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Select   Terms   
  

colorblind   racism   A   form   of   racial   inequality   that   results   from   disregarding   race.   This   
form   of   racism   is   said   to   assist   the   dominant   group   (i.e.   white),   who   
are   unlikely   to   experience   disadvantages   due   to   race   in   the   first   
place,   in   justifying   the   current   social   order,   all   the   while   squashing   
the   voice   of   the   racial   minorities   or   frequently   experience   
discrimination   due   to   their   race.   

cultural   appropriation   The   unacknowledged   or   inappropriate   adoption   of   the   customs,  
practices,   ideas,   etc.   of   one   people   or   society   by   members   of   
another   and   typically   more   dominant   people   or   society.   

internalized   oppression   Oppression   caused   when   the   oppressed   embrace   the   ideology,   
norms,   habits,   and   practices   of   the   oppressor   group.   

intersectionality   The   connection   between   our   identities.   Our   identities   interact   in   a   
complex   way   because   we   belong   to   different   oppressor   /   
oppressed   groups   depending   on   which   factor   is   under   
consideration.   (e.g.   A   black   man   is   oppressed   by   virtue   of   his   race,   
but   privileged   by   virtue   of   his   gender.)   

microaggression   A   statement,   action,   or   incident   regarded   as   an   instance   of   indirect,   
subtle,   or   unintentional   discrimination   against   members   of   a   
marginalized   group   such   as   a   racial   or   ethnic   minority.   (e.g.   “Where   
are   you   from?”)   

social   justice   The   elimination   of   all   forms   of   social   oppression.   This   is   done   
through   raising   awareness,   education,   activism,   etc.   

systemic   racism   Racial   discrimination   resulting   from   policies   and   practices   
entrenched   in   established   institutions.   (e.g.   The   Indian   Residential   
School   System,   The   1885   Head   Tax,   Jim   Crow   Laws,   etc.)   

tokenism   The   practice   of   having   a   person   of   the   minoritized   group   involved   
in   a   given   environment   solely   on   the   basis   of   their   minority   status.   
(e.g.   Bringing   a   person   of   colour   on   a   business   trip   only   to   make   



  
  

Core   Tenets   of   Critical   Race   Theory   
  

social   binary   
● Society   can   be   divided   into   the   dominant   oppressor   groups   and   subordinate   oppressed   

groups.   This   can   result   along   the   lines   of   race,   class,   sexuality,   gender,   and   many   
others.   

● Any   given   person   can   belong   to   multiple   groups,   and   their   various   identities   interact   in   
complex   ways.   This   is   where    intersectionality    comes   into   play.   A   white   woman   is   
privileged   with   respect   to   race   (white)   but   suffers   oppression   with   respect   to   her   gender   
(woman).   So,   then,   think   about   how   we   must   hash   out   the   oppression   of   a   paraplegic   
Asian   man   with   an   immigrant   background   who   makes   six   figures   in   annual   salary.   

● The   oppressed   groups   have   a   greater   moral   authority   than   the   oppressor   groups.   
  

oppression   through   ideology   
● The   dominant   group   maintains   power   by   imposing   their   ideology,   norms,   habits,   and   

customs   on   everyone   in   society.   (“hegemonic   power”)   This   oppression   is   often   
manifested   in   systemic   oppression   and   microaggressions.   

● This   creates   well-intentioned,   “everyday   racists.”   
  

the   group   appear   more   diverse)   

white   fragility   A   state   in   which   even   a   minimum   amount   of   racial   stress   becomes   
intolerable,   triggering   a   range   of   defensive   moves   including   
outward   display   of   emotions   such   as   anger,   fear,   and   guilt,   and   
behaviours   such   as   argumentation,   silence,   and   leaving   the   
stress-inducing   situation.   

white   privilege   Numerous   social   advantages   that   accompany   being   in   the   
dominant   group   (in   this   case,   the   white   group).   (e.g.   A   security   
guard   not   following   you   around   in   a   store)   

woke   The   state   of   being   alert   to   the   various   systemic   social   injustices   



primacy   of   lived   experience   
● Oppressed   groups   have   privileged   access   to   truth   through   their   “lived   experience.”   To   

the   contrary,   those   in   the   dominant   groups   tend   to   be   blind   to   their   privilege   and,   in   fact,   
they   may   show   resistance   to   the   revelation   of   oppression.   (e.g.   “white   fragility”)   

● When   a   person   achieves   an   awareness   of   the   reality   of   oppression   through   hegemonic   
power,   the   person   is   said   to   be   “woke.”   

