
 

 

 

Understanding & Avoiding Plagiarism - Action Plan 

Part 1:  Know the policy. 
Find out what your school’s policy is regarding plagiarism.  You will most likely find this information in 

the catalog and/or the student handbook.  You may find it in the student code of conduct section.  

Most schools will have this information on their websites.   If you cannot find a policy, ask one of your 

instructors or your advisor.  Once you find the policy, answer the following questions.  If you do not yet 

attend a college, choose a college that you are interested in attending and try to find that school’s 

plagiarism policy on their website. 

Where did you find the policy?

Do you have any questions about the policy?  If so, jot them down here.

Speak with one of your instructors or your advisor to get answers to your questions and make sure you 

understand the policy. 

Part 2:  Find additional resources. 
Find two additional resources that will help you understand and avoid plagiarism.  Does your school 

have a writing lab?  Does your library offer any workshops or have any books/other materials on 

plagiarism, paraphrasing, or citing sources?  Can you find some online resources by doing an Internet 

search?  List your two additional resources below and where you found each one. 

Resource 1: 

 Resource 2:

Part 3:  Practice paraphrasing. 

Do an Internet search for how to paraphrase and read the information you find on a couple of different 

websites that you think are reliable.  A college or university’s website will be reliable.  Purdue 

University’s Online Writing Center, known as the Purdue OWL, has a good paraphrasing exercise.  

Then, ask one of your professors to give you a paragraph to paraphrase and have your professor check 

your work with you.  You could also go to your school’s writing center and ask them to help you 

practice paraphrasing. 
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