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In this issue historian Robert Caringola has told the story, in brief, of the Waldensians.Their firm stand against the paganism of Papal 

Rome cost thousands of lives, yet they remained firm in their Biblical convictions.They endured one of the worst persecutions for the 

cause of Christ since the First Century A.D.Will the true Body of Christ yet suffer a similar time of severe persecution in the future?

There are sinister forces presently at work to vilify Biblical Christianity and silence the voices who are crying out against the synagogue 

of Satan.This is happening in our once Christian nation—America.

Under the umbrella of the federal Civil Rights Act of 1964, protection is given to Jews, blacks, women, Latinos and LGBTQ groups, but not 

to Christians.According to Rev. Ted Pike’s website, truthtellers.org, free speech of Christians could be limited or even denied if legislation 

before the U.S. Senate is made law.The Anti-Semitism Awareness Act (S852) was written by the Jewish Anti-Defamation League (ADL) 

which claims that there is a sharp rise of criticism and acts of terrorism against Jews and the State of Israeli.This bill, if passed would 

criminalize any person who criticized the bad behavior of Jews resulting in alleged emotional trauma.

Some states, such as Florida have already bowed to ADL pressure.Several countries such as Canada already enforce “anti-hate speech” 

laws designed to protect Jews and Judaism even from the Biblical indictment of their murderous plot against Jesus Christ. Some “chris-

tian” ministries in conjunction with Jewish scholars have produced a “bible” which edits out every derogatory statement about Jews and 

Judaism.

This means that our Bible could some day be outlawed.The words of our Lord Jesus, the Apostles John and Paul would be forbidden to 

be quoted.The enemy’s purpose is to put a padlock on the pulpit of every Christian Church.Will Christian persecution again come from 

what our Lord called, “them which say they are Jews [Judahites], and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan?”Rev. 2:9
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WALDENSIAN
EPOCH AND ORIGIN

BY ROBERT CARINGOLA

f those in Europe during the Dark Ages, 
who were to follow the above-proph-
esied martyrs which fell under Pagan 
Rome, were the Waldensians who “fled 

into the wilderness” and sealed their testimony in 
faithfulness unto death. These martyrs fell at the 
hands of the brutal and merciless dynasty of the 
Papal Antichrist. These three articles will, in brief 
summation, present their epoch story. For these 
were truly the forerunners of the glorious Protestant 
Reformation!

“It is with reference to them that the history and epoch of the 

Lyonnese merchant, generally known under the name Peter 
Waldo…has become almost more notable than even on his own 

account; eminent as he was among Christ’s witnesses. For about 

the year 1170, having sold all that he had, and distributed to 

the poor, he became head to certain missionary bands, known 

thence forward under the name of Waldenses, as well as Poor 

men of Lyons: that soon drew themselves the public attention 

and persecution in various countries of Western Europe . . . [and 

they had] an intimate local connection with the Alpine valleys of 

Piedmont and Dauphiny.”

So opens the learned Rev. E. B. Elliott’s masterful dissertation 

on the Waldensians: HORAE APOCALYPTICAE, Fourth Edition, VOL 

II pages 332 - 395. Much of the information presented in these 

three articles will be extracted from his cardinal points.

O
PETER WALDO - THE FOUNDER

There were those who disputed whether or not the Waldensians 

derived their name from Peter Waldo. One of them, at the time of 

Elliott’s ministry, was Dr. S.R. Maitland. For those of you who have 

read my book, Seventy Weeks the Historical Alternative, you will 

remember that I exposed Dr. Maitland as the first protestant to 

believe the futurist view of the Revelation, as taught by the prot-

estant hater Jesuit priest Francisco Ribera. He took offence at 

the Waldensian’s published work entitled Treatise on Antichrist. 

More on this in my next article on some of the Waldensian’s 

PETER WALDO

THE WALDENSIANS

FOUNDER

beliefs. Elliott thoroughly rebuffed Dr. 

Maitland’s theories and exposed his his-

torical errors. “The Lyonnese merchant, 

Peter Valdes [Waldo], is clearly noted, we 

have seen, as its [ the Waldensian sects ] 

first founder.”

Peter Waldo had translations made of the 

Scriptures into the vernacular “Romance” 

(Franco-Provencal). He was the first to 

provide Europe with a translation of the 

Bible into the modern tongue outside of 

the Latin. This is not well known.

