
As Hurricane Florence has been pounding Virginia and the Carolinas, we've been hearing about people in 
low-lying areas who, expecting to be flooded out, are considering whether rebuilding in the same location 
is worth the effort, especially when the likelihood exists that their homes will be under water again when 
the next hurricane hits. 

Those are hard decisions that are affected by available finances and personal links to one's location, but 
sometimes not rebuilding is the right decision. The news gives us a chance to think not only about our 
physical location, but also what it means to select the right site upon which to build our spiritual house. So 
that will the topic of this installment of The Wired Word. 

If you'd prefer a different topic, look at our second lesson, which begins with the testimony of a billionaire 
who says his conversion to Christ led to reshaping his business strategy. We take the opportunity to 
consider how our faith affects our ethics and conduct in the workplace. 
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In the News 

As Hurricane Florence dumped heavy rain in North Carolina, residents of the small town of 

Nichols, South Carolina, which is not far from the North Carolina border, worried as torrential 

rain caused the nearby Little Pee Dee and Lumber rivers to rise. People in Nichols fear that the 

flooding the town experienced two years ago from Hurricane Matthew will happen again. 

Matthew flooded every house in town under six feet of water and closed half of the businesses. 

One man drowned in his living room. Some of those residents who didn't permanently relocate in 

the wake of Matthew have rebuilt, with many finally able to move back home just two months 

ago. 

And now Florence is threatening to take it all away again. 

Some residents are considering moving away for good, partly because following natural 

disasters, small towns don't receive the level of public resources or disaster recovery help that 

larger communities do. 

What's more, even if they do come back, will there be any town left to come back to? 

Rebuilding twice in two years is more that many residents want to contemplate or can afford to 

do. 

Hurricane Matthew forced Glendale Gilchrist out of her home in Nichols and she spent the next 

20 months living in Myrtle Beach with her fiancé, while little by little, she repaired her home in 

Nichols. She's been back in it just two months, and now Florence is hurtling a fresh wave of 



troubles. As of Sunday, Florence had dumped 20 inches of rain in North Carolina, with another 

20-25 inches expected, and much of that will flow into the two rivers near Nichols. If Gilchrist 

loses her home again, she doubts she'll rebuild, saying that at 64, she's too old to start over. 

State officials are warning that Nichols and nearby Conway face the greatest threats from river 

flooding that is expected to last for a week or longer. 

Meanwhile, some residents of New Bern, North Carolina, who have had extensive flood damage 

to the first floors of their homes, are already talking about rebuilding. 

The National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) is a government program that provides flood 

insurance in flood zones at a rate artificially kept well below the actual insurance cost. 

Participating communities must have a flood risk reduction plan for areas with a 25 percent risk 

of flooding in a 30-year time span. Some of these areas have a much greater incidence of 

flooding, as much as four times in 20 years. 

One consequence of the NFIP is what economists label "the socializing of risk and privatizing of 

benefits." The risk of monetary loss when a flood occurs is spread to the whole of society 

(taxpayers), while the benefits -- be it a view, a fertile garden, or some other attraction -- is 

gained by those living there. This effectively encourages people to live beyond their means, by 

not requiring them to bear the actual burden of their own choices. No doubt the intention of the 

NFIP was to help those who suffered from flooding disaster, but the result has been to encourage 

people to put themselves in harm's way. 

More on this story can be found at these links: 

For Small-Town Carolinians, the Question Isn't When They'll Rebuild -- But Whether They Will 

at All. Atlanta Journal-Constitution  

Nichols Residents Flee Floodwaters Again. Many Had Just Recovered From 2016 

Devastation. Greenville News  

Their Homes Destroyed by Florence, North Carolina Residents Look to Rebuild. USA Today  

Former FEMA Chief Craig Fugate Argues Against Rebuilding in Flood Zones Without 

Changes. USA Today 

How to Fix the National Flood Insurance Program. US News 

National Flood Insurance Program. Wikipedia.com 

The Big Questions 

1. What circumstances would convince you to relocate rather than rebuild following a disaster 

that severely damaged your home? What might prompt a congregation to relocate rather than 

rebuild in the same spot? 

