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O
nce again, the 
Federal Govern-
ment is playing 
its Big Brother 
or Father Christ-

mas role with N90 billion 

The N90bn gamble

aimed to bail out the 36 states 
of the federation plus Abuja, 
the federal capital territory, 
from bankruptcy. This is com-
ing barely 12 months after the 
first N500 billion bailout for 
the states which raised enor-
mous dust that is yet to settle.

Recall that exactly one 
month into the Muhammadu 

Buhari administration, the 
National Economic Council 
(NEC) reached a decision to 
offer bailout to states owing 
backlog of workers’ salaries. 
The Central Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN) subsequently disbursed 
intervention funds for 27 
states of the federation.

But investigation by the 

Independent Corrupt Practic-
es and other related offences 
Commission (ICPC) into how 
the bailout funds were man-
aged by the states revealed 
that most of the states did 
not disburse the fund for 
payment of workers’ sala-
ries; rather, the funds were 
paid into different corporate 

and personal accounts while 
some of the states that got the 
bailout did not owe workers 
as alleged. It was also revealed 
that some of the states actu-
ally used the federal fund to 
balance their debt payment to 
contractors and settle other 
financial needs outside what 

…A loan or another bazaar?
...Nigerians express reservations despite stringent conditions
...Say many governors can’t be trusted  

L-R: Femi Adeshina, special adviser on media to the president; pastor W. Kumuyi; Yemi Osinbajo; vice President pastor Mrs. W. Kumuyi and Seyi Malomo, Villa chapel pastor during a courtesy visit at 
the Presidential Villa, Abuja.
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W
ith many 
new uni-
ve r s i t i e s 
b e i n g  l i -
censed by 

the Nigerian Universities 
Commission (NUC) still using 
outmoded curricula and of-
fering the same old courses 
that have failed to lift the 
country from the abyss of 
underdevelopment for de-
cades, experts have expressed 
concern that the nation’s sal-
vation may not be anywhere 
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the bailout was meant to 
serve.

That notwithstanding, the 
NEC again on May 19, 2016 
reached another decision to 
rescue the states out of their 
financial mess with an addi-
tional N90 billion loan which 
is to cover a period of one year. 
This time around, however, 
the Federal Government gave 
a long list of conditions that 
states should meet to access 
the facility.

Kemi Adeosun, Minister 
of Finance, has also explained 
that this is not a bailout fund, 
but a budget support loan facil-
ity which comes at 9 percent 
interest rate or a window 
which has just been opened 
to arrest the economic chal-
lenges.

“The loan is in two tranches 
– N50 billion for three months 
to be shared across the 36 
states including FCT and then 
N40 billion for nine months; 
the idea is to tie states over for 
a year so that they rebalance. 
The loan is an average of about 
N1.3 billion per state for the 
first three months and N1.1 bil-
lion for the next nine months,” 
Adeosun explained to state Fi-
nance Commissioners during 
a meeting with them on the 
Fiscal Sustainability Plan (FSP).

According to the minister, 
the fund is a loan and it is 
fully repayable although it 
has a secured tie against fu-
ture dividends, revenues and 
any amount that government 
might owe the states.

“This is a loan that we have 
secured from the private sec-
tor and it has conditions at-
tached to it. So, it’s actually a 
loan that is going to be repaid. 
It’s not a bailout. When you 
want to borrow money, the 
lenders set the conditions 
and these conditions are very 
stringent; there are 22 of them 
and the states have signed up 
to them,” she said.

“The governors unani-
mously approved the plan; the 
commissioners approved the 
plan and it’s going to involve 
a lot of work in some places. 
There are a lot of tough condi-
tions. So, the governors and 
commissioners recognized 
that these reforms are neces-
sary if they want the states 
to be fiscally sustainable,” she 
further said.

 A welcome development
The Nigerian economy has 

been in dire straits following 
the sharp drop in oil revenue 
which had been the main oil 
lubricating the engine of gov-
ernance at the local, state and 

federal levels.
Since the past several 

months during which the 
oil windfall has plummeted, 
almost all the states have liter-
ally ‘died’, practically unable 
to meet even their primary 
obligations, including payment 
of workers’ salaries.

On Thursday, June 9, Gov-
ernor Olusegun Mimiko of 
Ondo State, told protesting 
workers in the state that the 
treasury was empty and that 
the government was strug-
gling to survive.

Earlier in January, Mimiko 
had advised civil servants in 
the workforce of his govern-
ment to take on subsistence 
farming due to the declining 
economy of the state and the 
country at large.

“You can do this at the 
backyard or front of your 
compound because I can’t 
guarantee the financial status 
of this state any longer,” he said.

“Our monthly wage bill is 
still N3.9 billion, and all the 
funds we are collecting from 
Abuja (federal allocation), oil 
derivation funds, Value Added 
Tax, and Internally Generated 
Revenue put together is N1.3 
billion,” he added.

In the face of this, many Ni-
gerians, including renowned 
economic experts, have de-
clared their support for the 
FG’s bailout for states as a way 
of reflating the economy.

Even President Buhari has 

been worried that many states 
are unable to pay salaries and 
blamed it on the nation’s sole 
reliance on oil over the years, 
which he described as a huge 
mistake.

“If from 1999 to at least 
2003, oil was above $100 per 
barrel and an export of about 
two million barrel per day, 
how come Nigeria failed to 
make some arrangement to 
cushion the effect of a prob-
ably volatile oil market? Again, 
it shows failure of the last 
administration,” Buhari had 
said last year.

Many therefore, see the 
recent N90bn FG loan as one 
of the best things to come out 
of the Buhari administration, 
especially as it is coming at this 
time when economic activities 
are dying down and many 
households are unable to eat 
two square meals, pay house 
rents, school fees and other 
needs due to unpaid salaries.

However, because of the 
way the first bailout was 
handled by some of the state 
governments who saw it as 
another oil windfall from the 
Big Brother that could be spent 
anyhow, concerns are mount-
ing over a possible fate that 
could befall this second one.

 Strict conditions for fund 
access

Before states can get any 
part of the N90bn loan, they 
must fulfill a number of strin-
gent conditions. These include 

that the states publish audited 
annual financial statements 
within nine months of finan-
cial year end; comply with 
the international public sector 
accounting standards (IPSAS); 
publish state budget online 
annually; publish budget im-
plementation performance re-
port online quarterly; develop 
standard IPSAS-complaint 
software to be offered to states 
for use by state and local gov-
ernments; set realistic and 
achievable targets to improve 
independently generated rev-
enue (from all revenue gener-
ating activities of the state in 
addition to tax collection) and 
ratio of capital to recurrent ex-
penditure; implement targets, 
and implement a centralized 
treasury single account.

Others are that the states 
have quarterly financial rec-
onciliation meetings with 
Federal Government to cover 
VAT, PAYE remittances, re-
funds on government projects, 
Paris Club and other accounts; 
share the database of compa-
nies within their state with 
the Federal Inland Revenue 
Service (FIRS); introduce a sys-
tem to allow for the immediate 
issue of VAT/WHT certificates 
on payment of invoices; re-
view all revenue-related laws 
and update obsolete rates/
tariffs; set limits on personnel 
expenditure as a share of total 
budgeted expenditure; carry 
out biometric capture of all 

states’ civil servants to elimi-
nate payroll fraud; establish 
efficiency units; Federal Gov-
ernment online price guide 
to be made available for use 
by states; introduce a system 
of Continuous Audit (internal 
audit); create a fixed asset 
and liability register; consider 
privatisation or concession of 
suitable state-owned enter-
prises to improve efficiency 
and management; establish 
a Capital Development Fund 
to ring-fence capital receipts 
and adopt accounting policies 
to ensure that capital receipts 
are strictly applied to capital 
projects; domesticate Fiscal 
Responsibility Act (FRA); at-
tainment and management of 
a credit rating by each state of 
the federation; Federal Gov-
ernment to encourage states to 
access funds from the capital 
markets for bankable projects 
through issuance of fast-track 
Municipal bond guidelines to 
support smaller issuances and 
shorter tenures; and comply 
with the FRA and report-
ing obligations, including no 
commercial bank loans to be 
undertaken by states, and 
routine submission of updated 
debt profile report to the DMO.

Strict as these conditions 
appear, knowledgeable Nigeri-
ans have said they are routine 
things that were supposed 
to have been in place in the 
states if the governors were 
foresighted in driving develop-
ments in their various states.

According to some observ-
ers, the above conditions will 
bring activities of the states 
into the open, revealing things 
that where hitherto shrouded 
in secrecy and that it will keep 
the governors on their toes, es-
pecially in those states where 
the governors have gone to 
sleep or become too lazy to 
think of how to grow their IGR.

They add that it may also 
be a chance for the states as 
many of them, eager to grab 
at the FG’s offer, may truly use 
the opportunity to begin to 
restructure their economies in 
a more sustainable way.

“They need to do this, or 
else they may perpetually 
depend on Abuja for monthly 
handouts that are fast fizzling 
out,” an economic expert tells 
BDSUNDAY.

Another bazaar?
 Nigeria has had the misfor-

tune of always getting leaders 
who think so little about the 
people they lead and their fu-
ture that at the slightest oppor-
tunity, they live in opulence 
even when all around them 
are starvation, deprivation, 
hunger, want and woe.

When the Federal Govern-
ment created an account for 
the excess revenue from oil 
called Excess Crude Account 
(ECA), it was the state gover-
nors who even went to court 
to compel the Federal Gov-
ernment to share the excess 
and use same to maintain and 
sustain their lavish lifestyle.

As difficult as the times are 
in Nigeria today, the governors 
have not shown, except by 
mouthing it, that they are 
in tune with the reality on 
ground. Even the president 
whose other name is pur-
ported to be austerity has not 
truly exhibited a lifestyle that 
reflects the mood of want 
and woe that pervades the 
country.

“Many of the governors 
are a curse to their states, not 
blessing. Their lifestyle belies 
whatever they say when they 
talk about the suffering people 
of Nigeria. Many of these gov-
ernors could best be described 
as clowns who dominate a the-
atre of the absurd which they 
have turned Nigeria into,” says 
a middle-aged civil servant 
who pleaded anonymity. 

The hope among many 
Nigerians, therefore, is that 
this N90bn should not be 
another bazaar for the gover-
nors. They argue that after all 
there should not have been 
any need for the bailout if the 
government, both states and 
federal, had managed their 
resources well or invested in 
profitable ventures during the 
years of plenty when oil sold 
for well over $100 per barrel.

Many have also expressed 
support for the strict condi-
tionalities outlined by the 
FG for states that want to ac-
cess the fund, saying it would 
at least make the governors 
realise that it is not a free 
donation.

They, however, urge the 
FG to ensure that these rules 
are followed to the letter and 
not bend them in the middle of 
the game to give favourite gov-
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Glo gives out N10m cash, other 
prizes to police officers

T
w e n t y  p o l i c e -
men and women 
recently received 
a cash reward of 
N500, 000 each 

which they won through the 
Nigerian Police Force (NPF) 
Cooperative Closed User 
Group (CUG), powered by 
Globacom. Two hundred and 
fifty of their colleagues won 
other categories of prizes.

A statement from the cor-
porate head office of Globa-
com, a copy of which made 
available to BDSUNDAY, 
stated that seven out of the 
twenty lucky winners of 
N500, 000 physically collect-
ed their prizes in a brief but 
colourful ceremony at Police 
Force Headquarters, Abuja, 
last Monday. The seven are 
Rabiu Hussaini, Olasunbo 
Tokunboh-Ajayi, Sunday 
Edoka, John Otame, Abiodun 
Mudasiru, Sikiru Opakunle 
and Thankgod Esechie.

“Two of the N500,000 
winners namely, John Otame 
and Abiodun Mudashiru, 
were lucky enough to be 
presented with their cheques 
personally by Solomon Arase, 
immediate past inspector 
general of police, in his office 
ahead of his pullout from the 
Force last Tuesday.

“Others, who won the 
N500,000 star prize and were 

expected to proceed to Glo-
bacom’s Abuja office to pick 
their cheques, are  Umar Bala, 
Kenneth Enumaje, Dickson 
Solomon, Ikechukwu James 
Nwogu, Rasheed  Aliu, Toba 
Ajayi, Alli Bello, Roseline 
Iriemivbor, Emmanuel Ga-
briel, Saheed Ganiyu, Rasheed 
Sanni, Calunun Kemuel and 
Thomas Saleh,” the statement 
further stated.

According to the release, 
two hundred and fifty other 
members of the Police CUG 
won items including 5KVA 
Generators, deep freezers, 
Home Theatres, Water Dis-
pensers and Smart Phones.

Olasunb o Tokunb oh-
Ajayi, a bursar at the Police 
Children’s School, Ado Ekiti, 
who won N500,000 said that 
winning the prize is like a 
dream come true.

Tokunboh-Ajayi urged her 
colleagues and civilians in 
the police formations across 
the country to join the Police 
CUG.

“When I was called about 
the prize I won, I told the 
Customer Care person that 
Glo was already doing a lot 
for us and that I was already 
enjoying the network, I did 
not know that I could still 
receive more from Globacom,” 
she said.

Folu Aderibigbe, Globa-

com’s coordinator, Enterprise 
Sales, who presented the gifts 
to the winners at the Force 
Headquarters in Abuja, said 
that the prizes were provided 

by Globacom as the com-
pany’s way of giving back to 
the officers and gentlemen of 
the Nigerian Police.

“In Globacom, we believe 

in rewarding the various seg-
ments of the Nigerian society 
who form our customer base. 
We also believe that organi-
zations such as the Nigerian 

Police Force should be encour-
aged and motivated as they 
perform the onerous task of 
safeguarding lives and prop-
erty,” he said.
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Solomon Arase, immediate past police inspector general (IG) (2nd left) presenting a cheque of N500,000 to John Otame, winner in the Police Cooperative CUG 
Promo powered by Globacom at the Police Force Headquarters Abuja, recently  With them are Folu Aderibigbe, Globacom’s coordinator, Enterprise Sales, (2nd 
right); Mansur Opakunle, Ag. National coordinator, Public Sector Sales, (left), and Dorothy Dongna’an, Police AIG in charge of Cooperative and Investment.

ernors an easy passage. This is 
given that Nigerians have seen 
flagrant display of impunity 
by some government officials 
and how offending govern-
ment officials have always 
been treated with kid-gloves 
simply because they belong 
to the political party that pro-
duced government in power.

Magnus Achu, an accoun-
tant with a firm in Lagos, tells 
BDSUNDAY that he has no 
problem with the N90 billion 
provided Abuja was sincere in 
its plan that it is going to be a 
refundable loan.

“Ordinarily, I find nothing 
wrong in the bailout or loan 
or whatever name it is called, 
but essentially I think that 
why some people express res-
ervation over it is because of 
the nature of the politicians at 
the state level and the kind of 
selective and discriminatory 
party politics being played in 
the country,” Achu says.

“What do I mean by that? 
I see a situation where at the 
end of the day, only non-APC 
states would be chased about 
to refund the loan. The APC 
states may be excused and 
somebody will tell us that 
they were the people who 
voted for the president. This 
is where the doubts as to 
whether it is a loan or just an-
other bazaar stemmed from. 
You do not blame those who 
reason this way because of 
what we have seen in the sys-
tem since last year,” he adds.

“Given the way politics is 
played traditionally in this 
country, some governors es-
pecially those from the ruling 
political party may enjoy some 
waivers while those from the 
opposition parties may have to 
cope with the set conditions for 
obtaining the loan.

“Where this is allowed to 
play out, it will give room for 
impunity and misapplication 
which will ultimately defeat 
the objective of the bailout. 

And both the economy and the 
households would be worse for 
it,” says Folu Banjoko, a Lagos-
based medical practitioner.

“The All Progressives Con-
gress (APC) governors should 
not, for whatever reason, col-
lect this loan and use same 
to feather their nests as they 
would always want to, but 
rather apply it for the purpose 
it is meant to serve,” he adds.

 States must improve IGR
Meanwhile, as state gov-

ernments continue to strug-
gle in the face of dwindling 
allocations from the centre, 
many Nigerians have argued 
that it is time for the states 
to think outside the box to 
improve their internally gen-
erated revenue.

BDSUNDAY fact check 
reveals that in line with this 
new thinking, some states 
have started improving on 
their land administration, by 
increasing speed and conve-
nience and reducing cost of 
registration of property for 

both residence and business.
A recent survey by Busi-

nessDay revealed that Lagos 
and Kano are topping the rest 
34 states, the Federal Capital 
Territory (FCT) Abuja inclusive, 
in this development which 
analysts believe will grow the 
IGR of these states in both the 
short and long run.

According to the survey, 
Lagos particularly has so im-
proved on the various aspects 
of its land administration that 
its Lands Bureau in just 10 
months (May 2015 to March 
this year) generated revenue 
totalling N8.1 billion with 
application for Certificate of 
Ownership (C of O) alone con-
tributing over N3 billion.

While Lagos and Kano have 
improved thus, Kogi State gov-
ernment has decided to focus 
on agriculture to aid its IGR 
because it believes agriculture 
provides the ‘quick win’ to 
bridge the funding gap created 
by dwindling fortune of crude 
oil and mitigate its accompany-

ing challenges.
The state governor, Yahaya 

Bello, made reference to this 
when he received the 5th 
World Bank/FGN joint mis-
sion to Kogi State on FADAMA 
III AF Implementation team 
recently.

The governor believes that 
earning from agricultural re-
sources can replace crude oil 
earnings within a decade if vig-
orously pursued and embraced 
by Nigerians.

