
On the Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, the first reading from Ecclesiastes offers a powerful caution about focusing too 
much on the things of this world: “Vanity of vanities! All things are vanity!” In Luke's gospel Jesus tells the parable of the rich 
man storing up treasures for the future, and he warns, “Take care to guard against all greed, for though one may be rich, one’s 
life does not consist of possessions.”

Monday is the Memorial of Saint Alphonsus Liguori, Bishop and Doctor of the Church; Thursday the Memorial of Saint John 
Vianney, Priest, and Saturday the Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord, with its own special readings.

This week we complete our readings from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah. Friday and Saturday have the consoling readings 
from the Prophet Nahum and the Prophet Habakkuk, “the vision still has its time.”

In Matthew's Gospel this week we hear some marvelous words about faith and discipleship. Monday is Matthew's version of the 
Miracle of the loaves and fishes. On Tuesday there is the choice between two gospels: Jesus comes to his disciples across the 
water in a storm, and invites Peter to come to him, across the water; when Peter comes he takes his eyes off Jesus and goes down. 
In the other Gospel option, the Pharisee asks why Jesus' disciples don't follow the dietary laws and Jesus says, “It is not what 
enters one’s mouth that defiles the man; but what comes out of the mouth is what defiles one.” In contrast to the lack of faith of 
the religious leaders, Jesus delights in the faith and trust of a non-Jew, a woman in the enemy Gentile territory to the north. Peter 
recognizes Jesus as the Son of Man and seems to doubt him at the same time. Jesus sums up our discipleship wonderfully: 
“Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me. For whoever wishes to save his life will 

lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. What profit would there be for one to gain the whole world and forfeit 
his life? Or what can one give in exchange for his life?” The disciples wonder why they could not drive out a demon from a boy, 
Jesus answers, “Because of your little faith.” Faith “the size of a mustard seed” is enough.

Sunday is the Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time. In Luke's Gospel, Jesus cautions us to be ready for the coming of the Lord. 
“Be sure of this: if the master of the house had known the hour when the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be 
broken into.”

Daily Prayer This Week

This week we can ask, in the variety of ways and situations each day, that our eyes might be opened to see Jesus as he really is - 
glorified, with the Father, and ready to renew our faith and trust in him.

As we begin our day, and at brief times throughout our day, we can pull our consciousness together by letting the themes of this 
week's reading guide us. One day, we might ask to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus as we go through a day full of strong wind and 
waves. We can ask again and again, as things get tougher and more challenging.

Another day, we might focus on what comes out of our mouths. Is there cynicism, judgments, distortions of the truth, divisive 
and self-serving manipulation, yelling and hurtful put-downs? Do I practice using my voice to give praise to God by affirming 
others, forgiving them, by telling the truth, by defending the poor and the voiceless, by giving God thanks? Another day, I might 
be conscious of those I regard as “dogs,” those I disdain or think of as “the enemy.” I might ask for the grace to open my heart 
to whatever faith in God they have, however different from mine. I might ask for a sense of solidarity with them, not because it 
is my desire or inclination, but because it is God's desire for me.

How can I heal and reconcile, at least in my heart, what needs healing: racism, sexism, anti-Semitism, negative stereotypes 
towards those I see as “foreigners”? How can I be relieved of my hostility against the poor or being judgmental about sinners? 
Later in the week, we can get in touch with the call of Jesus to deny ourselves. This is not self-denial for its own sake. This is the 
dying to self that comes from loving in the self-sacrificing way that Jesus did.

Who in my family, friends, relative, co-workers and members of my parish or congregation needs my self-denying love? How 
have I focused on “gaining the world” and lost some of my true self in the process? Is there some way this week that I can taste 
discovering my true self in giving some time, some compassion, some love, some special care to someone who needs this from 
me?

And throughout the week, perhaps at a special time of powerlessness or some time when I feel that I don't have the energy or 
gifts to do the “more,” to move a mountain, I can ask for faith the size of a mustard seed. And, each night I can give thanks to 
God for being generous to me all week, for this simple focus on our relationship every day.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.htm

Daily Reflection – 31 July 2022

Vanity of vanities, says Qoheleth,
vanity of vanities!  All things are vanity! - Ecclesiastes 1

If you were raised with Christ, seek what is above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.
Think of what is above, not of what is on earth.
For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
When Christ your life appears, then you too will appear with him in glory. - Colossians 3

“Take care to guard against all greed,
for though one may be rich,
one’s life does not consist of possessions.” - Luke 12

Today's readings offer the grace of a powerful re-alignment of our lives - not focused on "what is on earth," but on our life which 
is "hidden with Christ in God."