2. Does God ever use disasters to send us a message? How can we know? 

3. What factors might cause you to build in a risky location to begin with? 

https://www.myajc.com/news/national/for-small-town-carolinians-the-question-isn-when-they-rebuild-but-whether-they-will-all/mIcGed6iW4fkffkV07pq4N/
https://www.myajc.com/news/national/for-small-town-carolinians-the-question-isn-when-they-rebuild-but-whether-they-will-all/mIcGed6iW4fkffkV07pq4N/
https://www.greenvilleonline.com/story/news/local/2018/09/16/residents-flee-south-carolina-town-faces-second-devastating-flood/1329625002/
https://www.greenvilleonline.com/story/news/local/2018/09/16/residents-flee-south-carolina-town-faces-second-devastating-flood/1329625002/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation-now/2018/09/15/hurricane-florence-their-homes-destroyed-nc-residents-look-rebuild/1324641002/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2017/08/31/former-fema-chief-craig-fugate-argues-against-rebuilding-flood-zones-without-changes/622000001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2017/08/31/former-fema-chief-craig-fugate-argues-against-rebuilding-flood-zones-without-changes/622000001/
https://www.usnews.com/news/national-news/articles/2018-07-31/national-flood-insurance-program-encourages-risky-behavior-at-taxpayer-expense
https://www.usnews.com/news/national-news/articles/2018-07-31/national-flood-insurance-program-encourages-risky-behavior-at-taxpayer-expense
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Flood_Insurance_Program


4. In what sense is your home something that moves with you wherever you locate? 

5. What factors might help you decide to discontinue a long-standing program in your church? 

Confronting the News With Scripture and Hope 

Here are some Bible verses to guide your discussion: 

Ezra 3:8 

In the second year after their arrival ... Zerubbabel ... and Jeshua ... made a beginning, together 

with the rest of their people, the priests and the Levites and all who had come to Jerusalem from 

the captivity. They appointed the Levites, from twenty years old and upward, to have the 

oversight of the work on the house of the LORD. (For context, read 3:1-13.) 

This is from the time after the Jews who had been in exile in Babylon had been permitted to 

return to their homeland in Judah. There in Jerusalem, they found the temple destroyed, and so 

they set up a makeshift altar to worship God. 

Eventually, however, they decided that the temple should be rebuilt. There were massive hurdles 

to be overcome, including stiff resistance from hostile groups around them. Nonetheless, as the 

verse above states, they "made a beginning" at the project, which was eventually completed. 

In this case, making a beginning meant laying the foundation of the new temple. Obviously, 

finishing was also important, but finishing would not have been possible without first making a 

beginning. 

Questions: Where do you need to take the first step, turn the first shovelful, sketch a quick plan, 

establish a beachhead ... get something moving? How will you do that? Did you find it easier to 

keep going on the project once you made a start? Were there setbacks that disheartened you more 

than before you started? Did you ever realize at some point that this was a direction for someone 

else rather than for you? 

Matthew 7:24-27 

Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built 

his house on rock. The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but 

it did not fall, because it had been founded on rock. And everyone who hears these words of mine 

and does not act on them will be like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain fell, 

and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell -- and great was 

its fall! (For context, read 7:21-29.) 

This parable from Jesus is not about poor home construction but about selecting the right site 

upon which to build in the first place. As Matthew relates the story, neither homeowner is chided 

for not starting with a good foundation. As far as we know, both men built equally well. They 

may even have used the same house plans and same sort of building materials. Neither one cut 

corners. 



But when rains fell, floods rose, winds blew and beat on the whole area, only one of the two 

houses survived. The reason? The house that endured had been built on rock; the other had been 

constructed on sand. That builder had made a fundamental mistake in site selection. 

