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Asbestos	  and	  your	  health	  
	  

Most	  people	  are	  exposed	  to	  
very	  small	  amounts	  of	  
asbestos	  in	  the	  air	  they	  
breathe	  every	  day	  and	  do	  
not	  develop	  asbestos-‐related	  
health	  problems.	  	  

The four major asbestos-related diseases 
are: 

Pleural plaques 
The pleura are the tissues that line the 
chest cavity and cover the surface of the 
lungs. Asbestos may produce thickened 
patches on the pleura (pleural plaques) 
or a widespread fibrosis of the pleura 
and pleural effusions (fluid in the chest 
cavity). These conditions are not 
cancerous.  

Asbestosis 

Asbestosis is not a cancer. It is a chronic 
and progressive lung disease caused by 
inhaling asbestos fibres over a long 
period of time. It may take 5 to 20 years 
before symptoms develop. The 
accumulated, inhaled asbestos fibres 
produce scarring (fibrosis) of the lung. 
The scar tissue, or ‘fibrosis’, is hard and 
inflexible – this makes the lungs stiffen 
and stops them from working properly. 

Lung cancer 

People exposed to large amounts of 
asbestos fibres over a long period of 
time have a significant risk of 
developing lung cancer. These 
cancerous tumours mainly occur in the 
lining of the tubes leading into the lungs, 
the smaller airways or the middle of the 
lungs. It usually takes 10 to 20 years for 

lung cancer to develop after asbestos 
exposure. 

Mesothelioma 
Mesothelioma is a rare cancer affecting 
the tissue that lines the body cavities, 
particularly the chest and abdominal 
cavities. It is caused by past exposure to 
asbestos. The tumour begins in the 
pleura and spreads to the lung and chest 
wall.  It can take 30 to 40 years after 
exposure to asbestos for this condition 
to develop and be diagnosed. 

Your Risk of Exposure 
Whether an individual develops an 
asbestos-related disease depends on a 
range of exposure factors such as the 
level and duration of exposure, length of 
time since first exposure, the fibre type, 
and concurrent exposure to tobacco 
smoke and other carcinogens. 

The risk of developing an asbestos-
related disease increases when a larger 
number of fibres are breathed in.  

Inhalation is the main way that asbestos 
fibres enter your body. When asbestos 
fibres are breathed in, they can lodge in 
lung tissue and cause inflammation, 
scarring and sometimes more serious 
asbestos-related diseases. These diseases 
usually take many years, if not decades, 
to develop. 

People’s immune systems vary and 
hence their risk of contracting disease 
will also vary. There are particular risks 
involved when children are exposed to 
asbestos dust.  The only sensible thing 
to do is to avoid inhaling asbestos 
dust  



Asbestos in Australia 
Since 2003, asbestos and all products 
containing asbestos have been banned 
Australia-wide. These materials cannot 
be imported, stored, supplied, sold, 
installed, used or re-used. However, this 
ban does not cover the asbestos-
containing products already in the built 
and general environment.   

Australia has a very high level of 
asbestos containing materials in public 
and residential buildings and has the 
highest per capita number of cases of 
mesothelioma in the world. All types of 
asbestos (white, brown and blue) 
should be treated as equally 
hazardous. 

Before stringent controls were enforced, 
workers involved in the mining, milling 
or manufacture of asbestos were 
exposed and many contracted asbestos 
related disease (ARD). They are referred 
to as the first wave. 

The second wave of cases involved 
workers in the construction, power and 
shipbuilding industries who worked with 
asbestos containing materials.  Some of 
these workers may still be at risk where 
safe work practices are not followed. 

Family members of people working with 
asbestos were also exposed to asbestos 
fibres brought home on workers’ 
clothing. In some cases this led to 
people contracting an ARD. These cases 
are referred to as bystander cases.  

Home renovators who work on 
asbestos-containing materials in such a 
way that fibres are released into the air – 
for example, when using power tools – 
are particularly at risk.  This is referred 
to as the third wave of exposure risk.  

Reducing your risk  
Finding that asbestos containing 
materials are in your home or workplace 
does not mean your health is at risk. 
Studies have shown that bonded 

asbestos containing materials, if in 
sound condition and left undisturbed, 
do not pose a significant health risk.  

When building materials that contain 
asbestos are weathered, damaged or 
disturbed (as part of a renovation, for 
instance) then asbestos fibres can be 
released, inhaled and possibly affect 
your health in the future. 

If you are planning home renovations 
and want to reduce your risk of 
exposure then we suggest you watch our 
short video 
asbestoswise.com.au/information-and-
resources/asbestos-in-the-home/ 

You may also find our Information Sheet 
on Asbestos in Your Home as a useful guide  

If you are concerned about possible 
exposure at work then you should 
contact your union or WorkSafe.  