These translations were circulated with 

great enthusiasm and determination 

amongst the valley dwellers, the Vaudois, 

who became known to dwell in a vale of 

sorrow and tears. When we examine the 

persecutions and near extermination in 

the 17th century you’ll understand the 

application of sorrows to the Vaudois! 

Waldo wrote much about and taught 

often the teachings of Christ.

PERSECUTION AROSE

“So the sect arose; and in 1179 . . . some 

of its members presented themselves, 

with their translated books, at the 3rd 

Lateran Council at Rome. As to its sub-

sequent history we read as follows. It 

seems that whatever favor or toleration 

may have been extended to the sectaries, 

on their first presenting themselves and 

their books in 1179 to Pope Alexander 

III, it soon passed away; and was suc-

ceeded by a decree of condemnation 

and anathema against them in 1183, by 

his successor Pope Lucius. How could 

preaching by unauthorized persons be 

tolerated? Forthwith persecution arose 

against them. And having been expelled 

by its Archbishop from the city and 

diocese of Lyons, we have evidence of 

their having wandered forth, in different 

missionary bands ever multiplying and 

taking root as they went.” 

DEFINITIONS: 

Piedmont: A gentle slope leading from the 

base of mountains to a region of flat land. 

The foothills of the Swiss Alps. The region 

of Northwestern Italy which includes the 

Po Valley.

Vaudois: People who live in the canton 

(district) of Vaud, Switzerland.

By 1215, the Waldensians were declared 

heretical and thus became subject 

to intense persecution by the Roman 

Catholic Church. Waldo’s followers fled 

to the mountainous regions of northern 

Italy. It is there that one of the greatest 

Christianized territories developed during 

the height of the Dark Ages.

For the next several centuries these wit-

nesses, living in the papal wilderness of 

Europe, thrived and created a commu-

nity so wonderful that it was said that 

you could travel to any region of the 

Waldensian territory, knock on any door, 

and be welcomed, fed and sheltered for 

the night. Truly, they loved their neighbors 

as themselves. 

Their evangelists would go out in pairs. 

It was not uncommon for them to have 

memorized the entire New Testament! 

This activity was not going to be tolerated 

by Rome. Persecutions tracked them: and 

by the time of the Reformation, the then 

recently founded Roman Catholic order 

of the Dominicans made them their chief 

object of inquisition

REVELATION
CHAPTER

SIX
9   And when he had opened 
the fifth seal, I saw under the 
altar the souls of them that 
were slain for the word of 
God, and for the testimony 
which they held:

10  And they cried with a loud 
voice, saying, How long, O 
Lord, holy and true, dost thou 
not judge and avenge our 
blood on them that dwell on 
the earth?

11  And white robes were 
given unto every one of them; 
and it was said unto them, 
that they should rest yet for a 
little season, until their fellow 
servants also and their breth-
ren, that should be killed as 
they were, should be fulfilled.
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he account of Sir S. Morland’s 

commission to find 8th, 9th 

and 10th century documents 

from this dark period, which 

confirmed doctrine and beliefs, in Europe, 

about the earliest Waldensian writings is 

noted by the learned Elliott as follows:

“Some days,” he says, “before my set-

ting out for Savoy,” (i.e. as ambassa-

dor for Cromwell about the year A.D. 

1650,) “the late lord primate of Ireland, 

Archbishop Usher, sent for me to his 

chamber; and there gave me a serious 

charge to use my uttermost diligence in 

the inquiry after, and to spare no cost in 

the purchase of, all those manuscripts 

and authentic pieces, which might 

give any light into the ancient doc-

trine and discipline of those [the 

Waldensians] Churches:-adding, 

there was nothing in the 

world he was more curious 

and impatient to know, as being a point 

of exceeding great weight and moment 

for stopping the mouths of our Popish 

adversaries, and discovering the foot-

steps of our religion in those dark inter-

vals of the 8th, 9th, and 10th centuries. 

This serious injunction of that reverend 

and worthy man, together with my own 

real inclinations, caused me to leave 

no stone unturned, nor to lose any 

opportunity during my abode in these 

parts, for the real effecting this thing. 

And although the Pope’s emissaries had 

already the more choice clusters and 

T

WALDENSIAN 
DOCUMENTS & BELIEFS

OLIVER

SIR SAMUEL

CROMWELL

MORLAND

LORD PROTECTOR

OF COMMONWEALTH

ripe fruits, yet I have at least with the 

grape-gleanings of the vintage:- I mean 

divers pieces of antiquity: some whereof 

had been a long time buried under dust 

and rubbish; others had been scattered 

about the valleys, some here, some 

there, in desert and obscure places; and 

without singular providence had never 

come to light.” Waldensian Researches, p. 

