Worship Resources
9 April 2023
Easter Day, Resurrection of the Lord
Colossians 3:1-4
Discover Life in Christ

Additional Scriptures
Jeremiah 31:1-6; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; Matthew 28:1-10; 
John 20:1-18; Acts 10:34-43; Doctrine and Covenants 155:7
Prelude

Welcoming Hymn  
“Mfurahini, Haleluya/Christ has Arisen, Alleluia”	 CCS 471
Sing each stanza in a different language. Before the service, practice with the congregation.
OR “Good Christians All, Rejoice” 	 CCS 479

Welcome, Joys, and Concerns

Call to Worship:	 "Quem Quaeritis Trope"*
Sometime in the 10th century, Aethelwold described in Regularis Concordia how the Quem Quaeritis Trope was performed during the Matins service on Easter morning. Divide the congregation down the middle and then they stand and face each other. Left side represents angels. Right side represents the Marys at the empty tomb. Print or project the reading.

Left side: 	Whom do you seek in the sepulcher, Oh followers of Christ?
Right side: 	Jesus of Nazareth, the Crucified, Oh heavenly ones.
Left side: 	He is not here; he is risen, just as he foretold. Go, announce that he is risen from the sepulcher.
Both sides face front.

ALL: 	He is risen! So come alive! Come alive! Discover the Christ anew and come alive!
Hymn	
“Jesus Christ is Risen Today" 	CCS 476
OR “That Easter Morn, at Break of Day” 	CCS 480

Invocation

Response

Reflection 	"In His Eyes" 	read by one person
Someone said that to look into a person’s eyes is to see their very soul.
The world sees into every pair of eyes and takes the things that fit its patterns.
Takes, uses, evaluates, discards, and moves on.

His eyes look into mine and sees the child I am, the child searching for acceptance, for love, for care, for hope.

I look into eyes every day hoping that there will be acceptance, care, love.

The eyes show the acceptance of the world, the loss of hope and care and sometimes a hunger to find what I search for.

His eyes embrace the world and continue to offer those things all children cherish. Love, care, acceptance and hope.

Where is the place that I can go to escape the eyes of the world?
The place where acceptance is, care and hope exist within the encompassing arms of love.

I am searching for that place, set apart.
His eyes. His eyes, ever present. His eyes seeing me as a child. His child.

Set apart from the world and yet in the world.
Someone said that to look into a person’s eyes is to see their very soul.
In His eyes.
-Dean L. Robinson, used with permission 
Silence

Prayer for Peace
Light the Peace Candle.
Statement: “The Good News”
We are called to new life in Jesus Christ who shares with us a ministry of love and concern for all people. We find in Christ strength and purpose for our living. Our Savior brings to us life and light and joy. With God’s help we become ministers of our Risen Lord. But our lives must become disciplined in study, prayer, meditation, dialogue, and worship. The Spirit in us means we are empowered to speak and live the Good News everywhere.
—From Prayers and Readings for Worship, vol. 1, Judy Judd, ed. (Herald House, 1987), 65. Judy Judd, ed. (Herald House, 1987), 65.

Sung Peace Prayer
	“One Common Prayer”		sing several times		CCS 313
	OR “We Serve the Prince of Peace”				            CCS 348
Silence
For additional ideas: Find this day’s Prayer for Peace service on the church’s website at www.CofChrist.org. 

Dwelling in the Word	 
First Reading: Ask four volunteers to read the scripture. 
Directions for the participants: As you hear the scripture the first time through empty your mind and allow the words to wash over you.
Reader 1	So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.
Reader 2 	Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth,
Reader 3 	for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in 
God.
Reader 4 	When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.   - Colossians 3:1-4

Second Reading: 	Directions for the participants: As you listen a second time, what word, phrase, or concept attracts your attention? 
Readers 1 through 4 repeat the scripture reading, perhaps swapping parts.

	Third Reading: 	Directions for the participants: During the final reading listen for 
the Spirit’s whisper. What insights do you hear for your life?
Readers 1 through 4 repeat the scripture reading, perhaps swapping parts.
Silence

Ministry of Music or Congregational Hymn
	“Christ Is Living/Cristo vive”						            CCS 481
		Encourage singers to alternate languages throughout the song.
OR “Now the Green Blade Rises”						CCS 482

Sharing in the Spoken Word
Based on Colossians 3:1-4

Silence

Disciples’ Generous Response
Scripture Reading: Doctrine and Covenants 155:7 

Reflection Video: “Let Me Tell You a Story: Receiving Love with Gratitude”
 – Community of Christ President Stephen M. Veazey shares about the time he received a special gift from a dear friend and how he had to learn to accept the generosity of another person with gratitude. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U1Q6fTVIwwE 

Generosity Hymn 	
“Though the Spirit’s Gifts Are Many” 	CCS 334
OR “Somos el cuerpo de Cristo/We Are the Body of Christ” 	       CCS 337

Statement
During this time of a Disciples’ Generous Response, we focus on aligning our heart with God’s heart. Our offerings are more than meeting budgets or funding mission. We can tangibly express our gratitude to God through our offerings, who is the giver of all.

