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W
hen that tu-
m u l t u o u s 
crowd gath-
e r e d  t h a t 
Black Thurs-

day for the mass burial of over 
70 souls slaughtered like rams 
on the butcher’s slab, the whole 
values that man represents went 
down more than six feet before 
the beautiful caskets with their 
ugly contents.

In Nigeria, life and its values 
have come down so low that ani-
mals have become the superior 
stock. When the effusive out-
burst of emotions at the burial 
ground and beyond went so high 
and temper sunk so deep, it was 
not only because death struck, 
but more because those to be 
buried were innocent souls that 
have been brutally sacrificed for 
‘stolen’ cows.

In most societies, including 
traditional Africa, cows are mere 
animals at man’s beck and call. 
They are important to the extent 
that they can enrich man’s din-
ing table. Otherwise, they are 
useless creatures fit to be slaugh-
tered and buried or pushed and 
drowned in the deep sea.

But in Nigeria, it is a reversal 
of roles and values. This is the 
only country in the world where 
man is the cow and cow the man. 
So, man is killed for cow and not 
cow for man, leaving humanity 
with a classical case of bestiality 
too absurd for comprehension.

For the wrong reason, Benue 
State in the North Central part of 
Nigeria has been in the news and 
these are news of horror. The 
state has been under siege by 
Fulani herdsmen who have, in 
the course of grazing their cattle, 
caused mental torture to their 
host farming communities by 
allowing their cattle to destroy 
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Benue massacre as metaphor for depraved values
their farms and eat up the crops.

Any little complaint or re-
sistance from the communities 
is met with killing, maiming, 
burning and destruction of their 
property. The most recent mass 
killing which precipitated the 
present crisis in the state was 
the most cruel, brutish, callous 
and lacked any attachment to 
the sanctity of human life.

People were killed, farmlands 
destroyed and homes desecrated 
and burnt as a reprisal for 1,000 
cows which these killers claimed 
were stolen in the community. 
This was the claim by a group 
that calls itself Myeti Allah, an 
umbrella body of pastoralists/
herdsmen in Nigeria.

Two things agitate the mind—
the impunity and the initial 
silence and indifference from 
the federal government. Here is a 
group of people that kills and do 
not show any remorse for their 
action. The whole idea of killing 
innocent people for stolen cows 
is bizarre and questions the sane-
ness of the perpetrators.

It also makes it difficult to 
categorise a people in that state 
of mind as the elder statesman 
and erudite professor, Wole 
Soyinka did ask in the Volume 
III of his Intervention Series. 
Soyinka recalls that The Indig-
enous People of Biafra (IPOB) 
which the federal government, 
in order to crush the group by 
branding it a terrorist group, 
never killed people, nor was it a 
violent movement.

But here is Myeti Allah whose 
members “swoop on sleeping 
settlements, kill and strut. They 
glory in their seeming suprem-
acy; by contrast, how do we 
categorize Myeti? How do we 
assess a mental state that can-
not distinguish between a stolen 
cow – which is always recover-
able – and human life, which is 
not”.

The government’s initial si-
lence was curious. It did not only 
fail to categorise Myeti and its 
action, but also refused to act. 
When eventually it decided to 
act following public outcry, in-
ternational condemnation of the 
wanton killings and loud lamen-
tations by the Benue people, it 
did so with false step.

Inspector General of Police 
was directed to move in and take 
care of the situation, an action 
which Umar Aliyu, a retired 
army captain, said was meant to 
punish the police because that 
was not their tuff. And to prove 
Aliyu right, before the IGP could 
settle down in Benue, two of his 
officers were killed by the se-
rial killers and a third one badly 
wounded.

While the President of the 

federal republic maintained his 
studied silence, his minister of 
agriculture, Audu Ogbe, effort-
fully volunteered explanation 
and possible solution to the car-
nage in his home state. Accord-
ing to him, “The inability of the 
government to pay attention to 
herdsmen and cow farming, un-
like other developed countries, 
contributed to the killings.”

Continuing, the minister said, 
“Over the years, we have not done 
much to look seriously into the 
issue of livestock development in 
the country; we may have done 
enough for the rice farmer, the 
cassava farmer, the maize farmer, 
the cocoa farmer, but we haven’t 
done enough for herdsmen, and 
that inability and omission on our 
part is resulting in the crisis we are 
witnessing today.”

This was not only a patron-
izing c omment,  but a sim-
plistic way of ignoring a fes-
tering sore. At no time have 
the herdsmen complained of 
neglect from government. The 
leadership of their organiza-
tion has at no time complained 
of neglect from the govern-
ment. Their anger, as in the 
present case, is the anti-grazing 
law which the Benue State gov-
ernment put in place to save its 
farming population from the 
invading herdsmen.

Though he denied their re-
sponsibility in the killing taking 
place in Benue, Saleh Alhassan, 
the Myeti Allah Secretary Gen-
eral, did not, while on a national 
television programme, hide his 
group’s disdain for the anti-open 
grazing law in Benue, insisting it 
was a law against the pastoralists 
in the country. He also alleged 
that the herdsmen were being 
killed all over the country and 
their cows stolen. Alhassan also 
insisted that the Anti-Open 
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Grazing Law was unconstitu-
tional and would therefore con-
tinue to generate conflict.

This does not only dem-
onstrate impunity, but a also 
lack of respect to constituted 
authority. Soyinka shares this 
view when he said, “The pres-
ent national outrage is over 
impunity. It rejects the right of 
any set of people, for whatever 
reason, to take arms against 
their fellow men and women, 
to acknowledge their exploits 
in boastful and justifying ac-
cents and, in effect, promise 
more of the same as long as 
their terms and demands are 
not met. In plain language, they 
have declared war against the 
nation, and their weapon is an 
undiluted terror”.

The Benue people deserve 
more than they are getting from 
the people and that is adequate 
protection of lives and property. 
It beats the imagination that up 
till date, nobody, not even the 
leadership of Myeti Allah, has 
been arrested for the sacrilege 
in Benue. Government needs to 
wean itself from what is clearly 
double-standard in dealing with 
crisis in the country. Somebody 
has pay the price for the Benue 
killings.

Those in government, es-
pecially the president’s foot-
soldiers, should not make the 
killing of innocent people of the 
state seem as if their lives are 
valueless. They also are humans. 
A recent comment attributed to 
one of the president’s spokesper-
sons which compared the pres-
ent killings to those at the time 
of former President Goodluck 
Jonathan was just unfortunate. 
Such a statement coming from a 
father, a husband, an uncle and 
a brother, was not only callous, 
but also ungodly.   



Abike Dabiri-Erewa, 
Senior Special Assistant 
to the President on 
Foreign Affairs and the 
Diaspora, (l); presenting 
a Diaspora Magazine to 
Emmanuel Uwechue, 
China Based Nigerian 
Artiste, during a 
meeting of
Chinese investors 
with Dabiri-Erewa in 
Abuja on Friday. NAN

L-R: Hon. Justice Tunde Oshodi, judge of the Lagos High Court; Solape Adio, managing director, Rosalita’s 
Confectionary; Modupe Adio, celebrant, and  Seni Adio (SAN), vice chairman, Nigerian Bar Association Section 
on Business Law (NBA-SBL), during Modupe’s enrollment celebration as a legal practitioner of the Supreme Court 
of Nigeria, in Lagos.                       Pic by Olawale Amoo

James Onazi, member of the Rotary Club of Tincity, (l) and Enobong Akpan, former Assistant Governor of the 
club, (2nd l), de-worming pupils of Riyom Central Primary School, during a free medical outreach by the Rotary 
Club of Tincity in Jos.

L-R: Ahmed Lawan, senate majority leader; Mansur Dan-ali, minister of defence; Sadique Abubakar, chief of the air 
staff, and Tukur Bratai, chief of the army staff, at the 2018 Armed Forces Remembrance Day Juma’at prayer in Abuja.

Najeem Yasin, national president of National Union of Road Transport Workers, (l); Comrade Ayuba Wabara, NLC 
President, (2nd l); Comrade Issa Aremu, former vice president of the NLC/general secretary, National Union of 
Garment and Textile Workers of Nigeria, (r); Comrade Bobboi Kaigama, president of the Trade Union Congress, (2nd 
r) and other national executive members of the NLC protesting over the sack of some civil servants in Kaduna. NAN

L-R: Akinade Yusuf Bashorun of Oyo; Archbishop Ayo Ladigbolu, chairman, Are Ona Kakanfo Installation 
Committee, and Femi Davies, representing Are Ona Kakanfo designate, during a news conference on the Installation 
of  Otunba Gani Adams as the15th Are-Ona Kakanfo of Yorubaland, in Ibadan. NAN

L-R: Zebulon Agomuo, editor BUSINESSDAY SUNDAY and guest speaker;  Princewill Chijioke; Opara Beatrice 
(oldest teaching staff); John Mary(oldest non-teaching staff); Obiageli Obinugwu; Ifeoma Odinanwa and Ogechukwu 
Nwachukwu (all old parents) with Obiora Mbaekwe and Shaibu Gana during the special recognition accorded 
the invested parents at the 1st Parents’ Conference and Celebration Dinner of Little Gems Private School, in 
Lagos, recently.

R-L: Geoffrey Onyema, minister of foreign affairs, and Yinka Omorogbe, attorney general/commissioner for justice 
and chairperson, Edo State Task-force Against Human Trafficking, at a section of the Port Harcourt International 
Airport after receiving some of the Libya returnees evacuated by the federal government.
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A
s the despondency brought 
about by the failure of President 
Muhammadu Buhari and his 
All Progressives Congress (APC) 
to deliver the massive change 

they promised Nigerians in 2015 reaches its 
crescendo, an increasing number of young 
citizens of the country have begun to express 
strong interest to wrest the reins of power 
from the older generation.

Bolstered by the passage of #NotTooY-
oungtoRun Bill by the National Assembly 
last July, many young Nigerians, citing lack 
of confidence in current political leaders to 
deliver the nation from perennial economic 
and infrastructural backwardness, are jetti-
soning their long-held I-don’t-care attitude to 
politics. The #NotTooYoungtoRun Bill, when 
it becomes law, would reduce the minimum 
age for presidential candidates from 40 to 35, 
the age for governorship candidates from 35 
to 30, and the age for the House of Representa-
tives and the State Houses of Assembly to 25.

Also spurred by the examples of Justin 
Trudeau, who became the Canadian Prime 
Minister in 2015 at age 44, and Emmanuel 
Macron, who defied all odds to become the 
youngest president of France at the youthful 
age of 39, a number of these youths are warm-
ing up to contest for the presidency ahead of 
the 2019 general elections. Those who have so 
far indicated interest or hinted that they may 
contest the 2019 presidency include Adamu 
Garba II, founder/CEO of IPI Solutions Nige-
ria Limited; Ahmed Buhari, CEO of Skylar, 
Inc.; Chris Emejuru, founder and managing 

director/CEO of Liberty Approach & Allied 
Consults (LAAC); Fela Durotoye, motivational 
speaker and leadership coach; Nollywood ac-
tor Yul Edochie, and Omike Chikeluba Lewis.

The Macron effect
The victory of Emmanuel Macron in 

the May 7, 2017 French presidential poll 
particularly aroused a new wave of political 
awakening among young Nigerians.

Macron, a pro-business centrist, defeated 
Marine Le Pen, a far-right female nationalist, 
by a vote of 66.06 percent to 33.94 percent, 
according to the French Interior Ministry.

Macron, whom many now see as the new 
face of possibilities, instantly became a source 
of inspiration for the youths of Nigeria, spur-
ring in them a new consciousness that with 
the right political mobilisation and action, 
they can take charge of governance and 
redeem their country.

Many young Nigerians, on social media 
and elsewhere, seemed to have suddenly 
realised that their country has for too long 
been run by older people who lack the 21st 
Century leadership foresight Nigeria desper-
ately needs.

“It is increasingly evident that these 
people can’t lead us anywhere because you 
can’t give what you don’t have. The change 
that we fought for is obviously not what we 
are seeing today. So, we have to organize for 
2019. But the interesting thing is that these 
current leaders are not making it easier for 
an outsider to win election in Nigeria. We 
have to begin to think about how to push an 
idea, push a candidate, and push what I call 
‘a ballot revolution’,” Chris Nwokobia, a 2011 
presidential candidate under the platform of 
Liberal Democratic Party of Nigeria (LDPN), 
told BDSUNDAY over the telephone.

rian renaissance project where each citizen 
will transparently measure our government 
in 4 key metrics namely: Better education 
and training for our children; better standard 
healthcare facilities for all Nigerians; better 
market to transact in goods and services, 
and more money in their pocket as a result of 
improved trade,” Garba said in the interview.

“We will work extensively to open our 
market potentials. We will use oil money 
only to build infrastructure and not to pay 
salaries and state subventions. The so-called 
FAAC will be discontinued under our govern-
ment. With creation of special geo-economic 
zones in each state, we will support them to 
create their revenues locally and run their 
government.

“The shorelines, from Calabar, Akwa Ibom, 
Bayelsa, Rivers, Delta to Lagos will be a strong 
economic activity area and energy produc-
tion zones or Shoreline Energy Production 
Zones (SEPZ) .We will build heavy gas pipeline 
across the country and explore our natural 
gas to power our homes for energy needs. In 
addition to the hydro power for electricity, we 
will use coal to build a large thermal station 
in Enugu capable of generating 20000MW 
of electricity within the first 5 years of our 
government.

“On the northern part of the country, 
places like Sokoto, Jigawa, some parts of Kano, 
Yobe, Maiduguri, Bauchi, Katsina, Zanfara 
and Adamawa all have great potentials of 
generating a high amount of solar energy at 
industrial scale. We will invest $5 billion on 
solar and wind renewable energy in those 
areas. We will call this Inland Energy Produc-
tion Zones (IEPZ).

“On education, we will take over the con-
trol of primary school education and transfer 

“Of the total 72 million registered voters, 
70 percent of them are young people. Mobile 
phone service providers are saying that we 
have a total number of 115 million registered 
phone users; that means that the 70 percent 
registered voters are on social media,” he said.

There also followed a constant reminder 
that Nigeria had in the past been ruled by 
young people, most of who continue to rule 
the country today even in their old age.

“The people that fought for Nigeria’s inde-
pendence were not in their 40s. They were in 
their late 20s and early 30s. Nigerian millen-
nial generation are angry but they don’t know 
how to direct their anger. Now they find the 
internet, and can sit down on the toilet seat 
and rant and nobody hears the voice. What 
happened in France can happen in Nigeria 
too,” said Tomi Wale-Temowo, creative and 
visual strategist.

Young Nigerians who want to be presi-
dent

Adamu Garba II
Adamu Garba II, founder/CEO, IPI Solu-

tions Nigeria Limited, a leading cloud com-
puting company based in Lagos, wants to 
rule Nigeria in 2019. Aged 36, Garba, who 
hails from Jimeta, Yola-North Local Govern-
ment Area of Adamawa State, attended Kano 
University of Technology where he studied 
Electrical Engineering.

In an interview with ThisDay Newspaper 
published on November 25 last year, Garba 
listed his strong points to include that he is 
“strong-willed, able, healthy intelligent and 
smart”, with “strong emotional balance and 
all the attributes obtainable in a visionary 
leader”, and “fully prepared”.

“I think Nigerians should start to prepare 
for a new Nigerian dream by our great Nige-
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“ICT enhances the economic productivity 
across region and geographic location. For 
instance, ICTs can enhance rural productivity. 
ICT enables solution sharing between local 
people and communities, providing access 
to practical information on small business 
accounting, weather trends and farming 
best practices, for example. Timely access 
to market information via communications 
networks also helps farmers make appropri-
ate decisions about what crops to plant and 
where to sell their produce and buy inputs. 

“The number of young people today in 
Nigeria who are able to use ICT to proffer 
solutions as well as make a living for them-
selves is amazing. We must ensure that we 
make electricity and internet hubs available 
to enable aspiring tech-preneurs explore and 
develop the new Nigeria,” he told BDSUNDAY 
in an interview.

Fela Durotoye
In a television programme monitored in 

Lagos, Fela Durotoye, a Lagos-based motiva-
tional speaker and leadership coach, said he 
was ready to serve Nigerians in whatever 
capacity including as president in 2019.

“The problem with Nigeria so far is that 
we have not yet seen a system that pro-
duces natural good people in governance. 
The leadership system we have in Nigeria is 
what I call ‘seletocracy’; it is a kind of system 
whereby the access to position of authority 
and power is to a large extent determined by 
a few people who have a higher interest in 
themselves and their own selected interest 
than they have in the interest of the general 
public.

“It now time for us to lead, but remember 
it is not just about the people being led, it is 
about us the people, choosing how to make 
life better, that we have to make our mis-
sion. Because we have woken up, now we 
have chosen to accept our responsibility for 
the wellbeing of our nation. Now we believe 
ourselves that our generation can do this; now 
we are committing our time and resources, 
rather than sitting in our comfort zones and 
most importantly, we are determined.

“I am ready to take up the task in whatever 
capacity it is. I will love to serve my people 
and create a desirable nation to live in first, 
which we can do. If I were to serve in the 
highest office in Nigeria and I am given the 
right condition, I will be honoured to serve 
my people in any position, including the 
presidency,” he said.

Chris Emejuru
Chris Emejuru, a young Nigerian based in 

the United States of America, is the founder 
and managing director/CEO of Liberty Ap-
proach & Allied Consults (LAAC), a consult-

ing firm whose goal is to inform and provide 
knowledgeable information to clients regard-
ing fiscal, economic, social, cultural endeav-
ours as well as present information on current 
events in Nigeria, from the perspective of 
the Federal Government, and government 
at state and local levels.

Born on December 1, 1982, of Rivers State 
origin (Elele), Chimene “Chris” Emejuru has a 
background in Business and Politics. His reach 
has expanded to four continents including 
Latin America (Costa Rica), Africa (Nigeria), 
Asia, (Istanbul, Turkey) and North America 
(United States). His passion for enterprise 
and social development has led him to his 
home country of Nigeria for the past 17 years 
since 1999.

In a statement published on NAIJ.com, 
Emejuru, who believes he can make a differ-
ence in Nigeria, said: “Today in Nigeria, there 
are many challenges that we face, and I tell 
you they are deep. We have a mountain to 
climb (power, health, education, finance, la-
bour, etc.), but the vision that has risen from 
this difficult journey will not end in vain but 
I believe will be overlooked at the glorious 
view from the mountain top.

“Nigeria is one; from the beauty of the 
North, to the magnificence of the South, to 
the wonders of the West, united we will 
remain, as an example for many, for Africa, 
for the world.”

Yul Edochie
Yul Edochie, Nollywood actor who ran 

for governor in Anambra State under the 
Democratic People’s Congress, chose the oc-
casion of his 36th birthday, January 7, 2018, 
to give a hint that he might seek election as 
Nigeria’s president in 2019.

“2018 is just unfolding, we pray for more 
blessings so let’s just keep our fingers crossed. 
Who knows, I may just decide to run for 
president of Nigeria this time, in 2019, and I 
will win,” Edochie said in a video posted on 
Instagram.

The last of six children of veteran actor 
Pete Edochie, Yul attended the University 
of Port Harcourt where he studied Dramatic 
Arts. He ran against 36 other aspirants, 
including the incumbent governor, Willie 
Obiano, in the last Anambra gubernatorial 
election and secured only 145 votes. That 
notwithstanding, he is confident that he has 
all it takes to become president.

Omike Chikeluba Lewis
Omike Chikeluba Lewis last year an-

nounced his intention to run for presidency 
in 2019. In a statement exclusively made 
available to NAIJ.com, he said it was time for 
the youths of Nigeria to take charge of the 
country and stop voting in the same set of 

politicians who have been in charge for a long 
time. He apologised to leaders he might have 
insulted in the past and promised to make the 
country a better place.

New political movements emerge
As the momentum builds, there is also a 

consensus of opinion among the youths that 
APC and the opposition People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP) are spent forces that hold no hope. 
Even before now, the failure of the Buhari 
administration to fulfil the yearnings of the 
youth who massively supported him in 2015 
had dispirited many young Nigerians, leading 
to a fresh yearning for change – a youth-led 
change. That yearning has already produced 
movements like Abundant Nigeria Renewal 
Party (ANRP), founded by Tope Fasua, CEO 
at Global Analytics Consulting Limited; Ordi-
nary People’s Party, led by Chris Nwokobia, 
who contested the 2011 presidential elec-
tion; Progress Party, which was initiated by 
29-year-old Nigerian writer Onyeka Nwelue, 
among others.

“The old men who sold us out cannot 
bring us the change we seek. The old tim-
ers have profited from our complacent 
and nonchalant attitudes. For too long. It is 
time we stop waiting for salvation and take 
Nigeria back. Hope without work is useless. 
We are the ones we have been waiting for, 
we are the change we seek. And together, 
under the Progress Party, we will create 
our promised land,” Progress Party wrote 
in a post on its Facebook page on January 
6, 2017.

Just last Wednesday, the Independent 
National Electoral Commission (INEC) handed 
certificates of registration to 21 new political 
parties at its national headquarters in Abuja. 
Some of the parties include the All Blending 
Party, All Grassroots Alliance, Alliance for 
New Nigeria, Abundant Nigeria Renewal 
Party, Coalition for Change, Freedom and 
Justice Party, Grassroots Development Party 
of Nigeria, Justice Must Prevail Party, Legacy 
Party of Nigeria, Mass Action Joint Alliance, 
National Interest Party, National Rescue Mis-
sion, and New Progressive Mission.

Others are the New Progressive Move-
ment, Nigeria Democratic Congress Party, 
People’s Alliance for National Development 
and Liberty, People’s Trust, Providence 
People’s Congress, Re-Build Nigeria Party, 
Restoration Party of Nigeria, Socialist Party 
of Nigeria, Sustainable National Party, and 
Modern Democratic Party led by 27-year-old 
youth activist and entrepreneur, Bukunyi 
Olateru-Olagbegi.

Poll results favour youthful candidates
There seems to be a groundswell of sup-

port for younger presidential candidates, with 
many Nigerians expressing optimism that 
bringing about the change that all Nigerians 
earnestly yearn for is achievable if only the 
youth could forget their difference and pool 
their resources.

The result of ‘The 2019 Presidential Can-
didate Age Preference Poll’ conducted by 
NOIPolls in May 2017 in partnership with 
BusinessDay showed that Nigerians would 
prefer middle-aged candidates for the coun-
try’s 2019 presidential elections. Sixty-four 
percent of Nigerians said they would prefer 
to vote for a presidential candidate between 
the ages of 40 and 50 years, while 15 percent 
said they would prefer candidates between 
51 and 60 years. Specifically, ages 50 years (33 
percent) and 40 years (21 percent) constitut-
ed the highest precise age preferences cited 
by Nigerians, according to the poll result. 
Similarly, almost half of those interviewed 
(48 percent) expressed their preference 
for middle-aged presidential candidates, 
and when probed on the reasons for their 
preference, 44 percent said “they combine 
youthful energy and maturity”, while 23 
percent said “they are more mentally alert”. 
Similarly, 35 percent expressed support for 
young candidates and further cited the fol-
lowing reasons for their preference: “they 
bring new and fresh ideas” and “they are 
more vibrant than the elderly”.
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it under presidential task force of federal 
government. We will focus our training on 
skill-based, rather than academic-based train-
ing so that we can graduate young innovative 
minds. We will give reasonable autonomy to 
all universities and make them to generate 
their income to run programs which will be 
provided with curriculum geared towards 
skill-based training that is applicable in 
modern work place. All subventions going 
to universities currently will be directed to 
primary education and our unity schools.

“On healthcare, we will design a contribu-
tory system that will ensure health cover for 
all Nigerians irrespective of status or back-
ground. The system will ensure our life ex-
pectancy increases to 60 years. We shall also 
empower our rural women to generate value 
to the economy as it’s done in Bangladesh and 
other countries. More details will be available 
in our manifesto,” Garba said.

Ahmed Buhari
Ahmed Buhari, CEO of Skylar, Inc., a 

Lagos-based ICT company, says he has come 
to the realisation that young Nigerians should 
all be very concerned about Nigeria’s political 
environment because the decisions made 
by politicians determine their progress as a 
people and a country. He also spoke of his 
plans for the country.

“Our strategy for job creation and a reduc-
tion in the unemployment indices is a focus 
on some sectors. We are going to be focusing 
on agriculture and solid minerals, Informa-
tion Technology (IT), and education. Our 
agricultural plan has the potential of creating 
half a million jobs in the first two years.

“We intend to revolutionise the agricul-
tural sector by introducing highly-equipped 
mechanised farming and unlike the eager-
ness perceived from our Ministry of Agri-
culture, we will not be in a hurry to export 
unprocessed products. My administration 
will be focused on ensuring that no tuber of 
yam leaves the shores of this country simply 
because we want to realise foreign exchange. 
We must understand that for every tuber of 
yam that we export, we are exporting jobs. 
When you understand that the by-products 
of yam are used in the pharmaceutical and 
cosmetic industries, you will have a rethink 
before exporting unprocessed products. We 
must exhaust the entire value chain, not just 
stopping at the farm gates. We must begin 
to create jobs from the farm gate to the pro-
cessing plants, then to the storage plant, and 
then we create openings around branding, 
packaging and transportation to the end user.

“We should ensure price control mecha-
nisms are clearly addressed so that Nigerians 
can purchase commodities at the same price 
all year round. When all these are met, then 
we can go ahead and export for better value. 
Our agricultural plan for jobs will address 
National Youth Corp members, giving them 
the opportunity to be part of the supply 
value chain by creating optional vocational 
programmes that broaden their horizons on 
the possibilities embedded in agriculture.

“Our manifesto also clearly addresses 
jobs that will be created from solid minerals. 
We must not forget that the richest man in 
Africa makes his billions from solid miner-
als. We will ensure that the marble and tiles 
imported from China and Spain are sourced 
from within instead. We must rejuvenate the 
ceramic industry and tell the Nigerian people 
what the true mineral deposit quantity in 
Zamfara, Kebbi and Niger States amount to. 
Transparency, efficiency and accountability 
must all be incorporated into our economic 
reforms.

“Information Technology is the new fron-
tier. As an IT entrepreneur, I know exactly 
what our focus on this industry can contrib-
ute to employment and income generation 
and poverty reduction. ICT enables people 
and enterprises to capture economic op-
portunities by increasing process efficiency, 
promoting participation in expanded eco-
nomic networks, and creating opportunities 
for employment. 

Emejuru
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M
odern Dem-
ocratic Par-
ty (MDP), 
a  yo ut h -
f o c u s e d 

political alliance, joined 21 
other parties to receive their 
certificate of registration 
from the Independent Na-
tional Electoral Commission 
(INEC) on last Wednesday. 
With registration earlier 
approved by the Commis-
sion on 14 December, 2017, 
certificates of operation 
were presented to represen-
tatives of the new parties at 

the INEC national headquar-
ters in Abuja.

Some of the parties pres-
ent at the occasion were 
the All Blending Party, All 
Grassroots Alliance, Alli-
ance for New Nigeria, 
Abundant Nigeria Renewal 
Party, Coalition for Change, 
Freedom and Justice Party, 
Grassroots Development 
Party of Nigeria, Justice 
Must Prevail Party, Legacy 
Party of Nigeria, Mass Ac-
tion Joint Alliance, Modern 
Democratic Party, National 
Interest Party, National Res-

cue Mission, and New Pro-
gressive Mission.

Others are the New Pro-
gressive Movement, Nigeria 
Democratic Congress Party, 
People’s Alliance for Nation-
al Development and Liberty, 
People’s Trust, Providence 
People’s Congress, Re-Build 
Nigeria Party, Restoration 
Party of Nigeria, Socialist 
Party of Nigeria, and Sus-
tainable National Party.

Widely recognized as 
an indicator of active youth 
involvement in politics, the 
Modern Democratic Party 

is led by Bukunyi Olate-
ru-Olagbegi, a 27-year-old 
youth activist and entre-
preneur.

The presentation of cer-
tificates follow the recent 
passage of the ‘Not Too 
Young to Run’ bill by the 
National Assembly, a stra-
tegic move set to massively 
spur the interest of Nigerian 
youth in participating ac-
tively in politics.

With 46 political par-
ties previously registered 
nationwide, this brings the 
total number of parties to 67.

Osun State applauds its exit from financial quagmire

O
sun state gov-
ernment has de-
clared that the 
worse is over 
and there is end 

in sight for the financial crisis 
that has ravaged governance 
in the state.

Adelani Baderinwa, state 
commissioner, Information 
and Strategy, who disclosed 
this in Osogbo, said Osun 
state has moved far away 
from previous hardship to-
wards economic prosper-
ity which would enhance 
governance. Baderinwa 
who spoke on a television 
programme on the report of 
a Financial Derivatives Com-

pany (FDC) that ranked Osun 
as the second wealthiest state 
in Nigeria in 2017, said that 
Governor Rauf Aregbesola 
has invested heavily in the 
state economy in terms of 
infrastructure and social 
intervention. Adding that 
the price of crude oil has been 

BOLA BAMIGBOLA, Osogbo

Enugu partners Godfrey University 
on N1.5bn road project

E
nugu State Govern-
ment has awarded 
a contract for the 
construction of the 

10-kilometer Emene-Nkwu-
bor-Ugwuomu-Nike road in 
Enugu East Local Govern-
ment Area of the state at the 
cost of N1.5billion.

The road which leads to 
the Godfrey Okoye Univer-
sity according to the Com-
missioner for Works and 
Infrastructure, Greg Nnaji, 
while briefing newsmen 
after the State Executive 
Council meeting, was ap-
proved under “a special ar-
rangement” with the Uni-
versity’s authority aimed at 
attracting development to its 
permanent site.

Nnaji said that “all the 
university needed from the 
government of Enugu State 
is a total of N500 million, 
while the institution would 
source for the remaining 
funds through partnership 
with other agencies and 
donors,” adding that the 
state government through 
its Ministry of Works and 
Infrastructure carried out 
the data base and construc-
tion design of the road in 
line with its “plan work 
based structure” to ensure 
quality control and assur-
ance, among others.

According to him, “the 
EXCO found it very expedi-
ent to quickly approve the 
construction of this particu-
lar road and approved the 
university’s required fund in 
line with the governor’s reso-
lute passion to reach every 
nook and cranny of Enugu 
State to ensure a sustainable 
infrastructure development 
across the state.

“We will flag off this road 
and maintain due diligence 
in ensuring that the design 

and certification set out for 
this road is maintained and 
we will continue to pray and 
do our best to ensure that 
Enugu State remains in the 
hands of God”.

Nnaji said the council also 
approved funds to assist the 
Transmission Company of 
Nigeria (TCN) with the com-
pletion of the electrification 
project from New Haven 
Sub-Injection Sub-Station, 
to Nsukka Injection Sub Sta-
tion, to enhance power sup-
ply in the area.

Equally approved by the 
council was the release of a 
commitment fee of $100,000 
as counterpart fund to en-
able the state benefit from 
the National Malaria Elimi-
nation programme of the 
World Bank.

Fintan Ekochin, Commis-
sioner for Health, explained 
that Enugu through the com-
mitment stands the chance 
of receiving the funds for 
Malaria control and preven-
tion in 2018 and beyond, 
among the 13 states selected 
by the World Bank.

According to him, “with 
this approval we are sure 
that we will make the nomi-
nation list because it is not 
all the 13 states selected that 
will actually have the fund-
ing.  With this, Enugu State 
can go into active malaria 
control even in a more dis-
ciplined pattern with other 
Ministries, such as Environ-
ment and Works, because 
eradication of Malaria has 
to do with cleaning of drain-
ages and distribution of mos-
quito nets.”

Also at the briefing, Og-
buagu Anikwe, commission-
er for information, said that 
the governor advised the 
people of the state against in-
discriminate bush and waste 
burnings especially in this 
harmattan period to avoid 
loss of lives and property.

improving which in turn will 
bring more money to the cof-
fers of the federation and the 
state all so. He described the 
FDC report as genuine and 
credible, maintaining that it 
is the manifestation of deliv-
ery of good governance by 
the present administration.

Baderinwa said the re-
port attested to the fact that 
Aregbesola has been able to 
affect the people positively 
even in the face of financial 
quagmire.

Adding that, “Whatever 
anybody might say, there 
are some reasonable people 
out there that appreciate 
Aregbesola’s financial engi-
neering system- his judicious 
management of the meager 
resources of the state.”

ReGIs AnukwuOjI, enugu

L-R: Bukunyi Olateru-Olagbegi, youth activist and entrepreneur, representing Modern Democratic Party (MDP), and Mahmood Yakubu, chairman, 
Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC), at the presentation of certificates of registration by the commission to newly-registered parties at 
the headquarters in Abuja.

 Aregbesola

Glo-sponsored Professor Johnbull cautions ladies going into relationship

A
ppropriate behav-
iours and conducts 
for young folks 
who are into love 

relationship or courtship is 
the focus of the new episode 
of Glo-sponsored TV Drama 
Series, Professor Johnbull.

The new episode titled 
Meal Ticket, which comes 
up on Tuesday at 8.30 p.m. 
on NTA Network, NTA In-
ternational on DSTV Channel 
251 and NTA on StarTimes is 
a moral lesson for ladies go-
ing into relationships, with 
Professor Johnbull (Kanayo O 
Kanayo), of Nollywood fame 
expatiating on what court-
ship is all about.

Meal Ticket tells the story 
of typical courtship in which 
ladies rely on their partners 
to provide for their day to day 
needs without getting means 

of self-sustenance.
In the new episode, Ju-

moke (B idemi Kos oko) 
dumped her broke boyfriend, 
Flash (Stephen Odimgba) and 
started a new relationship 
with a loafer who lives off 
another girlfriend and drives 
her car. However, the bubble 
busted when the girlfriend 
eventually finds out that her 
loafer lover boy has been 
feeding off her and decided to 
loan him off to Jumoke.

The episode clearly high-
lights how young men aptly 
described by Professor John-
bull as “fine-boy-six-packs 
with no ambition to be re-
sponsible” feed off ladies, all 
in the name of love.

The erudite Professor who 
explained that it is normal for 
boyfriends to assist their girl-
friends financially whenever 

the need arise and subject to 
their financial capability, also 
counseled ladies not take it 
as their rights, adding that 
women with dignity and 
self-worth earn more respect 
from men.

“Ladies, groom yourselves 
to be independent rather than 
being liabilities. You should 
not be commodities to be 
rented and paid for. Believ-
ing that you have to be paid 
for, for being in a relationship 
reduces your self-worth and 
limits your dreams of being 
an independent woman”, the 
scholar admonishes. Meal 
Ticket also parade other reg-
ulars including Elizabeth 
(Queen Nwokoye), Olaniyi 
(Yomi Fash-Lanso), Abadnego 
(Martins Nebo), Nje (Angela 
Okorie) and Jeroboam, aka 
Boam (Oita Iheme).
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Bakassi deep seaport to act as 
flight corridor for exports

Gbagada South Rotary provides bore-hole for Asese town

I
felagba Community, a 
suburb in the popular 
Asese town in Ogun 
State recently played 

host to Rotary Club of 
Gbagada South and Win-
ston Tinubu Foundation, 
United States of America, 
who collaborated to donate 
a bore-hole to alleviate the 
problem of portable drink-
ing water in the commu-
nity recently.

The bore-hole was com-

its projects, stating that 
most beneficiaries do not 
maintain their projects. He 
gave instances of a com-
munity with four boreholes 
donated by Rotary, with 
none of the bore-holes cur-
rently running.

He said “when your 
community approached 
Rotary for this project, 
we did not hesitate to of-
fer assistance and so we 
expect you to take good 

missioned by the District 
Governor, Rotary 9110, 
Adewale Ogundadejo in 
the presence of the Com-
munity Development Com-
mittee Chairman Ololade 
Adeogun and Abdulahi 
Raji, Chairman of Ifelagba 
Community Development 
Association and other com-
munity leaders.

Ogunbadejo explained 
to the community the wor-
ries of Rotary concerning 

MIKE ABANG Calabar

Abia disburses 3rd tranche of Paris 
Club refund for salaries

O
binna Oriaku, fi-
nanc e c ommis-
sioner, Abia State, 
has said that the 

process of disbursement 
of the 3rd tranche of the 
Paris club refund to the state 
earmarked for the payment 
of outstanding salaries of 
workers is on-going by the 
state government.

Oriaku who disclosed 
this while briefing journal-
ists in Umuahia said 60per-
cent of the fund amounting 
to N3.4b out of the N5.7b 
received by the state was 
dedicated to paying out-
standing salaries and pen-
sions, adding that about 
70percent of the affected 
staff would have received 
their pay as the various 
banks had been instructed 
accordingly.

“We usually engage the 
leadership of the NLC to be 
part of what we are doing, 
along with the joint negoti-
ating council head, the NUT 
chairman, the National pen-
sion association chairman 
and the NULGE chairman, 
are all in that committee to 
look into the disbursements,” 
he explained.

According to him, the  
breakdown  showed that pri-
mary school teachers would 
get one month to take them 
to October  last year, the State 
pensioners would receive 
two months to take care of 
their April and May pay 
while Local Government 
Pensioners would receive 
one month to take them to 

care of this project if you 
want us to continue this 
partnership in the fu-
ture,” thereby clarifying 
the responsibility of the 
community in sustaining 
of the project.

O l o l a d e  A d e o g u n 
thanked the Winston Ti-
nubu Foundation, USA, 

B
en Ayade, Gover-
nor, Cross River 
State has revealed 
that the Bakassi 
d e e p  s e a p o r t 

when completed will act 
as an evacuation corridor 
for exportation rice, cocoa, 
Banana and other cash crops 
from Nigeria to neighboring 
countries

Ayade also said that the 
state government has con-
cluded plans to host Presi-
dent   Muhammadu Buhari 
who is expected to visit the 
state this first quarte to com-
mission a rice project to be 
called ‘Ayade premium qual-
ity rice’ cultivated by the 
governor of the state.

The Governor urged 
Cross Riverians particularly 
civil servants to get involved 
in rice cultivation to enable 
them key into the federal 
government efforts to ensure 
food security in the country, 
adding that it is the only way 
to augment what they earn 
as wage.

“The reality is that what 
we earn cannot sustain us 
as a people” he said and that 
he cannot understand why 
Nigeria as a nation spends 
about N400bn annually 

to look at what we will be 
exporting once our deep sea 
project kicks off.”

The governor stated that 
it was on the basis of his 
encouragement for local 
content produce that he took 
side with the officers and 
men of the Nigerian customs 
who seized foreign rice pos-
sessed by some politicians in 
the state who had purchased 
it for their constituencies 
adding that when the politi-
cians called on him to prevail 
on the customs officials to 
release the bags of rice to 
them, he bluntly refused 
and told them; “You could 
have bought any brand of 

Nigeria rice if not from Cross 
River then from Ebonyi state 
which also has locally pro-
duced rice instead of patron-
izing foreign rice.”

Also speaking at the cer-
emony, Godwin Akwaji, Spe-
cial Assistant, Rice project, in 
the State, said that with the 
unveiling, the governor has 
proven to the people that he 
is a person who is always out 
to fulfill his promises.          

The former banker 
turned politician said that in 
the next two to three years 
Cross River State will become 
a major producer of rice and 
become a major exporter to 
attract foreign exchange.

Akwaji said the Ayade 
rice is organic and has a qual-
ity which can compete fa-
vorably in the international 
market, adding that with the 
ultra-modern rice processing 
machine set up by the gover-
nor, Cross River would soon 
become a food basket of the 
nation and urged all stake-
holders to put their hands 
on deck in the fight against 
hunger and poverty.

Also speaking at the 
event, Ivar Esu, Deputy Gov-
ernor, Cross River state, eulo-
gized Ayade’s stride. He said 
he was shocked that Ayade 
wants to do everything and 
he is accomplishing them.

rice importation when the 
country is so endowed with 
human and land resource.

The Governor said this sit-
uation leads to capital flight 
and thus urged the African 
continent to aggressively go 
into crop production.

According to him, “Nigeri-
ans must learn how to trust 
themselves on what they 
even produce. How can a 
country which has a popu-
lation of about one hundred 
and seventy people have 
only one percent of its popu-
lation as farmers producing 
food in penury?

I am looking at aggregate 
concept where we can begin 

June last year.
He further said that Hos-

pital Management Board 
would receive two months, 
while Abia State Basic Edu-
cation Board (ASUBEB) two 
months and Secondary Edu-
cation Management Board 
(SEMB) two months.

Oriaku said other estab-
lishments billed to receive 
two months’ pay each are: 
Abia State University; Abia 
state university Teaching 
Hospital; Abia Polytech-
nic; College of Education 
Technical, Arochukwu; 
while College of Health 
Technology is to get three 
months, Abia Newspapers 
one month and ABSUTH 
pensioners two months. 
The Commissioner for In-
formation, John Okiyi Kalu 
said that the Abia State gov-
ernment had commenced 
the process of eliminating 
financial leakages as part 
of the state’s IGR reform, 
stressing that the state could 
not achieve sustainable 
payment of salaries without 
raising the IGR.

Uchenna Obigwie, the 
State chairman of the NLC, 
while speaking during the 
briefing noted that Abia 
funds had been judiciously 
managed and commended 
the Governor for releasing 
100percent of the previous 
Paris refund for workers’ 
salaries and for bringing up 
to date the salaries of MDAs.

He appreciated Abia 
workers for their patience 
and assured that very soon 
all arrears of salaries owed 
Abia workers would be 
cleared.

and Rotary International 
for her service to the com-
munities, stating that in 
Ifelagba “there are no ame-
nities donated by the gov-
ernment” indicating that 
all the roads, electric poles, 
including the only school 
in the area was achieved 
through community efforts 

in conjunction with philan-
thropic organizations and 
individuals

Corroborating the words 
of Ogunbadejo, Shamsi-
deen Ademola Olutusin, 
President Rotary Club, en-
couraged the community 
to form a Rotary Commu-
nity Corp group which 
will serve as operator and 
manager of rotary projects 
in the community. 

Raji Abdulahi said “this 
project has come to solve 
the problem of water in 
the community,” stating 
that most buildings in the 
area have bore-holes but 
without running water 
and that “getting water 
here is difficult because we 
have only two pure water 
companies in the commu-
nity while most bore-holes 
currently in operation are 
selling water to the people”.

He charge the communi-
ty to imbibe a maintenance 
culture and see the new 
bore-hole as their own be-
cause the water from it will 
get to all members of the 
community free of charge.

...As Ayade unveils 25kg, 50kg premium rice

Ayade
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ive thousand youths from 
the Niger Delta region 
of the country are to be 
benefit from the training 

programme of the agency apart of 
efforts to create wealth and boost 
self employment.

 Nsima U. Ekere, the managing 
director of the Niger Delta De-
velopment Commission (NDDC)  
stated this during the inauguration 
of the 6th Empowerment Support 
Initiative (ESI) and NDDC Skill Ac-
quisition Training for Niger Delta 
Youths in Owerri, Imo State.

Ekere, who was represented 
by the executive director Projects, 
Samuel Adjogbe, said that 5,000 
youths and women from the Niger 
Delta will benefit from a massive 
skill acquisition programme billed 
to start from the first quarter of 
this year in the nine states of the 
NDDC catchment states.

