
 
 

 
 

 

May 4 APNC Candidate Meet & Greet 
 

May 5 Single Worship Service, 10 a.m. 

 APNC Candidate Preaches & 

Congregational Meeting 
 

 Susannah, presented by West 

Michigan Opera Project 
 

May 12 Mother’s Day 
 

May 17 Feeding America Food Truck 
 

 Teusink’s Pony Farm Potluck 
 

May 19 Graduation Sunday 
 

May 26 Summer Worship Hours Begin 

 9:00 Traditional Service 

11:00 Contemporary Service 
 

May 24 Summer office hours begin: 

M-Th: 8-5, F: 8-noon 
 

June 16 Father’s Day 
 

June 23 Third Annual Golf Scramble 
 

June 26 Neighborhood Picnic at 

Pottawatomie Park 
 

July 24 Neighborhood Picnic at  

SL Central Park 
 

Aug. 14 Neighborhood Picnic at North 

Beach Park 

Upcoming Events 
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Presbyterian 
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You are Invited... 

 

Do you have questions about the Presbyterian Church? 
Are you thinking about becoming a member of First Presbyterian Church? 

 

Find out more by attending our Inquirers Class! 
 

Reserve your spot by contacting Karen Nienhouse at 842-6760 or 
knienhouse@fpgh.org.   

 The Associate Pastor Nominating Committee 
Invites You to Candidating Weekend Events 

May 4-5, 2019 
 
 
 

Please join us for an  
Open House at  

First Presbyterian Church 
Saturday, May 4, 2019 

2:00—4:00 p.m. 
to meet the candidate for  

Associate Pastor 

 
 

On Sunday, May 5,  
the candidate will be preaching at our  

single worship service at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Immediately following the 10:00 service,  
there will be a Called Congregational Meeting  

for the purpose of voting on the candidate  
and the Terms of Call. 

Summer Worship 
Hours Begin May 26! 

 
 
 
 

9:00 a.m. 
Traditional Service 

 

11:00 a.m. 
Contemporary Service 

 



PAGE 2 VOLUME 67, ISSUE 5 

Prayer Concerns:  

Tom Braak, Robert Erskin,  

June Lindberg, Barbara Race,  

Sue Roper, Carol Winton,  

Gerry VanStratt, and our service men 

and women 
 

Our Sympathy: 

 to Roger Easton on the death of his 

wife, Valerie Easton, on April 6. 
 

 to Christine and Jasen Rademacher 

and family on the death of Christine’s 

father, Charles Carney, on April 18. 
 

 Congratulations! 

 to Jerry and Lany Schoenmaker on 

the birth of great-granddaughter, 

Kinsley, on March 8. Parents are 

Kyle and Chelsey Schoenmaker. 
 

 to Ruth Suchecki on the birth of  

great-granddaughter Elizabeth Bradley, 

on March 12. Parents are Nancy Kate 

and Kole Suchecki. 
 

 to Ken and Betty Johnson on the 

birth of their great-granddaughter, 

Ilyanne Elizabeth, born on March 17. 

Parents are Derrick and Bailey Johnson. 
 

 to Tim and Jane Stoepker on the  

birth of their grandson, Everett Teake 

Stoepker, on April 17. Parents are 

Brooke and Peter Stoepker. 
 

 to Bill and Chris Bussell on the birth 

of their grandson, Levi, on April 19. 

Parents are Andy and Lindsey Knitt. 

In Our Church 

Would You Like to... 

 Volunteer to bake cookies for  

Sunday fellowship hour? 

 Contact Karen Nienhouse: 

616-842-6760 or 

knienhouse@fpgh.org 

 

• Volunteer to teach or mentor 

youth or children? 

Contact Maddie Lambert (youth) or 

Laura Burns (children): 

616-842-6760 or 

mlambert@fpgh.org 

 lburns@fpgh.org 

 

 Volunteer to help with the 

church grounds/landscaping 

maintenance? 

Contact Dan Coulier: 

616-842-6760 or 

dancoulier@fpgh.org 
 

 Become an Usher or Greeter  

(or sub) Contact Karen Nienhouse: 

616-842-6760 or 

knienhouse@fpgh.org 

 

Your help in any of these areas 

is needed and appreciated! 

 

 

Every month, we publish birthdays 
of our members and friends who  
are no longer able to come to church 
regularly. Bless their special day 
with a card from their church family! 

