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CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 

At a meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 29th January, 2014, at 7.00pm, in the 
Community Hall, Hamsteels Estate, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Councillor D Robb (in the Chair) 
and Councillors J Armstrong, S Clark, R Makepeace and L McKendrick 

and County Councillors D Bell, A Bonner and J Chaplow 
 
 

82. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors B Armstrong, FS Duggan and K Duggan. 
 

83. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 

Councillor R Makepeace declared a non-registerable interest in Minute 92 and took no part in the 
discussion or deliberation on the item.  
 

84. REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 

County Councillors reported on the following items: 
 

 The County Council was continuing to review budgets as savings of £22million had to be 
identified.  

 Consultation on the Council’s Customer First Strategy had commenced.  This would include a 
review of the customer access points across the county.  

 Charges for green waste collection would not be implemented until next year.  The service 
would operate free of charge during 2014.  

 A Fire Service bid to the Home Office transformation fund for a new training facility had been 
successful. The Police would also be making use of the facility.  

 Alterations would be taking place at Durham Crematorium to increase the size of the chapel.  
The works would also create an external building to house the book of remembrance. 

 County Councillors’ area maintenance budgets had been removed and transferred into a pot 
covering the entire county.  Works across the County would be prioritised so it was important 
that works required in this area were highlighted to ensure a fair share of funds. 

 PACT meetings would be held every two months, rather than monthly at present. Alternate 
meetings would be held at Langley Park.  

 
Resolved: That the report be noted.  
 

85. MINUTES 
 

The minutes of the meetings held on 27th November, 2013, and 15th January, 2014 were confirmed 
as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

86. MATTERS ARISING 
 

Minute 68 - The County Council’s Highways Department had been asked to look at 
options for diverting water into drains and gullies near Greenacres.  Repairs 
to the footbath between Esh Winning and Cornsay Colliery would be 
considered for inclusion in next year’s programme. 

Minute 73 - The application for a wind turbine at Cornsay House Farm had been 
withdrawn.  

Minute 78 - The youth shelter project had been passed on to PCSO Liddle. 
 
 

87. FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

(a) Agreement was given for the payment of: 
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(i) £344.54 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for January and working from 
home allowance. 

(ii) £36.20 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for January. 
(iii) £120.00 to Hamsteels Roofing in respect of emergency repairs to Community Centre 

roof.  
 

(b) Cheques issued:  
 

(i) 27th Nov 2013 £ 126.54 Clerk’s wages    No. 647 
(ii) 27th Nov 2013 £ 31.60 HMRC     No. 648 
(iii) 27th Nov 2013 £ 49.00 Makepeace Landscapes   No. 649 
(iv) 24th Dec 2013 £ 135.44 Clerk’s wages    No. 650 
(v) 24th Dec 2013 £ 34.00 HMRC     No. 651 
(vi) 27th Nov 2013  £ 45.00 Cornsay Village Residents Assoc. No. 652 
(vii) 27th Nov 2013 £ 45.00 TRACC     No. 653 
(viii) 14th Jan 2014 £ 120.00 Hamsteels Roofing   No. 654 
(ix) 15th Jan 2014 £ 500.00 Esh Winning Mining Memorial Group No. 655 
(x) 30th Oct 2013 £ 1,080.00 Lanchester Garden Centre  No. 645 
(xi) 30th Oct 2013 £ 40.91 CDALC     No. 646 

 

(c) Cash at Bank: 
 

Northern Rock  £14,034.51 
Barclays  £18,855.21 
Unity Trust  £6,793.37 

 
(d) Quarterly Financial Report 

 
Copies of the quarterly financial report for the period October - December had been circulated 
for information.  

 
(e) Petty Cash 
 

Details of petty cash spending were reviewed and the cash reconciled. 
  

88. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

(a) Defibshop   - Information received on supply of and training for use of 
defibrillators in local communities. 
Resolved: That the information be noted. 
 