  

liberation   through   social   justice   
● The   goal   of   a   critical   race   theory   is   social   justice   where   all   forms   of   oppression   are   

eliminated   by   tearing   down   the   current,   oppressive   power   structures   and   institutions.   
This   is   achieved   through   raising   awareness   with   education,   political   and   social   activism,   
and,   in   extreme   cases,   violence.   

  

Critique   

Worldview   
● CRT   functions   as   a   worldview.   It   is   a   story   of   evil,   redemption,   and   restoration.   

  
  

  Biblical   Worldview   CRT   

Creation   God   the   Creator   
- Answers   the   question,   “Who   

are   we?”   Our   identity   
primarily   lies   in   our   
relationship   to   him.   

Silent   on   creation   
- We   can’t   identify   ourselves   in   

relation   to   God,   then.   We   
identify   ourselves   through   our   
“tribe.”   

Fall   /   Evil   The   Fall   (individual    and    corporate   
sin)   

- The   fundamental   human   
problem   is   sin.   

- All   people   are   sinful   and   
under   the   just   judgment   of   
God.   

Institutional   evil,   oppression,   
(imbalance   of)   power   

- The   fundamental   human   
problem   is   systemic   
oppression   and   power   
imbalance.   

- Oppressed   individuals   cannot   
sin   against   the   oppressors   with   
regard   to   their   oppression.  

Redemption   The   cross   and   sacrifice   of   Jesus   
through   which   we   can   be   declared   
righteous   by   grace   through   faith   

Awareness   of   evil,   work   of   activism   
- No   grace   or   forgiveness.   You   

must   prove   yourself   to   the   



  

social   binary   
● Strength   

○ Recognizes   the    evil    of   oppression   
○ Recognizes   the    reality    of   oppression.   There    are    oppressors   and   the   oppressed.   

Power   can   be,   and   continues   to   be,   abused.   Institutional   evil    is    real.   Racism    is   
real.   

● Weakness   
○ Can   neglect,   or   even   justify,   the   evil   on   the   part   of   the   oppressed.   (e.g.   “The   

oppressed   can’t   be   racists.”)   
○ Can   neglect   individual   sin.   
○ Tends   to   lead   to   tribalism,   destroying   unity.   
○ Selective   binaries   -   What   about   the   women   exploited,   and   preborn   children   

destroyed,   by   the   abortion   industry?   What   about   Christians   persecuted   around   
the   globe?   What   about   victims   of   socialist   /   communist   regimes   (e.g.   North   
Korea,   Venezuela)?   

○ Not   a   neat   category.   Intersectionality   severely   complicates   things,   even   though   it   
does   not   remove   the   social   binary.   Intersectionality   taken   to   its   logical   end   leads   
to   individualism,   because   people   can   be   categorized   along   a   virtually   infinite   
number   of   ways.   This,   ironically,   reverses   CRT’s   focus   on   group   identity.   

  

oppression   through   ideology   
● Strength   

○ Hegemonic   power   is   real.   Think   of   the   values   pushed   by   the   advertising   industry,   
the   media,   and   Hollywood.   

● Weakness   
○ Denial   of   universal   values.   (e.g.   “Math   is   racist.”)   

■ Proponents   of   CRT   tend   to   conflate   universal   values    discovered     by   white   
men   as   values    parochial     to   white   culture.   

- Unity   through   new   identity   in   
Jesus   Christ   (Eph.   2:11-22)   

- Because   we   can’t   add   to   our   
salvation   through   works,   
when   we   do   the   work   of   
justice,   it   can   preclude   
self-interest.   

oppressed   community   that   you   
are   woke   and   are   doing   the   
work   of   raising   awareness   and   
of   activism.   Works-based   
“salvation.”   