But this being a parable and not a guide for home building, Jesus' point seems to be that having a 

good foundation for our lives is not the whole story. We also need to build our lives on good 

sites to begin with. 

Note that this story of the two builders comes at the end of the Sermon on the Mount, in which 

Jesus talked at length about godly attitudes and behaviors. He began with the Beatitudes, which 

call for his followers to hunger and thirst for righteousness and asks them to be peacemakers. He 

went on to say that murder is evil, but so is the hate and unrestrained anger that leads to it. 

Adultery is wrong, but so is the lustful spirit. Loving our neighbors is good, but loving our 

enemies is even better. Coming to the altar is good, but only if you've first made peace with your 

brother. Turning the other cheek, withholding criticism, doing good without seeking credit, 

living without greed -- all these things are part of the way of life he called for. 

This parable then, is a fitting conclusion to the Sermon on the Mount, for Jesus begins it by 

saying, "Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man 

who built his house on rock." In other words, those who take Jesus' teaching to heart and live 

their lives accordingly are building on solid ground -- they've selected a good site. 

More than just a good foundation or upbringing, Jesus is getting at the things to which we 

commit ourselves. Where is it that we have planted our spiritual feet? Jesus says that those who 

first, listen to his words and second, act on them, are like the wise man who builds on rock. 

For the individual, Christianity can begin in any of several ways: a moment's commitment or by 

accepting its claims as one grows up in the church or by the gradual persuasion of what one 

studies, or by a determined pursuit of the truth, or by other routes. But at some point, the 

expression of our Christianity comes down to this: listening and doing. 

One difference between people who have read the Bible, attended worship, participated in 

church study classes and the rest of the population is that the first group has a far better grasp of 

what Jesus actually said. 

We once heard a man justifying a nasty thing he'd just done to someone who had wronged him. 

The man said, "Well, the Good Book says 'an eye for an eye' doesn't it?" He'd heard that 

somewhere, but he didn't know the Bible very well, and he seemed to have no knowledge at all 

of what Jesus said about that. Here in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said: "You have heard that 

it was said, 'An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.' But I say to you, Do not resist an evildoer. 

But if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other also." 

That's something quite different from a justification for seeking revenge. 

The first step in living a Christian life -- building on a good site -- is finding out what Jesus 

actually said. 



The second step is putting what he said into practice. If we are to follow Jesus, then we need to 

do our best to do what he calls for. (You may think that a great compliment for a preacher is 

"That was a wonderful sermon, pastor!" but the best compliment is "Because of what you've 

shown me about what Jesus said, I'm going to change my ways." The teaching of Christ needs to 

become the action of our life.) 

Another reason we may fail to translate what we've heard from Jesus into concrete action is that 

we fail to take the long view. That's certainly the failure of the foolish man in the parable. He 

looked at only how nice the sandy ground appeared during the dry season, never considering 

what would happen when the rains came. 

Perhaps the most common reason we fail to put what we hear from Jesus into action is that some 

of it is hard. Loving our enemies, for example, has got to be one of the hardest things. Don't be 

fooled by the word "enemies." Jesus wasn't just talking about wartime. Think about the feelings 

many divorced people have about their former spouse. Or about the person to whom your spouse 

turned. Or about the person at work who got the promotion instead of you. Or about the gossiper 

who spread untrue tales about you. Or the person who stole money from your purse. Or the 

teenager who vandalized your property. 

When we live like that, hearing what he says, and doing it, we are building on a good site. We 

can be like that homeowner who built on rock. Because the site was right, a good, solid structure 

could be erected that would stand the test of time. The foundations of our lives are the things our 

parents and teachers instilled in us. The site on we should place that foundation is a commitment 

to Jesus Christ. 

We select the right site when we built on Jesus Christ. 

Questions: How do you identify when you are on solid ground, spiritually speaking? How do 

you know when you are building an argument on sand? 

Isaiah 9:10 

The bricks have fallen, but we will build with dressed stones; the sycamores have been cut down, 

but we will put cedars in their place. (For context, read 9:8-12.) 