136: Horae Apocalypticae, Fourth Edition, 

Vol II pages 350-351.

CROMWELL’S AMBASSADOR

Sir S. Morland, ambassador from 

Cromwell to Savoy, in 1650 brought 

to England the works he had discov-

ered. In 1658 he deposited them in the 

Cambridge University Library. They were 

bound in 21 volumes. However, at the 

time of Elliot, seven of the first were 

then missing. “Of some, however, of the 

missing Treatises, copies remain in the 

works of Morland and Leger: and of the 

most valuable of all, the Noble Lesson. . .”

Three of the most important manuscripts 

discovered along with the volumes of 

the Noble Lessons were; a Confession of 

Faith, a Catechism, and another a Treatise 
on Antichrist! Let me here note that in 

my four decades of study on the Papal 

dynasty of Antichrist, the Waldensian 

treatise on the subject is the best I’ve 

ever read! 

I recommend that you go to Karl Tester’s 

web site: Hast Thou Not Heard -https://

hastthounotheard.com- and read the 

Treatise. Select “Presentations”.

TREATISE ON ANTICHRIST

What is not so well known is how 

important these documents, especially 

the Treatise on Antichrist, were to the 

Reformation fathers. I have often chal-

lenged ministers to tell me what the one 

aspect of the revealed scriptures that 

united the reformers? The answer came 

as a surprise and even astonishing to 

many. I informed them that it was the 

Papal dynasty of Antichrist! Luther, and 

all the rest of the Protestants knew who 

the “little horn” of Daniel Chapter seven 

was. They knew what and who the beast 

was which had been killing them since 

the time of the Waldensians. Shame on 

today’s futurist, preterist and dispensa-

tional prophecy teachers who have not 

studied to show themselves approved 

unto God, henceforth falling for the 

seducing “doctrines of devils.” We were 

warned by Paul that “the Spirit speaketh 
expressly, that in the latter times some 
shall depart from the faith, giving 
heed to seducing spirits, and doc-
trines of devils.” 1Timothy 4:1.

Nor did Peter spare binding on earth 

the condemnation of those “who privily 
shall bring in damnable heresies.” He went 

on to warn that these [false prophecy 

teachers] would “make merchandise of 
you” [millions of dollars made by selling 

books of error and “feigned words”]. 2nd 

Peter 2:1,3.

 I have no doubt that the rebuke I have 

written here is appropriate and spoken in 

the spirit of the Waldensians.

It is important to remember, as cited in 

the first article, the Waldensians had 

“a translation of the Scriptures into the 

vernacular tongue; multiplying copies 

of the translation; and preparing associ-

ates, imbued and furnished with them, 

for evangelists. Can we possibly overate 
the importance of this, [emphasis mine] 

in determining the future Christian and 

scriptural character of the sect.” Rev. E. B. 

Elliot’s position.

Therefore in closing, the Waldensians, armed 

with Scripture, flushed out and rejected 

many of the heretical doctrines of the 

Roman Catholic Church. In researching texts 

for these articles I came across an admi-

rable abridgment.

By Robert Caringola

“The Waldenses departed from the teach-

ings of Catholicism by rejecting some of 

Rome’s seven sacraments. The confession 

of sins was guided by their leaders but did 

not require a priest; they rejected the use 

of indulgences. Baptism was to be by full 

immersion in water and was not administered 

to infants. Eventually, the elements of the 

Eucharist (bread and wine) were understood 

as symbols only, and the Waldenses denied 

the doctrine of Transubstantiation. They also 

rejected the notion of purgatory and prayers 

offered for the dead. Their views were based 

on simplified Biblicism, moral rigor, and criti-

cism of abuses in the contemporary church. 

