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NBA ANNOUNCES NEW

PRESIDENT/EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Marty Riemenschneider picked to head Association

In a press release
dated May 30, 2002,
NBA Chainricin Steve

Morris

the appointment of
Marty
Schneider as the new

President and Execu

tive Director of the

Nebraska

casters Association.

Riemenschneider is replacing long time Executive Di
rector, Dick Palmqiiist, who passed away in March after
a long illness.

The final selection was made by the Executive
Committee of (he Board of Directors from a group of
several highly-qualified applicants.

announced

Riemen-

Broad-

Riemenschneider has been working in and around
broadcasting since 1971. He started his career as an
account executive and part time announcer at WSON-
AM in Henderson, Kentucky, after graduating with a
degree in Radio-Television from Southern Illinois Uni
versity, Carbondale, Illinois. Riemenschneider, who
was born and raised in Paxton, Illinois, worked for many
years at Lackey Broadcasting in Henderson. He became
Sales Manager and Station Manager during a 15-year
period in the Evansville, Indiana/Henderson market. In

1985, along with two partners, he purchased WQRL-FM
in Benton, Illinois, where he increased billings 500% in
nine months. After selling his interest in the Benton
station in 1986, he moved to Omaha where he was hired

by Mitchell Broadcasting Company as General Sales
Manager for KQKQ (Sweet 98). During this period, he
assisted in the start up of KKAR radio in 1987.

{Riemenschneider continued on page 2)

Meet Your Chairman: Steve Morris

Nebraska Broadcasters Association Chairman Steve local revenue increase
of 39% over a 19

month period, more
than doubling the
market growth index
during that period. In
1985, Morris became
Sales Manager at
KOVR-TV in Sacra

mento, where he
added over a million

dollars in a brand new

vendor program in his
first year (here. He supervised a staff (hat booked over
$2 million in local Sacramento Kings revenue before the

first game and assured a profit for the three year Kings
contract. Mike McCarthy, currently of CBS Spot Sales
in Los Angeles, who was hired into KOVR by Steve in
the mid-80’s describes Morris as “a great guy, loves
what he is doing and very got)d at it. He has a passion
for the business not regularly seen anymore.”

(Morris continued on page 2)

Morris is General Manager of Pappas Teleca.sting of
Central Nebraska and operates four television stations.
KSNB-TV, KTVG-TV, KHGI-TV and KWNB-TV.

Steve was born in Kansas City but grew up in Okla
homa City, where he was the fourth of seven children.
He was described as always the first to try .something
adventurous, first to get a paper route, first to get a job,
and had five different jobs before he 15 years old. He

was known as being fearless, very industrious and re
sourceful, traits that have carried over into his profes
sional career as well.

After graduation from high school, Steve attended
Central Stale University in Edmond, Oklahoma and
subsequently joined the service where he was trained as
an Analyst at the Army Intelligence School in Fort
Holibird, Maryland, and also served as a “B” Team Intel
Sergeant with the 121^"* Special Forces Group.

His first foray into broadcasting was in sales at
KOCO-TV. in Oklahoma City in 1972, where he even-

In 1983, Stevelually became Local Sales Manager,
became Local Sales Manager at KXTV in Sacramento,
California where the station booked an average monthly



Honolulu, Morris hadbusiness in
the distinction at the time of his hir
ing of having the largest collection
of floral print short sleeve shirts ever
to hit mid-Nebraska.

Steve was also initiated into a

typical Nebraska winter during his
first weeks here, suffering through
wind chills of -50 degrees, in sharp
contrast to much warmer climate of

Hawaii, as General Sales Manager
for KGMB-TV., which is owned by
Lee Enterprises, former owners of
KMTV in Omaha. While in Hawaii,
he built an enviable track record at
the station, increasing share of reve
nue and supervising a most success
ful vendor program. Besides dis
carding the suit and tie for more
traditional Hawaii attire, he was

described by Kristina Lockwood,
National Sales Manager of KITV,
Honolulu, , who worked for Steve at
KGMB, as a “great mentor and
friend...good at business develop
ment and negotiating major pieces of
business.”

Riemenschneider (continued)
In 1990, he was named General

Manager of the Mitchell Omaha
stations as well as COO over the
other Mitchell radio properties in
Nebraska, replacing Nebraska Hall
of Fame member, Ralph Beaudin,
who he describes as his mentor. The
Mitchell stations continued to grow

numbers, with 14 radio properties
and two construction permits at the
time the Mitchell group entered into
LMA and subsequent sale of the

stations to Waitt Radio in 2000.
In 2001, Riemenschneider was

hired by Mediawebworks, an
Omaha-based internet company that
specializes in developing websites
and audio streaming for the broad
cast industry, where he recently
served as General Manager.

The new President has a long in
volvement in professional and com
munity organizations, having served

the NBA Board from 1995-2000,
and as President of the NBA in 1999.
He was a founding member of the
Metro Omaha Radio Broadcasters

Association, holding several offices
during its existence, and has also
served in various functions with the
United Way and Operation Commu
nity Pride. He has also been a mem
ber of the Omaha Ad Club and the
Omaha Press Club.