If your concern is asbestos in the 
environment then you should contact 
the Environment Protection Agency 
(EPA). 
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Asbestos	  in	  your	  home	  
	  

Asbestos	  was	  used	  in	  many	  
building	  materials	  prior	  to	  
the	  1980s	  because	  of	  its	  
strength,	  fire	  resistance	  
and	  insulating	  properties.	  	  
 

It is estimated that up to one third of all 
homes in Australia contain building 
materials that contain asbestos. As a 
general guideline, if your house was built 
or renovated: - 

o before the mid-1980s, it is 
highly likely that it has some 
asbestos materials 

o between the mid-1980s and 1990, 
it is likely that it has asbestos 
containing materials 

o after 1990, it is unlikely that it 
has asbestos materials. 

 

Although asbestos has not been used in 
domestic building materials since 1987 
and the import and use of asbestos/ 
asbestos containing materials was 
banned throughout Australia in 2003, 
there is still a significant amount of 
asbestos found in homes.  

 

Typically, asbestos in your home can be 
found in two forms:  

o Firmly bound fibres such as that 
found in flat or corrugated wall 
or roof cement sheeting 

o Loose asbestos fibres (friable) 
such as that used in insulation 
products for hot water pipes, 
domestic heaters and ceiling 
insulation 

Since 2003, it has been illegal to import, 
store, supply, sell, install, use or re-use 
asbestos containing materials. Cellulose 
fibres are now used instead of asbestos 
in building materials and non-asbestos 
fibres, such as glass, are now used in 
insulation products. 

If you think you have found asbestos in 
your home, there are two things to 
remember: don’t panic and don’t disturb 
it.   

Asbestos containing materials in your 
home only become a potential risk when 
they are 

o Disturbed in such a way that it 
releases asbestos fibres or dust 
that contains asbestos fibres e.g. 
drilling, demolition, sanding, 
renovation work or cutting 

o In such a poor or deteriorated 
condition causing the fibres to 
be released  
 

Home renovations are now considered 
the biggest cause of the general public’s 
exposure to asbestos fibres in Australia. 
Lack of awareness about the dangers of 
asbestos by do-it-yourself renovators is 
placing the future health of these people 
and their families at risk. 

Historically, asbestos has been used to 
manufacture thousands of different 
building materials that may be present in 
your home. We strongly suggest that 
you have your home assessed for 
asbestos containing materials prior to 
undertaking any renovations. 

It is not always possible to identify the 
presence of asbestos just by looking at it. 
The only way to be certain is to have a 
sample analysed through an accredited 
laboratory. You should confirm the 



presence (or otherwise) of asbestos in any 
materials you believe might contain 
asbestos before undertaking general  
maintenance renovation or demolition 
activities. 

If the building material appears to be in 
good condition and unlikely to release 
fibres, then it can be left in place. This 
would be the case for tiles, floors and 
painted surfaces. If the surfaces have 
deteriorated and fibres are likely to 
become airborne or the material is going 
to be demolished, then assume it to be 

asbestos or have the material tested by a 
registered hygienist 

Remember, that it is hard to identify 
asbestos products in the home just by 
looking at them. Below is a diagram and a 
list that shows the potential location of 
asbestos products in a home built or 
renovated before 1990 

 

	   	  



Bathroom, toilet and laundry Asbestos cement sheeting used in walls, ceilings and floors 
Hot water pipes set in to masonry walls 

  Lagging on hot water pipes 

Living areas Insulation in wood heaters 
  Asbestos cement sheeting beneath heater hearths 

Kitchen Vinyl or linoleum floor tiles 
  Backing to cushion vinyl flooring 

Hot water pipes set into masonry walls 
 

Exterior Flat, patterned and corrugated wall and roof sheeting 
Imitation brick cladding 

  Eaves 
   
Backyard Garden sheds 
  Fences Garages and carports 

Dog kennels 
   
Vehicles Brake linings 
  Clutch linings 

Adhesive products 
   
Commercial buildings Coating sprayed on beams for fireproofing 
  Wrap on pipes and boilers 
  Sheeting in roofs and walls 

 
Other Electrical meter boards 
  Ironing board covers 

Heatproof mats 
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Please note, that if any building /demolition or renovation work is being done by a 
contractor (i.e. someone other than yourself as the owner) the site is deemed to be a 
workplace and Section 4.3 Asbestos) of Victoria’s OHS Regulations apply.  
This regulation stipulates that any work with or removal of asbestos containing materials 
must be undertaken by a trained person, and, in most cases, by a licensed removalist. 
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Asbestos	  and	  your	  neighbours	  
	  

During	  renovations	  or	  
demolition	  of	  affected	  
houses,	  asbestos	  fibres	  may	  
be	  released	  into	  the	  air.	  
While	  the	  overall	  health	  risk	  
in	  these	  circumstances	  may	  
be	  very	  low,	  extra	  
precautions	  should	  be	  taken	  
to	  reduce	  the	  chance	  of	  
asbestos	  fibres	  becoming	  
airborne	  and	  subsequently	  
being	  inhaled.	  Please	  do	  not	  
forget	  your	  neighbours.	  