   

 May 10 June Lindberg 

 1410 S. Ferry 

 Grand Haven, MI 49417 
  

 May 19 Gerry VanStratt 

 Robbinswood Assisted Living 

 1125 Robbins Road, C-21 

 Grand Haven, MI 49417 
 

 May 28 Sue McClellan 

 1450 S. Ferry Street, Apt. 228 

 Grand Haven, MI 49417 
 

June 15 Barb Casemier 
Sierra 
16216 Mercury Drive 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 

June 22 Charlie Davis 
Sierra 
16216 Mercury Drive 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
 

2019 Per Capita 
 

Per-capita is a charge we pay to  
the Presbytery each year for every  
member of our congregation. The 
amount for this year is $32.20. 
 

Please prayerfully consider paying 
the per-capita amount for each per-
son in your family who is a church 
member. Thank you! 

 Stay connected to our church  

wherever you go with Realm! 
 

Realm is a great tool to connect with other church members, up-

date your profile information and photos, RSVP to events, manage 

your giving, send messages, and many other uses.  

It also serves as an online church directory. 

 

Realm can be used on your computer (go to onrealm.org) or as an 

app on your smart phone (go to Google Play or iTunes and down-

load Connect - Our Church Community for free). 

 

Please note you will need to enter your email and a password to log 

in to Realm. To receive a password, please send a  

password request to staff@fpgh.org. 

https://onrealm.org/FPGH/SignIn
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.acstechnologies.android.realm.engagement&hl=en
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/connect-our-church-community/id1052274581?mt=8&ign-mpt=uo%3D4
mailto:kjullie@fpgh.org
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From Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon 

What 
 a glorious Holy 
Week we had 

together! Our Palm Sunday worship 
was delightful and energetic. The 
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday 
services with our friends from  
Muskegon Congregational Church 
were solemn and beautiful. Those 
seeking a way to meditate on the 
meaning of Good Friday found refuge 
in our sanctuary on Friday for the  
Stations of the Cross. Many families 
gathered on Saturday for the Easter 
Egg Hunt. Many also gathered to  
color eggs with Joyful Noise on 
Wednesday. And then Easter Sunday 
came with the announcement that  
Jesus is risen. Brass welcomed us to 
worship. We heard the good news. 
We turned the cross from a drab  
instrument of violence into another 
place for beauty and life as we  
flowered the cross. It takes many, many 
people to make all of this possible, so 
thank you for playing your part in 
telling all who would listen that God 
in Christ has beaten death.  
 

We have big plans for worship  
coming up. The first Sunday of May 
brings us our Associate Pastor candidate. 
I can’t wait to share this person with 
you! We will then move into a few 

weeks where we promote our newly 
named Core Values, which are: 
 

 We are Christ-centered. 
 We are better together. 

 We are at the heart of  
the community. 

 We are created to create.  
 

While that series is going on, we’re 
asking you to submit your questions 
about the Bible and the Christian faith 
to us. This summer our sermons will 
seek to address some of those questions, 
so give us lots of good questions to 
work on! I believe this will be an  
interesting time for us. Certainly you’re 
going to ask some good questions, 
some of which may take some time to 
think about. We’re calling the series, 
“I Wonder.” I’m already wondering 
what you’ll be asking! 
 

This weekend we welcome our  
Associate Pastor candidate and family 
to our church and community. Our 
APNC has done great work, and I 
have been amazed to witness how 
God called the right committee to find 
the right pastor for us. I’m not  
surprised that God does good work 
among us, but I am gratified to see a 
lengthy process yield such a fitting 
result. I hope you’ll take some time 

on Saturday to say “hello.” I recall 
that being a special time for me a  
couple of years ago. I also hope 
you’re going to be here on Sunday  
for our one worship service at 10:00 
to hear our candidate preach, to share 
communion together, and then to  
participate in the congregational 
meeting at the end of worship. It 
should be a wonderful weekend! 
 