“My vision and yearning 
since assumption of office has 
been to transform Kogi State 
into an industrial/economic 
destination with the agricul-
tural sector playing a pivotal 
role, particularly through mas-
sive support for cassava and 
rice value chains,” he stressed.

In Enugu State, Governor 
Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi recently 
reconstituted a new revenue 
board to ensure effective finan-
cial management, even as he 
charged the members to come 
up with new ideas for effective 

control of the state revenues
According to him, the state 

is one of the few that receive 
the lowest in the federal alloca-
tion table, hence, the need for 
new strategies to beef up and 
protect the states’ IGR to enable 
it fulfill some of its obligations 
effectively.

“My government as a re-
sult of the current economic 
condition is struggling to 
meet its financial commit-
ments to pay salaries, to fund 
developmental activities, 
ensure social services and 
maintain security among 
others,” Ugwuanyi said.

“I had earlier envisaged this 
situation when I warned in my 
inaugural speech that revenue 
generation agencies should be 
ready to intensify efforts to 
generate more revenue to fund 
governments’ development ef-
forts,” he added.

Many Nigerians say this is 
the way all other states must go 
if they must remain economi-
cally viable going forward.

Continued from page 2
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Danbatta seeks Reps’ cooperation 
on telecom regulations

U
m a r  G a r b a 
Danbatta, the 
executive vice 
chairman of the 
Nigerian Com-

munications Commission 
(NCC), has called for more 
cooperation and understand-
ing of members of the House 
of Representatives, on regu-

JUMOKE AKIYODE
latory functions of the com-
mission.

Speaking during an over-
sight visit of the members 
of the House of Representa-
tives’ Committee on Com-
munications in Abuja, Dan-
batta stressed the need for 
striking a balance in satisfy-
ing diverse stakeholders in 
the industry the Commis-
sion regulates.

“We will still use this op-
portunity to seek you coop-
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Kwara PDP endorses Makarfi-
led caretaker committee, wants 
unity among party leaders

T
he People’s Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) in 
Kwara State has ex-
pressed confidence in 

the new Caretaker Commit-
tee led by  Ahmed Makarfi, 
former governor of Kaduna 
State, saying that Makarfi 
and his group are capable of 
resolving internally political 
issues in the party if given 
the support.

Sunday Adeniran Fag-
bemi, the Kwara State PDP 
chairman, made this known 
while delivering speech at a 
press conference held at NUJ 
Press Centre Ilorin, the capital 
of Kwara State Friday, just as 
he urged members and lead-
ers to support Makarfi in the 
current resolution of internal 
bickering. 

According to Fagbemi, the 

new caretaker committee led 
by Makarfi, since assumption 
of office, has been solving 
the problems of the party 
piecemeal at the national and 
state levels.

He said: “Our decision to 
recognize and support Ahmed 
Makarfi-led Caretaker Com-
mittee was taken after due 
consultation with the party 
members, elders and other 
stakeholders within and out-
side the state and eminent 
Board of Trustee members 
of the party, because there is 
wisdom in consultation as it 
brings co-operation to build 
the party.

“We hereby assure all 
and sundry that Kwara State 
PDP recognizes Makarfi-led 
caretaker committee and 
acknowledges the good work 
the Board of Trustees, Gover-
nors’ Forum, National Assem-
bly caucus and other organs 

Ahmed Makarfi

SIKIRAT SHEHU, ILORIN

the headquarters of the NCC 
to exercise their oversight 
duty also commended the 
strides of Universal Service 
Provision Fund (USPF) in the 
country.

Tony Ojobo, Director, Pub-
lic Affairs, NCC, who said that 
the commission has always 
enjoyed fruitful relationships 
with the committee, com-
mended members for “the 
very mature way” they have 
handled its affairs.

of the party are doing. We 
will continue to back them 
up with prayers and moral 
support”.

Speaking earlier, Abuba-
kar Sulaiman, former min-
ister, National Planing, said: 
“ We, in Kwara State PDP 
under the chairmanship 
of Sunday  Fagbemi, align 
with our teaming leaders 
to endorse and support the 
Makarfi-led national care-
taker committee.

“As a matter of fact, we 
condemn the act of brigand-
age, shenanigans and nasty 
behaviour being perpetrated 
by Ali Modu Sheriff and his 
co-travelers. I have no doubt 
that Sen. Ahmed Makarfi and 
other members of the care-
taker committee are not only 
able, capable and respected 
but also experienced enough 
to paddle the ship of the party 
to an enviable state”.

eration and understanding 
of delicate balance existing 
between the functions of reg-
ulators, and its many publics 
and stakeholders, including 
the legislature.

“These stakeholders have 
divers e but very imp or-
tant interest,  which the 
regulator must satisfy. In 
the course of achieving an 
effective regulation for the 
benefit of all and in creating 
an enabling environment 

for growth, issues and chal-
lenges are bound to arise,” 
he explained.

The EVC also told mem-
bers of the Committee that 
the Commission had recent-
ly won a European Award 
for Best Practices, in addi-
tion to emerging African 
Regulator of the Year at 
regional level.

Responding, Shaheed Fi-
jabi, Chairman of the Com-
mittee, who said they were at 

Minister commends Etisalat 
for SMEs’ commitment

A
isha Abubakar, 
minister for state 
for Industry, Trade 
and Investment, 

has commended Etisalat Ni-
geria for its commitment to 
the growth and development 
of Small and Medium scale 
Enterprises in Nigeria.

The minister, who spoke 
in Abuja at the flag-off of the 
2016 edition of Market Access 
Forum (MAF), organised by 
the Enterprise Development 
Centre (EDC) of the Pan At-
lantic University in partner-
ship with Etisalat Nigeria, 
applauded the telecom giant 
for being at the forefront of 
promoting initiatives that 
support growing businesses 
as one of the key drivers of 
the Nigerian economic pros-
perity.

According to her, MAF is 
a platform that has inspired 
many aspiring entrepreneurs, 
and provided a credible plat-
form for learning and col-

laboration amongst MSME 
in Nigeria.

“The time to support SMEs 
in Nigeria could not have 
been more auspicious than 
now that the FG is conscious-
ly making efforts to diversify 
from an oil economy. Cer-
tainly, this is a good omen for 
small and growing businesses 
which constitute over 95% 
of the Nigerian economy”, 
she said.  

Eric Uwaoma, director, 
Enterprise Segment, Etisalat 
Nigeria, reiterated Etisalat’s 
commitment to the growth 
of SMEs in the country by 
continuously offering start-
ups opportunities that can 
make them increase their 
capacity.

“We have supported MAF 
for about four years, and we 
will continue to offer our 
support. Etisalat supports ini-
tiatives like this because we 
think it is important to show 
small and growing businesses 

how they can attain healthy 
growth the same way Etisalat 
attained its record growth.

 “The second initiative is 
the EasyBusiness Million-
aires’ Hunt, an initiative that 
gives SMEs, who subscribe to 
Etisalat EasyBusiness package 
the opportunity to apply for a 
business grant. Through this 
initiative Etisalat has trained 
100 entrepreneurs and given 
businesses over N40 million 
in grants”, he said.  

Peter Bamkole, director, 
Enterprise Development Cen-
tre, Pan Atlantic University, 
said the fundamental goal of 
MAF is to facilitate market 
access for Small and Growing 
Business (SGBs) by keying 
them into the value chain of 
large organisations.

He explained that the 
event served as a viable plat-
form for SGB and large com-
panies in and around Abuja to 
network, build relationships 
and create opportunities.

L-R: Rotarian, Lateef Bakare; Bukola Bakare, president, Rotary Club Ikeja; Oba Otudeko, chairman, Honeywell Group; 
Bola Onabadejo, District Governor, Rotary Club Ikeja, at a dinner in honour of Otudeko at the Rotary Centre in Lagos.  
               Francis Abiagam
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N
igerians’ huge ap-
petite for foreign 
trips is suffering 
a major setback 
as volatile Naira 

and soaring foreign exchange 
make trips outside the country 
and even to neighboring Af-
rican countries unnecessarily 
expensive.

The development has 
resulted in over 50 percent 
decline in outbound trips, es-
pecially this summer because 
the unfavourable exchange 
rate amounts to about 250 
percent hike in normal holiday 
bookings.

The impact is felt most with 
high airfares, and huge hotel 
bills; the two compulsory com-
ponents of outbound trip, while 
visitors can forgo shopping and 
packaged tours to save cost. The 
average airfare out of Nigeria 
is $300, standard accommoda-
tion abroad is from $100 while 
tour packages, cinema, and 
other fun activities including 
local transport go from $50.

According BDSUNDAY’s 
investigations, a weekend trip 
to London which before now 
costs between $1,000 to $1,500 

goes for a whopping $3,000 or 
more depending on the class of 
one’s ticket and type of hotel 
accommodation the person 
lodged in. Yet, popular desti-
nations such as Dubai are no 
longer cheap despite easy visa, 
while the likes of Germany, 
China and United States of 
America are likely going to be 
double the amount because of 
distance.

Corroborating the investi-
gations, Julie Egbuli, manager, 
WhiteOak Travels, noted, “The 
situation is not funny. We have 
over 15 percent cancelations for 
summer bookings and their 
reasons are same; no money. 
We know that Nigerians like 
last minute rush, but current 
events are reversing that fact 
because we have not made 
substantial bookings till now 
unlike before. The decline is up 
to 40 percent”.

The investigations also re-
vealed that most airlines are 
not parading cheap tickets 
again, especially now that they 
find it difficult to repatriate 
their funds, hence whoever 
wants to travel, especially for 
holiday should brace up and 
probably have big pocket.

According to Jemi Alade, 

CEO, Jemi Alade Tours, “Nowa-
days, outbound trips, especially 
summers are for those who can 
afford it and not those who 
just wish Dollar and Naira are 
at par. There is no cheap ticket 
anymore; all the airlines are 
crying even local ones”.

For the Nigerian traveling 
public that have developed a 
culture for traveling, Bankole 
Bernard, president, National 
Association of Nigeria Travel 
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Agencies, disclosed that there 
are some airlines that still dis-
play cheap flights and collect 
money in Naira, hence the 
wanderlusts who are looking 
for opportunity to holiday this 
summer can take advantage 
of them.

Beyond flight cancelations, 
hotel accommodation is af-
fected. To reduce the number 
of cancelations from Nigeria, 
most resorts and destinations 

in the Caribbean are insist-
ing on non-refundable online 
part payments. This restricts 
bookings to such resorts to 
only those who are sure of the 
bookings and have the means 
as well.

“Hotels work with guest 
numbers on daily basis. If a 
hotel is expecting 100 guests 
on a particular weekend and 
only 50 turned up, the hotel 
will definitely loss revenue 

from guests who were told the 
hotel was fully booked on the 
booking portal or even at the 
front desk,” Egbuli explained.

However, Remlords Tours 
sees opportunity in the whole 
situation. Realizing that the 
problem is that Nigerians still 
see foreign trips as status sym-
bol, Remlords Tours is pro-
moting local destinations like 
never before. According to 
Nkereuwem Onung, CEO of 
the tour company and presi-
dent, Nigerian Association 
of Tour Operators (NATOP), 
Obudu Mountain Resort, Le 
Meridien Ibom Hotel & Golf 
Resort, Ikogosi Resort, Calabar, 
Lagos, Abuja and among oth-
ers parade some of the most 
breathtaking attractions in 
the world but most Nigerians 
prefer outbound because of the 
status symbol thing.

“Why spend millions in a 
single trip abroad when you 
can get same appeal cheaper 
and better at home,” he queried. 
Beyond Remlords Tours, Jemi 
Alade, Saffy Tours, Jedediah 
among others are promoting 
summer holiday to local desti-
nations across the country in a 
bid to patronise made in Nigeria 
goods, and boost the economy.

R
esidents of Apapa 
Government Re-
served Area (AGRA) 
have called on gov-
ernment at all levels 

to quickly come to the aid of the 
Ports City to prevent it from 
total collapse.

The residents, who spoke 
through Paul Odey, general 
manager of AGRA, lamented 
that 13 months into the gov-
ernment of the All Peoples 
Congress (APC) at the Federal, 
State and Local Government, 
the residents of Apapa are still 
left in the lurch to continue 
to suffer the menace of bad 
roads, unending traffic jam 
and the lawlessness of truck 
drivers.

Odey noted that the people 
who still reside in Apapa now 
commute by boat to their des-
tinations. He said that owing to 
the neglect being suffered by 
Apapa, many residents, includ-
ing landlords are fleeing their 
homes for other parts of Lagos 
State. He condemned what he 
described as the indifference of 

the various governments to the 
plight of the residents, noting 
that Apapa economy has col-
lapsed because of the activities 
of the truck drivers who park 
on the road.

He also said that it was not 
just Apapa economy that is be-
ing affected adversely, but the 
entire nation’s economy.

Odey further said that the 
truck drivers have frustrated 
every effort to relocate them 
from the roads, pointing out 
that “Apapa has not experi-
enced any change at all. The 
access roads are getting worse 
because you can only access 
Apapa through Ijora and Co-
conut bridges. The current 
Minister of Power, Works and 
Housing,  Babatunde Fashola 
is familiar with our plight 
because he frequented Apapa 
while he was the governor of 
Lagos State on the same issue, 
though he could only come on 
Sundays because of the traffic 
situation.”

He added that “If one part of 
the body is aching or infirmed, 
it would affect the other parts 
of the body. The access roads 
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phase one because of a new 
bridge being constructed just 
beside the Liverpool Bridge 
that connects Apapa with Tin 
Can Island.

Odey also lamented ab-
sence of street lights on the 
bridges that lead to Apapa, 
despite the fact that less 
important roads are now 
lighted.

Also commenting on ef-
forts made by individuals and 
companies in Apapa to per-
manently solve the problem 
of gridlock in the area, Chris 
Orode, managing director of 
TF Global Logistics Limited, 
explained that his firm came 
up with a three-pronged ap-
proach to curb traffic jam in the 
ports city.

According to Orode, his 
suggestion included creation of 
an alternative parking lot and 
introduction of an electronic 
authorisation that would en-
sure that only trucks are on 
the roads at any given time. He 
however, lamented that none 
of the approaches had been 
adopted by government.

are in a terrible state, therefore, 
the other infrastructure are 
collapsing. Why in the world 
would public money be spent 
to fix roads only for individu-
als to damage them? Are we 
running a country where you 

cannot even designate where 
trucks would park?”

The association’s secretary 
lamented a situation where 
policemen and other security 
agents, who should be carry-
ing out their constitutional 

roles, are now directing traf-
fic. The AGRA pointed out 
that the Truck Park opposite 
Tin Can Island that has been 
under construction since the 
days of the late President 
Umaru Yar’Adua was still at 

…To save Ports City from total collapse

....as inbound destinations gain traction

Hard times cuts Nigerians’ 
appetite for foreign trips

Apapa residents send SOS to FG, Lagos government



L-R: Olufolarin Ogunsanwo, executive chairman, Lagos Internal Revenue Service (LIRS); Folashade 
Tinubu Ojo, iyaoja general of Nigeria; Arinola Kola-Daisi, director, administration and human resources, 
LIRS, and Ayodele Adebayo, director, new growth areas, LIRS, at the LIRS familiarization visit to 
Iyaloja General of Nigeria and the head of market in Lagos state during the market meeting at the 
Iyaloja’s residence.

Idris Ibrahim, acting I-G (l), presenting a sourvenir to the Abdulrahman Dambazau, minister of interior,, 
during his visit to the ministry in Abuja on, yesterday. NAN

Chibuike Amaechi, minister of transportation (l), inaugurating the ministerial implementation committee 
for the kaduna inland container dry port, in Abuja, with him is Hassan Bello, member of the committee 
and executive secretary of Nigerian Shippers Council. NAN

Odesanya Mobolaji, deputy commissioner of police for Rivers, (l), Foluso Adebanjo, with the new 
commissioner of police, After The Commissioner’s Maiden News   Conference In Port Harcourt. NAN

R-L: Boboye Oyeyemi, FRSC Corps Marshal; Bayo Onanuga, managing director, News Agency of 
Nigeria (NAN), and Bisi Kazeem, head of media relations and strategy, FRSC, during the visit of the 
managing director of NAN to FRSC Headquarters in Abuja, yesterday. NAN

Mansur Dan-Ali, minister of defence, (l), Presenting A Souvenir To The Ayodele John-Obe, speaker, 
Nigerian Youth Parliament (NYP), during a courtesy visit by the NYP to the minister, in Abuja. NAN
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L-R: Aduwo Ayodeji, Chief Executive Officer, Bold Concepts and Stanbless Nigeria Limited; Taiwo 
Onanuga, Purchasing Manager, Total Plc; Jean-Phillippe Torres, Managing Director Total Plc, and 
Sanjay Kumar Das, CEO Panar Group of Companies, during the 2016 Total Nig. Plc suppliers 2016 
Forum in Lagos.

R-L: Kola Lawal, Commissioner for Forestry; Bimbo Ashiru, Commissioner for Commerce and Industry; 
Koukponou Gaetan, Deputy Director, Agency for Promotion, Investment and Exportation, Republic of 
Benin; Toyin Taiwo, President, Ogun State Chambers of Commerce, Industries, Mines and Agriculture 
(OGUNCCIMA) and other members of entourage during bilateral trade relations meeting with Ogun 
state government held in Abeokuta.
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NewsFeature
Buhari must not cover up Biafra 
agitators’ killings – lawyers  

P
resident Muhammadu Bu-
hari has been urged not to 
sweep under the carpet last 
month’s alleged gruesome 
killings of unarmed Biafra 

agitators in Anambra, Imo, Enugu, 
Abia, Delta, Cross River and Ebonyi 
States when thousands of protesters 
clashed with security forces, leading 
to the deaths of dozens of citizens and 
and many of them sustaining varying 
degrees of injuries, but must set up a 
panel of enquiry to investigate the 
matter.

