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Prayer Service: Every 1st and 3rd   
   Wednesday, at 7pm
Bible Study: Wednesdays at 8pm
Sunday School: Sundays at 10:30am
Worship Service: Sundays at 11:30am
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 Dr. Sonia L. Russell came 
to New Birth Christian Ministries 
in May 2021. In obedience to God, 
Sr. Pastor, Dr. Larry McCord, 
appointed Dr. Russell to head the 
Women’s Ministry. After some 
time and training, Dr. Russell 
began sharing the Word of God 
in messages at designated Sunday 
services, and presides over the 
service on the other Sundays. Dr. 
Russell was recently promoted to 
acting Associate Pastor under the tutelage of Dr. McCord.
 Dr. Russell currently oversees the following ministries: 
Women’s Ministry, including women’s events; Sunday School, for in 
house members who desire to go deeper into God’s word; Wednesday 
Night Prayer Service, where those in need of prayer are lifted up, and 
a short message is shared; Wednesday Bible Study, led by Deaconess 
Karen Hart; and the Youth Ministry, run by newly appointed Youth 
Minister, Donna George. Dr. Russell is also overseeing the newly 
formed Evangelist Ministry, heading by Evangelist Thea LeGendre-
Cineus, who evangelizes to lost souls and shares the Good News of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
 Dr. Russell became an ordained minister in November of 
2009 with The Living Water Church, under Pastor Ella Walcott. Dr. 
Russell was the Spoken Word and Poetry Minister for The Living 
Water Church, and also presided over Sunday morning services. She 
currently teaches Fundamentals of Public Speaking at the New York 
Institute of Technology. Dr. Russell considers her greatest achievement 
to be humbly serving God.

The Promotion of Dr. Sonia L. Russell

Dr. Sonia L. Russell, Ed. D.



Wednesday Night Prayer Service
 Dr. Sonia L. Russell, Ed.D. is the newly appointed Associate Pastor 
for New Birth Christian Ministries, Dr. Sonia L. Russell, Ed.D., under the 
leadership of Dr. Larry McCord, Senior Pastor. 
 New Birth Christian Ministries is pleased to announce the 
implementation of Wednesday Prayer Service every first and third Wednesday 
of the month at 7:00 PM, where we meet, pray, and hear a short message from 
God, applicable to and centered around today’s issues. We also use that time to 
hear testimonies, have great spiritual conversations and pray about individual 
concerns and needs; including health and healing, finance and jobs, and families and children, just to 
name a few. 
 This service is great for those who work on Sundays, and also a great opportunity to recharge 
with Christ and fellowship with like-minded Christians mid-week. We are meeting in person at 
the church at 800 Jerusalem Avenue, Uniondale New York, 11553, as well as on Zoom (registration 
required) with Bible Study immediately following at 8:00 PM. 
 We are a non-denominational church and we turn no one away. We will eventually open a full 
stocked pantry for those in need of assistance on Wednesday evenings as well. We will stock canned 
goods, vegetables, and grocery items. 
 We look forward to seeing you at our Wednesday evening services. It is a beautiful time spent 
together in the name of the Lord. 

Bible Study
 Welcome to New Birth Christian Ministries Bible Studies. We are so 
blessed to be able to have Bible study in person at 800 Jerusalem Avenue, 
Uniondale, and via Zoom (registration required).
 This enables us to reach a wider audience. Bible study at New Birth 
Christian Ministries (NBCM) is held every Wednesday at 8:00 PM. It is 
led by Deaconess Karen Hart, in collaboration with Dr. Larry McCord, 
Dr. Sandi Webster, and Dr. Sonia Russell. We have a meaningful 

           and engaging class.
 In Bible study, we study a lesson in an hour, with as many as 13 to 15 questions that encourage 
participation from our audience, which consists of church members, family, and friends.  All 
church denominations are welcome to join us on Wednesday evenings to be edified by The Word 
and to gain a better knowledge of the Holy Bible.
 Deaconess Hart was called to join this ministry during the 2020 pandemic. At first, it was 
difficult to know how virtual teaching would affect attendance. However, God can do anything 
but fail. Our attendance grew due to word of mouth by  attendees. Our Bible Study sections are 
full of healthy conversation, lots of testimonies that relate to the material at hand, and hunger for 
The Word. It is a joy to come together every Wednesday, and Deaconess Karen keeps everything 
running smoothly. 
 If you desire to be edified by the Holy Word of God, please join us for some healthy 
conversations with others like you.

Dr. Sonia L. Russell, Ed. D.