(b) Esh Winning Mining 
Memorial Group 

- Letter of thanks for donation towards cost of memorial and 
providing details of the Hamsteels Colliery Banner which could 
be available for return to the community. 
Resolved: That further details be sought in relation to the 
banner and the matter be considered further at a future 
meeting. 
 

(c) Thornhill Primary School 
 

- Request for contribution towards County Durham School 
Benevolent Fund.  
Resolved: That the request be declined. 
 

 
89. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

D Bryan 2 Kingfisher Close 
Esh Winning  
 

Conversion of garage to study with erection of 
dwarf wall and installation of window in place 
of garage door. 
 

Resolved: That no objection be made. 
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S Clifford 3 Kingfisher Close 
Esh Winning 

Erection of irst floor window in side gable 
elevation of existing property 
 

Resolved: That no objection be made to this application provided the proposed window does not 
affect the privacy or amenity of the neighbouring property. 
 
W Rooney Land at Kingfisher Close 

Esh Winning 
Erection of three bedroom detached house 
 
 

Resolved: That an objection be made to this application but that flooding problems on the site be 
noted and the potential for car parking on the main road. 

 
90. STANDING ORDERS (Minute 76 refers) 
 
The Clerk had reviewed the NALC standing orders template and amended these to reflect the 
Council’s requirements.  Copies of the proposed standing orders had been circulated.  
 
The template contained specific provision for public speaking at Council meetings.  The Council’s 
practice had always been to allow members of the public to speak at meetings at the discretion of the 
Chair and clarification was sought as to whether this should be formalised into standing orders of 
whether the current practice should continue.  
 
Resolved: That, subject to the deletion of standing orders 3e – 3k, the standing orders as circulated 
be approved and adopted.  
 
91. PLAY AREA INSPECTIONS 
 
The annual play area inspections at Cornsay Village and Cornsay Colliery were now due.  Wicksteed 
Leisure had indicated a cost of £45.00 per play area. The Clerk had also sought a cost from ROSPA; 
their charge was £65.00 per play area.  
 
Resolved: That Wicksteed Leisure be instructed to undertake the annual play area inspections.   
 
92. GRASS CUTTING 
 
The Council had, last year, sought competitive quotations for grass cutting at Cornsay Colliery from a 
number of local contractors.  The work had been awarded to Makepeace Landscapes for the 
remainder of the year on the basis of the competitive quote offered.  
 
Throughout the year, many favourable comments had been received in relation to the quality of the 
service. 
 
The company had indicated their wish to continue to undertake this work and confirmed that they 
were willing to do this during the forthcoming year at the same cost as previously. 
 
Resolved: That in view of the competitive cost and high quality of the service, standing orders be 
waived and Makepeace Landscapes be requested to continue with the grass cutting at Cornsay 
Colliery for 2014. 
 

The Chairman had agreed to accept as a matter of urgency, due to the time factor 
involved, an item of business in relation to a complaint of damage to Cornsay Village 
Green 

 
93. CORNSAY VILLAGE GREEN – COMPLAINT OF DAMAGE 
 
The Clerk advised that a complaint had been made by a resident of Cornsay Village to Durham 
County Council in relation to damage which had been caused to Cornsay village green as a result of 
vehicles being driven over it.  As the Parish Council was the registered owner of the village green 
Durham County Council had notified him of the complaint. 
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Councillor J Armstrong explained that the complaint had been made to Councillor B Armstrong and 
himself as County Councillors for the area and provided further details.  
 
The Clerk explained the relevant provisions of the Inclosure Act 1857 and Commons Act 1876 in 
relation to the protection of village greens and discussion took place regarding the situation and 
options to resolve it. 
 
Resolved: That repair/reinstatement of the damaged area would resolve the matter to this Council’s 
satisfaction and such steps as necessary be taken to achieve this on an informal basis. 
 
 

The Meeting closed at 8.00 pm 
 
 
 
 
Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
 
 