The protesters, who were mainly 
members of the Indigenous People of 
Biafra (IPOB) and Movement for the 
Actualisation of Sovereign State of Bi-
afra (MASSOB), had on May 30, 2016, 
had embarked on peaceful procession 
to mark Biafra Day in memory of the 
former leader of the defunct Biafra 
Republic, the late Chukwuemeka 
Odumegwu-Ojukwu.

The Nigerian Police authority also 
said the procession, which turned 
bloody, claimed three of its officers 
including an officer who was allegedly 
thrown into the River Niger.

Onitsha resident, who witnessed 
the event told BDSUNDAY that at the 
rally in Onitsha, a combined team of 
the military and police clashed with 
members of IPOB during the celebra-
tion of Biafra Day in the commercial 
city, which according to him, left about 
32 persons dead and many injured, 
adding that over 50 members of the 
Biafran group were arrested by the 
military and taken to the 302 Canton-
ment of the Nigerian Army, Onitsha.

“History repeated itself when 
unarmed citizens were killed by the 
Nigerian Military. This government 
has been quiet all the while the Fula-
nis were killing Nigerians all over the 
country. I wonder why a peaceful pro-
cession will result into the shooting at 
the unarmed. Whether the Nigerian 
State would go free with this level of 
wickedness remains to be seen,” said 
the source who pleaded anonymity.

Ebun-Olu Adegboruwa, a Lagos-
based human rights lawyer, has since 
urged a Federal High Court in Lagos 
to order the immediate release of 
members of the IPOB who are being 
allegedly detained unlawfully by the 
Federal Government.

Adegboruwa accused the Federal 
Government in the suit of trampling 
on the constitutional rights of the 
pro-Biafran protesters to freedoms of 
expression, assembly and association, 
and that the invasion of IPOB gather-
ings by the Nigerian Military and the 
killing of the protesters were clear 
violation of Sections 39 and 40.

Worries over Buhari’s silence
Enuwah Omonkaro, a Lagos-based 

Lawyer, counselled that one quick 
way President Buhari could send a 
clear message to Nigerians and the in-
ternational community that unarmed 
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citizens would not be mercilessly 
killed under his watch is to urgently 
set up a judicial panel of enquiry to un-
earth the culpability of security agents 
and bring anyone found breaking the 
rules of engagement to book.  

He said: “It is not correct for the 
President to keep quiet while a sec-
tion of the country is on fire. President 
Buhari should have by now come to 
terms with the reality of his position 
as a father to all Nigerians, including 
those who did not vote him. Unfortu-
nately, the President is still acting as 
if he is President of the Fulani. How 
many states or other regions has the 
President visited since he became 
President? Let’s face the fact.

“If the alleged killing of Biafran 
unarmed protesters is swept under 
the carpet, it will still erupt in a more 
dangerous twist in the future. But the 
President has an ample opportunity 
to prove critics wrong that he is not 
a parochial leader many predicted 
he would be. But again, this alleged 
killing of Biafran protesters also un-
derscores the continued allegation of 
extrajudicial killing by our security 
officers. This is not acceptable under 
a democratic setting”.

Amnesty International rages over 
killings

Amnesty International, who has 
since accused the Nigerian Army of 
extrajudicial killing, has demanded an 
immediate investigation of the attacks, 
saying that its on-the-ground investi-
gation confirmed that security officers 
gunned down unarmed citizens dur-
ing the pro-Biafran commemoration 
events in Onitsha, Anambra State.

According to M.K. Ibrahim, coun-
try director, Amnesty International, 
Nigeria, evidence gathered from 
eyewitnesses, morgues and hospitals 
confirms that between 29 and 30, May 
2016, the Nigerian Military opened fire 
on members of the IPOB, supporters 
and bystanders at three locations in 
the town.

“Opening fire on peaceful IPOB 
supporters and bystanders who 

clearly posed no threat to anyone is 
an outrageous use of unnecessary 
and excessive force and resulted in 
multiple deaths and injuries. In one 
incident, one person was shot dead 
after the authorities burst in on them 
while they slept. The exact number 
of deaths is unknown, partly due to 
the fact that the Nigerian Army took 
away corpses and the injured.  

“This is not the first time that IPOB 
supporters have died in the hands of 
the military. It is becoming a worrying 
pattern and this incident and others 
must be immediately investigated. In 
addition there must be an end to the 
pattern of increased militarisation of 
crowd control operations as soldiers 
are frequently deployed to undertake 
routine policing functions,” he said.

He emphasised that the shootings, 
some of which may amount to extra-
judicial executions, must be urgently 
and independently investigated and 
anyone suspected of criminal respon-
sibility be brought to justice.

Independence of LGA will end 
crisis

Ted Iseghohi-Edwards, director 
general, Association of Local Gov-
ernment of Nigeria (ALGON) and 
Secretary to ALGON Board of Trusty, 
in charge of affairs of local govern-
ments in the country, advised that 
the Federal Government put efforts 
at authenticating and verifying the 
true position about the alleged killing, 
noting that it is unacceptable for secu-
rity agents to open fire on unarmed 
protesting civilians.

“The government first need to 
authenticate the killings. It is also pos-
sible that criminals were involved; 
using the protest to cause mayhem 
which security forces tried to curtail 
by opening fire. Otherwise, killing of 
innocent protesters is unjustifiable 
and unacceptable.

“Whoever is culpable should be 
held accountable. The culprits would 
have taken laws into their hands with-
out being asked to do so. But if it was 
senior officers who commanded them 

to kill unarmed citizens they should be 
fished out and made to face the law,” 
he told BDSUNDAY in an interview.

When asked to provide presiden-
tial solutions to the Biafra unrest, he 
said enforcing autonomous of the local 
government system in Nigeria in or-
der to economically empower citizens 
at the grassroots would be a major 
milestone in solving the problem of 
agitation and militancy in the country.

“Most of this problem is born out 
of hunger and lack of economic abil-
ity; which brings us to why we need 
to repair the broken walls of Nigeria’s 
local government system. This is the 
system that is meant to touch every 
citizen at the lower level; and as long 
as this system is not working we are 
going to continue to have a great chal-
lenge in reaching the people at the 
grassroots where these problems are. 
Unfortunately, the local governments 
have been hijacked by state govern-
ments,” he said.  

He lamented that while the con-
stitution already demarcates the role 
of states and that of local govern-
ments, Nigerian state governors have 
hijacked both the local government as 
institution and its revenue; directing 
its affairs as it pleases them.

“It is easier for a citizen to walk to 
the local government chairman than 
to the president or to the governor. The 
people can make local government 
chairman accountable if he fails to 
deliver electoral promises.

“The call to make local govern-
ments autonomous is not true because 
autonomous has already been pro-
vided for in the constitution. What 
we need is enforcement and to stand 
up and say ‘no, we no longer want 
business as usual’. We must stop this 
nonsense of governors dissolving 
elected council members and setting 
up caretaker committees,” he said.  

Countering the position of Olisa 
Ogbakoba, a Senior Advocate of Nige-
ria (SAN), in a recent interview with 
BDSUNDAY who said that the Federal 
Government should devolve power 

to states as solutions to agitation and 
militancy in the country, Iseghohi-
Edwards said state government should 
rather give to local governments what 
the nation’s constitution already guar-
anteed them.

“The states should devolve power 
to the local governments. I disagree 
with Agbakoba respectfully. The 
states have 26 percent of the revenue 
while local governments have almost 
23percent and the FG have 52percent. 
You look at Nigeria; do you see the 
impact of 23percent in Nigerian local 
governments? No, we don’t see the 
impact; because what they do is that 
the money goes back into states’ cof-
fers. And I am saying let us stop that 
now; let us erase that. A lot of these 
agitations and militancy will disap-
pear by the time we start having duly 
elected local government chairmen 
with funds to work with,” he said.

Igbo must seek political correct-
ness

Monday Ubani, a former chair-
man, Nigerian Bar Association (NBA), 
Ikeja branch, counselled that President 
Buhari must be careful and sensitive 
to the issue of human rights violation 
because it is not a good thing for his 
government to be receiving rebuke 
from international agencies like Am-
nesty International.

He said the alleged killing of Bi-
afra agitators in the southeast and 
south-south states last month was 
unprovoked since the protesters were 
unarmed, calling on the FG not to 
sweep the matter under the carpet but 
investigate the incident to ascertain 
what really happened.

“The protesters were within their 
constitutional right to freedom of as-
sociation and lawful assembly. They 
have not done anything wrong by 
simply protesting. The killing of the 
Biafra agitators as reported in the 
media and Amnesty International 
was unwarranted. No one has the 
right to take another person’s life. 
This government must try as much as 
possible to come clean on the issues of 
human rights violation because it will 
not help its image in the eyes of right-
thinking people,” he told BDSUNDAY 
in an interview.  

He however, cautioned that the 
Biafra agitators and their sympathiz-
ers should realise that the FG also has 
a constitutional duty to perform when 
citizens commit treasonable offences 
that could lead to chaos and anarchy 
and consequently put the security of 
the country in jeopardy.

When asked to suggest ways the 
Federal Government could easily 
sway the secessionist agitators on the 
side of ‘common sense’, as former head 
of state, General Yakubu Gowon puts 
it when Major Philip Effiong, deputy 
Biafran leader announced the end of 
Biafra in 1966, Ubani said President 
Buhari should ‘play god’ in the interest 
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NewsFeature
Past poor choices responsible for Nigeria’s 
infrastructure deficit – Fashola

M
inister of Power, 
Works and Hous-
ing, Babatunde Raji 
Fashola, has blamed 
the poor state of in-

frastructure in Nigeria on the bad 
choices that the country made in 
the past.

These poor choices, according 
to him, manifested in the form of 
meagre budgetary allocations to the 
critical sectors of Power, Works and 
Housing by past administrations as 
well as non-release of funds even 
after budgets have been passed, while 
at the same time government officials 
were stashing away money.

Fashola said this at weekend 
while speaking at the closing session 
of the 2016 Nigerian Bar Association 
Section on Business Law (NBA-SBL) 
Conference which held at Transcorp 
Hilton Hotel, Abuja. He spoke on the 
theme “Vision for Nigeria’s Infra-
structure Development – What do 
we need to get there?”

“We’ve been through a decade of 
daily production and sale of crude oil 
at $100 per barrel and all of us know 
some of the things that happened 
during that period. But what has 
changed? What has changed is that 
with a budget benchmark of $38 per 
barrel, this administration has bud-
geted more than N4 trillion; we have 
budgeted N6 trillion,” he said.  

“For me, it is a start, and it is an 

audacious start, the type that is 
needed in difficult economic times. It 
is reminiscent of what has been done 
all through history when economies 
were at difficult crossroads like this. 
It is reminiscent of the New Deal in 
America, it is reminiscent of the Mar-
shall Plan in Europe, it is reminiscent 
of what China has done for a decade 
and a half to build its economy,” he 
added.

The minister said apart from the 

size of the budget, what has happened 
also is that 30 percent of the 2016 
budget is now dedicated to capital 
expenditure to finance infrastruc-
ture, adding that to him, it was right 
thinking, even though the allocation 
was not enough.

He said people who ask why the 
country was going to borrow but at 
the same time say they want a new 
road were not being sincere.

“In the context that we are not 
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earning enough money, we must bor-
row to finance infrastructure, it is a 
sensible investment, the amortization 
period is longer,” he said.

Fashola also drew a comparison 
between past budgetary allocations 
and this year’s in order to highlight 
that things were changing for good.

“This year the Ministry of Power 
has N66 billion to spend to complete 
its transmission projects. In Works, 
for roads and infrastructure we now 

have N244 billion, and in Housing, we 
have N35 billion in the 2016 budget. 
So for those three ministries we have 
N345 billion to spend,” he said.

“So instead of N66 billion this year, 
Power had only N5 billion to spend 
in the 2015 budget for the whole of 
Nigeria. We know how much has 
been found in banks and under all 
sorts of places. That is why we don’t 
have infrastructure. It’s very simple, 
we just made poor choices. Works 
had N18 billion for all of Nigeria’s 
roads and bridges last year, whereas 
money was being hidden here and 
there. Those are the poor choices that 
we made.

And of course for Housing, we had 
N1.8 billion to build houses for the 
whole of Nigeria. That gives a total of 
about N34 billion compared to about 
N345 billion that this administration 
is willing to commit,” he added.

The minister said his meetings 
with contractors in Works and Hous-
ing preparatory to implementation of 
the 2016 budget revealed that they 
had not been paid for two to three 
years in spite of the budget, adding 
that what happened then was that 
after the budgets were made, cash 
was not released.

He added that all that was chang-
ing as currently, contractors were 
being paid and they were returning 
to site, and even where they had not 
been paid, they were going back to 
work on the integrity of the Buhari 
administration knowing that they 
would be paid. 

Buhari must not cover ...

of forgiveness and peace.
“God is very merciful and always 

forgiving us, and giving us a pat in the 
back when we ourselves would have 
expected punishment for our actions. 
President Buhari should dialogue 
with the Biafra agitators. They will 
listen to him if he acts as a father to 
them. I believe Nnamdi Kanu would 
have learned his lessons. The Presi-
dent should sit down with him and 
discourse like a father.

“All President Buhari needs to 
say to Kanu now is ‘go back to Lon-
don. The southeast region will not 
be neglected by my government’. I 
look forward to President Buhari for 
leadership and I am a firm believer in 
his ability to solve this problem and 
other problems militating against the 
country,” he said.  

According to him, although there 
is huge level of infrastructural neglect 
by the Federal Government in the 
eastern region, the Igbo should rather 
focus their agitation on governors 
of the region for misappropriating 
developmental resources.

“Yes, there is hardly Federal Gov-
ernment presence in the whole of 
the southeast, but we must also strive 
to be politically correct in presenting 
our case before the government. The 
issue of Biafra will not solve the under-

development problem of the region. If 
you want development in your area, 
do what you are supposed to do to 
attract the sympathy of government 
and Nigerians,” he explained.  

Ubani, who wondered why 
the Biafra agitation began imme-
diately after the 2015 polls, said 
the southeast zone had sons and 
daughters who held top positions 
in the Goodluck Jonathan-led 
administration but did nothing to 
contribute to develop the region, 
opined that having Igbos in cur-
rent government is more than 
what is required to turn the poten-
tial of the region around.

“Pius Ayim who was the Sec-
retary to the Government of the 
Federation, is an Igbo man. Ike 
Ekweremadu is an Igbo man. Igbos 
were given juicy ministries as min-
isters under Jonathan; including all 
our governors who had direct access 
to the President’s bedroom and that 
of his wife, Patience. Most of the 
parastatals were headed by Igbos; 
but we didn’t see much.

“But sadly, we are not complaining 
against them. We need to be realistic 
about things. Many roads in Abia State 
where I come from are bad and we had 
a PDP governor for 8 years who was 
very close to Goodluck Jonathan. In 
all of these, there is nothing to show 

Continued from Page 7  Barkindo 
visits Ecuador 
Embassy

T
he Ecuadorian Ambassador 
to Nigeria Leopoldo Rovayo 
Verdesoto receives the 
elected OPEC Secretary, 

Mohammed Barkindo to the Em-
bassy of Ecuador in Abuja.

Expressing his appreciation, Am-
bassador Leopoldo said, the visit was 
geared towards fostering prolific 
cooperation among OPEC countries.

The Ambassador also mentioned 
the challenges facing OPEC in the 
medium and long term

Barkindo who appreciated the 
support of the Ecuadorian Govern-
ment of Rafael Correa towards his 
election, pledged to work hard on 
OPEC issues.

 It would be noted that Barkindo 
was elected as Secretary General 
of OPEC on the 2nd June, 2016 and 
will assume his duty in Vienna in 
August 2016

for it by way of Federal Government 
presence in Abia State. And yet we 
cannot attack those past governors; we 
are attacking Buhari who just came in.”

He said the Biafra agitators are 
not representing the views of all the 
Igbos and expressed sadness that the 
agitation is giving the Igbo nation a 
bad name before the international 
community in general and Nigerians 
in particular. 

“I am not saying that I am happy 
that our area is underdeveloped. I am 
saying that we must be politically cor-
rect. Our blame game is misdirected. 
We should blame state governments 
who also squandered resources. I am 
not a tribalist. I love my people and I 
am happy to be an Igbo man but the 
way we are going is not the best for 
us. The Igbos should put themselves 
in the place where they can influence 
policy rather than be crying Biafra. 
When you isolate yourself from FG 
and be absent when decision is taken 
against you, and then you start shout-
ing Biafra, that is not the correct way 
of doing things,” he said.  

The late Ojukwu had led the se-
cession of the old Eastern Region and 
declared the region the Republic of 
Biafra on May 30, 1967. His attempt 
to break away from Nigeria led to the 
three-year Nigerian Civil War and 
Biafra’s defeat.

Brief

Former  vice president and chieftain of All Progressives Congress, Atiku Abubakar (center) flanked by Governor Kashim Shettima of Borno State 
(Left); Atiku’s associate, Jamilu Jibrin (Chokalin Adamawa) (right) and Muhammadu Ndimi, during the former vice president’s condolence visit 
to the residence of Jibrin over the death of his mother in Maiduguri, recently.
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Newly established universities...

in sight.
This is as human resources 

experts have for long contin-
ued to lament that Nigeria’s 
university education system 
has failed to equip graduates 
with the right skills suited 
for today’s challenging work 
environment and are rather 
producing graduates that are 
irrelevant to the developmen-
tal needs of the country.