Though it's not immediately obvious from the words of this verse, in context, it's about a time 

when things should not be rebuilt. The context verses are about the judgment of the Lord who 

sent trouble upon the people of Judah to get them to repent. Instead of doing so, however, the 

people use the disaster as a reason to acquire more lavish things, which is what this verse is 

referring to. 

Questions: When have you rebuilt after a loss without learning the lesson of the loss? Did you 

come to regret your decision? (An example might be of a person who too quickly entered into an 

ill-advised marriage after the end of the previous one.) 



Romans 6:1 

What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? (For 

context, read 6:1-26.) 

In W.H. Auden's poem "For the Time Being," King Herod notes that "Every crook will argue: 'I 

like committing crimes. God likes forgiving them. Really the world is admirably arranged.'" 

Pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer labels this "cheap grace." In his book The Cost of Discipleship, 

Bonhoeffer declares that "Cheap grace means the justification of sin without the justification of 

the sinner. ... Cheap grace is the grace we bestow on ourselves. Cheap grace is the preaching of 

forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptism without church discipline, Communion 

without confession. ... Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace 

without Jesus Christ, living and incarnate." 

In other words, then, since eternal life is God's free gift, there is a temptation to treat it 

frivolously or even flippantly. Like rebuilding a house in a location that floods often, when 

others bear most of the cost, the temptation is there. 

But Paul says, "By no means! … we have been buried with [Christ] by baptism into death, so 

that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in 

newness of life." We are not to use our new life as a get-out-of-jail-free card in order to keep on 

doing wrong, but we are to use the freedom from guilt given by God as an impetus to live as he 

would have us live. 

Questions: Think of some times you may have been tempted to sin, knowing that you will be 

forgiven. What are some things you or others might do to avoid that temptation or to avoid 

giving in to it? 

For Further Discussion 

1. Respond to this, from TWW team member Stan Purdum: Several years ago, I traveled with a 

church group to a project in the mountains of eastern Kentucky, which is a financially depressed 

area. For a week, we worked with a mission organization called the Kentucky Mountain Housing 

Development Corporation (KMHDC), which exists to provide decent housing to low-income 

families. We split into teams and worked under the direction of a foreman from the mission. 

    My team was assigned to tear down an old house, to make way for a new one. It was a small 

place and was the home of a husband and wife and their young daughter. While the work was 

taking place, they had moved in with relatives. 

    KMHDC usually tried to save and repair existing homes, building new ones only when that 

wasn't feasible. But as soon as we saw the house, we understood why this one could not be 

saved. I don't know how old it was, but it was literally collapsing into the ground. The original 

builders had simply put a stone at each of the four corners, laid beams across them, and built the 

house on the beams. It was a quick way to build a house, but not a very good one. 

    The beams were just a few inches above the ground. Over the years, they had gotten wet, had 

rotted and broken. The family then living in the house had tried to shore things up, but nothing 

worked for long. The floor built across those beams buckled and sloped. The walls built on those 

rotting beams sagged and leaned. The roof attached to the walls was swaybacked and leaked. 



Moisture climbed the walls and rotted other sections. For lack of a good foundation, the house 

could not be repaired in any way that would last. 

    The one thing it had going for it, however, was that it was built on high ground. It had a good 

location, so placing a new structure on that site was worthwhile. 

    We got the whole building down in a couple of days, carrying it in pieces to a bonfire that 

added to the 95-degree temperatures in which we worked. On the next day, a bulldozer came in 

and leveled the site. Then we dug trenches by hand deep enough to go below the frost line. The 

next day we poured cement footers and bases for pillars. That ended our week. 

    The next summer, we returned to work in the area again and labored on other projects, but one 

evening, the mission manager arranged for us to go out and see what had happened on that first 

site. Other church crews, working week by week, had finished the job. They'd laid a cement-

block foundation, several ranks high, on the footer we'd poured, and built block pillars at 

strategic points within the perimeter on the bases we set. A small but tidy, warm and dry house 

had been built on the foundation. 