They accepted the Bible as the sole, total 

authority of all doctrine. Additionally, a formal 

church building was not viewed as necessary 

to worship God, and thus many Waldenses 

held services in their homes, stables, or other 

locations. Though the Waldenses confessed 

regularly, celebrated Communion once a year, 

fasted and preached poverty, they repudiated 

such Roman practices as the veneration of 

saints, and because they did not believe in 

taking oaths, they refused to recognize secular 

courts.” Author Unknown.
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WALDENSIAN
TREATISE ON ANTICHRIST

(Below is an excerpt from the Treatise on Antichrist. The full text 
can be found on the website: http://hastthounotheard.com )

ntichrist is a falsehood, or deceit varnished over with 

the semblance of truth, and of the righteousness of 

Christ and his spouse, yet in opposition to the way of 

truth, righteousness, faith, hope, charity, as well as to 

moral life. It is not any particular person ordained to any degree, 

or office, or ministry, but it is a system of falsehood, opposing 

itself to the truth, covering and adorning itself with a show of 

beauty and piety, yet very unsuitable to the church of Christ, as 

by the names, and offices, the Scriptures, and the sacraments, 

and various other things, may appear. The system of iniquity 

thus completed with its ministers, great and small, supported by 

those who are induced to follow it with an evil heart and blind-

fold-this is the congregation, which, taken together, comprises 

what is called Antichrist or Babylon, the fourth beast, the whore, 

the man of sin, the son of perdition. His ministers are called false 

prophets, lying teachers, the ministers of darkness, the spirit of 

error, the apocalyptic whore, the mother of harlots, clouds with-

out water, trees without leaves, twice dead, plucked up by the 

roots, wandering stars, Balaamites and Egyptians.

“He is termed Antichrist because being disguised under the 

names of Christ and of his church and faithful members, he 

oppugns [oppose with argument] the salvation which Christ 

wrought out, and which is truly administered in his church-and 

of which salvation believers participate by faith, hope, and char-

ity. Thus he opposes the truth by the wisdom of this world, by 

false religion, by counterfeit holiness, by ecclesiastical power, 

by secular tyranny, and by the riches, honours, dignities, with 

the pleasures and delicacies of this world. It should therefore 

be carefully observed, that Antichrist could not come, without a 

concurrence of all these things, making up a system of hypocrisy 

and falsehood-these must be, the wise of this world, the religious 

orders, the pharisees, ministers, and doctors; the secular power, 

with the people of the world, all mingled together. For although 

A
Antichrist was conceived in the times of the apostles, he was 

then in his infancy, imperfect and unformed, rude, unshapen, and 

wanting utterance. He then wanted those hypocritical ministers 

and human ordinances, and the outward show of religious orders 

which he afterwards obtained. As he was destitute of riches and 

other endowments necessary to allure to himself ministers for 

his service, and to enable him to multiply, defend, and protect his 

adherents, so he also wanted the secular power to force others 

to forsake the truth and embrace falsehood. But growing up in 

his members, that is, in his blind and dissembling ministers, and 

in worldly subjects, he at length arrived at full maturity, when 

men, whose hearts were set upon this world, blind in the faith, 

multiplied in the church, and by the union of church and state, 

got the power of both into their hands.”

ANTICHRIST

IS A FALSEHOOD

RESEMBLING TRUTH

“

• We’re a nation that accepts pornography, but hates 
abuse. 

• We’re a nation that doesn’t believe in gender, but fights 
for women’s rights. 

• We’re a nation that believes no child should be left 
behind, but we have aborted over 60 million children. 

• We’re a nation where heroes have died so our flag 
could fly over a free nation, but then we give the title 
of “heroes” to wealthy athletes who kneel in disrespect. 

• We’re a nation where political parties ignore the 
corruption of their own party, while condemning 
the corruption of the other party. 

• We’re a nation of laws, yet we’re a nation where that 
only applies if you’re not politically powerful. 

• We’re a nation that has “in God we trust” printed on 
our money, but we’re a nation where the ACLU, the 
American Civil Liberties Union sues people who make 
His name known in public. 

• We’re the greatest nation on earth, yet we consume 
more antidepressants than any other nation in the 
world. 

• * We’re a nation that pledges we’re one, yet we’re a 
nation of aggressive division. 

• And we wonder why there is so much confusion!!!

“Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people.”  —Proverbs 14:34

Reproach: to bring shame and disgrace - to be a cause of discredit, that which brings a rebuke.

“When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice: but when the wicked beareth rule,  
the people mourn.” —Proverbs 29:2

REPROACH SHAME & DISGRACE

SO LET ME GET THIS STRAIGHT: 

 

Our once Christian nation, The United States, has become the Babylon of this modern age!
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A general assembly of the Roman Catholic nobility was called by 

the duke of Savoy to give force to the edicts of persecution and 

extirpation. The main issues at hand were “the preservation of 

the papal authority, that the church living might be under one 

mode of government, to make a union among all parties, in honor 

of all the saints and of the ceremonies of the Church of Rome.” 