The commission had earlier 
signed a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding  (MOU) with the 
Small and Medium Enterprises 
Development Agency of Nige-
ria, SMEDAN, and Builders Hub 
Impact Investment Programme, 
BHIIP, for the establishment of Ni-
geria’s first and grandest enterprise 
innovation and growth hub.

He  promised that the enter-
prise hub would be up and run-
ning in the shortest possible time, 

noting that it would help to create 
more jobs and fight unemployment 
to ensure that militancy was eradi-
cated in the Niger Delta.

Ekere said President Muham-
madu Buhari directed the Commis-
sion to leave no stone unturned in 
ensuring that Niger Delta youths 
and women were gainfully and 
profitably engaged and empow-
ered for a sustainable livelihood. 
He assured: “This is precisely 
what we are doing. This is exactly, 
what we will do with an increased 
tempo this year.”

On the Home Finishing Skills 
training, he explained that it would 
cover key specialisations such as 
welding and fabrication; modern 
printing technology; solar power 
technology; maritime technology; 
entrepreneurship development; 
food processing, catering and 
confectioneries; creative arts and 
entertainment, as well as fashion 
design and tailoring.

Ekere noted that the four-week 
training in partnership with ESI, a 
non-governmental organisation, 
NGO, was a significant develop-
ment, not just for the construction 
industry in the Niger Delta region 
but in Nigeria.

“The skill gap in quality finish-
ing of homes, offices and other 
building projects, has remained a 
yawning and a constant source 
of concern for home owners and 
operators in the construction in-
dustry. In most cases, the standard 

of finishing of homes and offices 
is so poor that builders and home 
owners resort to hiring skilled 
tradesmen and craftsmen from 
neighbouring countries and even 
beyond.

“This is one of the reasons we 
have decided to intervene in this 
sector of the construction industry, 
in furtherance of our mandate on 
human capital development. This 
programme, therefore, seeks to 
develop and deliver training, un-
der the supervision of world class 
experts from United Kingdom, for 
100 qualified participants, in the 
first instance.”

 The skill areas for the pro-
gramme include “P.O.P ceiling 
installation; wall screening and 
painting; floor plumbing; electrical 
wiring; specialized carpentry such 
as wardrobes and kitchen cabinets, 
as well as interior decoration.”

Also speaking, the founder of 
ESI,  Judith Ameachi, remarked 
that women were a formidable 
force and as such should be at the 
centre of skills training meant to 
elevate the less privileged in the 
society. She acclaimed the contri-
butions of the NDDC as partners to 
the training activities of ESI.

According to her, for over a 
decade, ESI had engaged in ca-
pacity building of youths and 
women, stating that: ‘Our mission 
is to tackle poverty head on and 
provide sustainable livelihood for 
our people.’

I
tuah Ighodalo, the senior 
pastor of Trinity House, La-
gos, has called on President 
Muhammadu Buhari to get 
involved more in governance 

and the things happenings across 
the country other than relying 
on hearsay and second hand in-
formation.

In a recent interview with 
BDSUNDAY in the wake of the 
January 1 killings in Southern 
Kaduna and the Benue massacre, 
Ighodalo, in his reaction to the 
condemnation that greeted the 
president’s visit to Kaduna State 
for projects commissioning, said it 
could be based on the fact that the 
president feeds on second hand 
information.

“President Muhammadu Bu-
hari should be directly involved 
with happenings across the 
country and stop relying on 
what his aid are saying to him, 
about issues happening in the 
country,” he said.

According to him, there is a 
need for Mr. President to show 
understanding and empathy with 
the people who are currently 
feeling the heat of attacks by the 
herdsmen, and those in the North-

SEYI JOHN SALAU

east being killed by Boko Haram.
Speaking on the issue of slave 

trade and the Libyan returnees, 
Ighodalo urged government both 
at the federal and state level to 
make life conducive and more 
meaningful for the citizenry. 

“If the government attends 
to the things that are making 
people want to leave Nigeria by all 

means, the rate of illegal migration 
will reduce drastically,” he stated.

He opined that Nigerians have 
no need traveling out of the coun-
try if government had played its 
role in harnessing the resources 
available in the country both 
human and material in bringing 
about holistic development to 
every part of Nigeria.

Cleric urges Buhari to get 
involved with governance

5,000 youths to benefit from NDDC job creation scheme

Buhari

O
kezie Ikpeazu , Gover-
nor, Abia state has said 
that his administra-
tion has acquired large 

expanse of land in Abia North 
for massive cassava farming 
and would equally establish a 
cassava processing plant where 
starch would be extracted in 
commercial quantity.

He said this in Umuahia while 
interacting with newsmen, add-
ing that starch has great com-
mercial value as it a vital raw 
material for the pharmaceutical 
industries.

Ikpeazu also said his admin-
istration has acquired another 
expanse of land in Agbor Ibeku, 
in Umuahia North also for cas-
sava farming, stating that the 
government was very involved 
in mushroom farming. He urged 
Abia youths to show interest in 
farming as it a better option for 
earning an income.

He disclosed that the govern-
ment had established poultry 
clusters in the three senatorial 
districts of the state and that the 

initiative was in response to find-
ings that many farmers lacked 
the dynamics of the farm.

According to the governor 
the idea of the clusters was to 
keep the variables which include 
feeding and vaccination, adding 
that the clusters have provisions 
for veterinary services, water, 
electricity and classrooms to 
teach farmers the economics of 
poultry farming.

“We will train our youths in 
poultry farming to curb the pe-
rennial unemployment. Storage 
facilities will equally be built in 
all the clusters,” said Ikpeazu.

Abia acquires land for cassava 
farm, starch processing

Ikpeazu

IDRIS UMAR MOMOH, Benin

L
ibya returnees on Wednes-
day in Benin-City protested 
against the sum of N1000 
transport fare given to them 

by the State government to travel to 
their various localities.

The returnees who rejected the 
money complained that their col-
leagues who came into the country 
through Lagos state got over N50, 
000 while they that came through 
Port Harcourt to Edo state were 
given a “mere N1000”.

The returnees, who threatened 
to embark on a peaceful protest 
to the Palace of the Oba of Benin 
and Edo state government house, 
were however prevented by the 
security personnel attached to the 
Benin Motel plaza, where they 
were lodged.

A total of 846 persons were 
deported to the state on Monday 
(512) and Tuesday (334) from Libya, 
through Lagos and Port-Harcourt 
respectively.

The protest by the returnees 
however compelled the state gov-
ernment to increase the fare to 
N5000.

Reacting to the protest, Yinka 
Omorogbe, Attorney-General of the 
state and commissioner for Justice, 
blamed the action of the returnees 
on communication gap, noting 
that those that have been coming 
from Lagos state are on different 
arrangement.

Omorogbe said those enroute  

from Lagos to the state were always 
given the sum of N41,000 on arrival 
by the International Organization 
of Migration (I.O.M) that is made 
available by European Union while 
the state has a stipend programme 
of N20,000 each for the returnees 
for three months.

The commissioner, who is also, 
the chairman, Edo State Anti-
Human Trafficking Taskforce added 
that those that came from Port Har-
court were on a different arrange-
ment, pointing out that no money 
has been given to those in charge.

He added that the development 
was unexpected, and that the state 
government decided to approve the 
sum of N5000 to enable them get to 
their various destination.

According to her, “What we 
have been able to do now is because 
of the proactive nature of the state 
government, because no amount 
has actually been approved to be 
given to returnees at this stage.”

“This amount is a not a stipend 
but a realization that the govern-
ment is determined to make it suc-
ceed. You cannot expect people to 
trek to their various homes without 
paying transport fare as many of 
them do not live in Benin. As such 
we were directed to make provi-
sion of N5000 as transport fare, 
which was never budgeted for 
before now.”

Earlier on, one of the returnees, 
Christian Otoide, 30, from Esan 
Central local government area of 
the state, described the N1, 000 
transport fare as inhuman and 
derogatory to them.

Libya returnees protest N1000 
transport fare by state govt

ANIEFIOK UDONQUAK, Uyo
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News 
Acting PS tasks 
Social Workers on 
competence

Udom warns against breach of peace 
as face off with Akpabio grows

G
overnor Udom Em-
manuel of Akwa Ibom 
State  has  warne d 
against the breach of 
peace and security in 

the state as the faceoff between 
him and Godswill Akpabio, senate 
minority leader deepens

Akpabio who is Udom’s prede-
cessor in office had alleged that 
his senatorial district was being 
marginalised while also allegedly 
giving conditions to support the 
governor for his second term bid.

Following Akpabio’s com-
ment, there had been a flurry of 
reactions criticising Akpabio for 
giving the governor conditions 
with many saying that many of 
the projects allegedly abandoned 
were initiated by Akpabio which 
should have been completed by 
him when ‘there was enough 
money in the system.’

But in his first reaction, Udom 
observed that with 2019 gen-
eral elections around the corner 
people are most likely bent on 
changing the narrative to score 
cheap political points and warned 
that his administration would not  

treat statements that are bound to 
cause public disaffection lightly.

 “This year is going to be a little 
bit busier in terms of politics and 
once you enter into a political 
terrain of this nature so many 
things come up... but let me also 
use this platform to warn any 
Akwa Ibom person that with the 

ANIEFIOK UDONQUAK, Uyo

sacrifice we’ve made to maintain 
peace in the state, we won’t toler-
ate anybody, to breach that peace. 
You can see that people have 
made a lot of sacrifices in the last 
three years to maintainpeace in 
the state. “

He  noted that the country is in 
a phase of changing the political 

scene for a new political culture 
and advised that people should be 
guided by their core values while 
making public pronouncements.

The Governor who expressed 
shock at what he termed an 
emerging political theory where-
by excellence is sacrificed on the 
altar of mediocrity, said that there 
is need for a review of the bench-
mark of assessment.

“Let me also say here that it’s 
just a new political theory where 
a post graduate student would 
score 100 percent and you say 
it’s a mock examination and is a 
failure.

“So if you score 100 percent, 
and under the new dispensation 
of a political theory, it is a failure. 
It means we have to go back to the 
drawing board and know what 
the pass mark is.

“If 100 percent under the new 
political theory is a failure then it 
holds much to be desired”

He said  he would not compro-
mise the peace of the state with 
any individual or group and par-
ticularly warned people to allow 
peace to reign in the state.

“I want to believe that every 
single individual would respect 
himself or herself so that peace 
can reign in Akwa Ibom State,” 
he affirmed.

Udom

First Nigerian female first class in international business studies emerges in UK varsity

A 
Nigerian student, Asmah 
Mansur-Williams, made 
Nigeria proud recently 
as she became the first 

Nigerian to graduate with a first 
class honours degree in Inter-
national Business Studies from 
Bournemouth University, United 
Kingdom. She was born in Lagos, 
Nigeria and attended FIEF Acad-
emy, Lagos for all her elementary, 
primary and secondary education. 

Mansur-Williams’ education 
in the UK saw her attend Boston 
College for the Access to Higher 
Education Diploma and after-
wards, Bournemouth University 
where she studied International 
Business Studies and earned a 

First Class (Honours) degree and a 
Level 5 CMI Diploma in Chartered 
Management. Her knowledge of 
the Marketing and PR industry 
gained during her placement year 
fully equipped her with employ-
ability skills required for real-life 
work.

“Initially, my decision to study 
Business Studies was a vague one 
based on seeing the achievements 
of my parents but as the course 
went on, I realised the importance 
of developing a broader knowledge 
of the business environment while 
also gaining an understanding of 
specific field peculiar to the business 
sector,” she said in a statement.

She advised future students to 
seek opportunities and have faith. 

“Most importantly if there’s any-
thing I’ve learnt is the importance 

of believing in oneself, something 
my parents always advise. Hold 
on to faith. Notice the patterns and 
the pieces will eventually fall in. I 
feel a lot better, there is still a lot to 
be done, particularly as I am now 
preparing for my Masters in Digital 
Media Management. At this stage, 
I am more than excited to see how 
life unfolds,” she said.

Mansur-Williams spent her 
early university years volunteering 
within the university and the local 
community, an activity that saw 
her rise to becoming a volunteer 
leader in her second year and covet 
awards both within her role and in 
recognition of her contribution to 
the wellbeing of society.

During her time, she also self-
taught herself photography and 
graphic design, and has gone 

SEYI JOHN SALAU

S
ocial Workers in the coun-
try have been urged to 
work in line with ethics of 
the profession which in-

cludes objectivity, empathy, being 
non-judgemental, among others.

Christianah Abioye, acting 
permanent secretary, Ministry 
of Women Affairs, Community 
Development, Social Welfare and 
Poverty Alleviation in Oyo State, 
gave this charge during Veterans 
Day organised by Oyo State chap-
ter of Nigeria Association of Social 
Workers (NASOW)

She implored the serving So-
cial Workers to understand the 
ethics of their profession and 
deliver their duties passionately 
as expected in order to keep the 
flag flying. “Note that, sometimes 
soon, your hard work will also be 
celebrated just like we are doing 
today for our veterans. I appreci-
ate the Almighty God for giving 
us this beautiful day and most 
especially for the grace given to 
our veterans to be alive today 
to witness this day where their 
commitment, dedication, passion, 
diligence and meritorious services 
in various government institu-
tions and organisations is being 
celebrated.

AKINrEmI FEYISIpO, Ibadan 

ahead to create contents that 
have seen her gained worldwide 
recognitions. Alongside, further-
ing her editorial passion she first 
picked up in FIEF Academy, now 
as the editor of Bournemouth Uni-
versity’s online magazine, where 
she also won an award for best 
fashion writer.

Combining all these activities 
with her studies, Mansur-Williams  
believes in creating the life you 
want. 

“I never shy away from learning 
but I knew to make the most impact 
of my years studying here, I had 
to engage with the community, to 
learn from people and to improve 
myself personally. The world is a 
big place and these days, success is 
much more than degrees but how 
well versed you are.

Journalists charged to uphold professionalism

J
ournalists  have b e en 
charged not to compromise 
their conscience while car-
rying out their duties but 

rather keep to standards and 
ethics of the profession.

Rev Alex Ihemekwala of the 
Anglican communion, Umua-
hia, Abia State, gave the charge 
during a thanksgiving service 

organised by the Nigeria Union 
of Journalists, Abia Council Press 
Centre, Umuahia to  thank God 
for keeping journalists in the 
state alive to see 2018.

The clergyman, who likened 
journalists as Ministers of the 
Gospel, urged them to carry 
out their duties without fear 
or favour but with the fear of 
God,  said: “You were attacked 
by soldiers in 2017 and it is gone. 
This year, fear not for you will 
carry out your job without fear 

or favour.”
The clergyman, who de-

scribed journalists as bearers of 
good news, said that God would 
direct them to the source of good 
news.

“Good news must be enjoy-
able, verifiable, truthful, and 
have the power to set the re-
ceiver at liberty and at the end 
of the day both the bearer and 
hearer will feel fulfilled,” he said.

He noted that Christian jour-
nalists are distinguished with 

the truth. “Do not deliberately 
disjoint the truth because of 
personal aggrandizement,” said 
the clergyman.

John Emejor, Chairman, NUJ, 
Abia state Council, thanked the 
Most Rev. Ikechi Nwosu for send-
ing Ihemekwala, a Journalist/
Minister to conduct the service, 
assuring the clergyman that 
journalists were not trained and 
licensed to malign people but to 
always maintain the ethics and 
standards of the profession.

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia

IDrIS UmAr mOmOH, BENIN

A 
Federal High Court sitting 
in Benin-City, Edo state 
may commit top official 
of the Federal Ministry 

of Mines and Steel Development 
(FMMSD) who wrote the ‘Stop Work 
Order’ letter to the BUA Interna-
tional limited to stop work on Obu 
mining site to prison for contempt.

The contempt may be occasioned 
by the clamp down of the disputed 
mining site between BUA Interna-
tional Limited and Dangote Group 
by the Edo state government on 
January 3, 2018, in collaboration 
with the Nigerian Army, the Police, 
Nigeria Security and Civil Defense 
Corps (NSCDC) and Department 
of State Services (DSS) along with 
the arrest of two employees of the 
cement company over violation of 
the ‘Stop Work Order’ issued by the 
FMMSD.

BusinessDay reports that the 
FMMSD had on October 17, 2017, 
wrote a ‘Stop Work Order’ letter to 
the management of BUA Interna-
tional Limited to stop work on Obu 
mining site, located within Okpella 
community in Etsako East local gov-
ernment area of Edo State.

The court, in its order by Jus-
tice Ajoku J, on December 5, 2017, 
threatened to evoke its disciplinary 
power to commit the official of the 
FMMSD who wrote the stop work 
order to prison if it does not desist 
from further interfering with BUA 
international Limited’s mining 
rights.

Bua/Dangote dispute: 
Top FMMSD official risk 
jail term for contempt



T
h a t  N i g e r i a ,  t o -
day,  ranks among 
the worst in global 
healthcare delivery 
indices is a worri-

some development, which calls 
for a more pragmatic approach 
towards healthcare manage-
ment in the country.

Governments at all levels, 
have critical roles to play in 
ensuring a vibrant healthcare 
delivery system for Nigerians. 
However, for the country’s 
poor health care rating to be 
improved upon, the bulk of the 
work lies with the leadership at 
the state and local government 
levels to develop strategic and 
innovative polices capable of 
delivering the desired results.

This, therefore, brings to fore 
the approach presently being 
adopted by the Edo State Gov-
ernment under the leadership 
of Governor Godwin Obaseki. 
His vision for the healthcare 
sector in Edo is one that should 
be borrowed by other states of 
the federation to collectively 
change the outlook for Nigeria’s 
health system.

Governor Obaseki is taking 
the bulls by the horns by put-
ting in place measures that will 
guarantee quality life for the 
people. He has committed to 
developing the state’s primary 
healthcare, which he is mas-
sively investing in.

Stating the fact as they are, 
Governor Obaseki has repeated-
ly said that meaningful health-
care system in Nigeria would be 
a mirage if government fails to 
invest in the primary healthcare 
sub-sector, which is the founda-
tion of a growing society. It is 
worthy to note that apart from 
the key promise of overwhelm-
ing prosperity, Obaseki had at 
his inauguration on November 
12, 2016, pledged to provide the 
needed leadership to move the 
state forward by building on the 
foundations that are key to the 
socio-economic well-being of 
Edo people.

To ensure a sustainable 
healthcare system in the state, 
the Obaseki-led administra-
tion is aggressively pushing for 
the Edo State Health Law 2017 
to domesticate the National 
Health Act of 2014. When it 
takes effect, the law will en-
able the state government to 
rollout Primary Health Care 
Model centres in all the 18 local 
government areas and the 192 
wards in the state.

The benefits of the bill will 
include the remodeling and 
standardisation of the health 
system in the state particularly 
the primary health care sub-
sector, which covers 70 percent 
of the state’s health challenges.

This move is, no doubt, one 
in the right direction for which 

Edo people will be grateful. This 
policy will address issues as-
sociated with healthcare at the 
grassroots for Edo people who 
cannot afford overseas medi-
cal attention. This is, no doubt, 
a legacy for which Governor 
Obaseki will be remembered for 
in years to come.

The Edo State executive arm 
of government has finalised 
plans to send a bill to the Edo 
State House of Assembly to en-
act the State Health Insurance 
Scheme, which is intended to 
make healthcare affordable 
and accessible to everyone in 
the state. The import of this bill 
is not just its potential to revo-
lutionalise healthcare manage-
ment, it will also go a long way 
in impacting the lives of the 
people in the state.

This will reduce the cost 
of healthcare services as the 
scheme, when it becomes law, 
will reduce the cost of medicare. 
It is instructive to note that it is 
at the primary healthcare level 
that issues relating to maternal 
and child mortality, family plan-
ning, immunisation and other 
everyday health issues are han-
dled. This makes the decision to 
invest in primary healthcare by 
the Obaseki-led administration 
strategic. 

As the policy is being aggres-
sively pursued, efforts are being 
made to shore up immunisation 
coverage in the state. The gov-
ernment’s award of N10 million 
to the best performing local 
government areas in immunisa-
tion coverage has resulted in an 
almost 100 percent immunisa-
tion coverage in the state. 

Sensitisation efforts have also 
been scaled up by the various 
local government areas since the 
announcement of the reward 
system by the government.

Edo State was adjudged the 

best performing state in routine 
immunisation coverage in Nige-
ria by the World Health Organ-
isation (WHO) in 2016, with no 
variation between its admin-
istrative data and the outcome 
of the national Immunisation 
Coverage Survey conducted in 
2016. This is an enviable position 
to occupy, and the Obaseki-led 
administration is determined to 
sustain this feat by employing 
the right strategies.

While emphasising his com-
mitment to improving health-
care system in the state, the 
Governor stated that his ad-
ministration will leave no stone 
unturned and added that gov-
ernment is willing and ready 
to work with notable partners 
in the area of nursing care and 
other relevant sectors in the pri-
mary healthcare value chain. He 
said his administration was fo-
cusing on health infrastructure 
as good hospital buildings do not 
translate to good medicalcare.

To achieve its objectives, the 
government is deploying the 
bulk of its resources to address 
gaps in the system particularly 
in the primary healthcare, and 
allow for world-class partners to 
invest in improving secondary 
and tertiary healthcare.

In order to ensure a harmoni-
ous relationship between doc-
tors and the government and 
guide against the occurrence 
of incessant industrial actions 
plaguing the health sector as 
a result of inadequate welfare, 
the administration is currently 
looking into the existing policy 
which requires doctors to pay 
taxes from their core duty al-
lowance. In resolving this issue 
which relates to personal in-
come tax for doctors, the gov-
ernor said his government is 
working on a policy to exempt 
University of Benin Teaching 

Hospital (UBTH) doctors on call 
duty allowance tax, just as those 
in the state health facilities have 
been exempted, a waiver which 
was granted them by the last 
administration.

This is even as the state is 
partnering with the UBTH in 
upgrading the skills of its work-
force as well as in training its 
nurses. These plans being put 
in place by the government are 
to ensure a win-win for all with 
the Edo people as the ultimate 
beneficiaries.

Governor Obaseki who reit-
erated that his commitment to 
primary health care was due to 
its impact on the poor masses, 
said only a strong primary 
health care system put in place 
by the state would ensure that 
residents do not develop health 
complications that would limit 
their chances of contributing 
to the development of the state 
and country at large.

Another strategic move by 
the Obaseki-led administration 
is the plan to run the Specialist 
Hospital in Benin City on a pub-
lic-private partnership arrange-
ment with a view to providing 
world class healthcare services 
to the people of the state.

The new structure with the 
hospital is intended to put it 
at par with the best hospitals 
in the world and serve the 
healthcare needs of Edo people 
and Nigerians from other states 
who regularly have to travel 
abroad for such services. This 
will reposition Edo as a medical 
tourism destination in Nigeria 
and pave way for the state to 
be able to invest in its primary 
healthcare system.

There is no doubt that gover-
nor Obaseki who was chairman 
of the State Economic Team 
under the last administration 
came prepared for the job of 

Obaseki’s health care architecture and 
the place of PHC in Nigeria’s development

Governor. His experience and 
expertise can be felt from the 
impactful policies his admin-
istration is rolling out in Edo. 
Shortly after assuming office, 
Obaseki constituted a commit-
tee on Project Clean-Up Edo. 
It was followed by a two-day 
workshop of all stakeholders in 
the sector, in March, this year, 
which was chaired by the for-
mer Cross River State Governor, 
Donald Duke.

To further actualise the vi-
sion of a clean and green Edo, 
the state government embarked 
on training of the Edo State 
Waste Management Board 
(ESWMB) workforce and waste 
managers, towards ensuring a 
clean, safe and work-friendly 
environment.

The blueprint for the task 
was unveiled to the team during 
a one-day retreat on “The New 
Waste Management Reform 
and implementation Strategy”, 
put together by Committee on 
Project Clean Up Edo. Under-
standing that the environment 
has a direct link with health 
which in turn has multiplier 
effects on the populace, Gover-
norObaseki pledged men, mate-
rials and resources towards the 
scheme to achieve the desired 
results.

As a result, the three ma-
jor city centres namely Kings 
Square, Third Junction and 
New Benin Market area, have 
been rid of chaos and debris, 
the aftermath effect of what 
used to be a hotbed of activi-
ties of traders and commercial 
motorists. Past administrations 
have tried to clean up the state 
in order to quickly curb the 
menace, to no avail, but with 
present administrations will, it 
was able to achieve the clean-
up of Edo, delivering on envi-
ronmental sustainability and 
ultimately bettering the health 
of the people.

Expatiating on the need for 
these laudable policies and in-
terventions, Governor Obaseki 
maintained that they became 
necessary in view of the fact 
that for meaningful health 
care system not to be a mirage 
in Nigeria, government at the 
subnational level must invest 
in the primary health care 
sub-sector which is the first 
line of medicare sought by the 
masses.

Considering the volume of 
work that has been put in place 
by this administration within 
the period under review, the 
Edo people can be rest assured 
ab out the ad ministration’s 
capacity at surmounting the 
daunting challenges ahead 
and delivering on its campaign 
promises.

Godwin-Obaseki with some beneficiaries of Edo HealthCare Project
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Njideka Akunyili Crosby at her studio in Los Angeles © Jenny Hueston

Njideka Akunyili Crosby 
on her breakthrough year 

P
ushing through the shop-
front door of her east Los 
Angeles studio, laden with 
bags and 10 minutes late, 
Njideka Akunyili Crosby 

apologises that she has not had time 
to tidy up. She has a lot on her plate. 
Wearing large tortoise-shell glasses and 
with a yellow and purple scarf wrapped 
around her head, despite her apparent 
fluster she is a graceful figure, especially 
given that she is eight months pregnant.

It’s been a memorable year for the 
33-year-old Nigerian-born artist. In 
June she was awarded the Prix Canson, 
an international prize for works on 
paper, and in November she was short-
listed for the 2017 Future Generation 
Art Prize, worth $100,000. That same 
month, her 2012 painting “Drown” sold 
at Sotheby’s for just under $1.1m, more 
than five times its estimate. In all fair-
ness, 2015, in which she was awarded 
the New Museum’s Next Generation 
Prize in New York among other grants 
and accolades, was also a good year. 
But 2016 has been exceptional, she 
says, because of the increased visibility 
that exhibitions around the world have 
afforded her work. Visibility, she tells 
me, for an immigrant such as herself 
who does not see her story reflected 
in mainstream cultural narratives, is 
everything. Akunyili Crosby was 16 
when she and her sister came to the 
US in 1999 from Enugu, a city in south-
eastern Nigeria, after her mother had 
won the Green Card Lottery. In the US, 
she was seen not as Nigerian but simply 
as black. She was dismayed by the lack 
of knowledge of her country. “It’s hard 
to explain what it feels like to be from 
a space that you feel doesn’t matter,” 
she says. “People confuse Nigeria with 
Kenya and nobody cares!” Over the 
following decade, however, she became 
aware of a growing recognition of Af-
rican artists, particularly those from 
Nigeria. The country’s film industry, 
known as Nollywood, has become the 
world’s third largest and Nigerian artists, 
musicians and designers have found 
a global market. A new generation of 
writers has come to the fore, including 
Taiye Selasi and Chimamanda Ngozi 
Adichie, author of 2013’s Americanah. 
Literature is a major influence for 
Akunyili Crosby, and her titles often 
borrow from these and other writers. “I 
could just feel something exciting was 
happening,” she says. “People who were 
from a place that had been marginalised 
and overlooked for so long were finally 
speaking for themselves.”

She quotes the cultural theorist 
George Gerbner: “Representation in the 
fictional world signifies social existence; 
absence means symbolic annihilation.” 
“I think it’s so true,” she says. “Repre-
sentation matters. That’s why things 
like #OscarsSoWhite happen. People 
want to see themselves. It’s what makes 
you feel you matter in the society you 
exist in. That’s what drives my work.” 
Akunyili Crosby’s large domestic scenes 
feature herself and her family set against 
backgrounds that alternate between 
bold, flat colour, patterned batik fabric 

and collaged photographs. Eschewing 
canvas, she works exclusively on paper. 
Her signature technique is to fill a sec-
tion of wall, for example, or a floor with a 
dense patchwork of photographs — her 
own, shot in Nigeria, and those sourced 
from the media — transferred using 
solvent. In March, the Whitney Museum 
in New York acquired her 2016 diptych 
“Portals”, hanging it in the exhibition 
Human Interest. Just as thrilling for 
her, however, was a billboard that the 
museum installed along the High Line 
public park featuring “Before Now 
After (Mama, Mummy and Mamma)”, 
her 2015 portrait of her sister Chidi-
ogo beside framed pictures of their late 
mother and grandmother. “On the High 
Line!” she says, eyes wide. “Talk about 
representation and visibility.” In London 
in October, her exhibition at the Victoria 
Miro Gallery was her biggest solo show 
to date. It was especially important for 
her because it brought her work to a 
new audience, notably London’s large 
community of expat Nigerians.

Excitedly, Akunyili Crosby opens 
an email she received that morning 
from a Nigerian woman in London who 
had seen the show. “It took me back to 
my childhood in Nigeria,” she reads. “I 

recognised practically all the images you 
infused into your work, with the excep-
tion of the family ones… From the Omo 
TV ad to the Bournvita, Atlanta ’96 to 
Onyeka Onwenu.” These are all things, 
Akunyili Crosby explains, that would 
be familiar to anyone growing up in 
Nigeria in the 1980s and 1990s. Omo is 
the country’s leading brand of detergent 
(“I didn’t even know the word detergent 
for a long time, because everybody just 
called it Omo”) and Bournvita is hot 
chocolate. Atlanta ’96 was the Olym-
pics in which Nigerian sprinter Mary 
Onyali-Omagbemi won a bronze in the 
200 metres and Onwenu is a famous 
Nigerian singer. “There’s a really strong 
collective memory that I try to tap into,” 
she says. “There wasn’t a lot of diversity 
in entertainment. We had two TV sta-
tions — a national station and a local 
one. Between 6pm and 10pm, every-
body in the country watched the same 
thing — the same ads, the same music, 
the same programming.” Her paintings 
are unapologetically autobiographical. 
Everybody in them she knows — with 
one exception being two little girls in 
“The Beautyful Ones” Series #3 (2014), 
who she photographed on a trip to Ni-
geria, and who reminded her of herself 

and her sister at a similar age. But, as she 
says, you don’t need to know her or her 
country to understand her work. The 
postcolonial situation she describes, in 
which very specific cultural references 
collide in a globalised, western space, 
will be familiar to many immigrants. In 
the painting “‘The Beautyful Ones Are 
Not Yet Born’ Might Not Hold True For 
Much Longer” (2013), which takes part 
of its title from a 1968 novel by Ghanaian 
writer Ayi Kwei Armah, a kerosene lamp 
typical of Nigerian village life sits on an 
Ikea-style table near a western radiator. 
A woman sits on the floor — Akunyili 
Crosby herself, whom we quickly begin 
to recognise in her paintings — wearing 
a striking dress by contemporary Nige-
rian designer Tiffany Amber. “This is a 
no-man’s land,” says the artist. “This is 
a space that makes absolutely no sense.”

She puts in a lot of effort, she says, to 
ensure that these environments appear, 
at first glance, coherent and convincing. 
She is well versed in historical western 
painting, and references to Edouard 
Manet, Edouard Vuillard and Diego 
Velázquez abound in her work, as do 
those to the Danish artist Vilhelm Ham-
mershoi, whose interiors have a similar 
stillness and compositional precision to 

her own. She nearly did not end up an 
artist at all. Like most of her brothers and 
sisters, she had intended to study medi-
cine but failed to get in to her first-choice 
college. Instead, at Swarthmore, she 
combined biology with an art class, then 
went on to the Pennsylvania Academy 
of the Fine Arts and finally to Yale. It was 
in the art class at Swarthmore that she 
met Justin Crosby, her future husband. 
Crosby, who is white, appears in many 
of his wife’s paintings. One important 
diptych, “I Always Face You, Even When 
It Seems Otherwise” (2012), was painted 
soon after they got married. Seated at a 
table surrounded by her family, she leans 
up to kiss him while half of a Nigerian 
word “–ilefu” encroaches on the other 
edge of the picture. Akunyili Crosby ex-
plains that the suffix has to do with being 
lost, and that the related word efulefu is 
translated as “a sellout, or someone who 
has lost themselves”. When a Nigerian 
woman marries out of her culture, she 
says, there is a common feeling that she 
has been lost or has turned her back on 
her people. “When I got married, I felt 
that it didn’t matter, that nothing had 
changed.” In paintings from that time, 
she wanted to make a clear statement: 
“I love Nigeria, I love my husband. These 
are the two loves of my life. I don’t have 
to choose. “But now… ” she pauses. “I 
don’t think anything has changed but 
as I get older I see the other side. I don’t 
necessarily agree with it but I see it.” Her 
reflections on heritage and identity are 
becoming more complicated as she con-
siders the future of her American-born 
child. Does she ever think about moving 
back to Nigeria? “I do, I really do. But not 
for a while.”

Njideka Crosby outisde of her studio 
in East Los Angeles © Jenny Hueston 
Akunyili Crosby’s time in the US was 
only ever meant to be temporary. Her 
plan was to return to Nigeria after her 
medical training. Without permanent 
resident status, an American education, 
which happened to include a subject 
other than medicine, would have been 
unaffordable. What would have hap-
pened, I ask, if her mother hadn’t won 
the Green Card Lottery? “I think I would 
have been a really good surgeon,” she 
says. “I truly could have gone both ways. 
I am driven enough that I would have 
pushed myself to be the best doctor I 
could be. And I probably, hopefully, 
would have made a difference.” And 
would she still have drawn, painted, 
made things? “No,” she says, giggling 
somewhat sheepishly. “No. I’m really 
odd that way. It baffles my husband. I 
have friends for whom art is breathing, 
and without art they can’t live. I just 
keep quiet! “The reason I decided to do 
art,” she adds, “was [because] that was 
where there seemed more of a sense of 
urgency. There are plenty of people do-
ing medicine, especially Nigerians. But 
art is where I really felt I had something 
to contribute, something fresh, some-
thing relevant, and something needed.”

Portraits by Jenny Hueston Art-
works courtesy of the artist and Vic-
toria Miro, London

Story courtesy of FT.COM

BY JONATHAN GRIFFIN

The Nigerian-born, LA-based artist talks about heritage, identity and why she chose art over medicine
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L
ike an approaching lo-
c o m o t i ve  t ra i n  t h at 
announces its arrival 
through deafening noise 
and vibration, the next 

round of general elections in 2019 
is already generating tension across 
Nigeria.

The imminence of the election 
was realised when a few days ago, 
the Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) rolled out its 
timetable for the polls.

Analysts say that this year is 
going to be the busiest with too 
many political activities since the 
coming into power of the All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC). They say 
that alignment and re-alignment 
of forces would increase even as 
wheeling and dealing would be at 
an all-time high.

These activities would be pro-
pelled by individuals who have 
interests to pursue in 2019 as well 
as institutions, the activities of 
which would either make or mar 
the 2019 exercise.

We therefore present to you 
some of the politicians whose ac-
tions or/and inactions would be 
conveying serious messages to the 
Nigerian electorates. 

President Muhammadu Buhari

President Muhammadu Bu-
hari has done two years and eight 
months of his four-year term 
which began with his inauguration 
on May 29, 2015. His style of leader-
ship has been largely criticised by 
many people within and outside 
the country. The Buhari adminis-
tration has been embroiled in too 
many controversies.

Although Buhari has not openly 
declared any intention to seek an-
other term, pundits say the signs of 
ambition to that effect are crystal 
clear. Those who hold this notion 
point to some of the president’s 
recent moves, chiefly his sudden 
realisation that the minimum wage 
was grossly inadequate and the 
move to review it even when many 
workers across the country are yet 
to be paid the existing meagre wage 
regime. His sudden empathy for the 
Nigerian workers, whom he said 
must be paid their last December 
salary to enable them celebrate the 
yuletide, pundits say, is pointing 
in the same direction. Moreover, 
his sudden fence-mending with 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu, national 
leader of the APC, whose efforts 
saw the realisation of the Buhari 
Presidency, was a move observers 
say was not ordinary. The love or 
the working relationship between 
Tinubu and Buhari until recently 
appeared to have gone sour, but 
in a fence-mending move, Buhari 
decided to ferry Asiwaju to Cote 
d’Ivoire where the duo apparently 
had a heart-to-heart talk.

Political figures and institutions to watch in 2018
This year, Buhari is likely the 

most interesting figure in Nigeria 
to watch, because the progress 
or otherwise of the country this 
election year will, to a large extent, 
depend on his mood. If he decides 
to seek another term, it means that 
governance could suffer. Even if he 
says he will not run, his interest 
on his possible successor may also 
throw spanner in the works of his 
party and that of the country in 
general. Some observers say that 
the president may, in order to woo 
possible voters, spring some sur-
prises in some areas. 

“He could move against the 
Fulani herdsmen or get them to 
suspend the orgy of violence until 
the elections are over. So, when 
Nigerians begin to see fewer cases 
of massacres by herdsmen, it may 
not mean that the problem is over, 
it could be an understanding,” said 
an analyst who does not want his 
name mentioned.

“Again, when the Federal Gov-
ernment will announce a new 
batch of released Chibok girls 
sometime this year, Nigerians 
must not be quick to celebrate as 
they are signs of the 2019 poll,” the 
analyst said.

So, it would amount to political 
suicide for anyone to underrate the 
body language of the president or 
be taken by surprise the extent he 
can go this very year.

Bola Ahmed Tinubu

Tinubu’s relevance and his im-
portance in Lagos State and at the 
national level are not lost on any-
body who would want to vie for 
any position in the former capital of 
Nigeria, or at the federal level. Since 
1999 when he became the gover-
nor of Lagos State, Tinubu has re-
mained a kingmaker, a juggernaut 
and a celebrated godfather. Today, 
he remains the most relevant politi-
cal figure in the country.

This year, the Asiwaju will 
be consulted by a large number 

of politicians from every part of 
the country. His fence-mending 
moves with the leadership of the 
pan-Yoruba cultural organisation, 
Afenifere, will draw more atten-
tion than ever. If he continues 
in that direction, his party at the 
centre may be jittery and Aso Rock 
may develop goose pimples.

Meanwhile, the Afenifere has 
refused to celebrate the rapproche-
ment; they still see the Tinubu 
move as the smile of a vampire. 

They are also probably conversant 
with the words of John Webster, 
an English dramatist (1580-1632): 
“A politician imitates the devil, as 
the devil imitates a cannon; where-
soever he comes to do mischief, he 
comes with his backside towards 
you.” 

Tinubu has not been totally 
pleased with the goings-on in the 
Buhari administration. He has on 
many occasions tried to verbalise 
this, personally or through proxies. 
As an astute politician, he knows 
what it means to consistently go 
against one’s own party, and gov-
ernment, particularly considering 
his immense contributions to the 
party’s ascendancy to the power 
stool. Analysts say that the Jagaban 
must have learnt his lesson and 
that it is not likely he would give 
his full weight to support Buhari’s 
rumoured return ambition without 
extracting some commitments 
from Aso Rock. 

“Tinubu is not a neophyte. He 
understands the game. I think he 
has his card – his joker – close to 
his chest. If he is not careful, he 
may end up in the belly of the 
tiger he loves so much to ride. The 
truth of this is not lost on him,” said 
a political observer who pleaded 
anonymity.

Tinubu and his moves will sure-
ly present interesting headlines as 
the country approaches 2019.

Olusegun Obasanjo

This Ogun State-born soldier-turned-
politician is unarguably one of the 
luckiest Nigerians. Since he embraced 
stardom in 1976 as the military head 
of state, there has never been a dull 
moment in his life. His second time on 
the nation’s power stool was more of a 
divine orchestration than any known 
military manipulation. Languishing in 
Sani Abacha’s gulag and waiting for the 
time he would be led to the gallows, the 
unthinkable happened – Abacha sud-
denly kicked the bucket. One thing led to 
the other and this Ijebu-Egba (Ijegba) hy-
brid was released from prison. Pictures 
of him taken at a thanksgiving service 
shortly after his release bear testimony 
that he could not have survived addi-
tional two months in that prison from 
the day Abdulsalami Abubakar granted 
him freedom.

Ever since, Obasanjo has remained an 
enigma in the Nigerian political space. 
He has had a hand in the emergence 
of whoever that has ruled the country 
since 1999. He supported Buhari’s APC 
in the run-up to the 2015 presidential 
election. Although he has since torn 
his PDP membership card, speculations 
are rife that he is planning to return to 
the umbrella party. Pundits say that his 
major plan could be to frustrate Atiku 
Abubakar’s touted presidential ambi-
tion in 2019.

The former president will once again 

President Muhammadu Buhari

Tinubu has not been totally 
pleased with the goings-on in the 
Buhari administration. He has on 
many occasions tried to verbalise 

this, personally or through proxies. 
As an astute politician, he knows 
what it means to consistently go 

against one’s own party
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say that anything can happen as 
Osinbajo’s chances of retaining his 
portfolio beyond 2019 may not be 
sacrosanct after all.

No matter whatever happens, 
though, the vice president will be 
a strong force to reckon with in the 
build-up to the next election. He 
is a man to watch this year. Some 
school of thought says he may be 
traded for something bigger for 
the lion of Bourdillon, to whom he 
owes his achievements in politics. 

Atiku Abubakar

For many years Atiku Abuba-
kar, a former vice president, has 
been seeking to occupy the position 
of the president of Nigeria. This 
ambition has seen him move from 
one party to the other. He joined 
the All Progressives Congress (APC) 
in 2014 and was not successful. 
He became frustrated by the style 
of leadership of the government 

and administration in power. Con-
vinced that he has something far 
better and different from what is 
being given to Nigerians, Atiku, to-
ward the tail end of last year, opted 
out of the broom party. He rejoined 
the PDP, the platform that offered 
him the opportunity to become the 
country’s vice president in 1999. 

Although he has yet to make 
his presidential ambition officially 
known to the party, his body lan-
guage has since spelt out the ABCD 
of his mission. He is one of the 
frontline politicians to watch this 
year. What would be his reaction 
if he succeeds in getting the ticket 
in the PDP or how would he react 
if otherwise? It is expected that his 
political activities would increase 
as he would be moving from one 
part of the country to the other on 
consultations and fraternisation.

Although a few people in the 
PDP believe his coming back was 
a waste of time, they would be un-
derrating Atiku’s connections and 
his power to make this happen, to 
their own hurt.

Ibrahim Hassan Dankwambo

Since a Catholic cleric in Enugu 
State, Revd Father Ejike Mbaka, 
made public his prediction that the 
odds for the 2019 presidency fa-
voured Ibrahim Hassan Dankwam-
bo, current governor of Gombe 
State, subterranean campaign has 
been going on in Dankwambo’s 
favour in some parts of the coun-
try. The Christian Association of 
Nigeria (CAN), Gombe chapter, has 
since been upbeat, claiming to be 
in support of the governor for a 
higher office.

