
The End of the World:  
A Study in the Book of Revelation 

Chapter 7 
Before the Opening of the Seventh Seal 

The scene around the throne continues as preparation is made for the opening of the seventh seal. In Rev. 
7, two groups are revealed. 

• The 144,000 Jewish evangelists who begin ministry early in Tribulation, the first year. (vv. 1-8) 
(Rev. 14:1-5; Ezek. 9:4.) 

• The Great Multitude (mid-Tribulation saints) caught up to God's throne. (v. 9.) 
• Rev. chs 8,9,10 detail Mid-Tribulation events 

Revelation 7:1-17(KJV) 1And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the 
earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor 
on any tree.  

• The air does not move, setting the stage for the sealing of the 144,000 and the opening of the 
seventh seal 

• These angels are clearly influencing the sun, since the blowing of the wind stops. Winds are caused 
by the heating of warm air masses at the equator and the cooling of air masses at the poles. When 
these interact, wind is the result, with the earth’s rotation imparting a spinning effect 

2And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he cried with a 
loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, 3Saying, Hurt not the 
earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads. 

• Jesus, the Christ uses a seal, the antichrist uses a mark 

• The church has already been sealed 

• 2 Corinthians 1:21-22(NIV) 21Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He 
anointed us, 22set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, 
guaranteeing what is to come. 

4And I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were sealed an hundred and forty and 
four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel.5Of the tribe of Judah were sealed twelve thousand. 
Of the tribe of Reuben were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Gad were sealed twelve thousand.   
6Of the tribe of Aser were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Nepthalim were sealed twelve thousand. 
Of the tribe of Manasses were sealed twelve thousand. 7Of the tribe of Simeon were sealed twelve 
thousand. Of the tribe of Levi were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Issachar were sealed twelve 
thousand. 8Of the tribe of Zabulon were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Joseph were sealed twelve 
thousand. Of the tribe of Benjamin were sealed twelve thousand.   

• We’ll learn more about these 144,000 men in ch 14. For now, here are some important things 
about them 

• 12,000 from each tribe 



• Divinely called servants of God  

• Ezekiel 9:4(KJV) And the LORD said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the 
midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the 
abominations that be done in the midst thereof. 

• They are sealed with the Father’s Name 

• Sing a new song with the church 

• They are all unmarried men with no family responsibilities – they give all their time to ministry 

• They are the first group saved at the beginning of the tribulation, therefore are the firstfruits to 
God the Father and the Lamb, Jesus 

• In vs 2 they are called servants of God, or messengers – 144,000 evangelists to the world during 
the first half of the tribulation. (3.5 years) 

• The 144, 000 are present when Russia attacks Israel at the beginning of the tribulation. Seeing the 
destruction of Russia and the deliverance of Israel, they turn to Jesus as Messiah. 

• They minister during the first 3.5 years of the tribulation. 

• Ch 7:1-8 is a flashback of what occurred just before or simultaneously with the opening of the first 
of the seven seals 

• Evangelism will be going on during the entire tribulation period, carried out the first 3.5 years by 
the 144,000 

• The next event describes what happens just as the second 3.5 years of the tribulation begins 

9After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, 
and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and 
palms in their hands;  

• Many people present in heaven 

• Those carrying palm fronds are most likely Jews, who spread palms before Jesus when He came 
into Jerusalem before His crucifixion 

• Psa 66:4 (KJV) All the earth shall worship thee, and shall sing unto thee; they shall sing to thy 
name.Selah 

10And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb. 11And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about the elders and the four beasts, and 
fell before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God, 12Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and 
wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen.  
13And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in white robes? and 



whence came they?  14And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which 
came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb.  

• This is the second catching away, or rapture of believers in Revelation. These include men and 
women from all nations, and the 144,000. The first rapture, or catching away is found in 

• Revelation 4:1(NIV) 1After this I looked, and there before me was a door standing open in heaven. 
And the voice I had first heard speaking to me like a trumpet said, “Come up here, and I will show 
you what must take place after this.”  

 15Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple: and he that 
sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them. 16They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; 
neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat.  

• They have experienced the opening of six seals and seen the results in the earth 

• At the beginning of the second 3.5 year period, the antichrist breaks his peace treaty with Israel, 
enters the temple and declares himself God. (Dan 9:27, 2 Thess 2:4) He moves to destroy Israel, 
and God catches up all the believers in the earth, both Jew and Gentile. 

• Zechariah 8:23(NIV)23This is what the LORD Almighty says: “In those days ten men from all 
languages and nations will take firm hold of one Jew by the hem of his robe and say, ‘Let us go 
with you, because we have heard that God is with you.’” 

• Ten Gentiles will accompany each Jew in this mid-tribulation catching up to heaven 

• 144,000 x 10=1,440.000 + 144,000=1,584,000 at least! 

17For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living 
fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. 

• These will forget their pain and sorrow in the presence of Jesus 

• Psalms 23:1-6(KJV) 1    The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2    He maketh me to lie down 
in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. 3    He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in 
the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 4    Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.  
5    Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with 
oil; my cup runneth over. 6    Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: 
andI will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 

• Second 3.5 years, known as the Great Tribuation. Jesus describes in 

Matthew 24:15-21(KJV) 15When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel 
the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:)  16Then let them which be in 
Judaea flee into the mountains:  17Let him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing out 



of his house:  18Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes.  19And woe unto them 
that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days!  20But pray ye that your flight be not in the 
winter, neither on the sabbath day:  21For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the 
beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.  