“Today’s organisations 
hire people to perform spe-
cific tasks that help them 
in achieving their business 
goals. They don’t want gradu-
ates that parade just certifi-
cates, but graduates with the 
right working skills who can 
contribute to the develop-
ment of the organisation. 
They want technical compe-
tence; they also want candi-
dates properly equipped with 
complementary skills such 
as problem-solving ability, 
interpersonal skills, effective 
communication skills (oral 
and written), reflective and 
critical thinking ability, or-
ganising skills and ability to 
translate ideas to action,” says 
a human resources manager 
in a Lagos-based communica-
tions outfit.

“Unfortunately, the aver-
age graduate of a Nigerian 
university lacks most of these 
skills. That is why you of-
ten hear those of us in the 
employment circles lament 
that Nigerian graduates are 
unemployable,” he says.

Henrietta Onwuegbuzie, 
academic director, Owner-
Manager Programme at the 
Lagos Business School, con-
tends that schools need to 

develop job creators, not job-
seekers.

“In fact, what some schools 
succeed in doing is to de-pro-
gramme those who already 
possess some entrepreneurial 
drive, moulding them into 
jobseekers. Recall that the 
school system in Nigeria was 
designed to produce civil ser-
vants, not entrepreneurs. Yet 
the society has since changed 
and the education system 
needs to adapt and lead the 
change,” she tells BDSUNDAY.

For a  c ountry where 
graduate unemployment is 
already considered by many 
as a big risk factor owing 
to its high rate, and where 
employment opportunities 
are few and far between, 
analysts have said what 
Nigeria needs most at this 
time is technical and entre-
preneurial education that 
will produce job creators 
instead of jobseekers as is 
clearly the case now.

According to the National 
Bureau of Statistics report 
for Q1 2016, unemployment 
and underemployment were 
highest for persons in the 
labour force between the 
ages of 15-24 and 24-34 years, 
which represents the youth 
population in the labour 
force. The unemployment 
rate within the period under 
review was typically highest 
for those within the ages of 
15-24 at 21.5 percent (56.1 
percent using old methodol-
ogy), up from 19.0 percent in 
Q4 2015 and 17.8 percent in 
Q3 2015.

Out of a total youth la-
bour force of 38.2 million 
(representing 48.7 percent of 
total labour force in Nigeria 
of 78.48 million), 15.2 million 

were either unemployed or 
underemployed in Q1 2016, 
representing a youth unem-
ployment rate of 42.24 per-
cent. This rate of unemploy-
ment and underemployment 
appears to be the result of a 
faulty education or human 
capital development system 
in Nigeria.

Yet in spite of the prolif-
eration of universities in ev-
ery part of the country, most 
of the new universities being 
established are not bringing 
anything new to the table. 
They are neither equipping 
their students with the right 
kind of job skills nor training 
them to be entrepreneurs 
and employers rather than 
jobseekers. They are doing 
the same thing over and over 
and expecting a change, ex-
perts lament.

For instance, a list of 
available programmes in Ed-
win Clark University, Kiag-
bodo, Delta State, as seen 
by BDSUNDAY in recent 
newspaper advert placed the 
university, include Account-
ing, Banking and Finance, 
Business Administration, 
Economics, English, Mass 
Communication, Marketing, 
and Political Science for the 
Faculty of Humanities, Social 
and Management Sciences, 
while for the Faculty of Sci-
ences, the courses include 
Biology, Chemistry, Computer 
Science, Industrial Chemistry, 
Mathematics, Microbiology 
and Physics.

The university in the said 
advert had invited candidates 
who made it their first choice 
in the 2016 UTME and other 
interested candidates who 
obtained a minimum score of 
180 to its admission screening 

documentation exercise.
When BDSUNDAY drew 

the attention of the Lagos-
based human resources man-
ager to the advertisement 
by the university, he was 
furious.

“For God’s sake, are these 
not the same regular courses 
that many universities in 
Nigeria have been offering for 
many decades without much 
impact? What new thing is 
this university doing? And 
why NUC keeps approving 
these universities beats one’s 
imagination,” he says.

“For a country in desper-
ate need of development 
and industrialisation, this 
is clearly not the way to go. 
Every new university get-
ting approval must justify its 
raison d’etre by tailoring its 
programmes to the develop-
mental needs of the country,” 
he added.

Onwuegbuzie says Nigeria 
has depended on oil for many 
years, but if you go round 
the country, there is no uni-
versity that offers petroleum 
engineering.

“You might find civil en-
gineering, building engineer-
ing, and chemical engineer-
ing, among others. We would 
rather send students abroad 
to study petroleum engineer-
ing. It is a systemic failure of 
the education in Nigeria,” she 
argues.

“What I believe is that 
schools in general and uni-
versities in particular should 
develop courses that address 
current problems in society 
and produce students that 
are able to connect the dots. 
We need to develop both 
entrepreneurs and managers, 
because both are needed. An 

entrepreneurial mindset is 
critical as it would enable 
graduates to solve problems 
and create jobs. We need an 
overhaul of the university 
curriculum. Founding new 
universities that mimic their 
older counterparts is counter-
productive,” she adds.

But Edwin Clark Univer-
sity is not the only culprit 
as virtually all other newly 
established universities in 
the country have toed the 
same line.

“Just as it happens at the 
other levels of education, 
most of the new private uni-
versities you see today setting 
up shop are in it purely for 
the gain. They know that the 
public school system cannot 
accommodate the multitudes 
that seek admission every 
year, so they come in handy 
to take in those left behind 
but who are clearly desper-
ate for higher education,” 
Fola Arowolo, who heads a 
private secondary school in 
the Ojo area of Lagos, tells 
BDSUNDAY.

“If you ask me, these new 
universities are adding to 
the problem by churning 
out more graduates into the 
labour market. Rather than 
establish more universities 
to train graduates who would 
come and begin to look for 
jobs in an already flooded 
labour market, shouldn’t they 
be thinking of establishing 
industries to employ those 
who are graduates already?” 
he queries.

One close source that pre-
fers anonymity, however, 
tells BDSUNDAY that there 
are just a fistful of these uni-
versities that are getting it 
right. He specifically men-

tions American University 
of Nigeria (AUN), located in 
Yola, Adamawa State.

“AUN incorporates the 
right mix of entrepreneurship 
education into its curriculum 
such that in my close interac-
tion with some graduating 
students of the university, it 
was clear to me they knew 
where they were headed. 
All of them I spoke with told 
me they were not going out 
there to seek to be anybody’s 
employee,” says the source.

“There may also be a cou-
ple of other serious ones, but 
these are the exception rather 
than the rule,” he adds.

Gurpreet Jagpal, direc-
tor, research, enterprise and 
innovation and CEO, South 
Bank University Enterprises, 
also decries the disconnect 
between the universities and 
the outside society. According 
to him, the days when univer-
sities existed in isolation, with 
university dons researching 
problems without direct bear-
ing or relevance to societal 
problems, are gone.

“ I  t h i n k  u n i ve r s i t i e s 
should develop solutions to 
real problems. At the South 
Bank University, we interface 
with captains of industry. 
Our curriculum design and 
delivery are determined by 
industry and societal needs. 
Our students work on prob-
lems that could be commer-
cialised and they hold stakes 
when such concepts get to the 
market. This is the way to go, I 
believe,” he tells BD SUNDAY.

He believes that setting up 
a university is serious busi-
ness because any university 
that does not create entrepre-
neurs or problem solvers has 
no reason to stay in existence.

Continued from page 1
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T
he amnesty granted 
militants in the oil re-
gion ran smoothly for 
over four years before 
bombing of oil facili-

ties returned one year after the 
administration that introduced 
it was kicked out of power. Many 
therefore questioned the ability of 
the amnesty as structured to save 
the oil region.

Now, some of the insiders in 
the Amnesty Programme have 
spoken out, saying Nigeria could 
still get some sleep by revisiting 
the scheme and completing the 
projects planned in it, especially 
the training and resettlement of 
the ex-militants.

BDSUNDAY investigations 
revealed that while Nigerians 
glossed over the facts and figures 
of the scheme and believed that 
everything was done well, it has 
come to the fore that much work 
was left undone and doing them 
could still fetch the envisaged 
peace and other benefits.

Currently, there are 13,000 
ex-militants yet to proceed on 
training out of the 30,000 regis-
tered in the scheme, according 
to an insider source, meaning 
that only 17,000 have so far been 
trained. Out of that number, the 
insider said only 3,235 had exited 
by the time he left office, while 
5,000 would exit the scheme by 
2016, leaving behind 25,000 ex-
militants who must be helped up 
or they would go back to violence.

There are also fears that where-
as the scheme gulped budgetary 

cover from loss of over one million 
barrels per day to almost 2 million 
and wondered why anybody 
would suggest that Amnesty was 
a failure while it bloomed.

Daniel Alabrah, former head 
of media and communication, 
Presidential Amnesty Programme 
(PAP), said most Nigerians expect-
ed that ex-militants would have 
settled down by now but that the 
original plan had no provision for 
employment after training.

He said it was Kingsley Kuku, 
the then director-general, who 

packs, etc to start especially in 
welding, supermarkets, etc.

“People criticise the Amnesty 
scheme out of ignorance. But for 
the programme, nobody knows 
where the oil region would be 
today,” he said.

He said there was no evidence 
that those on Amnesty were the 
ones bombing the oil facilities be-
cause nobody has seen the Niger 
Delta Avengers (NDA) to link them 
with Amnesty, adding, however, 
that it could not be ruled out.

Alabrah also disagreed with 

from the chorus in the oil region. 
He disagreed with dialogue, saying 
fake militant groups were already 
springing up to take positions on 
any negotiation table. To him, 
these other than the Avengers are 
political camps posing as militants. 
He warned they would distract the 
government.

On the way out, Alabrah urged 
the Federal Government to dis-
regard dialogue but to go ahead 
and show commitment to some 
of the issues already raised by 
the Avengers, such as oil blocs to 
Niger Deltans, East West Road, 
and full funding of the Amnesty 
Programme. He said one needed 
no negotiation to start doing them 
or to pledge a budgetary allocation 
next year. 

He said though some may 
blame Jonathan for not doing 
much for the Niger Delta, the for-
mer president may have wanted 
to please the North and to show 
he was not there for the Niger 
Delta agenda. He admitted that as 
a policy, it failed and backfired. He 
said Jonathan wanted to use due 
process to clean Ogoni but that it 
proved too slow.

Other insiders who spoke to 
BDSUNDAY on conditions of 
anonymity said the remarks re-
portedly made by Ibe Kachikwu, 
minister of state for petroleum, 
Kachukwu, in Uyo may have ap-
peased the people of the oil region, 
calling for more of such utterances 
that would reassure the people 
of government’s commitment to 
development of the region.

On the suggestion that amnesty 
could bring permanent peace in 
the region, some of the insiders 
disagreed, saying that Amnesty 
must end and social justice and 
equity must take over so that 
youths would get their shares of 
oil wealth without first posing 
as militants. They said the pro-
gramme should be allowed to run 
its course (training those in the 
ring and seeing them out) and then 
wind down.

Other suggestions include that 
oil multinationals should play 
more active role with their cor-
porate social responsibility in the 
oil region and that state govern-
ments should help to replicate the 
amnesty scheme in their states to 
cater for the youths and women 
instead of pushing the youths to 
Abuja for everything.

Many said states should show 
clearly what they do with the 13 
percent derivation, just as God-
swill Akpabo did in Akwa Ibom 
with huge infrastructural facilities 
everywhere and as Donald Duke 
of Cross River State did too with 
Tinapa and agriculture.

Some called for a 13 percent 
commission to handle the money 
and do specific projects especially 
in the oil communities.

“If you go to the real oil com-
munities, you will weep. Major 
projects are rather in non-oil areas 
of the oil region,” a source said, call-
ing for a revisit to and systematic 
implementation of the Niger Delta 
Master Plan.

“The commission should be 
properly funded to do only big 
impact projects and not to be doing 
small projects that should be left 
to local councils. The commission 
had veered off its mandate. There 
is too much politics in selecting 
manager of the commission and 
the political masters are manipu-
lating them,” the source said.

Features

Amnesty completion can bring 
peace to oil region – insiders

allocation of over N60 billion per 
year or N240 billion in the four 
years of President Goodluck Jona-
than administration to achieve the 
17,000 figure, the paltry allocation 
of N20 billion in the 2016 budget 
is an indication that the Federal 
Government is no longer keen on 
sustaining it or training the re-
maining 13,000, an indication that 
may have caused tension in the 
restive region.

BDSUNDAY gathered that the 
signal to the militants is that only 
resort to violence targeted at oil 

…FG urged to commit to Avengers’ genuine demands   …Oil blocs to southerners, clean-up, East West road on the card

Real reasons militants took up arms again 13,000 ex-militants yet 
to get training opportunity out of 30,000 Only 5,000 to exit the 
scheme by 2016, leaving 25,000 stranded Only 200 trained militants 
got jobs, 5,000 opened businesses Scheme got N60bn per year or 
N240 billion under Jonathan Only N20bn allocated in 2016 budget 
Groups want FG to shun negotiation because of fake militants

IGNATIUS CHUKWU
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installations can get the attention 
of Nigeria to the oil region. A close 
source said the finances available 
to the programme did not suggest 
that others would be treated and 
this is a source of tension in the 
region. It was gathered that most 
of the warlords have not received 
any money for months and there 
could hardly be peace where they 
are. Many sources told BDSUN-
DAY that it was a big contradiction 
by the Federal Government to 
seek solutions to the attacks when 
the Amnesty Programme was 
right there before it, untreated.

Another insider said the pro-
gramme allowed Nigeria to re-

went the extra mile to help the 
trained ones to get jobs in com-
panies and government agencies. 
Over 200 were employed in this 
way in welding and fabrication, 
some in Dubai and in South Af-
rica and Italy where they trained, 
while some back home in Agip, the 
Army, Customs, etc.

“The present managers are 
trying to follow that step, but 
nobody can employ the 30,000 in 
Amnesty,” Alabrah said.

Alabrah disclosed that self-
employment was also encouraged 
through entrepreneurship and 
that over 3,000 were empowered 
with funds, equipment, starter-

those calling the programme a 
waste of resources, wondering 
how money paid to just 30,000 
persons in the region to allow Ni-
geria tap the resources belonging 
to over 20 million persons would 
be tagged a waste.

He also said the present man-
agers of the Amnesty Programme 
should be exonerated if there is in-
action because the funding avail-
able to them was different from 
what obtained under Yar’Adua 
and Jonathan. 

On the dialogue proposed by 
the Federal Government to quell 
the renewed bombing, Alabrah 
rather showed a radical departure 



F
or over one year, the 
Nigerian economy has 
been very challenging, 
pushing many citizens 
to take extreme decisions. 

Contrary to the oft-repeated prom-
ises for a positive change, govern-
ment at all levels appeared to 
have dashed the hope of many a 
citizen. However, while the masses 
pine away in abject poverty, many 
governors across the country have 
maintained their lavish lifestyles, 
including endless junketing abroad. 
In continuation of the report, which 
was published last Sunday, our cor-
respondents in Ogun, Oyo, Osun, 
Ondo, Ekiti, Kwara, Edo and Akwa 
Ibom States wrote in on the travel-
ling pattern of the governors in the 
afore-listed states.  

Governor Ibikunle Amosun 
of Ogun State, has been said to be 
the most-travelled governor in the 
South West, not just among the All 
Progressives Congress (APC) gov-
ernors in Yoruba-speaking states 
but among all the governors in the 
region, irrespective of party leaning. 

Findings further showed that 
Governor Amosun, being the 
touted right-hand man of Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari, has 
travelled at least once in a month, 
either on personal trips or with 
President Buhari, to China, India, 
United States, United Kingdom, 
Malaysia, Saudi Arabia, United 
Arab Emirates, among others.

Political analysts in the state, 
who preferred anonymity, al-
leged that Governor Amosun, 
unlike other Southwest state gov-
ernors, has gone on foreign trips 
under Muhammadu Buhari-led 
Presidency, more than any other 
governor as “he travels abroad like 
somebody going to Lagos from 
Abeokuta or Ibadan.”

In Oyo and Osun state, inves-
tigations revealed that Governors 
Abiola Ajimobi and Rauf Aregbe-
sola seldom travel even before the 
economic crises, let alone the acute 
shortage of funds that impede and 
slow down activities of govern-
ment in such states, even as they 
are battling with uneasiness cre-
ated by unpaid workers’ salaries. 

For Ondo and Ekiti states, only 
two People’s Democratic Party 
(PDP) states in the Southwest, 
there have been series of protests 
in both states as a result of backlog 
of unpaid salaries to workers. The 
two state governments are owing 
between three to five months 
workers’ salaries.

Governor Abdulfatah Ahmed 
of Kwara State, is said to hardly 
travel unless it is extremely nec-
essary.

Speaking on foreign trip habit of 
Kwara State governor, Mahmood 
Ajeigbe, commissioner for Infor-
mation and Communications, said: 
“Abdulfatah Ahmed, Governor of 
Kwara State embarks on foreign 
travels once in a while; he travels 
when it is extremely necessary.”

He added, “He embarks on 

foreign trips basically targeting at 
what he will bring to add value to 
the state and for additional invest-
ment purpose where people can 
see gain.

“Due to dwindling account and 
by trying to diversify economy, 
you need to involve the outside 
world in order to get adequate in-
vestment. Also, to create enabling 
environment for business to thrive 
you need to reach out to the people 
in the world. Governor Abdulfatah 
hardly travels out of the country. 