Dankwambo is of the PDP and 
it appears that certain members 
of the party are more favourably 
disposed to him than to any other 
aspirant for now. In the last few 
weeks, the print media have been 
awash with stories that try to sell 
the Dankwambo candidature in 
PDP. The social media platform 

is also not left out. He is a man to 
watch this year where the early 
campaign will lead.

Nasir E-Rufai

The governor of Kaduna State 
has continued to be in the news 
since his inauguration in 2015. His 
closeness and loyalty to President 
Buhari and some of his comments 
have not gone down well with 
many people. At a point during 
the challenging days of President 
Buhari as a result of ill health, spec-
ulation was rife that E-Rufai was 
going to replace Buhari. Moreover, 
the incessant attacks of people of 
Southern Kaduna by those sus-
pected to be Fulani herdsmen and 
the refusal of the state government 
to bring the perpetrators to book 
have since set the governor on a 
warpath with critics. What he does 
or fails to do; what he says or fails to 
say in the build-up to the election 
would be read differently by dif-
ferent people. He is indeed one of 
those to be closely watched. 

Dave Umahi

The Ebonyi State governor is 
a man to watch this year. Elected 
on the PDP platform, Dave Umahi 
appears to be leaning towards the 
APC. There are speculations that 
in the months ahead, the governor 
may jump ship.

Umahi is currently the chair-
man of South East Governors’ 
Forum and observers say his close-
ness to Aso Rock may have become 
suspicious. He will be seeking re-
election in 2019. 

Rochas Okorocha

He is the governor of Imo State 
and has courted many controver-
sies. Although he is doing his sec-
ond and last term, he is angling to 
determine who succeeds him. The 
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be relevant this year and as usual, his 
residence will become a Mecca of sort. 

Vice President Yemi Osinbajo

Vice President Yemi Osinbajo, a pas-
tor and politician, is no doubt a loyal 
deputy to his boss. Although mischief-
makers have tried several times to put a 
wedge in the cordial relationship existing 
between Buhari and Osinbajo, the Ogun 
State-born vice president has maintained 
his cool and his normal self. But pundits 

Vice President Yemi Osinbajo

Bola Ahmed Tinubu Olusegun Obasanjo Atiku Abubakar



Continued from page  25

14  Sunday 14 January  2018SUNDAYBD 

Politics

Political figures and institutions...
chairman of the APC Governors’ Forum will 
be a rallying point for the party’s faithful in 
the South East during the campaigns. It will 
be interesting to see how successfully he will 
work towards the re-election of Buhari this 
time around, especially in a government he 
may not have much say.

Bukola Saraki

Senate President Bukola Saraki has been 
in the news since he was elected to lead the 
National Assembly. The circumstances of his 
emergence have made him a permanent foe 
to the owners of the party on the platform of 
which he presides over Senate. Although he 
enjoys the cooperation of his colleagues, it is 
doubtful if he would come back to the seat 
in the event that the APC returns in 2019.

It has been touted severally that Saraki 
is nursing a presidential ambition next time 
around. One thing is sure: he will very much 
be in the news this year, not just because of 
his activities at the National Assembly, but 
because of his likely actions and inactions 
that would receive variegated interpreta-
tions. If he stays put in the APC, it would be 
newsworthy, and more news if he decides to 
go back to the PDP. Saraki is a man known 
to spring surprises; neither Aso Rock nor 
Bourdillon will take him for granted this 
time around.

Aisha Alhassan

She is currently the Minister of Women 
Affairs. Nigerians are watching with keen 
interest to know where she would pitch her 
tent in a matter of months from now.

Alhassan, popularly known as “Mama 
Taraba”, dominated newspaper headlines 
some months ago when she openly con-
fessed her loyalty to Atiku Abubakar. She 
was quoted as saying, “Let me tell you today 
that if Baba said he is going to contest in 2019, 
I swear to Allah, I will go before him and 
kneel and tell him that, Baba, I am grateful 
for the opportunity you gave me to serve 
in your government as minister, but Baba, 
just like you know, I will support only Atiku 
because he is my godfather; if Atiku said he 
is going to run.”

Many people have expressed surprise 
that she is still in the Buhari cabinet several 
weeks after her political godfather dumped 
the APC. It would be interesting to see how 
this woman minister would handle the 
jigsaw puzzle. 

Samuel Ortom

Governor Samuel Ortom of Benue State is 
one state executive in the ruling party that 
has been unfairly treated by both his party 
and the presidency. On several occasions he 
has run to them for help and succour but 
received cold shoulders. Since his inaugura-
tion in 2015, his eyes have seen pepper. He 
has buried close to 1,000 indigenes of his 
state who were, at different times, massacred 
in a most horrendous manner by marauding 
Fulani herdsmen.

Only a few days ago, Ortom was back in 
Aso Rock to appeal to the conscience of the 
chief occupant there. All he received was the 
oft-castrated assurances without action. Up 
till now, no arrests have been made. Benue 
will never forget Thursday, 11th January, 
2018 when victims of Fulani herdsmen 
attack were brought in many trucks laden 
with black caskets and given a mass burial.

But Ortom has since declared his inten-
tion to seek re-election. It will be interesting 
to watch and see if he would continue in the 
APC, a family that has abandoned him in 

times of need, a family that has caused him 
serious headache and heartache.

Mahmood Yakubu

This is the chairman of the Independent 
National Electoral Commission (INEC) on whose 
shoulders rests the responsibility of supervising 
the conduct of the 2019 general election. Yakubu 
will grace the front pages of the national dailies 
this year. His activities will receive condemnation 
and commendation in equal measure, depend-
ing on perceptions of such activities by different 
people.

Nyesom Wike/Chibuike Amaechi

Rivers State is likely to experience more assas-
sinations and bloody clashes between opposing 
political groups. The escalating rivalry between 
Chibuike Amaechi, a former governor of the state 
and current Minister of Transport, and Nyesom 
Wike, the incumbent governor, may get to a head 
this year as the struggle for the control of Rivers 
State moves to a dangerous level as we approach 
2019. 

INEC

The responsibility of conducting the general 
election is on this commission. From this moment, 
attention of Nigerians will focus on the agency. 
What it does or fails to do in the run-up to the elec-
tion will earn it spaces in national newspapers. How 
it goes about making itself ready for the exercise in 
terms of updating the voter register, sensitising reg-
istered voters on the need for them to collect their 
voter cards and how it tackles the oft-recurring card 
reader issues will all put INEC on the radar this year.

Security agencies – Army, DSS, Police

The various security agencies in the country are 
to be watched as regards how they carry out their 
duties. Many activities of government have not re-
ceived commendations as many more people have 
become critical of them. Chances are that as the 
election date approaches, government may grow 
very intolerant of the mounting criticism and be-
gin to go brutal. Unfriendly activities of the Army, 
the DSS and regular police while trying to defend 
government have given an inkling into the extent 
they may go this year to protect the government 
in power, public outcry notwithstanding.

APC

The party in power and its government are 
likely to adopt some pro-people policies and roll 
out programmes to change the negative perception 
that has trailed them. Observers also say that the 
broom party is likely to pick up its arsenal of propa-
ganda as a survival strategy. A number of people 
may be hoodwinked as there may be defections 
from other parties to it. The leadership of the party 
under John Odigie-Oyegun will have tough time 
convincing many electorates on the need to return 
the party. This year is going to prove the toughest 
for the broom party.

PDP

The umbrella party rising from the ashes of long-
drawn leadership tussle and internal wrangling is 
likely to be enmeshed in a new round of crisis. This 
time around, the choice of a presidential standard 
bearer may be the crux of the matter. Although 
many Nigerians appear to have grown weary of the 
ruling party, it may be wrong, however, to say that it 
will amount to wholesale support for PDP. The year 
is going to prove very challenging for a party that 
lost a golden opportunity to retain the presidency 
as an incumbent, as a result of carelessness. Uche 
Secondus, the newly-elected chairman of the party, 
may also discover that his chairmanship position is 
nothing but a “crown of thorns”.
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Dave Umahi

Bukola Saraki

Samuel Ortom

Nyesom Wike Chibuike Amaechi

Mahmood Yakubu

Aisha Alhassan

Rochas Okorocha

Nasir E-Rufai
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2019 Election: Too Late to Whine

T
he recent cam-
p a i g n  t o  s t o p 
General Muham-
m a d u  B u h a r i 
from contesting 

the 2019 election is colos-
sally misguided. I remember 
vividly, in fact, it seems like 
yesterday when like the 
character Prophetess Anoa 
in Ayi Kwei Amah’s Two 
Thousand Season some of us 
foreshadowed the perdition 
that Nigerians will face if we 
elected Buhari in the 2015 
election. We lent our shriek-
ing voices to avert such di-
saster to no avail. It wasn’t 
because of sentiment, but 
because any good student 
of history knows history is 
bound to repeat itself. Those 
prophesy that Nigerians will 
not find Buhari’s presidency 
funny were predicated on 
Buhari’s antecedent during 
his first coming as a Military 
Head of State and dictator. 
It was a clannish adminis-
tration, brutal to the core, 
notorious for human rights 
abuse, and famous for ush-
ering in a severe recession. 
But in the frenzy to remove 
former President Goodluck 
Jonathan, a vast majority 
of Nigerians suffered from 
collective amnesia and fell 
prey to the deceitful and mis-
leading repackaging of a man 
whose vituperations after 
he lost an election as a very 
unpopular candidate led to 

wasn’t that Jonathan’s Gov-
ernment was an ideal one, 
my argument was that we 
cannot leave Egypt only to 
return to Egypt. People didn’t 
want to look at the validity of 
this argument. Rather they 
called us disciples of the very 
“ineffective buffoon”. It was 
fashionable then to make 
Goodluck Jonathan an object 
of a well politically orches-
trated media onslaught both 
in the mainstream and social 
media. Former president 
Jonathan lost the election 
and the signs were there that 
the purported new Messiah 
cannot even save himself 
from the corrupt ineffective 
and incompetent profes-
sional politicians who are the 
albatrosses that have been 
tormenting the downtrod-
den men and women of this 
country. President Buhari 
appointed many of them 
members of his cabinet. It 
took Buhari six months to 
appoint the set of putrid 
marshland that are driving 
this nation to the cliff of 
destruction. Again we tried 
to call the attention of Ni-
gerians to the greatest fraud 
in Nigeria’s political history 
but we were deflated with 
name-calling hence Femi 
Adesina’s baptism of Presi-
dent Buhari’s administration 
critics as “Wailing Wailers”. 
Now the burble is burst and 
the lid has been taken off the 
eyes of Buhari’s most astute 
supporters. The nakedness 

 IsIguzo, DestIny ChIkwurah through. 
Not even with the in-

competence and kids glove 
that is used in curtailing the 
rampage of the marauding 
blood-thirsty Fulani herds-
men. Of course, Buhari is 
their grand patron!  Not even 
the crumbling economy they 
said is out of recession only 
in the books will save us 
from Buhari in 2019. Not 
even the glaring fraud that 
has characterized the report 
that the Army rescued a 14 
year old Chibok girl just to 
distract us from the shock-
ing discovery the president 
appointed about eight dead 
men to different boards.

 It was reported that Sa-
lomi Pagu one of the Chibok 
girls abducted by the “techni-
cally” defeated Bokoharam 
in 2014 is 14 years old in 
this 2018. Considering her 
purported current age, I am 
tempted to ask if she was 
writing WAEC at age 10 if 
the report is true. Buhari will 
seek reelection even with a 
more divided Nigeria. Buhari 
will seek reelection even 
with the long queues at pet-
rol stations and the arbitrary 
price of fuel which crippled 
the last Christmas and New 
Year celebration.  

Buhari will seek reelec-
tion even as Sambo Dasuki 
is rotting away in detention 
with a clear violation of all 
court orders that have grant-
ed him bail. Buhari will seek 
reelection with the allegation 
of fraud and violation of due 
process in the award of con-
tracts that run into billions of 
dollars in NNPC. He will seek 
re-election even as his former 
Chief of Staff is yet to be ar-
rested and tried for spending 
hundreds of millions to cut 
grass an IDP center.  

Believe me, Buhari will 
seek reelection even with 
the gross incompetence that 
characterizes his govern-
ment and the nothing burger 
they tout as his achieve-
ments since 2015. Buhuri 
will seek reelection and will 
win. God forbid! A friend told 
me he will vote for Buhari in 
2019 as a payback to those 
he warned in 2015 against 
voting for the former Army 
General. My friend’s threat 
of a payback is a powerful 
metaphor that the Nigerian 
electorates must deconstruct 
before we vote again in 2019. 

While it is Buhari’s con-
stitutional right to go for 
a second term through an 
election, we must be wary as 
he will desperately package 
virtual achievements to sell 
to us. We must give them 
deaf ears when they come 
blaming Goodluck Jonathan 
for the hardship Nigerians 
are going through, and we 
must be critical when they 
rescue the rest of the Chibok 
girls before 2019. 

Buhari

a national tragedy, the death 
of many people including 
NYSC members who were 
murdered in broad daylight. 
Nigeria’s intelligentias in the 
media and the academics led 
this monumental hoodwink-
ing of the less-privileged Ni-
gerian electorates. The very 
revered Nobel Laureate, Prof 
Wole Soyinka called Buhari a 
repented democrat, Dele Mo-
modou said he was the mes-
siah just to mention but a few 
who bought into the change 
mantra. Some of us were 
frustrated. My argument 

of the biblical drunken Noah 
has been laid bare to his sons. 
Even an erudite Professor in 
a University in Lagos who 
told me he will vote for Bu-
hari even if he has NEPA bill 
as his only academic  quali-
fication is writing a second 
book of Lamentation.

It is too late to whine. I 
hope I am wrong, but it will 
be easier for a hippopotamus 
to pass through the eye of a 
needle than to convince Bu-
hari not to run for re-election.  
Not even with the untold 
hardship Nigerians are going 

InsIde Aso Rock

WithTony Ailemen 

there, but also advised 
the President “to consider 
turning in his resigna-
tion letter to avoid further 
slowing down the country 
because of his age, and to 
also save our corporate im-
age as a country that had 
a Presidential with “oc-
casional memory failure.”

“We advise INEC to 
revisit those forms Presi-
dent Buhari filled in all 
elections he had partici-
pated in, especially those 
he filled before 2015 elec-
tions to unearth other 
inconsistencies therein. In 
a normal clime, the elec-
toral umpire would have 
set in motion verification 
modalities to avoid further 
national embarrassment 
and expose Mr. President.

“Come to think of it, a 
leader that does not know 
his real age, could not be 
said, to have sound knowl-
edge of the people and 
country he governs, let 
alone knowing the pecu-
liarities of the governed. 
This is simply not the kind 
of president Nigeria needs 
at the moment.

“Not too long ago, Ni-
geria became a laughing 
stock with the inappropri-
ate designation of German 
Chancellor, Angela Merkel 
as President of West Ger-
many by President Buhari.

“We recall President 
Buhari once admitted that 
his age would slow down 
his performance in office. 
For a country that could 
fall into an emergency 
situation anytime, like the 
present government-fail-
ing induced fuel scarcity, 
we don’t need a president 
that forgets things easily.”

It is evident that as the 
nation enters 2018, a year 
considered as critical to 
the survival of Nigeria, 
more of these issues will 
continue to remain on the 
front burner. After all, 
these are the spices that 
make politics sweet and 
interesting. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR in 
advance. 

H
ow old is our 
President real-
ly? This is one 
of the questions 

many Nigerians have been 
seeking to have answers to 
in recent times. 

 But those who know 
President Muhammadu 
Buhari very well will agree 
that he is not a man who 
runs away from issues, no 
matter how controversial 
they may seem. 

 Many will also agree 
that this particular issue 
has indeed generated more 
controversy, even more 
than those surrounding 
his academic qualifica-
tions.

 Thus, it was not surpris-
ing that while responding 
to remarks by dignitar-
ies on the Christmas Day 
homage the President 
stirred the dust with his 
remarks about his age

 The President had in 
his usual jocular manner, 
while referring to his age 
and health issues, noted 
that he had never been 
so sick. 

“They say l am 75, I 
thought I am 74 but I was 
told I am 75. I have nev-
er been so sick even the 
30months civil war, I was 
stumbling under farm of 
yams or cassava but this 
sickness I don’t know.”

The President was actu-
ally not emphasizing the 
age but about the sickness 
that kept him bedridden 
for the larger part of 2016 
and 2017.

Taking an introspection 
into the year and his ex-
periences with the health 
issue, the President tried to 
explain the situation thus

“All those  who saw me 
before and when I came 
back said I look much bet-
ter, but I have explained 
it to the public that as a 
General I used to give or-
ders now I take orders; 
the doctors told me to feed 
my stomach and sleep for 
longer hours that is why I 
am looking much better.”

But like every public 
figure, the age controversy, 
academic issues and oth-
ers which took the front 
burner the moment the 
President made his inten-
tion to run for presidency 
known, are now like indel-
ible marks that will not go, 
no matter what is done to 
clear it. 

Still on the President’s age 
Sinc e then his p er-

sonality has come under 
close scrutiny and even 
the declarations that his 
age will not affect his job, 
notwithstanding, many 
still believe that age is a 
major deterrent to good 
performance.

No thanks however to 
the health issues which 
also contributed in no 
small measures to com-
pound the situation. 

The President described 
2017 as a “tough year” for 
Nigerians including him-
self who had to undergo 
several months of treat-
ment at the hospital in 
the U.K. 

Many have not forgot-
ten the birthday wish by 
former President Oluse-
gun Obasanjo who had 
wished President Buhari, 
happy 78th birthday, 
when he was actually still 
celebrating 73 years of age. 

The age issue is also tied 
closely to his academic 
qualification, as it had been 
alleged that President Bu-
hari did not sit for the 
Cambridge West African 
School Certificate (WASC) 
in 1961 as he had earlier 
claimed.

Thus, despite an Abuja  
High Court ruling which  
struck out the suit chal-
lenging the veracity of 
the academic credentials 
of President Buhari, many 
critics of the President 
have refused to let the 
matter die a natural death. 

It was expected that 
the court’s decision should 
have effectively put to rest, 
the controversy surround-
ing the secondary school 
certificate of the president, 
which was a major issue 
in the 2015 election cam-
paigns.

The main opposition 
party the Peoples Demo-
cratic Party, PDP has con-
tinued to make mountains 
out of the issue 

The party, had while 
reacting to the issue, said 
“many other inconsisten-
cies are in Mr. President’s 
biodata submitted to INEC.” 

The party believes that 
there are even more than 
meets the eye. 

“ We are sure there 
are more. And the world 
is waiting on the body 
to give details about our 
President”.

The party did not stop 
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New calculations in Rivers’ politics as Amaechi 
re-emerges commander of Buhari’s 2019 force

T
he re-appointment 
of the former Riv-
ers State governor, 
now transport min-
ister, Chibuike Rotimi 

Amaechi, to head President Mu-
hammadu Buhari’s 2019 charge, 
has created huge excitement in 
the All Progressives Congress 
(APC), the only opposition party 
in Rivers State and has height-
ened hopes that the opposition 
would capture the seat of power 
in Port Harcourt. Inner members 
of the Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) however think the presi-
dency will only use and dump 
Amaechi again.

Expectations are high that the 
Buhari administration would 
push down many projects to Riv-
ers State so as to make Amaechi 
proud and enhance the chances 
of the APC in the state and 
region. Already, the APC think-
tank in Port Harcourt has added 
up the amounts being spent in 
the Niger Delta, adding up to 
over N1.3 trillion plus another 
N818Bn, excluding the N360Bn 
earmarked for Ogoni clean up 
from oil companies and N120Bn 
for the Bonny Road across the 
sea.

Amaechi headed the Buhari 
campaigns for 2015 and was 
reappointed to that capacity last 
week, eliciting muted jubilations 
in pockets of opposition leaders 
in the oil-rich state. Those in 
the APC war room reviewing 
the development have looked 
at the various projects and pro-
grammes taking place in the 
oil region, saying these would 
surely win the love of the voting 
population of the region.

The naming of Amaechi, 
who defied the presidency and 
the forces massed against him 
from 2012 to deliver an unlikely 
Buhari in 2015, seems to come at 
the same week that the national 
leadership of the Independent 
National Electoral Commission 
(INEC), released the timetable 
for 2019. 

Now, a group told BD Sunday 
exclusively that the reappoint-
ment of the man now called the 
Lion of the Delta holds huge im-
plications for Amaechi as a rising 
star and the APC in Rivers State 
as a hopeful party.

Information available to BD 
Sunday indicates that some 
see this as a new affirmation of 
the son and father relationship 
between Amaechi and Buhari. 
Amaechi as governor practically 
carried on his wings all through 
the APC primaries to the general 
elections. Amaechi was said to 
have decided to accept a minis-
terial appointment just to help 
stabilize the new government in 
the face of the howling of politi-

Politics

 IGNATIUS CHUKWU

Rotimi Amaechi

Rotimi Amaechi
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cal hyenas who just lost power 
in Aso Rock.

Others said Amaechi, who 
had wished to go into business 
after eight years as speaker and 
another seven and half years as 
governor, decided to accept pow-
er to stave the attacks that were 
sure to come from the landlord 
of Brick House, his new political 
arch-enemy, Nyesom Wike and 
to save the Rivers APC family 
from the hands of his former 
political son and kinsman.

Insiders said in recent times, 
jostling in the South-South APC 
family for who should be the 
regional leader made it look 
like Amaechi was no longer the 
number one in Buhari’s perking 
order; with the likes of Umana 
Umana of the Onne oil and Gas 

Free Zone Authority, Magnus 
Abe (the senator from Ogoni that 
has broken away from Amaechi), 
Victor Ndoma-Egba of NDDC, 
Ekere Nsima also of the NDDC, 
Odigie Oyegun the APC national 
chairman, Diepreye Sylva of 
Bayelsa, Ibe Kachikwu of Petro-
leum ministry, and some others 
looking like the new princes of 
the Delta nearer to Buhari or 
winning his attention ahead of 
Amaechi.

Many had pointed at the list 
of board members released a 
couple of weeks ago to show that 
most of those in the list got there 
through other big weights like 
Abe. Amaechi seemed to react to 
this when he stormed the birth-
day party of the NIMASA DG, 
Dakuku Peterside, and said some 

people were looking for other 
connections into Buhari’s hear. 
“The day Buhari says, Amaechi, 
you are the one, all of them will 
rush back. I know them. Do not 
mind them.”

Those loyal to Amaechi say 
the reappointment shows that 
both father and son are intact 
in their trust for each other, 
despite the impressions far and 
near.  The source said; “It proves 
the faith both Buhari and party 
leadership have in Amaechi and 
his capability to enhance victory 
for the party come 2019”.

Eze Chukwuemeka Eze, a 
close strategist to Amaechi and 
media consultant to the party 
chairman in the state, Davis 
Ikanya, told BD Sunday; “It 
proves that if CRA (Amaechi) 
could lead the party to victory 
in 2015 as an opposition politi-
cal party, he has the managerial 
ability to once again lead the 
party to victory, not minding 
the challenges that PDP and 
their agents of propaganda will 
present by 2018/19. It proves 
that President Buhari has ad-
opted CRA not only as a son but 
a trusted ally in whom he can en-
trust his political family and can 
go to sleep. This reappointment 
makes CRA not only a national 
institution but a nation-builder.”

Greater expectations cluster 
around the gains to the APC 
family in Rivers State in the 
coming months. “Whether we 
like it or not, CRA has not only a 
say in the outcome of the results 
of the primaries but will have 
much impact on those that will 

fly the flag of the party in the 
2019 general elections. Also, the 
reappointment will ensure early 
and adequate release of funds 
and campaign materials to the 
Rivers State chapter. After the 
lessons of the 2015 general elec-
tions, CRA is expected to ensure 
that Rivers State APC succeeds 
during the 2019 elections. This 
appointment will surely bring 
more Federal Government pres-
ence to Rivers State as a tool to 
enhance our acceptability and 
victory come 2019.”

An official statement by the 
Rivers APC said the party was 
totally convinced that Amaechi 
would succeed in this onerous 
task not minding the arduous 
nature of this present task in 
view of how far PDP had gone 
in poisoning the minds of some 
Nigerians against the present 
administration on her efforts to 
ratify the wrongs of the party 
during her 16 years misfortune 
in leadership of Nigeria.

The APC rejected reasons 
adduced by the Rivers PDP de-
manding their son’s resignation 
as Minister of Transportation, 
saying Amaechi has brought a 
revolution to the sector and must 
remain. “Besides, Amaechi need 
not to resign his office as there 
is no constitutional backing to 
effect.” 

The party further reiterated 
that if Amaechi could lead APC 
to victory in 2015 when PDP 
was in power, that defeating the 
party now that the party is in al-
leged disarray and in the hands 
of those that impoverished the 
people through looting the com-
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Those loyal to Amaechi say the reappoint-
ment shows that both father and son are 
intact in their trust for each other, despite 
the impressions far and near.  The source 
said; “It proves the faith both Buhari and 
party leadership have in Amaechi and his 
capability to enhance victory for the party 
come 2019”.

mon patrimony with impunity 
the task before Amaechi and his 
team becomes easier to achieve.

The party pleaded with the 
APC chieftains to close ranks and 
ensure the victory of the party 
come 2019; “Knowing that PDP 
has only one single agenda of 
returning to power in order to 
safeguard their looted funds and 
continue to plunder our com-
mon patrimony with impunity. 
In this regard, it will be suicidal 
to allow such a group that put us 
in our present sorry state to stage 
a come-back to power. The fact 
remains that no sane Nigerian 
will sit and allow such a group 
to come to power once again in 
our life time.”

On the Niger Delta block vote, 
the APC reiterated that President 
Buhari, the APC leadership and 
the entire Nigerians can count 
on the support of all the good 
people of Niger Delta region as 
the region has fared better under 
the Buhari administration than 
what the region got from the 16 
years of PDP leadership.

”The party enumerated the 
following as some of the gains 
that the Niger Delta region has 
benefited from this adminis-
tration: The allocation of over 
N125Bn out of the N8.612 trillion 
appropriation bill presented by 
President Muhammadu Buhari 
on Tuesday, November 7, 2017 
to the National Assembly to 
fund capital projects in 2018 in 
the Niger Delta region; earmark-
ing of N53.89 billion for Niger 
Delta Ministry and N71.2 billion 
for Niger Delta Development 
Commission (NDDC) for capital 
projects in the 2018 budget. The 
region is also to benefit from 

tions of N555.88 billion for the 
ministry of power, works and 
housing, and that of the Ministry 
of Transportation with N263.1 
billion plus other ministries as 
the 2018 budget estimates also 
contains the extension of Rail 
line to Warri in Delta State and 
the completion of the Uyo-Cala-
bar Express Road. The inclusion 
and full implementation the 
Ogoni clean-up exercise and the 
execution of the Multi-Billion 

ers State, resumption of work on 
the Port Harcourt International 
Airport, renovation and recon-
struction of the Enugu – Port 
Harcourt Rail Line, among other 
projects.”

They mentioned the “Inau-
gurated a world-class fertilizer 
plant built by Indorama Eleme 
Fertilizer and Chemicals Limited, 
in Port Harcourt which has ca-
pacity for 1.5 million Metric Tons 
of Urea fertilizer and the 40-km 
Road from Bodo to Bonny Island 
as another important project in 
the Niger Delta.”

The APC said President Bu-
hari has shown true leadership 
cum statesmanship, not just 
expressed, but conspicuously put 
into action and giving the people 
firsthand experience of what de-
mocracy is and should be. “He is a 
rare gem and a true leader whose 
love for the region is infectious. 
We wish to urge him not to 
trouble himself about campaign-
ing in the region as his works and 
feats in the region have finished 
his campaign for him. With this 
development, we rejoice with 
Amaechi, the Minister of Trans-
portation, for his patriotism and 
national outlook and for proving 
that we are a trusted breed that 
will take Nigeria to the desired 
promise land.”

PDP fires back
A deep insider in the Wike 

cabinet and caucus however 
said the reappointment does 
not mean anything to Rivers 
state. The insider said in a tele-
phone interview Friday morn-
ing; “They are using him because 
after that, they would dump him 
and forget him. They want to use 
him for the odd job. What has he 
got from the odd job he did in 
2015? The state has got nothing 
from his being a kitchen cabinet 
member; no major project to the 
state, the Port Harcourt airport, 
the East West Road and the ports 
in the east are still dead. His be-

ing the DG of the campaign in 
2015 did not get anything, just 
few appointments to his people. 
Rivers people are not excited.

On hopes that the APC would 
pump funds to capture Rivers 
State seat of power, the source 
said such was wishful think-
ing. “It is not feasible this time 
around’. He did not explain but 
he could be referring to Buhari’s 
reputation of not pumping gov-
ernment funds to campaigns.

Even before the announce-
ment of Amaechi as the DG 
of Buari 2019, the Rivers State 
government had made it clear 
that Amaechi was no political 
messiah. A deep source in the 
Wike administration told BD 
Sunday that when the time 
comes, Amaechi would be made 
to show if he did not sell state 
power assets and if he did not 
hand the proceeds to compa-
nies that ended up being mere 
bureau de change.

When Amaechi pelted Wike 
on insecurity in the wake of the 
massacre in Omoku, the Rivers 
State Government through the 
Commissioner of Information 
and Communications, Emma 
Okah, asked Amaechi to look at 
the Port Harcourt International 
Airport as a shame spot.

The state government de-
scribed the claim by Amaechi 
that Gov Nyesom Wike was not 
tackling security in Rivers State 
as a ploy by him to divert atten-
tion from his failure to complete 
the Port Harcourt International 
Airport or attract any single 
project to the State despite the 
huge state funds he diverted to 
the APC for elections.

In a statement issued in  Port 
Harcourt, Rivers State Commis-
sioner for Information and Com-
munications Barr Emma Okah 
advised the former governor 
to redeem his fading image by 
attracting federal government 
projects to Rivers State like his 
contemporaries in APC from 
other states were doing .  

“In his time as a Minister, Gov. 
Nyesom Wike was a shining star 
and brought several projects to 
Rivers State including the reno-
vation of the secondary school 
in Ubima. “Rather than living in 
a faded past or de-marketing his 
state, Amaechi should concern 
himself with what he is doing to-
day as a stakeholder to improve 
the security of lives and prop-
erty of the people that gave him 
the finest opportunities in life . 

“The Rivers State Govern-
ment has repeatedly accused 
him of using his federal posi-
tion to compromise the security 
architecture of the state by in-
fluencing frequent changing of 
commissioners of Police to the 
State as well as his support to 
the Special Anti Robbbery Squad 
(SARS) despite the litany of accu-
sations of kidnapping, robbery, 
extortion, rape and criminality 
rained on them by the public in 
the State.

“Security is a federal concern 
and as a government, Rivers 
State has sufficiently funded the 
security agencies to perform op-
timally and despite provocations 
from the SARS, we have never 
denied them support”, he said, 
pointing out that the security 
agencies are generally doing a 
good job in Rivers State.

Naira Bomu-Bonny Road project 
which when completed would 
open up the economic potentials 
of the Niger Delta Region beyond 
the shores of Nigeria.”

They said; “President Bu-
hari Administration recently 
released a whopping sum of 
N900 billion owed the Niger 
Delta Development Corpora-
tion (NDDC) by previous federal 
administrations including the 
administration of Dr. Jonathan. 
The successful kick-off of the 
Ogoni Clean-up exercise, the 
Calabar – Lagos Rail Line that 
cuts across the region, the reno-
vation/reconstruction of both 
Enugu – Port Harcourt, Uyo 
– Calabar Highways and the 
West-East Road, the renovation 
of the Afam Power plant in Riv-

the budgetary allocation for the 
Niger Delta amnesty programme 
retained at N65 billion.

The Rivers APC think-tank 
also mentioned the East-West 
Road allegedly abandoned by 
the Jonathan Administration to 
be completed hopefully by 2018 
with the budgetary allocation 
of N17.32 billion. “The inclu-
sion of N5bn in the 2018 budget 
(plus release of separate N1Bn) 
for the formal take off of the 
Maritime University located at 
Okerenkoko in Delta State once 
again affirms the unflinching 
commitment of the APC led 
Federal Government under the 
leadership of President Buhari to 
develop the Niger Delta region.”

Others were: “The region will 
also benefit from the huge alloca-
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I 
was about tiding up my re-
port when the news of the 
Federal High Court on the 
suit filed by the suspended 

Abdulmumin Jibrin, represent-
ing Kiru/Bebeji Federal Constit-
uency of Kano State streamed 
into my system. Of course, 
nobody seems to remember the 
self-acclaimed anti-corruption 
crusader as times and events 
seem to have overtaken the 
struggle for his recall back to 
the Lower Chamber to continue 
representing his people. To be 
honest, the quest for justice in 
Nigeria remains herculean, de-
spite the passage of the Admin-
istration of Justice Act, 2015 by 
the same Legislative arm. While 
s ome may mis c onstrue my 
submission to be in support of 
Jibrin, I’m strongly convinced 
that there’s urgent need for 
overhaul of our judicial system. 
The same fate is being suffered 
by those who commit minor 
offences but awaiting trials, yet 
were being locked up alongside 
those who perpetrated capital 
offences. What do we expect 
to become of those guys when 
they eventually come out after 
several years of incarceration 
from either police custody or 
medium or maximum prisons? 
This remains a poser for those 
saddled with the responsibility 
of lawmaking as well as those 
in the enforcement sector, to 
respond to earnestly, knowing 
fully that the overall interests 

of Nigerians should be topmost 
in their hearts.

Of course, we have series of 
issues begging for the attention 
of the House of Representatives 
and indeed the National As-
sembly, ranging from the wan-
ton killing of innocent Nigeri-
ans especially armless children 
and women across the country! 
I’ve over the years ago expect 
more from the House, which 
I strongly belief is more repre-
sentative of Nigeria as a whole, 
and supposedly considered to 
be closer to the people across 
the 360 federal constituencies; 
since the some desperate State 
Governors have resolved to 
send Local Government (third 
tier of government) into extinc-
tion! We need to see a more 
responsible, responsive and 
vibrant House of the People in 
the year 2018. The House must 
serve as check on the excesses 
of the Executive and other arms 
of government, while respect-
ing the ‘Principle of Separation 
of Powers’ as enshrined in the 
Constitution (as amende d). 
Failure to do this, may lead to 
another catastrophic socio-eco-
nomic and political challenges, 
worse than the 2017 economic 
recession.

I become more afraid with 
the forthcoming general elec-
tions, at a time when most 
states are becoming virtually 
insolvent with armies of un-
employed and under-employed 

Bread Winners and Families! 
As usual with any pre-election 
year, governance has always 
been at its lowest-ebb, as po-
litical office holders and cus-
todians of our Commonwealth 
exhibit highest level of greed 
to garner wealth at the their 
expense of the well-being of 
millions of electorates. I felt 
very depressed when I heard of 
the news of a 21 yeas old Under-
graduate who was sentenced 
to nine month imprisonment 
by an Upper Area Court sitting 
in Masaka, Nasarawa State last 
Tuesday, 9th January, 2018 
for stealing a bottle of palm 
oil. What a country? What a 
government? I imagine the 
depth of pent-up anger being 
stomached by millions of Ni-
gerians across all age-brackets. 
Despite all these, we still see 
State Governor who for what-
ever sake is bent of sacking over 
36,000 workers, without re-
think! That’s a country where 
the privileged few, continue to 
frustrate lives out of the ‘suf-
fering and smiling’ working 
class, whose fate hang on the 
lawmakers at both federal and 
state levels. The time is now or 
never, when the House needs 
to stand for the people before 
the evil days!

Now looking at the ongoing 
budget defence in the Lower 
Chamber, several issues raised 
by those Committees who en-
gaged Ministers and Permanent 

Secretaries have to be thor-
oughly looked into especially 
in the area of extra-budgetary 
spendings. As exposed by the 
House Committee on Health-
care Services, chaired by Chike 
Okafor (APC-Imo),  during the 
2017 budget implementation of 
Federal Ministry of Health and 
its agencies, there was need to 
conduct forensic audit of funds 
released to all the MDAs.

In his intervention, Ibra-
him Babangida,  Chairman, 
House Committee on Finance, 
frowned at the sum of N234 
million released by IPPIS to 
Medical Rehabilitation Thera-
pists (Registration) Board of 
Nigeria (MRTB) against the 
sum of N194 million approved 
by the National Assembly in 
2017. The lawmaker also que-
ried the rationale behind the 
proposed for N272.4 million for 
personnel cost in 2018, to offset 
the N40.5 million outstanding 
released by IPPIS in the previ-
ous year.

Also speaking, Adams Jag-
aba, chairman, House Com-
mittee on Interior frowned 
at the decision of the most of 
the agencies to spend all the 
intrenaly generated revenue 
without recourse to the Na-
tional Assembly.

“No single agency has the 
power to spend its IGR,” adding 
that appropriating over N50 
million to an agency which 
generate N4.188 million rev-

enue yearly and spent the 
same amount, was unprofit-
able, Jagaba noted.

Issues relating to the annual 
requests by various MDAs for 
procurement of new furniture, 
computers and vehicles also 
gave lead to how to block the 
over-bloated recurrent expen-
diture as from this year. These 
sub-heads range from duplica-
tion of projects and requisition 
for computers, paper shrewd-
ing machines as well as motor 
vehicles reflected in the budget 
proposals of over 1,000 Fed-
eral Ministries, Departments, 
Commissions and Parastatals. 
Though I blame the flaw on the 
budget template given to the 
MDAs, but the greatest blame 
should go to the House and 
National Assembly if such sub-
heads are eventually passed 
into law after all!

Set time to stand for the people

AssemblyWatch
From the Red Chamber

With 

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE

From the Green House
With 

KEHINDE AKINTOLA

B
arring any unfore-
seen circumstanc-
es, the Senate will 
resume plenary on 
Tuesday, January 16, 

2018 with so much on its table.
Some of the issues expected 

to top agenda include the 2018 
appropriation bill, approval of 
economic recovery bills, linger-
ing fuel scarcity, Benue killings, 
the much expected conclusion 
of the review of the 1999 Con-
stitution among others.

The declaration by the Sec-
retary to the Government 
of the Federation (SGF), Boss 
Mustapha, that politicking 
may disrupt implementation 
of the 2018 budget, is not only 
restricted to the Executive arm 
of government.

Although the ele ct ions 

timetable and schedule of ac-
tivities released by the Inde-
pendent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) indicated 
that commencement of cam-
paigns by political parties will 
commence on November 18, 
2018 for National Assembly 
elections, there will be more 
politics and less legislative ac-
tivities as lawmakers resume 
on Tuesday.

Unlike ministers, heads of 
federal agencies who will not 
run for elections next year, 
senators have a mandate to 
protect,  especially those seek-
ing reelection.

There will be more intrigues, 
as senators will need to be 
in constant touch with their 
constituencies by visiting regu-
larly to get the mandate of the 
electorate.

 Consequently, the num-
ber of life-changing bills and 
motions are expected to be 
drastically reduced. There will 
be more politically-motivated 
motions.

What else? The 14 economic 
bills targeted at creating 7.5 mil-
lion jobs and reduction of pov-
erty by 16.4 percent may not see 
the light of the day, as only two 
have been passed and signed 
into law by the the President.

For lawmakers who rarely 

visit their constituencies for fear 
of being turned into Automatic 
Teller Machines (ATMs) and the 
few who have managed to visit 
but were pelted with stones and 
sachet water for neglect, they 
will feel a sense of déjà vu as the 
elections draw near.

This is the time to see legisla-
tors becoming unusually friend-
ly with the electorate, while 
others will prostrate to anyone. 
They will suddenly show af-
fection to the same people they 
neglected all along, visit local 
eateries and markets to seek 
support, even as the stingy ones 
become unusually generous.

    This is also a time for 
increased empowerment pro-
grammes by lawmakers irre-
spective of their political par-
ties. They will do everything 
to win the hearts of their con-
stituents including distribu-
tion of wheelbarrows, sewing 
machines, grinding machines, 
motorcycles and tricycles all in 
the name of youth empower-
ment and poverty alleviation.

Only recently, Senate Presi-
dent Bukola Saraki announced 
plans to open constituency of-
fices in all 52 wards of his Kwara 
Central Senatorial District.

Saraki also announced that 
each of the new constituency 
offices will be staffed by four 

staff, chosen from the com-
munity. Ac c ording to him, 
beginning from this month, 
the constituency offices will 
give monthly empowerment 
packages to their respective 
communities.

“In the history of Nigeria, 
this is the first time that a po-
litical officeholder will be open-
ing up this many constituency 
offices. This is about bring-
ing governance closer to you, 
the people,” the Senate stated 
this while meeting with vari-
ous stakeholders from across 
Kwara Central and the state 
as part of his end-of-year con-
stituency interaction activities.

M e a n w h i l e ,  re p o r t s  o n 
multi-million dollar investiga-
tions by various committees 
are expected to be submitted as 
the upper legislative chamber 
resumes. They include the al-
leged N30 trillion revenue leak-
age in the import and export 
chain being investigated by 
the Senate Joint Committee on 
Customs and Marine Transport 
as well as the final report of the 
Adhoc Committee investigat-
ing the alleged misuse, under 
remittance, non remittance 
and other fraudulent practices 
in the collection, accounting, 
remittance and expenditure of 
internally generated revenue 

by all revenue generating agen-
cies of government between 
2012 to 2016.

Others are the alleged $26 
billion contract scam leveled by 
the Minister of State for Petro-
leum Resources, Ibe Kachikwu 
against the Group Managing 
Director of the Nigerian Na-
tional Petroleum Corporation 
(NNPC), Maikanti Baru as well 
as the controversial recall of 
the dismissed chairman of the 
defunct Presidential Task Team 
on Pension Reforms, Abdulra-
sheed Maina, into the Federal 
Civil Service.

The unsuccessful ex parte 
motion file d by the Attor-
ney General of the Federa-
tion (AGF), Abubakar Malami 
to stop the National Assem-
bly from probing the recall 
of Maina, further confirmed 
that he has something to hide. 
Otherwise, he wouldn’t have 
approached the court, having 
appeared before the two com-
mittees to state his own side of 
the story.

Perhaps, he must have re-
ceived a hint that the commit-
tees’ report were unfavourable.

I see another scenario that 
saw the indictment of the 
sacked Secretary to the Gov-
ernment of the Federation, Ba-
bachir Lawal playing out here.

 As Senate resumes on Tuesday
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T
his story, first published in Busi-
nessDay in 2016, remains very 
relevant today, two years and 
eight months after the inau-
guration of the Muhammadu 

Buhari administration.
Before the 2015 general election, the 

All Progressives Congress (APC) rolled out 
what it called ‘Roadmap’. The document 
encapsulated the good plans the party 
had for Nigeria and its citizens. Sweet 
promises were indeed made and Nigeri-
ans were eargerly expecting an Eldorado. 
But like a bad dream, things decided to go 
amiss. Having repeatedly failed to live 
up to expectations, Nigerians may have 
come to the simple realisation that there 
is a huge difference between “talking and 
doing”. Having won the Presidency, the 
party appeared relapsed into a slumber 
and not in a haste to redeem its image. 

