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CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
At a meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 25th February, 2015, at 7.00pm, in the 
Community Hall, Hamsteels Estate, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Councillor B Armstrong (in the Chair) 
and Councillors J Armstrong, FS Duggan, K Duggan, R Makepeace, L McKendrick and D Robb 

and County Councillors D Bell and J Chaplow 
 
108. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
There were no apologies for absence. 
 
109. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 
There were no declarations of interest of requests for dispensations.  
 
110. REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
County Councillors reported on the following items: 
 

 Precepts for 2015/2016 had been agreed by various authorities; Durham Police would 
increase by 1.98%, Durham and Darlington Fire Authority would increase by 1.95% and 
Durham County Council had approved a 1.99% increase.  

 The new fire station at Sniperley was now in operation and would be formally opened by the 
Bishop of Durham on 17th March.  

 The Fire Brigades union was still in dispute with the Government over pensions and further 
strike action was to take place.  

 Durham County Council had agreed to transfer its housing stock to the New Durham Housing 
Group. 

 A number of people had been caught flytipping and the County Council would be deploying 
cameras to catch flytippers. 

 The planning inspector had rejected the proposed County Durham Plan and the County 
Council was considering its options. Business leaders had met to discuss the current situation 
as they were supportive of the draft Plan.  

 The Independent Remuneration Panel which looked at members’ allowances had 
recommended a 1% increase, however the Council had rejected this in view of the current 
economic climate.  

 Social care and health benefits were changing and details were being made available.  
 
Items brought to County Councillors’ attention included: 

 The bus shelter opposite Willow Road required repair. 
 
Resolved: That the report be noted.  
 
111. MID DURHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD NETWORKS 
 
Louise Harlanderson from Durham Community Action gave a presentation on the Neighbourhood 
Network scheme.  
 
The scheme had originated from Mid Durham AAP and the pilot would cover the areas of Esh 
Winning, New Brancepeth and Cornsay Parish.  
 
The scheme aimed to resolve barriers to services for older people; there was no defined age so as 
not to exclude anyone who felt they might benefit. 
 
Local volunteers would be recruited to work alongside partner agencies who would provide ongoing 
training and support.  Volunteers would be local residents who would have access to a range of 
service information and would identify older residents and spend time signposting them to activities 
and support which would benefit them. 



 
 

124 

 

 
The project would tackle a number of areas including supporting older people to address social 
inclusion and improve wellbeing; enabling local communities to take a lead in supporting older 
residents’ supporting older residents to become part of the community; and to enable older people to 
remain independent in their own homes for longer.  
 
The project was already at the stage of finding out from residents what services and activities were 
available and what the barriers were that prevented them from accessing services they needed. 
Walks had been undertaken around the pilot areas to identify existing provision and the next stage 
would be to identify and recruit potential community champions and run a range of engagement 
activities.  
 
Some of the points highlighted by Members included: 
 

 There was a need to raise awareness of benefits and other support which people could be 
entitled to.  

 The Silvertalk scheme was well used in the Chester-le-Street and Stanley areas but could be 
promoted more to increase take up in this area.  

 That as a rural area, peoples’ needs could differ from village to village and it was important to 
identify these.  

 There was a lack of public transport in some areas, but it was important to consult with people 
who would benefit from the scheme.  Options would need to be considered to ensure that 
everyone could be included.  

 People would prefer to deal with people they knew. 
 The Police and Fire Brigade carried out home safety checks which could be an avenue for 

identifying those who might benefit from the scheme.  
 Some people might be reluctant to accept that they needed help and it was important to 

ensure that people were happy to be contacted.  
 
Over the next couple of weeks, the team would be out and about to meet as many people as possible 
and identify needs and barriers to the project could be developed.  
 
112. MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 28th January, 2015, were confirmed as a correct record and 
signed by the Chairman. 
 
113. MATTERS ARISING 
 
Minute 101 - The Community Centre roof was again leaking.  The Clerk would arrange with 
  the roofer to assess whether any further patching was required.  
 
114. FINANCIAL REPORT 

 
(a) Agreement was given for the payment of: 

 
(i) £314.78 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for February. 
(ii) £78.80 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for February.  
(iii) £4,200.00 to Portland Consulting in respect of design work on the new community 

centre. 
(iv) £110.00 to TRACC in respect of play areas.   
(v) £186.00 to Kwikflow in respect of CCTV drainage survey. 

 
(b) Cheques issued:  

 
(i) 28th Jan 2015 £ 280.18 Clerk’s wages    No. 747 
(ii) 28th Jan 2015 £ 70.00 HMRC     No. 748 
(iii) 28th Jan 2015 £ 227.00 Makepeace Landscapes  No. 749 
(iv) 28th Jan 2015 £ 100.00 Newton Hall Roofing   No. 750 
(v) 28th Jan 2015 £ 45.00 Cornsay Village Residents Association No. 751 
(vi) 2nd Feb 2015 £ 9,600.00 Blake Hopkinson Architecture  No. 004 
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(c) Cash at Bank: 

 
Northern Rock  £6,684.55 
Barclays  £11,247.23 
Barclays (Savings) £22,055.26 
Unity Trust  £2,828.68 

 
115. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

 CDALC - Details of training courses to be held in June and July. 
Resolved: That the information be noted.  
 