Under the nuisance provisions of the 
Health Act (Vic) 1958, any nuisances 
which are, or are liable to be, offensive 
or dangerous to health could be 
investigated by an Environmental 
Health Officer from your local council. 

Dealing with asbestos is the 
responsibility of the property or home 
owner unless a contractor has been 
engaged to do renovation, building or 
other work. 

The removal of asbestos during major 
renovation or demolition of residential 
and commercial buildings and structures 
should be carried out by experienced 
and licensed asbestos removalists. They 
will minimise the release of asbestos 
fibres into the surrounding 
neighbourhood. 

If you suspect that a contractor or 
licensed asbestos removalist, is not 
observing safe work practices, report the 
issue to your state health and safety 

authority e.g. WorkSafe, as the business 
may be breaching the OHS Regulations, 
2007. worksafe.vic.gov.au/laws-and-
regulations/acts-and-regulations 

Specific things to look out for that may 
suggest a neighbour (or a contractor on 
their behalf) may not be taking 
appropriate precautions include: not 
wetting the asbestos containing material 
periodically throughout the removal 
process (this helps keep the dust down), 
breaking the asbestos containing 
material up into small pieces, using 
power tools in the removal process or 
throwing the material onto the ground. 

Note, that as the owner of the property, 
if you engage a tradesperson, your home 
becomes their workplace. It is important 
to alert any tradespeople who come to 
your house that it contains (or might 
contain) asbestos and to take 
precautions to ensure they do not 
expose themselves or others to asbestos 
fibres. 

If you are concerned about demolition 
work being carried out close to your 
home you can take additional 
precautions such as keeping your 
windows and doors shut. If your 
property is in very close proximity to the 
work being undertaken, avoid working 
outside during the asbestos removal and 
clean up, for example avoid gardening 
and hanging out your washing. 

Please note, that if your neighbour 
needed approval to demolish their home 
or garage, then there is a requirement 
for them to advise you prior to 
commencement of these works – this is 
one of the conditions of them getting 
approval. If the application was made 



through Council, they are required to 
give five (5) working days’ notice. If the 
application was made through a Private 
Certifier, two (2) working days’ notice is 
required to be given. A neighbour is 
defined as the property on either side, 
opposite and at the rear of the property 
in question. 

The reason your neighbours are required 
to notify you prior to commencement of 
demolition work is to give you the 
opportunity to organise leaving your 
house for the day. During a demolition, 
it is a requirement that asbestos is 
removed first, so the first day of 
demolition is the best day to avoid the 
area where possible. Whether home or 
not, close all windows and doors and 
remove all items from your clothesline. 

If your neighbour (or a licensed 
contractor on their behalf) is removing a 
small amount of asbestos, then there is 
no requirement to notify neighbours. 
However, we strongly encourage them 
to do so. 

Asbestos waste materials must be 
disposed of at authorised landfills. Not 
all landfills are certified to accept 
asbestos containing waste materials 
from residential or commercial building 
sites. A list of licensed Victorian landfills 
can be found on the Asbestoswise 
Information Sheet: Disposing of Asbestos 
Yourself. 

Unfortunately in our community, the 
illegal dumping of asbestos in public 
places (e.g. footpath, parks) is all too 
common. 

If you see someone illegally dumping 
asbestos, call your local council or the 
EPA straight away. If you can, record 
any details that will assist them in their 
investigation of the matter, such as the 
car registration number or address of 
the offender. If you find illegally 

dumped asbestos, also call your local 
council straight away. 

When building materials containing 
asbestos are burnt, they tend to explode 
which results in asbestos fibres entering 
the atmosphere. The public should stay 
away from fire-damaged premises 
known to have asbestos until such time 
as professionals are called in to spray 
any possible asbestos fibres with a glue-
like substance to suppress them. 