In Igbo folklore, a certain bird called 
‘Oturukpokpo’ (the woodpecker) once 
boasted to other birds that on the day his 
mother would die, he would not only pull 
down the iroko tree with his long beak, 
he would make a one-in-town casket 
there from in honour of his mother. He 
also promised to render some melodious 
tunes in her honour. No one doubted him 
because they were used to his exploits in 
the wood.

Unfortunately, the woodpecker was 
indisposed on the very day the mother 
was to be buried. He had a threatening 
boil on his long beak that he couldn’t just 
open his mouth. His mother’s body was 
consequently interred in an over-used 
mat to the amazement of those who had 
gathered to see the promised one-in-
town casket and hear the beautiful songs 
from the woodpecker.

The woodpecker has strong, pointed 
beak that acts as both a chisel and a 
crowbar to remove tree bark and find 
hiding insects. It has a very long tongue, 
up to four inches in some species - with a 
glue-like substance on the tip for catching 
insects. So, woodpecker lives by pecking 
on wood, no matter how strong and how 
huge.

There was also another boastful char-
acter in Igbo folksong. She was named 
Okwuuka (Talkative). Okwuuka was a 
very beautiful bride, literally the cyno-
sure of all eyes in the village. On the day 
she was taken home to her husband, her 
parents gave her a goat. When Okwuuka 
became pregnant, she went around the 
village boasting that on the day that she 
would give birth, her husband would kill 
her goat to celebrate her safe delivery. 
Other women envied her because it was 
a rare thing for a goat to be slaughtered 
for a woman at her first birth. They also 
waited. Unfortunately again, on the day 
she was delivered of the baby, there was 
not enough money to get her out of the 
hospital and so her goat had to be sold to 
make up.

Like the woodpecker and Okwuuka 
allegories, the All Progressives Congress 
(APC) has since May 29, 2015 manifested 
a level of incapacitation that has left 
many Nigerians tongue-tied. Here’s a 
party that struggled for power for many 

The ruling party and the story of the woodpecker

at the national level recognised the great 
job Mohammed was doing as a national 
publicity secretary, hence, the confession, 
sometime ago, by John odigie-Oyegun, 
chairman of the party, that it would 
be difficult to find a good replacement; 
a candid observation that made a few 
members to kick in envy.

Despite the fact that the party is in 
control of the Federal Government, 22 
states; majority members in the National 
Assembly, they have not been able to con-
vert these good fortunes into something 
spectacular for themselves, let alone for 
the country.

Today, like the woodpecker, APC ap-
pears to be having a serious challenge 
that has made it difficult for it to sing 
d.r.m, let alone proceeding to f.s.l.

In every department of governance, 
the party appears to have failed; it is only 
potent at dispensing poverty and misery 
in the land all in the name of employing a 
style of governance never known in the 
history of the country. For the first time 
since 1999, all manner songs and poems 
have been composed by critics to capture 
the level of hopelessness in the land. 
Never at any time did a mass burial given 
to innocent citizens machetted to death in 
their own homes by blood-thirsty Fulani 
herdsmen. And never in the history of 
the country has a government as insensi-
tive as we see it now.

But the tragedy of it all is that even 
those who were chair- leaders in the 
bashing business that thrived against 
the past administration appear castrated 
at the moment. They have lost their 
voices. They too, like the woodpecker 
has contacted some bacteria disease that 
appears to have put their mouths out of 
business. They are all afraid of President 
Muhammadu Buhari. They are watching 
his body language, hence, the continued 
darkness, petrol scarcity, despite wonder-
ful roadmap and brilliant articulations at 
an economic summits.

In the early days of his appointment, 
Ibe Kachikwu, minister of state for petro-
leum,  told Nigerians he was not trained 
to be a magician and the owls began to 
howl. But he was right. Before his ap-
pointment, he had told Nigerians that if 
the refineries belonged to his father, he 
would have sold off everything to start 
afresh as such refineries had become 
conduit pipes siphoning money from the 
country without meeting the needs for 
their existence. He argued that the refin-
eries had outlived their usefulness and 
that there was no point pouring in more 
money in the name of reviving them.

But when he saw the glances from 
his employer, and his body language, 
kachikwu ducked. So, he has now elected 
to move at the same pace with his master, 
who incidentally is the senior minister in 
that ministry.

When in the administration of Jona-
than the nation’s roads were reported as 
death traps and billions of naira wasted 
on road projects without commensurate 
result; verbal missiles were hurled at the 
then government. Today, many of those 
who presided over the laceration of that 
administration, as it were, are playing the 
Ostrich on their various beats. They now 
speak grammar.

Nearly three years after the inaugura-
tion, wickedness has increased in Nigeria; 
hatred has become a statecraft. Fulani 
herdsmen have almost replaced the Boko 
Haram; in fact, more wicked and blood-
thirsty. Bombs have also continued to 
fall in the north; there are talks that ISIS 
is already Nigeria, yet the President has 
spent a fortune attending all manner of 
security-related meetings offshore and 
focusing attention on less-dangerous 
groups.

Hundreds of Chibok girls are still in 
captivity despite promises of quick res-
cue. Despite endless journeys abroad by 
the president, investors have said ‘we 
are not coming yet’. Why would they 
come when there’s nothing on ground 
to show there has been a difference 
between yesterday and today? For 
instance, insecurity and obvious lack 
of policy direction of the APC admin-
istration have all congregated to keep 
investors at bay.

Today, great talkers of yesterday have 
lost their voices. When they speak at 
all, they pour out words of apologies as 
if Nigerians had not heard that enough. 
And they are not weaned off baseless 
buck-passing. Nearly three years into 
governance they are still seeing Jona-
than’s shadows.

Many of those who went to the poll 
last year to vote for a change now dwell in 
the corridors of ‘had I known.’ It was not 
as if the option was in Jonathan either; 
they are beginning now to think that 
any of the other presidential contestants 
could have worth their stress, afterall.

Today, the APC has frittered away 
its electoral fortunes. The lesson in all 
of this is that people must not over-rate 
themselves. It appears to be a consensus 
opinion that the APC will never smell 
power again after this term, unless there 
is a remarkable change and an urgent 
departure from the charade that has char-
acterised governance since May 29, 2015.

years and had profusely begged Nige-
rians to allow it exercise control over 
power, at least, for a moment. They had 
promised to make a positive difference, 
even if it meant staying in Aso Rock Villa 
for one day. Here’s a party that rushed to 
the media at a slightest observation of 
a slip from the past administration, and 
here’s a party that never believed that 
political power is a ‘crown of thorns’, it 
thought it was a bed of roses.

While it was on the sidelines watching 
the game of governance, it was as easy 
as ABC. It saw many scoring chances 
and wasted no time in employing all 
manner of derogatory words to describe 
those running around in the field. The 
APC saw how the abducted Chibok girls 
could be rescued under 24 hours. It saw 
how the insecurity in the land could be 
a thing of the past in one day. Each time 
Boko Haram struck in the last era, the 
then opposition party saw a weakling in 
Jonathan and wasted no time in calling 
him unprintable names. While on the 
sidelines, fixing roads and giving Nigeri-
ans 24-hour of electricity  on a daily basis 
were no rocket signs. At that time they 
claimed Nigeria was split along religious 
and ethnic lines. They claimed there was 
hatred in the land. The party claimed that 
it lacked words to describe the level of 
corruption in the land.

The level of unemployment in the 
country they also saw as a minor problem 
that the APC can take care of in a jiffy. 
In fact, while they were outside power, 
they saw a Nigeria that could possibly 
be turned into a paradise within one 
week. What mattered to them was ‘give 
us the power.’ But to be candid, the op-
position was vibrant, always taking the 
Jonathan administration to task. Their 
propaganda machinery was fantastic. 
Lai Mohammed, who manned the beat 
did not disappoint, little wonder he was 
rewarded with a higher office – informa-
tion ministry. The leadership of the party 

ZEBULON AGOMUO

President Buhari
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Herdsmen crisis, insecurity and food security  

T
hese, indeed,  are 
strange times for our 
beloved nation. Harsh 
economic realities 
coupled with incessant 

fuel scarcity, unemployment, 
inflation, hunger and poverty have 
continued to make life tough for 
the people. To complicate things, 
insecurity has become a major 
source of anxiety.

Until recently, terrorism was 
alien to our culture. But recent 
occurrences have since altered 
the equation, no thanks to the 
dastardly acts of the Boko Haram 
sect. In the first half of 2014, Boko 
Haram killed more than 2,000 
innocent and hapless civilians in 
about 95 attacks. 

Sadly, as the war against 
Boko Haram made appreciable 
progress, out of the blues came 
yet another menace of a different 
kind, but with an equally potent 
capability to cold-heartedly waste 
human lives. Take the backseat 
Boko Haram, enters the rave of the 
moment, the Fulani herdsmen!

From Agatu in Benue State, 

BusinessDay avidly thrives on the mainstay of our core values of being The Fourth Estate, Credible, Independent, 
Entrepreneurial and Purpose-Driven.
•  The Fourth Estate: We take pride in being guarantors of liberal economic thought 
•  Credible: We believe in the principle of being objective, fair and fact-based 
•  Independent: Our quest for liberal economic thought means that we are independent of private and public interests.
•  Entrepreneurial: We constantly search for new opportunities, maintaining the highest ethical standards in all  we do
•  Purpose-Driven: We are committed to assembling a team of highly talented and motivated people that share 
    our vision, while treating them with respect and fairness.

To be a diversified 
provider of superior 
business, financial and 
management intelligence 
across platforms acces-
sible to our customers 
anywhere in the world.

MISSION 
STATEMENT 

OUR CORE VALUES 

www.businessdayonline.com

      

Dick Kramer - Chairman
Imo Itsueli

Mohammed Hayatudeen
Albert Alos

Funke Osibodu
Afolabi Oladele

Dayo Lawuyi
Vincent Maduka
Wole Obayomi
Maneesh Garg
Keith Richards

Opeyemi Agbaje
Amina Oyagbola

Bolanle Onagoruwa
Fola Laoye

Chuka Mordi
Sim Shagaya

Mezuo Nwuneli
Emeka Emuwa
Charles Anudu

Tunji Adegbesan
Eyo Ekpo

EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARD

PUBLISHER/CEO
Frank Aigbogun

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Prof. Onwuchekwa Jemie

EDITOR
Zebulon Agomuo
 
DEPUTY EDITOR
John Osadolor, Abuja

ASSISTANT  EDITOR
Chuks Oluigbo

NEWS EDITOR
Patrick Atuanya 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
SALES AND MARKETING 
Kola Garuba

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, OPERATIONS 
Fabian Akagha

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, DIGITAL SERVICES 
Oghenevwoke Ighure

ADVERT MANAGER
Adeola Ajewole

MANAGER, SYSTEMS & CONTROL
Emeka Ifeanyi

HEAD OF SALES, CONFERENCES
Rerhe Idonije

SUBSCRIPTIONS MANAGER 
Patrick Ijegbai

CIRCULATION MANAGER 
John Okpaire

GM, BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT (North)
Bashir Ibrahim Hassan

GM, BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT (South)
Ignatius Chukwu

HEAD, HUMAN RESOURCES
Adeola Obisesan

} Lagos

NEWS ROOM
08022238495
08034009034
08033160837   Abuja

ADVERTISING 
01-2799110
08116759801
08082496194

SUBSCRIPTIONS
01-2799101
07032496069
07054563299

www.businessdayonline.com
The Brook, 
6 Point Road, GRA, Apapa, Lagos, 
Nigeria.
01-2799100

LEGAL ADVISERS
The Law Union

ENQUIRIES 

Akure in Ondo State, Bukuru area 
in Plateau State, Oke Ogun area 
in Oyo State, Gassaka and Bali 
Local Government Areas in Taraba 
State, to Nimbo in Enugu State and 
many other places, rampaging 
Fulani herdsmen seem to be on a 
mission to draw blood. And blood 
they are getting. Everywhere they 
go, sorrow, tears and blood trail 
them. Curiously, they operate in 
such audacious fashion that makes 
mockery of our national security 
arrangement.

Sadly, as it was the case at the 
onset of Boko Haram insurgency, 
the dastardly acts of Fulani 
herdsmen have not really been 
accorded the requisite handling by 
appropriate authorities. This brings 
us to the thorny issue of modus 
operandi of Fulani herdsmen. The 
odd thing is the kind of riffles being 
reportedly used by rampaging 
herdsmen across the country. It 
becomes curious as to what they 
could be doing with such combat- 
purposed assault rifles.

What could be the source of such 
dangerous ammunition? If there 
is indeed a source, then, like Boko 
Haram, there would definitely be 
sponsors. If there are sponsors, the 
next puzzle is: what could be their 
motives? Could it be that purported 
skirmishes by Fulani herdsmen 
across the country are just clever 
ploys by some ‘evil genius’ to further 

throw the country into prolonged 
chaos? Could it be that recent 
upsurge in herdsmen atrocities 
is being orchestrated by some 
‘powerful’ people with sinister 
intent to derail the country?  

The implication of the foregoing 
is that appropriate authorities 
need to methodically investigate 
recent increase in the reprehensible 
activities of Fulani herdsmen. It 
is vital to emphasise that military 
or police action alone might not 
suffice in thoroughly getting rid 
of the herdsmen challenge as it is 
with other such thorny security 
issues in the country. Sufficient 
intelligence must be gathered to 
really understand their motives, 
sponsors (if any) and grouses. It 
has been argued that the herdsmen 
‘insurgency’ is being spearheaded 
by rascals from neighbouring 
countries. This claim must be 
properly verified and appropriate 
action taken if it is found to be real.

If not quickly tackled, the 
implication of herdsmen attacks 
on food security in the country 
could be calamitous. Constant 
encroachment on farmlands by 
herds of cattle will no doubt affect 
the output of crops coming from 
the North, the region relied mainly 
upon for the provision of foodstuffs 
and fruits in the country.

In Jigawa State alone, more than 
70 cases of conflicts have been 
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recorded since the beginning of the 
2015 farming season. These cases 
bordered on encroachment into 
farms by cattle and farmers’ misuse 
of cattle routes. The situation is 
not different in Nassarawa and 
Benue States, the food baskets of 
the nation, as Fulani herdsmen 
persistently engage farmers in 
feuds that often result in serious 
causalities on both sides.

But as frightening as the 
issue appears, with the required 
political will, it could be logically 
addressed. To avert future bloody 
clashes between herdsmen and 
farmers, the Federal Government 
should creatively strategize with 
relevant stakeholders to find a 
lasting solution to the problem. 
One thing that can be done to 
reduce the tension is to establish 
grazing zones across the country 
for the herdsmen. Once this is done, 
government should ensure that the 
herdsmen strictly comply with the 
grazing zone arrangement. This 
would, no doubt, greatly reduce 
friction over land resources. 
Equally, concerted efforts should 
be made to address the armed cattle 
rustling rings reportedly wreaking 
havoc in the northern part of the 
country.

Ogunbiyi is of the Ministry of 
Information & Strategy, Alausa, 
Ikeja, Lagos.
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W
e  l i v e  i n 
troubled and 
t u r b u l e n t 
times. The last 
twelve months 

have seen a series of shocks 
to the multilateral system that 
has underpinned geopolitical 
stability since the end of the 
Second World War, and the year 
ahead is likely to bring more 
disruption and uncertainty.

The nuclear tensions on 
the Korean Peninsula remain 
among the most acute and 
u r g e n t  t h r e a t s  t o  g l o b a l 
p e a c e .  T h e y  c a n  o n l y  b e 
resolved in 2018 if leaders in 
Washington and Pyongyang 

2018: Building a world 
Madiba would be proud of
address the issues in a calm, 
s ob er  and resp e ct ful  way, 
with the support of the United 
Nations.

A  s i m i l a r  a p p r o a c h , 
which respects multilateral 
p r o c e s s e s ,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
l a w  a n d  h u m a n  r i g h t s , 
w i l l  b e  n e e d e d  t o  d e f u s e 
dangerous tensions in Israel 
a n d  Pa l e s t i n e.  A s  e v e r,  i t 
i s  o r d i n a r y  p e o p l e  w h o 
su f f e r  w h e n  l e a d e r s  ma ke 
rash decisions and deploy 
i n f la m mato r y  rh e to r i c  f o r 
political goals.

A s  w e  c o n t e m p l a t e  t h e 
future, it is also important to 
study the past for valuable 
lessons and perspectives.

In 1918, one hundred years 
ago, the First World War was 
entering its final year, whilst 
independence movements 
were stirring in African and 
Asian countries still ruled and 
repressed by Western colonial 

where there is despair”.
Fear, conflict and despair 

are all too abundant in today’s 
world. From Syria to South 
Sudan, Yemen to Myanmar, 
states and regions are wracked 
by vicious, pitiless conflicts.

Terrorism spreads a bloody 
stain across the globe, from 
the streets of London to the 
sands of  the Sinai,  slaying 
i n n o c e n t s  i n  a n  o b s c e n e 
offence against our civilised 
human values.

How we respond to these 
atrocities is a test of these 
values. Whatever the outrage, 
there can be no excuse for 
torture, extra-judicial killings, 
c o l l e c t i v e  p u n i s h m e n t  o f 
w h o l e  c o m m u n i t i e s  o r  a 
clampdown on freedom of 
speech or human rights.

When Nelson Mandela left 
prison in 1990 after 27 years 
o f  i n ca rc e rat i o n ,  h e  k n e w 
that  the only way to build 

a free and just society was 
to act with what he termed 
“ k i n d n e s s  a n d  g e n e r o u s 
accommodation”.

The Elders will  promote 
this spirit in 2018 through our 
“Walk Together” campaign, 
launched last  July to mark 
our tenth anniversary. We will 
shine a light on civil society 
activists fighting for peace, 
health, justice and equality, 
who in their own way inspire 
hope and continue Madiba’s 
long walk to freedom.

I n  t h e  y e a r  a h e a d ,  w e 
must show the same courage 
as Nelson Mandela, to walk 
together with compassion and 
empathy, and help build a world 
of which he would be proud.

T h i s  s t a t e m e n t , 
c u l l e d  f r o m  h t t p : / / w w w.
kofiannanfoundation.org, 
was originally published on 
the website of the Elders.
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powers.
Resolving violent conflicts, 

respecting the rights of self-
determination for oppressed 
p e o p l e s  a n d  p r o t e c t i n g 
universal freedoms are just 
as important now as then. 
And there is a thread that ties 
these values to both points 
in t ime:  the l i fe  of  Nelson 
Mandela.

2018 marks the centenary 
of his birth, and affords us 
a  chance to  ref le ct  on his 
legacy. Throughout the long 
years of Mandela’s struggle 
against apartheid, he never 
abandoned hope – and nor 
d i d  h e  e v e r  c o n c e d e  h i s 
principles or compromise on 
his commitments.

When Madiba founded The 
Elders in 2007, he gave us a 
specific mandate: to “support 
courage where there is fear, 
foster agreement where there 
is conflict, and inspire hope 

We cherish readers’ reactions to stories and articles published in BusinessDay. All such reactions, which must not be more than  250 words, 
should be sent to bdsundayletter@businessdayonline.com with names and addresses of writers.  The star letter every week will be re-

Employees are our great-
est asset. Then why do 
most companies treat 

employees poorly? Any strat-
egy or business plan relies 
on motivated and engaged 
people to make it happen.

One company I worked at, 
you could work until 7:00pm. 
And, no one would say a word 
and no, they didn’t pay any 
kind of overtime. However, 
when it was time for annual 
per for mance reviews they 
could list every mistake an 
employee has made. It was a 
morale killer. So employees 
be came dis engage d.  The y 

If you treat employees like they don’t 
make a difference, they won’t

would come to work on time, 
do their assigned duties and 
give nothing extra.

“If you don’t show appre-
ciation to those that deserve 
it, they’ll learn to stop doing 
the things you appreciate.”

If an employer treats people 
poorly, they aren’t going to 
put the same level of effort 
into what they do. When you 
have a bunch of employees 
who refuse to go the extra mile 
to help a customer or to help 
the business grow, your com-
pany is in trouble. Worse, they 
will tell others about their ex-
perience. If a company seems 
to have trouble hiring good 
personnel, it may be time to 
evaluate how employees are 
treated after the hire.

R e s e a rc h  c o n d u c t e d  by 
Globoforce found 78 percent 

of workers said they would 
work harder if  their efforts 
were better recognized and 
appreciated.  Authenticity, 
respect and being a people 
builder get noticed and re-
spected by employees.

Don’t take your employees 
for granted. No one likes to 
feel undervalued. Companies 
should always look to reward 
employees who put in the ef-
fort and deliver results. How-
ever, this must come from a 
root of authenticity, otherwise 
employees won’t  buy into 
anything you do. It starts with 
treating employees well. Some-
times it’s the little things you 
do that count the most. Always 
acknowledge employees’ ef-
forts and contributions openly. 
Let them know how much you 
value them. “People work for 

money but go the extra mile 
for praise, recognition and 
rewards,” says Dale Carnegie.

A  Ma r i t z  s t u d y  i n  2 0 1 0 
showed more than 84 percent 
of  employees viewed their 
company as a great place to 
work if it had three or more 
reward and recognition pro-
grams in place. Companies 
that truly care for their em-
ployees get a ROI that is im-
measurable. The ROI is in-
creased productivity as well as 
employees being great brand 
ambassadors. This is price-
less! “Customers will never 
love a company until the em-
ployees love it first,” according 
to Simon Sinek.

Your employees know your 
c u s t o m e r s  b e s t .  T h e y  u s e 
your internal tools and sys-
tems every day. They have the 

answers on how to improve 
customer ser vice and your 
products. They have the solu-
tions on how to improve sys-
tems which can save money by 
driving efficiencies. Rewards, 
recognition, appreciation go 
a long way to keep people en-
gaged and productive.

Most businesses put cus-
tomers first while employees 
are just secondary. Employ-
ees are the branches of a tree 
that make a company grow. 
In order to remain strong in 
an industry, employees have 
to be kept happy. If you want 
to get the best out of  your 
employees – treat them well. 
Demonstrate that you value 
people and they, in turn, will 
take care of customers.

Culled from linkedin.com

KOFI ANNAN

BRIGETTE HYACINTH

Annan, a former Secretary-General 
of the United Nations, is Chair of 

the Kofi Annan Foundation and the 
Elders.

Hyacinth is the author of The Future of 
Leadership: Rise of Automation, Robot-

ics and Artificial Intelligence.
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Towards a food-secure Africa

D
evelopment experts 
and political leaders 
agree that Africa’s 
enormous agricultur-
al potential, if tapped, 

can feed the continent and spur 
socio-economic growth. 

In its 2016–2025 strategy for 
agricultural transformation in 
Africa, the African Development 
Bank (AfDB) advises governments 
to empower smallholder farm-
ers to sustainably and profitably 
produce more food and achieve a 
food-secure continent.

That means strengthening the 
bargaining power of small-scale 
farmers and giving them access 
to improved soil that will increase 
yields, fertilizer and markets to en-
hance their incomes and well-being. 

At a ministerial roundtable in 
the margins of the 2016 Korea-
Africa Economic Cooperation 
Conference in Seoul, South Ko-
rea, AfDB’s president Akinwumi 
Adesina said, “To achieve food 
sufficiency and turn the continent 
into a net food exporter, Africa 
must empower smallholder farm-
ers, who constitute 70 percent of 
the population and produce 80 
percent of the food consumed in 
the continent.”

Bukar Tijani, the assistant 
director-general and regional 
representative for Africa at the 
UN’s Food and Agricultureal Or-
ganizsation (FAO), reinforces that 
“the key to Africa’s food security 
lies in the smallholder farmer.” 

Africa is home to more than 
half of the world’s unused arable 
land, but the continent remains 
food insecure, with millions of 
people experiencing chronic hun-
ger and facing famine, according 
to the Alliance for a Green Revo-
lution in Africa (AGRA), an orga-
nization that provides support to 
small-scale farmers, in its Africa 
Agriculture Status Report 2017. 

In addition to helping small-
holder farmers, governments and 
other stakeholders need to look 
at ways of empowering youth 
with knowledge, skills and other 
resources. According to Agnes 
Kalibata, the president of AGRA, it 
is important to “invest in modern 
technologies and give the youth 
and women more resources to ven-
ture into productive agriculture.” 

For Alex Awiti, the director 
at the East African Institute, a 
policy research organisation, the 
key to food security is to develop 
policies and strategies that address 
the needs of smallholder farmers. 
Agricultural policies are not in 
short supply on the continent; 
the problem has always been the 
implementation of policies.

“Improving agricultural pro-
ductivity is a complex public 
policy problem—it is influenced 
by a number of complex socio-

economic and political factors,” 
says Dr. Awiti. 

Factors inhibiting smallholder 
farmers include the ineffective 
application of fertilizers; farmers 
do not use fertilizer deep place-
ment (FDP), which increases yield. 
In addition, good-quality seeds 
and fertilizers are often difficult 
to come by and unaffordable to 
smallholder farmers even when 
they can be found.

All of this often leads to low 
agricultural productivity.

“Fertilizer use in smallholder 
farms in Africa is 13 to 20 ki-
logrammes per hectare. This is 
about a tenth of the global aver-
age,” explains Dr. Awiti. 

Large-scale farms 
Despite the obvious socio-

economic benefits of investing 
in small-scale farming, African 
governments prefer to focus on 
large-scale commercial farms, 
due to the perceived difficulty of 
dealing with tens of thousands of 
smallholder farmers. 

Dr. Awiti says that a lack of 
fertilizers, a weak value chain and 
production losses during storage 
and distribution stages destroy 
agricultural economies and demo-
tivate smallholder farmers who 
lack basic storage and processing 
facilities and technical knowl-
edge. When smallholder farmers 
can produce more without fear 
that their yields will be wasted, 
the agricultural sector will grow.

“Many smallholder farmers in 
Ghana farm on poor and degraded 
soils and lack access to affordable 
and appropriate inputs, includ-
ing quality seeds, fertilizers and 
pesticides,” says Kofi Yeboah, a 
young Ghanaian entrepreneur. 
These farmers are now calling on 
their government to subsidize the 

prohibitive costs of fertilizers. 
A small group of Ghanaian 

companies import fertilizers to 
the country and further negotiate 
with the government to set prices. 
Farmers in remote areas complain 
that fertilizers do not reach them. 

In South Africa, smallholder 
farmers do not have adequate 
access to research and exten-
sion services, says Mabine Seabe, 
who advocates for the empower-
ment of farmers. Worse, they 
lack strong negotiation skills and 
information about prices. All of 
this means that South African 
smallholder farmers do not re-
ceive optimal earnings for their 
produce. Even when farmers have 
the right information regarding 
prices, they are unable to access 
the big markets and are therefore 
compelled to sell their produce to 
middlemen who own distribu-
tive networks and make most of 
the profit.  

“Small-scale farmers and the 
youth do not receive necessary 
funding and support from govern-
ment and financial institutions 
due partly to high risks associated 
with farming,” says Mr. Seabe, 
adding that government has 
been slow to enact land reforms 
and redistribution policies. Land 
reforms are a difficult issue: only 
Zimbabwe has implemented 
them, and it was a politically and 
racially charged undertaking.

Maputo declaration
Ethiopia is facing food short-

ages caused by drought. Mean-
while, over 20 percent of the total 
crop yield in Ethiopia is lost to poor 
post-harvest handling (PHL). To 
address this problem in Ethiopia, 
Shayashone, a nonprofit organiza-
tion dealing in agricultural logis-
tics, strategy and business model 

development, among other things, 
is supporting smallholder farmers 
with storage technology. Yared 
Sasa, the head of the organization, 
says, “Farmers need adequate new 
technology and capacity building 
to mitigate crop damage during 
storage by pests.” 

Shayashone has partnered 
with Cooperatives for Change 
(C4C), a nonprofit international 
development organization from 
Netherlands, to promote in Ethio-
pia’s Oromia region the use of an 
improved storage bag created by 
the PICS (Purdue Improved Crop 
Storage) project.  

Despite multiple constraints 
faced by African small-scale 
farmers, government investment 
in agriculture has doubled since 
2010, the Brookings Institution, a 
US-based nonprofit public policy 
organization, reported this year. 
But such investments are still 
less than 2 percent of national 
budgets—far below the 10 percent 
threshold African leaders agreed 
to invest in the sector in their Ma-
puto Declaration in 2003. 

In 2017, 14 years after the Ma-
puto Declaration, most countries 
have not yet met the 10 percent 
target. The few that have met the 
target include Ethiopia, Madagas-
car, Malawi, Mali and Namibia. 

Mr. Tijani of FAO advises Af-
rican governments and other 
investors in agriculture to raise 
awareness among the youth of the 
benefits of agriculture and how its 
value chains work. Young people 
should not engage in farming 
only for lack of better opportuni-
ties; they need to be aware that it 
is a gainful occupation, he says, 
adding, “African youth can be 
powerful drivers of change to 
lift themselves and others out of 

poverty, hunger and malnutri-
tion.” Unfortunately, many don’t 
consider agriculture a potentially 
lucrative venture. 

About 200 million Africans 
are between the ages of 15 and 
24, and these young people are an 
untapped reservoir for spurring 
growth in the agri-food sector. 
Governments should give them 
property rights, farming and 
digital technologies, and other 
value-chain opportunities, says 
Mr. Awiti. “This will place them 
at the nerve center of agricultural 
e-commerce.” 

Yara International, an organi-
zation fighting famine globally, 
helped create the Southern Ag-
ricultural Corridor of Tanzania 
(SAGCOT), an ambitious govern-
ment-led public-private initiative 
aiming to revitalize 300,000 square 
kilometers of arable land. The 
initiative is expected to boost the 
incomes of thousands of farmers.

Over the last decade, the Tanza-
nian government has encouraged 
investment in commercial rice, 
sugar and maize farming and 
processing facilities. “This created 
ready markets for produce, as 
government targets, supports and 
links rice farmers to the market,” 
says James Craske, Yara’s country 
manager in Kenya.

Already the anticipated in-
crease in productivity has trig-
gered a demand for more fertiliz-
ers. To meet such demand, Yara set 
up a $26 million fertilizer terminal 
in the capital, Dar es Salaam, even 
as the organization and Tanzania’s 
government are working with 
local banks to provide financing 
for farmers. The model will create 
thousands of new jobs and raise 
incomes for millions of farmers. 

The Tanzanian model address-
es food insecurity, youth unem-
ployment and socio-economic 
exclusions. It can potentially spur 
rural development. However, the 
model has been criticized for de-
stroying state-owned mangroves 
that provided food security for 
many citizens.

Head of the Africa Progress 
Panel and former UN secretary-
general Kofi Annan believes that 
Africa can close the productivity 
gap in the agriculture value chain. 
“Africa’s smallholder farmers are 
more than capable of feeding the 
continent as long as they make use 
of the latest agronomic practices in 
combination with appropriately 
adapted seeds and fertilizers to 
boost their crop yield.” 

The question remains: How 
far and how quickly are African 
governments willing to go to 
empower smallholder farmers to 
achieve the goal of a food-secure 
continent?    

Obonyo is Africa’s representa-
tive to the World Bank’s Global 
Coordination Board on Youth and 
Anti-Corruption. 

Culled from Africa Renewal

Experts urge empowerment of smallholder farmers
RAPHAEL OBONYO



Nigeria: The pastoral conflict takes a deadlier turn

H
assana Abdul-
lahu was three 
days  old .  She 
w a s  k i l l e d  at 
S h e f a ra n  v i l -

lage, Numan Local Govern-
ment Area, Adamawa State 
on Tuesday, 21 November, 
2017.

Shikaan Junior Kende was 
a year old. He was killed, 
alongside his father, Shikaan 
Senior, in Saghev, Guma Lo-
cal Government Area, Benue 
State, on Tuesday, 2 January, 
2018.

Hassana never knew that 
her ethnicity was Fulani. 
Shikaan Junior never knew 
that his ethnicity was Tiv. 
Neither had ever heard of Ni-
geria, but their parents had, 
and Nigeria failed all of them 
when they were murdered.

The escalation in the pas-
toral conflict between no-
madic cattle rearers, who 
are mainly of the Fulani 
ethnic group, and farmers 
from various ethnic groups 
indigenous to Nigeria’s Mid-
dle-Belt has led to the large 
scale destruction of lives and 
property in various parts of 
the country.

The prol iferation,  and 
spread of these incidents, 
coupled with a lackadaisical 
attitude, and in many cases, 
inaction of the government 
s e curity agencies has le d 
to the perpetrators of these 
crimes going unpunished, 
and many communities be-
lieving that they are left with 
little choice than to resort to 
self-help.

There has been an esca-
lation in the number of at-
tacks by herdsmen from the 
early days of December 2017. 
These followed the massa-
cres of four mainly Fulani 
communities in Adamawa 
state. While clashes have 
been reported in almost all 
of the states that comprise 
the traditional Middle-Belt 
region, a disproportionate 
portion of the violence in 
this new wave of attacks has 
centred on three states, Ad-
amawa, Benue and Taraba.

It is noteworthy that in 
a December incident, the 
Air Force refused to engage 
herdsmen despite being fired 
upon. This has had important 
consequences. The new at-
tacks in Benue have led to 
large street protests in towns 
and cities across the state, 
and the capital, Makurdi, and 
calls for President Muham-
madu Buhari to act now or 
resign. The Nigerian Police 
in an attempt to control the 
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aggrieved protesters fired 
live bullets at them, causing 
injuries to protesters. Follow-
ing this action by the police, 
many in the Middle Belt 
referred to the December 21 
incident involving the Air 
Force as evidence that the 
Fe deral  Government has 
taken sides with the Fulani 
in this conflict.

As part of enquiries for 
this report, the Miyetti Al-
lah C attle Breeders Asso-

FROM A REPORT BY SBM INTELLIGENCE

ciation and Sesôr provided 
SBM Intelligence with lists 
of casualties on both sides 
of the conflict. The list pro-
vided by Miyetti Allah is of 
people who were killed in 
and around Numan in Ad-
amawa state in November 
2017, while the list provided 
by Sesôr was collected from 
victims at the Benue State 
University Teaching Hospital 
following the attacks of early 
January 2018.

Analysis
In the search for suitable 

pastures and water for their 
cattle, herdsmen, usually, 
but not solely of the Fulani 
stock from the far north-
ern parts  of  the c ountry 
move their herds, mostly on 
foot, through different states 
across the c ountry often 
stopping at designated points 
to drop off some of their stock 
at cattle markets, to fulfil the 
beef supply needs of local 
consumers.

Resistance from many lo-
cal communities and farm 
owners to these movements 
led to the Nigerian Grazing 
Reserve Act of 1964 which 
provided for grazing areas 
and paths for the passage of 
livestock. Following the col-
lapse of Nigeria’s First Repub-
lic, the paths set out in 1964’s 
Act slowly went into disuse 
and development set in. Ar-
eas previously designated as 
grazing routes were given 
out for real estate develop-
ment, road construction, and 
industries, forcing the herds-
men deeper into farmland. 
In some cases, accommoda-
tion was reached after inci-
dents of encroachment, but 
as Nigeria’s border controls 
have gotten more lax, there 
has been a proliferation of 
weapons, making it easier for 
people to resort to violence to 
settle disputes.

In previous reports, we 
have talked about various 
g r o u p s ,  n o t ab l y  e t h n i c -
based groups like the Fulani 
militia, and the Tarok militia 
having ac c ess to military 
grade weap onry.  As hap-
pened in Agatu and Ukpabi-
Nimbo in 2016, the ongoing 
action in Benue state again 
c o n f i r m s  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n 
of military grade weapons 
at least by militia that are 
aligned with organisations 
such as the Miyetti Allah 
Cattle Breeders Association. 
It is vital that the federal 
government makes efforts 
to disarm these groups as a 
matter of urgency.

The Fulani militia are not 
the only militia in Nigeria 
that are in possession of such 
weapons; other groups, most 
notably Boko Haram, and 
various group in the Niger 
Delta have such weapons. 
Disarming them will be chal-
lenging, but must be done. 
The Nigerian state cannot 
afford to cede the control of 
violence within its borders to 
various, incompatible groups.

In the midst of this, the 
discussion of pastoralism in 
Nigeria has taken on a secu-
rity colouration while the 

potential positive economic 
effects are neglected, in part 
because of the lack of an 
effective governing frame-
work. The groups of people 
that are actively involved in 
pastoral activities in Nigeria 
are the Kanembu, Kwoya, 
Manga, Fulbe (Fulani) and 
the Shuwa Arabs.

The Fulbe are the largest 
owners of livestock account-
ing for about 90 percent of 
the country’s stock, which 
contributes 1.58 percent of 
the national GDP, accord-
ing to the National Bureau 
of Statistics’ 2017 Q3 GDP 
report. According to a 2014 
analysis, the Nigerian cat-
tle market generates only 
US$6.8 billion of a potential 
US$20 billion per year due 
to local strife and the in-
ability of the government 
to fully recognise the indus-
try. In an economy in need 
of diversification, ramping 
u p  n at i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u ra l 
production will necessarily 
require a resolution to this 
conflict.

The economic impact of 
the strife is multi-faceted. 
First ,  the cattle  industry 
is underperforming. Com-
merce always provides an 
incentive for all involved to 
improve the value provided. 
If  farmers knew s ome of 
their produce could be trad-
ed with the herdsmen for 
acceptable payment, there 
would be the incentive to 
provide quality feeds to the 
herders’ cattle, improving 
the meat and milk yields.

A second level of this is 
the fact that the violence 
decimates communities that 
would have been potential 
markets  for  the herders . 
Many communities in the af-
fected regions have emptied 
out, creating a refugee situ-
ation that has increased the 
strain on government coffers.

Perhaps an even bigger 
threat is to Nigeria’s food 
security. Cattle is a source 
of  b e ef  and the s e curity 
threatens the ability to get 
them to their markets in 
the south. Most of the com-
mu n i t i e s  i n  t h e  M i d d l e -
Belt where the attacks have 
taken place are in the much 
vaunted food basket of the 
c ountry. The Middle-Belt 
has traditionally been one 
of Nigeria’s most agricultur-
ally productive regions. It is 
not an exaggeration to note 
that the current pastoral 
conflict raging across key 
Middle-Belt states probably 
has more economic implica-
tions to the country than the 
Boko Haram conflict.



N
E PA D  r e c e n t l y 
released a skills 
and employment 
strategy. What are 
the aims of that 

strategy?
The main purpose of the 

skills strategy is to allow a 
sound interaction between 
technical and vocational train-
ing centres and the private 
sector. In the past, governments 
invested in technical and voca-
tional training centres without 
interacting with the private 
sector. And people coming out 
of these centres could not find 
jobs. The new model will en-
sure that this mismatch is tack-
led. This will mean mapping 
out these vocational centres, 
which have been neglected in 
the past 20 years, analyzing 
their capacities, their limits, 
their adaptation to employ-
ment markets, and identifying 
sectors where people leaving 
the centres could be employed. 
Thereafter, platforms of private 
sectors will allow for interac-
tions and better planning of 
ne e ds and an employment 
strategy. We have started this 
in some countries, including 
C ameroon, Kenya, Nigeria, 
South Africa and Tunisia. 

Is this an Africa-wide ini-
tiative?

Absolutely! We have the 
support of the African Union 
[AU]. The idea is to allow the 
sharing of best practices and to 
have a policy framework that 
can be disseminated all over.

What is the endgame? 
The outcome is employment. 

This programme will not guar-
antee massive employment, 
but at least it will present a 
mechanism and an instrument 
that can give governments a 
system through which to tackle 
massive unemployment. The 
ambition is to demonstrate 
that there is a functioning 
mechanism. 

How can employment ad-
dress inequality on the con-
tinent?

That’s a good question. In-
equality equation is very sim-
ple: if you have 75 percent of 
the population under 25 years, 
and you have an unemploy-
ment rate that is more than 
25 percent, de facto you have 
inequality because a massive 
proportion of the population 
doesn’t have a means to sur-
vive. The worst thing about Af-
rica is that there is inequality, 
and the bulk of the population 
is young. The young people are 
not waiting for inequality to be 
solved in the medium or long 

New Africa-wide initiative 
will create jobs – NEPAD CEO

toward strengthening the ca-
pacities of RECs?

Their capacities differ. The 
East African Community has a 
strong capacity; the Economic 
Community of West African 
States and the Southern Afri-
can Development Community 
too. The Economic Community 
of Central African States has a 
weaker capacity. But wherever 
RECs are strong it means the 
leaders of the region want their 
region to be strong and they 
believe in regional integration.

Is there a correlation be-
tween the extent of regional 
integration and the level of 
regional development?

Abs olutely,  b e caus e the 
main objective of a REC is a 
strong regional market, which 
translates to good infrastruc-
ture and increased levels of 
movement of goods. 

Why do you think investors 
mostly target Africa’s extrac-
tive industry?

I will answer you indirectly. 
[Former South African] Presi-
dent Thabo Mbeki’s report on 
Illicit Financial Flows [IFFs] 
states that up to $50 billion 
could be getting out of Africa 
annually and 75 percent of 
that is from internationals not 
paying their taxes. Who are 
these internationals? They are 
the ones in the mining sector. 

So you have the answer to the 
question.

Have you figured out the 
solution to IFFs?

The solution is to strengthen 
our governance and taxation 
systems. 

Africans also collude with 
internationals.

You need to be two to be 
corrupt. But fundamentally, 
corruption exists but is largely 
inferior to fiscal evasion.

How do you foresee Africa’s 
development in the next 10 
years?

Africa is progressing, but 
not everywhere, and not ev-
erybody is progressing. The 
best way to solve inequality 
is to create jobs; the best way 
to create jobs is to establish 
labour-intensive industries, 
and agricultural transforma-
tion is fundamental. 

Is Africa a hopeless or a ris-
ing continent?

I never believed in “hope-
less” nor in “rising.” The phrase 
“Africa is rising” was mostly 
promoted by big consultancy 
firms that wanted to attract 
clients to the continent. Even 
when we had a high growth 
rate, the growth rate did not 
create jobs. So today I will say 
that Africa is “learning.”   

Culled from Africa Renewal.
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term; they want inequality 
solved now. This puts pressure 
on public policy makers. And 
if we are not careful it can be 
a source of conflict and gover-
nance instability. We have seen 
it in Tunisia, Egypt, indirectly 
in Mali and Burkina Faso. 

How does your initiative 
benefit women? 

When we say youth it in-
cludes young women. When 
we speak about rural trans-
formation and diversification 
of rural economies, we realize 
that most small-scale farmers 
in Africa are rural women. So 
if we want micro, small and 
medium enterprises to be the 
engine of rural economic di-
versification, we need to em-
power women as private sector 
operators. 

What’s the status of the 
hundreds of projects in the 
Programme for Infrastructure 
Development in Africa (PIDA)?

I will explain. Before PIDA 
became the continental frame-
work six years ago, we had 
RECs [Regional Economic Com-
munities] defining their master 
plans, but these master plans 
did not connect at the conti-
nental level. So what the AU 
and the African Development 
Bank did was to bring coher-
ence into all these REC master 
plans and c ome up with a 
continental plan—PIDA. This 
continental plan is like a bas-
ket where we pool these 250 
projects. These then need to 
be segmented into projects that 
are in the stage of idea, prefea-
sibility and projects that have 
gone through feasibility studies 
and are bankable. 