This was followed by the inhumane order, published on January 

25, 1655, which decreed, that every family of the reformed 

Protestant union depart from their land and dwellings to places 

appointed by the duke, on pain of death and confiscation.

“Those who remained behind after the publication of the decree, 

were murdered by the popish inhabitants, or shot by the troops, 

and the most horrible barbarities were perpetrated by these ruf-

fians, encouraged by the Roman Catholic priests and monks, of 

which the following may serve as a specimen.” 

MARTYRS FOR CHRIST

The first martyr presented to us by the Rev. Fox in the Piedmont 

Easter’s valley of sorrows is “Martha Constantine, a beautiful 

young woman, was first ravished, and then killed by the cutting 

off of her breasts. These, some of the soldiers fried, and set before 

their comrades, who ate them without knowing what they were...”

“Giovanni Andrea Michialin…with four of his children, was appre-

hended: three of them were hacked to pieces before him, the 

soldiers asking him at the death of every child, if he would recant, 

which he constantly refused. One of the soldiers then took up the 

last and youngest by the legs, and putting the same question to 

the father, he replied as before, then the inhuman brute dashed 

out the child’s brains...”

“Paul Garnier, a protestant, beloved for his piety, had his eyes put 

out, was then flayed alive, and being divided into four parts, his 

quarters were placed on four of the principal houses of Lucerne. 

He bore all his suffering with the most exemplary patience, 

praised God as long as he could speak, and plainly evinced the 

courage arising from a confidence in God.”

“A protestant lady, named Constantia Bellione, was apprehended 

on account of her faith, and asked by a priest if she would 

renounce the devil, and go to mass; to which she replied, “I 

was brought up in a religion by which I was always taught to 

renounce the devil; but should I comply with your desire, and go 

to mass, I should be sure to meet him there in a variety of shapes.” 

The priest was highly incensed at this, and told her to recant, or 

she would suffer cruelly. She, however, boldly answered, “That she 

valued not any sufferings he could inflict, and in spite of all the 

torments he could invent, she would keep her faith inviolate.” The 

priest then ordered slices of her flesh to be cut off from several 

parts of her body. This she bore with the most singular patience, 

only saying to the priest, “What horrid and lasting torments you 

will suffer in hell, for the trifling and temporary pains which I 

now endure!” Exasperated at this expression, the priest ordered 

a file of musketeers to draw up and fire upon her, by which she 

was soon dispatched.”

Rome unleashed a second wave of persecutions in 1685. The few 

Waldensians who had survived the first slaughter were forced to 

flee to Switzerland. Four years later they were able to return to 

their valleys. As one writer noted: “It was for them, the Glorious 
Return: a community of people composed also of women, the 

elderly and children, which crossed the Alps, driven not only by 

the tie to their own land, but also by their vocation of freedom 

to witness to their Protestant faith.”

“From the birth of Popery in 606 A.D. to the present time, it has 

been estimated by careful and credible historians, that more than 

fifty millions of the human family, have been slaughtered for the 

crime of heresy by popish persecutors, an average of more than 

forty thousand religious murders for every year of the existence 

of popery.” History of Romanism, pp. 541,542. New York: 1871

“And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word 
of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death.”

—Rev. 12:11

he horrors perpetrated by these faith-
less and bigoted monsters, almost 
exceeds belief. . . suffice it to say, that 
every variety of rapine, lust, and cru-

elty, were exhausted by these demons in human 
shape.”

From: BOOK OF MARTYRS; or A HISTORY of 

the LIVES, SUFFERINGS, AND TRIUMPHANT 

DEATHS, of the primitive as well as Protestant 

MARTYRS…, Rev. John Fox, 1832 Edition, p. 173.

The persecutions were set in motion when 

Pope Clement the Eighth sent his missionar-

ies, the bigoted monster priests of Rome, into 

the valley of Piedmont with the intention 

of forcing the Protestants to renounce their 

religion. They set up monasteries which were 

used to shelter the murdering popish hordes 

from the wrath of the people after the cruel-

ties were perpetuated upon their men, women 

and children.

Particularly tragic were the massacres of 1655, 

known as the “Piedmont Easter”, which were 

so horrific, as we will see in some excerpts 

from the BOOK OF MARTYERS, and raised 

such indignation in Europe, that Cromwell’s 

England had to intervene.