As we share our mission tithes either by placing money in the plates or through eTithing, use this time to thank God for the many gifts received in life. Our hearts grow aligned with God’s when we gratefully receive and faithfully respond by living Christ’s mission.

Blessing and Receiving of Local and Worldwide Mission Tithes

For additional ideas, see Disciples’ Generous Response Tools at CofChrist.org/spiritual-practices-generosity/ 

Reflection: "Time to Slime" 
One summer, I decided to completely renovate a bedroom. After building two closets, I sat on the floor, completely exhausted, and thanked God that I was able to do the job and finish that phase of the work. Just then, my two dogs, Pippin and Frodo, entered, saw me on the floor, and decided to attack. With great urgency and enthusiastic abandon, they kissed every inch of me they could, concentrating on my teeth. When they finished, I found myself completely rejuvenated and completely slimed.

I wonder what kind of world we would have if we kissed each other with great urgency and enthusiastic abandon? The kind of kiss that restores the tired, heals the broken-hearted, and nurtures the spirit?

Perhaps now is the time for us to throw away our masks and regard each other and the earth as God's creation. To set aside our need to dominate, our penchant toward violence. To experience our connections to each other, to God, and to the earth. To admit the sacred. To kiss each other. To bless each other. And to no longer be alone.

The time is now, my friends.
Time to slime.
-Debra Bruch, used with permission

Closing Hymn
	“Crown Him with Many Crowns” 	CCS 39
	OR “I Know That My Redeemer Lives!” 	CCS 34
	OR “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” 					         CCS 99

Benediction
Sending Forth
As God sent Jesus to be our salvation, so now you are sent out into the world to tell others, “I have seen the Lord.” Go from here blessed with joy and with hope for a peaceable kingdom. Step out in faith to proclaim the good news that Christ is risen. He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Amen.
Postlude

Sermon Helps
Sermon Helps Year A - Letters
Easter Day, Resurrection of the Lord
Colossians 3:1-4 

Exploring the Scripture 
The letter to the Colossians is credited to Paul, although scholars debate his authorship. Regardless, the letter reflects Paul’s understanding of the gospel message and is consistent with Paul’s teachings and witness of Jesus Christ. This letter is pastoral, carrying affirmation and encouragement for the young church in Colossae. Also, this letter teaches about identity in Jesus Christ and what faithful discipleship looks like for individuals and a Christian community. Such advice is needed, especially in the presence of other voices seeking to contradict or lead them astray. 
The first four verses of chapter 3 are especially poignant as an Easter reading. It is important to Paul the Colossians understand how the mystery that is God is revealed in and through Christ. He writes about the implications of God’s wonderful love for Christian identity and way of life. The use of baptismal language, which began in chapter two (2:12 “buried with him in baptism”) continues in the opening sentence, “…you have been raised with Christ,” deeply uniting all Christians with Jesus Christ and his place with God. 
The instruction as we come up from the waters of baptism having been “buried with him” is to “set [our] minds on things that are above.” In other words, to align ourselves with Christ, who is one with God’s love and power and purposes, the source of all life. This instruction speaks to the present and future. Christ calls us to follow him and live the ways of love in our world today as a new creation. We are one with Christ and one another filled with the light of hope, knowing that death does not have the final word. We emerge from the waters of baptism (buried in death) to realize birth and new life through Christ now. Easter’s story of dying and rising is realized in baptism. It marks the beginning of our intentional, active participation in God’s story and realizing the peaceable reign of God. 
In this act, we are loosed from the chains that bind, be they injustices of the world, rulers, conquerors, self-imposed worthiness standards, or our efforts to achieve wealth, status, or control. We are free to “follow Christ in the way that leads to God’s peace and discover the blessings of all of the dimensions of salvation” (Doctrine and Covenants 163:2a).  
As described in Colossians, the story of Easter becomes our story. Our future is secure with the God of all creation. God is the author of boundless love and grace—the mystery of life revealed through Jesus Christ made known to us through the continuing presence of the Holy Spirit. Our present is filled with possibilities for new beginnings, peace, reconciliation, and healing of the spirit. With Christ, new life, and the promise of becoming is always an open door. 
Although not a part of today’s text, the following verses of Colossians 3 provide instruction for how first-century disciples might discern and wisely choose behaviors and practices that reflect the peace of Jesus Christ and nurture a life-giving community. In today’s world, embodying the Enduring Principles in our everyday lives is an example of how to “seek the things that are above” and align our lives with the love and purposes of God as we go out from our Easter morning celebrations to embrace new life in Christ. (To learn more about the Enduring Principles, go to https://www.cofchrist.org/enduring-principles.) 