Jesus is faced with an all too common family dispute: “Teacher, tell my brother to share the inheritance with me.” One might 
expect Jesus to say, "Tell your brother to come here and I'll straighten him out." Instead, Jesus says, "Take care to guard against 
all greed." Jesus goes right to the heart of the issue - greed.

The Meriam-Webster dictionary defines "greed" as "a selfish and excessive desire for more of something (such as money) than 
is needed." Jesus is urging us to guard against something deeper and more dangerous, by crafting a story about a fellow who's 
had a very good year. He is fortunate to have more grain than he can store. He asks himself the question, "What shall I do?" He 
decides to build a bigger barn to store up this fortune for himself, to surely take care of his security for a long time.

The fortunate fellow missed two other answers to his question. "What shall I do?" He could have answered, "I have more than I 
need. I'll share my good fortune with someone who didn't have such a good year." He could have answered, "I'll give thanks to 
God, and focus on God's goodness to me, and ask for the grace to be freer, more trusting in God's love, so that I will fill my barn, 

31 July Year C

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin MaryEighteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time

But God said to him, ‘You fool, this night your 
life will be demanded of you; and the things you 
have prepared, to whom will they belong?’

Luke 12:13-21

share the rest, and 'be rich in what matters to God.'"

The tragedy of the story, as Jesus tells it, is that the man would die that night and his plans for a secure future turn out to be 
foolish.

Jesus is alerting us to guard against losing perspective about the meaning of our lives. Accumulation of wealth and security, 
without being focused on our relationship with God, and the needs of our brothers and sisters, will never lead us to the happiness 
it seems to promise. Greed is, by its very nature, ironically self-distructive.

This Sunday's readings offer us a wonderful opportunity to re-align our perspective. What is it that I cling to? Perhaps it is 
material possessions, and their associated status, and sign of success. Perhaps it is holding on to security in other ways. Perhaps 
it is a deep reluctance to share what I have, freely. A friend recently shared with me, with a smile, how her grandchild is at the 
stage of grabbing everything and claiming it as "mine." Sometimes it is humbling to realize, as adults, that we are still claiming 
way too much as "mine." Generosity comes from gratitude and freedom. We've all had the experience that when we were blessed 
to share to help someone else, we were richly rewarded by the experience.

The ultimate freedom is experienced when our lives are humbly placed with Jesus, in God. That's where we'll find happiness and 
real self-fulfillment. Surrender, and traveling this road of life with a lighter load of "possessions," trusting in the mystery of God's 
love for us, is tremendously freeing and the source of our happiness here, and for all eternity.

Dear Lord, Jesus, set me free from whatever I cling to. Let me see all the blessings you have given me are meant for me to join 
you in building up your Kingdom of Love and self-sacrificing communion with others. As St. Ignatius prayed, "Give me only your 
love and your grace, and I will be rich enough, and ask for nothing more."

Source: https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/073122.html
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"Restore, Rekindle and Renew your marriage at the ME 
Weekend!"
To deepen your couple relationship, do sign up for a Marriage 
Encounter Weekend on 23rd to 25th Sept 2022 by contacting 
Joe & Reenie or scan the QR code. Please refer to the parish 
bulletin for more details."

CHARIS have started a campaign to raise money for those who are afflicted in India and 
Bangladesh due to the South Asia Floods. In event that there are parishioners who wishes 
to donate to this cause, they may contribute via the following method: 

CHEQUE 
Please crossed the cheque, payable to “CHARIS HAF”, bearer only (i.e. strike out “Or 
Bearer”), indicate “India Bangladesh Flood” at the back of the cheque, and send it to: 
Caritas Humanitarian Aid & Relief Initiatives, Singapore (CHARIS) 
55 Waterloo Street #07-02 Catholic Centre  Singapore 187954 
 
ONLINE DONATION (Credit Card or PayNow) 
Please visit makehopehappen.charis-singapore.org 
At this moment, we ask also for your prayers for those impacted by the flood.  

QUIETING THE SOUL CHIANGMAI 2022 by Cenacle Sisters and Team
A silent 8-full day  or 5-full day retreat set in the beautiful environment of the Seven Fountains Retreat 
Center in Chiang Mai, Thailand. 
 