By Robert Caringola

SEVENTEENTH
CENTURY 
EUROPE

T

PERSECUTIONS 
OF THE PROTESTANT

WALDENSIANS 
IN THE PIEDMONT

“
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STEPS TOWARD 
PERSECUTION

By 
Charles A.
 Jennings

s God a Jew? The question sounds ridiculous. Yet, if In 

studying the history of the people of God, both in sacred 

Scripture and secular history, it is very obvious that per-

secution for truth in belief and practice has been a major 

part of their existence. Persecution of God’s people down through 

time has taken on different forms, according to the desires and 

methods of the persecutors and degrees of severity, in order to 

fulfill the hatred and vengeance of the persecutor toward the 

persecuted. During the earthly ministry of our Lord, He made it 

clear to His disciples that persecution would be a part of accept-

ing Him as the Messiah and living according to His Word.

Jesus said: “. . . but I say unto you, love your enemies, bless them 
that curse you, and pray for them which despitefully use you and 
persecute you; . . .” Matthew 5:44

The Bible uses graphic words in describing the attitude of the 

enemies of Christ and His Body, which has been the true Church 

through the centuries to this present day. 

These words are:

• Enemy - One who hates another and wishes or tries to 

incur injury; one who is hostile toward another person, 

idea or cause. 

• Curse - To call down wrath upon; to send evil or injury 

down on some person or thing; a blasphemous oath; 

imprecation.

• Hate - To have strong dislike or ill will for; loathe, despise, 

to abhor. 

• Despise or Despite - To look down on, be contemptuous or 

disdainful of, scorn, to disdain with a haughty or arrogant 

contempt for what one considers beneath his dignity. 

• Persecution - To afflict or harass constantly so as to injure 

or distress; oppress cruelly, to trouble or annoy constantly. 

I

In careful consideration of the changing spir-

itual and cultural values in America today, 

it is not by accident that all aspects of our 

private and national life are rapidly being 

altered to reflect a more secular mentality 

while diminishing the influence of Christian 

principles and practices. This is being done 

in spite of the blatant fact of the strong 

influence of Christianity in the establish-

ment of our nation. The present-day liberal-

minded, self-proclaimed statist elite defies 

even the irrefutable facts of history in their 

vicious campaign to make a final separation 

between God and State. 

Statism - The doctrine and/or practice of vest-

ing complete control in a centralized govern-

mental power - our current federal bureau-

cracy now offers “full benefits” to the American 

public which includes: total planning - which 

removes individual responsibility, total protec-
tion - which demands total obedience, and total 
provision - which results in total dependence.

Their final goal is a totally secular human-

istic society. In order to achieve their goal 

they must use all possible means to 

eliminate all opposition. The biggest and 

most formidable opposition that stands 

in the way of the modern-day human-

ists in achieving their goal is Biblical 

Christianity and the Christ-centered con-

servative-minded people of God.

In the history of the Christian Church, per-

secution has taken basically two different 

forms as listed below.

• Red Martyrdom - which is the suffering 

of death on account of adherence to a 

cause and especially to one’s religious 

faith.

• White Martyrdom - which is the suf-

fering of all types of persecution and 

harassment short of death brought 

against a person or group on account 

of adherence to a cause and especially 

to one’s religious faith. This type of 

martyrdom usually takes the form of 

political, psychological, legal and finan-

cial harassment.

There are five steps that are generally fol-

lowed by a government or ruling power in 

harassing any group such as the Church, 

which leads to outright persecution and 

eventual Red Martyrdom:

1. Identifying: This involves finger-

pointing by the ruling authority for 

the purpose of placing the blame 

for the nation’s troubles on one par-

ticular group. In 1 Kings 18:17, King 

Ahab identifies the prophet Elijah 

as being the one responsible for the 

drought that took place in the land 

of Israel. He accused Elijah by asking 

the question, “Art thou he that trou-

bleth Israel?” The true body of Christ 

and Biblical Christianity in America 

today are blamed for being the great-

est obstacles to the liberal establish-

ment’s plans for a totally humanistic 

“utopian” society.

2. Marginalizing: By this means, the 

“politically incorrect” portion of the 

Church is looked upon as not being 

part of the mainstream of society. 

This is done by an organized smear 

campaign conducted by the ruling 

authorities through the national 

news media. They do this by the 

use of such trigger words as radical, 

extremists, separatists, and fringe.

3. Vilifying: By this means, the persecu-

tors employ such methods as utter-

ing slanderous and abusive state-

ments against targeted groups as to 

cheapen and debase their worth and 

significance in society. The accusers 

need no factual evidence for their 

accusations, but innuendoes, insinu-

ations, hints and making associations 

with other previously known undesir-

ables of society.