Lastly, I’m going to be out of town 
for around ten days in the middle of 
May – my first break since Christmas! 
I have been invited to participate in 
the CREDO program put on by our 
denomination. It’s a week-long time 
for pastors to experience renewal, 
rest, and reflection, and I’m ready for 
it. I’ll be at Mo-Ranch in Texas. On 
my way back I’ll be meeting our  
program staff in Nashville for the  
Intergenerate Conference, where we’ll 
be learning more about intentionally 
intergenerational ministry. In all of 
these events, we are eager for your 
prayers and support. I’m sure we’ll 
have lots to share on our return. May 
is going to be a great month for our 
church. Hope you’re eager for it! 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Troy  

From the Session  

 

News From the April Session Meeting 
 

Stay in the loop about the actions of your Session! Following is a synopsis of the main points of the last Session meet-
ing. If you would like more detail, the Session minutes are posted on our website at www.fpgh.org 
 

Highlights: 
 Interviewed and endorsed Maddie Lambert to be an inquirer in the PC(USA) ordination process 
 Heard the report from the APNC 

 Approved the terms of call for the new associate pastor and called the congregational meeting 
 Approved a new committee meeting schedule, which now has Session meeting on the second Monday of each 

month (beginning in June) and consolidates all committee meetings to the week after Session. 

 Held annual joint meeting with the Board of Deacons and heard a great report on their ministry. 
 
It is our joy to serve Christ as the Session of First Presbyterian Church. Keep us in your prayers. 
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Mission Committee 

May Food Collection 

 

Each month, the Mission Committee collects non-perishable food and 

household goods for different local food pantries.  
 

This month’s donations will go to The People Center in Spring Lake.  

Special requests are for:  

 Spaghetti Noodles 

 Spaghetti Sauce 

 Pancake Mix 

 Syrup 

 Hot and cold cereal 

 Applesauce 
 

Please bring donations to the designated spot in the  

Gathering Area.  
 

Thank you!  
 

Feeding America 
Food Truck 

 

Through your 

giving, the Mission 

Committee has 

sponsored a Feeding 

America Food Truck on Friday, May 17. 

 

The objective of this ministry is to 

offer love and hope to people who are 

struggling to make ends meet.  

 

Please come and help us package and 

hand out food or help people carry 

food to their vehicles. We’ll be in the 

St. Pat's West parking lot at 9:30 a.m. 

on Friday, May 17, until the food is 

gone (around 11:00 a.m.).  

 Peanut butter 

 Jelly 

 Laundry soap 

 Household cleaners 

 Dish soap 

First Presbyterian 
Church is Certified as 
a PC(USA) Earth Care 

Congregation 
 
First Presbyterian Church was  

certified as an Earth Care  

Congregation by Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.)'s Presbyterian Hunger  

Program through February 2020.  

This honor speaks to the great  

commitment that First Presbyterian 

Church has to caring for God’s earth. 
 

To become an Earth Care  

Congregation, this congregation  

affirmed an Earth Care Pledge to  

integrate environmental practices  

and thinking into all facets of its 

church life and completed projects 

and activities in the fields of worship,  

education, facilities, and outreach.  

The Earth Care Congregation  

certification is designed to recognize 

churches that make the commitment 

to take seriously God’s charge to “till 

and keep” the garden. 

 

Started in 2010 by PC(USA)  

Environmental Ministries, the goal of 

this program is to inspire churches to 

care for God’s earth in a holistic way, 

through integrating earth care into all 

aspects of their church life.  The 

Earth Care Congregation certification 

honors churches that make that  

commitment and encourages others to 

follow their example. 

 

“It is exciting that First Presbyterian 

Church is one of the 230 churches 

that chose to dedicate themselves to 

intentional care of God’s earth this 

year.  The congregation’s activities 

and commitment will inspire others to 

respond intentionally to God’s call to 

care for the earth,” says Jessica 

Maudlin, Associate for Sustainable 

Living and Earth Care Concerns for 

the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 

For more information on the Earth 

Care Congregations program visit 

www.pcusa.org/earthcarecongregations. 
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Community Artist & Speaker Series 

of First Presbyterian Church 
presents  

 
 

Susannah 

West Michigan Opera Project 

Sunday, May 5, 4:00 p.m. 
 

Join us for the final C.A.S. event of  

the season with a performance of one 

of the most-performed American  

operas of all time, Susannah.  
 

Written by composer Carlisle Floyd and performed by the West Michigan 

Opera Project, Susannah tells the story of a wide-eyed and lovely young 

woman who lives a simple and happy life with her older brother Sam,  

who raised her. Susannah finds herself viciously ostracized by her small 

Tennessee mountain village after a group of church elders targets her as  

a sinner, but when the town attempts to drive her out of town, she stands  

her ground. 
 

All of the Community Artist events are free and open to the public. 

In Our Church/Outreach 
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FPC Financial Update 
as of March 31, 2019 

 

Offerings Received  
Year-to-Date 

$242,024 
 

Expenditures Paid  
Year-to-Date 

$240,963 
 

To all who give to support the  
mission of the church—thank you! 
You make the ministry go! 
 