Call your local council if you are 
concerned about a burnt-out site near you. 
Other precautions you can take if it is a 
neighbouring home that has been burnt, 
is to close your windows and remove any 
clothes on your clothesline 
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Asbestos	  and	  rental	  properties	  
	  

Asbestos	  is	  a	  natural,	  
fibrous	  mineral.	  Because	  of	  
its	  durability,	  fire	  resistance	  
and	  excellent	  insulating	  
properties,	  it	  was	  used	  
extensively	  in	  the	  Australian	  
building	  industry	  between	  
the	  1940s	  and	  late	  1980s.	  

In residential buildings, asbestos fibres 
can be found either firmly (bonded) or 
loosely bound (friable) in a number of 
products. 

Bonded asbestos can be found in: 

• Flat or corrugated sheeting 
(commonly called “fibro” or 
“AC sheeting”). 

• Water or flue pipes. 

• Roof shingles. 

• Flexible building boards. 

• Imitation brick cladding. 

• Textured paint. 

• Vinyl floor tiles. 

• Backing of linoleum floor 
coverings. 

Friable (loose) asbestos may be found in 
some older forms of insulation used in 
domestic heaters and stoves. In Victoria 
it is unlikely that ceiling insulation used 
in domestic buildings will contain 
asbestos. Bonded asbestos can become 
friable if it is weathered or deteriorated. 

As a prospective tenant, you are entitled 
to enquire and obtain information about 
the existence of asbestos in a property 
before signing a rental agreement.  

Please note that the landlord is not 
required by law to have this information.  

As a general rule the presence of 
asbestos in the building material of a 
residential property poses minimal risk 
to your health, provided that it is in 
good condition and is not disturbed. 

If you are currently renting a property 
and believe that you or your family are 
potentially being exposed to asbestos (as 
a result of deterioration of asbestos 
containing materials or due to unsafe 
repair/renovation work being 
undertaken), contact your agent or the 
landlord by telephone immediately and 
express your concerns in writing. 

As the occupier of a property, where the 
removal of asbestos is scheduled to 
happen you should be notified prior to 
any work being undertaken.  

If the landlord or a contractor (on the 
landlord’s behalf) is doing work on the 
property that you rent, and asbestos 
containing materials are identified, you 
should ensure that it will be removed 
properly.  

If any repair/ renovation work is being 
done on the property you rent and the 
work is being done by a contractor (i.e. 
someone other than the owner) then site 
is deemed to be a workplace, and 
Section 4.3 (Asbestos) of Victoria's 
OHS Regulations apply. This regulation 
stipulates that any removal of asbestos 
containing materials must be undertaken  



 

 

 

by a trained/qualified person, and, in 
most cases, by a licensed removalist.  

If you are concerned about the practices 
of a contractor working at the property 
you rent, contact WorkSafe Victoria on  
1800 136 089 or worksafe.vic.gov.au  

If the repair/renovation works on the 
property you rent has already 
commenced, you should ask the workers 
to stop immediately and for them to not 
continue working until you have spoken 
to the owner/agent. 

If the property you are renting is in a 
poor state of repair and is of an age that 
it could contain asbestos (built before 
the 1990s), it should be checked for 
asbestos and if asbestos is detected the 
matter should be treated as an urgent 
repair.  

Landlords and owners have a 
responsibility to respond to all repair 
requests promptly as it is their duty to 
ensure the property is maintained in 
good repair.  

In the first instance contact your 
landlord or agent. If you are 
experiencing a problem with either the 
owner or the agent, you should contact 
the Victorian Tenant's Union on 9416 
2577 to seek advice or visit their website 
at www.tuv.org.au 

For additional support you can contact 
Consumer Affairs Victoria on  
1300 558 181 or consumer.vic.gov.au or 
the Department of Health and Human 
Services on 1300 650 172 or 
health.vic.gov.au  

 

	   	  

Please note that the above information is 
general and is intended to provide 
guidance about some of the issues that 
may arise in properties being leased. This 
document is not legal advice and should 
not be relied or acted upon as if it were. 
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Asbestos	  information	  and	  support	  services	  
If you would like to learn more about asbestos and the risks associated with exposure to 
asbestos fibres you can visit our website asbestoswise.com.au 

There are many other websites that provide information, advice and support that you 
may also like to explore: 

State Government (Victoria) 

For information about dealing with asbestos that is specific to Victoria, you might want 
to visit: - 

asbestos.vic.gov.au  Asbestos In Victoria 

worksafe.vic.gov.au  WorkSafe Victoria 

epa.vic.gov.au   Environment Protection Authority 

 

Federal Government 

Here are some useful national government websites that provide general information and 
information relating to national asbestos related initiatives. 
 
asbestossafety.gov.au  Asbestos Safety & Eradication Agency 

healthdirect.gov.au  Health Direct Australia 

comcare.gov.au  Work Health & Safety 

border.gov.au   Department of Immigration & Border Protection 

health.gov.au   Department of Health 

safeworkaustralia.gov.au Safe Work Australia 

 