Riemenschneider is engaged to
Kathy Graham, a relocation special
ist with Primacy Relocation in
Omaha. His two children, Laura and
Jeff, both make their home in Omaha
as well.

m

an

on

Hawaii.

Serving as Chairman of the NBA
this year has been a busy, involved
job for Steve. Due to President
Palmquist’s extended illness, Morris
had to pick up the ball and run the
organization from his office in Kear
ney. To say the least, Steve met the
challenge and has kept the organiza
tion moving forward during the ab
sence of an Executive Director.

When he’s not hard at work, he
lists as his hobbies volleyball, bik
ing, reading, running (he’s been in
three marathons), and he’s a licensed
PADl Scuba Diver. His civic in
volvement includes the NBA board,
the Kearney United Way Board, and
the Platte Valley Heritage Founda
tion, which is raising money to build
a 1500 seat outdoor amphitheater in
Kearney that will house a nightly
historical drama on summer eve-

m

W- nings.
Morris is married to the former

Olga Ivanovna Sidletska, of Dni-
propetrovsk, Ukraine, whom he met
when she served as his interpreter
during a trip to Russia in 1997. He
has two adult daughters, Jessica and
Danielle and two boys at home,
Arturo and Max, who attend Kear
ney High School. He also has four
grandchildren.

Runner, Manager, Father,
Grandfather, and Chairman of the
Nebraska Broadcasters Association

... a big salute to Steve Morris.

While in Honolulu, Steve con
tinued running as a hobby and ran in
the 1994, 1995, and 1996 Honolulu
marathons, and still works out and
runs to this day. Fellow broadcaster
and marathoner, Pat Shauggnesy,
President of AVI, Dallas, and for
mer Omaha radio sales executive at

KOIL worked extensively with Steve
at KGMB and was “impressed with
his ability to perform and execute
against formidable odds.” He states
that Morris is “blessed with a rare

combination of analytical skills that
must have been why he lucked out in
finding Olga, his beautiful and viva
cious Ukrainian bride.”

Morris’s latest journey has
brought him to Kearney where he
was hired by Howard Shrier, Senior
Executive Vice President and COO

of Pappas Telecasting, (ex-NBA
board member and President in

1997). Shrier describes Morris as a
“very bright guy, who has brought
leadership to the four stations and is
doing a fine job as General Manager
at Pappas Telecasting of Central
Nebraska.” Shrier said that because

of the casual atmosphere of doing

Morris (continued from page 1)
In 1990, Steve jumped from

California to Florida, where he be
came the General Sales Manager at
WJKS-TV, the ABC affiliate in
Jacksonville, and was responsible for
all the station revenue as well as

budgeting, forecasting, planning,
research, sales promotion and more.
During this period, the station re
versed a three-year negative pacing
and increased station audience share/

revenue index to 116%. John Mann,
now General Sales Manager of
WTVM-TV, ‘

who was hired by Steve at WJKS
says that Morris was “one of the
best bosses and Sales Managers he
ever worked for.” Mann goes on to
describe Morris as “unruffled, a
great listener, a great student of
life.”

Columbus Georgia,

Political Advertising
Window Opens 9/5

Here’s a reminder that the 60

day General Election Political Win
dow will be in effect from Septem
ber 5 to November 5, 2002. Now is

the time to start working on your
Lowest Unit Charge rule. Have your
“bottom feeders” cleaned out by the
end of summer, and your political
rates all ready to go for the General
Election November 5.

Another cross-country move in
1994 landed Morris in Honolulu,



starting the 7 Can Help Kids pro
gram.

to more information and a particu
larly enhanced employment section.

Several Nebraska radio stations

are all ready using the Mediaweb-
works system on their websites, no
tably, Sandhills Express.com (KCNl/
KBBN, Broken Bow); Grand Island
Now.com

Grand Island); Hastingslink.com
(KHAS/ KICSX and KHUB/KFMT
in Fremont.

(KRGl/KRGY/KMMJ,

Phyllis Ned
Remembered KETV News Director Rose Ann

Shannon wrote this about Phyllis:
She was a professional and personal
mentor for us all. She taught us
about working hard and smart, about
being competitive and ethical. We
will miss Phyllis. We’ll miss her
advice...her way of putting all things
in their proper perspective....her
calming influence....her steadiness.
But we are much richer for having
known her. We have been truly
blessed with her friendship.

Phyllis Ned, passed on March 3,
2002. She will be fondly remem
bered by all her family and her
broadcast family as well.

Phyllis Ned, former General
Manager KETV, was scheduled to
assume the title of Chairwoman of

the Nebraska Broadcasters Associa

tion. Because of her illness and un

fortunate passing, she was unable to
assume this position, however.

