
The Book of Acts
Chapter 18

The Powerful Church
 

The theme of the book of Acts can be found in Jesus’ words to His disciples in Acts 1:8
 
Acts 1:8 (KJV) But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of
the earth.
 
Acts 1:8 (NLT) But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my
witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.”

Chapter 17 concluded with Paul ministering in Athens and the conversion of some prominent Athenian
men and women. Paul continues his second missionary journey in chapter 17 by traveling to Corinth,
where he established a thriving church.

Acts 18:1-28 (KJV) 1 After these things Paul departed from Athens, and came to Corinth;

• Corinth - One of four prominent centers in the New Testament account of the early church, the
other three being Jerusalem, Antioch of Syria, and Ephesus. Corinth was located on the southwest
end of the isthmus that joined the southern part of the Greek peninsula with the mainland to the
north. The city was located on an elevated plain at the foot of Acrocorinth, a rugged hill reaching
1,886 feet above sea level. Corinth was a maritime city located between two important seaports:
the port of Lechaion on the Gulf of Corinth about two miles to the north and the port of
Cenchreae on the Saronic Gulf about six miles east of Corinth. Corinth was an important city long
before becoming a Roman colony in 44 B.C

2 And found a certain Jew named Aquila, born in Pontus, lately come from Italy, with his wife Priscilla;
(because that Claudius had commanded all Jews to depart from Rome:) and came unto them.

• CLAUDIUS Roman emperor from A.D. 41 to 54. He made Judea a Roman province in A.D. 44. He
expelled Jews from Rome in about A.D. 49, probably due to conflict between Jews and Christians
in Rome.

• Aquila and Priscilla were Roman Jews who owned a tent making business. We don’t know if they
were Christians before they met Paul at Corinth or were converted through his ministry. They
were influential among the gentile churches. In Romans 16:3-4 (NCV) we find them returned to
Rome  3 Give my greetings to Priscilla and Aquila, who work together with me in Christ Jesus 4

and who risked their own lives to save my life. I am thankful to them, and all the non-Jewish
churches are thankful as well.

• Paul stated that they had saved his life and he was grateful to them

3 And because he was of the same craft, he abode with them, and wrought: for by their occupation they
were tentmakers.

• Paul was willing to support himself in the gospel ministry if necessary. He worked only to provide an
opportunity to carry out his ministry

• 1 Corinthians 9:3-14 (NCV) 3 This is the answer I give people who want to judge me: 4 Do we not
have the right to eat and drink? 5 Do we not have the right to bring a believing wife with us when
we travel as do the other apostles and the Lord’s brothers and Peter? 6 Are Barnabas and I the
only ones who must work to earn our living? 7 No soldier ever serves in the army and pays his own
salary. No one ever plants a vineyard without eating some of the grapes. No person takes care of a



salary. No one ever plants a vineyard without eating some of the grapes. No person takes care of a
flock without drinking some of the milk. 8 I do not say this by human authority; God’s law also
says the same thing. 9 It is written in the law of Moses: “When an ox is working in the grain, do not
cover its mouth to keep it from eating.“ When God said this, was he thinking only about oxen? No.
10 He was really talking about us. Yes, that Scripture was written for us, because it goes on to say:
“The one who plows and the one who works in the grain should hope to get some of the grain for
their work.“ 11 Since we planted spiritual seed among you, is it too much if we should harvest from
you some things for this life? 12 If others have the right to get something from you, surely we have
this right, too. But we do not use it. No, we put up with everything ourselves so that we will not
keep anyone from believing the Good News of Christ. 13 Surely you know that those who work at
the Temple get their food from the Temple, and those who serve at the altar get part of what is
offered at the altar. 14 In the same way, the Lord has commanded that those who tell the Good
News should get their living from this work.

• Paul was criticized for receiving offerings from the people, so he decided not to use this right in
order to prove the allegations that he was a rich preacher taking advantage of church members
false

4 And he reasoned in the synagogue every sabbath, and persuaded the Jews and the Greeks. 5 And when
Silas and Timotheus were come from Macedonia, Paul was pressed in the spirit, and testified to the Jews
thatthat Jesus waswas Christ. 

• After the arrival of Silas and Timothy, Paul resumed full time ministry

6 And when they opposed themselves, (resisted the gosperesisted the gospel)and blasphemed, he shook hishis raiment, and
said unto them, Your blood bebe upon your own heads; I amam clean: from henceforth I will go unto the
Gentiles.  

• This statement was directed only to the Corinthian Jews, as Paul later ministered in synagogues in
other cities

7 And he departed thence, and entered into a certain man'sman's house, named Justus, oneone that worshipped
God, whose house joined hard to the synagogue.