Asbestos Support Organisations  

The following are non for profit organisations that can offer information and support for 
you in Victoria 

asbestoswise.com.au  Asbestoswise Inc. 

gards.org.au   Gippsland Asbestos Related Diseases Inc. 

berniebanton.com.au  Bernie Banton Foundation 

For a full list of other Asbestos Related Disease support groups in other states, please 
visit asbestoswise.com.au 



Legal Support 
If you have been diagnosed with an asbestos related disease and would like to seek 
professional advice from a law firm that has extensive experience in asbestos related 
claims, we recommend you contact: -  

mauriceblackburn.com.au Maurice Blackburn Lawyers 

slatergordon.com.au  Slater and Gordon Lawyer 
 

Health Matters (Victoria) 
For you are looking for specific health information resources and support services: -   

cancervic.org.au  Cancer Council of Victoria 

betterhealth.vic.gov.au  Better Health 

health.vic.gov.au  Dept. of Health, Environmental Health Program 

 

Research 
You may be interested to know what’s happening in terms of research into asbestos. 
Here are some links to vital research: - 

ncards.uwa.edu.au  National Centre for Asbestos Related Diseases 

mesothelioma-australia.com Australian Mesothelioma Registry 

adri.org.au   Asbestos Diseases Research Institute 

 

Asbestos Testing 
To access a list of certified asbestos testing companies throughout Australia you can 
contact:- 
nata.com.au   National Association of Testing Authorities 
 

Other 
Other websites offering important information for your consideration include: -  

asbestosfreefuture.com.au  Asbestos Free Future 

asbestosawareness.com.au  Asbestos Education Committee 

asbestosinfo.com.au   Asbestos Info 

australianasbestosnetwork.org.au Australian Asbestos Network 

mav.asn.au    Municipal Association of Victoria 

ohsrep.org.au    OHS Reps at Work 
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Contracting	  an	  asbestos	  removalist	  
	  

If	  your	  home	  was	  built	  prior	  
to	  1990	  and	  you	  plan	  to	  
undertake	  renovations	  
involving	  areas	  of	  the	  home	  
where	  asbestos	  containing	  
materials	  are	  typically	  
found,	  we	  suggest	  you	  have	  
the	  materials	  tested.	  Refer	  
to	  our	  Information	  Sheet:	  
Testing	  for	  Asbestos	  for	  
more	  details.	  	  If	  the	  results	  
confirm	  he	  presence	  of	  
asbestos	  in	  the	  materials,	  
then	  we	  suggest	  you	  engage	  
a	  licensed	  asbestos	  
removalist.	  

In Victoria, WorkSafe Victoria regulates 
the removal of asbestos in workplaces. 
There is no regulation covering the 
removal of asbestos from residential 
properties, unless the property is 
deemed to be a workplace. The property 
would be deemed to be a workplace 
when you engage a contractor to work 
on site. 

Nevertheless, it is crucial that the 
company you employ to remove 
asbestos is fully licensed (either as Class 
A – both friable and non friable or Class 
B – non friable only). Request to see 
their Asbestos Licence Number and 
contact WorkSafe to ensure that the 
company is allowed to remove asbestos 
from your property.  

Failure to ensure that a licensed 
contractor is carrying out the work may 

result in both the company and yourself, 
as the property owner, being fined – 
unless the amount of asbestos material 
being removed is less than 10m2 and is 
non friable. 

Asbestos Licence holders are required to 
notify WorkSafe prior to any asbestos 
removal work being undertaken. The 
employees of organisations that are 
licensed for asbestos removal work must 
be trained and wear personal protective 
equipment (PPE) including respiratory 
protection when undertaking such work. 

The Environment Protection Authority 
Victoria (EPA), controls the disposal of 
waste asbestos whether from a 
workplace or household, In addition, the 
EPA controls the transportation of 
asbestos when undertaken by a 
commercial contractor. 

If you have asbestos on your property 
and want or need it removed, consult a 
licensed professional removalist.  

There are a lot of factors that can 
influence the cost of asbestos removal 
besides the condition and amount of 
asbestos to be removed, for example 
trees or other obstacles along a fence 
line, accessibility, steep roof slopes, 
heights and location of the material, 
distance to the licensed landfill and 
tipping costs and the size of the pieces 
of materials to be removed. 

Removal of asbestos from inside your 
home is dangerous and generally more 
expensive due to the safety procedures 
that have to be followed and the 
extensive clean-up that has to be 
conducted after removal work has been 
completed. 