“His trip to China recently was 
primarily for those interested 
stakeholders and partners that 
want to invest in Kwara and he 
had to go and sign a memorandum 
of understanding (MoU) between 
Kwara and Chitex industry to cre-
ate employment. 

“We have won several awards 
overseas owing to exposure from 
the trip and the way we relate 
with western world. On health 

and agric, we won award from 
Netherland and London recently.”

Responding to allegation that 
Governor Amosun remains the 
most-travelled governor in the 
Southwest and Yoruba-speaking 
states, Adejuwon Soyinka, senior 
special assistant to the governor 
on Media, disclosed that most 
of trips outside the country 
undertaken by the governor are 
aimed at attracting foreign direct 
investments. 

He said: “Yes, he travels abroad 
to attract foreign direct invest-
ments; he does go abroad to at-
tract more businesses and we 
can see the results. Recently, he 
attracted $1.2 billion investment 
from China to Ogun Guangdong 
Free Trade Zone and many more 
like that. 

“You will recall that the Manu-
facturers Association of Nigeria 
(MAN) recently declared Ogun 
State as most industrialised state 

and investment destination of 
choice, it is in the 2015 Reports of 
MAN that Ogun State attracted 
most of the new investments in 
Nigeria. That shows that the gov-
ernor doesn’t engage in frivolous 
trips but business-related ones.”

BDSUNDAY gathered that 
Edo State Governor, Adams Osh-
iomhole has in the past one year 
minimised his frequent travelling 
out of the country.

In his first tenure, it was alleged 
that the governor embarked on 
over 52 trips to overseas countries.

Even within the country, he 
was also alleged to have trav-
elled on countless times on char-
tered flights. It would be recalled 
that it was on one of the trips to 
Awka, the administrative capital 
of Anambra State, to attend the 
funeral service of the late wife of 
Ben Obi, the then special adviser 
on Political Matters to the former 
President, Goodluck Jonathan 

that the Nigeria Aviation Man-
agement Agency (NAMA) im-
pounded the governor’s chartered 
flight at the Benin Airport on June 
8, 2013.

The airport authorities disal-
lowed the governor’s helicopter 
from flying to his destination 
and ordered the pilot to return to 
airbase in Benin-City.

Also on June 19, 2014 the Ni-
gerian Civil Aviation Authority 
disallowed Oshiomhole’s chat-
tered helicopter to fly out of the 
Benin Airport to Ekiti

This development also gener-
ated reactions from members of 
the public, particularly the State 
chapter of the People’s Democratic 
Party who had commended the 
airport authority for the refusal.

The state chairman of the 
party, Dan Orbih had in a state-
ment said “today’s event is a con-
firmation of what the PDP says 
that the governor spends between 
25 to 30 million naira monthly 
on chattered helicopters which 
are of no economic benefit to the 
people, especially on local trips to 
Iyamho which is less than a couple 
of hours’ drive.

Orbih wondered why the 
governor would prefer to travel 
on such a short trip to Ekiti with 
tax payers’ money on chattered 
helicopter instead of making it 
by road.

He, however, challenged the 
governor to make public the cost 
of such chattered flights to inter-
national and local destinations. 
But BDSUNDAY can authorita-
tively report that the governor has 
since cut down on such journeys 
engendered strife in the past.

Governor Udom Emmanuel of 
Akwa Ibom State came to office 
on May 29, 2016. He was elected 
on the platform of the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP).

He is among the few governors 
in the country who had the sup-
port of his predecessor in office. 
In this case, former governor 
Godswill Akpabio having being 
in office since 2007, had acquired 
a private jet soon after the inau-
guration of the state-owned Ibom 
Airport in September 2009.

When Governor Udom came 
to power in 2015, he had wanted 
to sell the private jet left behind 
by former Governor Godswill 
Akpabio but he soon realised that 
he would need the aircraft for his 
frequent trips to Abuja, Lagos and 
other parts of the country.

With a new airport and a 
brand new jet, traveling could not 
have been easier and pleasant as 
Governor Udom jets in and out 
of the state with the snap of the 
finger. Since the business of gov-
ernance in the country requires 
meetings in Abuja, the seat of 
power, it is imperative that the 
governor has to attend a number 
of meetings within a month. 
For instance, meetings like the 
National Economic Council, top 
political meetings involving the 
party hierarchy.

Most times, it has become a 
routine for the governor to spend 
some days in the state and other 
days outside doing so almost every 
week.

According to investigations, 
there is hardly a week that the 
governor does not have the need to 
travel outside and has been doing 
so since he came to office in May 
29 last year.

‘Amosun tops list of most-travelled 
governors in South West’
RAZAQ AYINLA, SIKIRAT SHEHU, 
ILORIN,  IDRIS UMAR MOMOH, Benin 
& ANIEFIOK UDONQUAK, Uyo

…He travels to attract investments - Ogun govt 
…Oshiomhole has cut down on journeys
…Emmanuel uses jet bought by Akpabio
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Governor Adams Oshiomhole Governor Ibikunle Amosun

Governor Udom Emmanuel Abdulfatah Ahmed 



Security vote for governors 
is an abuse and aberration 
– Oluseun Onigbinde
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 T h e  a c t iv i t i e s  o f 
BudgIT have been quiet 
of recent.  Would you 
blame this on the de-
lay in signing the 2016 
budget?

We have been work-
ing a lot around the states 
because we are trying 
not to focus on the Feder-
al Government alone. We 
are looking at how we 
can also engage states. 
You will agree with me 
that a lot of attention is 
on how the FG manages 
its own funds; but now 
there is a lot of atten-
tion we are giving to the 
states. Most of the states 
can’t pay salaries of civil 
servants and meet their 
monthly needs. So, we 
did a rep ort last year 
which we call ‘The State 
of States’ and we are fol-
lowing up on conversa-
tions around that.

Yes, like you rightly 
assume, the delay in the 
passage of the budget also 
did not allow things to 
move on as we expected 
it to be. But now that the 
budget has been passed, 
we conveyed an event 
last week in Abuja when 
we had the honourable 
Minister for State and 
Budget and Planning; Di-
rector General from the 
budget office; Director 
General for the Bureau 
of Public Procurement; 
where we sat down to 
brainstorm on how we 
can do all inclusive moni-
toring of the 2016 budget.

One of the things that 
came up at  the event 
was that we need more 
transparency. These are 
the things that can trig-
ger citizens’ involvement 
in accountability when it 
comes to usage of public 
funds. That is what we 
have b e en up to .  But 
going forward in 2016, 
we want to track public 
projects and we believe 
that this is a very ger-
mane area where people 
are not putting attention; 
t ra c k i n g  g o ve r n m e n t 
projects, ensuring that 
they are executed. This 
is why we have a lot of 
abandoned projects in 
the country. These are 
the kind of things we 
want to follow through.

N ow  t h a t  yo u  a r e 
talking about more at-
tention on how states’ 
funds are spent, in our 
re cent article ,  issues 
were raised on the sus-
tained security vote for 
Nigerian governors and 
their flamboyant life-
style despite economic 
crunch, what is  your 
take on this?

Security vote for gov-
ernors is an abuse and 
an aberration; and un-
fortunately it’s uncon-
stitutional. The Nigerian 
c onstitution do es not 
provide un-appropriated 
and unaccounted funds 
as security vote for gov-
ernors.  But sadly, a lot 

of people think that the 
government of Buhari 
is going to be a radical 
departure from the past 
for such waste of public 
funds. A lot of time the 
governors just dis cre-
tionarily de cide what 
they take as monthly 
security vote. On what 
basis are governors tak-
ing security vote because 
the security of the coun-
try is  entirely on the 
shoulder of the FG? The 
institutions that drive se-
curity in this country are 
funded by the FG. When 
you can’t pay salary, you 
now go ahead and appro-
priate funds for yourself, 
it is abuse of office; and 
that is why a lot of times, 
the FG is giving another 
N90 billion loan to state 
governors with a lot of 
l aw  o f  t ra n s p a re n c y, 
which is great, these are 
things the governors are 
supposed to do without 
being compelled. If you 
are sent a message, you 
are supposed to properly 
account for it. Most of 
thes e state governors 
have turned themselves 
to lords; they just use 
public funds as they like 
and nob o dy is  saying 
anything. Nigerians are 
not asking enough ques-
tions.

Some of the governors 
have been shouting for 
state police. Now that 
they have huge security 
votes at their disposal, 
shouldn’t the FG listen 
to them?

I don’t support state 
p olic e in this current 
structure because most 
of the states can’t even 
pay salaries. Now if you 
give guns to people you 
can’t  pay their salary 
that is an invitation to 
c h a o s .  M o s t  o f  t h e s e 
states are not viable and 

You have 
limestone in 

Kogi and Ogun 
states but how 
much of it do 

we see in their 
revenue? In 

the US, all the 
states depend 
on their own 
natural re-
sources

Nigerians at the moment are making enormous sacrifices due to stringent eco-
nomic policies by the President Muhammadu Buhari administration. Oluseun 
Onigbinde, co-founder, BudgIT, a foremost Lagos-based civic tech organisation 
dedicated to ensuring fiscal transparency, accountability and education of the 
mass citizenry, tells NATHANIEL AKHIGBE some actions and inactions of gov-
ernment that led to present situation. He also spoke on the finances of state 
governments and security vote. Excerpts: 
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sustainable. So, it will be 
criminal to put police in 
their hands. I will rather 
support we restructure 
Nigeria; let us talk true 
federalism first before 
any other thing. A lot of 
the state governments 
need to look inward and 
say ‘what do I have and 
how am I going to make 
use of the opportunity’. 
Like Nasarawa calls itself 
‘the home of solid miner-
als’; the question is how 
much of revenue does it 
get from solid minerals? 
You have limestone in 
Kogi and Ogun states but 
how much of it do we see 
in their revenue? In the 
US, all the states depend 
on their  own natural 
resources. In California, 
what they are known for 
is tech, Boston is educa-
tion, Detroit is known 
for auto manufactur-
ing and there is a state 
whose focus is on Boeing 
manufacturing. Nigerian 
states should focus on 
their c omp etitiveness 
and attract revenue from 
it. There has to be radical 
change when it comes to 
mining in these states. 
But the way to start is 
accountability. Let every 
state governor properly 
account for the funds at 
his disposal.

There are also argu-
ments  in s ome quar-
ters that since states are 
now perpetually broke, 
some of them should 
be merged together for 
greater efficiency. What 
is your view on this?

That is the argument 
of regionalism which is 
also there; going back to 
the way we were in the 
60s. I think I support that 
in a way because most of 
the states are not looking 
at the advantage of the 
things that bind them 
together as a region. For 
example, the southwest 
had the developmental 
agenda for western Ni-
geria and unfortunately, 
the states have not done 
enough to find a bonding 
solution. There should be 
a common rail line that 
runs the entire south-
west. The biggest market 
for this region is Lagos. 
So, why are the entire 
states around Lagos not 
benefiting? Why can’t 
they supp ort  one an-
other in terms of agri-
culture and manpower? 
I also support the merger 
call. Why can’t Ekiti and 
Ondo state be one state? 
Ogun is even appearing 
to be able to stand on its 
own because of its prox-
imity to Lagos but Ondo 
and Ekiti are both frailty, 
why can’t they merge 
together?

But some groups like 
Afenifere are actually 
canvassing for the cre-
ation of  more stat es . 
Their argument is that 

if the governors are not 
lazy to till the gound and 
bring out what is in it to 
generate revenue; they 
should be able to survive 
independently. Do you 
share this sentiment?  

Yes ,  our governors 
are lazy and short term 
minded. They get into 
government and are talk-
ing about four years and 
most of things that will 
turn the finances of the 
states around will not 
happen in four years. If 
the western region for 
instance is going to go 
back the era of cocoa is 
not going to happen in 
four years. There must 
be a sustained policy in-
tegrated with the FG ex-
port plan; with the ease 
of doing business. There 
used to be a company in 
Kano that supplies shoes 
and bags, what has hap-
pened to it? Why can’t 
Abakaliki be the place 
where we eat  al l  the 
rice? Why can’t Kebbi 
and Nasarawa supply 
all the wheat we eat in 
this country? Why is a 

place like Osun not the 
paragon of Agriculture? 
We are suffering in the 
midst of abundance be-
cause our state governors 
have short time mindset 
into revenue growth; 
and when they can’t do 
that, the only thing they 
know how to do again is 
to go and borrow or wait 
for oil revenue. But oil is 
already out of it because 
the refineries are in bad 
shape, oil installations 
have b e en blown up, 
oil  pric e is not where 
we wanted it to be. This 
is the time for critical 
thinking.

How long shall the FG 
continue to bail states 

Continued from Page  12

Continues on Page 14

out of financial mess?
I am not in support of 

bailout. There are funda-
mental flaws and struc-
tural defects within the 
states; solve them first. 
Every state should b e 
thinking ‘what do we 
have to offer the FG?’ 
‘What do I have to sell?’ 
Giving them bailout will 
not solve the problem. 
We have already given 
N1 trillion to bail states 
out in the last one year. 
When are we going to 
stop throwing money at 
them? When are we go-
ing to draw the line? We 
are just kicking can down 
the road. The solution is 
let look at the structure 

of states. Let each state 
come with its own agen-
da of being self-sufficient 
and self-sustained. That 
is the way we can get out 
of this.

But there is the bot-
tleneck, or what legal 
experts call ‘legislative 
loopholes’ because min-
eral exploration and ex-
ploitation is on the exclu-
sive list which gives the 
FG sole power to mine 
resources. What legisla-
tion would you recom-
mend concerning this?

You are very right. 
There has to be move-
ment from how we are 
currently doing things. 
Let’s  put ac c ountabil-
i ty  f irst .  Lo ok at  the 
Niger Delta region for 
instanc e;  s ome states 
have received up to N5 
trillion in the last ten 
years. The question is 
that if you look into any 
state in the region can 
you s e e the impact of 
N5 trillion there? The 
issue is not more money 
but that of recklessness 
and wastefulness. Why 

should you have gold in 
your backyard and wait 
for the FG to mine it for 
you? Extract it and pay 
the adequate rent. The 
FG should strengthen its 
tax base. Ideally, the FG 
lives on taxes; not going 
into commercial produc-
tion and taking the rent 
of the people. That is how 
we need to structure this 
economy and we can get 
the best out of it. 

Nigerians are yet to 
feel the impact of the 
2016 Budget since it was 
passed.  Where do you 
see the problem?

The 2016 Budget came 
in late and it was so un-
fortunate that President 
Buhari did not see that 
urgency to pres ent it 
early. However, Nigeria 
grapples with cash chal-
lenges. GDP growth is 
negative, inflation is on 
15.6% and Niger Delta 
pip eline attacks were 
on a ris e re c ently.  In 
an event organized by 
BudgIT, the Minister of 

Look at the Niger Delta region for in-
stance; some states have received up 
to N5 trillion in the last ten years. The 

question is that if you look into any state 
in the region can you see the impact of 

N5 trillion there
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State for Budget and Planning 
stated that N280 billion has 
been released to Ministries. I 
think this is not enough but I 
understand there is a rigorous 
process in place to access the 
funds by Ministries. I think if 
we go bullish with more fund-
ing of capital infrastructure, 
we might be looking at Q3 
before we can see the impact. 
It will take time before the 
funds finally trickle in. What 
we have in Nigeria is a fiscal 
supply gap as contracting has 
stalled in the last one year.  It is 
like parking a car for one year, 
it will take more than pouring 
fuel to keep it going. 

It took President Buhari 
six months to constitute his 
cabinet. Tell us your deep 
understanding of how this 
delay contributed to Nigeria’s 
worsening economic situation 
and what is your advice to the 
government ahead of 2017 
budget?

President Buhari did not 
approach his term as someone 
in a hurry. In fact, in one of his 
speeches, he said that ‘order is 
better than speed’. I just hope 
he understands that if you 
discount the time for politick-
ing, he has two years left. The 
delay in forming cabinet por-
trayed a sense of un-readiness 
and had a direct impact on 
the budget. Our major prob-
lem with the economy is the 
adjustment of the FX markets 
and such signal has stalled 
investments. I am happy that 
we floated the currency and 
now we can accept full market 
discipline. I see that the 2017 
calendar for the budget has 
been approved. I can see that 
FG has taken the lessons. The 
first step is to start early and 
keep the fiscal injection going 
with more ac c ommo dative 
monetary policy. There is also 
the need for improved capac-
ity building at the Ministries. 
Most of them can’t still adapt 
or understand the new budget-
ing approach. 

Now that we are already in 
mid-2016 and the implemen-
tation of this year’s budget 
is yet to really commence, 
do you think the FG can still 
achieve full implementation 
and what are the economic 
implications for Nigerians if 
they could not?  

The National  Ass embly 
has put in a clause that the 
budget will be valid for one 
year.  This means the 2016 
Budget will run from May 6, 
2016 to May 5, 2017. If that is 
not amended, we can achieve 
better implementation. The 
implementation we worry 
about is not of the recurrent 
expenditure. Those are already 
liabilities - salaries, overheads 
and debt servicing. We can 
only be more efficient with 
fiscal reform such as IPPIS and 
Efficiency Unit; we can’t run 
away from them. We need 
more focus on capital compo-
nent of the expenditure. That 
is where implementation usu-
ally lags and has averaged 30% 
in the last five years. I think 
we can do better this year but 
we also have to accept that 
revenue challenges impact the 

capital projects more. 
Larger percentage of the 

Nigerian budget is spent on 
government officials  with 
little left for capital projects. 
How has this scenario affected 
our development as a country 
and what are your suggestions 
for ways out of this quagmire?  