4. Criminalizing: In implementing this 

step of persecution, it gives the state 

“legal” justification for arresting 

and incarcerating the accused. Here 

the state charges the persecuted 

with accusations of alleged crimi-

nal wrong-doing. The state natu-

rally picks on the most vulnerable 

segment of the Church in order to 

send their threatening message to 

all the rest who adhere to similar 

views and practices. Incarceration of 

a few means intimidation of the many. 

Victimization of a government- pro-

tected group is a direct result of 

the incrimination of the accused. 

This gives the state “legal” author-

ity to take a heavy-handed control 

in “protecting” its citizens. Presently, 

our federal government has several 

groups which they deem as “victims” 

for whom they feel responsibility to 

protect.

5. Terrorizing: This is the blatant and 

outright acts of terrorism carried 

out by the police powers of the 

state against the persecuted. These 

are acts of coercion by threat or by 

violence and are intended to create 

anxiety and fear in the hearts of its 

victims, with the purpose of silencing 

and neutralizing the opponents of 

the tyrannical government in power.

After these five steps are sufficiently 

implemented by the statist governmental 

authorities, then there is “justification” 
for banishment and/or elimination of 

those who are the object of persecution. 

The prime example is the persecution of 

the Christians of the early Church by the 

emperors of ancient Rome.

Our Lord told His disciples that persecu-

tion would be one of the signs of the end 

of the age:

“Then shall they deliver you up to be afflict-
ed, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated 
of all nations for my name’s sake.” 

Matthew 24:9

Rest with assurance in the words of our 

Lord, 

“I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.”
Hebrews 13:5

Does Religious Persecution Exist in America today? If so, What 

Sinister Form Has it Taken? What is the Enemy’s Ultimate Goal?
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t is transparently clear from 

the Scriptures that the woman 

mentioned in Revelation 12:1 

is national Israel. In John’s vivid 

description of her , he wrote: “ And there 

appeared a great wonder in heaven; a 

woman clothed with the sun, and the 

moon under her feet, and upon her head 

a crown of twelve stars: And she being 

with child cried, travailing in birth, and 

pained to be delivered.” Rev. 12:1-2

Joseph, many centuries before described 

the nation of Israel in his dream as: “The 

sun and the moon and the eleven stars:” 

His father Jacob clearly understood the 

meaning of this dream by saying; “What 

is this dream that thou hast dreamed? 

Shall I and thy mother and thy brethren 

indeed come to bow down ourselves to 

thee to the earth?” Gen. 37:9-10

John the Revelator continues in his 

account as to the severe persecution 

that this woman and her man- child 

would endure under the oppressive 

hand of the great red dragon. This 

dragon which represents both Pagan 

and Papal Rome, persecuted the 

Christian Israelite saints throughout 

the period of the Dark Ages symbol-

ized by the time period of “a thousand 

two hundred and threescore days.” Rev. 

12:3-6. These prophetic ‘days’ were 

literally 1260 years when around sixty 

million saints were martyred for the 

cause of the Gospel and their allegiance 

to Jesus Christ.

I

THE PERSECUTED WOMAN 
AND THE

MAN-CHILD

In Revelation 7:4 John writes that “there 

were sealed an hundred and forty and 

four thousand of all the tribes of the 

children of Israel.” He then identifies the 

sealed saints as Israelites of the nation 

of New Testament Israel. Rev. 7:5-8.

THE OVERCOMING SAINTS

“And they overcame him by the blood 

of the Lamb, and by the word of their 

testimony; and they loved not their lives 

unto the death.” Rev. 12:11

The 144,000 is a representative number 

of Christians of Israelite origin who suf-

fered “for the Word of God and for the 

testimony of Jesus Christ” (Rev. 1:9) such 

as John himself.

Teachers of the Futurist prophetic per-

spective view these martyrs of Revelation 

chapter seven as ‘converted’ Jews in the alleged future 

seven year tribulation period. Nothing could be further 

from the truth of God’s Word which reveals both historical 

and future events.

The martyred saints of the Dark Ages of Rome’s oppres-

sive dominance had a living relationship with Jesus Christ, 

who is the Lamb of God. The word “Lamb” denotes the full, 

efficacious, complete and final sacrifice for sin paid by our 

Lord Jesus Christ. His sacrifice on Calvary stands in total 

fulfillment of all the Old Testament Laws and demands for 

blood sacrifice. It also is in opposition to the abominable 

Roman Catholic Mass which is an affront to the sacrifice of 

Jesus the Son of God. The word “Lamb” is used four times in 

the account of this company of martyred saints as recorded 

in Revelation 7:9-17. 