Are you implementing all 
250 projects?

We did a prioritization of 
the 250 projects, and we came 
up with a priority action plan 
of PIDA that consisted of 50 
projects. Out of these we liaised 
with the private sector to see 
the potentially most feasible 
projects, and we identified 16 
of them. Now we have a basket 
of about 20. These are regional 
projects, such as the Lagos-
Abidjan transport corridor, 
the Zambia-Tanzania-Kenya 
power transmission line, the 
Lagos-Algiers highway, the 
Brazzaville-Kinshasa bridge, 
etc. Now we have the issue of 
getting these projects to bank-
ability, to a financial close. We 
cannot do that without the 
private sector. We created the 
Continental Business Network 
two years ago as a platform 
for private-sector operators to 
engage with heads of state and 

discuss their involvement and 
whatever issues affect their op-
erations in terms of regulatory 
frameworks. 

What’s the status of the 
Lagos-Algiers Trans-Sahara 
highway?

It is done. You can consider 
it done because we have only 
less than 30 km left. 

You have said before that 
financing is not Africa’s prob-
lem. Really?

Yes. To develop a quality 
project and have it be bank-
able, you need capacity such 
as financial engineers, sector 
engineers, transport, energy 
and others. The reality is that 
our RECs do not have these 
capacities. Second, if you want 
to bring investors to cross-
boundary projects, you need 
to solve the issue of regulatory 
harmonization. For example, 
if in Togo there is a rule and in 
neighbouring Benin there is a 
different rule, investors will 
not be interested. In this regard, 
the Economic Commission for 
Africa is supporting us and has 
gone very far in formulating a 
model law based on harmoniza-
tion of regulatory frameworks 
that will help attract private 
investors to cross-boundary 
projects. It’s a house we are 
constructing.

How far have you gone 

Ibrahim Assane Mayaki

Ibrahim Assane Mayaki is the chief executive officer of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development Agency (NEPAD), the imple-
mentation organ of the African Union that mobilises resources and coordinates the development of projects on the continent. In the 
margins of the 72nd United Nations General Assembly, Dr. Mayaki, a former prime minister of Niger, sat down for an interview with 
Africa Renewal’s Kingsley Ighobor on the latest socioeconomic developments on the continent. These are excerpts.
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‘Nigerians must pray for God’s intervention 
to avert bloodletting in the land’

The year 2018 will be domi-
nated by political alignments 
and realignments as politicians 
get set for next year’s general 
elections. What are your expec-
tations for the nation and what 
steps can be taken to avoid any 
misgiving? 

L
et’s take it as the Lord 
directs. I can see that 
the Nigerian economy 
will be nothing to write 
home about. It is obvious 

that Nigeria needs a messiah but 
I can see that it is not the APC or 
PDP that can save Nigeria or move 
the country forward. In fact, no 
political party can save Nigeria. 
We should continue to pray for 
a messiah. I also do not see an 
Igbo man emerging president of 
Nigeria even in 2023. I see the 
Igbo emerging as vice-president. 
The second term bid of President 
Muhammadu Buhari will tear the 
Northerners as well as the Senate 
and House of Representatives 
members apart. It will be a hectic 
task for the PDP to remain as one 
united political party like before. 
Serious disagreement will erupt 
and some people will be out to 
create a crack in the party. So the 
party has to be very, very careful 
and prayerful.

For the APC, the party top-
notch will battle hard to hold the 
party and keep it in peace and 
intact, yet I foresee serious fric-
tion and rancour brewing in the 
party in 2018. The government 
will be unrelenting in fighting 
corruption but corruption will 
be holding the country back. I 
see the cabal fuelling corruption, 
one way or the other, in govern-
ment and causing other issues 
to hold government to ransom. 
Some government policies and 
terms may prove difficult to be 
properly defined to move the 
country forward. I see the likes 
of Bukola Saraki, Aminu Tam-
buwal, Kwankwaso, Babatunde 
Fashola, Ibikunle Amosun, Pat 
Utomi and Rotimi Amaechi as 
potential presidential material 
for the APC in the nearest future. 
In the PDP, I foresee the likes of 
Ahmed Markafi, Shekerau, Sule 
Lamido, Atiku Abubakar and 
Donald Duke as capable of wres-
tling power from Buhari of the 
APC. However, it is not going to 
be easy for former Vice President 
Atiku Abubakar as he will need 
to do wide consultations and 
constantly listen to the warnings 

of the Lord.
In 2018, food for the com-

mon man will still be difficult to 
come by. The fluctuation in the 
economy may lead to hunger 
and poverty. This may cause 
serious uneasiness in the gov-
ernment and ultimately weaken 
the government. So the country 
must pray seriously for God`s 
intervention to enable govern-
ment to do what is right at the 
appropriate time. Pensioners will 
mount pressure on the various 
tiers of government in protest 
over non-payment of their pen-
sion arrears, while the Nigerian 
Labour Congress (NLC) will be 
out there breathing down on 
government over the issue of 
minimum wage review. This 
will degenerate to the stage that 
people will start throwing stones 
on their governors in some states 
of the federation and there will 
be workers’ strike here and there 
over the Paris fund.  

 What about individuals in 
the country, any need for special 
prayers for God’s intervention?

Nigerians should pray for 
good health and long life for 
Ernest Shonekan, Wole Soy-
inka, IBB, Femi Falana, Olu Falae, 
Chukwuemeka Ezeife, Alaafin 
of Oyo, Olubadan, Awujale, 
Christopher Kolade and Lateef 
Jakande. The case of Diezani Ali-
son Madueke will be covered up 
as more things will be exposed. 
Politicians will indulge in hate 
and violent speech, particularly 
between the PDP and APC, dur-
ing their political campaigns. 
Dasuki will be fighting for his 
freedom in the year. Biafra will 
witness the emergence of a new 
leader. Nnamdi Kanu’s where-
abouts will be known. The ju-
diciary will be reviewed and let 
us pray not to lose any judge and 
against fire outbreak in court. 
Let’s pray against death of any 
SAN. Lawyers may protest. Some 
states will have new chief judges. 
Some courts will be refurbished. 
Tell Bola Tinubu that his politi-
cal leadership in Lagos State will 
expire after 2019 because he will 
be betrayed by his loyalists and 
they will gang up against him 
and there will be a change of 
power. I see change in the leader-
ship of APC in Lagos State. I see 
some politicians, honourables, 
senators and governors being 
stoned ahead of 2019.

Let’s pray against Lassa fever, 

polio and cholera with monkey 
pox and water-borne diseases 
that may reoccur in Nigeria. The 
following states – Kano, Sokoto, 
Kaduna, Ebonyi, Akwa-Ibom, 
Oyo, Osun, Ekiti, Enugu, Imo, 
Lagos and Ogun – must guard 
against political tension. In Kogi, 
Yahaya Bello’s second term is 
not sure. Any serious person can 
take over from Yahaya Bello. If 
Abiodun Faleke is serious now 
he can unseat Yahaya Bello be-
cause Yahaya Bello will be get-
ting it wrong. APC may lose Imo 
State if it does not produce the 
right candidate. The present PDP 
government in Ekiti State must 
work hard and strategise well to 
win the hearts of the people, oth-
erwise the APC will win the gov-
ernorship election come 2018 in 
Ekiti State. Tell Governor Fayose 
of Ekiti State not to relax because 
there is fire on the mountain 
and the election will go beyond 
his expectation. People in Ekiti 
may gang up against the gover-
nor and his anointed candidate. 
There will be a lot of measure to 
prevent rigging. If APC wants to 
win then it should consider these 
candidates: Fayemi, Kayode Ojo, 
Oni, Babafemi Ojodu and Gbenga 
Aluko. In Osun State, APC needs 
to pick the right candidate to win 
the seat if they are in oneness 

and can strategise properly. So 
APC must do wider consultation 
and pick the right candidate for 
the job so as not to lose as there 
will be division amongst PDP. 
Yewa in Ogun State will be disap-
pointed in 2019.

The PDP national chairman 
must be very careful because 
of challenges and blackmail. 
He is ready to do his best for his 
party but some people may be 
battling him sideways. He must 
come closer to God. The BOT of 
PDP will have issues. Attempts 
will be made to remove the APC 
chairman. 

 What are the expectations 
from the Nigerian security ar-
chitecture with the incessant 
killings and attacks across the 
country?

There will be a major protest 
in Nigeria and high level cor-
ruption will be exposed in the 
military. That will negatively 
ridicule the military. Nigerian 
military should pray against 
attack in barracks. Let us pray 
against bomb explosion in La-
gos, Abuja, Maiduguri, Plateau, 
Rivers and Bauchi. Let us pray 
against police killing indiscrimi-
nately. I see the police and army 
going on protest. Let us pray 
against external attacks from 
any of the Nigerian borders. I 

see that strange revelations will 
begin to unfold about the Chibok 
girls. The people who sponsored 
their abduction will be unveiled 
and many other issues that will 
show that the dastardly act was 
politically motivated. Let us pray 
so that a plane doesn’t crash-land. 
We should also pray against 
crash of a helicopter or an air-
craft over running the runway 
or scandalous crash of an air 
force plane. We should also pray 
against killing of a DSS personnel 
by the army because there will 
be shooting between them. Let’s 
pray against problems between 
police and DSS, army and police. 
The IGP will face major chal-
lenges as some DSS commanders 
will be redeployed. Some kidnap 
kingpins will be arrested because 
kidnapping will take another 
dimension. Some sea pirates will 
also be arrested in Nigeria and 
most parts of Africa. The funds 
recovered from looters will not 
be used as expected. Let us pray 
against food poison that will be 
imported to Nigeria. We should 
pray against bad meat in the mar-
ket. Nigerians will be defrauded 
in another cybercrime, like the 
MMM.  

 What are the chances of 
APC/Buhari winning a second 
term bid in 2019?

I see President Buhari going 
into a lot of alliances for the 
presidential election. He will 
try to settle so many things, but 
his aides will continue to create 
problems for him. The only peo-
ple revealed to me as capable of 
stabilising Buhari’s government 
are Fashola, Saraki and Amaechi 
– they are very symbolic to play a 
strong role to help the president. 
Saraki in 2018 will do a lot in the 
National Assembly. This will 
make him very outstanding and 
exemplary amongst his peers 
that Nigerians will begin to ad-
mire and regard him the more. 
I also foresee that his CCT trial 
will not see the light of day as it 
will be perceived to be politically 
motivated. The presidential can-
didate of the PDP will be imposed 
by a consensus at the party’s 
presidential primaries. This will 
cause trouble for the party. If PDP 
picks its candidate amongst James 
Ngilari, Markafi, Shekarau, Don-
ald Duke, Sule Lamido, the party 
will be able to unseat Buhari. But 
they must seek the face of God 
before coming onboard.

Primate Babatunde Elijah Ayodele (JP), founder of Inri Evangelical Spiritual Church and Nigerian top seer, is 
noted for reeling out prophecies and spiritual declarations for the new year on a yearly basis. This year, he 
used the occasion for the media launch of his yearly prophecy book, ‘Warnings to the Nation’, as he made 
declarations on what to expect in 2018. SEYI JOHN SALAU was there.

Ayodele



Reflections on Gov. Ikpeazu’s New Year broadcast

I
n Leo Calvin Rosten’s work 
“Captain Newman M.D”, 
Destiny comes to an island 
and asks three of its inhab-
itants what they would do 

if he told them that tomorrow 
the island would be engulfed by 
a tidal wave. One man answered 
promptly that he would spend 
his remaining hours indulging 
himself with women and liquor. 
The second said he would go to 
his gods and pray. The third said 
he would quickly round up all 
the wise men on the island and 
start learning how to breathe 
under water. The position of 
the third character aptly re-
flects the importance of critical 
thinking in difficult situations 
and captures the current strides 
of Gov. Okezie Ikpeazu in Abia 
State.

Unarguably, the Nigerian 
economy has been in a very 
bad shape for some time, having 
slipped into recession mid-2016 
following two consecutive quar-
ters of negative GDP growth. 
The economy is just beginning 
to show signs of recovery, ac-
cording to data from the Na-
tional Bureau of Statistics (NBS). 
But what has baffled everyone 
is how Governor Ikpeazu has 
been able to navigate through 
the murky waters.

Gov. Ikpeazu’s 2018 New 
Year broadcast has raised more 
hopes for Abians as the gov-
ernor promised that the state 
government’s comprehensive, 
integrated Healthcare Delivery 
Framework would take more 
shape in 2018.

“We will strengthen our 
Secondary Healthcare Centres 
by ensuring that every local 
government area has a func-
tional and better-staffed Gen-
eral Hospital, which will serve 
as outreach base to our Primary 
Health Centres and minimize 
the distance and stress involved 
in accessing Tertiary Hospitals,” 
the governor said.

“We recently launched our 
Healthcare Outreach to the 
aged and vulnerable groups in 
our society, a novel programme, 
which will be strengthened and 
positioned to touch more lives in 
2018. We shall also commission 
our Specialist Hospital for child 
and maternal care, which is de-
signed to ensure that no child is 
lost at birth in Abia State from 
2018,” he said.

Worthy of mention here is 
the Healthcare Outreach to the 
aged and vulnerable groups. 
Abia State government, in its 
bid to accord special attention 
to vulnerable groups, recently 
created the Ministry for Special 
Duties, Vulnerable Groups/
Women, headed by Mrs. Pre-
cious Achumba, alongside other 
six new ministries. 

The imp ortanc e of  this 
health-care outreach cannot be 
over-emphasised because of the 

special place vulnerable groups 
occupy in our society. Vulner-
able groups are groups who, for 
some reasons, are weak and vul-
nerable to human rights abuses. 
These groups are structurally 
discriminated against. And for 
this reason, the groups require 
special protection for the equal 
and effective enjoyment of 
their human rights. The groups 
are women and girls; children; 
refugees; internally displaced 
persons; stateless persons; na-
tional minorities; indigenous 
peoples; migrant workers; dis-
abled persons; elderly persons; 
HIV positive persons and AIDS 
victims, among others.

Barring any unforeseen situ-
ation, Abia State Automated 
Shoe Factory in Aba will be 
commissioned before June this 
year, and by now the first batch 
of 30 shoemakers out of a pro-
posed 100 from Abia State must 
have departed for China to 
undergo intensive training in 
automated shoemaking tech-
nology. These youths will form 
the nucleus of the workforce in 
the factory. The factory shall 
enable Abia State consolidate 
its status as the pre-eminent 
destination for leatherworks 
in Nigeria and shall serve as an 
enabler of the diligent work the 
manual producers have been 
doing over the years.

To demonstrate the commit-
ment of Abia State government 
to ensure a fair deal for every 
resident and taxpayer of Abia 
State irrespective of state of 
origin, three of the youths trav-
elling are not from Abia State 
but are resident in Aba and are 
fully involved in shoemaking. It 

will be recalled that one of the 
recently inaugurated commis-
sioners in the state, Thaddeus 
Izuogu, is from Imo State. Part 
of Izuogu’s mandate is to coor-
dinate the interests and partici-
pation of other Nigerians that 
are resident or doing business 
in Abia State.

From all indications, 2018 
promises a better deal for Abi-
ans than 2017. The state strives 
to take full advantage of the 
Federal Government Executive 
Order No.3 which underscores 
the need to patronize made-
in-Nigeria goods as a priority. 
Already, the made-in-Aba cam-
paign has garnered large scale 
momentum with Gov. Ikpeazu 
as the brand ambassador.
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also projected that in the next 18 
months the roads will be ready 
for commissioning. 

The One-Ward-One-Project 
Initiative recently flagged off 
at Amakama, Umuahia South 
Local Government Area will 
commit N10 million-N15 mil-
lion on a project of high impact 
in each electoral ward in Abia 
State. The target is to enhance 
trade and commerce through 
installation of streetlights in 
our rural markets to extend 
trading hours and put more 
funds in the hands of the rural 
dwellers. Through these efforts 
each ward will realize a project 
of specific importance to them. 
It is an effort committed to en-
suring that every community 
in Abia State feels the touch of 
government in the course of 
Gov. Ikpeazu’s tenure.

Capturing the rural popula-
tion in government’s policies 
and programmes is apt because 
they are a critical component 
of a nation’s population. This is 
because in most countries of the 
world, especially the developing 
world, the greater percentage of 
the nation’s population lives in 
the rural areas. In Nigeria, it is 
projected that about 70 percent 
of the nation’s population lives 
in the rural areas. 

Gov. Ikpeazu has immensely 
demonstrated the position of the 
third man in Leo Calvin Rosten’s 
work “Captain Newman M.D” – 
that in critical situations, the rea-
sonable thing to do is to consult 
the wisest men and learn how to 
breathe under water.

Ukegbu contributed this 
piece from Umuahia, Abia 
State.

Also, the strides of Gov. Ik-
peazu on roads infrastructure 
will receive fresh boost in 2018 
as it is projected that the recently 
flagged-off constructions on the 
all-important Port Harcourt 
Road will be completed in the 
next 18 months. The road is de-
signed to have six lanes with a 
dedicated BRT lane for Bus Rapid 
Transit on the stretch of the road. 

The governor’s commitment 
to capture the rural population 
in his programmes and policies 
has manifested in the Rural 
Roads Project. The project in-
volves the construction of 10 
kilometres of roads in each of 
the 17 LGAs in Abia State. While 
the project is currently active in 
six local government areas, it is 

Ikpeazu

Ojodu

Barring any unforeseen situation, 
Abia State Automated Shoe Factory in 
Aba will be commissioned before June 
this year, and by now the first batch of 
30 shoemakers out of a proposed 100 
from Abia State must have departed 
for China to undergo intensive train-
ing in automated shoemaking tech-
nology



Nigerian Diaspora and the new Negro
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I
n the Diaspora, Nigerians 
are hated. The Chinese po-
lice, for instance, see them 
as destroyers who came to 
destroy China and single 

them out for the harshest treat-
ment possible. In the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), the narrative 
is not dissimilar. Nigerians are 
treated with suspicion as nothing 
is deemed beneath them.

The public auction of Nige-
rians as slaves in Libya, in our 
estimation, marked the turning 
point that brought us to a painful 
déjà vu. Only by looking at black 
history can we understand what 
is happening. This is a critical ap-
proach to the Nigerian Diaspora.

Like milk gone rancid
Turner Timinipre Isoun, BSc 

(Hons), D.V.M. (Doctor of Vet-
erinary Medicine) and PhD in 
Veterinary Medicine and Pa-
thology, is the father of Nigerian 
space technology. As Minister of 
Science and Technology he suc-
cessfully built and launched Ni-
gerSat I and NIGCOMSAT I. Cited 
as “widely travelled in North and 
South America, Europe, Asia and 
Africa, and is conversant with the 
physical, political, and S&T chal-
lenges of these continents;” we 
trust his opinion on diasporan, 
and non-diasporan, matters con-
sidering his argument in “Why 
Run Before Learning to Walk” 
(2013).

In a 2017 interview Profes-
sor Isoun observed that Nigeria 
was one of few countries that 
bestowed on its inhabitants 
complete mental wellness. As a 
free environment it equipped 
one to succeed without inhibit-
ing his abilities. With such un-
fettered spirit the Nigerian was 
creative, daring and not easily 
overwhelmed. He encouraged 
expatriate Nigerians to return 
home and prosper.

If Nigeria was such a glori-
ous country as Professor Isoun 
painted it to be, why the mad 
scramble for the door? Why do 
young Nigerians, who ordinarily 
should be celebrating their luck 
being born in freedom, now see 
their fatherland as a burden? 
In the North East some youths 
who detest Nigeria would gladly 
replace it with an Islamic Caliph-
ate. In the South East a handful of 
youths denounced it for Biafra.

Young Ijaws appear to dispute 
Professor Isoun’s claims, going 
by the tenets of the Kaiama 
Declaration. Asari Dokubo, un-
like moderate Felix Tuodolo who 
consistently bargains for equity 
without violence, launched his 
armed struggle against Nigeria. 
Francis Jamang, former Berom 
youth leader, sees this country 
as one impossible prison that 
emasculates its inmates. Why 
do young Nigerians see their 
fair country as a hellhole rather 
than the Promised Land flowing 
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with milk and honey? And at 
what point did the Nigerian milk 
become rancid?

Dangers of Binary Reality
One plausible explanation for 

this negative mindset is cognitive 
pluralism, defined as how percep-
tion creates a second reality. The 
one is real while the other is what 
could be.

E-Nigeria, distinct from real 
Nigeria, is an actuality. The in-
ternet, satellite television and cell 
phone, three powerful weapons 
that define the information age, 
make that possible. The govern-
ments of Democratic Republic of 
Congo, DRC, and Iran recently 
shut down their internet services 
to clamp down on street protests. 
The implications are (1) e-DRC 
and Iran are political actualities, 
and (2) there are spaces outside 
the control of any national gov-
ernment.

A youth who is social media 
savvy, in other words, a potential 
e-Nigerian youth, may not be 
patient with real Nigeria where 
things are not happening as they 
should. Disaffection triggers 
response in him, which could 
be political lethargy or partisan 
depending on his outlook. He 
could also respond by migrating 
for greener pastures.

But migration can also be a 
rite of passage. A conservative 
youth who migrated could return 
radicalised. For instance, some 
Libyan returnees openly talked 
about assembling gangs to hunt 
down their traffickers. That is bad 
news as the gangs could be put to 
other ventures. But we have full 
confidence in President Muham-
madu Buhari’s ability to handle 
such security threat. 

The New Negro
In “The Wretched of the 

Earth” Franz Fanon demonstrates 
how the white man is oppressed 

just thinking about the sexual 
prowess of his natural rival who 
is the Negro. The white man sees 
the Negro as a walking penis and 
the gate keeper of that bacchanal 
land of erotic delirium unlimited, 
“The white man is convinced that 
the Negro is a beast; if it is not the 
length of the penis, then it is the 
sexual potency that impresses 
him. Face to face with this man 
who is ‘different from himself’, 
he needs to defend himself. In 
otherwords, to personify The 
Other. The Other will become the 
mainstay of his preoccupations 
and his desire.”

The Negro’s presence inflicts 
mental torture on the white man 
who responds with draconian 
laws criminalising sex between 
the Negro and the white woman; 
but never between him and the 
black woman. His racist, or Jim 
Crow, laws view consensual sex 
between the Negro and the white 
woman as rape punishable with 
castration, penile amputation 
and lynching. This vicious circle 
of violence is known as psychol-
ogy of oppression. A must-read 
for Fanonian scholars is Dillibe 
Onyeama’s explosive novel, “Sex 
is a Nigger’s Game.”

Dismantling French colonial-
ism in Algeria was of immediate 
concern to Fanon than Arab rac-
ism; for which reason he lumped 
blacks and Arabs together as 
“natives” under the common yoke 
of white colonialism. But from 
the writings of Ibn Khaldun and 
other Islamic scholars we know 
that the Arab hated the Negro 
for his phallus monstrosity. That 
millions of black slaves left no 
descendents in the Arab world is 
because Arab slavery made black 
castration a condition. A Libyan 
returnee swore that Arabs hated 
black people.

The white homosexual who 

laments today that he is the new 
black, in other words, that he is 
persecuted for being “different,” 
is devious. Clearly, the Nigerian 
migrant is the new Negro hated 
worldwide for being different 
cerebrally and genitally. Profes-
sor Isoun was Fanonian privileg-
ing the Nigerian with negroid 
qualities, namely, creative, dar-
ing and can-do spirit, that stand 
him out. Anyone expecting the 
Nigerian migrant to lower his 
eyes when addressed would be 
disappointed.

Here, then, is the Nigerian 
entity who wilfully trafficked 
himself in response to latter days 
globalisation (Super computer 
inventor Dr. Philip Emeagwali 
thinks that the trans-Atlantic 
slave trade that produced the 
Negro was the first globalisation). 
His differentness earned him the 
ill-will and hostility of not only 
Arabs, whites and Asians; but 
also those of other blacks. Even 
the very manners of his death, 
suffocation and lynching (South 
Africa), hanging and execution 
(Libya), police brutality (China), 
etc, make a Negro out of him.

Strengthening Diasporan 
Institutions

Our diasporan problem is 
multi-faceted. It begins in Nige-
ria and blossoms overseas. This 
calls for a two-pronged solution, 
also. If the Nigerian migrant is re-
sponding to what experts call the 
push or centrifugal force at home 
by running abroad, reversing this 
force to a pull or centripetal one 
becomes the solution.

We identify bad economy as 
the number one reason why the 
Nigerian migrant leaves home. To 
demonstrate how bad our mono-
commodity economy is, we ob-
serve that 98 percent of imported 
containers leave this country 
empty. This means that Nigerian 

industries are not producing and 
we might as well ask why.

The airports, seaports, high-
ways and streets of Nigeria are 
hostile to business with their 
over-documentation and enforc-
ers. For instance, an entrepreneur 
who takes out loan to float a bak-
ery has taken out trouble. When 
the FIRS is not hounding him, the 
local government task force is on 
his neck. This is not minding the 
high interest loan he owes the 
bank. He soon closes shop and a 
religious sect takes over his prem-
ises. Fix the Nigerian economy 
and you’ve fixed migration.

The second flash point is over-
seas where the killings take place. 
Our first line of defence is fixing 
the Nigerian Foreign Service. In 
“Nigeria: Averting Paradox of De-
velopment,” Professor Lawrence 
Baraebibai Ekpebu advised that 
competent diplomats defending 
Nigerians abroad were as crucial 
as our professional army defend-
ing citizens at home.

Foreign relations were a spe-
cialist field requiring the ser-
vices of career, not non-career, 
diplomats trained to detect and 
respond to hostility at the point 
of “aggression” rather than “reac-
tion,” according to the erudite 
Professor Ekpebu, author of 
multi-award winning “Zaire and 
the African Revolution.” For in-
stance, our embassy failed to in-
tervene when Nigerians started 
selling drugs in South Africa 
(aggression) till things boiled over 
and South Africans started killing 
Nigerians (reaction).

Secondly, the large concen-
tration of Nigerians overseas 
calls for innovation. The Federal 
Government must now recognise 
diasporan institutions like the 
Onyendu Ndigbo, Yoruba Com-
munity Chairman and Sarkin 
Hausawa. For instance, the Ony-
endu Ndigbo Japan will serve as 
guarantor for any Igbo entering 
Japan. Without him the Japanese 
government would reject the 
Igbo’s application for Resident 
Permit. The moment this Igbo 
commits fraud the Onyendu 
Ndigbo Japan’s phone lines and 
ATM cards are blocked till he 
produces the suspect. The above 
arrangement is already in place 
in Dubai.

Finally, Nigerians convicted of 
crimes overseas should be made 
to serve a second term upon de-
portation. This will check the ex-
cesses of those who do not want 
to know how their actions are 
harming our image. This can be 
accomplished if the Nigerian Im-
migration Service, NIS, maintains 
convict register in our airports 
and other points of entry.

Ajie writes from Port Har-
court, Rivers State. Email: osia-
jie79@yahoo.com. Interview 
materials on Professors Turner 
Timinipre Isoun, Lawrence 
Baraebibai Ekpebu and Dr. Fe-
lix Tuodolo are provided by 
Chigachi Eke.
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A
s 2018 begins to 
gain momentum 
there are things we 
must have in place 
that would enable 

us maximize the opportunities 
that are inherent in it. Despite 
the fact that scripture says that 
God daily loads us with benefits 
which is true and must be ap-
propriated, a lot of people still 
wonder whether God is true to 
His word.

This is because in their lives, 
the goodness of God seems far 
from them; they feel there is no 
benefit of any kind associated 
with their life as a result of God’s 
blessing. We need to talk about 

Boldness
this mindset so that we do not 
lose out of the BEST that God has 
for us this year.

In my own opinion there 
are 3 things I consider as being 
most important for success in 
our lives, after the place of God, 
they are; Opportunity, Prepara-
tion and Boldness. This equation 
sums it up succinctly;

OPPORTUNITY+PREPARATI
ON+BOLDNESS=SUCCESS

Some may wonder what 
BOLDNESS has to do in this 
equation. It is not enough for 
you to be prepared for your op-
portunity; the place of boldness 
must be paramount in seizing op-
portunity. Joshua was prepared 
and armed to the teeth to take 
advantage of the opportunity 
that God gave to the children of 
Israel- he needed a lot of encour-
agement, promptings of courage 
and boldness from God to take 
advantage of it. Truly, if the op-
portunity you are expecting is 
from God, it requires boldness 
for you to take advantage of it. It 
would not be according to your 

size, but according to God’s size. 
This truth is unclear to so many 
people and it makes God look like 
a liar. What they are looking for 
is what their eyes can see, what 
is common and regular, what is 
not spectacular, what the money 
in their bank account can ac-
commodate.

However, what God is saying 
is that what He has in store for 
every of His children is what 
their eyes have never seen, and 
ears never heard or what they 
never thought could be possible. 
When God in His love makes 
what He has in store available 
to us, we remove ourselves from 
the equation because it is scary- 
it does not fit our definition of 
opportunity or success. We are 
programmed to expect the bless-
ing of God according to our size 
or that of our neighbor.

It takes boldness for us to 
recognize the enormity of the 
blessing as being ours, and then 
take advantage of it. The bible 
says that the  only set of people 
that ‘signs and wonders’ follow, 

are the people that with bold-
ness harness the opportunity 
that God is going to throw at 
them and run with it. They are 
not giving to fear, they are not 
myopic neither can they be eas-
ily intimidated.

Many opportunities are going 
to be presented to us this year 
that makes for success, we dare 
not lose them- they will come 
big, awesome and intimidat-
ing. They may not even meet 
money in our pockets or in our 
accounts; it does not imply that 
they are not meant for us. You 
cannot take on giants without 
reverting back to the author 
of the wisdom that makes for 
giant-killing.

As you seek His face in 
prayer and receive encourage-
ment from His word, the Spirit 
of Boldness takes you over; you 
come to term with the ability of 
God that is in you. With bold-
ness you look the circumstance 
or situation in the face and say, “I 
will see you through to the end, I 
will not allow you to intimidate 

LG’s connected appliance network makes 
the future kitchen more delightful
CHINWE AGBEZE

me in the least in Jesus name.” 
You will be surprised where all 
the ideas and strategies that are 
needed to succeed would begin 
to come from.

All that is required of you is 
not to give up in your mind by 
reason of what you do not have, 
but be BOLD and lay hold of it. 
People do not die for daring to 
try; rather they die and lose out 
of life for fearing to try. As your 
opportunities come this year 
however big and daunting they 
may look, smile and embrace 
them with BOLDNESS for it is 
your opportunity. As you walk 
with God this year and fellow-
ship with Him, strength, BOLD-
NESS and confidence becomes 
the order of the day in your life 
in Jesus name. Scripture says it 
is not by power, nor by might, 
but by my Spirit says the LORD. 
The Spirit of God infuses divine 
strength and energy into you 
to take advantage of all that is 
yours.

Remain blessed as you remain 
BOLD.

I
n fulfilment of its promise 
to deliver quality entertain-
ment at affordable rates to 
every Nigerian home, Star-

Times has upgraded its classic 
bouquet with the addition of 
five new and exciting channels 
at no extra cost for subscribers.

The new channels now avail-
able on classic include Fox, ST 
Movie Plus, St Kung Fu, ST 
Novella Plus and Star Plus, all 
entertainment and movie fo-
cused channels.

Commenting on the devel-
opment, Brand and Marketing 
Director, StarTimes Nigeria, Qa-
sim Elegbede said that “Our sub-
scribers can consider this a new 
year gift from StarTimes. All 
these channels were previously 
exclusive to Unique Bouquet 
subscribers which cost about 
N3,800 monthly but can now be 

accessed by Classic the Bouquet 
for just N2,600 monthly ”

He added that “StarTimes has 
recently upgraded its channel 
list on the Digital Terrestrial 
platform, allowing customers 
who use the antenna to watch 
as much as 80 exciting channels 
cutting across Movies, News, 
Sports, Series, Kiddies, Animal 
Documentary, Religious Chan-
nels and lots more”.

Recently, in an expansion 
drive, the company announced 
its commencement of broadcast-
ing in Maiduguri, Borno State 
South-East Nigeria. StarTimes is 
the leading digital-TV operator 
in Africa, covering the entire 
continent’s population with a 
massive distribution network 
of 200 branded halls, 3,000 con-
venience shops and over 5000 
outlets.

StarTimes reloads classic 
bouquet with 5 new 
channels

A
t CES 2018, LG Electron-
ics will present its vision 
for the connected smart 
kitchen of the future 

that predicts consumer needs and 
reduces preparation time. Offer-
ing a hands-free experience that 
takes much of the stress out of 
preparing daily means, LG’s smart 
kitchen products such as the In-
staView ThinQ™ refrigerator and 
the EasyClean® oven range and 
QuadWash™ dishwasher maxi-
mize efficiency and ease to allow 
more quality time at home.

LG InstaView ThinQ is the 
culmination of cutting-edge refrig-
eration technology and maximum 
convenience and efficiency. Featur-
ing a 29-inch touch LCD display 
that transforms from a computer 
display to a transparent window 
with just two knocks, the intel-
ligent refrigerator recommends 
delicious recipes based on what is 
on hand to pro-vide a revolution-
ary answer to the timeless question 
of what to eat for dinner.

Once a recipe is selected, the 
fridge automatically sends the 
information to a connected oven 
with Alexa verbally guiding the 
chef through each step of the 
process, for a fuss-free cooking 
experience. Users can also access 
and listen to their favorite songs 
on Amazon Music, iHeartRadio, 
and other streaming music services 
directly on the InstaView ThinQ 
for a more pleasant cooking and 
dining experience.

What’s more, the InstaView 
ThinQ refrigerator offers a stream-
lined food management system 
through LG’s webOS platform and 
Alexa’s voice recognition technol-
ogy. The Smart Tag feature allows 
the addition of stickers, tags and 
expiration dates to food stored in 
the smart fridge, issuing alerts as 
an item reaches its expiration date. 
When grocery shopping, users can 
check the contents of the fridge 
via their smartphones con-nected 
to the wide-angle PanoramaView 
camera inside the InstaView ThinQ.

Through partnerships with com-
panies such as Innit and SideChef, 
LG’s Wi-Fi-enabled AI appliances 
can provide a wider variety of 
services to users. The LG EasyClean 
oven connected to the appropriate 

app can access recipe information 
wirelessly and automatically begin 
preheating at a specific tempera-
ture at a set time. When the oven 
needs cleaning – which is made 
simpler by the oven’s advanced 
hydrophilic enamel coating – a 
notification is automatically sent to 
the homeowner’s smartphone. And 
the over-the-range hood and lamp 
switch on automatically when the 
cooktop is in use.

To make cleaning up a much 
more manageable affair, the LG 
EasyClean oven sends relevant in-
formation to the connected Quad-
Wash dishwasher which then sets 
the optimal wash cycle based on 
the dish prepared. For example, the 
intelligent dishwasher will select a 
longer running cycle with hotter 
water for a greasy dish than with a 
light vegetable casserole. The Quad-
Wash™ technology comprised 
of four multi-motion spray arms 
allows for the fast and meticulous 
cleaning of items of all shapes and 
sizes. Both the EasyClean oven and 
QuadWash dishwasher can be 
monitored using voice commands 
and LG CLOi Hub Bot.

“The seamless connectivity 
inherent in LG’s smart kitchen solu-
tion will revolutionize the cooking 
and dining habits of consumers,” 
said Song Dae-hyun, president of 
LG’s Home Appliance & Air Solution 
Company.“By streamlining food 
preparation and cleanup from start 
to finish, LG’s use of artificial intel-
ligence in the kitchen enhances 
quality of life by offering innovative 
solutions to everyday struggles in 
the kitchen.”
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T
his is a new year, a 
time when individu-
als and even institu-
tions like households, 
companies, corporate 

organizations make resolutions 
and set goals they would ac-
complish in the course of the 
new year.

It may be difficult to say 
that these resolutions and set 
goals are kept or realized as the 
the case may be, but it is not 
impossible to see  many resolu-
tions kept and targets met. It 
all depends on a combination 
of factors which include, but 
limited to, determination, self-
discipline, hard-work and the 
unseen hand that controls the 
affairs of man called fate.

Almost always, most people 
don’t factor home-ownership 
in their new year resolution. 
Understandably so, because in 
a society where owning a home 
has become a luxury and not 
necessity, many people tend to 
dismiss the possibility and so, 
make no efforts towards own-
ing one.

Ignorance plays a fast trick 
here. And in some cases, many 
people who have information 
tend to dismiss it as pipe smoke. 
Some accept the information 
with a pinch of salt and so never 

How to own N15m house 
with N1.5m contribution
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act on it, forgetting that informa-
tion is not only power but key to 
unlocking success/achievement.

To many therefore, the in-
formation, as is being provided 
here, that it is possible to own a 
N15 million worth of home with 
just N1.5 million equity contribu-
tion or a N5 million home with 
N500,000 equity contribution, is 
as abstract as it is impracticable.

But that is not the case. The 
National Housing Fund (NHF), 
one of the federal government’s 
old interventions in the housing 
sector, is still a reality that has 
served and is still serving as a 
sure vehicle to owning a home 
through  a monthly contribution 
of a fraction  of one’s income.

Through this fund therefore, 
it is possible for a home seeker to 
own his home by just contribut-
ing part of his income for six 
months and the rest is history. 
“NHF gives a maximum loan of 
N15 million and, in some cases, 
a minimum of N5 million.  So, 
if an applicant to the fund ap-
plying for the maximum loan 
of N15 million or the minimum 
of N5 million, he is expected 
him to have saved up to N1.5 
million with  primary mortgage 
bank (PMB)”,  explains Bertrand 
Bassey, a mortgage expert.

Bassey notes that the apathy 

and poor attitude to this fund are 
products of perceptions and not 
reality. “A  clearer understanding 
of the fund would, perhaps,  help 
both the scheme and home-seek-
ers who would want to access 
home loans through the scheme”, 
he reasoned in an interview.

Any contributor to NHF 
should know that the fund is 
a statutorily compulsory sav-
ings scheme for all workers in 
Nigeria. Whether as a self-em-
ployed person or an employee, 
such an individual is expected 
to deduct 2.5 percent of his 
basic salary every month and 
pay same to the Federal Mort-
gage Bank of Nigeria (FMBN) 
without fail.

The FMBN is empowered, by 
the act establishing the NHF, to 
manage that pool of fund. Only 
those who are bellow 21 years 
are exempted from contribut-
ing to the fund. This contribu-
tion forms a large pool of fund 
from which mortgage loans 
are granted to the contributors 
who are eligible, ready and will-
ing to apply for the loan. Those 
who are eligible to apply for the 
loan are those who have been 
contributing consistently to the 
fund for a period of six consecu-
tive months.

As for those who should ap-

ply and the purpose of the loan, 
Bassey says, to qualify for loan, 
the applicant must be 21 years of 
age, must have a regular income 
and the purpose for which he is 
applying for the loan is  to build, 
buy, renovate or complete a 
residential building which could 
be located anywhere in Nigeria 
provided it is covered by a good 
and an acceptable title.

These good, acceptable or 
mortgageable titles include, 
but not limited to, Certificate 
of Occupancy (C of O), right of 
occupancy, registered deed of 
assignment, deed of conveyance, 
land certificate, etc provided 
they are registered or are regis-
terable titles.

He warns that the individual 
cannot apply directly to FMBN. 
He or she has to pass through a 
registered mortgage institution 
or a registered and licenced 
primary mortgage bank (PMB) 
of his choice.

This PMB must also have 
conditions which the loan seeker 
must fulfill some of which are 
having an account with the 
bank, and having up to 10 per-

cent equity contribution of the 
loan he is seeking or applying for.

There are other things that 
are expected from the loan 
seeker. He has to fill the relevant 
loan application forms, includ-
ing his passport photograph, tax 
clearance certificate to show 
that he is a law-abiding citizen 
and the photocopies of the title 
documents of the property he is 
intending to buy as mortgage or 
security for the loan. He will also 
be expected to put forward re-
valuation report on the property 
he wants to buy to determine its 
value and location.

Another thing, which he can-
vasses that is personal to him, is 
that mortgage operators should 
begin to look at inspection cer-
tificate on the property an ap-
plicant is buying. He explains 
that this is in view of the rate of 
building collapse, especially in 
Lagos these days.

“If a bank is going to take a 
house as security for a loan, it 
should not be interested in the 
value of the property alone, but 
also in the structural soundness 
of the property”, he advises.

Property 
Logic
With Akhigbe Dominic

Power of Attorney does not confer ownership 
interest in Real Estate transactions (3)

the Power of Attorney is not 
revoked until the debt sum has 
been realized by the donee in the 
circumstance.

Power of Attorney is not 
given as proof of transfer of land 
asset to a buyer. When using a 
Power of Attorney to deal with 
land matters, there are quite a 
few rules, and in some instances 
those rules vary from state to 
state. In this regard, it is impor-
tant to know that a Power of At-
torney does not confer interest in 
land. Therefore, on the purchase 
of land, where the seller grants 
the buyer a Power of Attorney, as 
is the practice in so many cases, 
the buyer must perfect his title to 
that land in the form prescribed 
by the law so that his interest in 
the land is protected. Anything 
different from this is a wild goose 
chase!

T
he wordings of a Power 
of Attorney are strictly 
construed as they are. 
So it is important for 

a donor to know exactly what 
powers he wants to confer and 
what the limits of the powers 
will be. Usually, before a lawyer 
drafts a Power of Attorney for 
his client, he will ask a series of 

Power; an implied revocation 
would arise from the actions of 
the donor. The fact of the donor 
giving a Power of Attorney does 
not extinguish his right to do the 
same act or do with his property 
what he wishes.

For instance, where a land 
owner gives a Power of Attorney 
to an agent to sell his land and 
then goes ahead to sell the land 
himself, before the agent has 
done so, it can be implied that 
the Power of Attorney has been 
revoked. This is very aptly made 
In the case of Chime v. Chime:

“… The better view is that so 
long as the donee has not exercised 
the power comprised in the Power 
of Attorney it is clearly open to the 
donor to exercise the same power. 
Therefore, where the donee has 
in fact exercised the power under 
the Power of Attorney the donor’s 

power in this regard expires.” Wali, 
JSC, Chime v. Chime, (Supra. at 
page 34, paragrah. A.)

It is very important to note 
that Revocation by operation of 
law simply means that the law 
provides certain circumstances 
that automatically revoke a Pow-
er of Attorney. If the donor dies, 
becomes insane or bankrupt, or 
suffers any other legal incapacity 
while the Power of Attorney is 
still subsisting, then those afore-
mentioned situations will revoke 
the Power of Attorney. There 
are however exceptions to this 
general rule such as where the 
Power of Attorney is coupled 
with an interest, it is irrevocable 
until the interest is exhausted. 
That means, for instance, if a 
donor grants the donee power to 
collect rents from his property to 
set off a debt owed to the donee, 

questions of the donor so that at 
the end of the day what is stated 
in the Power of Attorney is the 
true intention of the donor. A 
Power of Attorney can be re-
voked expressly, impliedly or 
by operation of law. An express 
revocation leaves one without 
doubt. The revocation is commu-
nicated, usually in writing, that 
the powers have been revoked. 
The form of an express revoca-
tion will depend on how the 
Power of Attorney was created. 
If it was created by a deed; then 
the revocation has to be done by 
a deed simplicita.