Deaconess Karen Hart

Page 2



COME AND GET 
YOUR PRAISE AND 
WORSHIP ON!!! 

Here at New Birth 
Christian Ministries(NBCM), we give all our 
glory and praise every Sunday at 11:30am. 
The more voices and/or musicians the better, 
because anyone is welcome to join our NBCM 
Church choir led by Youth Minister Donna 
George. Our choir practices are every second 
and fourth Wednesday at 7:00pm, in person 
at 800 Jerusalem Avenue, Uniondale, NY.

We sing hymns and gospel music; yet, 
we accept suggestions to enrichen our praise 
and worship service as long as the song request 
glorifies God and gets you moving. Our music 
tradition helps us begin and end our church 
service on a great note. Our opening hymn is 
“Every Praise” by Hezekiah Walker and our 
closing song is the more traditional “Let The 
Church Say Amen” by Andrae Crouch. Those 
two timeless tunes really elevate an authentic 
worship atmosphere for our church. 

You don’t have to be a musician to 
join. Your dedication and passion are 
more than enough to elevate our choir.

Music/Choir
Minister Donna George

Youth Ministry
New Birth Christian Ministries, Inc. is located at 

800 Jerusalem Avenue in Uniondale, NY.  We are a 501C(3) 
organization that constantly restores a child-like faith for 
all ages! We believe children are the future, and we want 
our church to be a place of spiritual and academic growth 
for young people to unlock their best potential.

As we develop a youth group of children for ages 
12-18, our goal will be to help teens within the group 
expand God’s plan for them by offering a) weekly lessons 
and b) a straightforward exam where the highest grade 
wins a prize. 

Our church offers and prioritizes wholesome 
seasonal activities for the youth group. Annual events 
included a trip to UniverSoul Circus, an Easter egg hunt, 
pumpkin picking on Long Island, an unforgettable fun 
trip to Splish Splash water park, summer BBQ/picnic, and 
at-home movie nights. Besides the fun trips and activities, 
our youth group is welcome to join adults on meaningful 
church family milestones such as the annual American 
Cancer Society’s Breast Cancer walk at Jones Beach, 
where we donate, solicit donations, and walk as a “New 
Birth Warriors” team to support our loved ones, friends, 
and colleagues.

Our children are the future. We look forward to 
being open-minded and learning from them as well.  Our 
youth group allows them to achieve an excellent education 
beyond the classroom with biblical teachings, the choir, 
social activities, and more.

For more information on enrolling your child into 
the group, please contact Youth Minister Donna George 
at georgedonna214@gmail.com.

Matthew 4:19 - And he 
said to them “Follow 
me, and I will make 
you fishers of men.”

New Birth Christian 
Ministries is following 

the path  that Jesus 
walked - saving souls 

and developing leaders to 
spread the gospel.

Sunday School  2016
Led by Deaconess Thea LeGendre-Cineus

Sunday School is mainly for young 
people ages 3-18; however, anyone thirsty 
for knowledge can attend.  It is held before 
church service at 10:30 a.m. on site.

Deaconess Thea was the heart and 
soul of New Birth and ran all Sunday School 
before taking charge of the younger children in the Primary Sunday School.  
She was one of our Church Mothers, dispensing hugs and kisses, making each 
person feel welcome at New Birth.

Program Descriptions
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Youth Department  2018 
Led by Minister Thailia LeGendre-Hobbins

 Children and young adults, up to 21 years old, formed 
the New Birth Praise Team. Minister Thailia LeGendre-
Hobbins was the awesome head of our Youth Ministry.   While 
pursuing her nursing license, she made time for God by leading 
all Youth activities - Barnum and Bailey Circus, UniverSoul 
Circus, Easter Egg Hunt, Splish Splash, and Pumpkin Picking.  
Additionally, she was a role model who delivered the Word of 
God to touch our youth on a monthly basis.

Program Descriptions

Music Department  2018 
Led by Deacon Josue Colas

Singers: Catianna Theogene, Sandi Webster
and Sam LeGendre-Cineus

 The New Birth Choir performed during church 
service for Praise & Worship, church concerts, as well at 
visited churches.

Technology / Zoom  2019 

Led by Trustee & Zoom Master Dr. Sandi Webster

and Zoom Master Donna George

 New Birth held Wednesday night in-person classes for Bible 
Study during 2019. In 2020, Zoom enabled the church to pivot to a 
virtual platform. 
 Our weekly church service is now a hybrid format. In church, the service is 
projected on a TV monitor and was streamed on Facebook Live. Recorded services 
are posted to YouTube.
 Virtual services utilize screen-sharing to allow presentations, share 
scriptures, the words of songs for the virtual congregation, and now includes pre-
recorded videos to emphasize Biblical passages.