Nigeria needs to redefine 
its revenue matrix. Ideally, 
for a perishing product such 
as oil, we should have been 
saving the funds or strictly 
use it for infrastructure. We 
should be using taxes to fund 
salaries, benefits and other 
recurrent items. This should be 
our target. Let oil revenue and 
debt for capital expenditure 
and other funds go to recur-
rent expenditure. This way 
we can guarantee funds for 
capital projects. However, in 
the Nigeria of today, this is not 
realistic. We have not cracked 
our tax system just because 
we have not fixed a proper 
identity system for Nigerians 
and its businesses. Until we do 
this, there will be gaps. Using 
oil rent to fund expensive life-

styles for our leaders and run 
bureaucracy has hampered 
development. When you add 
corruption and inefficiency to 
the mix, you can understand 
how we came to this low level.  

What is your take on the 
new CBN forex policy?

Most p ol icymakers  wil l 
agree that we left this too late. 
We kept on doing demand 
management till we landed in 
a ditch with negative growth, 
inflation and dual exchange 
market with great differential. 
When oil prices dipped and 
with our defective structure 
of depending on oil for foreign 
receipts, it was clear that we 
need to take currency adjust-
ment.  Rather than explain 
these ideas to the President, 
we had leaders who allow 
sycophancy to triumph. It is 
not a matter that we don’t 
produce and we won’t benefit 
from a cheap currency, it is 
that we cannot keep up for-
eign investments with such 
uncertainty. I am glad we have 
learnt but we have taken a 
step towards that. President 

Buhari also needs to have a 
team of rivals who provide 
him ideas based on facts. Most 
of his generation are haunted 
by ghosts of SAP but the price 
of a currency has nothing to 
do with IMF or your personal 
opinion. It is more about your 
domestic pro ductivity and 
competitiveness. What do we 
have capacity to produce that 
we import? Think of crude oil 
and petrol, timber and paper, 
petrochemicals and plastics 
and others. We need to ad-
dress these questions. What 
will  Nigeria c omp etitively 
export to the world and what 
will its internal efficiencies 
enable us to stop importing? 
If we don’t fix this, we will be 
at the mercy of gyration of oil 
prices and our vulnerability 
will continue to be laid bare. 

What can you tell us about 
the reaction of your local and 
foreign partners since the 
policy was introduced?

The stock market has picked 
up by 10%. Interbank rate is 
still at N280 to the Dollar cor-
ridor. We are going to see more 

activity in the stock and debt 
market and this will have im-
pact on liquidity and pricing. 
It is too early to judge and the 
entire markets are observ-
ing and it is better to keep up 
transparency and not fix cur-
rency trading. This is the only 
way to instil confidence. 

We know that good forex 
policy is not only what we 
need to attract foreign inves-
tors and a sound economy. 
What are other economic 
components you think gov-
ernment should als o now 
focus on?

I have said that we need 
to do more work on domestic 
productivity and this is where 
ease of doing business, access 
to credit, export processes and 
other things that strengthen 
competitiveness come to play. 
We also have to instil a system 
of respecting contracts. Look 
at the TSA issue with System-
Specs; rather than government 
being humbled to negotiate 
considering the volume, they 
cancelled the contract. These 
are the things that weaken 
investor app etite and als o 
dampen spirit of entrepreneur-
ship in this country. We need 
to do more on capital spending 
and put in more fiscal stimulus 
that can raise money. The is-
sue of unpaid salaries at the 
state level is also there and 
it has severely affected retail 
markets in such regions. FG 
needs to end the bailout cycle 
and focus on tightening the 
efficiencies of these states or 
even trimming the workforce 
with a single pay-off for se-
nior workers. FG needs to sit 
with states to restructure and 
ensure they are also contribu-
tors of revenue, not just net 
takers. It is a conversation that 
requires action but we need to 
accept that accountability and 
transparency has to start first 
and then we accept federalism 
as our way to fully restructure. 

The Nigerian economy is 
largely dependent on oil at 
the moment. With bombings 
of oil installation by militants 
in the Niger Delta how best 
would you have handle d 
these risk factors if you were 
president of Nigeria?

Nigeria is in a hard place 
on this issue. We have tried 
the amnesty and spent noth-
ing less  than N300 bill ion 
and yet we are still in this 
m e s s .  T h i s  m e a n s  w e  d i d 
not fix the inherent issues. 
The Niger Delta also needs a 
post-oil agenda that puts its 
people to work. We have not 
done enough of that. We only 
gave money to governors to 
build fancy state capitals and 
line their pockets. Dialogue is 
the way to go for the bomb-
ings. The terrain of the Niger 
Delta is so convoluted and if 
we approach this with force, 
ordinary citizens will be the 
victim. It  re quires wis dom 
and we ne e d to show that 
their  legitimate yearnings 
matter. We have depended 
on oil for years but this has 
n o t  d o n e  e n o u g h  fo r  t h e 
p e ople of  that area.  Presi-
dent Buhari needs to change 
the narrative of how we re-
sponsibly invest in the Niger 
Delta and its people. 

Security vote for governors is an abuse and an aberration ...Continued from Page  13
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Giving the President a 
befitting welcome

W
hen children 
in a house-
h o l d  h e a r 
daddy is call-

ing them, imagine the picture 
that plays out in their mind, 
as they argue about what he 
wants to give, commend or 
reprimand them for.

This was the case last 
week at the Aso Rock when 
Baba asked to see his children. 
As expected, they all came 
with different expectations 
that would later be cut short. 

A t  ab o ut  1 : 3 0 p m  o n 
Wednesday, I noticed buses 
filled with people driving 
through the gate of the State 
House. When they disem-
barked they numbered over 
a hundred or maybe two. 
They were staff from the 
twelve different units in the 
State House.

Most had no idea why 
they had been summoned, 
all they knew was that it was 
their turn to finally meet with 
the President. They were 
excited.

Some confided that a cir-
cular had been issued that 
morning directing them to at-
tend an “emergency meeting” 
with President Muhammadu 
Buhari.

They were thrilled.
The only time they gath-

ered like this during the last 
dispensation was at the twi-
light, they already knew the 
meeting was to curry for their 
votes. Thankfully, this was 
not an election year.

Many of them turned up 
for the meeting hoping it 
would be a heart-to-heart 
talk, where they would have 
the opportunity to discuss 
welfare issues and other mat-
ters with the President. For 
some, it was the excitement 
of seeing him closely for the 
first time since he resumed.

Well, there were some 
pessimists who were so sure 
he was going to give them a 
history lecture that they had 
listened to over the news one 
time too many. They were not 
wrong.

They stood in smaller 
groups talking under the 
scorching sun. I listened. A 
lady tried to make light of 
the situation, she said to her 
friends ‘be calm, we will re-
ceive a lecture of how he met 
the Nigerian treasury empty, 
how the past administration 
milked the country dry and 
how we must be patient’. It 
was almost a case of taking a 
bet while they waited for the 
President to finish from the 

INSIDE Aso Rock

With ELIZABETH ARCHIBONG

T
he recent removal 
of the Secretary 
to the Kano State 
G o v e r n m e n t , 
Rabiu Suleiman 

Bichi, by Governor Abdullahi 
Umar Ganduje, seems to have 
sealed all hope of reconcilia-
tion between the governor, 
and his former boss, Rabiu 
Musa Kwankwaso.

Rabiu Suleiman Bichi was 
one of the few remaining 
loyalists of Kwankwaso that 
were still active in the re-
gime of Ganduje, before his 
removal, recently.

Bichi was removed along 
with Usman Bala, who was 
the Principal Private Secre-
tary to Governor Ganduje, as 
well as Halilu Baba Dantiye, 
who is the Director General 
in charge of Media and Com-
munication.

Facts gathered from sourc-
es in the Ganduje adminis-
tration confirmed that their 
removal was a practical move 
by the governor to weed out 
persons in his government 
believed to be unrepentant 
loyalists of Kwankwaso.

The removed persons 
have been accused severally 
by loyalists of Governor Gan-
duje on Radio Stations broad-
casting in the state of working 
against his government, and 
spying for Kwankwaso.    

Sources close to Governor 
Ganduje said their removal 
move was a clear indication 
that the crisis between the 
two leaders has gotten out of 
control.

According to observations, 
the public officials affected by 
the removal were appointed 
for Governor Ganduje by 
Kwankwaso on the eve to 
his departure as governor on 
May 29, 2015.

A background check car-
ried out on the new persons 
brought as replacement for 
those replaced shows that 

they are well tested politi-
cians, who are opposed to 
Kwankwaso’s political ideol-
ogy and group, known as 
‘Kwankwasiyya’.       

Rabiu Suleiman Bichi has 
been replaced with Usman 
Alhaji, a grassroots politician, 
who was the Commissioner 
for Education to Kwankwaso, 
during his first tenure as gov-

ernor from 1999 to 2003.
Usman Alhaji, has since 

parted ways with Kwank-
waso politically, when he 
decamped from his group to 
work for former governor 
Ibrahim Shekarau, before 
later moving back to join the 
All Progressives Congress 
(APC). Also, Usman Bala, Prin-
cipal Private Secretary to the 
governor, was replaced by 
Ibrahim Kankarufi, a member 
of the former governor Ibra-
him Shekarau faction of the 
APC, before the group moved 
to join PDP at the instance of 
former President Goodluck 
Jonathan.

Ibrahim Kankarufi is a 
well known grassroots mobil-
iser, and he seems to enjoy the 
support of large number of 

ADEOLA AJAKAIYE, Kano

Ganduje’s sack of 
Kwankwaso men seals 
hope of reconciliation

followers within the Malam 
Ibrahim Shekarau political 
camp in the PDP.

In the same vein, Halilu 
Baba Dantiye, Director Gen-
eral, Media and Communica-
tion, was replaced by Malam 
Yusuf Tanko Yakasai, who 
is the son of one of Kano’s 
most visible First Republic 
Politicians.

Yusuf Tanko Yakasai is 
also known to be a very close 
person to the political camp 
of President Muhammadu 
Buhari within the APC. 

Sources hinted that the 
move by Governor Ganduje 
to appoint core politicians 
into his government was as 
a result of outcry by his fol-
lowers that his administration 
lacks experienced politicians 
that are needed to fight for his 
re-election come 2019.

Bringing in these expe-
rienced politicians at this 
material time is seen by many 
people in the state as being 
very strategic to positioning 
himself for re-election, as 
well as an indication that he 
is out for all out fight with 
Kwankwaso.     
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be caught and I pity your 
family because people will be 
abusing them.

“People will be calling you 
big thieves that how did you 
raise money to build all the 
houses in Abuja and Europe 
with your meagre salary,” the 
President said.

A great admonition for 
civil servants. “Those who 
behave themselves will never 
regret, but those who don’t 
behave themselves, na their  
problem”.

The President thanked 
them for coming to welcome 
him from his “health break” 
and said they could be the 
judge of whether he looked 
better before or after his trip, 
adding “you are the judges, 
perhaps I look healthier than 
I left or I came back worse, 
it depends on your personal 
opinion”.

After his speech. The 
meeting ended. No questions, 
no opportunity for any other 
business as some preferred 
to call it. Some of them even 
shouted out, no photo op-
portunity? Others wondered 
aloud if that was all. They left 
expressing all sorts of views as 
to why they had been brought 
for this kind of sycophancy in 
the first place.

Well, I too left there won-
dering why the whole staff 
numbering hundreds would 
be brought out, shutting down 
most units to welcome the 
President who had returned 
from his vacation since Sun-
day. They should have gone to 
give him a rousing welcome at 
the airport if that was the case.

Why welcome him from 
this particular vacation, which 
his handlers have constantly 
drummed for us to hear that 
it was not a medical vacation?

This is his second vacation 
in the last one year. Maybe, 
this is the kind of welcome 
he would get every time he 
returns from a trip. His chil-
dren will gather together to 
give their father a befitting 
welcome.

Just before we put this 
matter to rest, the President 
himself said it again that 
he returned from a “health 
break”. Please stop telling 
us the President was not 
sick, rest the matter and let’s 
move on.

mosque and address them. As 
is the tradition with him, the 
President showed up right on 
time, 2pm. First, he expressed 
displeasure about the whole 
arrangement of the gather-
ing, leaving staff out under 
the sun.

This excited the crowd, 
some chanted ‘sai baba’, others 
‘you are really a father’.

Some of the staff were 
shocked when the President’s 
spokesman who compeered 
the meeting, said the staff had 
come to give him a befitting 
welcome from his vacation. 
The State House Permanent 
Secretary, Jalal Arabi, who led 
the delegation also concurred 
that they had come to for-
mally welcome the President 
from his vacation and reassure 
him of their commitment to 
integrity, accountability and 
most importantly the fear 
of God.

Then the President pro-
ceeded with a speech that 
was to address Nigerians and 
not just this particular group 
of people, who had paid him 
a courtesy call.

The resounding cheers 
and claps that filled the air 
when the President showed 
up quickly subsided like pock-
ets of rainfall here and there.

People were sweating pro-
fusely and some were dizzy 
from both standing for long 
while fasting.

I silently wondered why 
they couldn’t hold the meet-
ing at the old banquet hall 
which would have provided 
enough space to sit and shade 
too, though it may not take 
them all in a sitting position or 
better still meet them in two 
batches. I reminded myself 
they had come to welcome the 
President and not vice versa.

Ok, so the President went 
on and on about how he met 
the coffers empty and how 
because of the high price of 
oil then Nigeria lived above 
her means and could not save. 
He read the riot act too. “If you 
behave well, you will not be 
embarrassed, if you want to 
do otherwise, take a cue from 
those being prosecuted.

“To have integrity or 
some peace of mind as a civil 
servant, you must not have 
houses in Abuja or in Europe, 
you must also not try to short-
change government.

“If you don’t have houses 
in Abuja and the whole of Eu-
rope, you will sleep soundly. 
You and your family will 
earn respect. But if you short-
change the treasury, you will 

Abdullahi Umar Ganduje

C
letus Ogban, a chief-
tain of the All Pro-
gressives Congress 
(APC) in Cross River 

State, has advised President 
Muhammadu Buhari to ur-
gently re-constitute all fed-
eral Boards and agencies to 
enable the troubled economy 
be revived.   

Ogban said this in Calabar 
while speaking to BDSUN-

DAY in an interview. He 
said though the president 
is trying to put money into 
the economy, his fear is that 
the money will be halted 
somewhere because most 
projects are beyond the ex-
penditure limits of civil ser-
vants who are in-charge of 
the various boards and agen-
cies.                                          Ogban, 
who is also a senior lecturer at 
the Cross River State Univer-
sity of Technology, also urged 

President Buhari to consult 
with the party leadership at 
the various states before mak-
ing his appointments.   

He cited instances where 
some of his appointees do not 
even regard the party in the 
state because the party was 
not consulted before their 
appointment.  He called on 
Nigerians to be patient with 
the APC government so as to 
lay a solid foundation for the 
country.                          

‘Buhari’s delay in appointing board, 
agencies’ chairmen is hurting economy’

MIKE ABANG, Calabar



Increasing competition in any category 
benefits our customers - Gupta

Peak Milk is the flagship product of FrieslandCampina WAMCO Nigeria. Apart from the fact that the 
brand has been around for over 60 long years, it is part of the life of virtually every Nigerian. This 
multinational manufacturing company and an affiliate of Royal FrieslandCampina of The Netherlands. 
It’s the world’s largest dairy cooperative with 14,800 member dairy farms, with products available for 
sale in more than 100 countries in key regions of Europe, Asia and Africa. In the city of Lagos, the 
company also processes considerable amount of milk powder. In this interview with MABEL DIMMA, 
the company’s Marketing Director, Tarang Gupta, shares about this iconic brand and more.

M
any have 
said that 
the milk 
market in 
Nigeria is 

largely untapped, do you 
share this view?

I also agree it’s largely 
untapped, and there’s a 
huge opportunity for diary 
in Nigeria. According to 
FAO, basis milk equivalent 
(ME), average per capita 
global milk consumption 
amounts to about 100kg 
of milk/year; good to note 
that this is with significant 
variances between mar-
kets/countries. For exam-
ple, quoting FAO, Per capita 
consumption in Europe is 
in excess of 300 kg of milk/
year in comparison to some 
African and Asian coun-
tries with less than 30kg. 
In Nigeria, whilst market 
information is not readily 
available, data suggests that 
per capita consumption of 
milk is 8kg/year. As we see, 
milk consumption in Nige-
ria is low; as such, it is ex-
pected that as the Nigerian 
population grows followed 
by increased awareness 
and relevance on the good-
ness of dairy and the over-
all market competitiveness 
of dairy manufacturers, 
dairy category will become 
more relevant. It will offer 
more innovation, options 
ultimately growing in both 
volume and value terms. 
Also, as the economy im-
proves, population pyramid 
experiences more dyna-
mism - the middle class is 
projected to increase; as 
such the demand for milk 
will be further stimulated.

What is your take on 
the current state of the Ni-
gerian economy in view of 
the steep decline in global 
oil prices?

Since Nigeria’s socio-
economic challenges came 
to the fore, there’s been 
many opinions on how 
government and private 
sector on the one hand and 
consumers on the other, 
should address it and likely 
tap the opportunities it 
brings. Nigerians have be-
come more enlightened 
and as such are braced for 
tough times; unfortunately, 
the economic recession 
being experienced will 
take a while. People have 
become pragmatic in their 
way of living and in fact are 
‘protecting themselves’, by 
making clear priorities and 
choices across categories. 

Often such situations 
lead to re-calibration of 
consumption habits and 
rationalisation of expenses. 