Where the donor gives a Pow-
er of Attorney to a donee and 
then still goes ahead to deal with 
the subject matter of the Power 
of Attorney in a way that makes 
it impossible for the Donee to 
effect his authority under the 
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 FIIRO services for youth employment 
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A
ccording to the Na-
tional  Bureau of 
Statistics (NBS) the 
combined unemploy-
ment and underem-

ployment rate in the country 
escalated from 37.2% to 40% in 
the Second Quarter of 2017. It got 
worse for the youth, especially in 
the age bracket of between 15 to 35 
which stood at an alarming rate of 
52.65%! Apparently, the warning 
given by the International Labour 
Organization (ILO) to Nigeria of an 
impending unemployment cises 
back in 2010 has not been heeded.

In comparative terms to some 
African countries, youth un-
employment in Liberia stands 
at 4.7%, Kenya 18.7%, Egypt 
26.3%,South Africa 27.7%(its high-
est in recent years), Lesotho 31.8 
%, Libya, 43.8% and Ghana 48%. 
As expected in more economi-
cally advanced countries, youth 
unemployment  figures are more 
acceptable. For instance Germany 

has as low as 3.6%,Great Britain 
4.2%,Eurpean Union 7.4% and 
France 9.4%.

It would be recalled that the 
World Bank had back in 2013 
suggested that investment in 
agriculture would be the most 
sustainable way out of the wood. In 
this wise, it has become necessary 
to let the job-seeking Nigerians 
realize that they could capitalize on 
research findings and products by 
the Federal Institute of Industrial 
Research, FIIRO, Oshodi to become 
gainfully employed. 

Over the years the Institute has 
put the results of its R&D at the dis-
posal of interested Nigerians, using 
technology transfer services to en-
able them exploit such results for 
better living ad economic benefits. 
The technologies for which train-
ing courses are organized includes:

Mechanized cassava flour pro-
duction, mechanized production 
of fufu, cassava chips and pellets 
production,palm wine bottling and 
preservation, edible mushroom 
production, cassava-wheat flour 
composite bread production, and 
dry milling of grains and legumes.

Others are :Instant pounded 
yam flour production, fruit juice 
extraction, Zoborodo drink pro-
duction, and essential oils extrac-
tion (from lemon grass, eucalyptus 
and citronella leaves). other tech-
nological breakthroughs which 
Nigerians can delve into for both 
food security and employment/
wealth generation are:Cassava-
wheat flour composite bread pro-
duction, mechanized production 
of gari, lafun, fufu and starch 
from cassava roots,production 
of glucose syrup from cassava 
starch,production of noodles from 

cassava,mechanized production of 
cassava flour,production of cassava 
chips and pellets, soy-ogi produc-
tion from local cereals, fortified 
with soybean (a weaning food for 
infants as substitute for imported 
baby food), production of potabale 
alcohol from palm wine and other 
fermentable worts.

In a similar vein there are other 
areas of agriculture and its allied 
products that job seekers could be 
trained in are the: production of 
table vinegar from fermented palm 
wine, preservation and bottling of 
palm wine, improved traditional 
fish and meat smoking techniques, 
production of brewer’s malt and 
malt beverage from sorghum, 
production of ale from sorghum 
malt, production of livestock feed 
antibiotics, development of com-
posite flour from local cereals and 
wheat for confectioneries baking, 
production of ethanol from cas-
sava peels,detoxification of cassava 
starch for use in the food and phar-
maceutical industries, and edible 
mushroom production.

Research and development (R 
& d) projects

The Institute’s research projects 
have relevance to the technologi-
cal and economic problems of the 
Nation. They are initiated in-house 
in pursuance of the Institute’s 
mandate and as a demonstration 
of its problem-solving posture. 
Such projects are in consonance 
with the set objectives of the 
Institute and are embarked upon 
after thorough investigations of 
the desirability through market 
research and enquiries. Results are 
documented and can be obtained 
by interested individuals. Those 
that have high potentials or com-

mercial prospects are transferred 
to entrepreneurs.

Biotechnology R & d Projects
Soy-Gari Production
Gari is a cassava product that 

serves as a staple food for most 
Nigerians. It is in the form of tiny 
granules which can be consumed 
directly, or after soaking in wa-
ter, with or without any supple-
ment. In order to make it more 
nutritions, its protein level could 
be raised from about 1% to 10% by 
enriching it with soy beans. The 
Institute successfully carried out 
research into the production of a 
high protein gari using soybean. 
This will reduce the incidence of 
protein deficiency diseases among 
the consumers.

detoxified cassava starch pro-
duction

The biggest shortcoming of 
cassava starch is hydrocyanic acid, 
which limits its use in industries 
especially the pharmaceutical 
industries. Detoxification is the 
process through which it is re-
moved and the starch becomes 
safe for use, not only in the textile 
industry but also in the food and 
pharmaceutical industries.

Production of glucose syrup 
from cassava starch

The production of glucose 
syrup from cassava starch using 
glucoamylase which was obtained 
by solid state fermentation of rice 
bran with the fungus Aspergil-
lus niger on laboratory scale has 
been established. The enzymic 
hydrolysis of cassava starch gave a 
glucose syrup which has a pH 6.0’ 
specific gravity 1.0’ total reducing 
sugars 30.4%, total solids 80% and 
dextrose equivalent 38%. Glucose 
syrup is a sweetener used industri-

ally in Nigeria, for example in the 
food, soft drink and confectionary 
industries. The establishment of 
a process for conversion of cas-
sava starch to glucose syrup would 
enhance the local capability of 
glucose syrup production.

Soy dawadawa
Microbiological, biochemical, 

chemical and nutritional studies 
have been carried out on this food 
condiment made from soy and 
locust beans. Other studies on it 
include investigation of enzymes 
of significance in the fermentation 
processes, fermentation equip-
ment and control system for opti-
mization and scale up of traditional 
fermentation technology.

Production of clarified fruit 
juice

The production of clarified fruit 
juices from mango, apple, banana, 
pawpaw, cashew and guava us-
ing locally produced pectinase 
enzymes have been successfully 
established at pilot scale level. The 
biochemical and microbiological 
safety of bottled clarified juices 
were analyzed and found satis-
factory. The pH of the fruit juices 
were in the range of 4.0-4.8 and the 
sugar level 8-150 brix. The bottled 
clarified fruit juice have a longer 
shelf life compared to cloudy juice.

Edible mushroom production
Mushrooms belongs to the fam-

ily of fungi and are found growing 
on dead wood and other decaying 
organic matter. They are rich in 
protein, vitamins and mineral salts, 
and may serve as a substitute for 
fish or meat.

What Kills Inequality – Part 2
own interests because of the power 
of elites. And so inequality keeps 
rising—until, that is, a shock sends 
it back down. 

Inequality, interrupted
World War II reduced inequality 

mainly by obliterating assets that 
belonged disproportionately to the 
rich, such as factories and offices. As 
Scheidel notes, a quarter of Japan’s 
physical capital was wiped out dur-
ing the war, including four-fifths of all 
its merchant ships and up to one-half 
of its chemical plants. Even though 
France was on the winning side, two-
thirds of its capital stock evaporated. 
The war also depressed financial as-
sets such as stocks and bonds, and it 
devalued surviving rental properties 
almost everywhere. In victorious and 
defeated countries alike, the rich lost 
a greater share of their wealth than 
did the rest of the population.

But it wasn’t just destruction 
that lowered inequality; progressive 
taxes, which governments levied 
to fund the war effort, also helped. 
In the United States, for example, 
the top income tax rate reached 94 
percent during the war, and the top 
estate tax rate climbed to 77 percent. 
As a result, the net income of the top 
one percent of earners fell by one-
quarter, even as low-end wages rose.

The mass societal mobilizations 
that the war required also played 
a critical role. Nearly one-quarter 
of Japan’s male population served 
in the military during the conflict, 
and although the share was lower 
in most other countries, nowhere 
was the number of enlisted men 

small by historical standards. Dur-
ing and after the war, veterans and 
their families formed preorganized 
constituencies that felt entitled to 
share in the wealth created through 
reconstruction. In the United States, 
the Supreme Court put an end to 
whites-only party primaries in 1944, 
no doubt partly because public opin-
ion had turned against excluding Af-
rican Americans who had shared in 
the wartime sacrifices. France, Italy, 
and Japan all adopted universal suf-
frage between 1944 and 1946. The 
war effort also stimulated the for-
mation of unions, which kept rising 
inequality at bay by giving workers 
collective-bargaining power and by 
pressuring governments to adopt 
pro-labor policies. Mass mobilization 
for the purpose of mass violence 
thus contributed to mass economic 
leveling.

Revolutions equalise access 
to resources only insofar as they 
involve violence.

By this logic, modern wars fought 
by professional soldiers are unlikely 
to have a similar effect. Consider 
the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq: 
although some U.S. veterans of 
these conflicts have returned em-
bittered, they constitute too small a 
constituency to command sustained 
attention, and few Americans feel 
compelled to support substantial 
transfers of wealth to citizens who 
enlisted voluntarily. 

Revolutions, The Great Leveler 
explains, act a lot like wars when 
it comes to redistribution: they 
equalize access to resources only 

insofar as they involve violence. 
The communist revolutions that 
rocked Russia in 1917 and China 
beginning in 1945 were extremely 
bloody events. In just a few years, 
the revolutionaries eliminated pri-
vate ownership of land, nationalized 
nearly all businesses, and destroyed 
the elite through mass deportations, 
imprisonment, and executions. 

All of this substantially leveled 
wealth. The same cannot be said 
for relatively bloodless revolutions, 
which had much smaller economic 
effects. For example, although the 
Mexican Revolution, which began 
in 1910, did lead to the reallocation 
of some land, the process was spread 
across six decades, and the parcels 
handed out were generally poor in 
quality. The revolutionaries were too 
nonviolent to destroy the elite, who 
regrouped quickly and managed to 
water down the ensuing reforms. 
In the absence of mass violence 
concentrated in a short period of 
time, Scheidel infers, it is impossible 
to meaningfully redistribute wealth 
or substantially equalize economic 
opportunity. 

Workers demonstrate in Petro-
grad during the February Revolu-
tion, 1917.

Indeed, Scheidel doubts whether 
gradual, consensual, and peaceful 
paths to greater equality exist. One 
might imagine that education low-
ers inequality by giving the poor a 
chance to rise above their parents’ 
station. But Scheidel points out that 
in postindustrial economies, elite 
schools disproportionately serve the 

children of privileged parents, and 
assortative mating—the tendency of 
people to marry their socioeconomic 
peers—magnifies the resulting in-
equalities. 

Likewise, one might expect fi-
nancial crises to act as another brake 
on wealth concentration, since they 
usually hit the superrich the hard-
est. But such crises tend to have only 
a temporary effect on elite wealth. 
The 1929 stock market crash, which 
permanently destroyed countless 
huge fortunes, was the exception to 
the rule. The crisis of 2008—which 
most wealthy investors recovered 
from in just a few years—was much 
more typical.

Scheidel argues that the demo-
cratic process cannot be counted on 
to reduce inequality, either. Even in 
countries with free and fair elections, 
the formation of bottom-up coalitions 
that support redistribution is rare. 
Indeed, the poor generally fail to 
coalesce around leaders who pursue 
egalitarian policies. Scheidel doesn’t 
go into much detail about why, but 
the problem is largely one of coor-
dination. According to the theory 
of collective action (popularized by 
Olson, as it happens), the larger a 
coalition, the harder it is to organize. 

This means that because of num-
bers alone, the bottom 50 percent 
will always have a harder time 
mobilizing around a common goal 
than will the top 0.1 percent. It’s not 
just that the incentives to free-ride 
are larger in big groups; in addition, 
priorities within them can be more 
diverse. 
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S
ome countries have found 
ways to reduce inequality 
without a catastrophe. Giant 
corporations also play mas-

sive roles in advanced democracies. 
In these countries, the military 
and the police are constrained by 
various institutions, and politicians 
must maintain popular support to 
stay in power. But it is one thing 
for citizens to have the right to boot 
out a corrupt administration and 
quite another for them to exercise 
that right. The U.S. tax system has 
plenty of loopholes that benefit the 
wealthiest 0.1 percent of Americans, 
but the other 99.9 percent, through 
their choices at the ballot box, have 
effectively allowed those privileges 
to persist. 

Recognizing this oddity, Scheidel 
suggests that voters act against their 
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M
arketing is all 
about craft-
ing the right 
message for 
yo u r  a u d i -

ence. And since the dawn 
of the Mad Men age, there’s 
been no limit to how we do 
that - until now.

With radio, TV and print 
saturating our daily lives, and 
billboards that wrap around 
entire buildings, we’ve been 
challenged to up the ante in 
our communications. Catchier 
slogans, stronger call-to-actions 
and even better-looking mod-
els are how we keep one step 
ahead.

But, as it has with every 
aspect of our lives, social media 
has arrived and disrupted the 
way we play the marketing 
game. It’s become essential, and 
it’s become the most significant 
test of our communications 
savvy.

I could go on about the huge 
benefits of social media, and 
why it’s an absolute must in 
marketing. If I did, I’d probably 
mention that it’s extremely 
cost-effective, highly engaging, 
boasts real-time monitoring 
and audience insights. But we 
know about all this already, 
which is why we’re on social 

Your customers are smarter than 
you think - talk to them better

(and if you’re not, you’re doing 
a serious disservice to your 
clients).

What’s far more important 
is the way we communicate on 
social and how we are chang-
ing the way we speak to audi-
ences in 2018.

Sure, Facebook, Instagram 
and to some extent Twitter, 
offer traditional advertising op-
portunities. Those sponsored 
posts go a long way to targeting 
our customers and getting the 
right eyes on our messages.

    Audiences on social aren’t 

game for the tag lines that 
work in magazines. They’re not 
wowed by the catchy slogan 
and call-to-action that works 
in traditional media. They’ve 
seen it, and they’ve seen it way 
more than once.

Even the tried and true 
give-away is falling short of 
expectations. We think it’s a 
brilliant tactic, which it was, 
but now that everyone’s doing 
it, the faults are coming to the 
surface.

While the results look great 
on paper, what we get with 

these types of posts isn’t an 
audience that really wants 
to connect – what we get are 
followers who really want 
that prize.

 What is missing in our 
social media communication 
is a fundamental shift in 
the way we communicate. 
While it’s great to boast a 
huge follower count, it’s 
not what defines our social 
media strategy.It’s the ev-
eryday posts that count. And 
whether those posts are get-
ting audience engagement. 

And very often, they’re not.
The flaw is that we’re not 

speaking to our customers, 
we’re speaking at them. What 
we should be doing is connect-
ing with followers using great 
storytelling.

Storytelling has been part 
of our lives since we were cave 
men and women.

It’s part of who we are, and 
the kind of communications 
that we connect with and 
remember.

But for some reason, we’ve 
lost that on social media. May-

BrandsOnSunday
SPOTLIGHTING BRAND VALUE

N14b on offer, Western Lotto raises 
stakes with Powerball Max

G
aming and en-
tertainment firm 
Western Lotto 
Nigeria Limited 

has raised the stakes in 
the gaming business in 
Nigeria with the introduc-
tion of Powerball Max, 
one of the latest games in 
the franchise, a statement 
has said.

Powerball Max, a US lot-
tery, offers winnings of up 
to N14b ($26,000,000.00). 
Western Lotto Nigeria 
Limited is the official part-
ner of the lottery.

According to the state-
ment, Powerball is the 
wealthiest lottery in the 
world, offering an N562bil-
lion jackpot. “Draws take 
place every Wednesday 
and Saturday in the US 
or Thursday and Sunday 
Nigerian time.

The Managing Director 
of Western Lotto Nigeria 
Limited,  Yomi Ogunfo-
wora, in the statement 
said the gamers on the 
platform could tap into the 
nine ways through which 
to win prizes. Jackpots 
never fall below N14bil-
lion at any given time. 
Winners share from a 
large pot.

Ac c ording to  him, 
Western Lotto added the 
Powerball Max to its rich 
bouquet of games in line 
with its pledge “to bring 
world-class entertain-
ment to Nigerians”.

The statement said that 
participation in the Pow-
erball Max cost only N200 
per game.

“The frontline gaming 
platform allows Nigerians 
the opportunity to play 

and win millions of dol-
lars offered by other re-
nowned games like Mega 
Millions, Euro Millions, 
Euro Jackpot and the UK 
Lotto”.

Ogunforowa said: “We 
are committed to bring-
ing undiluted world-class 
entertainment and this 
is a major one for us. For 
someone to participate 
directly in these inter-
national games is a huge 
opportunity. Nigerians are 
intelligent and fun-loving. 
Hopefully, the world will 
soon celebrate a jackpot 
winner in this country.”

He disclosed that over 
18,000 gamers had won 
different cash prizes at 
www.westernlotto.com, 
including Dorcas Nwag-
bara, who won N15million 
in September 2017.

 

9mobile relishes 13 medals at 2017 LAIF Awards

be we feel restricted by that 
character count or the daunt-
ing blue ‘read more’ tab.

Speak your customers’ lan-
guage

But our audience doesn’t 
feel the same way. They’re 
craving something real, some-
thing they can relate to – a 
marketer that speaks their 
language.

Be brave enough to give 
audiences what they want. 
Drop the sales and PR language, 
and speak to your followers like 
friends.

Give them a story with 
a beginning, middle, climax 
and message. Wow them by 
putting some heart behind the 
social post, and watch your 
audience – the kind of audience 
that cares about your client’s 
brand – grow.

When we write for social, 
we must remember that every 
word counts. It’s fleeting, but 
its impression lasts forever. 
Use the space to tell your audi-
ence something they’ll care 
about, share with them some-
thing they want to see, be their 
trusted voice and not a punter 
selling a product.

Talk to your audience the 
way you want to be talked to, 
and your results will start to 
speak for themselves. Culled 
from Bizcommunity

T
elecommunications 
company, 9mobile, 
c los e d 2017 on 
a very good note, 

having ranked prominently 
on the list of highest award 
winners at the 12th Annual 
Lagos Advertising and Ideas 
Festival (LAIF) Awards. The 
company won 13 awards, a 
record feat.

The awards presented 
in several top categories 
comprised seven gold, three 
silver and three bronze. The 
awards included Gold in 

Radio - Corporate Image, for 
the jingle that heralded the 
launch of 9mobile’s new 
brand identity unveiled 
in July; and Gold in Radio 
Craft - Best Use of Music, 
also in acknowledgement 
of the successful new brand 
identity launch. 9mobile also 
won Gold in Digital Craft, for 
its Cloud 9 Independence 
Day campaign, and Gold 
for Easyblaze Hand press 
campaign.

The telco’s flagship 
pan-African literary prize, 

9mobile Prize for Literature 
clinched the remaining three 
gold awards for the short 
film, “Closeds”. The awards 
comprised Gold in Film Craft 
- Best Production and Art 
Direction; Gold in Film - Cor-
porate Image; and Gold in 
Film - Promotions Editing.

9mobile’s impressive out-
ing at LAIF Awards was 
further buoyed by Silver 
wins in various categories.

Speaking on the awards, 
Director, Brands and Experi-
ence, 9mobile, Elvis Ogiem-
wanye, said in a statement 
that management and staff 
of 9mobile were delighted 
at the number and quality 
of the awards won. He said 
LAIF Awards is a prestigious 
major industry awards, rec-
ognized across all sectors of 
the economy.

“ 2017 was very signifi-
cant for us. It’s our ninth 
year of doing business in 
Nigeria; and the same year 
we unveiled a new brand 
identity as 9mobile.
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W
h a t  i s 
the ra-
tionale 
behind 
Pot en-

tiam?
There is  a  bil l ion dol-
lar industry waiting for 
you to take your slic e 
of it. User-created con-
tent on social media has 
pulle d in bil l ions and 
the space is exploding. 
Mobile social users hit 
over 17 percent last year, 
permanently solidifying 
social media as a colos-
sal, moneymaking tour 
de forc e,  but  the b est 
part is that this industry 
is corporation and com-
pany pro of.  I ts  p ower 
lies completely within 
its  us er bas e which is 
growing faster than ever. 
Fac eb o ok alone rake d 
in $26 bil l ion in 2016 
and that is all because 
of its user base. This is 
an incredible time to be 
a creative because the 
landscape up until now 
has been a massive head-
ache. Musicians, even in 
the social media boom, 
are still stuck working 
with passé and defunct 
interme diaries  just  to 
get their music published 
and they c ough up 86 
p erc ent of  their  prof-
its on average.  This is 
nothing more than theft, 
w h i c h  i s  w hy  w e  a re 
making the world a bet-
ter place for musicians. 
We created Potentiam, a 
new platform providing 
stable interaction and 
c ollab oration without 
middlemen and second 
hands that zap and gouge 
profits. Potentiam con-
n e c t s  mu s i c i a n s  w i t h 
each other to chase com-
mon aspirations,  goals 
and offers  a  safe way 
to  make transactions . 
Potentiam is  the f irst 
platform,  using blo ck 
chain tech and crypto-
currencies to create a fair 
landscape for musicians. 
We created Potentiam in 
2017 after learning about 
a l l  th e  p roble m s  n e w 
artistes face through our 
other leading company, 
music discovery platform 
Britznbeatz. As well, lack 
of capital, exposure, fair 
revenue distribution and 

‘Potentiam connects musicians 
to chase common aspirations’

a wealth of other s et-
b a c k s  ra n ke d  h i g h  i n 
the minds and hearts of 
artistes who are trying 
to make it. We took that 
information and decided 
we could make a differ-
ence.

B eyond music ians , 
how do you get other 
creatives on board Po-
tentiam?

If you are contribut-
ing to the music industry, 
you should get a reward. 
It does not matter if you 
are a fan, a music blog-
ger,  writer,  pro duc er, 
or  artiste .  If  you love 
music, and you are part 
of the music ecosystem, 
you deserve to be able 
to show that with pride. 
How? Let me give you 
an example .  Talent  is 
all over the world. I am 
Nigerian by origin, and 
there is incredible tal-
ent  in  Nigeria  that  is 
never heard. Sure, you 
can mention Dav ido’s 
and Whizz Kids, but that 
is just part of what makes 
the music culture in Ni-
geria phenomenal. This 
is the case across Africa, 
and in countries all over 
the world. Music catego-
ries emanating from the 
Western World have, 
unfortunately, marginal-
ized how unique music 
can be heard.

I f  yo u  l i s t e n  t o  E d 
Sheeran’s ‘Shape of You’ 
you can detect a hint of 
afrobeat in his song. Do 
not get me wrong, he is 

talente d,  but we have 
indigenous artistes, writ-
ers, and producers from 
all over the world with 
different styles of music. 
Exp osures l ike that of 
B i e b e r  a n d  B e yo n c é́ 
take magnificent levels 
of capital and incredible 
levels of production. So 
how can you get that for 
a lower cost?

How does the plat-
form offer creatives safe 
way to make transac-
tions?

Potentiam is the block 
chain music ecosystem 
where music creatives 
can c onverge and c ol-
laborate from anywhere 
in the world. They can 
i n t e ra c t  a n d  t ra n s a c t 
knowing they are safe 
and there will be no loss. 
All transactions are per-
formed with the use of 
smart contracts—a com-
puter protocol intended 
to facilitate,  verify, or 
enforce the negotiation 
or performance of a con-
tract. With Potentiam, 
losses that could have oc-
curred using traditional 
systems like PayPal will 
not happen. Plus, Poten-
tiam uses a standardized 
currency (PTM), which 
means everyone is com-
pensated based on the 
value they bring to the 
e c osystem.  Potentiam 
als o leverages a music 
creative’s p otential on 
social media. The more 
users engage on a social 
media network, the more 

brands advertise on the 
n e t w o r k ,  w h i c h  s k y -
rockets their profit. But 
the fans who are mak-
ing this possible receive 
nothing. On Potentiam, 
we value every member 
of the community. You 
will receive rewards in 
form of cryptocurrency 
(PTM) for sharing, liking 
and even inviting other 
people to Potentiam— or 
offering your s ervic es 
to  music  creatives  on 
the network for a fee. 
The Potentiam ecosys-
tem re quires  minimal 
fees, all of which are less 
than all the other coun-
terparts out there. We 
use the word counter-
part to mean transaction 
system—but Potentiam 
has no rival.  The e c o-
nomics of the Potentiam 
are bas e d on merito c-
racy and a proof of stake 
ideology. The more you 
engage on Potentiam, 
the more you are rated 
and can be selected by 
our specially developed 
algorithm to  p erform 
governance tasks on the 
platform to receive re-
wards. We have careful-
ly constructed the gov-
ernance of Potentiam to 
make sure that everyone, 
from artists to users, has 
a voice on the network. 
Every de cision on the 
network is carried out 
by the members of the 
Potentiam community.

 What other values 
can creatives get on the 

platform?
Potentiam has chosen 

to adopt a system shift-
i n g  aw ay  f ro m  d i re c t 
brute-force competition 
towards a more coopera-
tive, alliance-building, 
stable kind of relation-
ships. This translates to 
ending cut-throat compe-
tition which will in turn 
build more collaboration 
among the different parts 
of  the system prov id-
ing trusted transactions 
dire ct ly  b etwe en two 
or more creatives,  au-
thenticated by mass col-
laboration, and powered 
b y  c o l l e c t i ve  i n t e re s t 
over corporate greed to 
win-win solutions. With 
Potentiam, everyone is 
an active and vital com-
p onent.  Even when it 
c o m e s  t o  a dve r t i s i n g , 
b ra n d s  c a n  n e g o t i at e 
with feed holders direct-
ly. The more the network 
is used, the more PTM 
will  increas e in value. 
You can own a part of 
the Potentiam network 
and you can set up your 
future in music to excel 
and exceed your wild-
est expectations. Poten-
tiam will create an equal 
playing field for music 
creatives and highlight 
talents  of  indiv iduals 
from around the world. 
This is the next evolution 
of the music industry, 
and the next level of your 
music career. Learn more 
by going online to www.
potentiam.io today.

still shouts at me when 
I get home late (laughs), 
my younger brother still 
thinks the world of me, 
and my older sisters still 
jokingly try to sing like me 
when I practice. I love my 
family so much and we 
are still very close even 
though not physically 
close. I talk to them all the 
time and social media has 
made it a whole lot easier.

What are your plans to 
break into the Nigerian 
music scene using classi-
cal music?

My plans are to re-
cord and collaborate with 
Nigerian pop musicians 
- some kind of fusion of 
classical music and Ni-
gerian pop music – and I 
am so excited about this. 
Nigerian pop music is so 
beautiful, and it gains mo-
mentum each day. A col-
laboration is an efficient 
way to get classical music 
into the hearts of Nigeri-
ans. Hopefully after this, 
when Nigerians get used 
to me and my style of 
music, I can then record 
some classical albums in 
Nigeria.

The Voice Nigeria had 
a classical singer as one of 
the contestants last year. 
Do you think a classical 
singer can win a reality 
show in Nigeria?

I think it would take a 
while before this becomes 
a reality, but it is very 
possible.

Any last words?
With the rough condi-

tions of living in Nigeria, 
it is conceivable and even 
understandable that we 
young people have for-
gotten about the power of 
a dream. I want to use this 
opportunity to encourage 
us to keep dreaming, keep 
focusing on that dream, 
and ke ep lo oking for 
ways to make the dream 
a reality. The life I have 
now used to be a dream. 
I dreamt of the things I 
have now- I remember 
dreaming of going to the 
United States, singing in 
Carnegie Hall and getting 
a degree. I was able to do 
all these and even more 
because I kept my eyes 
on the prize even when 
it all seemed impossible 
with my family’s finan-
cial background. Don’t 
just work hard,  work 
with a focus, and with 
a dream in mind. And if 
you do not have a dream, 
please get a good night’s 
sleep, for only dreamers 
can be achievers. 

Continued from Page 34

 ‘I owe a lot of my 
success to the MTN 
Foundation’

Potentiam is a revolutionary block chain global music platform launched by Marcus Adetola and Ben Balogun, UK-based 
Nigerian entrepreneurs, who double as founders. In this interview with Obinna Emelike, the founders explain how they 
want to use Potentiam to create an equal playing field for music creatives and highlight talents of individuals across the world.

Ben Balogun Marcus Adetola
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Agatha takes a bow after a thriling classical music performance 

Agatha Ibeazor

Agatha Ibeazor is an alumnus of the MTN Foundation sponsored MUSON Scholars programme and has taken over the opera stage like a colossus at 
such a tender age. After her training and graduation from the MTNF MUSON programme, she gained admission into Truman State University, United 
States of America where she graduated with honours and was the first African to have her name on the honours board. Agatha has won several 
awards including the Quistorff Aria Competition and the National Association of Teachers of Singing (NATS) competition held in Kansas City, USA, 
among other awards. She was recently home for the 2017 Ovation Red Carole and the Abuja Metropolitan Music Society (AMEMUSO), where she 
thrilled the audience with her angelic coloratura soprano, writes Obinna Emelike. Excerpts

 ‘I owe a lot of my success to the MTN Foundation’

S
o what brings you 
home?
Since 2013 I have 
always been in-
vited by the Abuja 

Metropolitan Music So-
ciety (AMEMUSO) to an 
annual event called, Opera 
Abuja. This event show-
cases international clas-
sical musicians including 
Nigerians and foreign ar-
tistes. It is organised in col-
laboration with German 
and French embassies, 
Transcorp Hilton Hotel 
Abuja, the Federal Capital 
Territory Ministry, and a 
host of other organisations 
in Nigeria. This year’s edi-
tion happens to be around 
the Christmas holidays. So, 
I stayed in Nigeria after-
wards, visited my family 
and sang at some concerts. 
One of the major ones 
happens to be the 2017 
Ovation Red Carol. 

What have you been 
doing since graduation 
from the Truman State 
University in the United 
States of America?

Before I graduated from 
Truman in 2014, I had got-
ten two offers of admission 
for a Masters Degree pro-
gramme at Crane School of 
Music SUNY Potsdam New 
York and Butler School of 
Music University of Texas 
Austin. I was unable to 
attend either due to lack 
of funds. I spent the next 
year studying and acquir-
ing skills to make me a suit-
able candidate for possibly 
a research fellowship or 
a graduate assistantship 
at various institutions to 
which I applied.

In 2015, I was admitted 
at the University of Cen-
tral Missouri (UCM) with 
a full graduate teaching 
assistantship receiving 
a full tuition waiver and 
monthly stipend. I gradu-
ated in 2017 with a Master 
of Arts degree with all 

A’s (4.0 GPA). I won sev-
eral awards and was first 
place winner in several 
competitions during my 
studies at UCM, some of 
which include the Quis-
torff Aria Competition and 
the National Association 
of Teachers of Singing 
(NATS) competition held 
in Kansas City.

I am currently pursuing 
my PhD in vocal music at 
the West Virginia Uni-
versity (WVU) where I 
received a W.E.B Dubois 
research fellowship. This 
fellowship is only open to 
African American/Black 
graduate students that are 
exceptional with excel-
lent grades. Selection is 
competitive on the basis 
of academic merit and 
potential for success in 
graduate or professional 
study. I hope to graduate 
in May, 2020. So far, in 
my studies here at WVU, 
I won the NATS Tri-state 
chapter competition held 
in Pittsburgh.

Are you attached to 
any big opera house or 
do you have your own 
thing?

Because I am an ac-
ademic, I have not yet 
signed contracts with ma-
jor opera houses in the 
US or Europe as I would 
love to get the highest 
level of qualification in 
the education before I 
begin touring the world 
as an international opera 
singer. Getting the high-
est level in academia is 
very important to me. This 
would equip me to be able 
to make the kind of impact 
I would like to make in Ni-
geria. Education first, stage 
appearances and signing 
contracts in opera houses 
would come later.

However, I have been 
very active with the op-
era theatre of each school 
I had attended, includ-

ing my current school of 
WVU, singing lead roles 
in different operas. Some 
of with includes: Lucy in 
The Telephone, Euridice 
in Orfeo ed Euridice, La-
etitia in The Old Maid and 
the Thief, Serafina in Il 
campanello di note, Queen 
Dido in Dido and Aeneas, 
among others.

In Feb. 2016, I was af-
forded the opportunity 
to sing in the prestigious 
Carnegie Hall in New York 
as a soloist with the UCM 
concert choir. This was 
a dream come true for 
me. For as long as I can 
remember, I’ve dreamt of 
performing in this hall.

Have you been able to 
influence young people 
who have same talent as 
you have but are unaware 
of how to go about groom-
ing it?

Whenever I visit Ni-
geria, I announce on my 
Facebook page about giv-
ing master classes to the 
young classical musicians 
at the Muson Center. I talk 
to them about different 
careers in music and even 
scholarship opportuni-
ties in the United States. 
These visits are very dear 
to my heart as there are 
an overwhelming number 
of undiscovered poten-
tials in Nigeria. The aim 
of these master classes is 
to encourage these young 
people and show them by 
example that it is possible 
to achieve their dreams 

and that if I could make it, 
they too can make it. The 
road may be long, but it is 
surely doable.

What is your relation-
ship with the MUSON 
School of Music and the 
MTN Foundation?

Receiving an educa-
tion from MUSON and 
being sponsored by the 
MTN Foundation is the 
one of the greatest things 
that happened to my ca-
reer and for now, that is 
my strongest link with 
these two organisations. 
However, I would like a 
better relationship. I am 
using this opportunity to 
propose annual recitals 
or concerts in MUSON 
where the MTN Foun-
dation can showcase a 
product of theirs and keep 
track of the successes of 
the students that they 
have helped, not just in 
Nigeria but in the world. I 
owe a lot of my success to 
these two organisations 
and would like a better 
relationship with them. 
Perhaps an annual concert 
could be a start of a more 
solid relationship.

How do you think the 
classical music landscape 
can be revamped in Ni-
geria?

I think classical music 
in Nigeria needs a larger 
audience. The potential 
for Nigerian classical musi-
cians being acknowledged 
as top artists in this field is 
very promising and with 

dreams for making Nigeria 
a better place; that is why 
getting the highest degree 
of education possible is a 
big deal to me. I’ve learned 
that we cannot better our 
nation by only looking 
to improve our station as 
individuals. For making 
sacrifices for others can 
not only improve the lives 
of a greater number, but 
it enriches your own life 
far beyond that of mere 
monetary treasures.

Looking back to when 
you were still in school in 
Nigeria, what will you say 
is the best thing that ever 
happened to you?

As you may know, I had 
to forfeit an admission to 
study Law in Anambra 
State University in 2006 
because my mum could 
not afford the fees. Being 
able to attend school in 
the first place was the best 
thing that happened, and 
this is thanks to the MTN 
Foundation. I was not only 
afforded tuition when I 
got accepted at the MU-
SON School of Music, but 
also transport allowance. 
That was the beginning 
of greater things to come.

How can you rate the 
MUSON educational stan-
dard with the one in the 
United States

The educational stan-
dard is very comparable 
because of the level of 
training I received at Mu-
son, my transition into the 
American system was a lot 
smoother than anticipated 
and for this I am grateful.

Do you have any plans 
of seeking corporate en-
dorsements and collabora-
tions with your project?

Oh yes! I have lots of 
plans in the very nearest 
future. First, I would like 
to start from my roots, 
where my formal musical 
training all started and 
the company that helped 
pay for it, MTN. I also have 
exciting musical plans for 
other companies and be-
cause classical music is 
a very unique art form, 
these plans are looking 
very promising.

How do your family 
members view you now?

Really, nothing has 
changed even with my 
achievements. I am still 
the troublesome younger 
sibling to my three older 
siblings (laughs). My mum 

more awareness, we can 
be unstoppable.

Some people believe 
you are an unsung Nige-
rian celebrity. What can 
you say of this assertion?

I  have had to work 
very hard to receive rec-
ognitions, fellowships, and 
scholarships in academia, 
and I am very proud of my 
accomplishments. As for 
being “unsung”, it is a pro-
cess, one that could be has-
tened with financial back-
ing and some people have 
gotten the popularity they 
need to be more successful 
through this means. I have 
gotten where I am with 
lots of hard work and be-
ing diligent, and I believe 
in time, I will climb to the 
level of stardom that is 
rightfully due.

What are your views 
on the Nigerian music 
scene generally?

Oh lovely, absolutely 
lovely! The Nigerian music 
industry is big and keeps 
getting bigger, and I am 
proud of it.

Where do you s e e 
yourself in another five 
years?

Well in five years, you 
would have to address me 
as Dr. Agatha (laughs).

I see myself touring 
the world singing recitals 
and giving master classes. 
But most importantly, I 
would love to take great 
strides in making a signifi-
cant impact in my beloved 
country, Nigeria. I have big 
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Ibidunni Ighodalo with one of the babies

The Yuletide and New Year celebration provided an opportunity for the 
Ibidunni Ighodalo Foundation to show care and compassion to others.

Her eyes widened 
in perplexity. She 
looked at her staff 

and the team of volunteers. 
They had worked very hard 
and were ready to call it a 
day, but she could not ignore 
the passionate plea from 
three women carrying their 
babies. The ceremony was 
winding down. Against the 
good judgment of her staff 
that it was already dusk and 
that scarcity of petrol had 
made commuting very dif-
ficult, she persuaded them 
gently to re-consider the 
decision.

“We came here for these 
people. We cannot turn 
them back.” It was an appeal 
(not a command) from Ibid-
unni Ighodalo, CEO of Eliza-
beth R, top-notch events 
planning company and wife 
of Ituah Ighodalo, accoun-
tant and Senior Pastor of 
Trinity House. Persuading 
them with more soothing 
words, she moved ahead 
to make the women com-
fortable. Enveloping one of 
them in a hug, she took a 
baby from another.

It was the first edition of 
the Ibidunni Ighodalo Foun-
dation baby shower charity 
called, Baby’s Day Out at the 
Open Field of the Millen-
nium Housing Estate, better 
known as, Tinubu Estate in 
Ibeshe-Ikorodu, Lagos.

From Ibidunni Ighodalo flows milk of human kindness

The IIF had announced 
that the event was for preg-
nant women and children 
between one day and one 
year old, but the organis-
ers were forced to observe 
this restriction more in the 
breach-elderly women, 
teenagers and single ladies 
showed up in their thou-
sands to benefit from the IIF 
largesse. Though there was 

a captive population in the 
estate, a teeming number 
of people joined them from 
nearby and far-flung neigh-
bourhoods around Ikorodu 
and beyond.

Buses and trucks marked 
with the Trinity House and 
Elizabeth R insignia that 
carried various gift items 
were parked beside the field. 
Personnel from K-Square, 

a private security compa-
ny, were busy, trying to 
keep the children and their 
mothers from becoming 
unruly. There were two 
teams of men of the Nigeria 
Police keeping an eye on 
the crowd. Thank God, the 
situation never got out of 
control. By and large, the 
mild disruption was foisted 
on the event by parents who 
could not stay on the queue 
and excited children, who 
scampered to get a gift bag 
from Santa Claus.

The handouts from the 
IIF were in different catego-
ries. Pregnant women were 
given clothes, baby bath set, 
raw food items and a bag 
filled with baby toiletries. 
Though some mothers tried 
to shave some months off 
their grown babies, officials 
of IIF insisted on giving the 
baby clothes to the right 
recipient. For the baby cot 
bed, pregnant women took 
to the dance floor to dance 
to music from DJ Shexy in 
order to decide who will 
take it home. The elderly 
women smiled home with 
one live chicken and food 
items.

Ibijoke Adeboyejo said 
she was familiar with the 
charitable disposition of the 
Ighodalos since she wor-
shipped under Pastor Ituah 
at the Redeemed Chris-

tian Church of God Christ 
Church, Gbagada. She got to 
know about the Baby’s Day 
Out on Facebook. Olayinka 
Mokwenye heard of the 
charity through a friend. A 
good number of the women 
were residents of the estate. 
Many of them had modest 
expectations when they 
were notified of the event. 
But it turned out that the 
organisers exceeded their 
expectations.

Bola Egbo, a teacher, said 
she expected a children’s 
party. “The crowd is too 
much,” she said. Another 
teacher, Sharon Uche who 
lives in the estate thought 
it was going to be a plat-
form for evangelism. Her 
presumption was fulfilled 
in another way. “What the 
Ibidunni Ighodalo did was 
better than preaching and 
hitting people on the head 
with the Bible. They carried 
out practical Christianity.” 
Shakirah Lawal, a medical 
laboratory scientist said 
she saw much more than 
she expected. Florence Uju 
confessed that the IIF came 
with loads of gifts, but ad-
vised that they should be 
better organized next time. 
Perhaps, the luckiest of 
the women was Jennifer 
Ojukwu who was visiting 
her sister in the estate. As a 
pregnant woman, she was 

Book Review

In today’s contemporary 
world, the journey towards 
career pursuit and running 

the family represent a dicey 
affair for most women as the 
road sometimes is filled with 
numerous challenges and 
distractions.

This situation is further 
heightened when women 
have to battle with mother-
hood, workplace sensibilities 
and the quest to climb the 
corporate ladder.

In this new book ‘Pres-
sure Cooker: Lessons from a 
Woman at Work’, what Nkiru 
Olumide-Ojo, a marketing and 
communication professional, 
did was to provide some sort 
of experiential guide about 
how women can be success-
ful in their careers while also 
maintaining a decent home.

In today’s corporate world 
filled with women-centered 
issues and experiences be it 
institutionally entrenched 
systems or personal strug-
gles, Olumide-Ojo’s book is an 

invaluable asset that every 
woman who desires career 
and domestic successes must 
possess.

Flipping through each 
page, it is not too hard to de-
cipher the reason the author 
of the book aptly titled it 
‘Pressure Cooker’ as the en-
tire book contains nuggets 
of wisdom, down-to-earth 
truths, spiritual principles, and 
a road map for any woman of 
any age who seeks guidance 
on moving forward in their 
careers or business. 

Chapter after chapter, the 
writer of the book adopts a 
practical experience approach 
drawn from real life scenarios 
in career and domestics suc-
cesses for today’s woman.

Presented in 110-page, the 
book treats different stages ev-
ery career woman will experi-
ence and tips predicated on 
how these different stages are 
handled. These work stages 
are grouped under 9 chapters: 
Mum at work; Get over your-

the ladder”), was categorical 
when she said before getting 
to the executive suite there 
is the need to “Know how to 
manage people, both upwards 
and downwards, adding that 
human resources are the 
toughest type of resources to 
manage because every other 
resource is malleable save this.

The writer throughout the 
book looks at her own life and 
experiences and in an unself-
ish act of indirect mentoring 
used her life as case study 
for what to do and not do as 
a young woman intent on 
climbing up the rungs of the 
corporate ladder.

She reflects the fact that 
more often than not many 
career oriented young women 
are held back by the perceive 
glass ceiling which blinds 
them from taking on great op-
portunities and distracts them 
from reaching their goals.