Central Ideas 
	The sacrament of baptism symbolizes the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ and gives the promise of new life now and in the future. 

	When we align ourselves with Christ, who is one with the love, power, and purposes of God, we reflect the peace of Jesus Christ in our daily lives and nurture a life-giving community. 

	As disciples of Jesus Christ, our present is filled with possibilities for new beginnings, peace, reconciliation, and healing of the spirit. 


Questions for the Speaker 
	How has your baptism represented death and resurrection in your life? How have you experienced new life or a new beginning in your journey with Jesus Christ? 

	What does it look like in today’s world to “set your mind(s) on things that are above?” What does it look like to align yourself with Christ and the love and purposes of God? 

	How have you or your congregation or community experienced release from the chains that bind (injustices of the world, rulers or conquerors, self-imposed worthiness standards, your efforts to achieve wealth, status, control, or other)? 

	How might embodying the Enduring Principles in our everyday lives be an example of how to “seek the things that are above” and align our lives with the love and purposes of God as we go out from our Easter morning celebrations to embrace new life in Christ? 





Sacred Space – Small Group Resources
Year A, Letters

Easter Sunday

Colossians 3:1–4 NRSV

Gathering
Welcome
Easter is the day we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Easter is the most important day in the Christian calendar as we rejoice in his eternal presence with us. Halleluiah!

Prayer for Peace
Ring a bell or chime three times slowly.
Light the peace candle.
Resurrected God, would we recognize you? Would we understand the incredible power you have over death? Grant us the peace that was present in the garden in those moments before your resurrection, and may we spread that peace as the women who first saw you alive spread the news of your resurrection! Help us to recognize opportunities for peace that once seemed extinguished now as new soil for growing peace. Clear away our doubts that peace may not come to pass and show us how to work to create peace in places across the world. Amen.
Spiritual Practice
Centering Prayer
Centering prayer is a method of meditation used by Christians to sit in silence with God. This prayer helps us experience God’s presence within us.
This Easter Day we will focus on the word rejoice.
Slowly read the following instructions:
Sit with relaxed posture and close your eyes. We will spend three minutes in centering prayer.
Breathe in a regular, natural rhythm.
As you breathe in and out, say the word peace in your mind.
Breathe in and out, focusing only on your word.
When we are done, we will sit for two minutes in silence, eyes closed, listening to the silence.
When time is up, share these closing instructions:
Offer a brief word of thanks to God, take a deep breath, and open your eyes when you are ready.


Sharing Around the Table
Colossians 3:1–4 NRSV
So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.
The letter to the Colossians is pastoral, carrying affirmation and encouragement for the young church in Colossae. Also, this letter teaches about identity in Jesus Christ and what faithful discipleship looks like for individuals and a Christian community. Such advice is needed, especially in the presence of other voices seeking to contradict or lead them astray.
The first four verses of Chapter 3 are especially poignant as an Easter reading: “buried with him in baptism…you have been raised with Christ,” deeply uniting all Christians with Jesus Christ and his place with God.
We emerge from the waters of baptism to realize birth and new life through Christ. The instruction as we rise from the waters of baptism, having been “buried with him,” is to “set [our] minds on things that are above.” In other words, we are to align ourselves with Christ, who is one with God’s love, power, and purposes, the Source of all life. Easter’s story of dying and rising is realized in baptism. It marks the beginning of our intentional, active participation in God’s story, realizing the peaceable reign of God.

Questions
How have you experienced new life or a new beginning in your spiritual journey?
What does faithful discipleship look like for you and your faith community?

Sending
Generosity Statement
Beloved Community of Christ, do not just speak and sing of Zion. Live, love, and share as Zion: those who strive to be visibly one in Christ, among whom there are no poor or oppressed.
—Doctrine and Covenants 165:6a
The offering basket is available if you would like to support ongoing, small-group ministries as part of your generous response.
This offering prayer for the Easter Season is adapted from A Disciple’s Generous Response:
God of rejoicing, we share our gifts joyfully and with thanksgiving in response to the generous gifts you have given us. May the offerings we share bring joy, hope, love, and peace into the lives of others that they might experience your mercy and grace. Amen.
Invitation to Next Meeting



Closing Hymn
Community of Christ Sings 478, “Woman, Weeping in the Garden”

Closing Prayer

Optional Additions Depending on Group
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Thoughts for Children



Prayer for Peace
Ring a bell or chime three times slowly.
Light the peace candle.
Resurrected God, would we recognize you? Would we understand the incredible power you have over death? Grant us the peace that was present in the garden in those moments before your resurrection, and may we spread that peace as the women who first saw you alive spread the news of your resurrection! Help us to recognize opportunities for peace that once seemed extinguished now as new soil for growing peace. Clear away our doubts that peace may not come to pass and show us how to work to create peace in places across the world. Amen.