 “After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no 

man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, 

THESE ARE

THEY
While upon the Isle of Patmos,

John did see a glorious sight.

A number there no man can number,

All the saints in spotless white.

Chorus:

These are they who won the battle, 

These are they who stood the test, 

Clothed in garments pure and spotless,

The Redeemed, the pure and blessed.

Nevermore will they know hunger, 

Nevermore will they know pain,

No tears will ever dim their vision,

No sad goodbyes be said again.

By Charles A. Jennings

The Love of Power
“Of all our passions and appetites, the love of power is of 
the most imperious and unsociable nature, since the pride 
of one man requires the submission of the multitude. In the 
tumult of civil discord, the laws of society lose their force, 
and their place is seldom supplied by those of humanity. The 
ardour of contention, the pride of victory, the despair of suc-
cess, the memory of past injuries, the fear of future dangers, 
all contribute to inflame the mind, and to silence the voice 
of pity. From such motives almost every page of history has 
been stained with civil blood...”

  —Edward Gibbon,  
 THE DECLINE AND FALL OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, Volume I, 
page 75

“Empire is the inevitable outcome of the lust for power 
among men whose rebellion against God drives their every 
motive.”  
  —By George W. Southwick

“It is a general law, traceable through all history that before 
their fall a rally takes place in the powers of evil.”  
  —The History of Protestantism by J.A. Wylie

“All tyrannies rule through fraud and force, but once the 
fraud is exposed they must rely exclusively on force.”  
  —George Orwell

and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed 

with white robes, and palms in their hands; And cried with a loud voice, 

saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto 

the Lamb. And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about 

the elders and the four beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces, 

and worshipped God, Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, 

and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, be unto our God 

for ever and ever. Amen. And one of the elders answered, saying unto 

me, What are these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence 

came they? And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, 

These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed 

their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore 

are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his 

temple: and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them. They 

shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun 

light on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb which is in the midst of the 

throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of 

waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.”



Educated at King’s College in Aberdeen, Scotland, Wishart the preacher became “infected” with Reformation teaching and was forced into exile 
in 1538 after charges of heresy put his life in danger. He returned to Scotland in 1544. 

That year Wishart was in Dundee tending to those afflicted by the plague that had consumed the city. “They are in trouble and need comfort,” 
Wishart said about his mission, while Beaton recruited an assailant. There in Dundee, priest John Weighton, on Beaton’s orders confronted 
Wishart with a cloaked dagger after listening to one of Wishart’s sermons. “My friend, what would you have?” called out Wishart as he noticed 
Weighton’s weapon and realized his intent. Terrified, the would-be assassin fell to his knees pleading for forgiveness. But the congregation 
of the sick cried out, “Deliver the traitor, we will take him by force.” Wishart rebuked them. Holding Weighton by his arms, Wishart insisted, 
“Whatsoever hurts him shall hurt me; for he has done me no mischief. But much good, by teaching more heedfulness for the time to come.” 
Unfortunately, the time would come sooner than Wishart expected.

Cardinal Beaton caught up with Wishart in December1545, again having assigned the dirty work to another, this time the Earl of Bothwell. In 
a show trial, Wishart was convicted of refusing to accept that a confession was a sacrament, for denying free will, and for rejecting the idea 
that an infinite God “could be comprehended in one place” between “the priest’s hands.” Instead, Wishart proclaimed that the true church was 
anywhere that Christ’s Word was truthfully taught.

Wishart dedicated his life to bringing the Reformation to Scotland, yet more importantly he recognized the everyman, the sick, the down-and-
out. Wishart administered the grace of God to all equally. “I have offered you the Word of salvation,” Wishart once said. “With the hazard of my 
life I have remained among you; and I must leave my innocence to be declared by my God.” Even minutes from death, Wishart had others in 
mind, ironically the very people who wished him death, as he prayed: “I beseech thee, Father of Heaven, forgive them that have, from ignorance 
or an evil mind forged lies of me. I forgive them with all my heart. I beseech Christ to forgive them and have ignorantly condemned me.” His 
friends were obviously not so forgiving.

On March 1, 1546, George Wishart was burned outside St. Andrews Castle in Scotland. The betrayer, Cardinal Beaton, watched from inside the 
castle window, thinking all was well.
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