
Assignment #7

Analyzing theme through exploration of the 5 senses:

Analysis Part 1:
Answer the following questions for each song as you listen:

Listening: “My Girl” - The Temptations
Listening: “Flume” - Bon Iver

1) What is the internal motivation of the person singing?
2) Is the language used more conversational in nature, or more poetic?
3) How are the 5 Senses used in the language of this song?
- Taste
- Sight
- Smell
- Hearing
- Touch
4) Is there a clear story-line? As best you can, describe the story, or sequence of 
events outlined in the song
5) What Type of song is this? 
6) How do the Lyrics and Mood of the music reflect the Theme of the song?
7) How do the vowel sounds of the words reiterate the song’s mood?
8) What is the Structure of the song? 
9) Why do you think the writer chose the Title-image to describe his Theme?
10)  Is a picture painted for the listener? Is it done effectively?

Analysis Part 2:
Think about Themes pertaining to Beauty that you might want to write about for Song 
Assignment #2. For the purpose of exploring our Theme of Beauty, choose 1 of the 5 
Senses to write about. Think of this Sense as your vehicle for describing Beauty - or the 
lack thereof. Think about how you can use descriptive language to communicate 
powerfully and effectively to your listener. Your Sense could be described from the 
perspective of an object, or a metaphor - be creative!

1) Choose 1 of the 5 Senses
2) Write a paragraph describing what you are experiencing through this sense. Try to 
show the listener the scene, place or mood through your descriptions (use your chosen 
Sense as your vehicle for expression). Engage all your senses in setting the scene. 

Writing Guide: 
- Think of a memory where you heard, tasted, saw, etc. something that impacted 
you. Maybe it was a perfect day in your childhood, or the day your sweetheart left you. 
What is the weather like? The temperature, the breeze, the clouds?
- How did your body respond? How did your skin feel? (breathing, pain, motion such 
as dizziness). Were there any smells? What were you wearing? Was anyone else 
there? What did you hear, or overhear? What did you taste? Was it literal or 
metaphorical?



- Write out the sequence of events in this experience, trying to incorporate your 
Sense
- Think about how you can communicate setting, mood and imagery creatively 
through this Sense
- Your goal is to paint a picture for the listener!
3) Now choose an emotion to act as a vehicle for your descriptions
4) Write another paragraph, describing your feelings

- (Use emotion as your vehicle for expression)
5) Now step back and take a look at both entries. What is the common/central theme, or 
linking thought? Is there a single image or phrase that captures the Theme? Now you 
should have a clear direction for your song!