However, Nigerian con-
sumers are still demanding 
for same product qual-
ity; they don’t want to be 
taken for granted, so this is 
the time when manufac-
turers should value their 
consumers and give them 
the quality they deserve. 
Though the cost of business 
operations are challenged, 
organisations need to be 
creative in terms of their 
business models in order to 
maintain costs and provide 
value to consumers.

What market strategies 
did your company develop 
to survive the economic 
crunch?

To be honest, the cur-
rent challenges in Nigeria 
affect every one - institu-
tions and society. And I 
can imagine that in most if 

not all companies we have 
Harvard trained Market-
ers, Economists who have 
come up with several busi-
ness plans to help achieve 
sustainable competitive 
edge. However, it’s less 
about the marketing strat-
egies and more about their 
relevance to the consum-
ers as in time and how it’s 
seamlessly executed. 

Peak as an iconic brand, 
over 60 years in the mar-
ket, has shared the passion, 
fears, happiness, successes, 
aspirations of Nigerians. 
Committed to nourish-
ing Nigerians with qual-
ity dairy nutrition, Peak 
continues to increase rel-
evance amongst its con-
sumers.

At a time like this, con-
sumers usually feel in some 

way neglected by their 
brands; it’s like brands are 
unsympathetic and indif-
ferent to their circumstanc-
es and do not proffer ways 
to support them. Because 
it’s recession consumers 
feel embarrassed, as if they 
are looked down on by 
brands, as all what they 
are offered are promotions 
and discounts. In our own 
case, however, we are here 
for the consumers; help-
ing you in these difficult 
times. However, focusing 
on price comes with its 
disadvantages as well. It 
might seem the brands are 
closer to consumers; very 
few succeed in building 
loyalty. Peak will continue 
to leverage on its premium-
ness; highlighting its strong 
differentiating values and 

reinforcing the brand’s 
promise to continue to 
be with them while they 
pursue their aspirations 
and bring their dreams to 
reality.

In what ways have you 
been able to communicate 
your general brand strat-
egy to your consumers?

Peak, besides being the 
iconic brand and leader in 
most of the dairy categories 
and a heritage of 60 years, 
it’s our responsibility and 
passion to stick with our 
consumers and continue to 
provide value for them. We 
will continue to engage our 
consumers by emotionally 
connecting and rationally 
assuring with our diverse 
portfolio to meet different 
needs of our consumers. 
We will leverage different 

and relevant touch points 
to engage our consumers 
especially at the point of 
purchase. Peak as a brand 
has a strong sense of pur-
pose of providing quality 
dairy nutrition to help our 
consumers realise their full 
potential and ‘Reach their 
Peak’. We will stay consis-
tent with our purpose.

What would you say 
is the most effective way 
for a milk brand to engage 
consumers in the Nigerian 
market?

As social creatures with 
an evolved social mind, 
we are inclined to bring to 
life everything from living 
to nonliving – we give a 
human face to the world 
around us as it helps us 
comprehend better. 

For Peak, it’s about 
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bringing the brand alive 
to our consumers. Every-
one loves Peak; as a result, 
there is no discrimination. 
Consumers have the lib-
erty to do what they want 
with their brand; together 
it’s about having a more 
memorable and commu-
nicable relationship. We 
ensure that every con-
sumer’s touch point with 
the brand reiterates and 
reinforces our promise and 
open the doors to establish 
a long-term relationship 
that goes beyond the initial 
purchase. Today, Nigerians 
are bombarded with a lot 
of branded messages daily 
than ever before; likewise 
they have more control 
over the type of messages 
they engage with. They 
can choose which brands 
to follow online and offline. 
They navigate from one 
content and communica-
tions source to the other 
- digital, TV, Radio, events, 
etc.

We create compelling 
content like the recent 
Peak Sweet Mother Cam-
paign, we build on experi-
ences to connect with our 
consumers and also use in-
fluencers to open consum-
ers to the world and possi-
bilities of Peak’s goodness. 
We adopt an integrated 
approach to communicate 
value to consumers taking 
regional peculiarities into 
consideration.

In the last two years 
we have seen a lot of re-
positioning in the milk 
segment, especially from 
your competitors. Does 
that put a bit of pressure 
on you?

Increasing competition 
in any category only bene-
fits our consumers, because 
it removes arrogance and 
starts to keep consumers 
as the epicenter, which is 
why Friesland Campina 
welcomes this and also re-
alise the end benefit to our 
consumers and category in 
general.

To us, it’s a great source 
of motivation. Knowing 
that our competitors are 
making efforts to win the 
mind and heart of our con-
sumers is what gets us out 
of bed every morning to go 
out there and maintain our 
leadership position. It helps 
to generate new innovative 
ideas; it keeps our eyes on 
the ball; we continue to 
focus on meeting the needs 
of our consumers, and con-
tinuously motivates us to 
reinvent ourselves.

Peak Milk turned 60 in 
Nigeria last year, what has 
been your staying power 
in the market?

We are proud to have 
been building strong fam-
ilies from generation to 
generation. We used Peak 
60th Anniversary cam-
paign to take people back 
to the beginning, through 

the power and beauty of 
our product. Everyone has 
a direct relationship with 
the brand; there’s always a 
Peak story -while growing 
up the Peak cans helped 
to fuel dreams and aspira-
tions. Hence, we developed 
a 360-degree all year round 
campaign that reminded 
consumers about Peak’s 
heritage, made them smile 
as they reminisced about 
the good old days and for 
the young consumers who 
say “Wow, I didn’t know 
that!”

Lastly, we had a mega 
c o n s u m e r  p ro m o t i o n 
where we shared the brand 
birthday spirit with our 
consumers. Looking on 
into the future, we see one 
that’s bright. Regarding 
our marketing activities, 
it’s about telling the truth 
always. Several consumer 
researches suggest that 
consumers trust Peak. It’s 
number 1 in nutrition and 
taste. Integrity is very im-
portant; we’ll continue to 
protect this trust.

Given the rise of the 
youth market in Nigeria, 
have you been under pres-
sure to tweak the message 
to reflect trends in the 
youth market?

To be honest, youths are 
an important consumer 
segment - demographically 
speaking - as any other tar-
get group Peak is reaching 
out to. Young Nigerians, 
like their counterparts in 
the rest of the world have 
suddenly become very 
conscious of their own 
identity. Peak does not 
have to be under any pres-
sure. Young consumers are 
part of the brand’s target 
market. And you’ll agree 
to that.

Young people make 

valuable consumers be-
cause they influence the 
purchasing decisions of 
their friends and families. 
In addition to being con-
sumers themselves, teens 
can affect what the rest of 
the family does. If a product 
or brand is popular with 
young people, it gains an 
image of being “cool.” So, 
Peak is committed to re-
inforcing its values with 
these audiences and build-
ing affinity and sustainable 
relationship with them. 
Advertising to youth mar-
ket is somewhat different; 
digital principles need to 
be applied to traditional 
advertising. Youths are 
driven by content, conver-
sations and connections; 

build a youth Community 
online and offline! So ad-
vertising is not limited to 
one marketing channel or 
technique. You’ll be see-
ing Peak engage in youth 
related marketing commu-
nications activities as ways 
to build the brand into the 
youth culture. Authentici-
ty is particularly important 
to the young - they want 
the brands they support 
to reflect their values and 
tastes; and Peak has got all 
of these!  

What are your market-
ing projections for the next 
five years?

Nigeria and Nigerians 
are leapfrogging and thus 
the marketing fraternity 
would need to continuous-

ly stay ahead of the curve. 
I would say that market-
ing in the next five years 
would revolve around the 
3Ds

Digital: moving from 
monologue to conversa-
tion. Being with the con-
sumer where ever he/she 
is. The measurements will 
be more real-time and so-
cial listening would be-
come even more critical.

Decision: Marketing 
decisions would become 
more real-time and agility 
will become the name of 
the game.

Diverse: Consumers are 
demanding more options 
and thus diversity in port-
folio and consumption. 
The consumer segments 

between the millennial 
and the rest will also be-
come more diverse and so 
marketing activities of ‘one 
size fits all’, will not work.

What’s your assess-
ment of the milk market 
in Nigeria, and what per-
centage of it belongs to 
your company?

Market estimate of total 
dairy market which in-
cludes Infant and Toddler 
(IFT), Dairy Based Bever-
ages (DBB) and Ready to 
Drink as at 2015 was about 
N470bn.  FrieslandCampi-
na WAMCO - Peak has 
very strong presence in IFT 
and DBB. In the categories 
we exist, we are clearly 
number 1 in both volume 
and value.

Mabel Dimma

However, Nige-
rian consumers are 

still demanding 
for same product 

quality; they don’t 
want to be taken 

for granted, so 
this is the time 

when manufactur-
ers should value 
their consumers 

and give them the 
quality they de-

serve



M
any Nigerians are getting 
increasingly convinced that 
President Muhammadu Bu-
hari urgently needs to tinker 

with his cabinet. It has been observed that 
beyond mere talk and verbal promises, 
many of the ministers appear to have not 
really understood their job specifications 
and the urgency of their task.

Many of them have no clear-cut agen-
da on how to move their ministries to the 
next level. They are just busy pushing files 
and running around the President. They 
appear to be very idle in the midst of too 
many things begging their attention. It 
is perhaps, their idleness that warranted 
many of them to besiege the Nnamdi 
Azikwe International Airport, Abuja, 
the other day to welcome a President 
who went for an ear treatment abroad. 
There are some insinuations that many 
of them are very careful not to offend 
Buhari as they watch his body language 
before they make any pronouncement. 
But the question is, why would anybody 
just occupy space when the individual 
knows he/she is not adding any value in 
the system? If they cannot for any reason 
work with their principal, why should 
they not take a walk?

The other day, Anthony Cardinal 
Olubunmi Okogie, retired Catholic Arch-
bishop of Lagos, suggests that

“Three quarters of the ministers should 
go because they do not know where they 

Pathetic! Local government administration dying

W
hen I read about the in-
trigues that pro duc e d 
the new president of the 
Christian Association of 

Nigeria (CAN), I shuddered. It appears 
the devil has gone to holy places and 
desecrated them. If election of principal 

officers among those who preach peace, 
tolerance, moderation, etc, followed the 
same pattern as those conducted by 
politicians and for politicians then, there 
is no need to condemn the desperation 
by politicians. Well, it appears that those 
who go for such positions in CAN, PFN, 
etc, nowadays, have other reasons at the 
back of their mind other than service to 
the body of Christ. The intrigues came as 
a result of too much money at the disposal 
of such associations and their excessive 
association with politicians who buy 
them with money to do their bidding. 
After seeing the level of greed for money 
and other material things of this world 
being manifested severally by some past 
leaders of such groups when he was the 
president of Nigeria, Olusegun Obasanjo, 
resorted to insulting them at every turn. 
It was at that time he blurted out, “CAN 
my foot”! For CAN, a word of advice. There 
must be clear-cut separation between the 
church and the world. Let your modera-
tion be known by all men.

T
hose who crafted the nation’s 
constitution meant well when 
they included local government 
administration as the third tier of 

government in Nigeria.
Today, that government that is closest 

to the people at the grassroots level is 
gone. Over the years, with the winner-
takes-all kind of politics that is being 
played in the country, state governments 
have continued to run local governments 
the way they run their personal estates. 
Rather than organise elections that will 

involve all the political parties in the state, 
governors have long resorted to running 
the councils with caretaker committees. 
They appoint their cronies as chairmen 
of such committees. They release peanuts 
(in terms of funding) to such chairmen 
who cannot raise any objection because 
of how they were appointed. State gov-
ernors sit on allocations from the Federal 
Government to local governments and 
decide what to give them. No wonder 
that tier of government has died across 
the country. It is simply pathetic!

Goofed! Desperate moves

Good Talk! Time to drop some ministers

Indecorous! Pepper for an eye problem?

Bizarre! Intrigues in CAN?

With ZebulonSketches

T
he recent sack of striking resi-
dent doctors by the Federal 
Government is indeed a wrong 
antidote to a wrong malady. It 

is also tantamount to applying pepper 
to the eye in search of solution in that 
part of the body. The resident doctors 
have made some legitimate demands, 
which as usual, government is not 
ready, in the immediate, to address. The 
resident doctors who are also trainee 
doctors, who constitute the main support 
force and backbone for medical practice 
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are going.”
Ango Abdullahi, spokesperson for the 

Northern Elders Forum (NEF), also said 
it was high time Buhari removed dead 
woods in his cabinet.

Sunday 26 June 2016

T
he recent move by the Ex-
ecutive arm of government to 
show Bukola Saraki, and Ike, 
Ekweremadu, Senate president 

and deputy Senate president, respec-
tively, the way out when Nigerians 
were beginning to think that peace and 
tranquility were gradually returning to 
the upper legislative chamber, is indeed 
in bad taste. For several months now, 
Saraki has been facing trial over allega-
tions of false asset declaration when he 
was governor of Kwara State. He has 
been in and out of the Code of Conduct 
Tribunal (CCT). His ordeals have been 
alleged to come from his party and the 
presidency, as a result of the process 

in the public sector, had embarked on a 
nationwide strike last Monday under 
the auspices of the National Assembly 
of president doctor (NARD).

Rather than wield the big stick in 
this brazen manner the FG should look 
into the reason(s) for agitation and see 
how to stem the tide. Grandstanding 
has never, and will never solve any 
problem. Government must begin to 
take more interest in the health sector 
in the interest of the poor masses who 
cannot afford treatment abroad.

that took him to the seat he is currently 
occupying. Ekweremadu, on his own 
part is being allegedly haunted because 
he is of the PDP and nobody gave him 
the chance to become the deputy Sen-
ate president in an APC government.

Now, it appears certain elements 
desp erately want a change in the 
leadership of the Senate by all means, 
hence the latest allegation about forged 
Senate Rules. 

This latest development will further 
cause a huge distraction in the red 
chamber and will ultimately not be in 
the interest of Nigeria and Nigerians. 
Here is appealing to whoever is behind 
the latest move to give peace a chance.



T
he frosty relationship be-
tween the Red Chamber 
and the Executive arm of 
government is becoming 

visible to the blind and audible to 
the deaf. The week under review 
was replete with plot and coun-
ter-plot between the two arms of 
government to outdo each other.

With the planned trial of 
Senate presiding officers over 
alleged forgery of the standing 
rules and subsequent pasting of 
court summons on the premises 
of the National Assembly, the 
stage is now set for an epic battle 
between two elephants.

In an unprecedented move 
since the inauguration of the 8th 
Senate on June 9, 2015, the upper 
legislative chamber summoned 
seven top government officials 
within 72-hours to answer ques-
tions relating to government 
actions.

They include: Attorney Gen-
eral of the Federation (AGF) 
and Minister of Justice, Abuba-

kar Malami; Secretary to the 
Government of the Federation, 
Babachir Lawal; Minister of For-
eign Affairs, Geoffrey Onyeama; 
Governor of Central Bank of 
Nigeria, (CBN) Godwin Emefiele; 
Accountant General of the Fed-
eration, Ahmed Idris; Minister of 
Communications, Adebayo Shittu 
and Executive Vice Chairman, 
Nigerian Communications Com-
mission (NCC) Umar Danbatta.

At plenary on Tuesday, law-
makers vowed to resist any at-
tempt by the Executive arm 
of government from effecting 
leadership change in the Senate.

Not done yet, the Senate asked 
its Committee on Foreign Affairs 
to suspend the screening of 47 
ambassadorial nominees over 
allegations of irregularities in the 
selection process and omission of 
five states from the list. The states 
include: Ondo, Taraba, Bayelsa, 
Ebonyi and Plateau.

But while the 44 opposition 
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) 
senators passed a vote of no 
confidence on President Muham-
madu Buhari over his decision to 
prosecute the Presiding Officers 
of the Senate on their involve-
ment in the forgery case, only 
16 lawmakers drawn from the 
All Progressives Congress (APC) 
and Labour Party (LP) expressed 
support for the President.

The implication of the above 
scenario is that at the moment, 
President Buhari enjoys support 
of 16 out of 103 senators, as other 

APC senators under the aegis of 
Like Minds have maintained the 
innocence of the Senate President 
Bukola Saraki and his deputy Ike 
Ekweremadu. In all, there are 58 
APC senators.

With Buhari having the sup-
port of 15.5percent of lawmakers, 
the effect of this is that executive 
bills and other executive com-
munications, which had hitherto 
enjoyed accelerated passage, may 
face stiff opposition in the Red 
Chamber.

Also on the floor of the hal-
lowed chamber, three bills with 
opposing objectives passed First 
Reading. They include the Graz-
ing Reserves Bill, which seeks to 
establish grazing reserves and 
stock routes for cattle rearers in 
all the states of the Federation 
on the one hand as well as the 
National Ranches Commission 
Bill and Cattle Movement Control 
Bill on the other hand, which 
ensure the restriction of cattle to 
specific areas.

The controversial Grazing Bill 
which reappeared on Wednes-
day was first sponsored by Zain-
ab Kure in the 7th Senate but was 
not passed into law.

The National Grazing Reserves 
Bill which has passed already 
Second Reading in the House of 
Representatives, has been gener-
ating ripples in the southern part 
of the country and some parts 
of the north especially against 
the backdrop of frequent clash-
es between Fulani herdsmen 

and farmers across the country 
which has led to killings, kidnap-
ping and wanton destruction of 
properties.

Most state governors espe-
cially in the Southern states have 
expressed reservations about the 
desire of the Federal Government 
to forcefully acquire lands in 
their states for the exclusive use 
of the cattle rearers.

