
 

Page 1 of 5.  Signed Chairman ………………………..…………………………  Date 11/1/21 

 
 
 
 

        
 
 
 
 

Minutes of the Bluntisham Parish Council  
 Wednesday 6th January 2021 at 7.00pm virtual Zoom meeting ID: 816 4317 

8500 
Present: Mr Mark Berg, Mr Gary James, Mr Frank Hudson (phone), Mrs Mary Groombridge, 
Mrs Cynthia Curtis, Mrs Philippa Hope, Mr Rob Gore, Mr Martin Crowhurst, Mr Roger Steel 
& Mrs Tracey Hope (Clerk) 
Also present: 4 x member of the public & Cllr Neish & Cllr Criswell 

 Open forum  
The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed members of the public to the open forum.   
One resident raised concern with the number of properties flooded during 2020 and asked if 
the County Council or Environment Agency are looking into this. Cllr Criswell advised that 
the EA, CCC, HDC, AW have formed a working party to look at all aspects and will be 
seeking help from parishes to identify properties which experienced problems who didn’t 
involve the emergency services. The gulley’s which caused problems will be visited more 
frequently however it is to be noted that often the pipework is not able to cope with the surges 
of water during these storms. Further concern was raised by the sewage pipework unable to 
cope as experienced in Wheatley Crescent and The Poplars. Cambridge Water advised 
previously that they are not willing to spend the money to replace the pipework. 
Mary Groombridge advised that Wadsby’s Folly needs dredging as this is full to capacity and 
overflowed during all floods of 2020. Cllr Criswell is to investigate the ownership and to 
advise of whose responsibility it falls onto. 
Philippa Hope advised that the property adjacent to the car park on Station Road flooded for 
the first time and asked HDC to take note when investigating future planning applications for 
this site. 
One resident queried the foot/cycle path outside the cottages on Station Road which continues 
to flood during normal rainfall.  The clerk advised that CCC Highways have confirmed that no 
further action would be taken.  The same resident asked if residents who have hedges/trees 
adjacent to footpaths keep them trimmed back as some are overgrowing onto the footpaths.  
The clerk is to identify and correspond as required. 
One resident raised concern with the flooding to the Ouse Valley Way footpath which has got 
worse since the tarmacking of the storage unit on Station Road.  The clerk is to investigate and 
inform the OVW project group. 
The meeting opened at 7.40pm. 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr 
Crisw
ell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 

179  Dispensation Forms received and decisions given - None  
180  Declarations of interest for items on the agenda – Mrs Philippa Hope pecuniary interest 

item 188 BACS run 4th December. 
 

181  Apologies for absence –Mrs Jayne Smith.  No contact from Cllr Besley.  
182  Sports Clubs – the clerk advised that all football is now cancelled due to the latest lockdown.  
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183  Planning: 
• Enforcement Update – the clerk updated the PC with email correspondence from the 

Enforcement Team Leader.  
• Planning application update –No decisions on outstanding applications.  For the 

detailed list click here (Appendix 1). 
• Sunnica Energy Farm – statutory consultation.  The clerk advised that while this 

scheme is outside of the district the PC had been included within the consultation.  
There were no concerns raised.  

• Rose Homes – the clerk advised that Rose Homes had asked if the PC would take 
responsibility for the new footpath and hedge to the front of the development.  It was 
agreed that as the PC hadn’t previously maintained the hedge and the footpath was new 
and within the open space element of the development, that it wouldn’t be willing to be 
responsible for either.  (Proposed Mrs Philippa Hope, seconded Mr Rob Gore.  All 
agreed.) 

• 20/02608/TREE – Felling horse chestnut – 33 Wood End, Bluntisham.  All agreed that 
due to the damage this tree was causing that it was the right decision to remove and 
replace with a smaller variety more in-keeping with the location.  A recommendation 
of APPROVE was agreed.  (Proposed Mrs Philippa Hope, seconded Mr Rob Gore.  All 
agreed) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

184  Minutes of the Parish Council meeting dated 2nd December 2020 to be approved and 
signed by the Chairman – The minutes were signed virtually by the Chairman and scanned to 
the clerk to avoid unnecessary contact.  (Proposed, seconded.  All agreed.) 

 

185  Matters arising from previous minutes not on the agenda – the clerk advised the 
improvements to the old changing rooms had not been quoted to date.  
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186  District & County Council report 
Cllr Steve Criswell shared the following report:  
The County Hub remains open and is supporting the 32,500 shielding residents of 
Cambridgeshire.  Correspondence will be sent out by the end of the week to those who were 
previously asked to shield encouraging them to stay home and shield again.  Free school meal 
vouchers are available to those who fall into the category and will continue to provide support 
those families while they are home schooling.  A recommendation to reduce the A1123 to a B 
road has been made, this is an ongoing project.  If the road was downgraded to a B road then it 
opens up other opportunities for reducing the volume of traffic using it.  Cllr Martin Crowhurst 
asked if the down grading automatically reduced the tonnage of vehicles allowed to use it?  
Cllr Criswell advised that the rules remain the same for A & B roads so no immediate 
reduction would be made.  Cllr Rob Gore asked if the down grading would impact on the 
gritting frequency?  Cllr Criswell advised that gritting is decided by CCC and the classification 
of the road wouldn’t impact on this. 
A member of the public raised the following: In realistic terms would the usage of the road 
change due to the access required for a large % of the HGV using the road?  
Another member of the public asked if the PC would consider a bypass project group for 
Bluntisham & Earith to reduce the volume of HGV using the A1123?  Cllr Criswell advised 
that he is happy to involve the PC when more details are available on the proposed changes to 
the 1123. 
Cllr Philippa Hope asked if there were any updates to Covid vaccination centres within the 
county?  Cllr Criswell advised that this is being led by the clinical commissioning group but 
hoped that more detail would be available within the next week or two. 
Cllr Jon Neish shared the following report: 
HDC are part of the flooding multi agency project group who will be encouraging parishes to 
provide details of all impacted areas/properties within the parish soon.  The clerk is to collate 
the details.  Covid vaccines are currently being administered at Peterborough and 
Addenbrookes hospitals but it is hoped that other sites within Huntingdonshire will be 
available soon.  Further meetings regarding the A141 are taking place and concerns and 
suggestions will be considered from parishes.  The latest covid grant scheme will be 
administered by HDC and more details will be available on the website asap.  Cllr Philippa 
Hope asked if the priority will be as before?  Cllr Neish wasn’t confident with the conditions 
but was hopeful that the eligibility would be similar to the previous grants. 