Spiritual Practice
Centering Prayer
Centering prayer is a method of meditation used by Christians to sit in silence with God. This prayer helps us experience God’s presence within us.
This Easter Day we will focus on the word rejoice.
Slowly read the following instructions:
Sit with relaxed posture and close your eyes. We will spend three minutes in centering prayer.
Breathe in a regular, natural rhythm.
As you breathe in and out, say the word peace in your mind.
Breathe in and out, focusing only on your word.
When we are done, we will sit for two minutes in silence, eyes closed, listening to the silence.
When time is up, share these closing instructions:
Offer a brief word of thanks to God, take a deep breath, and open your eyes when you are ready.


Sharing Around the Table
Colossians 3:1–4 NRSV
So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.
The letter to the Colossians is pastoral, carrying affirmation and encouragement for the young church in Colossae. Also, this letter teaches about identity in Jesus Christ and what faithful discipleship looks like for individuals and a Christian community. Such advice is needed, especially in the presence of other voices seeking to contradict or lead them astray.
The first four verses of Chapter 3 are especially poignant as an Easter reading: “buried with him in baptism…you have been raised with Christ,” deeply uniting all Christians with Jesus Christ and his place with God.
We emerge from the waters of baptism to realize birth and new life through Christ. The instruction as we rise from the waters of baptism, having been “buried with him,” is to “set [our] minds on things that are above.” In other words, we are to align ourselves with Christ, who is one with God’s love, power, and purposes, the Source of all life. Easter’s story of dying and rising is realized in baptism. It marks the beginning of our intentional, active participation in God’s story, realizing the peaceable reign of God.

Questions
How have you experienced new life or a new beginning in your spiritual journey?
What does faithful discipleship look like for you and your faith community?



Generosity Statement
Beloved Community of Christ, do not just speak and sing of Zion. Live, love, and share as Zion: those who strive to be visibly one in Christ, among whom there are no poor or oppressed.
—Doctrine and Covenants 165:6a
The offering basket is available if you would like to support ongoing, small-group ministries as part of your generous response.
This offering prayer for the Easter Season is adapted from A Disciple’s Generous Response:
God of rejoicing, We share our gifts joyfully and with thanksgiving in response to the generous gifts you have given us. May the offerings we share bring joy, hope, love, and peace into the lives of others that they might experience your mercy and grace. Amen.


Thoughts for Children
Today is Easter Sunday! I want you all to help me with a team scavenger hunt. I want you to find certain things. I’d like you to work together to find something that fits my description and bring it back to me. Once we have found all the items we need, we will talk about how each can remind us of important things about Easter.
Use the list below to send participants on a scavenger hunt. Although this is a group scavenger hunt, it is OK if you have more than one of each item on the list.
Say: First, I need you to find three of the same thing. It doesn’t matter what you find, you just need to make sure there are three.
Now, I need you to find something heavy.
Next, I need you to find something that is empty.
Now, I need you to find something shaped like a heart.
Finally, find something you could use to share information.
Thank you all so much for your great searching! Each object you found can remind us something important about Easter.
As you explain what we can remember about Easter, share what object/objects participants found to represent each memory.
First, I asked you to find me three of something. Do you know why I would ask for three of something? I needed three of something because it reminds us that Jesus rose on the third day.
Next, I asked you to find something heavy. Why do you think I needed something heavy? I needed something heavy because it reminds us of the stone that was rolled away from Jesus’s tomb. This reminds us that nothing is strong enough to stop the power of God’s love.
Next, I asked you to find something empty. Do you know why I would need something empty? I needed something empty because Jesus’s followers found his tomb empty when they went to find him and discovered that he had risen.
Next, I asked you to find something heart-shaped. Do you know why I would ask you to find something heart-shaped? I needed something heart-shaped because it helps us remember that Jesus lives in our hearts.
Finally, I asked you to find something you could use to share information. Why do you think I wanted you to find this? I needed you to find something for sharing information because when the women discovered Jesus’s tomb was empty and that he had risen, they went and shared the good news. We, too, can share this good news through our words and actions. In doing so, we can be the hands and feet of Jesus.
Thank all the participants for their help before giving everyone an object to put away while returning to their seats.