Because there are so many variables for 
the asbestos removal company to 
consider, give them as much 
information as possible when you are 
requesting quotes. Without accurate 
information from you, the companies 
may give low initial quotes and have to 
revise them upwards, sometimes 
drastically, when they inspect your 
property. 

The licensed asbestos removalists located 
throughout Victoria are listed on 
worksafe.vic.gov.au and include: - 

 

A Plus Building Solutions Pty Ltd 
aplusbs.com.au  
OAKLEIGH SOUTH VIC 3167 
 
A Tomballe Insulations Pty Ltd 
tomballe.com  
WILLIAMSTOWN VIC 3016 
 
A.P.C (Aust Professional Contracting)  
ausprocontracting.com.au  
OAKLEIGH SOUTH VIC 3167 
 
AAH Contracting Pty Ltd 
aahcontracting.com.au  
WANTIRNA SOUTH VIC 3152 
 
Absolute Asbestos Removal Pty Ltd 
absoluteasbestosremoval.com.au  
NIDDRIE VIC 3042 
 
Asbestos Removalist Pty Ltd 
asbestosremovalist.com.au  
LOWER PLENTY VIC 3093 
 
Asclear Pty Ltd 
asclear.com.au  
MORWELL VIC 3840 
 
ATS (Australasian Technical Services) 
P/L 
atstech.com.au 
OAKLEIGH VIC 3166 
 
 
 

AWARE Pty Ltd 
aware1.com.au  
KEYSBOROUGH VIC 3173 
 
Chapman Gardner Pty Ltd 
chapmangardner.com.au  
MONTROSE VIC 3765 
 
Clean and Gone Pty Ltd 
cleanandgone.com.au 
SUNSHINE WEST VIC 3020 
 

Elite Building & Environmental  
(03) 9543 4322 
CLAYTON SOUTH VIC 3169 
 
Fibre Control Pty Ltd 
(03) 9715 1533 
EDEN PARK VIC 3757 
 
Hazrem Pty Ltd 
hazrem.com.au  
SUNSHINE NORTH VIC 3020 
 
Insulmet Pty Ltd 
insulmet.com.au  
MOE VIC 3825 
 
Kennedy Plumbing Pty Ltd 
kennedyplumbing.com.au  
WILLIAMSTOWN VIC 3016 
 
Latrobe Valley Insulations Pty Ltd 
lvinsulations.com.au  
MORWELL VIC 3840 
 
Lothway T.B.S Pty Ltd 
(03) 9628 2260 
MELBOURNE VIC 3000 
 
MGR Industries Pty Ltd 
mgrindustries.com.au  
MORDIALLOC VIC 3195 
 
OPEC Technical Services Pty Ltd 
opecsystems.com  
WILLIAMSTOWN VIC 3016 
 
 
 



PB Demolition & Asbestos Removal  
pbdemoasb.com.au  
WILLIAMSTOWN VIC 3016 
 
Safe Asbestos Solutions Pty Ltd 
safeasbestossolutions.com.au 
WARRANDYTE VIC 3113 
 

SLH Industries Pty Ltd 
slhindustries.com.au  
DANDENONG SOUTH VIC 3175 
 
Southern Cross Environmental 
Services 
scesvic.com.au 
PAKENHAM VIC 3810  
 
Transpacific Industrial Solutions  
transpacific.com.au  
MORWELL VIC 3840 
 
 
 
 
 

USI Pty Ltd 
usiptyltd.com.au  
CORIO VIC 3214 
 
Veolia Environmental Services  
veolia.com.au  
SOUTH MELBOURNE VIC 3205 
 
Western Sheetmetal Insulation & 
Asbestos Removal Pty Ltd 
westernsheetmetal.com.au  
WILLIAMSTOWN VIC 3016 
 
Zealmore (Aust) Pty Ltd 
zealmore.com.au  
WILLIAMSTOWN VIC 3016 
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Testing	  for	  asbestos	  
	  

If	  your	  house	  was	  built	  
before	  1990,	  it	  is	  quite	  likely	  
that	  it	  will	  contain	  some	  
form	  of	  material	  containing	  
asbestos.	  If	  you	  are	  unsure	  
whether	  your	  house	  
contains	  asbestos	  materials,	  
it	  is	  better	  to	  treat	  any	  
suspect	  material	  as	  though	  
it	  does	  contain	  asbestos.	  
We strongly suggest that you have your 
home assessed for asbestos containing 
materials and tested (if required) prior to 
undertaking any general maintenance, 
renovation or demolition activities.  

Asbestos is a naturally formed mineral 
silicate material, the fibres of which 
when liberated are an inhalation health 
hazard. 