Phyllis be
gan her broad
cast career in

1970 as

receptionist and
bookkeeper.
From that first

day in the i|
accounting
department, she moved into posi
tions of increasing responsibility at
KETV. She subsequently served as
Business Manager, Traffic Manager,
Local Sales Manager, and General
Sales Manager before landing the
top job at the station in October of
1994. Then President and CEO of

Pulitzer Broadcasting, Ken Elkins
said “that when 1 presented her with
the opportunity to become the Gen
eral Manager, she wondered if 1
thought she would be successful. 1
said that between us it was likely
that she could be and she obviously
was. 1 was in town when she was

named to the position and we were
going to lunch. I said to her that as
General Manager she could not
transport clients in her pick-up truck.
She giggled and said she promised to
buy a car. It was this style that will
be most remembered. The unselfish

way she approached her responsibil
ity and her unassuming manner set
the standard for all of us.”

Phyllis was committed to her
profession. She was on the Board of
Nebraska Broadcasters Association
for many years and also served as an
officer prior to being named as
President-elect in 2000. She was a
member of the Omaha Federation of
Advertising, American Women in
Radio and Television, and served on
the Television Sales Bureau’s Advi
sory Committee.

Ned cared about her community
and was a member of the Crimestop-
pers Board, and was vice President
of the Board of Directors for the
Nebraska Children and Families
Foundation. She was instrumental in

a  .
Palmquist Donations
Exceed $3500.

Proceeds from donations given
in memory of Dick Palmquist have
reached a total of $3545 to the Ne
braska Broadcasters Association

Foundation, according to Annabelle
Current, Dick’s wife. Future plans
for scholarships given through the
Foundation to the University of Ne
braska Omaha, will be named the
Richard F. Palmquist UNO Scholar
ship, as Dick attended UNO and was
a big Maverick backer.

Donations can still be made in

Dick’s name. Please send them to

the NBA office in Omaha, and make
out the donation payable to the Ne
braska Broadcasters Association

Foundation. Dick was instrumental

in helping establish the Foundation,
and was active in attempting to grow
the Foundation through the years.
All donations are greatly appreciated
by his family and by the NBA Foun
dation.

New NBA Website Is

On Its Way

Although the current Nebraska
Broadcasters Association Website

(www.ne-ba.org), has served the
association well, it’s time for a
newer, bolder, more functional site.

Thanks to a substantial donation

from Nebraska Broadcasters Asso
ciation Hall of Famer and former

Mitchell Broadcasting Company
President John Mitchell and his son.
Dr. John Mitchell, owners of Me-
diawebworks, a brand new, website
is now in the process of being built.

It is hoped that the “look and
feel” of the site will be available for

viewing at the 69^1 Annual NBA
convention in August.

The website will be patterned
after the Missouri Broadcasters As

sociation website, a client of Me-
diawebworks. The MBA site has

undergone many changes and up
grades under the direction of Don
Hicks, MBA Executive Director.

Many new features and capabili
ties will accompany the NBA site.
Mediawebworks will incorporate an
operating system called CPS (Con
tent Publishing System), which will
allow easy administration and versa
tility of the new NBA site. NBA
members will eventually have access

3Rtcharh Palimjittal
1933-3002



The 69^^ Annual Convention is Coming!

the Friday luncheon gubernalorial
debate between Republican iiicuni-
beiit Mike Johanns and Democratic

Challenger Stormy Dean, one of
only three debates that have been
scheduled by the candidates as of
this writing.

When you add golf at Indian
Creek, great food, a well-stocked
hospitality suite, and plenty of net
working opportunities, you'll have
the recipe for a great convention. As
of press lime, we're still adding to
the program lineup.

The official convention materials

are on their way, so make your plans
now!

ment. and one fast paced session for
salespeople.

Results Broadcasting Company
General Manager. Don Jacobs from
Siou.\ Falls, South Dakota will pre
sent promotional opportunities that
generate significant revenues, with
applications to boost sales for both
radio and television. His stations are

the most active in the midamong

is this year's theme. The Regency
Marriott Hotel in Omaha is the

place. Here's a look at what is on
this year's schedule so far.:

Washington, D.C. attorney John
‘‘Grip Johnson of Paul. Hastings.
Janofsky and Walen will head up a
busy legal workshop and address
current issues.

west in developing Promotional Dol
lars... he was doing NTR before it
was called that.

We'll have a tour of the Ameri

can Gramaphone .studios, home of
Chip Davis' Mannheim Steamroller.

The Hall of Fame induction and

the NBA ConAgra Awards of Excel
lence will be presented at the eve
ning banquets, and the real capper is

Super Sales trainer, Paul
Weyland will make his llrst appear
ance at convention. Paul is touted as
the hottest, most relevant sales
trainer-consultant in the market.
He'll conduct two sessions on

Thursday morning, one for manage

What: 69"’ Annual NBA Convention

When: Wednesday, August 21 thru Friday, August 23.
Where: Regency Marriott Hotel, Omaha
Why: To Promote our stations, our state and our organization, and our industry!
Who: YOU!
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