    We meet the family living there too. The man told us that in the old house, 10 truckloads of 

wood had been needed to heat the house in winter, and it had never really been warm. The new 

house had required only a load and a half and had been very comfortable. The woman was very 

happy with her home, and said that in this house, she didn't have to worry about rats biting her 

daughter, as had happened in the old place. (In fact, we had found the skeletons of several rats in 

the walls while tearing it down.) 

    The good foundation was important, but the site was critical. 

2. If circumstance forced you to relocate right now, would you look for a church in your new 

location? Why or why not? 

Responding to the News 

Sing and meditate on the hymn, "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand," especially the line, "All 

other ground is sinking sand." 

Prayer 

In the many risky circumstances of life, O Lord, help us to know when to stay and rebuild and 

when move on. In Jesus' name. Amen. 

Other News This Week 

Billionaire Redesigns Business Model to Conform with His 

Adopted Christian Faith 

 In the News 

With a combined net worth of nearly $10 billion, brothers Philip and Robert Ng are among the 

richest men in the world. Recently, Philip spoke with his nephew Matthew Yao about how his 

faith in Jesus Christ has transformed his business practices as well as his personal life. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V1LtGQLZ87c


"What I have discovered is that all of us are broken. We all have a missing piece. And for me, I 

discovered that the missing piece was God in Jesus Christ," Philip said. "I treasure [my faith] 

more than anything. ... It sure beats a lot of money and material things that you may have." 

The two brothers are sons of Ng Teng Fong, whose family emigrated from China to Singapore in 

1934 when he was six. Fong built a real estate and investment empire which he passed on to his 

children. 

Philip is the Chief Executive Officer of Far East Organization (FEO) that has holdings in 

Singapore, Malaysia and Australia, while Robert oversees operations in the sister company Sino 

Group in China. The conglomerate employs almost 18,000 workers. 

In 1999, FEO used the acronym BUILD to articulate the company's values of Business 

Excellence, Unity, Integrity, Loyalty and Diligence. A year later, Philip committed his life to 

Christ through the Alpha Course and was baptized in the Anglican church. 

"Some may know me as a property developer, but I am really a servant of the most-high God 

whom I know through my Lord Jesus Christ," Philip said. "Property development is for me just a 

way of making a living." 

Philip said, "My father was not a pagan worshiper but he did not have time for God; he was too 

busy running his business. [but] … God gave my father an eleventh-hour opportunity to affirm 

Jesus Christ [in 2010 before he died]. … For 60 years my mother was a devotee of the Goddess 

of Mercy [a Buddhist divinity]. But when my father was hospitalized, she stopped. … My 

mother is now baptized and worships at a Methodist church." Robert also became a follower of 

Jesus at that time. 

Over time, Philip began to modify the way FEO did business, to better conform to biblical 

standards, and particularly to the teachings of Christ. For example, he changed his mind about 

gambling after a conversation with the Anglican archbishop. While owning and operating a 

casino might be profitable, even lucrative, Philip decided that he couldn't engage in a business 

that preyed on the poor and addicted. He couldn't separate the way he worshiped on Sunday from 

the way he conducted business the rest of the week. 

In 2014, Philip redefined the five core values of FEO as "Business with Grace, Unity, Integrity, 

Love and Diligence." 

The reason for the change in the first core value from Business Excellence to Business with 

Grace was simple: The new value went above and beyond the old value, helping the company 

build enduring relationships among its workers at all levels, and with business partners and 

customers. 

FEO wants its employees to become "vessels of grace" who understand that they "are both 

recipients and givers of grace" that "is never earned" but that "springs from love." The company 

believes that as its employees treat others with grace, grace will be multiplied many times over. 



The reason for the change in the fourth value from Loyalty to Love was similar: that the new 

value was greater than the old. Love, more than loyalty, focused on "securing the well-being and 

welfare of others. … others now come before self." 

