
 

 

 

 

Q. Read extensively on the topic ‘Bilingual 

Abilities and Bilingual Development’ and answer 

the following questions:                                                                      

(10+10=20 Marks) 

i. What, in your opinion, are some potential 

benefits and challenges of being a bilingual 

child? 

 

The Advantages: 

 Children raised in more than one language are able to 

master both languages just as well as a child raised in 

one language. 

 Children in multilingual environments are possessed 

with a greater feel for languages and at the same time, 

understand that language is a tool for the purpose of 

communication. 



 Children raised bilingually have greater facility in 

acquiring foreign language fluency at a later time. 

 Children who enjoy a multilingual education can 

transfer knowledge of one language to another. This 

“knowledge transfer” allows for greater 

comprehension with grammatical structures  and can 

also serve enhance vocabulary. 

 Children raised in more than one language have added 

advantages in certain careers having an international 

focus. 

 Children in multilingual environments have a better 

feel for the cultural differences and peculiarities of the 

world. 

The Disadvantages: 

 Children raised bilingually run the risk of not 

mastering either language, and subsequently having 

difficulties in successful completion of a formal 

education. 

 Children enjoying a bilingual environment run the 

risk of being isolated by the host society or of being 

teased by their peers when speaking in the foreign 

language. This teasing can have a detrimental effect 

on the self-esteem of the child. 



 Speech impediments in children, whether it is of a 

physical nature or difficulties in the pronunciation of 

the language becomes more difficult to remedy in 

bilingual children as each language has to be 

addressed individually. 

 

ii. Do you think that bilinguals experience the 

world differently? Substantiate your point of 

view in detail with logical reasoning. 

 

The ability to switch between languages at the drop 

of a hat is often presented in English-speaking 

countries as a rare gift, one that gives you 

unparalleled social and cognitive ability — but while 

Brits and Americans often don’t bother to learn an 

additional language, it’s actually quite common 

elsewhere in the world. In fact, experts estimate that 

over half of the global population speak more than 

one language, and that number appears to be on the 

rise. 

Speaking multiple languages makes you more 

rational 
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How does this ability to speak multiple languages 

affect your behavior and experience of the world? 

Polyglots often report they feel like a different person 

when they speak in another language. They become 

more impulsive, laidback or even more rational 

depending on whether they’re speaking Spanish or 

Mandarin. 

A recent study carried out by psychologists at the 

University of Chicago found that polyglots are more 

likely to make rational decisions when they think 

through a problem in their second language. Why? 

Well, apparently it’s because your native language 

carries deep-seated bias that may influence how you 

envision risk. 

Professor Boaz Keysar, a psychologist involved in the 

study, said: “Our new findings demonstrate that such 

aversion to losses is much reduced when people make 

decisions in their non-native language. 

“A foreign language provides a distancing 

mechanism that moves people from the immediate 

intuitive system to a more deliberate mode of 

thinking.” 

Brain imaging research backed up the findings of this 

study, by showing that the prefrontal cortex, the part 
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of the brain used for rational thought, is activated 

when bilinguals speak in their second language. 

According to the study, when bilinguals speak in their 

second language, their brain inhibits their emotions 

and intuitions, prompting them to make more rational 

decisions in their second language. 

Grammar changes how you see the world 

The structure and grammar of a particular language 

can also shape how you interpret the world. This 

means bilingual speakers are able to switch between 

perspectives depending on the language context 

they’re in. 

Evidence of this was found in recent research, which 

showed that German-English bilinguals interpret 

events differently based on the language context 

they’re in. Linguists at Stockholm and Lancaster 

University asked German and English monolingual 

and bilingual speakers to describe what happened in 

a video clip they were shown of a woman walking 

towards a car. 

In their descriptions, English speakers tended to focus 

on the motion of walking itself rather than the 

destination. So, for example, instead of saying “a 

http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0956797614567509


woman is walking towards a car”, English speakers 

would simply say “a woman is walking”. German 

speakers on the other hand were more likely to 

mention the car. 

Panos Athanasopoulos, Professor of Linguistics and 

English Language at Lancaster University, offered a 

possible explanation for why this might be. “English 

requires its speakers to grammatically mark events 

that are ongoing, by obligatorily applying the –ing 

morpheme: ‘I am playing the piano and I cannot come 

to the phone’ or ‘I was playing the piano when the 

phone rang’. German doesn’t have this feature.” 

So, while English speakers focus on the action itself, 

German speakers are more likely to pay attention to 

its outcome. Meanwhile, bilingual speakers are able 

to go back and forth between each perspective, 

depending on the language they’re thinking in. 
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