The writer was unapolo-
getic in her insistence on and 
motivation for ambition, as 

self and get ahead; The boys’ 
club; Your Partner and your 
work; The executive suite: 
getting up the ladder; You and 
the next woman; Managing 
Up: you and your boss; Back 
to the beginning; and Lessons 

from failing.
In reiterating the huge role 

managing human resources 
play in the climb to the top for 
any forward looking women, 
the author in Chapter 5 (“The 
Executive Suit: Getting up 

not only gifted with items 
for her unborn baby and 
herself, her four children 
also went home with gifts.

An IIF spokesperson said 
the organization was grow-
ing fast and was beginning 
to accommodate responsi-
bilities which were not part 
of its original obligation. 
“We set out to help couples 
who were challenged with 
conception. It was a simple 
obedience to God. When 
you walk with God, you 
do not know where He is 
taking you. You just follow 
Him in complete trust and 
surrender. God is opening 
new horizons. Everything 
is related. When couples 
conceive, the next thing is a 
baby. The expansion of our 
mission is within rational 
progression.”

On New Year Day, the 
IIF team led by Ibidunni 
and her husband, Pastor 
Ituah visited five hospi-
tals within Lagos; including 
Island Maternity, Lagos, 
Ajeromi General Hospital 
in Ajegunle, the Mother and 
Child Hospital at Amuwo 
Odofin, the General Hospital 
in Mushin and the Gbagada 
General Hospital. At every 
facility, they distributed 
gifts to the babies born on 
New Year Day and their 
mothers. They also paid bills 
for indigent patients.

Title:   Pressure Cooker: Lessons from a Woman at Work
Author:   Nkiru Olumide-Ojo
Imprint:   Lagos, Narrative Landscape Press Limited, 2017
Pagination:  110
Reviewer:  Kelechi Ewuzie

throughout the book, she re-
veals that ambition is not just 
career-directed, as she talks 
about her career and family 
life, at every point, it is about 
self, so that you realise she is 
not defined by work or family, 
but rather takes a healthy ap-
proach to her own well-being, 
knowing herself, what she 
wants from life and figuring 
out often along the way how 
to go after it.

One outstanding thing 
about this experiential, in-
sightful, informative and 
highly resourceful book ti-
tled pressure cooker in my 
own view is that it is quite 
straight-forward, as the au-
thor is refreshingly honest 
about personal shortcomings, 
institutional hurdles, and the 
generality of things she had 
to work through and how she 
did that. She isn’t trying to be 
superwoman, so, it’s easy to 
read her anecdotes and nod 
because one can relate or 
think of a friend who will.
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LINDA OCHUGBUA

W
e  d e f i n i t e l y 
saw a beauti-
ful trend in the 
movie world in 
2017,  though 

the year started on a slow pace, it 
moved on to having fantastic mov-
ies that rocked the cinemas. It was 
all round weekly entertainment 
and thrill such that at a point it was 
almost difficult to keep up with the 
trends and numbers of movies be-
ing churned out.

There were some weeks I had 
to see about 4 new movies just 
to keep up to date, but it was fun 
all the way. Of course I must say 
that at some point some mov-
ies absolutely didn’t meet up to 
standards and expectations but 
then that’s what makes the movie 
industry constantly innovative 
and dynamic.

For movie lovers you win some, 
lose some, you just can’t always 
predict rightly at all times, but the 
key thing is to always have fun, 
and the producers and actors sure 
did give us a run for our money. 

2017 sure did see a twist as 
movie fans kept raising the bar and 
expecting more from their produc-
ers and actors; they wanted to see 
more suspense, thrills, action and 
contents- it wasn’t just about any 
movie, but about having a more 
convincing and thrilling story, one 
that kept us thinking and reminisc-
ing even weeks after, one we could 
argue over and over again and yet 
not get to the bottom of.

We wanted to see more intrigue 
than the regular, daily movies and 
social media had a great influence 
on majority of the movies like it did 
in 2016. It was a weapon and a tool 
for most producers to market their 
movies, and it was also a medium 
for viewers to discuss, deliberate 
and analyze any movie; mostly it 
was a win/win situation for both 
sides.  

The recession in the country hit 
the pockets of many, causing them 
to be very discrete in choosing 
the movies they wanted to watch 
as they wanted utmost value for 
their limited resources- world 
class movies, with the best editing, 
scripting, production, costumes 
and actors.

This year I am thrilled and 

2017 movies: The best, worst, and their gross earnings

excited, so join me as I take you 
through both Hollywood and 
Nollywood movies that rocked 
the cinemas and those that didn’t 
go home smiling. I would take you 
on a flash back to where we started 
from in 2017 and how we ended big 
again this year with ‘The Wedding 
Party 2’. Let’s start with Hollywood 
movies and their gross earnings 
for 2017.

Wonder Woman, a movie about 
a lady with super power to save 
the world. It grossed about $413m.

Then we had Thor- Ragnarok 
that grossed about $313. Moana a 
movie for children about a young 
girl with unique gifts and power 
that was destined to save her 
people grossed about $249m.

There was Jumanji which was 
launched in the cinema late 2017 
and has so far grossed over $245m 
in just over 3 weeks, making it one 
of the highest grossing movies.

There was also fate of the furi-
ous 8 – the Fast & Furious series 
that displayed the best of cars 
and car racing talents. They have 
consistently made these series of 

movies almost every year and, each 
year they have kept us thrilled and 
entertained- they grossed about 
$226m. 

Then we had Kong Skull Island 
that talked about the king Kong 
family in a whole new dimension, 
grossing about $168m. 

‘Hidden figures’ was another 
brilliant movie based on a true 
life story about three women who 
were determined to be great and 
wouldn’t relent despite the cir-
cumstances or obstacles, they were 
brilliant and grossed about $164m.

We had ‘Trolls’ another movie 
for children with lots of singing and 
dancing. They sure did entertain 
the children, and grossed about 
$154m. 

We had a beautiful movie about 
a group of young ladies, who decid-
ed to go on a pleasure trip to relax 
and catch up with old times. They 
had a very good time, and grossed 
in about $116m.

There was Logan and they did 
fantastically well in thrilling their 
fans grossing over $100m. 

To the movies that didn’t rock 
the cinema we had ‘Why him?’, Ar-
rival, The Mummy, Sleepless and 
Pirates of the Caribbean, some of 
them couldn’t even break even, but 
then the movie world is all about 
ups and the downs. 

Meanwhile, the Nollywood 
industry is constantly improving 
yearly and they have also con-
stantly worked hard to surpass 
the ever growing expectations 
of the Nigerian viewers. To the 
good we had ‘Isoken’ a beautiful 
story about a young girl who was 
34 and yet single, it looked like it 
was a cardinal sin to be single, but 

touching and well told story which 
almost drew tears.

Then we had Okafor’s Law that 
grossed N90m in the box office. The 
movie talked about a young man 
who felt that he was strong and 
talented to get any girl he wanted. 
It was a quiet and intriguing story 
that kept most people talking and 
researching to see if it was true, but 
then it was good. 

Then we had Omugwo which 
grossed N45m in the cinema; the 
movie was about the Igbo culture 
and how the mother of the girl has 
to come around to take care of her 
and the new baby for 3 months. It 
was a hilarious story as the mar-
riage was an intercultural one 
between Yoruba and Igbo. Tt was 
ok but didn’t get much traction. 

My ‘Wife and I’, a story about 
the bride and groom who switched 
roles, although most people didn’t 
quite get it, they were able to gross 
in N25m in the first few weeks. 

We had ‘Alter Ego’, ‘Idahosa’, 
and ‘Celebrity Marriage’ that had 
good storylines and production, 
but didn’t make as much returns. 

To end the year we had the 
ground breaking movie ‘The wed-
ding Party 2’ preceding the part 
1 that was a massive hit in 2016, 
smashing all targets and becom-
ing the highest grossing movie in 
Nigeria box office. 

The ‘The Wedding Party 2’ 
hit the cinema in full force De-
cember 15, 2017, although they 
didn’t spend as much as they did 
in part 1, in terms of publicity, the 
word of mouth and referral made 
the movie trend all through 2017 
Christmas season. 

But then most viewers felt that 

fate smiled on her and she found a 
soul mate. The drama around the 
movie was what made it exciting 
and interesting, it was my best 
Nigerian movie for 2017 and it was 
for many. It grossed about $55m in 
the box office. 

We had Picture Perfect, a story 
with Bisola and Remmy Njoku who 
told a story that in life everything is 
never always perfect; it was quiet 

Part 1 was much better than Part 
2, and so weren’t so thrilled. Most 
people who watched part 1 twice 
absolutely did not want to see part 
2 again. Meanwhile speculations 
are riff that there may be a Part 
3, and some viewers may not be 
happy about. 

The truth here is that the pro-
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At last Ediro Edward releases 
‘Grace’, his first single 
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SUNDAYBD C002D5556Sunday 14 January 2018

MABEL DIMMA

E
diro Edwards has 
been in the Nige-
ria music space 
for over 11 years 
professionally, but 

it has been a struggle as his 
time and energy is constantly 
split between football and 
music until now that he has 
decided to give his full atten-
tion to music.

His love for the round 
leather is not hidden as one 
can see from a first glance at 
his athletic physique, though 
his dreadlocks are a dead 
giveaway that he is tilted 
towards the reggae music 
genre.

He may not be a popular 
name in the industry as at yet, 
but in a good turn of events, 
Ediro started 2018 in a good 
way with the launch of a new 
song titled ‘Grace’, last week 
Friday,at Freedom Park, La-
gos which may change the 
tides in his favour. According 
to the artiste, the decision to 
release the single which was 
produced by Kristal Media 
Network now was because of 
the message and inspiration 
behind it.

“I had a very bad experi-

acceptance and publicity. 
Many reggae artistes have 
gone commercial because no 
label is willing to sign them 
doing just reggae. I used to 
think it is the stigma attached 
to rastas as weed smokers, 
but the young musicians 
nowadays do worse; if it is 
because some of them look 
unkempt, then check the 
present youths and trend. We 
need more awareness, record 
labels, media houses to scout 
for talents and sponsor them.”

Asked where he has the 
most fan-base in the country, 
Ediro said, “I have always 
lived and done my music in 
Lagos, but I have airplays 
beyond the shores of Lagos.”

The talented guitarist sure 
has plans to release an album, 
but for those who love reggae, 
it will not be very soon be-
cause he has singles in his kitty 
that he wants to release first.

Though a reggae musi-
cian, Ediro Edwards listens to 
many other genres of music 
ranging from soul, jazz, R n 
B, blues, makossa, country 
and much more, but basically 
reggae. “For vocals, U.roy and 
Luciano, and a rock guitar-
ist called Joel Hoekstra are 
his role models in the music 
industry.”

with a friend for some time. 
Sitting alone with my gui-
tar one evening and think-
ing of my present state (a 

onetime famous actor and a 
talented guitarist/singer) as 
tears rolled down my face, I 
mumbled some freestyle in 
prayer and that was how the 
song “GRACE” came about.

Ediro may have sojourned 
in India for some time, but 
while here in Nigeria, he has 
been involved in collabora-
tions since he started his 
music career, so much so that 
he “has even lost count of the 
number.”

He explained the shift from 
reggae, which reigned for a 
long time in Nigeria to Afro 
hip-hop, which is trendy now, 
saying, “Obviously its effect is 
very much depleted in most 
parts of Nigeria but trust me 
few states still live it up big 
time; like Jos, Calabar and 
some others”.

Adding that, “Reggae mu-
sic is spiritual, try playing 
a reggae song among other 
genres of music and you will 
understand what I mean. To 
me, I feel reggae consist of a 
particular word or use of pat-
ois in whatever rhythm you 
choose. Otherwise, without 
my vocals, you may mistake 
my songs for soul or rock.

“Reggae is not given the 
same platform as other gen-
res here; this is due to poor 

ence selling all of my belong-
ings to seek greener pasture 
in India. I returned home 
stranded and had to put up 

2017 movies: The best, worst...

ducers and actors are smiling to the 
bank as they have already grossed 
over N320m in just 3 weeks, mak-
ing them the highest ever grossing 
movie again in Nigeria, doing this 
back to back in 2 years and sur-
passing their own records. They 
have indeed done well and helped 

improve the movie industry in 
Nigeria making it a N1-billion in-
dustry in just a few years.

To the movies that didn’t really 
smile to the bank in 2017 we had ‘A 
million dollar baby’ and Alakada 
Reloaded.

10 days in sun did make some 
good money, but most people didn’t 
feel it had a very good storyline. 
Banana Island Ghost was another 
funny story, with lots of publicity 
and buzz, causing a lot of people to 
visit the cinema, but most viewers 
didn’t enjoy the movie or return to 
see it a second time.

Reviewing the movie industry 
in 2017 a lot has been revealed, and 
it is obvious that some lessons have 
also been learnt by the producers 
who didn’t really do well; I am sure 
they will go back to the drawing 
board and create a new roadmap 
for 2018. 

The Nigerian movie industry is 
progressing with a lot of improve-
ment in every aspect from produc-
tion, cinematography, casting, to 
choice of location and planning. 

We have seen a switch and 
change in the taste of viewers with 

foreign movies we are indeed 
working hard to support our local 
movies, and we can see it’s work-

ing from the gross earnings of ‘The 
wedding Party 2’.

I must commend the Nigerian 
producers for the good work done 
so far, considering our past and 
how we started, we have really 
stepped up our game and created 
new standards for the world. For 
us the viewers, we are thrilled and 
excited, hoping that it gets better 
with each coming year.

I must commend the producers, 
actors and all who work tirelessly 
in making the movie world a huge 
success. We are indeed grateful 
and appreciative of their efforts 
so far and encourage them to keep 
setting new standards, raising the 
bar each year. 

As usual I am extremely very 
happy and excited again this 2018 as 
I bring 2017 to an end and welcome 
you to my movie world, to our ever 
exciting and loyal readers we want 
to say a big thank you for your sup-
port, contributions and follower-
ship on all our social media handles. 

We sure look forward to keep-
ing you thrilled, informed and 
entertained on the movies to look 
out for this year.

majority of them are expecting so 
much from the Nigerian Produc-
ers. Although majority still want 

The movie Justice League A scene from Wonder Woman
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A 
smart personal assis-
tant, PA, is always a 
plus in the daily run-
ning of the lives of suc-
cessful people. Well, 

not everybody wants an extra 
person tagging along or being on 
the pay role, especially those who 
run virtual offices.

Now, this is what the Pan-Af-
rican financial institution, United 
Bank for Africa (UBA) Plc, has de-
cided to change for all its existing 
and potential customers with the 
introduction of Leo, a Chat Banking 
personality that enables its custom-
ers make use of their social media 
accounts to carry out key banking 
transactions.

At the official launch of the 
app, which took place in Lagos on 
Thursday, customers of the bank 
and journalists were given practi-
cal demonstrations on how to make 
use of the Facebook chat function 
to enjoy seamless banking services 
through chat sessions, thus repre-
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Maybe all you need is that little nudge
…As Nigerian couple wed six days after facebook hook-up

We have all heard about how evil 
most social media platforms 
are and how it encourages 

certain individuals to live fake lives, de-
ceiving others in the process. In fact, we 
have even heard about how people take 
advantage of others they meet on such 
platforms to defraud and even kill them.

So it is heart-warming to hear and 
see something different, something good 
and beautiful come out of social media. 
A Nigerian man and his female friend, 
who have never seen, met or spoken, 
somehow managed to do all three and 
sealed it permanently by getting married.

 It all started when Chidimma Amedu, 
put up a post on his Facebook page, asking 
any lady interested in being his wife to ap-
ply, giving a deadline of less than 48 hours.

Amedu explained that he was keen 
to get married because he was of age and 
“ready to say I do and I am wasting no 
time,” he wrote.

“Send in your applications – the most 
qualified will be married on January 

MABEL DIMMA
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I didn’t know was how serious he was 
about marrying me.

“It was after we met the uncle and his 
wife, that I realised that this could actually 
happen and I wanted it.”

It was now her turn to worry about 
how she was going to get the approval of 
her family to marry a guy she had just met 
on Facebook.

But they had momentum going for 
them. Having met and fallen in love at 
first sight, or first message, if you like, and 
getting Chidimma’s uncle’s approval, the 
couple decided to complete the cycle by 
visiting Sophy’s family the same day.

Sophy recounted how she relayed 
the information to her mother. Her dad 
had passed away, and her mum said she 
did not have the final word in terms of 
giving approval for her to be married, so 
it was up to Sophy’s elder brother to give 
his blessings, and he did.

So after a few questions from her 
brother, it was official – Chidimma and 
Sophy were engaged to be married in 
six days.

Last year Chidimma was engaged 

senting a new lifestyle banking.
It is important to note that this is 

the first time that a financial insti-
tution in Africa has come up with 
such a solution to ease customers’ 
transactions as it has become neces-
sary in the fast-paced world which 
demands quick-time transactions 
and responses.

Now customers will be able to 
open new accounts, receive instant 
transaction notifications, check their 
balances on the go, do transfers 
and airtime top up and other bill 
payments.

Also, users will be able to per-
form other transactions using 
the chat banking like obtaining 
mini-statements, loan applications; 
cheque confirmation, account freez-
ing, among others.

Enhance your lifestyle with Leo, the new artificial intelligent PA from UBA

Kennedy Uzoka, Group Man-
aging Director, UBA, who spoke 
during the Meet Leo launch, said 
that as part of initiatives aimed at 
putting the customer first, the bank 
is continuously developing strate-
gies aimed at easing transactions for 
the bank’s numerous users, while 
ensuring utmost safety of their 
transactions.

He said, “The formulation of 
this product, is consistent with the 
bank’s customer 1st philosophy, 
where we are doing things not the 
way we like, but exactly what the 
customers want, where they want it, 
and in the exact platform they want.

“And so, we have been working 
with technology giants from around 
the world because for UBA with so 
many customers, we have to deal 

with those who have the global 
capacity. Therefore, we at UBA have 
collaborated with facebook to come 
up with this. In future, Leo will show 
up with other platforms. All you 
need to do is to have an account with 
facebook,” he said.

 “Leo being an intelligent per-
sonality will give you feedback 
instantaneously as you transact 
your business on the platform. A 
solution that is from the customer’s 
standpoint which is easy to use by 
anyone regardless of your career,” 
he said.

On his part, Austine Abolusoro, 
Group Head, Online Banking, who 
took participants through the pro-
cess of working with Leo, explained 
that Leo is a chat machine, using ar-
tificial intelligence service as well as 
a personality meant to address any 
type of banking concerns.

“Leo is operating a lifestyle bank-
ing platform on facebook messenger 
to assist with your transactions 
while chatting with your friends 
and business partners. The secu-
rity with this platform is that for 
every transaction, an OTP (One 
Time Password) is generated to the 
phone number that is registered on 
the account.”

The lure of Leo is in its simplicity 
as no special training or manual is 
required for it to be used. He is right 
now the most sought after personal 
assistant because he is smart, young, 
and intelligent, a big plus to your 
everyday life.

He studies your life style over 
time and gives you promptings and 
reminders when he feels you have 
maybe ignored or forgotten an 
event, a place, a person or even buy-
ing the groceries. Leo knows what 
type of designer products you favour 
as well as your favourite perfume. 
To top it off, he can even remind you 
when your house rent or children’s 
school fees are due. Now that is a lot!

to another woman and the wedding 
was scheduled for December, but the 
relationship fell apart in March leaving 
him dejected.

“I had the desire to get married, I had 
a date in mind, but no bride, so I decided 
to place an advert as a joke, but I was open 
and up for it.”

Sophy dismissed any suggestions that 
her relationship was not well thought 
through, saying, “I don’t care about that 
– when you see what you want, you go 
for it.”

Sophy admitted her friends were 
sceptical about the whole thing, while 
some are still in disbelief, but as she said: 
“When you see the one, you will know 
he is the one”.

They got married on 6 January in a 
traditional Igbo ceremony, and posted 
photos of their wedding day on Face-
book. Chidimma put up a post saying 
people may have thought he had been 
joking but he clearly wasn’t. They hope 
to have a church wedding in April and 
perhaps a honeymoon somewhere 
nice, he said. 

6, 2018. Application closes 12 midnight, 
31/12/2017. I am serious about this oh 
and don’t say you did not see it on time. 
Good luck.”

He received a couple of responses, 
but one from a certain Sophy Ijeoma was 
the one which caught his attention. “Am 
interested, just DM me…lols,” her post read.

At first, she thought it was a joke but a 
direct message from him to her inbox, fol-
lowed by a Facebook call, was the nudge 
she needed.

Two days after their first conversa-
tion, he travelled from Abuja, to Enugu 
where she resided. She was waiting for 
him outside a retail store and in true 
fairy-tale style, “it was love at first sight”, 
she recalled, adding that “He is the most 
handsome man I’ve ever met and I liked 
him instantly.”

After trying to make conversation for 
two hours, he asked her follow him to his 
uncle, who is also resident in Enugu.

Asked what was going through her 
mind at the time, she said she thought it 
was all a bit of a joke, but she was excited 
about it and thought Chidimma was quite 

an interesting character.
“We got to the uncle’s house and he 

said: ‘Uncle, meet the woman I want to 
marry.’”

Like Chidimma, his family don’t seem 
to hang about when it comes to getting 
things done, because the uncle gave his 
approval.

The couple had been friends on Face-
book for over a year but had never spoken 
to each other before the advert

Whereas picking your future wife 
from dozens of respondents to a Facebook 
marriage advert and marrying her in six 
days is decidedly not.

At this point in their day-old relation-
ship, it was beginning to dawn on Sophy 
that this fellow was not playing, but how 
do you commit to marrying someone you 
only just met?

She would not comment on whether 
they had even shared as much as a kiss at 
that point, but maintained she was cap-
tivated by how focused and determined 
her new fiancé was.

“When I saw him for the first time, I 
definitely found him attractive, but what 

GMD/CEO, United Bank for Africa( UBA )Plc, Mr. Kennedy Uzoka addressing customers and staff during the launch and introduction of Leo, a 
Chat Banking Personality on  Social Media Platforms by UBA in Lagos on Thursday.

L-R: Executive Director, Lagos and West, United Bank for Africa(UBA) Plc, Mr. Ayoku Liadi; 
CEO, UBA Francophone Africa, UBA Plc, Mr. Emeke Iweriebor; Group Head, Online Banking, 
Austin Abolusoro; GMD/CEO,  UBA Plc, Mr. Kennedy Uzoka; Executive Director/Group Chief 
Operations Officer, UBA Plc, Mr. Chukwuma Nweke; and Executive Director, Risk Management, 
UBA Plc, Mr Ike Uche,  during the launch and introduction of Leo, a Chat Banking Personality 
on  Social Media Platforms by UBA in Lagos on Thursday
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Talks of media mogul 
and television pro-
ducer Oprah Win-

frey “actively thinking” 
ab out  running for  the 
US presidency in 2020, is 
gathering momentum it 
seems as several offshore 
betting sites have listed 
o d d s  o n  h e r  p o t e n t i a l 
presidential  campaign 
and have positioned her 
as the leading potential 
candidate of a crowded 
Democratic field.

MABEL DIMMA

Focus: Will Oprah Winfrey be POTUS come 2020?
After  h er  em oti onal 

acceptance speech at the 
Golden Globes, observers 
noticed her rallying cry 
sounded much like a po-
tential campaign speech. 
W i t h  h e r  h i g h  n a m e -
recognition, admiration 
from many women and 
men across the political 
spectrum, and President 
Donald Trump’s success as 
a presidential candidate, 
“Oprah 2020?” headlines 
began popping up.

Meanwhile, Gayle King, 
her best friend and con-
fidante, said on Tuesday 

t h at  W i n f re y  i s  “ ve r y 
intrigued” about the idea.

King’s comments came 
after Winfrey’s speech at 
the Golden Globe awards 
threw up speculations that 
she might be considering 
venturing into politics.

Speaking on ‘CBS This 
Morning’, King said Op-
rah’s past position that 
she was not interested in 
running for president re-
mained unchanged. “I do 
think she’s intrigued by 
the idea, I do think that.”

“I also know that after 
years of watching ‘The Op-

rah (Winfrey) Show’ you 
always have the right to 
change your mind. I don’t 
think at this point she’s 
actually considering it.”

Following Winfrey’s 
speech on sexual harass-
ment and assault in Hol-
lywood, social media lit 
up about a possible presi-
dential run.

Writers and newscast-
ers debated the merits of 
her potential candidacy 
and her chances in a hy-
pothetical race. But book-
makers’ listed odds sug-
gest Oprah might have the 

strongest chance of any-
one to beat out Trump for 
the Oval Office, as she’s 
now listed with the sec-
ond-best odds in what’s 
expected to be a crowded 
field of candidates.

Republican President 
D o n a l d  Tr u m p  w o u l d 
gladly face Winfrey in the 
2020 presidential race, a 
White House spokesman 
said on Monday.

Winfrey is one of the 
US’  wealthiest  women 
and has been long associ-
ated with the Democratic 
party and fundraising.
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C
ardio, that one thing 
t h at  e ve r y  w o m a n 
thinks about when she 
wants to lose weight 
and get in shape; it is all 

the jumping, cycling, swimming, 
walking, dancing and more. But 
the question is: what types of car-
dio exercises are best for women.

The answer to that is there is 
no tailor-made cardio activity that 
every woman must do. Different 
women will prefer different forms 
of cardio. I, for one love to dance 
(even if I don’t dance so well) and 
jump ropes. I can move about in 
a dance for more than one hour 
without getting tired. I burn tons 
of calories doing that.

Some others may prefer to 
walk, while others may consider 
walking as not an effective form of 
cardio, or what you call lazy-man 
exercise, it might actually be the 
best option for a woman who is 
severely overweight and can only 
manage to walk short distances. 
To know which type of cardio is 
best for you, ask yourself these 
questions:

What is your activity level?
If you have been inactive for 

years, you should go for a cardio 
activity that is not high impact 
or strenuous. Stationary bike, 
swimming, and walking are good 
examples of cardio exercises you 
can do to slowly improve your 
fitness level.

Doing exercises that are high 
impacts will not only be exhaust-
ing for you as a sedentary person, 
but it could also be injurious. Your 
best bet at the moment is to take it 
slow and gently ease yourself into 
a lifestyle that is more active.

What do you like to do?
What’s the fun in doing a work-

out routine you hate?  It is best to 
pick an activity that you enjoy do-
ing. Don’t like burpees? Then don’t 
do it. Hate to run? Then don’t run. 
Love walking? Hey, walk as much 

CHINWE OBINWANNE

tion to stop when the desired goal 
is achieved.

Many women stop doing the 
workouts immediately they reach 
their goals. This is because they 
hate what they are doing and 
the downside of doing this is that 
they regain all the weight they’ve 
lost and more. But when you do 
cardio activities that you love, 
you’ll keep doing them even after 
getting to your goal weight and 
that will help you keep off any 
excess weight from coming back. 
Remember that fitness should be 
a lifestyle, not a destination.

What’s your goal?
Do you aim to build strength? 

If so, then your cardio activity 
should incorporate strength train-
ing into it. If however, you desire 
to build stamina, aim for activities 

that have a higher focus on endur-
ance. The key thing is to know 
your goals and always make sure 
that you adapt your cardio train-
ing to achieve those goals.

Now that you know what to 
look out for, pick a cardio activ-
ity (or more) that you like that 
also aligns with your goals, then 
set out doing it at least 3 times 
per week. Stay consistent with 
your training, trust the process 
and know that results come over 
time. Commit to transforming 
your appearance/health and be 
determined to train towards its 
achievement. And oh, don’t forget 
that what you eat also plays a big 
role in the results you achieve 
or don’t.

“It is never easy, but those who 
persist win the crown.”

as you want. Is dance your thing? 
Then dance like no one is watch-
ing. Just make sure you are doing 
what you enjoy doing.

Cardio exercises most suitable 
for women

The truth is that any active-
ity that you are actually going to 
DO is most suitable for you. Be 
it kickboxing, running, dancing, 
power walking, cycling- name it!  
Doing what you love and enjoy 
will ensure that you stick with it 
for the long haul.

The other day, I told my col-
league that I exercised when I got 
home from work, and she asked 
me how I manage to do that de-
spite being tired. Honestly, I don’t 
always exercise when I get back 
from work in the evening, but 
when I do; it is because I perform 

routines that I love- so instead of 
dreading the workout, I actually 
look forward to it.

The big mistake most women 
make is that they pick activities 
they don’t like just because they 
hear it is the most effective exer-
cise for burning calories and losing 
weight fast. This makes you ap-
proach your workouts grudgingly 
because you simply lack interest. 
If you don’t enjoy your workouts, 
your mind will always make up 
excuses to avoid it.

Don’t be so bothered about that 
weight loss goal – just keep eating 
healthy and maintaining a caloric 
deficit, the cardio will increase 
your metabolism and you’ll see the 
fat dropping off. Soon, the activity 
you love will become a part of your 
lifestyle eliminating the tempta-

What are the best cardio exercises for women?
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NewsmakersOfYesteryears
Obafemi Awolowo: Endowed with robust planning 
capacity, notable integrity, ardent nationalism …

H
e was not a demagogue 
but he was an intellec-
tual, a thinker, an ardent 
planner and innovator. 
His thoughts, in print, 

corroborate this point of argument. 
He had the following books to his 
credit:

    Path to Nigerian Freedom
    Awo – Autobiography of Chief 

Obafemi Awolowo
My Early Life
Thoughts on the Nigerian Con-

stitution
The People’s Republic
The Strategy & Tactics of the 

People’s Republic of Nigeria
The Problems of Africa – The 

Need for Ideological Appraisal
Awo on the Nigerian Civil War
Path to Nigerian Greatness
Voice of Reason
Voice of Courage
Voice of Wisdom
Adventures in Power – Book 1 – 

My March Through Prison
Adventures in Power – Book 2 – 

Travails of Democracy
Information Nigeria portal says 

the following about this Nigeria’s 
great statesman of all time:

He is most notable as the outstand-
ing first premier of the Western 
Region but was also a successful 
federal commissioner for finance 
and vice president of the Federal Ex-
ecutive Council in the Civil War and 
was thrice a major contender for his 
country’s highest office.

He was the first Leader of Govern-
ment Business and Minister of Local 
Government and Finance, and first 
Premier of the Western Region under 
Nigeria’s parliamentary system, from 
1952 to 1959.

He was the official Leader of the 
Opposition in the federal parliament 
to the Balewa government from 1959 
to 1963. In recognition of all these, 
Awolowo was the first individual in 
the modern era to be named Leader of 
the Yorubas (Yoruba: Asiwaju Awon 
Yoruba or Asiwaju Omo Oodua).

Awolowo pioneered free primary 
education in Nigeria in the Western 
Region and also free health care. 
Although Awolowo failed to win the 
1979 and 1983 presidential elections 
of the Second Republic, he polled 
the second highest number of votes 
and his policies of free education and 
limited free health were carried out 
throughout all the states controlled by 
his party, the Unity Party of Nigeria.

Awolowo is best remembered 
for his remarkable integrity, ardent 
nationalism, principled and virile 
opposition, and dogged federalist 
convictions. His party was the first to 
move the motion for Nigeria’s indepen-
dence in the federal parliament and he 
obtained internal self-government for 
the Western Region.

Pioneering efforts
Awo was one of the founding 

fathers of the nation, Nigeria.
He is credited with coining the 

name “naira” for the Nigerian standard 
monetary unit and helped to finance 
the Civil War and preserve the federa-
tion without borrowing.

He built the Liberty Stadium in 

SIAKA MOMOH

(NNDP) under Akintola’s leadership. 
Having previously suspended the 
elected Western Regional Assembly, the 
federal government then reconstituted 
the body after manoeuvres that brought 
Akintola’s NNDP into power without an 
election. Shortly afterwards Awolowo 
and several disciples were arrested, 
charged, convicted (of treason), and 
jailed for conspiring with the Ghanaian 
authorities under Kwame Nkrumah 
to overthrow the federal government.

Legacy
In 1992, the Obafemi Awolowo 

Foundation was founded as an in-
dependent, non-profit, non-partisan 
organisation committed to furthering 
the symbiotic interaction of public 
policy and relevant scholarship 
with a view to promoting the overall 
development of the Nigerian nation. 
The Foundation was launched by 
the President of Nigeria at that time, 
General Ibrahim Babangida, at the 
Liberty Stadium, Ibadan.

However, his most important 
bequests (styled Awoism) are his 
exemplary integrity, his welfarism, 
his contributions to hastening the 
process of decolonisation and his 
consistent and reasoned advocacy of 
federalism-based on ethno-linguistic 
self-determination and uniting po-
litically strong states-as the best basis 
for Nigerian unity. Awolowo died 
peacefully at his Ikenne home, on 9 
May 1987, at the age of 78 and was laid 
to rest in Ikenne, amid tributes across 
political and ethno-religious divides.

His burial ceremony, a top national 
one, pulled the cream of Nigerian 
politicians, traditional rulers, business 
chieftains, etc to Ikenne. It had one the 
best of reportage of events Nigeria 
has ever had. Yours sincerely was 
priviledged to be part of Vanguard 
media team.

Obafemi Awolowo

fees were paid promptly, and my 
books were bought quite in advance.” 
But his Father died in 1920 when 
Femi Awolowo was 11 years old. That 
fatherhood support was gone; he was 
on his own.

 The story of this self-made man 
commenced from this point. Awolo-
wo, on his own, managed to get a 
British education at a mission school 
in Ibadan, and then made his way to 
London, where he studied law. He 
became a barrister of the Inner Temple. 
Returning to Nigeria he became an 
advisor to the trade unions. He did 
not take a strong political line against 
the British until about 1948.

So Awo knew how tough it was 
to get educated and got committed 
(I believe) to helping the poor to get 
educated.

Western Nigeria crisis
At the commencement of Inde-

pendence, Awo led the Action Group 
as the Leader of the Opposition in the 

federal parliament, leaving Samuel 
Ladoke Akintola as the Western Re-
gion Premier. Serious disagreements 
between Awolowo and Akintola on 
how to run the Western region led 
the latter to an alliance with the Ta-
fawa Balewa-led NPC federal govern-
ment. A constitutional crisis led to the 
declaration of a state of emergency 
in the Western Region, eventually 
resulting in a widespread breakdown 
of law and order. It was a national 
calamity that saw hundreds of houses 
in flames and loss of hundreds of lives. 
Moses Adekoyejo Majekodunmi was 
appointed Administrator of Western 
Region during the crisis. He was in 
office between June 29, 1962 and 
December 1962.

Excluded from national govern-
ment, Awolowo and his party faced 
an increasingly precarious position. 
Akintola’s followers, angered at their 
exclusion from power, formed the 
Nigerian National Democratic Party 

Ibadan, the first of its kind in Africa
He also established the WNTV 

(Western Nigeria television), the first 
television station in Africa

He equally erected the first sky-
scraper in tropical Africa: the Cocoa 
House (still the tallest in Ibadan) and 
ran a widely respected civil service in 
the Western Region.

He was also conferred with the 
highest national honour of Grand 
Commander of the Federal Republic 
of Nigeria, a rank and a title that is 
ordinarily bestowed on the country’s 
president.

Politics
 According to historic records, 

Awolowo was Nigeria’s foremost fed-
eralist. In his Path to Nigerian Freedom 
(1947) – the first systematic federalist 
manifesto by a Nigerian politician – 
he advocated federalism as the only 
basis for equitable national integration.  
As head of the Action Group, he led 
demands for a federal constitution, 
which was introduced in the 1954 
Lyttleton Constitution following 
primarily the model proposed by the 
Western Region delegation led by him.

As premier, Awolowo proved to 
be and was viewed as a man of vision 
and a dynamic administrator.  He was 
also the country’s leading social demo-
cratic politician. He supported limited 
public ownership and limited central 
planning in government. He believed 
that the state should channel Nigeria’s 
resources into education and state-led 
infrastructural development.

Free primary education 
If you are wondering why free 

primary education was a policy close 
to the heart of Awo, his childhood ex-
perience may help to explain this. He 
said in an interview with in Vanguard 
in February 1986: “As a little boy and 
‘scholar’, I lacked nothing. My school 
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National Museum hosts less visits in Lagos

OBINNA EMELIKE

Is Lagos thinking tourism with cabinet reshuffle?

T
he news on Tuesday Janu-
ary 12, 2018 that Steve 
Ayorinde, erstwhile com-
missioner for Information 
and Strategy Lagos State, 

has been moved to Tourism, Arts and 
Culture ministry was well-received 
in the tourism community across 
the state.

The reason being that despite 
the huge tourism potential across 
the state, little or nothing is heard 
about tourism, which is adjudged 
globally as high revenue earner and 
foremost employer of labour, two 
areas the state insists it is committed 
to deliver on.

For many tourism stakeholders in 
the state, the few activities and less 
popularity of tourism in the state are 
attributable to the lack of passion-
ate and knowable leadership in the 
ministry.

The last time tourism made news 
in the state was during the tenure 
of Tokunbo Afikuyomi who started 
a fight with the Nigerian Tourism 
Development Corporation (NTDC) for 
the control of tourism revenue, hotel 
classification, registration of tourism 
enterprises across the state, which 
used to be under NTDC before then. 
Of course, Lagos State won the case, 
made name and encouraged other 
states to toe same line. Afikuyomi 
was able to pull such clout because 
he represented Lagos Central con-
stituency in the Nigerian Senate 
and once nursed an ambition to rule 
Lagos State.

But since then, there had been 
two commissioners of tourism and 
an acting commissioner, yet tourism 
failed to live up to the expectations of 
the state’s board of internal revenue 
despite the so-called potential.

Probably, in a move to put a round 
peg in a round hole, Akinwunmi 
Ambode, governor of Lagos State, 
decided to move Ayorinde from his 
former ministry where he served 
well to another, which the governor 
thinks Ayorinde should bring his 
magic wand to resuscitate.

Ayorinde was able to deliver on 
his last job as Commissioner for In-
formation and Strategy because of his 
closeness to the media, his constitu-
ency, which he served from a reporter 
to editor and other management 
positions. As well, his professionalism 

Central Business Bistrict, Lagos Island

standards across tourism facilities, 
hotels and their product offerings 
should improve beyond lip service, 
while taxis at the Murtala Interna-
tional Airport should wear new look 
with well-informed operators who 
double as first tour guides to visitors.

It is a good thing that work has 
commenced on the airport road, it 
should not stop, as well as the comple-
tion of the railway will raise the state’s 
status.

But the hoodlums ‘agbero’ need 
to be taken care of, and the growing 
heaps of refuge that seems to deface 
Lagos.

The commissioner will do well 
with more collaborations with tour-
ism and hospitality stakeholders. He 
should also remember crowd pullers 
such as entertainment, conferenc-
ing, religious pilgrimages as part of 
tourism and should be supported 
more than before, especially now he 
is in charge.

T
he National Commis-
sion for Museums 
and Monuments 
(NCMM), Lagos office 

has announced that it had 
recorded 41,826 visitors in 
2017.

Speaking recently on 
the dwindling visitations, 
Emmanuel Omotosho, head, 
Education Department, 
NCMM, the commission 
suffered low patronage 
towards the end of the year 
due to fuel scarcity.

The scarcity, according 
to him, accounted for a 
shortfall in patronage when 
compared with 46,359 visi-
tors recorded in 2016.

Omotosho said that the 
museum hosted 42,724 in 
2015, 46,359 in 2016 and 
41,826 in 2017 with a differ-
ence of 4,533 when com-
pared to 2016.

He noted that before 
now, patronage at the 
museum had been on the 
increase, saying this was 

also aided a smooth sail while in that 
position, while loyalty to his principal 
was never in doubt.

With all these going for him and 
as an official who has the back of his 
governor, Ayonrinde can turn the 
tables for tourism in the state. Also, 
as a onetime culture reporter, Ayor-
inde is not a novice to the plight 
of the sector and will not beg for 
support from stakeholders who are 
happy that their kind is in position.

Beyond that, Ayorinde is well-
traveled and is expected to bring his 
wealth of experience to the table. 
Like the popular saying, ‘no one can 
reinvent the wheel’, all one need do 
is to copy and replicate world class 
tourism development model that 
suits his clime.

With over N30 billion Internally 
Generated Revenue (IGR), a figure 
that is more than the revenue of 
30 states combined, the state still 
needs more because of the pressure 

of its over 20 million population on 
infrastructure, security and wel-
fare. Therefore, the state seems to 
recognize the potential of tourism 
in revenue and job creation, hence 
moving someone who the governor 
thinks is a performer to turn the 
tables for tourism in the state.

The question is not whether 
Ayorinde can do the job or not. Of 
course, he can. He has delivered 
while in the Information and Strat-
egy Ministry, and now in his real 
constituency, he does not have any 
excuse not to perform.

He is charged with the repack-
ing, rebranding and marketing all 
the numerous tourism potential of 
Lagos first to Nigerians and to the 
global tourists as well as convert the 
many who usually come for busi-
ness visits to tourists even for one 
day tour of their closest attraction.

Eyo, which is the cultural iden-
tify of Lagos, the Black Heritage 

Festival, Lagos Carnival, One Lagos 
Fiesta among other state-sponsored 
events are expected to gain trac-
tion. Of course, the long stretch of 
beaches across the state are in for 
better use, especially the ones tar-
geted at tourists, while the coastal 
communities should gear up for 
more visitors.

It is also time to open up Tarkwa 
Bay, Ilashe, Inagbe and other islands 
for more tourism related activities 
bearing world class facilities and 
security in mind. It is also time to 
return to Badagry. The slave relics 
can still earn foreign exchange like 
its likes across the world; all we need 
is repacking, hosting events around 
them and improving on facilities 
and security.

Well, the new commissioner 
should also look towards the one and 
only Ajegunle as slum tourism brings 
millions of dollars to Brazilian tourism 
every year. It can be done. However, 

affected by the induced fuel 
scarcity.

“It is unfortunate that 
patronage went down last 
year due to fuel scarcity, 
we were doing well since 
the beginning of the year, 
but the fuel scarcity expe-
rienced in December gave 
us this result. We hope this 
problem is finally resolved 
so that people will not be 
deprived of coming into 
the museum to gain knowl-
edge,” he said.
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Starting off with nature

S
urprisingly,  the 
y e a r  t h a t  j u s t 
s t a r t e d  y e s -
t e r d a y  i s  t w o 
we eks days old 

t o d a y.  B u t  t h e  f e t i n g 
s e e m s  t o  c o n t i n u e  e s -
p e cially for thos e that 
res olve to enjoy every 
bit  of leisure that b oth 
nature and man are of-
f e r i n g  t h i s  y e a r.  I t  i s 
imp erative to start  off 
the year in go o d note.

I t  a l s o  i m p l i e s  t h at 
you do not ne e d to get 
so busy this year to for-
g e t  n at u r e ’ s  e mb ra c e , 
if  you did s o in the just 
c onclude d 2017.

The ever-enticing al-
lures of nature are not 
hard to find.  They are 
e ve r y w h e re ;  f ro m  t h e 
lush gre en gardens and 
p a r k s ,  t h e  r e f r e s h i n g 
o c e a n  b r e e z e  a t  t h e 
b eaches ,  the b eautiful 
lands cap es and breath-
i n g  s i t e s  t o  u n i q u e 
c u l t u r a l  e v e n t s  b u i l t 
a r o u n d  t o p  d e s t i n a -
tions.