FEO's website and inhouse Landmark magazine boldly declare: "Far East Organization is a 

Christian Enterprise. We seek to be a community of love and a workplace of grace that 

welcomes Christians and non-Christians alike to work joyfully together, operating the business 

on the solid foundation of values and rock of Jesus Christ. … We want to do good business and 

to do good in business." 

Philip clearly believes that operating according to these core values, which he characterizes as 

"Christian," will be good for business, but his motivation has changed fundamentally since his 

conversion to Christianity. Now he views the company as belonging to God, and himself as 

simply a steward of it. FEO is no longer just a business to him, but a "ministry" in the 

marketplace: "I started in a way a ministry of sorts. I realized that God has put me here and there 

is a ministry that is given to me." 

More on this story can be found at these links: 

Learning to Be a Servant CEO. Anglican.org.sg 

Philip Ng, CEO, Far East Organization: A Billionaire Family's Christian Enterprise (Part 

I). Entrepreneurial Leaders Organization 

The True Treasure of Life. CRU Singapore 

Landmark, June 2014. Fareast.com 

Richest Man in Singapore Utterly Destroys Materialism When Asked About Key to Success in 

Life. Faithwire 

 The Big Questions 

1. FEO publications state: "We want to do good business and to do good in business." How are 

those two things different, and how are they related? 

2. If you wanted to build a Christian enterprise, how would you go about it? What legal and 

cultural factors might influence how you proceed? 

3. What core values do you think would be essential in order for the culture of a company to be 

considered "Christian"? 

4. What are some ways Christians can live out their faith at work?   

5. In what sense might a Christian's business or place of employment be considered a ministry? 

Confronting the News With Scripture and Hope 

Here are some Bible verses to guide your discussion: 

http://www.anglican.org.sg/digest-online/single/learning-to-be-a-servant-ceo
http://www.entrepreneurialleaders.com/blog/130/Philip-Ng-CEO-Far-East-Organization--A-Billionaire-Familys-Christian-Enterprise
http://www.entrepreneurialleaders.com/blog/130/Philip-Ng-CEO-Far-East-Organization--A-Billionaire-Familys-Christian-Enterprise
https://cru.org.sg/rtl1
http://www.fareast.com.sg/feo%20ca/landmark/2014/landmark-june-2014.pdf
http://www.faithwire.com/2018/09/13/richest-man-in-singapore-utterly-destroys-materialism-when-asked-about-key-to-success-in-life/
http://www.faithwire.com/2018/09/13/richest-man-in-singapore-utterly-destroys-materialism-when-asked-about-key-to-success-in-life/


Exodus 20:8-11 

Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work. But 

the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not do any work -- you, your son 

or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. 

For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the 

seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. (For context, read 

20:1-17.) 

When we hear the word "holy," we often associate it with sacred, pure, pious, or devoted. 

Holiness also means "to be set apart" for a special purpose. In that sense, the sabbath was 

designed as a day of rest, different from other days that were full of toil. 

God did not "need" a day of rest after the six days of Creation, so observing a sabbath "to the 

LORD your God" isn't designed "to give God a day off," so to speak. But it is a reminder that 

WE need rest. We are not God. The sabbath can teach us humility. 

The sabbath is also a reminder that we are to treat others fairly and kindly, recognizing that 

everyone needs time to refresh and recharge after long hours of labor. 

"I was working my employees on Sundays and that was not right," Philip remarked. " It never 

occurred to me, obviously, before I was a Christian, because I did not believe in a day of rest. So 

when I became a Christian, I realized, 'Gosh, there has to be a day of rest and I must do what is 

right by God.' … I did not know until a couple of months later that the wives of some of my 

Christian colleagues had been praying for their husbands to be released from this curse. God 

does amazing things. ... It had a large impact on the organization." 

Questions: How important to you is a weekly sabbath? In what ways do people observe the 

sabbath today? What happens to people if they never observe a day of rest? What is the value of 

the sabbath in our time? 