Since December 31st 2003, asbestos and 
all products containing asbestos have 
been banned throughout Australia. It is 
illegal to import, store, supply, sell, 
install, use or re-use these materials. The 
ban does not apply to asbestos 
containing materials installed prior to 
this date (e.g. asbestos in houses).  
Asbestos can remain “in situ” – 
however if disturbed e.g. during 
renovations, or in poor condition, it 
must be removed. 

Asbestos has not been used in domestic 
building materials since the late 1980s. 
Cellulose fibres are now used instead of 
asbestos in building materials and non-
asbestos fibres, such as glass, are now 
used in insulation products.  

Testing for asbestos isn't as easy as just 
looking at the material to see if it 
contains asbestos. The presence of 
asbestos in a building material can only 
be confirmed by laboratory testing to 
the Australian Standard AS 4964. 
Testing involves using a stereo 
microscope to identify fibres and then a 
Polarising Light Microscope (PLM). 

The results of this testing will identify 
whether the material contains Chrysotile 
(white asbestos), Amosite (brown 
asbestos) or Crocidolite (blue asbestos), 
or whether there is no asbestos in the 
material. It is important to note that the 
results of asbestos testing only 
determines if asbestos is present, it does 
not provide a risk assessment - this can 
only be undertaken by a competent 
person e.g. an asbestos consultant. 

The asbestos testing laboratory you 
choose to use must be accredited by 
NATA (National Association of Testing 
Authorities). Most state and 
commonwealth legislation specifies that 
a report be done by an accredited 
laboratory. This ensures that the 
laboratory is the highest quality and that 
the report can be relied upon. For 
information on testing and accredited 
laboratories in your area, visit 
nata.com.au or call 1800 621 666. 

The results of testing can provide peace 
of mind, by confirming whether the 
building material actually contains 
asbestos or not. If the results of asbestos 
testing confirm that the material does 
not contain asbestos, this will help 
reduce the cost of your planned 
renovation or demolition.  If the results 
confirm the material does contain 
asbestos then we suggest you engage an 



asbestos removalist. Please refer to our 
Information Sheet: Contracting an 
Asbestos Removalist 

NATA certified laboratories 
throughout Victoria that can 
undertake testing include:  
 
Australian Laboratory Services P/L 
Accreditation No: 825 
alsglobal.com 
SPRINGVALE VIC 3171 
  
Azcor Consultants Pty Ltd 
Accreditation No: 11702 
azcor.net.au 
SOUTH MELBOURNE VIC 3205 
 
Alpha Environmental Pty Ltd 
Accreditation No: 19066 
alphaenvironmental.com.au 
COLLINGWOOD VIC 3066 
  
AMCOSH Pty Ltd 
Accreditation No: 2867 
amcosh.com.au 
WERRIBEE VIC 3030 
  
Bureau Veritas Asset Integrity and 
Reliability Services 
Accreditation No: 19586 
bureauveritas.com.au 
PORT MELBOURNE VIC 3207 
 
Coffey Environments Australia P/L  
Accreditation No: 2220 
coffey.com 
ABBOTSFORD VIC 3067 
  
Environmental Health Solutions P/L 
Accreditation No: 16765 
ehsolutions.com.au 
WEST GEELONG VIC 3218 
 
EnviroProtect Pty Ltd 
Accreditation No: 10732 
enviroprotect.com.au 
WILLIAMSTOWN VIC 3016 
  
 
 

ESP Environmental and Safety 
Professionals 
Accreditation No: 3110 
environet.com.au 
FOOTSCRAY VIC 3011 
 
Eurofins Environment Testing Aust  
Accreditation No: 1261 
http://environment.eurofins.com.au 
OAKLEIGH VIC 3166 
 
Greencap – NAA PTY LTD 
Accreditation No: 5450 
greencap.com.au 
KEW EAST VIC 3102 
  
Golder Associates Pty Ltd 
Accreditation No: 1910 
golder.com 
 
Hygienics 
Accreditation No: 15234 
hygienics.com.au 
NEWTOWN VIC 3220 
  
HAZCON Pty Ltd 
Accreditation No: 13234 
hazcon.com.au 
TRAFALGAR VIC 3824 
 
Identifibre Pty Ltd 
Accreditation No: 15132 
identifibre.com.au 
OAKLEIGH VIC 3166 
  
LRM Global Pty Ltd 
Accreditation No: 15684 
lrmglobal.com.au 
KENSINGTON VIC 3031 
 
Mairin OHS & E Consulting Pty Ltd 
Accreditation No: 15727 
mairin.net.au 
MOE VIC 3825 
  
Prensa Pty Ltd 
Accreditation No: 17366 
prensa.com.au 
MALVERN VIC 3144 
 
 
 