As a matter of imp or-
tanc e,  res olving to find 
t i m e  t o  r e l a x  a n d  d e -
light in nature’s  b eau-
tiful ab o de,  will  do you 
w e l l  h e a l t h ,  l i f e s t yl e , 
b u s i n e s s  a n d  l e i s u r e 
wis e this year.

T h e y  a r e  r e a l l y  a t 
your door step. As much 
as one works hard this 
n e w  y e a r,  o n e  o f  t h e 
resolutions should be to 
treat oneself to the best 
of leisure.

In doing s o,  obvious-
ly,  i t  will  do you go o d 
t o  a l l o w  t h e  p o w e r  o f 
nature to nurture your 
b o dy and s oul this new 
year.

You can go hors e rid-
ing.  It  is  an incre dible 
exp erienc e to b e on the 
b a c k  o f  s u c h  a  s t ro n g 
and b eautiful creature. 
Y o u  c a n  r i d e  t h ro u g h 
on the sprawling beach-
es ,  on a  trai l  in  a  s c e-
n i c  a r e a  w i t h  o n e  o r 
more other p e ople.  The 
l e n g t h  o f  t i m e  va r i e s , 
dep ending on the lo ca-
tion and the pric e paid.

V i s i t i n g  a  b o t a n i -
c a l  g a r d e n  w i l l  a l s o 
h e i g h t e n  y o u r  c o m -
mu n i o n  w i t h  n a t u r e . 
T h e  f l o w e r s  m ay  t a ke 

your breath away. The 
e d u c at i o n  a n d  e x p e r i -
enc e that you get  dur-
ing your visit  is  pric e-
l e s s .  Y o u  m ay  h ave  t o 
p a y  e x t r a  f o r  s p e c i a l 
e x h i b i t s  a n d  t o  v i e w 
various parts of the b o-
tanical  garden,  but it  is 
worth it .

A picnic  in the park 
w h e r e  y o u  c a n  w at c h 
the sun s et will  not b e 
a bad idea. Pack a lunch, 
a  f l u f f y  b l a n k e t  a n d 
h e a d  t o  y o u r  n e a r e s t 
park.  Sit  together with 
your loved ones or even 
a l o n e  a s  t h e  c a s e  m ay 
b e,  enjoy fantastic fo o d 
and exp erienc e a  sun -
s et that you may never 
forget.

O n e  s u r e  t h i n g  i s 
t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o n  t h e 
s e v e r a l  k i l o m e t e r s 
o f  s p r a w l i n g  b e a c h e s 
that nature bless es the 
c o u n t r y  w i t h .  Ta k i n g 
a walk on the b each in 
the evening is  b oth ro-
mantic and inexpensive 
date with nature.  Lo ok 
out at  the huge o c ean, 
f e e l  t h e  s a n d  b e n e at h 
your feet and for lovers, 

great conversation with 
each other may b e the 
m a g i c .  W hy  yo u  mu s t 
do this is that when you 
go in the evening,  you 
get  to  v iew the c olors 
of the sky and water in 
a whole different light 
than if  you were to go 
during the day.

Go on a bird or wild-
l i f e  w a t c h .  T h e  a b i l -
i t y  t o  s e e  t h e s e  g i a n t 
animals in their natural 
h a b i t a t  i s  s o m e t h i n g 
t h at  e ve r y o n e  s h o uld 
do at least once in their 
l i f e .  G o i n g  w h i l e  o n  a 
date with one’s lover is 
the perfect opportunity. 
Both of  you will  b e in 
awe and it is an experi-
ence that you can share 
together.

Find time to relax and 
delight in these nature’s 
beautiful abodes.

They are at your door 
s t e p .  F o r  b e a c h  l o v -
e r s ;  t h e  A ko d o  B e a c h , 
H e r m i t a g e  Re s o r t ,  L a 
C ampagne Res ort,  Port 
Harcourt beach, among 
others are ever ready to 
welcome you on a visit.

Afi Mountain Sanctu-

ary and Mambila Plateau 
are relatively good and 
offer some kind of safari 
tours.  The Obudu Moun-
tain Resort, Shere Hills, 
Afi Canopy Walk among 
others will surprise you 
with their fantastic eco-
t o u r i s m  p o t e n t i a l s .  A 
return visit will confirm 
the timelessness of their 
allures. City tours to Og-
bunike C ave,  Awuhum 
Waterfall, Olumo Rock, 
Idanre Hills,  parks and 
monuments cannot come 
short of visitors’ expec-
t at i o n s  b e c a u s e  t h e re 
a re  m a ny  e xc i t e m e n t s 
that will clue their eyes 
to  the attract ions .  For 
the family-minded, the 
good thing is that most 
o f  t h e s e  e s c a p e s  h ave 
at t ra c t i o n s  t h at  m a ke 
for an excellent family 
location. There is always 
something for everyone 
to do.

The truth is that the 
excitements will  usher 
you into your private re-
treat and set you on the 
mood for leisure.

To live a healthier life 
and enjoy your stay at 
these destinations: Play 
soothing music of your 
choice as you relax in a 
hot shower or bath. The 
h e at  o f  t h e  s h o w e r  o r 
bath is  relaxing to the 
muscles and rejuvenates 
your body.

Tell yourself about five 
things you really appre-
ciated that day. Even in 
the worst of days there 
are some things you can 
reflect on that can make 

you smile because smil-
ing is a natural releaser 
of stress.

Laughter is a huge part 
of releasing stress;  the 
more you laugh the bet-
ter you feel and it makes 
the bad things not seem 
so bad. Sometimes, some 
of the events of the day 
are great  ways to  f ind 
laughter.

Find a sport that you 
enjoy and can give you a 
release. No matter your 
choice of relaxation do 
t h e  t h i n g s  y o u  l o v e . 
W h e n  y o u  l o ve  d o i n g 
something you are more 
inclined to stick with it 
and enjoy it. Find a way 
to release your stress and 
live a healthier lifestyle 
w i t h o ut  a n g e r,  s t re s s , 
a n d  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  b e 
stronger.

A n d  i n  s o m e  c a s e s , 
turn off all  T.V. ,  radio, 
a n d  s o u n d s  a n d  a l l o w 
yourself to sit in silence 
while you release your 
stress for the day. Medi-
tation is a strong source, 
but if  you are not into 
me ditation then just  a 
s imple few minutes  of 
silence help control your 
t h o u g h t s  a n d  r e l e a s e 
stress.

To avoid unne c essar-
i l y  d e l a y s  o r  p o s s i b l e 
d i s a p p o i n t m e n t s  t h i s 
year,  you may ne e d to 
m a k e  h o t e l  r e s e r v a -
tions,  airfares ,  c inema 
and mus eum tickets in 
advanc e,  esp e cially for 
summer.

Che ers!
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Travel
With 130m passengers Lufthansa reach an all-time high in 2017

I
n D e c emb er 2017,  the 
airlines of the Lufthansa 
Group welcomed around 
9.3 million passengers. This 
shows an increase of 19.9% 

compared to the previous year’s 
month.

The available seat kilometers 
were up 14.2% over the previ-
ous year, at the same time, sales 
increased by 15.9%. The seat load 
factor improved accordingly, 
rising 1.1 percentage points com-
pared to December 2016 to 78.9%.

 In total, the airlines of the 
Lufthansa Group welcomed 
around 130 million passengers 
on board their aircraft in 2017 
and set with this number a new 
passenger record. The seat load 
factor on the 1.1 million flights 
last year remained on a record 
course of 80.9 percent.

The currency adjusted yield 
indication continuous to develop 
positively in December.

Cargo capacity increased 6.6% 
year-on-year, while cargo sales 
were up 5.8% in revenue ton-
kilometer terms. As a result, the 

million passengers in December. 
Among this total, 2.1 million 
passengers were on short-haul 
flights and 251,000 flew long-
haul. This amounts to an in-
crease of 80.3% in comparison 
to the previous year. December 
capacity was 107.2% above its 
prior-year level, while its sales 
volume was up 113%, resulting in 
an increased seat load factor by 
2.2 percentage points of 79.4%.

On short-haul services the 
Point-to-Point Airlines raised 
capacity 77.7% and increased 
sales volume by 90.1%, result-
ing in a 5.0 percentage points 
increase in seat load factor of 
77.0%, compared to December 
2016. The seat load factor for the 
long-haul services decreased 5.7 
percentage points to 82.7% dur-
ing the same period, following a 
170.1% increase in capacity and 
a 152.8% rise in sales volume, 
compared to the previous year.

The Point-to-Point Airlines 
carried a total of 32.6 million 
passengers in 2017, 77.0% more 
than in the previous year. At 
79.9%, the seat load factor was 
0.3 percentage points higher 
than in 2016.

Stories by IFEOMA OKEKE

E
mirates is extending its 
popular My Emirates Pass 
programme to Nigerian 
customers visiting Dubai 

this winter season.
Nigerians traveling to Dubai 

between January and March, will 
get exclusive offers and discounts 
across the city simply by turning 
the Emirates boarding pass into an 
exclusive membership card.

Those flying to or through 
Dubai between 1 January and 31 
March 2018 can take advantage 
of a range of offers at some of 
Dubai’s best known hotspots by 
simply showing their Emirates 
boarding pass and a valid form of 
identification.

My Emirates Pass has also ex-
panded the programme with more 
partners - customers can now 
enjoy special discounts at over 250 
world class restaurants and hotel 
dining outlets in Dubai. Exclusive 
offers are also available on a range 
of leisure activities including visits 
to championship golf courses, 
thrilling theme parks or luxury 
spas across the city.

“Dubai is one of the world’s 
most vibrant cities, with a diverse 
range of experiences to suit every-
one and keep travellers returning 
time and time again. This year, 
we’ve doubled the number of 
partners in the My Emirates Pass 
programme to give our customers 
more options and even better val-
ue on their visit. Whether it’s your 
first time in Dubai or a return trip, 
there is always something new 

Emirates extends special winter  offer to Nigerian travellers
to explore,” says Afzal Parambil, 
Regional Manager West Africa.

With temperatures hovering 
between 20-25 degrees in the 
winter months, Dubai provides 
a great escape for visitors. Its 
year-round sunshine, world-
class shopping and restaurants, 
stunning beaches and iconic 
buildings offers something for 
the whole family.

Visitors to Dubai can use My 
Emirates Pass to enjoy some of the 
city’s must-see places like Global 
Village - multi-cultural festival 
park and shopping destination - as 
well as theme parks such as Wild 
Wadi Waterpark and IMG World 
of Adventures.

Emirates’ hub in Dubai provides 
direct connections to over 150 
cities in 80 countries. The airline 
offers excellent onboard service 
from an international cabin crew 
who come from 135 nationalities 

and speaks over 60 languages. 
With lie-flat beds in Business 

Class, the largest in-seat screens 
in the world in Economy class at 
13.3 inches and up to 3,000 chan-
nels of on-demand entertainment 
on the award-winning inflight 
entertainment system, ice Digital 
Widescreen, Emirates provides 
quality products and value for 
money.

Those travelling with children 
can take advantage of the exten-
sive family offering from prior-
ity boarding across all airports 
to special kid’s meals, dedicated 
children’s entertainment on ice 
and exclusive toys and Lonely 
Planet Kids activity bags on board. 
Emirates is the only airline to oper-
ate an all Airbus A380 and Boeing 
777 fleet, further elevating the 
passenger experience on board 
through a modern, state-of-the-art 
wide-body fleet.

D
elta Air Lines was 
named the World’s 
Most On-Time Air-
line among main-

line carriers by the aviation 
data and analytics company 
FlightGlobal, incorporating 
FlightStats, and is the first U.S. 
airline to earn the industry-
leading distinction in the nine 
years FlightGlobal’s FlightStats 
has presented its OPS Awards, 
according to a release by the 
company Tuesday.

In 2017, Delta’s mainline op-
eration saw 85.94 percent of 
flights arrive within 14 minutes 
of the scheduled arrival time, 
the industry’s widely used defi-
nition of on-time, according to 
FlightStats.

“We are extremely proud of 
what Delta employees have been 
able to accomplish in service to 
our customers to drive a safe and 
reliable global operation,” said Gil 
West, Delta’s Executive Senior 
Vice President and Chief Operat-
ing Officer. “The results reported 
by FlightStats are humbling and 
yet another proof point that 
Delta employees worldwide 
are redefining operational ex-
cellence. Hats off to all Delta 
employees who come to work 

every day looking for ways to 
make meaningful improvements 
to the airline and continue to 
differentiate ourselves from our 
competitors.”

Delta was also recognized 
as North America’s most on-
time major carrier—a title that 
takes into account the Delta 
Connection regional operation. 
FlightStats reports that Delta, 
together with its regional part-
ners,  saw 84.06 p ercent of 
flights arrive on time in 2017, 
based on FlightStats’ analysis 
of flight status and arrival data 
pulled from over 600 global 
sources and data feeds.

Delta flies more than 180 
million customers annually 
on approximately 5,000 daily 
mainline and Delta Connection 
flights. The airline achieved 
its strong operational perfor-
mance in 2017 despite a string 
of hurricanes in the U.S. and 
Caribbean, and a snow storm at 
Delta’s largest hub in Atlanta in 
December. Still Delta recorded 
several company bests, includ-
ing a record 242 days in 2017 
without a mainline flight can-
cellation and 90 days in which 
mainline and Delta Connection 
were cancel-free.

Delta named 2017’s most 
on-time global airline

…9.3m passengers flew Lufthansa Group Airlines in December
…Seat load factor improved by 1.1 percentage points up to 78.9%

Cargo load factor decreased 0.5 
percentage points in December. 
Overall, the cargo capacity in 
2017 was 3.3% higher than in 
the previous year. At the same 
time, cargo sales in this period 
increased by 7.4%, resulting in a 
load factor of 2.7 higher percent-
age points than in 2016.

Network Airlines
The Network Airlines Luf-

thansa German Airlines, SWISS 
and Austrian Airlines carried 7 
million passengers in December, 
7.4% more than in the prior-
year period. Compared to the 
previous year, the available seat 

kilometers increased by 4.5% 
in December. The sales volume 
was up 5.8% over the same pe-
riod, raising seat load factor by 
1 percentage points to 78.7%. 
In 2017, the Network Airlines 
carried 97.4 million passengers 
and therefore 6.8% more than 
in the previous year. During this 
period, the seat load factor for 
Network Airlines increased by 
2.1 percentage points to 81.1%.

Lufthansa German Airlines 
transported 4.7 million passen-
gers in December, a 7.3% increase 
compared to the same month 
last year. A 4.2% increase in seat 

kilometers in 
December corresponds to a 

5.1% increase in sales. Further-
more, the seat load factor was up 
to 79.2%, therefore 0.7 percent-
age points above the prior-year’s 
level. In 2017, Lufthansa German 
Airlines carried 66.2 million pas-
sengers, 6.1% more than in the 
previous year. At 81.6%, the seat 
load factor was 2.5 percentage 
points higher than in 2016.

Point-to-Point Airlines
The Lufthansa Group’s Point-

to-Point Airlines – Eurowings (in-
cluding Germanwings) and Brus-
sels Airlines – carried around 2.4 
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ANTHONIA OBOKOH

A 
new report from 
the 2017 World 
Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) glob-
al tuberculosis 

report has indicated that new 
cases of the diseases rose by 16 
percent and accounted for 64% 
of the new cases India, Indone-
sia, China, Philippines, Pakistan, 
Nigeria, and South Africa. 

Tuberculosis (TB), a conta-
gious and airborne disease, is 
a major public health challenge 
worldwide, infecting the lungs 
and other organ systems. TB 
is one of the top 10 causes of 
death worldwide. It is also the 
main cause of deaths related to 
antimicrobial resistance and 
the leading killer of people 
with HIV.

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreye-
sus, WHO Director-General 
said, it’s a critical landmark in 
the fight to end TB, “It signals 
a long overdue global commit-
ment to stop the death and suf-
fering caused by this ancient 
killer.”

“Global efforts to combat TB 
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New TB cases rise 16% in 
twelve months globally  
 …Nigeria, six others severely affected

have saved an estimated 53 
million lives since 2000 and 
reduced the TB mortality rate 
by 37%. However, progress in 
many countries has stalled, 
global targets are off-track, 
and persistent gaps remain in 
TB care and prevention. 

“As a result, TB still kills 
more people than any other 
infectious disease. There are 
major problems associated 
with antimicrobial resistance, 
and it is the leading killer of 
people with HIV. 

“One of the main problems 
has been a lack of political 
will and inadequate invest-
ment in fighting TB,” added

 According to WHO, na-
tional authorities received 
notifications of 6.3 million 
new TB cases and were re-
ported to global health body. 
This reflects a 4.1 million gap 
between incident and noti-
fied cases, with India, Indone-
sia and Nigeria accounting for 
almost half of this gap, states 
the report.

The WHO’s 2016 Global 
TB report states that Nigeria 
has the highest TB burden 

in Africa and ranked 4th in 
the world. It is among the 
six countries that accounted 
for 60 per cent of the global 
burden of TB. Other countries 
are India, Indonesia, China, 
Pakistan and South Africa. 

Nigeria and India account-
ed for 48 per cent of global TB 
deaths among HIV-negative 
people and for 43 per cent of 
the combined total TB deaths 
in HIV-negative and HIV-pos-
itive people. The same report 
also revealed that Nigeria is 
among the ten countries that 
accounted for 77 per cent 
of the global gap in TB case 
finding.

The 2017 report shows that 
in 2016, there were an esti-
mated 10.4 million new (inci-
dent) TB cases worldwide, of 
which 6.2 million were men, 
3.2 million were women and 1 
million were children. People 
living with HIV accounted for 
10% of the total.

In the same p erio d, 1.7 
million People died from TB, 
including 0.4 million among 
people with HIV in 2016. 

Globally, the TB mortality 

rate fell by 37per cent be-
tween 2000 and 2016.   The 
case fatality ratio (the global 
proportion of people with TB 
who die from the disease) var-
ied from under 5 per cent in 
a few countries to more than 
20 per cent in most countries 
in the WHO African Region. 
This shows considerable in-
equalities among countries 
in access to TB diagnosis and 
treatment that need to be ad-
dressed.

Addressing the co-epidem-
ics of TB and HIV In 2016, 57 
per cent of TB patients glob-
ally had a documented HIV 
test result.

In the African region, that 
has the highest TB/HIV bur-
den; 82per cent of TB patients 
knew their HIV status.  Glob-
ally, 85 per cent of reported 
HIV-positive TB patients in 
2016 were started on anti-
retroviral therapy. Neverthe-
less, only 39 per cent of the 
total number of people living 
with HIV estimated to have 
developed TB in 2016 had 
been placed on antiretroviral 
therapy.

The  WHO’s report states 
that funding required for a 
full response to the global TB 
epidemic in low- and middle-
income countries is estimated 
at US$ 9.2 billion in 2017, ex-
cluding research and develop-
ment.

Bas e d on rep orting by 
countries, US$ 6.9 billion was 
available for TB prevention, 
diagnosis and treatment in 
2017, leaving a funding gap of 
almost US$ 2.3 billion.  Overall, 
84 per cent  of the US$ 6.9 bil-
lion available in 2017 is from 
domestic sources.

The Federal ministry of 
Health had declared 2017 a 
year to accelerate finding of 
TB cases amidst concern Nige-
ria is among 10 countries that 
account for 77% of missing TB 
cases globally.

Adebola Lawanson, na-
tional coordinator of National 
TB and Leprosy Control Pro-
gramme (NTBLCP), had said 
that nearly eight out of every 
10 cases of tuberculosis go 
undetected.  But it seems not 
much progress has been re-
corded.
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I
ntensive care medicine 
or critical care medicine 
is a branch of medicine 
concerned with the diag-
nosis and management 

of life-threatening conditions 
that may require sophisticated 
organ support and invasive 
monitoring.

Intensive care is usually 
only offered to those whose 
condition is potentially re-
versible and who have a 
good chance of surviving 
with intensive care support.  
A prime requisite for admis-
sion to an intensive care unit 
(ICU) is that the underlying 
condition can be overcome.

Roche and GE recently an-
nounced that it has entered 
into a strategic, long-term 
partnership with GE Health-
care in order to jointly de-
velop and co-market digital 
clinical decision support so-
lutions. The partnership will 
initially focus on products 
that accelerate and improve 
individualised treatment op-
tions for cancer and critical 
care patients.

The vision is for both com-
panies to develop jointly-
brande d clinical de cision 
support software for faster, 
more accurate, more confi-
dent decision-making, en-
abling earlier diagnosis and 
individualised treatment.

This partnership will ap-
ply advanced analytics to 
in-vivo data from GE’s medi-
cal imaging and monitoring 
equipment with in-vitro data 
from Roche’s biomarker, tis-
sue pathology, genomics and 
sequencing portfolio.

The idea is  for GE and 
Roche to create an industry-
first digital platform, using 
superior analytics to make 
available workflow results 
and apps that prop up sci-
entific resolution. This will 
permit the flawless incorpo-
ration and investigation of 
in-vivo and in-vitro data, pa-
tient accounts, medical best 
practice, real time observa-
tion and the most up-to-date 
research results. It therefore 
means that Clinicians will be 
able to give more detailed, ac-
curate treatment and quality 
of care for their patients.

Roche, GE collaborate to grow integrated digital diagnostics 
strategy to advance oncology, critical care management
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According to Roland Dig-
gelmann, CEO Roche Diag-

nostics, “This unique partner-
ship will deliver innovative 
s olutions and insights  in 
clinical decision-making. Our 
goal is to support clinicians 
and other relevant stakehold-
ers for the benefit of patients 
by providing the right deci-
sion support at the right time 
and through comprehensive 
digital offerings,” said Roland.

For Kieran Murphy, Presi-
dent & CEO of GE Healthcare, 
“This is the first time that two 
major players in healthcare 
have combined digital, in-
vivo and in-vitro diagnostics 
to this degree. We believe this 
alliance will help accelerate 
the delivery of data-driven 
precision health for custom-
ers, patients and the health-
care industry,”

Both organisations have 

t h e i r  u n i qu e n e s s  w h i c h 
means they will rely on each 
other’s strength to produce 
outstanding results for in-
stance, Roche Diagnostics is 
the global leader in in-vitro 
diagnostics, and GE Health-
care is a worldwide leader in 
medical imaging equipment.

In vivo diagnostics which 
Roche Diagnostics is glob-
ally known for, are tests or 
obs ervations done on the 
living tissue of the whole liv-
ing organism in a controlled 
environment. These tests are 
used in laboratory or other 
healthcare professional set-
tings. In vitro diagnostics are 
tests that can detect diseases, 
conditions, or infections. Some 
tests are used in laboratory 
or other health professional 
settings and other tests are 

for consumers to use at home. 
Roche is the world’s largest 
biotech company, with truly 
differentiated medicines in 
oncology, immunology, infec-
tious diseases, ophthalmology 
and diseases of the central 
nervous system.

While GE Healthcare is a 
leading provider of medical 
imaging equipment, with a 
track record of more than 100 
years in the industry and more 
than 50,000 employees across 
100 countries. They are also 
known for harnessing data 
and analytics across hardware, 
software and biotech.

It is hoped that this recent 
synergy between Roche and 
GE will help Physicians iden-
tify, or even predict severe 
complications before they 
show up.

KEMI AJUMOBI

This is the first time that 
two major players in 

healthcare have com-
bined digital, in-vivo 
and in-vitro diagnos-
tics to this degree. We 

believe this alliance 
will help accelerate the 
delivery of data-driven 

precision health for cus-
tomers, patients and the 

healthcare industry
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P
hilippe Coutinho says it is a 
dream come true to join La-
Liga side Barcelona because 
of the ‘Club’s greatness’.

The Brazilian star joined 
the Camp Nou outfit, signing a five-
and-a-half-year for a club-record fee 
of €160million, making him the third 
most expensive player in history, be-
hind €222m compatriot Neymar and 
Kylian Mbappe and will have a buyout 
clause of €400 million!

Although Coutinho is out for three 
weeks with a thigh injury, he is expect-
ed to add more firepower to Ernesto 
Valverde’s squad.

Barcelona top  the LaLiga log with 
48 points from 18 games. They travel to 
Anoeta Stadium on Sunday for a date 
with 12th placed Real Sociedad

In an exclusive chat sent to BDSun-
day, the 25-year-old could not hide his 
joy following his move to the Catalan 
giants plus giving an insight about his 
lifestyle off the field of play.

Are you happy to be in Barcelona?
Very. It’s very exciting to be able to 

be here.

Did you ever think that at age 25 
you would be putting on the Barça 
shirt? Was this a good Christmas gift?

Yes, it was always a big dream of 
mine, ever since I was very young, be-
cause of the club’s history, because of 
the club’s greatness. It was always my 
dream to wear the Barça shirt and today 
I’m here and I’m very happy.

You lived in Barcelona in 2012, when 
you played for Espanyol

Yes

What do you like about the city?
I lived here for 5 or 6 months. The city 

is very nice. When I lived here, we liked 
the city in the way we liked Rio, which 
is where I am from. It is a city that we 
like a lot.

What is Coutinho like on and off 
the field?

As the 2017/2018 Nigeria Profes-
sional Football League (NPFL) 
season kicks off this weekend, 

Enyimba FC of Aba is yet to secure a 
home venue for its matches.  The Aba 
side, which played its home matches in 
the U.J. Esuene Stadium, Calabar last 
season is now in dilemna on where to 
host its rivals as the previous venue is 
inaccessible.  

Some players and officials who con-
fided with our correspondent hinted 
that the team is yet to get their home 
ground. This is against the hindsight of 
the yet to be commissioned Enyimba 
stadium that has been under rehabilita-
tion in the past three football seasons.

The club side that underwent pre 
–season camping at Akure and later 

ANTHONY NLEBEM

My dream is to play for Barcelona - Coutinho

2018 NPFL Season: Eyimba yet to get home venue

On the field, I always try to give my 
best on every play and with every op-
portunity. I try to do my best to help the 
team win. I try to play happy. Off the 
field, I am quiet. I have a daughter, I am 
married, and I have a quiet life.

You look relaxed in your presenta-
tion, are you anxious or calm?

I have been anxious for a few days 
to come to Barcelona and I am still now 
that I am here the presentation, making 
contact with the club. The day began 
early and I am anxious.

What do you like to do in your free 
time?

I like to be with my family. Laughing 
and smiling is very important in life. I 
try to be happy around the people I ap-
preciate.

What music do you like to listen to?
I like everything; Brazilian music like 

Pagode and Samba. I like reggaetonin 
Spanish, too. I like lots of music.

Do you have a favorite song?
I’ll tell you one line ‘it is God who 

chooses the star that must shine.’

What food do you like to eat?
I like rice and typical Brazilian beans 

but I like to try everything.

It appears you like tattoos?
I have several. I started with the 

returned to Calabar has been alter-
nating training pitches to the dismay 
of the technical crew and especially 
the newly signed players.  Enyimba, 
which is also expecting CAF Stadia in-

names of parents, I added my wife when 
we got married. I have a big tattoo of my 
daughter’s picture, which represents a lot 
for me. I also have one that says, “Never 
stop dreaming.” I like that one a lot.

 And this one?
This one is new. It means courage. A 

world that I like. We always have to be 
brave.

Did you have a role model growing 
up?

My role model was always Ronald-
inho. In Brazil, we have had plenty of 
greats: Romario, Ronaldo, and Rivaldo, 
players who we watched play while 
growing.

 How do you like to dress: fashionable 
or simple?

I’m simple. I like to dress simple. Today 
I am wearing a suit to be a little more 
elegant.

 Do you speak Spanish?
A little but understand everything.

 And have you learned Catalan?
Coutinho: It is difficult but I know how 

to say ‘Visca el Barça’

Do you like animals?
Yes, I have two dogs at home. One is 

from Barcelona and will be returning 
home now.

spectors ahead 
of its Confed-
e r at i o n  C u p 
engagements 
f ro m  Fe b r u -
ary, is further 
engrossed as to 
which venue 
to flaunt when 
the delegation 
arrives Nigeria 
for the man-
datory task. A 
reliable source 
a m o n g  t h e 
p l a y e r s  a n d 
o ff i c i a l s  e x -

pressed worry the team has to train or 
host friendly matches at the U.J. Esuene 
Stadium.

The Chairman of the River State 

Do you like to use social media to 
share moments with the fans?

Yes, I like to post photos with my fam-
ily, what I am doing, training, games. I 
like to share beautiful moments.

 Do you have a favorite place?
My favorite place is on the field.

 Who do you dedicate your goals to?
To my family, my wife, and my daugh-

ter who is always with me supporting 
me and I am also a very big believer and 
I always thank God.

Do you have one wish?
To play for Barça and be a champion 

and to win titles.

 We are arriving at Camp Nou. Good-
luck!

Coutinho: Thank you very much. We 
hope to be very successful 

MIKE ABANG, Calabar
Sports Commission, Chief Orok Duke 
alluded that the Aba side are in Calabar 
on their own.  ‘’We are not aware that 
they intend to use our Stadium as they 
did last year plus the CAF Cup’’.   ‘’You 
are aware of the whole hearted support 
we gave them that they qualified for the 
CAF Championship, respect is recipro-
cal and should be upheld as a norm in 
life’’, the Chairman said.

‘’Please ask them if they have any 
obligation with us as far as the

NPFL which begins in the weekend 
is concerned” the Chairman added.

The Chairman of the Enyimba Man-
agement Committee, Prince Emeka 
Anyansi has not been picking his calls, 
no reply messages on the issue. Eny-
imba is playing away to Lobi Stars of 
Makurdi in the first Week fixtures of 
the NPFL.



CAF sponsorship: Why AITEO deserves the biggest award
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Sports

T
he 2017 Confedera-
tion of African Foot-
ball (CAF) Awards 
gala may have ended 
with all the awards in 

good hands, but the memories 
Aiteo Group and CAF created 
linger in the minds of those who 
graced the beautiful occasion 
held at Accra International 
Conference centre,Ghana, and 
those who keenly followed from 
all over the world.

Aiteo Group, Africa’s leading 
energy conglomerate and official 
optimum partner of Nigerian 
Football Federation, sponsored 
the event for the first time, and 
people are extremely impressed 
by the show of class and the 
level of success achieved, even 
though Aiteo came in about 
three months to the event.

The buzz theawards cer-
emony generated was over-
whelming online and offline.
Ghana’s quiet capital city, Accra, 
was enlivened by the presence 
of guests from across the world. 
Aiteo did not just take overas 
sponsors, it revitalised the an-
nual ceremony held in honour 
of African footballand made it 
what it is truly supposed to be- a 
spectacle.

It was a gathering of not just 
footballers but of top entertain-
ers, political elites and business 
leaders. Their presence in itself 
spoke volume of the growing 

As the 2018 edition of 
African senior ath-
letics championship 

beckons, Delta State Gov-
ernor, Ifeanyi Okowa, has 
declared that the state’s 
readiness to host Africa 
come August this year.

Okowa made the decla-
ration after inspecting the 
22, 000 sitting capacity 
Stephen Keshi stadium, 
Asaba , which would be 
used for the championship. 
He assured that the sta-
dium would be ready for 
the championship billed to 
take place in August.

Okowa accompanied by 
top officials of the state’s 
sports commission was 
shown round the facilities 
by the former President of 
Athletics Federation of Ni-
geria and the Chairman of 
the local organizing com-
mittee (LOC) for the cham-

KEMI ADETUTU

import of collaboration in pro-
moting the game of football in 
Africa. Glowing tribute was paid 
to ex-footballer, George Weah, 
who was recently elected as 
president in Liberia.

What was different about the 
awards this year, was first,the 
massive turnout of legends and 
champions from all over the 
world. It was the first time in 
the history of the event that all 
previous winners were invited. 
Legends like Cameroon’s Sam-
uel Eto’o, Morocco’s Mohamed 
Timoumi, Algeria’s Lakhdar 
Belloumi, Nigeria’s Victor Ik-

pionship, Solomon Ogba.
“It is good that we are 

here today to see the level 
of work done; you can 
see that the contractor is 
working to deliver the job 
to international standards,” 
he said.

“What you are witness-

Ex-Super Eagles midfielder, 
Mutiu Adepoju, on Friday 
said the upcoming interna-

tional friendly match between 
the Three Lions of England 
would be a good rehearsal before 
the FIFA World Cup in Russia.

Adepoju, who featured for 
the Super Eagles at the USA `94 
and the France `98 World Cup, 
told the News Agency of Nigeria 
(NAN) in Lagos that the match 
would likely decide final team 
selection.

“Well, it’s a Grade A match, 
and it will definitely give the 
team an insight into what to 
expect at the World Cup proper.

“It’s a very good test match, 
probably this will be the last 
match before the World Cup.

peba and Emmanuel Amuneke, 
Senegal’s El Hadji Diouf, among 
others, were there to celebrate 
the current flag bearers- Sa-
dio Mane, Mohammed Sallah, 
Emerick Aubameyang and Asi-
sat Oshoala. The 1971 winner of 
African Footballer of the Year, 
Ghana’s Ibrahim Sunday, was 
also duly recognisedfor his out-
standing achievement on the 
field and subsequently as coach.

Also, for the first time ever, 
football fans and the general 
public were involved in the se-
lection process for the African 
Player of the Year and Africa’s 

ing is the reconstruction 
of the stadium, it was re-
designed to accommodate 
9 lanes and I am satisfied 
with the level of work 
done so far”, he added.

He went on, “we are 
ready to host Africa be-
cause, the championship 
will make people from 
different parts of Africa to 
gather in our state, it will 
be a thing of joy for us to 
host Africa.”

“The benefits of hosting 
the championship cannot 
be quantified, don’t forget 
sports is a unifying factor 
all over the world and that 
unity, peace and love for 
one another will be cel-
ebrated during the cham-
pionship”, he stressed.

Okowa who inspected 
the grassing of the field, 
construction of the tartan 
tracks, the VIP lounges, 
training areas, swimming 
pool, among others.

“And I think it’s a good one 
that will put the team in proper 
perspective for the main event,’’ 
the former Super Eagles mid-
fielder said.

The Three Lions will lock 
horns with the Super Eagles on 
June 2, at the iconic Wembley 
Stadium.

The friendly encounter will 
be the third time both teams will 
be engaging each other, their 
first encounter was a friendly 
match at Wembley Stadium, 
which England won 1-0 shortly, 
after the 1994 World Cup.

While their second encoun-
ter was at Osaka, Japan in a 
Group F match at the 2002 Ko-
rea-Japan World Cup which 
ended in a goalless draw.

Mohamed Salah, African Player of the Year 2017, at the Aiteo CAF Awards 2017 held in Accra recently.

Delta State Governor, Ifeanyi Okowa

Super Eagles squad 2017 w

Finest XI.
Aiteo and CAF also ensured 

that all nominees, especially 
for the category of Women’s 
Footballer of the Year were in-
vited unlike in previous years. 
According to Nigeria’s Asisat 
Oshoala, who went home with 
the award, her third in a row, 
this decision by CAF and its 
sponsor, Aiteo, was proof that 
African football was opening up 
more to the women in terms of 
recognition.

The show was compered by 
Ivorian legend andtwo-time 
award winner, Didier Drogba, 

alongside South African broad-
caster, Carol Tshabalala. Togeth-
er, they pulled off a beautiful 
performance. Boris Kodjoe and 
wife also ushered in perfor-
mances from top African musi-
cians at intervals.

Speaking passionately during 
the awards ceremony, Benedict 
Peters, Chairman of Aiteo Group 
stated that “young Africans are 
already shaping our future with 
their creativity and ingenuity 
across a variety of fields. Our 
generation must continue to 
provide platforms to recognise 
and celebrate their success, and 
to inspire others to follow in 
their footsteps.”

The event has been described 
as the best ever organised by 
CAF in recent times by those 
who have attended previous 
editions. It was perfectly put 
together and the theme ‘Unit-
ing Africa through Football’ 
resonated through the confer-
ence hall.

One of the football stakehold-
ers in attendance commented, 
“Aiteo deserves an award as 
well, and we will call it ‘Best Cor-
porate Player in African Foot-
ball’. Thumbs up to better and 
bigger editions, we hope they 
continue to promote football in 
Africa and possibly showcase 
female football legends in com-
ing years.”

 Kemi Adetutu, Sports and
political analyst, Lagos, Nigeria.

Delta ready to host Africa in 2018 African 
senior athletics championship

Adepoju: Super Eagles vs. England friendly very crucial

MERCY ENOCH, Asaba
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Week
Quotes of the

“Tell them Ekiti is a no-go area. 
My state is a no-go area. Those who 
want to make Ekiti ungovernable are 
wasting their time. Don’t kill anybody 
but defend your towns. Keep vigil on 
Ekiti. Don’t sleep again. Arise and 
fight for our people. How can the 
life of a cow be worth more than 
the life of men? My hunters! Go and 
represent me well. If you have juju, 
use it. Make them (herdsmen) sleep 
off. Anything you have, use it. Make 
sure your people are not killed.” - Ekiti 
State governor, Ayodele Fayose, ad-
dressing hunters from the 16 local 
government areas of the state during 
an emergency security summit on 
Thursday.

“We wish to draw the attention of 
the national and international com-
munities to the fact that Benue state 
has come under a deliberate, well 
planned and well funded siege. What 
started in Guma and Logo is a clear 
statement of the evil and devastating 
plan against the state. Our invaders 
do not care which political party we 
belong to, they don’t care where we 
worship. They do not care about our 
age and gender. All they care is to 
annihilate us, to obliterate us from 
Benue Valley so that their cattle can 
graze and drink freely from rivers 
in the state. History beckons and 
we must rise to the challenge which 
our forefathers confronted and sur-
mounted.” – Benue State governor, 
Samuel Ortom, during the mass 
burial of those recently killed by 
Fulani herdsmen in Logo and Guma 
LGAs of the state, on Thursday.

“We need to see Mr. President’s 
visit to comfort us. Yes, he has sent 
his Minister of Interior, the DIG of 
Police but I feel Mr. President has to 
come himself to justify that Benue 
people voted for him. There is dif-
ference between going yourself and 
sending somebody. The picture will 
not be the same. Even if he comes and 
spend 10 minutes, we will feel better. 
When he comes himself, his whole 
being will be here and the impact on 
the people will be greater than send-
ing representatives.” – Tor Tiv, Prof. 
James Ayatse, addressing newsmen 
in Gboko.

I
n the debate over the future of 
journalism, “fake news” has taken 
center stage, with storylines featuring 
a ranting American president, Russian 
communication “bots,” and betrayal and 

subterfuge competing for public attention. 
But in an era of diminishing profits and 
shrinking audiences, is fake news really the 
biggest threat that traditional media face?

In a news environment increasingly 
prone to hyperventilation, it can be difficult to 
separate fact from fabricated or deliberately 
skewed content shared via social media. The 
proliferation of “bots” – computer programs 
that automatically spread disinformation 
– has blurred these lines further. And as 
the methods of manipulation multiply, the 
problem is only likely to worsen.

And yet the near-constant focus on fake 
news has distracted many in the industry 
from more serious challenges confronting 
professional journalism. The erosion of 
business models and growing dependence 
on third-party digital distributors – like 
Facebook and Google – have handcuffed 
news organizations and cut deeply into their 
profits. Worse, audiences no longer trust the 
information presented to them. This suggests 
that the problem is bigger than fake news.

In fact, large, traditional, or legacy media 
organizations still trump social media as 
trusted sources. As the Reuters Institute 
for the Study of Journalism’s Digital News 
Report 2017 revealed, 40 percent of news 
consumers say that established media 
organizations – The New York Times, for 
example – accurately differentiate fact from 
fiction. For social media, this share is only 
24 percent.

But this also means that 60 percent of 

observed, coverage of US President Donald 
Trump has focused narrowly on his words, 
at the expense of his policy.

Third, the media must become better 
listeners. Journalists’ distinction between 
“reporting” and “reporting on the ground” 
highlights the reality that a sizable proportion 
of newsroom staff never leave their desks. 
Journalists don’t necessarily do this by 
choice; many are glued to their screens 
because their companies lack resources, or 
force them to follow and report on twitter 
feeds. In a sense, reporters’ behavior is 
merely a symptom of an editorial pathology.

Fourth, news organizations must engage 
audiences – talking to them, not down to 
them. Very often, the news cycle is driven by 
assumptions about what viewers or readers 
might like, rather than what they actually 
want. Diversity in a newsroom is vital to 
broadening the relevance of its coverage.

Fifth, in the rush to experiment with 
new forms of storytelling, some media 
companies are forgetting their mission. 
News outlets should forego expensive, flashy 
projects if they do little to further audiences’ 
understanding of a story.

Finally, rebuilding trust will require a new 
definition of news itself. When audiences 
feel overwhelmed by information and 
complexity, the response can be to tune 
out. The media must give people a reason to 
tune back in. (One example: positive news is 
dramatically undervalued in today’s media 
environment.)

If traditional media outlets allow 
themselves to be defined by the fake-news 
debate, they, too, will be overwhelmed. So 
long as social media companies optimize 
for advertising revenue, their algorithms 
will tend to reward the extremes, and news 
organizations will waste valuable resources 
battling disinformation.

A better approach would be to make news 
less boring. Reputable media companies 
have always sought to capitalize on facts: 
the scoop, the exclusive interview, the 
probing investigation. Truth, like trust, is 
a commodity. The future of the industry 
depends on getting better at producing it.

©: Project Syndicate

news consumers regard the legacy media 
as being careless with facts. That statistic 
alone should be a cause for grave concern to 
everyone in the industry.

According to the report – which 
surveyed some 70,000 Internet users in 36 
countries – 29 percent of respondents said 
they were avoiding news altogether. For 
many, this was either because producers’ 
preference for negative stories put them in 
a bad mood, or because they viewed the 
reporting as politically slanted and therefore 
untrustworthy.

Without trust, there is no audience; and 
without an audience, there is no business. 
If the survey’s results are representative 
of broader trends, one of the world’s most 
important pillars of democracy – a free and 
open press – is in jeopardy.

Perhaps this should come as no surprise. 
In the digital era, trust deficits have affected 
most major institutions, from political parties 
and big companies to religious organizations 
and universities. This could be a sign of a 
more informed and critical citizenry; or, 
more likely, it could be a response to feeling 
overwhelmed by choice and powerless in a 
complex world.

But what has change d for news 
organizations is that, thanks to social media, 
they no longer have a monopoly on holding 
the powerful to account. On the contrary, 
they have come to be identified with the 
powerful – part of a media-business-political 
elite divorced from the concerns of ordinary 
people. Having become a target of popular 
anger, journalism will need to “disrupt” itself 
to regain credibility and restore audiences’ 
trust.

To this end, media organizations should 
take at least six steps. For starters, news 
outlets must set their own agendas, rather 
than wasting resources on pursuing someone 
else’s. The international investigation that 
led to the Panama Papers and the Paradise 
Papers are brilliant examples of journalism 
that is relevant and interesting – two 
fundamental criteria that all reporting 
should meet.

Second, reporters have a responsibility to 
their audiences to analyze what powerful 
actors are doing, rather than what they are 
saying. As the Washington Post’s media 
columnist Margaret Sullivan recently 

Making journalism great again