Matthew 6:19-21, 24 

[Jesus said,] "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume 

and where thieves break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 

neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your 

treasure is, there your heart will be also. ... No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either 

hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve 

God and wealth. (For context, read 6:15-34.) 

Philip reflected, "I am in business and business is about money. But money and possessions can 

possess us. How then do I serve God as a business person? The way to do this is to realize that I 

am a steward; money has been entrusted by the Lord to me to be managed responsibly. As a 

steward, I do not, therefore, have to contend with building treasures on earth. ... 

"At the end of the day, we take nothing with us," Philip continued. "I saw this when my father 

passed away. He had built up the family business, literally with his bare hands. When it came to 

the end of his life, he left everything behind." 



Elsewhere, Jesus said, "Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures for 

eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that God the Father has set his 

seal" (John 6:27). 

"In this world, we trade in the currency of money," Philip observed. "But the currency in the 

kingdom of God is love. How do we make that conversion from the currency of money to that of 

love?" he asked. "Jesus will teach us how." 

Questions: Have you ever felt that your possessions "possessed" you? What did you do about it? 

What motivates people to store up treasures on earth rather than in heaven? Why is such activity 

ultimately futile and unfulfilling? 

How does viewing earthly treasures not as your own possessions, but as a trust from God to you 

as a steward, change your thoughts about what you should do with those treasures? 

What kind of "food ... endures for eternal life," and how do you work for it? What kind of 

treasures can you store in heaven, and how can you actually do that? 

What would the world look like if we used love instead of money as our currency? 

John 8:7-11 

When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, "Let anyone among you 

who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her." And once again he bent down and wrote 

on the ground. When they heard it, they went away, one by one, beginning with the elders; and 

Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before him. Jesus straightened up and said to her, 

"Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?" She said, "No one, sir." And Jesus said, 

"Neither do I condemn you. Go your way, and from now on do not sin again." (For context, read 

8:1-11.) 

Once religious leaders, wanting to undermine Jesus, made a woman who had been caught in 

adultery stand before him in public to receive judgment. They stated that Mosaic law required 

that such a woman should be stoned. 

In a speech entitled "A Community of Love, Grace and Forgiveness" given at the FEO 2014 

Annual Dinner in Singapore, CEO Philip Ng told attendees that the company's BUILD acronym 

would now stand for its core values of Business with Grace, Unity, Integrity, Love and 

Diligence. 

Drawing on this text, he introduced the need for grace in the culture of the company: "All of us 

can and do make mistakes because we are only human. … Let us not cast stones at one another 

or even put up barriers that prevent us from extending our hand of friendship to our neighbours, 

our coworkers, our partners, including our consultants, contractors, suppliers and service 

providers. It is too easy to find fault and pick on the faults of others. But this does not solve 

problems nor lead to real sustained advancement. 



"The spirit of condemnation breeds fear and division whereas the spirit of community fosters a 

culture of respect, trust and forgiveness," Philip continued. "Love is in all these three qualities. 

This spirit of community and forbearance must also extend to our customers who ensure that we 

have a business to run. Beyond delivering on our promise, we should always show grace and 

extend our help, even if it means doing more than what we are contractually obliged to. It takes 

more effort but this is what does away with barriers, sets us apart [as] a testimony of God's Grace 

in our enterprise." 

Philip noted that Singapore tends to be "very rule-based, … meritocratic," and legalistic, which 

can result in a kind of brutal hardness toward ourselves and others, while the grace of God works 

to make us tenderhearted and compassionate, qualities the company now wanted to intentionally 

embrace and implement. 

Questions: How hard would it be to practice grace where you live and work now, or in 

environments where you have lived and worked in the past? What are some of the barriers that 

work against that attitude and behavior? 

How would you go about introducing the concept and practice of grace into a corporate culture 

unfamiliar with or hostile to it? 

Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 

Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil. For if they fall, one will 

lift up the other; but woe to one who is alone and falls and does not have another to help. (For 

context, read 4:9-12.) 