Developing Leaders
of New Birth Christian Ministries, Inc.

Evangelist Thea LeGendre-Cineus   2016 
Sunday School Teacher, Deaconess & Evangelist

 Deaconess Thea served on the Steward Board that dispensed Holy 
Communion.  A member of the church for over 5 years and former Head Sunday 
School teacher has been laboring in the vineyard for many years. She has been 
a witness and spreading the word on her job, in the community, and within her 
family. She also beat out the competition to win our first Original Song contest! She 
works as a Pharmacist Assistant at a Rite Aid drug store. Deaconess Thea has just 
been promoted to Evangelist and will assist Dr. Russell with outreach.

Minister Thailia LeGendre-Hobbins, LPN   2016 
Head of Youth Ministries

 While at New Birth, Thailia was ordained as a minister while 
receiving her LPN from Hunter Business Academy and now works with 
The Nassau County Juvenile Detention Center.

Deacon Sam LeGendre-Cineus   2016 
Senior Deacon & College Scholarship

 Sam was responsible for the smooth running of New Birth church service 
and events.  He was the first recipient of the New Birth Scholarship and attended 
Hartwick College in Oneonta, NY on a football scholarship.
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Developing Leaders
of New Birth Christian Ministries, Inc.

Deacon Matthew Bien-Aise   2018 

 At 13 years old, Anthony was called to deliver the Word of God.  He 
was ordained as a Deacon.  He was an Assistant Sunday School Teacher.

Junior Deacon Rayshion Bien-Aise   2018 

 Rayshion became a Junior Deacon while moving into his senior 
year in high school at Deer Park.  Rayshion was a leader in the Praise & 
Worship team of the Youth Choir and provided transportation for other 
members.

Deacon Felix Polanco   2019 
Deacon, Chair of the Deacon Board
& Executive Assistant to the Pastor

 Deacon Felix was called to be in the ministry after first serving as a Deacon. 
After a year, a Deacon Board was created, and he was nominated by the pastor 
to be Chairman of the Deacon Board.  His fellow Deacons elected him to that 
position for a one-year term. As the Chairman, he was charged with supervising 
the deacons of the Music and Sunday School departments.  In that role, he entered 
the internship program where he studied to bring the Word.
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Developing Leaders
of New Birth Christian Ministries, Inc.

Dr. Sonia L. Russell   2021 
Associate Pastor

 Dr. Sonia Russell, an Adjunct Professor at NYT College and an ordained 
minister, was promoted from Director of Women’s Ministries to Associate Pastor. She 
oversees The Bible Study and Sunday School Departments.

Deaconess Karen Hart   2020 
Deaconess & Bible Study Leader

 Deaconess Karen leads our Bible Study on Wednesday nights.  She has 
consistently grown her one-hour virtual Bible study class through her question-and-
answer participation.  Deaconess Karen also is responsible for our Prayer for the Sick 
and Shut-in section of our weekly services.

Minister Donna George   2021 
Youth Minister & Accompanist
 Donna George joined the New Birth Christian Ministries family in late August 
2021 as Zoom Master. The church congregation immediately accepted, embraced, and 
guided her to train and become a potential youth leader. She led the weekly Praise & Worship 
for the music ministry role by choosing and playing hymns and contemporary worship songs. 
In November 2021, Donna was promoted to the Youth Ministry leader position by her supervisor and 
pastor, Dr. Larry McCord.
 Dr. McCord and newly appointed Associate Pastor for the Women’s Ministry, Dr. Sonia L. 
Russell, helped prepare Donna for her youth ministry goal by presenting sermonettes and participating 
in discussions for Bible Study. Donna is a recent graduate of Nassau Community College and is currently 
attending Nyack College majoring in music with plans to become a gospel musician and a high school 
music teacher. She takes private piano lessons outside of college and church to broaden her knowledge 
on how to play gospel improvisation music and advance on playing hymnals. She acknowledges how the 
NBCM church has both patience and faith in her to reach her goal to become the best gospel musician that 
she could be. Donna highly appreciates the current NBCM mini-choir for their dedication and eagerness 
to attend choir practice to ensure that every weekly praise and worship time is centered around and 
glorifies God. 
 Donna grew up in a Christian household where her parents played a vital role - her father was an 
organist and music director, and her mother served as a deaconess and choir member. Her favorite thing 
about church has always been Praise & Worship. She wants to guide young people and encourage them to 
become the best versions of themselves spiritually and mentally.
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