
Sermon 3: 1 Kings 2:1-11: David’s final advice to Solomon 
 
OUTLINE 
 
Advice concerning manhood 
Advice concerning the kingdom 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
 Archibald Alexander in his classic, Thoughts on Religious Experience, gives this advice to 
the elderly who are approaching their deaths: ‘Let not the infirm and the aged say that they 
can now do nothing for God.  They can do much; and for ought they can tell, more than 
they ever did in the days of their vigour.  It is a beautiful sight to see men [and women] 
laden with fruit, even in old age.  Such fruits are generally more mature than those of earlier 
days; and the aged saint often enjoys a tranquillity and repose of spirit, which is almost 
peculiar to that age.  David, or whoever is the author of the 71st Psalm, prays more 
earnestly a prayer which should be daily on the lips of the aged: ‘Cast me not off in the time 
of my old age; forsake me not when my strength faileth.’  And again, ‘Now also when I am 
old and grey-headed, forsake me not, until I have showed thy strength to this generation, 
and thy power to all that are to come.’  Let the aged then tell to those that come after 
them, the works of divine grace which they have witnessed or which their fathers have told 
them.  Let them be active as long as they can, and when bodily strength fails, let them wield 
the pen; or if unable to write for the edification of the church, let them exhibit [a] shining 
example of the Christian temper, in kindness and good will to all; in uncomplaining patience; 
in contented poverty; in cheerful submission to painful providences; and in mute resignation  
to the loss of their dearest friends.  And when death comes, let them not be afraid or 
dismayed; then will be the time to honour God by implicitly and confidently trusting in His 
promises.  Let them ‘against hope believe in hope.’  It is by faith that the last enemy must 
be conquered.  He that believeth will not be confounded, in this trying hour.  The great 
Shepherd will not forsake His redeemed flock, for whom He has shed His blood; and though 
the adversary may rage and violently assault dying saints, he shall not overcome them.  
Each one of them may say with humble confidence: ‘though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for thou art with me, thy rod and they staff they comfort 
me.’1 
 
David applies this advice given above.  He dies in faith expressing his worship for God’s 
grace, He dies trusting in the promises of God, and he seeks in this second recorded 
statement from his death bed to give advice to his son.  These last words of David will have 
the force of all of his life behind them.  What would your last instructions be to your children 
when you come to die?  David gives advice to the new king, he speaks as a believer, a 
father and a former king.  He gives advice about faith to a son and about the kingdom to a 
new king.  We will divide David’s last words to Solomon into two parts; Advice concerning 
manhood and Advice concerning the kingdom.   
 
Advice concerning manhood 
 
David has two recorded speeches from his death bed, 2 Sam. 23:1-7 was the first, and you 
can think of this as his speech to his people, a public statement.  This speech to Solomon is 
a private word from a father to a son and the old king to the new king.  V2, ‘"I am about to 
go the way of all the earth. Be strong, and show yourself a man.’  David, the king for 40 
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years who has been a rock for Israel is going to die, a period of instability is inevitable as 
the new king takes over.  David’s advice is about to how to meet this change.  David’s 
advice boils down to be strong and show yourself a man.  David’s assumption rests on the 
premise that Solomon and he are defining ‘man’ in the same way, and that this is of course 
something positive.  What does Solomon mean?  There can be no doubt that some of the 
traditional connotations are intended, traditionally men went to war, a man who fled the 
battle was not a man, men brave death to keep their homes safe.  David is calling upon 
Solomon to gather his pre-battle nerves and steel himself for an onslaught as he goes on 
alone without the old hand to steady him.  
 
If you have to ask for a definition of manhood today, you will get some very mixed answers.  
From the sceptical left we will hear that manhood is a social construct which has been 
defined from above and so we need a new definition that takes into account the gender 
wars, sexual identity, some would even advance that we need a definition that does not 
exclude other primates.  But less philosophical and more mainstream, manhood is often 
reduced to shallow caricatures.  A man is someone who has big muscles, who is able to 
someone down in a fight, who is fast and strong and able-bodied, who is sexy and makes 
many sexual conquests, who is suave, who is successful in business, who can hold the 
attention of a room, who leaves a legacy of accomplishments or intellectual impact behind.  
David’s next words help us to see where manhood truly consists.  And let me stress that this 
is true for women as well as for men.  V3, ‘and keep the charge of the LORD your God, 
walking in his ways and keeping his statutes, his commandments, his rules, and his 
testimonies, as it is written in the Law of Moses, that you may prosper in all that you do and 
wherever you turn.’   
 