Three choices of dates (includes travel time) :
(1)   8 days – Nov.25 – Dec. 4, 2022   (2) 5 days – Nov. 28 - Dec -4, 2022   (3) 5-days – Dec. 7 – Dec. 13, 2022
Closing date: 15 September or when registration is full Contact : 9298-5808 / 6565-2895.
email: cenaclesingapore@gmail.com website: www.cenaclemission.com



The Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary will be celebrated on 15 Aug, Monday. 
The Mass timings are as follows:

14 August 2022 (Sunday)
- 4.00pm English Vigil Mass in both the Main 
Church and Beatitudes

15 August 2022 (Monday)
- 7.20am English Mass in the Main Church only
- 12.15pm Mandarin Mass in the Main Church only
- 6.00pm English Mass in both the Main Church 
and Beatitudes

Do note that parishioners need not be vaccinated 
to attend any of the listed Masses.

8月15日为圣母蒙召升天瞻礼，为当守瞻礼。本堂弥撒
时间如下：

8月14日主日
下午4时 前夕英语弥撒 - 教堂及四楼的真福禮堂。

8月15日，星期一
早上7时20分 英语弥撒 - 教堂
中午12时15分 华语弥撒 - 教堂
傍晚6时 英语弥撒 - 教堂及四楼的真福禮堂。

所有教友都能参与弥撒，无需完成疫苗接种。

Own a limited edition Church of Saints Peter and Paul LEGO set with Saint 
Peter and Saint Paul figurines.
拥有一套限量版的乐高圣伯多禄圣保禄堂及乐高圣伯多禄和圣保禄人仔

Enjoy and have fun family time as you build the house of God together. All 
these at only SGD600.00*
只须SGD600.00*, 就能与家人度过欢乐的时光，一同携手建造天主的圣殿。

To place an order, please visit: https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego
Instructions for payment will be shared when
the form has been received
有兴趣订购，请通过链接 https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego
表格成功被处理后，您将会收到通过PayNow付款的指示

Order now!

*Lights not included. It is for photography purpose only.

Matthew 16:13-19

1870 - 2020

And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.

limited edition
S$600.00

Fewer than 50 sets left! 
All proceeds go to the church.





To make MASS OFFERINGS

To make contributions to the CHURCH:

To make contributions to the
CARMELITE FRIARS (SINGAPORE)LTD:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Step 1: Make contribution via PayNow using Parish UEN: T08CC4030K

For PayNow Reference, please state “Mass Stipend – <Your Name>”. 
Make a screenshot of the PayNow transaction.

Step 2: Email to sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg with subject title: Mass Offering. 
Please state in email: Date of Mass, Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number.
Please include the screenshot of the PayNow Transaction.

Method 2: via Cheque
On a piece of paper, please state: Date of Mass, 
Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number. 

Please crossed cheque and make payable to
“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”
Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street,

Singapore 188551.

(Mass offering contribution/stipend is $10 per Mass per name)

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)

Parish UEN: T08CC4030K
Account Name: Church of SPP Operating Fund

Method 2: via Cheque
Please cross cheque and make payable to “Church of Saints Peter and Paul”

Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551. 

via PayNow (online transfer)
UEN: 201706443H

Please DO NOT 
mail cash.



Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i) Church of Sts Peter & Paul:
 for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass offerings 
(ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd:
 for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter):
 for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the poor and needy.

Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr Jeffrey Tan OCD, 
Priests in Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD, Rev Fr Ferdinand Purnomo, OCD
Parish Office Manager: Elisa Chang, elisa.chang@catholic.org.sg
Assistant Secretary: Irene Sim 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - Confessions will be heard half an hour 
before weekday evening and weekend Masses starting from 18 April 2022 onwards. Do 
note, however, that the Sacrament will not be available on Thursday evenings in view 
of the Infant Jesus devotion, and before the Sunday 8.30am Mandarin Mass. 

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm (English)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English), 4.00pm (English)
  2.00pm (Cantonese)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am (Monday to Saturday)
  preceded by morning prayer at 7.00am
  6.00pm (Monday to Friday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : Thursday, 5.30pm followed by Mass
Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday) (SUSPENDED)
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday) (SUSPENDED)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) (SUSPENDED)
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday) (SUSPENDED)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily (SUSPENDED)
SECRETARIAT’S OPERATING HOURS:  
Monday to Saturday : 9.00am - 7.00pm 
Sunday : 9.30am - 5.00pm
Public Holidays : Closed
COLUMBARIUM OPENING HOURS:
Monday to Friday: 7.00am – 7.00pm
Saturday/Sunday: 7.00am – 5.00pm
Closed on Public Holidays
CHAPEL OF THE INCARNATION OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday: 8.00am – 9.00pm
Saturday/Sunday: 8.00am – 6.00pm
Closed on Public Holidays

Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
Tel: +65 6337 2585   Fax: +65 6334 5414   email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg   www.sppchurch.org.sg

 

 