• Justus lived next door to the synagogue. Paul moved his ministry right next door to the synagogue
and held meetings there. I’m sure the Jews were thrilled with this development

8 And Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his house; and many of the
Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized. 9 Then spake the Lord to Paul in the night by a vision,
Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace: 10 For I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to
hurt thee: for I have much people in this city.

• Corinth became one of the four early centers of the church, along with Jerusalem, Antioch of Syria,
and Ephesus

11 And he continued therethere a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them. 12 And when
Gallio was the deputy of Achaia, (southern Greece)the Jews made insurrection with one accord against
Paul, and brought him to the judgment seat, 13 Saying, This fellowfellow persuadeth men to worship God
contrary to the law.

• What law were they talking about – Roman?

14 And when Paul was now about to open hishis mouth, Gallio said unto the Jews, If it were a matter of
wrong or wicked lewdness, O yeye Jews, reason would that I should bear with you:

• Paul and his team were not civil or criminal law-breakers. They followed certain principles relating
to law and government



• Romans 13:2-5 (NLT) 2 So anyone who rebels against authority is rebelling against what God has
instituted, and they will be punished. 3 For the authorities do not strike fear in people who are
doing right, but in those who are doing wrong. Would you like to live without fear of the
authorities? Do what is right, and they will honor you. 4 The authorities are God’s servants, sent
for your good. But if you are doing wrong, of course you should be afraid, for they have the power
to punish you. They are God’s servants, sent for the very purpose of punishing those who do what
is wrong. 5 So you must submit to them, not only to avoid punishment, but also to keep a clear
conscience.  Gallio continuesGallio continues

15 But if it be a question of words and names, and ofof your law, look ye to itto it; for I will be no judge of such
mattersmatters. 16 And he drave them from the judgment seat. 17 Then all the Greeks took Sosthenes, the chief
ruler of the synagogue, and beat himhim before the judgment seat. And Gallio cared for none of those things.

• Sosthenes reaped what he sowed. He wanted Paul beaten. What did he get?

• Galatians 6:7 (NIV2011) Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows.

18 And Paul after thisafter this tarried therethere yet a good while, and then took his leave of the brethren, and sailed
thence into Syria, and with him Priscilla and Aquila; having shorn hishis head in Cenchrea: for he had a
vow.

• Cenchrea was a harbor town about six miles from Corinth, where Paul booked a cruise to Syria
with his traveling party. I wonder if they enjoyed the buffet/? Before he sailed, Paul shaved his
head, indicating he had been observing a Nazirite vow, a time of special dedication to God. A
person observing this vow could not cut their hair, eat or drink any product of grapes, or touch a
dead body. Paul’s vow was time-limited. There were those who took the Nazirite vow for life,
notably Samson and Samuel the prophet

19 And he came to Ephesus, and left them there: but he himself entered into the synagogue, and reasoned
with the Jews. 20 When they desired himhim to tarry longer time with them, he consented not; 21 But bade
them farewell, saying, I must by all means keep this feast that cometh in Jerusalem: but I will return
again unto you, if God will. And he sailed from Ephesus.

• Paul left Aquila and Priscilla in Ephesus

22 And when he had landed at Caesarea, (closest port to Jerusalemclosest port to Jerusalem)and gone up, and saluted the
church, he went down to Antioch. 23 And after he had spent some time therethere, he departed, and went over
allall the country of Galatia and Phrygia in order, strengthening all the disciples. 

• Paul continue to check on the results of his first missionary journey

24 And a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man, andand mighty in the scriptures,
came to Ephesus. 25 This man was instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in the spirit, he
spake and taught diligently the things of the Lord, knowing only the baptism of John.  

• Apollos was an Egyptian Jew only acquainted with the Old Testament Law, although he believed
Jesus was the Messiah promised to the Jews and proclaimed by John the Baptist.

26 And he began to speak boldly in the synagogue: whom when Aquila and Priscilla had heard, they took
him unto themthem, and expounded unto him the way of God more perfectly. 27 And when he was disposed to
pass into Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him: who, when he was come,
helped them much which had believed through grace: 28 For he mightily convinced the Jews, and thatand that
publickly, shewing by the scriptures that Jesus was Christ.

• After receiving instruction form Aquila and Priscilla, Apollos was truly “loaded for bear” He was
sent from the church at Ephesus to Corinth, where he enjoyed a very successful ministry. He was
often referred to by Paul in his letters, and was considered by many churches to be the equal of
Peter and Paul



Peter and Paul

• Next week, we’ll join Paul and his team as they travel to Ephesus

 