Parsons Brinckerhoff 
Accreditation No: 17199 
pb.com.au 
SOUTHBANK VIC 3006 
 
Safe Environments Pty Ltd 
Accreditation No: 17139 
AsbestosTesting.com.au 
MELBOURNE VIC 3000 
 
SGS Australia Pty Ltd 
Accreditation No: 2562 
au.sgs.com 
TRARALGON VIC 3844 
  
Spyteq Pty Ltd 
Accreditation No: 3232 
spyteq@optusnet.com.au 
FERNTREE GULLY VIC 3156 
 
Asbestoswise Inc. provides that above 
company information for public 
convenience. By doing so, it does not 
constitute endorsement, 
recommendation or favouring of any 
company listed. 
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Disposing	  of	  asbestos	  yourself	  
	  

It	  is	  important	  for	  
homeowners	  and	  
renovators	  to	  be	  aware	  of	  
how	  to	  safely	  dispose	  of	  
asbestos	  they	  have	  removed	  
from	  their	  home	  or	  property.	  
 

It is illegal to dispose of asbestos waste 
at your local tip or in your domestic 
rubbish bins.  

All asbestos cement sheeting and small 
pieces or off-cuts, pipes, insulation, 
collected dust, and protective clothing 
used in its removal must be packaged in 
a certain way and disposed of at a site 
licensed in Victoria by the Environment 
Protection Authority.  

When packing sheeting, pipes, other 
asbestos containing material or 
protective clothing/masks for disposal, 
make sure you: - 

1. Thoroughly wet all the 
articles and maintain them in 
a wet condition until 
packaged for transport.  

2. Place the articles on two 
layers of polythene sheeting 
(approx. 0.2mm thick) to a 
manageable weight and 
completely wrap the articles. 
Seal them with adhesive tape. 

3. Label the packages with a 
sign about 75mm x 90mm, 
reading: "CAUTION. 
ASBESTOS. DO NOT 
OPEN OR DAMAGE 
BAG. DO NOT INHALE 
DUST"  

 

If safety precautions are not taken in the 
packaging of asbestos waste for disposal, 
contamination can occur.  

Asbestos waste that has been correctly 
packaged may be transported in the 
householder’s own vehicle to a licensed 
landfill without transport certificates. 

The following landfill sites in Victoria 
are licensed to receive asbestos waste 
from domestic sources. You should 
contact them beforehand to check their 
opening hours and any other conditions 
associated with the delivery of asbestos 
waste. 
 
ALEXANDRA  
122 Mt Pleasant Rd  
5772 0333  
 
BENALLA  
Old Farnely Rd  
5762 4017  
 
DRYSDALE  
Becks Rd   
5251 2935   
 
FINGAL  
280 Truemans Rd  
5988 6731  
 
GRANTVILLE  
1685 Bass Hwy.  
5678 8739  
 
KILMANY  
Velore Road  
5142 3440  
 
KOONWARRA  
275 Koonwarra–Inverloch Rd 
5662 9200  
 



LOY YANG  
Hyland Hwy  
1300 367 700  
 
POREPUNKAH  
Off Roberts Creek Road  
0418 396 122   
 
SHEPPARTON  
200 Cosgrove - Lemmons Rd 
5832 9700  
 
WANDELLA  
Denyer Rd  
5450 9333  
  
The following landfills are licensed to 
receive asbestos waste materials from 
both domestic and commercial 
sources: - 
 
BOWSER 
5 Coleman Rd  
5722 0888  
 
BROOKLYN  
124 Jones Rd   
9314 8300   
 
BULLA  
500 Sunbury Rd  
9307 1348  
 
CAMPBELLS CREEK  
Sluicers Rd  
5470 5348  
 
DOOEN  
81 Ladlows Rd  
5382 9777  
 
FORGE CREEK  
200 Johnston’s Rd  
5152 6353  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EAGLEHAWK  
191–193 Upper California Gully Rd 
5446 3917  
 
FYANSFORD  
1–503 Hamilton Hwy  
5224 2251  
 
MILDURA  
Ontario Ave  
5018 8100  
 
PATHO  
320 Davis Rd  
5456 2500  
 
PORTLAND  
Derrill Rd  
5523 3768  
 
SMYTHESDALE  
1380 Glenelg Hwy  
5342 8540  
 
STAWELL  
492 Pomonal Rd  
5352 1433  
 
SWAN HILL  
Swan Hill–Sea Lake Rd  
5032 9260  
 
TUERONG  
435 Balnarring Rd  
5989 7333  
 
WOLLERT  
45 Bridge Inn Rd  
9408 1299  
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