Please notice how the word of God is referred to in 7 different ways, ‘charge’; ‘ways’; 
‘statutes’; ‘commandments’; ‘rules’; ‘testimonies’; ‘Law’.  As David refers to Solomon playing 
the man, his first point of contact is not sexuality, but that Solomon as a creature is a 
worshiper and a servant of God obligated to give Him His due.  Please appreciate that when 
David defines Solomon’s manhood he emphasizes something more basic to who we are than 
our sexual identities, but creatures in service to God.  We are made in the image of God, 
and this image will be perfected in heaven.  In heaven we will not be given in marriage or 
have children, which are some of the primes purposes of our sexual identity now.  This 
highlights for us what is most basic to our humanity.  We do not define ourselves by sexual 
identity, but by holiness and love.  Please compare the difference in paradigms to this 
world’s perspective and the Bible’s.  The bible defines us by what we will one day become in 
our maturity and perfection when we live as unchangeably holy human beings who are as 
closely conformed to God’s holiness as we can be, rather than the present perspective that 
defines us by our present base lusts and ignorant views of our nature.  The present fixation 
on sexual identity is a skewed and empty perspective that does not enrich our humanity but 
bankrupts it.   
 
If I had to sum up manhood in one idea, which is dangerously reductionistic, I would opt for 
this one: self-controlled.  The difference between a child and an adult is one of maturity, 
and all the advances of maturity can be summarised as self-control.  Where the immature is 
full of appetites and is driven by them the adult to has desires but is self-controlled and not 
seeking instant gratification.  Sexuality is not a tool for self-pleasuring but a gift of love for a 
spouse.  A man’s strength is not given for him to dominate his family, but to serve them.  
His bravery is not given to intimidate his loved ones but to fight for them.  All things are 
harnessed by self-control to serve others and not self.  The braggadocios, machoistisic, self-
indulgent, and narcissistic versions of manhood are barren and will only destroy.  Solomon is 
called to be king, to be a servant, to bring benefit to others.  He cannot do this if he pursues 



selfishness.  Solomon will find that by keeping to the commands of the law he will love His 
neighbour and do them good; for love fulfils the law, and the law defines the path of love. 
 
This is David’s last gift to his son, to call him to obedience to the word of God.  Here is a 
man with a very full lifetime of experience who is calling us to heed this most important 
advice.  We must know the word and we must keep it.  This is not David’s advice alone, the 
book of Ecclesiastes which was written by Solomon after his life of backsliding indicates the 
same thing, Ecc. 12:13-14, ‘The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep 
his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.14 For God will bring every deed into 
judgment, with every secret thing, whether good or evil.’  It was the duty of the king to 
write out his own personal copy of the law that he might have it as we have a personal bible 
today.  He was to meditate upon it day and night that it might shape his thinking and life.  
Imagine it, how long would it take you to write out the bible, or even just from Genesis to 2 
Samuel and the Psalms.  This is what the king was expected to write out, to ensure that the 
word of God would sink in.  He was to be so familiar with it that any time a court case came 
up he would exactly where to turn for God’s will on the matter.  Bunyan and Spurgeon were 
described as having blood that was bibline, if you pricked them with a pin they would leak 
bible.  This is how we are to be, we cannot be strong; we cannot be holy without the word 
of God.   
 
David tells Solomon that if he keeps the word, he will be blessed, v4, ‘that the LORD may 
establish his word that he spoke concerning me, saying, 'If your sons pay close attention to 
their way, to walk before me in faithfulness with all their heart and with all their soul, you 
shall not lack a man on the throne of Israel.'’   We need to discuss the relationship between 
blessing and obedience.  In the OT when God was making Israel to portray Eden, a 
conditional covenant of physical blessing for obedience was intended to foreshadow Christ’s 
obedience that would one day win us the new creation.  When Israel sinned, God cursed 
their physical blessings and a re-enactment of the fall in Eden impressed God’s holy judicial 
sentence upon sin in their minds and impressed upon them the need for God’s grace to save 
them, and a saviour that was not themselves to keep the law and rescue them.  Now with 
David and Solomon picture Israel as the human race and the king as a type of new Adam.  
If this new Adam obeyed all would go well, if he sinned, we would see a dim repeat of Eden.   
 