Restoration   God   establishes   justice,   having   dealt   
with   sin.   

Human   elimination   of   all   social   
injustice   by   tearing   down   current,   
oppressive   power   structures.   



■ e.g.   The   law   of   logic   discovered,   or   compiled   by,   Aristotle   still   applies   
universally.   

○ Because   of   a   problematic   epistemology   (see   “primacy   of   lived   experience”  
below),   it   is   difficult   to   determine   which   value   is   good   or   bad.   

  

primacy   of   lived   experience   
● Strength   

○ Lived   experience   is   an   important   window   into   someone’s   life.   Anyone   who   sees   
the   value   of   counselling   services   recognizes   this.   Listening   to   someone’s   lived   
experience   is   a   significant   act   of   love.   

● Weakness   
○ Primacy    of   lived   experience   is   problematic.   Lived   experiences   often   conflict.   In  

order   to   arbitrate   between   conflicting   lived   experiences,   we   need   to   appeal   to   a   
standard   above   lived   experience.   

■ If   not,   it   logically   leads   to   relativism.   
○ You   may   hear   someone   say,   “Don’t   tell   me   so-and-so’s   lived   experience   is   

wrong.”   Yet,   experiences   aren’t   the   sort   of   things   that   can   be   right   or   wrong.   
Experiences   simply    are .   What   you    make   of    an   experience   can   be   right   or   wrong.   

○ CRT   epistemology   is   replete   with   the   fallacy   of   ad   hominem   circumstantial   (a.k.a.   
The   fallacy   of   “questioning   the   motive”).   

■ CRT   is   unfalsifiable.     
● If   and   when   the   lived   experience   of   an   oppressed   person   is   

challenged   by   someone   from   the   dominant   group,   it   is   seen   as   an   
act   of   oppression   proving   the   CRT.   

● If   and   when   the   lived   experience   of   an   oppressed   person   is   
challenged   by   someone   from   the   oppressed   group,   it   is   seen   as   
an   act   resulting   from   internalized   oppression   proving   the   CRT.   

  

liberation   through   social   justice   
● Strength   

○ There   is   real   work   to   be   done.   Injustice   is   real.   Racism   is   real.   
● Weakness   -   Diagnosis   of   the   fundamental   human   problem   is   off.   Therefore,   the   solution   

misses   the   mark.   
○ The   neglect   of   sin   in   the   individual’s   heart   only   perpetuates   the   problem   in   

different   forms.   If   the   current   power   structures   are   dismantled,   what   will   replace   
it?   (Think   of   Noah   after   the   flood.   Sin   continued.)   

■ The   new   order   of   things   may   be   worse   than   the   old   order   of   things.   Or,   
the   new   order   of   things   may   be   the   same   as   the   old   order   of   things   simply   
with   reversed   oppressor   /   oppressed   binary.   



○ Because   CRT   tends   to   lead   to   tribalism,   it   is   all   but   impossible   to   achieve   true   
social   justice.   

○ Some   power   imbalances   are   not   unjust.   (e.g.   Parent-child   relationship,   
Creator-creature   relationship)   

○ Equilibrium   in   power   dynamics   will   not   sustain   itself   if   sin   is   not   dealt   with.   
  

Other   problems   
● Terminology   problems   -   CRT   uses   commonly   used   terms   in   new,   technical   ways.   

○ “Racist”   traditionally   meant   someone   who   is   prejudiced   against,   or   antagonistic   
towards,   other   people   on   the   basis   of   their   membership   in   a   particular   racial   or   
ethnic   group.   

○ “Racist”   is   defined   as   anyone   who   has   adopted   the   norms,   values,   habits,   
customs,   and   ideology   of   the   dominant   group,   whose   racism   is   manifested   in,   
say,   microaggression.   

○ If   you   use   the   term   “idiot”   to   refer   to   Canadians,   don’t   be   surprised   if   Canadians   
get   offended   by   the   use   of   that   term,   even   if   you    intend   to    mean   something   
benign   (“Canadian”)   by   the   term   “idiot.”   
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