If you are not a regular giver, please 
consider becoming one. Not only is it 
healthy for the church, it is also  
spiritually healthy for you! 
 

Giving online is easy! Just  follow 
this link: 

 

https://bit.ly/2xTbGMG 
 

or call (842-6760) or stop in to  
the church office. We would love  
to help! 

Summer Neighborhood Picnics 
 

It’s that time of year again, so mark your calendars for our neighborhood 
summertime picnics! 
 

Our “neighborhood” picnics give you a chance to connect with people who 
live in your neck of the woods! The picnics are at local parks, so kids can run 
and play together. This is also a great opportunity to get to know members 
who may attend a different worship service than you typically attend. 

 

Dates and Locations: 
Wednesday, June 26: Pottawatomie Park, (shelter #2) 

Wednesday, July 24: Central Park in Spring Lake 
Wednesday, August 14: North Beach Park (picnic shelter, both sides) 

 

Time: 
5:00-7:00 p.m. 

 

Bring: 
...a side dish or dessert to share  

...bag chairs if desired 
 

The church will provide burgers or chicken 
 

If you are not able to attend the picnic in  
your neighborhood, feel free to drop in  

to any of the others that fit your schedule. 

Adult MissionTrip  
to Belize 

 

Plans are forming for an adult mission 
trip to Belize in early November, 2019. 
 

Exact dates and type of work will  

depend upon the availability and the 

talents of the group. We will be  
working with Koinonia Ministries,  

a church that has a heart for children 

in Central America.  
 

As of now, travel costs are estimated 

at $1,250 per person, which includes 
airfare, trip fees, travel insurance, and 

most meals. You will need a valid 

U.S. passport and proper immunizations. 
 

Pastor Troy Hauser Brydon will be 
leading the group. We will need to 

have a good idea of who will be  

participating in the next few weeks. 
 

For more information or to say you’d 

like to participate, contact the church 
office at 842-6760 or troyhb@fpgh.org. 
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Staff and Leadership: 

Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon, Senior Pastor 

Rob Andersen, Worship Assistant 

Maryanne Beery, Director of Music & Fine Arts 

Sally Bryant, Communications Coordinator 

Laura Burns, Children’s Ministries Director 

Dan Coulier, Maintenance Director 

Marc Felt, Gathering Band Leader 

Rob Hlebinsky, Organist 

Kelli Jullie, Church Administrator 

Maddie Lambert, Youth & Young Adult Ministries 

Director 

Karen Nienhouse, Membership Services 

Christina Ramones, Assistant to the Administrator 

Mark Sanchez, Church Host 

Sally Segers, Joyful Noise Director 

 

First Presbyterian Church  

of Grand Haven 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 

Grand Haven, MI  49417 
 

Phone: 616.842.6760 

Fax: 616.842.5979 
 

www.fpgh.org  •  staff@fpgh.org 
 

Sunday Morning Worship Services: 

8:45 a.m. (traditional) 

& 11:00 a.m. (contemporary) 

Habitat for Humanity 
Fundraiser 

 

 

Hops for Homes 
Friday, June 7 

Trillium Catering & Events 
 

Featuring: 

Craft beer & wine,  

pork bbq & brats,  

and music by  

Julia & the Greensides 
 

Time: 5:30-8:30 pm 
 

Cost: $35 in advance  

or $40 at the door 
 

Tickets are available in the  

church office. 

Pentecost Special Offering, May 20 
 

Who was the first person to teach you about Jesus? Who helped you open the 
doors to understandings of God and faith? When? For many of us, these things 
happened during our childhood—at home, at Sunday school, at church, at 
camp or maybe through a youth mission trip. 
 

The foundation of faith is often established in the first third of life. That’s why 
Presbyterian congregations join together in support of the Pentecost Offering 
to nurture those who are the church to come—children, youth, and young 
adults. We are called to support the church of the future. 

 

 40% of this offering will stay in Grand Haven for Central High School’s 
food pantry. 

 

 25% will help support youth ministries such as scholarship grants to the 
2019 Presbyterian Youth Triennium, funding for the daily digital devotion 
at www.d364.org, and for the design of a new Christian formation endeav-
or called The Senior Project. 

 

 25% goes to the Young Adult Volunteer (YAV) 
experience. Volunteers are trained to engage in 
mission sites in the U.S. and around the world. 
Funding is also for retreats, orientation events, 
and counseling to help young adults discern 
God’s call for their lives. 