 

187  FY2020/21 Accounts to end December 2020 –Mrs Philippa Hope discussed the accounts and 
advised that the parish accounts should see a surplus of £3,500 at the end of the financial year, 
however the village hall are likely to just break even.  Additional income from the NTAS who 
are hiring the meeting rooms to be used as a 1:1 classroom have boosted VH income. 
 
Income December - £1,400.73 
Expenditure December- £3,675.01 (£8853.77 including transfer to BS account) 
Bank Balance Lloyds: £34,395.28 
Savings Account: £ 62,569.31 
(Proposed Mrs Philippa Hope, seconded Mr Martin Crowhurst.  All agreed.) 

 
 
 

188  Accounts for payment for December  
• BACS run 4th December - £2,051.30  
• BACS run 24th December - £6,383.53 (includes £5114.43 transfer to BS account) 
(Proposed Mrs Cynthia Curtis, seconded Mr Frank Hudson.  All agreed with the exception 
of Mrs Philippa Hope who declared a pecuniary interest) 
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189 

 

Gigabit broadband vouchers – the clerk shared the correspondence received following the 
registration for the improvement scheme.  The outline quote for the upgrade is £634,726.05 
which means that 500 (out of the 695) properties in Bluntisham would have to apply for the 
vouchers in order for the improvements to go ahead.  The clerk advised that following the 
initial social media post only 48 enquiries had been received and all agreed that it was unlikely 
to be successful and therefore not worth any further investment of time.  The clerk is to update 
those people who had expressed an interest in the upgrade.  (Proposed Mrs Mary 
Groombridge, seconded Mr Rob Gore.  All agreed.) 

 
 
 
Clerk 

190  Village Hall 
• Floor update – the clerk advised the work to the floor was completed on 24th 

December.  There is a slight gap between the boards, however, the floor is now ready 
to be used as and when regulations allow. 

• Doctors hire – the clerk advised that the doctor’s rooms will be hired out asap to be 
used as surge sites for local GP surgeries as recommended by the CCG.  Further details 
will be shared asap. 

 

191  COVID 19 - Tier 4/National Lockdown – the clerk suggested contacting those who 
previously registered for help to see if they require help again.  It was agreed to assess the 
level of volunteers first ahead of making contact with the vulnerable groups.   

Clerk 

192  Village Updates & maintenance: 
• SID – High Street the clerk advised that the SID will be moved at the end of the week 

to Rectory Road having spent 3 months in this location.  All agreed this would be ok.  
A member of the public asked if the PC would consider putting a solar unit in this 
location on a permanent basis as the unit does slow vehicles down.  The clerk advised 
that to install any unit on a permanent basis then the PC would need to install a 
dedicated column to erect the unit on.  The PC agreed that a temporary siting has been 
proven to be more beneficial and it will not be installing any SID’s in any location on a 
permanent basis.   

 
 
Clerk 

193  Committee updates: 
• Allotments – Nothing to report 
• Updates from Mrs Margaret Lumb – the HCV group discussed Cllr Bill Hunt’s 

proposal to downgrade the 1123 from A to B and rejected it.  It was thought that it 
would make little difference to traffic volumes until all satnavs were reprogrammed 
and the loss of funds for maintenance was a concern.  Road Safety committee also 
agreed & that any money spent would be of greater benefit on Wheatsheaf crossroads 
improvements. 

 

194  Correspondence received: 
• J Caswell – speeding, SID & traffic volume.  Mr Caswell presented his correspondence 

where he was concerned with the noise and air pollution due to the increase in traffic 
volumes and speed through the village.  Cllr Philippa Hope asked what he suggests and 
Mr Caswell asked for a project group to be set up in the village to look at reducing the 
speeds on all roads to 20mph and to have a bypass.  Cllr Gary James advised that 
working patterns will change in the coming years which is likely to impact on the 
volume of vehicle movements, also there would be very little public money for any 
improvements following the pandemic and therefore the priority needs to be on areas 
currently deemed dangerous, like Wheatsheaf Crossroads.  Cllr Mark Berg advised that 
when the A14 fully opens this may help improve the traffic volumes.  A suggestion to 
erect voluntary 20mph signs around the village was made, but discounted, as unlikely 
to be effective.  It was agreed to continue with moving the SID to the agreed locations 
around the village and to consider a 20mph limit as part of a future LHI project. 
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195  Items for consideration (for information only) 
Cllr Mark Berg advised that a den had been made in the barn adjacent to the dog walk.  The 
clerk advised that this barn is Mr Walter Smith’s property and he had been made aware of this 
and had contacted the police. 
Meeting closed 8.55pm 
Next meeting Wednesday 3rd February 2021 @ 7pm 

 

 
Bluntisham 100 club draw took place:  
 
1st place wins £50 – 51 Roger Tacq 
2nd place wins £20 – 24 Jayne Smith 
3rd place wins £10 – 46 Richard Saltmarsh 