FEO's second core value, "Unity in spirit and purpose," is seen as essential for yielding 

"organizational excellence" that can "build an enduring enterprise." Employees have to "work 

together as a community, embracing individual styles whilst accepting differences [of] opinions," 

according to company publications. 

The writer of Ecclesiastes seems to agree. Two working together should produce better results 

than one person can alone. Each brings his or her own skills, perspective, experience and assets 

to the table, which can compensate for what the other person may lack. They can also encourage 

one another. When one is down, the other can lend a helping hand. 

If you add a third person to the mix, and all are in agreement, working together in unity, the 

Teacher writes "A threefold cord is not quickly broken" (v. 12). 

Whether in a business, a home, a church or a nation, cooperation creates strength, while disunity 

weakens any endeavor. 

Questions: Where do you see examples of disunity today, and what do you see disunity 

producing? 



Where do you see unity on display, and what flows from people working together to accomplish 

a common goal? 

How can Christians join with others to build a positive and lasting enterprise, whether in a 

business, a home, a church or a nation? 

For Further Discussion 

1. How might a company (or parent, teacher, supervisor, coach, etc.) balance the practice of 

grace with the practice of acknowledging and rewarding excellence and actions of merit? Or are 

these things mutually exclusive? 

2. Because FEO now seeks to align its practices with biblical principles, the company has 

removed idols from their restaurants. Previously, such images were commonplace. The thinking 

was that their presence would guarantee success and safety. FEO also does not follow "feng 

shui" principles when designing buildings, as these are deemed to be in conflict with Christian 

principles. 

    How should Christians determine the best course of action when their values conflict with the 

prevailing culture? 

3. "What is the difference between the time that I did not know Christ and now?" Philip asked. 

"Situations are the same, in a sense; there continues to be turmoil in the world. We continue to be 

faced with problems and are vulnerable to temptations. What has changed is that there is only 

one certainty now: my certainty of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ -- without whom life would 

have no meaning." 

    How has your life changed since you became a follower of Jesus? 

4.  Rich DeVos, co-founder of Amway, says that because he is so open about his faith, people 

want to know if the company is a Christian organization. He states in his book Simply Rich: A 

Memoir: "Amway has a lot of wonderful Christian people in it, but a company cannot be 

Christian, only people can be Christian." 

    Philip Ng, on the other hand, has made Christian values central to the company he leads, 

stating: "Our Christian identity is integral to the brand of Far East Organization." 

    DeVos takes for granted that individual Christians within a company can embody Christian 

values, but is it possible for a company itself to reflect Christian values, as Ng believes? Can you 

identify another business that intentionally attempts to do so? How might the geographic location 

of the business and the culture that surrounds it impact how successfully a business can 

accomplish such a goal? 

Responding to the News 

Brainstorm how you can be "vessels of grace" in your church, homes, workplaces, schools, in the 

marketplace, on social media, or in your community. Choose one action you will intentionally 

implement to express grace to others this week. 

Prayer 



Sovereign God, teach us how to be faithful stewards of the blessings you have entrusted to us, 

that we may minister grace to others, just as you have bestowed grace upon us through our Lord 

Jesus Christ. May we serve others joyfully, in unity and with integrity, love and diligence, for 

your glory. Amen. 

Copyright 2018 Communication Resources 

  

Click here to contact us 

Attachments area 

Preview YouTube video On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand with Lyrics 

 

 

On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand with Lyrics 

 
 

 

http://www.thewiredword.com/MyAccount/default.aspx?framebody=/support/contactus.asp
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V1LtGQLZ87c&authuser=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V1LtGQLZ87c&authuser=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V1LtGQLZ87c&authuser=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V1LtGQLZ87c&authuser=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V1LtGQLZ87c&authuser=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V1LtGQLZ87c&authuser=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V1LtGQLZ87c&authuser=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V1LtGQLZ87c&authuser=0