 

 10% supports the “Educate a Child, Transform 
the World” national initiative affirmed at the 
221st  General Assembly. Its goal is to better the 
lives of one million children by 2020. 

 

Envelopes to support the June 9 Pentecost offering will be available in the 
pews at the end of May. You may also text YOUNG to 56512 to learn more or 
give online. 
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Children’s Ministries 

Youth Group 
Snapshot of the Month: 

 

Sunday, May 5   Bring your ideas to youth group for a summer service project!  
Remember to use your "Challenge Cards" to be exploring the ways  
Grand Haven serves its community.  

Sunday, May 12 Happy Mother's Day! No youth group; spend the evening celebrating all the  
special women in your life. 

Sunday, May 19   Graduation Sunday; If you're graduating this year we'd love to honor you in the worship service!  
Come dressed in your caps and gowns.  

Sunday, May 26 Memorial Day Weekend. No youth group Sunday; enjoy Monday off! 

Sunday, June 2  Youth group end-of-the-year party! Join us from 6-8 pm.  

Youth Ministries 

LEGO Faith Builders: 
Faith & Creativity Meet 

 

Children’s Ministries is getting excited 
for LEGO Faith Builders to start this 
summer! Faith Builders is similar to 
Children & Worship with a time to 
gather, hear God’s story as a group, 
enter the story through wonder, and 
then respond individually by building 
pieces of the story using LEGOs.  
Each week will also have a LEGOs-

based devotion: we are built like 
LEGO’s, connecting to God and one 
another, and we need a firm foundation.  
  

All kids 4 years-5th grade are invited 
to engage in God’s stories in this 
meaningful and memorable program 
offered at both services beginning   
June 9.  Contact Laura Burns  
lburns@fpgh.org with questions or  
if you would like to be part of the 
LEGO Faith Builder’s team. 

Join Us at the Pony Farm! 
 

Joyful Noise Childcare will be holding its annual pony farm potluck on Friday, May 17th at Teusink's Pony Farm in 
Holland (1468 W. 32nd Street, Holland, MI)!  
 

The potluck and hot dog roast begin at 6 p.m. at the farm. Activities and fellowship will begin after the potluck,  
around 6:30 p.m. 
 

Joyful Noise Childcare families, friends, alumni and First  
Presbyterian Church of Grand Haven congregation are  
welcome to join in the celebration by signing up in the Joyful 
Noise main entrance. The cost is $5 per person age 2 and up 
(children under 2 are FREE).  
 

Hot dogs, water, and marshmallows will be provided. Bring  
a dish to pass and your own table settings and enjoy the meal, 
plus hay rides, petting zoo, pony rides, marshmallow roasting 
and lots of other pony farm fun! If you enjoy fishing, bring a 
fishing pole (worms will be provided). 
 

We'll see you there!  

Joyful Noise 

mailto:lburns@fpgh.org
https://www.facebook.com/teusinksponyfarm/
https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresGH/
https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresGH/


 

 

 

 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
616-842-6760 
 

Sunday Worship Hours: 
8:45 Traditional Service 
11:00 Contemporary Service 
 

If you are unable to attend Sunday morning worship,  

listen to the service podcast on our website (www.fpgh.org)  
or watch the service livestreamed on our  
facebook page: First Presbyterian Church of Grand Haven 

 

May 2019 

deliver to: (or current resident) 

 

Sign up for the 

First Presbyterian Church 
Third Annual Golf Scramble “Fun” Raiser 

 

Sunday, June 23 

at Pigeon Creek Golf Course 

Registration: 11:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Shotgun Start: 1:30 p.m. 
 

Come out for an afternoon of golf, food, fellowship, and fun with your FPC family! 
 

For full details and registration form, brochures are available in the church office and at the Welcome 

Desk, or by entering this link into your web browser: https://bit.ly/2XXL5IS 

Sponsorship opportunities are available, and donations of team prize 

items, contest prizes, door prizes and silent auction items are also needed.  

If you have questions or would like more information about making a  

donation, please contact either:  

 Alishia Terrill: msugal@tds.net or 616-638-1783; or  

 Tina VanderWall: 616-402-4877 or 616-402-4877 
 

Proceeds will benefit Joyful Noise Christian Childcare’s Outdoor Play Spaces. 
Third  Annual  

Golf Scramble “Fun” Raiser 