 
116. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
There were no planning applications for consideration.  
 
117. ASSET REGISTER  
 
The Council was required to keep its Asset Register under regular review to ensure that it remained 
up-to-date.  Copies of the Register had been circulated  
 
Resolved: That, subject to the deletion of the Northern Rock shares, the Asset Register be 
approved. 
 
118. RISK ASSESSMENT 
 
The Council’s risk assessment identified risks faced by the Council and measures in place to control 
and mitigate against them.  The risk assessment had to be regularly reviewed to ensure that it 
covered all relevant situations.  
 
Resolved: That the Risk Assessment be approved.   
 
119. REVIEW OF THE EFFECTIVENESS OF INTERNAL AUDIT 
 
Consideration was given to the report of the Clerk in respect of the review of the effectiveness of the 
Council’s internal audit procedures. 
 
The report set out the matters to be considered and how these could be evidenced. 
 
Resolved: That the Council is satisfied with its internal audit arrangements. 
 
120. FIDELITY GUARANTEE INSURANCE 
 
Fidelity guarantee insurance protected the Council’s funds in the event of misappropriate by staff or 
members.  The level of cover should be high enough to cover all funds held by the Council.  
 
The Clerk reported that cover was currently in the sum of £250,000, and the Council’s accounts had 
not exceeded this amount during the year.  This cover would, however, have to be kept under review, 
particularly in relation to any grants or funding received in relation to the community centre project, in 
addition to the usual sums held.  
 
Resolved: That the Council is satisfied with the current level of fidelity guarantee insurance cover. 
 
121. RECRUITMENT POLICY 
 
The Council did not currently have a recruitment policy in place.  As part of the Lottery application, 
funding was being sought for a marketing and development officer, and it was important that the 
Council had an appropriate policy in place to evidence the Council’s recruitment procedure.   
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A draft policy had been produced, copies of which had been circulated.  
 
Resolved: That the recruitment policy be approved and adopted. 
 
122. NEIGHBOURHOOD BUDGET FUNDING 
 
County Councillor J Armstrong and former County Councillor M Campbell had previously agreed to 
contribute £30,000 towards the cost of the new community centre project from their neighbourhood 
budgets.  The County Council had continued to hold these funds until such time as match funding of 
£69,200.00 had been achieved.   
 
While this had been achieved some time ago, the funds had remained with the County Council.  In 
view of the revised costs for professional fees for the community centre, enquiries had been made to 
establish whether the County Council to be drawn down at this stage to assist with cash flow.  
 
Councillor J Armstrong had confirmed to the County Council that he was content for the monies to be 
paid over to the Parish Council and the funds had now been received.  
 
Resolved: That the report be noted.  
 
123. CORNSAY VILLAGE GREEN 
 
A number of mole hills had appeared on the village green, particularly around the play area, which 
could pose a risk of tripping. 
 
A quotation had been received from Sherburn Outdoor Services in the sum of £50.00 to attend the 
site initially, with a further £15.00 for each subsequent visit and £10.00 per mole caught.  
 
Resolved: That the quotation be accepted.  
 
124. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE – STAGE 3 LOTTERY APPLICATION 
 
(a) Business Plan 

 
The Clerk reported on progress made on development of the business plan so far. Further 
work was required to reflect comments made by the Lottery funding officer and it was hoped 
that the finished document would be able to be considered by the Council in early April.  
 

(b) Capital Project Delivery Plan 
 
The Architect had prepared the draft Capital Project Delivery Plan and would be populating it 
with information received from the professional team over the next few weeks.  It was 
anticipated that the CPDP would be completed by the end of March.   
 

(c) Mechanical and Electrical Services  
 
The M&E engineer had prepared draft services drawings on which he required the Council’s 
comments.   
 
Copies of the drawings were reviewed and, subject to the omission of a CCTV system and 
access control system, the Council was agreeable to the plans as drawn.    
 

(d) Costings 
 
A Quantity Surveyor had been appointed as part of the professional team to cost the project. 
There was also an option to go to tender prior to submission of the Stage 3 application to 
obtain further information on projected costs.  
 
While this option could be of benefit, in view of the time remaining for submission of the 
application, it was considered that going to tender at the present time could present problems 
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with short timescales and incomplete information.  Accordingly, it was agreed to use the QS 
costings only as the basis on which to submit the application.  

 
Resolved: That the report be noted. 
 
 
 

The Meeting closed at 8.25 pm 
 
Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
 
 
 
 


