
Plan Your Year in Days 
Times are estimates and the more practice you have at this, the faster things will go. If a module takes 
less than an hour, then take a break and move the remainder of time from that module to one of the 
longer ones. 

You might want to consider planning your year over two weekends instead of in a single weekend. This 
allow you to order your curriculum (Module 3) and have it on hand before beginning lesson planning 
(Module 6). If you can’t do that, you can always use a table of contents from an online sample or 
borrow a curriculum copy from a friend for planning. 

Also, if the idea of planning for an entire year stresses you out, then complete modules 1-5 and then 
plan modules 6-9 for the first term only. Keep in mind that you will need to set aside additional time 
through the year to finish your term planning as needed. 

If a module takes longer than the allotted time, try to move on if you can (some modules do build on 
each other) to keep momentum and then circle back around after a break. The biggest tip: don’t let 
perfectionism trip you up. Remember steady and consistent beats perfect any day. 

Module Time Frame Where You Might Get Stuck

1 1 Hour • Perfectionism. It is ok to do a rough draft, put it aside awhile, and then come 
back and finish it. You can plan with a rough draft vision. 

• Getting too detailed. Stick with big picture ideas, not minutiae.

2 1-1.5 Hours (no 
more than 15 

mins per child)

• Writing “good” goals. Write bad ones first just to get them down on paper. 
Come back for a second run and use the good goals suggestions to tighten 
them up. 

• Too many goals. Stick to 3-5 — really!

3 3 Hours • Going down the rabbit hole of looking for the “perfect” curriculum. Indecision. 
• Set a timer and/or use the Pomodoro technique to keep track of how much 

time you are spending. 
• Bring two choices to your husband and let him make the final decision. 

Remember the perfect curriculum is the one that gets done.

4 1 Hour • Not knowing all your dates. You may have to make best guesses. 
• Indecision over which schedule type is best. Hint: You can totally change mid-

year if you want or need to. ;-)

5 1 Hour • Not knowing your entire schedule yet for outside activities. You may have to 
make best guesses. 

• Indecision over which schedule type is best. Hint: You can totally change mid-
year if you want or need to. ;-)
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6 and 7 3 hours • Be sure to watch modules 6 and 7 together and THEN do the two types of 
lesson planning. You will want to have both bits of information before going 
on. 

• Start by making a 3-column list of your resources — which need a sticky note, 
which need procedure lists, and which need lesson plan lists. This becomes 
your “to-do” list for these modules. 

• Trying to do it all yourself. If you are using a popular curriculum crowd-source 
in the community to see if someone has procedure or lesson plan lists to share. 
You can tweak from where they started.

8 2 Hours • Trying to organize everything. This step is about answering the three questions 
in the module, NOT pulling everything out and re-doing your entire school 
room. (We actually have a separate product for that.) Don’t get sucked into 
pulling everything out for a giant organizational project at this time.

9 1-2 Hours • Finding the “perfect” time. If you can’t get hubby to take the kids, just do it 
anyway.

10 <1 Hour • Be sure to put these dates on your calendar and pre-print your review 
checklists so you don’t forget are not tempted to blow it off when the time 
comes.

Module Time Frame Where You Might Get Stuck
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Plan Your Year in Weeks 
Times are estimates. If a module takes longer than the allotted time, try to move on if you can (some 
modules do build on each other) to keep momentum and then circle back around after a break. The 
biggest tip: don’t let perfectionism trip you up. Remember steady and consistent beats perfect any 
day. 

Remember, you can take a break at any point in this process — put the entire planning process on 
hold and pick up where you left off when you are ready to start again. 

Also, if the idea of planning for an entire year stresses you out, then complete modules 1-5 and then 
plan modules 6-9 for the first term only. Keep in mind that you will need to set aside additional time 
through the year to finish your term planning as needed. 

Module Time Frame Where You Might Get Stuck

1 Day 1 
(1-2 hours)

• Perfectionism. It is ok to do a rough draft, put it aside awhile, and then come 
back and finish it. You can plan with a rough draft vision. 

• Getting too detailed. Stick with big picture ideas, not minutiae.

2 Day 2 
(1-4 hours 

depending on 
# of kids)

• Writing “good” goals. Write bad ones first just to get them down on paper. 
Come back for a second run and use the good goals suggestions to tighten 
them up. 

• Too many goals. Stick to 3-5 — really!

3 Days 3-4 (You 
will need time 

after this 
module to wait 

for orders to 
arrive.)

• Going down the rabbit hole of looking for the “perfect” curriculum. Indecision. 
• Set a timer and/or use the Pomodoro technique to keep track of how much 

time you are spending. 
• Bring two choices to your husband and let him make the final decision. 

Remember the perfect curriculum is the one that gets done. 
• Use borrowed curriculum or online table of content samples to help with 

further planning until curriculum arrives.

4 Day 7 
(1 hour)

• Not knowing all your dates. You may have to make best guesses. 
• Indecision over which schedule type is best. Hint: You can totally change mid-

year if you want or need to. ;-)

5 Day 8 
(1 hour)

• Not knowing your entire schedule yet for outside activities. You may have to 
make best guesses. 

• Indecision over which schedule type is best. Hint: You can totally change mid-
year if you want or need to. ;-)
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6 and 7 Days 9-12 
(up to 2 hours 

per day 
depending on 
how detailed 
the lessons)

• Be sure to watch modules 6 and 7 together and THEN do the two types of 
lesson planning. You will want to have both bits of information before going 
on. 

• Start by making a 3-column list of your resources — which need a sticky note, 
which need procedure lists, and which need lesson plan lists. This becomes 
your “to-do” list for these modules. 

• Trying to do it all yourself. If you are using a popular curriculum crowd-source 
in the community to see if someone has procedure or lesson plan lists to share. 
You can tweak from where they started.

8 Day 13 
(up to 4-5 

hours would be 
reasonable)

• Trying to organize everything. This step is about answering the three questions 
in the module, NOT pulling everything out and re-doing your entire school 
room. (We actually have a separate product for that.) Don’t get sucked into 
pulling everything out for a giant organizational project at this time.

9 Day 14 
(about 2 hours)

• Finding the “perfect” time. If you can’t get hubby to take the kids, just do it 
anyway.

10 Day 14 
(less than an 

hour)

• Be sure to put these dates on your calendar and pre-print your review 
checklists so you don’t forget are not tempted to blow it off when the time 
comes.

Module Time Frame Where You Might Get Stuck
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