This foreshadowing purpose of the Davidic covenant is very important to note.  You see 
when you read about the covenant made with David, there are times that it sounds 
unilateral and unconditional like in 2 Sam 7:16 where God promises to put a son of David on 
the throne no matter what.  And then there are verses like this one which appear to say that 
if Solomon does not obey there will be no son to sit on the throne.  So which is it, is it 
unconditional or conditional?  The answer is yes.  The unconditional promise of a son to sit 
of the throne is inevitable as it speaks of Christ who will inevitably come and be the 
obedient king the people of God need; but God seeks to demonstrate the fallenness of man 
and increase the knowledge of our need for Christ by allowing sinful men sit on the throne 
and disqualify themselves.   This conditional aspect extended to earning physical blessings 
by obedience.  Let me make very clear that no one ever earn salvation by obedience, that 
was always by faith in Christ presented in sacrifice and promise.   
 
This is important to stress as we try and understand how to appropriate this promise for 
today.  There are those who do a concrete copying and pasting of this obedience principle in 
the OT into the new ignoring its role as a type.  So countries can enjoy great blessing if they 
keep the Sabbath, you can guarantee good crops and rainfall if you pay your tithe, if you 
are a good Christian you won’t be barren.  But this is not how we apply it.  We do receive 
blessings for our obedience but because we are no longer a nation in a land, that is 



functioning as a representative of Eden we experience spiritual and not physical 
manifestations of blessing.  In fact give when we are at we may see the opposite in terms of 
the physical.  Jesus was the holiest man alive and died a cruel and unjust death.  Paul was 
in and out of prison and died at the hands of the Roman government.  We will experience 
growth in character, answer to prayer, more effectiveness in ministry, but we must not think 
that we can change our physical blessings by obedience, this would be to apply a type as a 
norm in the age when the type has been fulfilled by Christ, and the conditions for the 
original type no longer apply.   
 
When we obey and we experience blessing, the results we receive are always rewards of 
grace.  On the foundation of Christ’s justifying work for us, on the basis of our adoption and 
our acting and praying in His name, on the basis of the Spirit moving in us to will and work 
according to God’s will, and who intercedes for us, on the basis of the ongoing mediatorship 
of Christ, God does bring blessing into our lives, and when He does we do not let it go to 
our heads but throw any crowns we have received back at His feet.   
 
Advice concerning the kingdom 
 
The second half of David’s advice is about how Solomon ought to secure his reign and finish 
some unfinished business from David’s reign, v5-9.  Now there have been some differences 
in interpretation over this portion.  Some have felt that David is acting out of base motives 
and is getting in some last minute revenge.  Other think that David is acting out of a 
kingdom mindedness.  To truly resolve this problem, I am not sure we can get a totally 
satisfying answer, but I err on the side of thinking that David is doing something good, 
though maybe his methods are questionable.   
 
David talks to Solomon about 3 people who need dealing with, Joab; the sons of Barzillai; 
and Shimei.  Joab is mentioned first in verses 5-6.  You will notice that David does not ask 
Solomon to deal with Joab for personal reasons, like because he murdered Absalom against 
his instructions.  Rather he wants Joab to pay for crimes that David failed to punish, the 
crimes of killing Amasa and Abner during peace times.  David was seeking peace but Joab 
was concerned about his own position.  If Solomon was to be a man of peace, then 
upholding justice was key.  
 
Next are the sons of Barzillai.  Barzillai was the octogenarian who helped David when he fled 
Absalom, 2 Sam. 17:28-29, and David promised to bless his sons, 19:32-40.  This man who 
was good to the king should be commended and honoured as an encouragement of loyalty 
to the throne showing that those who love and serve the king will receive rewards.   
 
Shimei was a family member of Saul who cursed David when he fled Absalom.  David 
promised that on that day he would not die.  This does not mean that he did not deserve to 
die.  We cannot tell whether David thought that Shimei might present a thorn in the side of 
the new king and knew something we do not.  Some think that David was looking for a way 
to weasel his way out of his oath by getting someone else to do his dirty work.  This would 
seem a poor way to interpret David’s oath when he is willing to see his promise to Barzillai 
honoured.  There is a question mark here.   
 
These three events are reminders of what we will face when Jesus comes again and takes 
His throne in judgement.  Those who have committed crimes against God’s law that have 
not been punished will be punished, all past wrongs will be righted.  Those who have 
faithfully served the king will be honoured, and those who blasphemed and joined in the 
rebellion against the rightful king when public opinion rose against Him will be punished too.  



Solomon is encouraged to secure his throne through punishing the wicked and rewarding 
the righteous and this reminds us of the basis upon which Christ will one day deal with 
mankind.   
 
So these are David’s last words to Solomon words about being a real man by being godly, 
and advice about doing the right thing concerning the kingdom.                             