Other bills that passed First 
Reading include: Anti-Torture 
Bill, Telecommunications and 
Postal Offences Act (Amend-
ment) Bill, National Crop Va-
rieties and Livestock Breeds 
(Registration, etc) (Amendment) 
Bill, National Ranches Com-
mission (Est., etc) Bill, Police Act 
(Amendment) Bill, South East 
Development Commission (Est., 
etc.) Bill and Historic Sites and 
Preservation Protection Bill.

Others are: National Environ-
mental Standards Regulatory En-
forcement Agency (Amendment) 
Bill, Independent National Elec-
toral Commission Act (Amend-
ment) Bill, Tertiary Education 
Trust Fund Act (Amendment) 
Bill, Integrated Community De-
velopment Agency (Est., etc.) 
Bill, Legal Framework for Public 
Private Partnership (Est., etc) Bill, 
Universal Basic Education Act 
(Amendment) Bill, Correction, 
Reformation and Re-integration 
Centre (Est., etc) Bill, Maritime 
University of Nigeria Oron Bill 
and Personal Information Protec-
tion Bill.

Furthermore,  the  Joint 
Committees on Aviation and 
Anti-Corruption commenced 
investigative hearing on the 
disbursement and utilisation of 
N500billion power and aviation 
intervention fund released by 
the Federal Government in 2011.

The committee expressed 
concern that the funds meant to 
revive the aviation sector were 
transferred to private accounts 
and diverted to purchase proper-
ties in Ghana.

The 10 airlines that benefited 
from the funds include: Arik 
Airlines, Dana Airlines, Aero 
Helicopters, Kabo Air, Caverton 
Helicopter, Overland Airways, 
First Nation Airways, Chan-
changi Airlines, Odenegene Air 
and Air Nigeria.

The Senate also considered 
and passed for Third Reading 
report of the Committee on Niger 
Delta on the N241billion 2016 
budget proposal of the Niger 
Delta Development Commission 
(NDDC ) and report of the Com-
mittee on Tertiary Institutions 
and TETFUND on the Federal 
University of Petroleum Resourc-
es, Effurun.

Report from Land and Trans-
portation Committee on the Ni-
gerian Railway Corporation Act 
1955 (Repeal and Re-enactment) 
Bill 2016 was also presented. The 
clause-by-clause consideration of 
the bill will be considered upon 
resumption from its short break 
on July 12. 

How messier can this battle get?

L
ike never before in the 
democratic history of Ni-
geria as a nation, the last 
few days leaves every 

Nigerian wondering, what the 
future of Nigeria as a sovereign 
entity holds for us all. The objec-
tive analysis of the outburst of 
the lawmakers in the House 
of Representatives in the op-
position circle which aligned 
with their Senate counterparts 
portends so much danger for 
the nascent democracy. While 
I don’t want to draw conclu-
sion on the battle line drawn 
by the aggrieved lawmakers 
with President Muhammadu 
Buhari’s cabinet, it is instructive 
to caution that the lackadaisi-
cal attitude of the Majority 
members of the All Progressive 
Congress (APC) can snow-ball 
into bigger crisis. The cold war 
was sparked by nothing but 
the anti-corruption war of Mr. 
President. The underlying and 
latent agitation on the mind of 
the 360 members and 109 sena-
tors remain, who will be next to 
go into the hook? Hence, they 
resolved to turn themselves 
into organized labour union by 
adopting the slogan of “Injury to 
one, injury to all.”

The anti-Buhari agitation 
was spearheaded by Tajudeen 
Yusuf (PDP-Kogi) via a motion 

sponsored under matters of 
urgent national importance, 
entitled: “Urgent need to safe-
guard the nation’s democracy 
and protect the integrity and 
independence of the National 
Assembly.” Likewise, the South-
East caucus also rolled out its 
war drum. For any independent 
mind, the hue and cry was 
self-serving and anti-people, 
considering the years of locust 
and caterpillar which millions 
of Nigerians have been subject-
ed to under both the military 
regime and democratic rule. The 
most pathetic situation bedevil-
ing Nigeria, as the most popu-
lous African nation on earth is 
that, where are the institutions 
built 56 years of independence? 
Is democracy paying-off and 
who benefits from the system: 
majority of Nigerians or the 
few? Who among the past lead-
ers be it military and politicians 
protect the interest of the com-
mon man? Rather than facing 
realities on ground, our law-
makers who swore to defend 
the Nigerian Constitution have 
betrayed the ‘Trust” conferred 
on them by Nigerians but result 
to individual aggrandizement.

What discordant tune play-
ing out from the legislative arm 
to the Executive, no doubt will 
back-fire! I don’t mean to sound 

as ‘Prophet of doom’ anyway. 
Yusuf said: “I strongly urge Mr. 
President who has sworn to 
an oath to defend and protect 
the constitution of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria to prevail 
on the members of the Execu-
tive Council from taking steps 
that will cripple the National 
Assembly, including prosecut-
ing the presiding officers of the 
Senate, over alleged forgery of 
Senate rules, which a competent 
court of law has also recognised 
as strictly the internal affairs 
of the national assembly and 
which judgment has not been 
set aside by any superior court.”

He further argued that the 
National Assembly is “presently 
under unprecedented, severe 
and sustained attack by the 
Executive arm of Government.”

For me, the trade blaming is 
uncalled for as far as the inter-
est and well-being of majority 
of the citizenry are concerned.

But it was amazing that some 
of the agitators formed part of 
the House Committee on FCT 
which came up with far-reach-
ing recommendations for the 
prosecution of the immediate 
past Minister of Federal Capital 
Territory (FCT) Minister, Bala 
Mohammed; Adamu Ismaila, 
incumbent Executive Director 
of Federal Capital Development 

Authority (FCDA); Faruk Sani, 
Coordinator, Abuja Infrastruc-
ture Investment Centre (AICC) 
by Economic and Financial 
Crimes Commission (EFCC) and 
Independent Corrupt Prac-
tices and other Related offences 
(ICPC) over alleged malpractices 
and culpability or otherwise in 
the abuse of financial regula-
tions, due process procedures 
and ICRC regulations with re-
gard to the Land Swap scheme 
initiated by the Jonathan 
administration. The previous 
FCT administration awarded 
and allocated over 7,600 hect-
ares of land to companies and 
individuals under the Land 
Swap programme. For me it was 
unprecedented because there’s 
no banana peeling so far.

Likewise, the House of 
Representatives on Thursday 
unveiled plans to investigate 
the funds disbursed so far to 
various Internally Displaced 
Persons (IDPs) camps across the 
country.

The funds donated include: 
the sum of N6.3 billion donated 
by Dangote and other indi-
viduals; $800 million donated 
by World Bank; $248 million 
donated by UNDP for the 
rebuilding of the North East out 
of which $24 million has been 
released so far; $200 million 

donated by United States; $750 
million donated by Saudi Arabia 
and N900 million donated by 
Australian government, among 
others.

If in the wisdom of the 
legislators, the alleged ‘conspir-
acy against the “two principal 
officers” otherwise referred 
to as “National Assembly” 
such investigation should be 
done internally by the same 
individuals, then the resolu-
tions taken for prosecution of a 
former Executive cabinet under 
the PDP should be done by the 
Executive not the Legislature. 
My questions regurgitating in 
my mind are: “Is it moral for two 
individuals to be addressed as 
National Assembly?”

A dangerous trend…

From the Red Chamber
With 

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE

From the Green House
With 

KEHINDE AKINTOLA
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B
ut for the fixation of Nigeria’s policy makers 
with the grandiose, a lot of the country’s 
infrastructure and developmental chal-
lenges may have been overcome. When 
potholes appear on roads and major 

highways, they are left to degenerate into deep gullies 
so a big contract can be awarded and the leader will 
commission the rehabilitated and reconstructed road 
in elaborate ceremonies.

Despite the proven effectiveness of small and me-
dium scale enterprises as the sure route to industriali-
sation, the attention paid to supporting such ventures 
is perfunctory even when special purpose vehicles 
such as SMEDAN and People’s Bank were floated. 
Sooner than later, they become relics of government’s 
numerous failed projects that lacked political will.

For over three decades now, Nigeria has been 
grappling with crippling fuel scarcity down to limited 
capacity. Having built huge refineries in Port Harcourt, 
Warri and Kaduna, policy makers had laid a template 
on the only way they know refineries can be built. Some 
years down the line with no funds for government to 
build new ones and the failure of repeated attempts at 
getting private entrepreneurs to key into the venture, 
our rulers had given up on developing local refining 
capacity, preferring to import products under various 
dubious deals.

We had been fed series of stories on why Nigeria 
cannot build new refineries and having been lulled into 
lethargy by conveyor belt of cheap dollars from sale of 
crude oil, successive governments opted to routinely 
approved huge sums in dollars for the turnaround 
maintenance (TAM) of the existing refineries that were 
noted more for being idle meeting the nation’s need 
for products. When the refineries manage to revive into 
gear, albeit temporarily, they never operated beyond 30 
percent of installed capacity. The cabal in the Nigerian 
National Petroleum Corporation (NNPC) had created 
a massive money spinning machine for themselves in 

the name of TAM. With so much easy cash, recruiting 
any political office holder into the money machine 
was a fait accompli.

It was deemed more convenient to import refined 
products from every conceivable place, including Cote 
d’Ivoire, a neighbouring West African country that had 
no crude oil deposit in commercial quantity. This was 
at a time that as a self appointed regional policeman 
under military rule, our rulers sent in the army to en-
force the return of a democratically elected government 
that had been over thrown in Sierra Leone. Such was 
the incongruity of Nigeria’s embarrassing situation that 
a British prime minister famously stated that Nigeria 
imported what it could produce and exported what 
she did not have.

While the rape of the national treasury was in full 
swing, a group of unemployed but employable and 
resourceful young men decided to show the country 
how it could be done. With no access to modern 
equipment or formal training in refining technology, 
they proceeded to build makeshift facilities where they 
could extract petrol, one of the hundreds of products 
derivable from crude oil. What the young men did was 
nothing new. It was just a throwback  from the civil war 
days when Biafran engineers had built modular refin-
eries to power their war machines when they lost Port 
Harcourt which is home to Nigeria’s then only refinery.

Those facilities are what the Nigeria government 
calls illegal refineries which the military has been hunt-
ing down in the Niger Delta area. Dozens of the “illegal 
refineries” are regularly destroyed by a special joint 
operations team set for the purpose and announced 
with fanfare. Yet, for every such refinery destroyed 
dozens more spring up.

Nigeria is blessed with a unique blend of oil reputed 
with having about the lowest sulphur content, making 
it relatively uncomplicated and easy to extract petrol.

After more than 30 years of being in denial on the 
imperative of going for the modular refineries model, 
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it took the authoritative voice of Dr. Ibe Kachikwu, 
Minister of State for Petroleum, to give official voice to 
this inevitable option.

“Modular refineries are going to be the answer to 
our problems in the future. We talk about militants and 
their agitations, the reality is that until we begin to put 
things in place that would have these so-called militants 
find opportunities in the sector, the destruction [of oil 
pipelines] is going to continue”. That was Kachikwu’s 
recipe for checking fuel scarcity and curbing the inces-
sant vandalism of pipelines.

In approving the establishment of modular refin-
eries, we do not have to wait for foreign investors to 
respond with hundreds of millions of dollars neither 
is the acquisition of expensive modern equipment 
imperative. By now, it should be clear to any discern-
ible policy maker that it is absolutely impossible to 
eliminate the illegal refineries while the nation remains 
in the throes of a debilitating shortage of refined prod-
ucts. The cost of the official delusion is massive. With 
guidelines set on the location and minimum technol-
ogy to be adopted as well as environment protection 
issues in the establishment of such refineries, the 
government would allocate agreed quantities to each 
refinery at market rates, collect tax from the companies 
and, more importantly, illegal operations would be 
eliminated while providing jobs for the teeming young 
men and women. Of course, there will be challenges to 
overcome while the fine details and contentious issues 
are straightened out. Ultimately, it would be a win-win 
situation for all.

Apart from those benefiting from the present chaos 
in the oil industry, Kachikwu’s bold idea should attract 
immediate and unconditional support as it has huge 
potentials to herald a new era not just for the industry 
but also for the Niger Delta region and the country.

Mordi, a media practitioner and public affairs 
analyst, writes from Asaba.
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F
ew years back, I visited a rehabilitation 
centre for drug addicts in Lagos, where 
young women and men are being helped 
to liberate themselves from the shackles 
and pains of drug addiction so they 

could live and enjoy a more dignified and fruitful 
lives. What I saw on that particular occasion was 
quite distressing. I saw young men and women in 
excruciating state of emotional and psychological 
turmoil. Here were once vibrant and dynamic 
youth but now almost on the verge of becoming 
another wasted generation tale. From what one 
saw on that fateful day, their road to rehabilitation 
is not by any means straightforward. It requires 
bravery, dedication and the empathy of committed 
counsellors.

 Ironically, the young men and women that I 
saw at the rehabilitation centre ought to thank 
their stars for their lucky fortune. Across the globe, 
there are millions of their kinds whose lives have 
been captured and effectively dominated by the 
evil of drug abuse and are thoroughly hopeless 
concerning whatever the future holds for them. 
Without a doubt, drug abuse and other related 
matters have become major issues that constitute 
great danger to the present world order.

It is in order to address the issue that the 
United Nations’ (UN) observes the International 
Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking 
every June 26 to draw attention to the major 
problem that illicit drugs represent to society. The 
Day is supported by individuals, communities 
and various organizations all over the world.  
The UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) 
has, over the years, been actively involved in 
launching campaigns to mobilize support for drug 

E
veryone that has ever bothered to read 
the stories of our forebears’ encounters 
with the invading colonialists must have 
realized that the present challenges we 
face as Africans have their roots in that 

plot hatched long ago to invade Africa, enslave 
her people through high level deceit and use 
their wealth to develop distant lands. The things 
happening in various African societies today will 
make more sense to such a person.

 Chief Chukwuma Ibezute, one of the great 
writers of our time, read from one of his novels, an 
encounter narrated by his kinsman who worked 
in Enugu coal mines in those bleak days when 
independence was the song in vogue. It is a chilling 
account of how the white supervisors trampled on 
the rights of the hard-working blacks right on our 
soil. The worst part of the tale was that the black 
man in answering a question thrown at him by the 
supervisor started with the words,

‘I think it is because…’
The  haughty white man was incensed at this and 

cut him short, telling him that  he had no business 
thinking of anything and warning sternly that no 
black man would be spared if he made the mistake 
of telling his white boss that he thinks this or that. 
According to them, the white man had done all the 
thinking for us and all we should do is to do what 
we are asked to do without questions.

Unfortunately, decades after these ugly scenarios 
took place, Nigerians are still enslaved in companies 
owned by foreign expatriates operating in our 
fatherland. I have read about some Chinese 
companies in Lagos where workers are used like 
animals and paid peanuts. Many of them are 
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Curtailing the danger of drug abuse and illegal trafficking
worry was almost none existing.  However, a radical 
change seems to have taken place over the years 
when illegal trafficking and abuse of drug silently 
crept into the society. There has been a dramatic 
acceleration of this trend during the past 20 years. 
Apprehension over abuse of hard drugs such as 
heroin and cocaine is even more recent, starting 
about 15 years ago in some African countries and 
increasing to absorb more countries in the last 5 
years.

There is a consensus of opinion that this new 
trend was preceded and accompanied by a steady 
and unavoidable erosion of traditional social fabric 
and values. The African family, recognized in its 
extended form, occupied a primate and central 
position in this social system. Sadly, however, this 
system is disintegrating. Social disintegration is 
also accelerating under the adverse influences of 
growing poverty, civil war, tribal conflicts, droughts 
and other natural catastrophes which leads to 
famine and massive displacement of populations, 
creating a situation in which drug abuse worsens 
rapidly.

As the world observes this year’s International 
Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking, 
it is important to stress, especially for youth 
who are deeply ensnared by this evil habit, that 
breaking the addiction is the only way to triumph 
over the problems of abuse. Parents, religious 
and community leaders as well as educational 
institutions can make a huge difference in 
stemming the tide of drug abuse and trafficking 
in our nation. Parents, in particular, need to spend 
more time with their children and properly tutor 
them on the danger that illegal use or sale of illicit 
drugs constitute to their future.

Igbo land, anyone that had bad intentions dared not 
touch the Ofo or other sacred symbols of leadership. 
The colonial lords, in a bid to conquer the people, 
upturned our system and gave the very lowest of 
characters on the rungs of integrity (efulefu) power 
to rule over the land as warrant chiefs.

This aberration did much damage to the people’s 
psyche and introduced all kinds of confusion in the 
system. When it became obvious that integrity and 
uprightness did not really count in the new order 
since the vain and discredited now had all the 
money and influence, something went seriously 
wrong with our value system.

 All this is now history but the reality is that up 
till now, African leaders have refused to think and 
take their people away from this pitiable condition. 
If it took a distortion of our values and cultures to 
destabilize us, it will also take a restoration of our 
ways of doing things to straighten things out. That 
is the greatest challenge facing African leaders 
today. They must think outside the box provided by 
the Western education that shaped us all to make 
any meaningful impact. We need courageous and 
visionary leaders who will dare to think original 
thoughts and be bold enough to take their peoples’ 
destiny and turn it around. 

African Union (AU) is an umbrella body for all 
African leaders. This body has a responsibility to 
steer Africa out of the woods. The first task before 
this body is to tackle the problem of artificial 
boundary lines which is a major tool of sustaining 
crisis in Africa. We cannot continue to bear the 
names given to us by our detractors, for God’s sake! 
Our boundaries are in dire need of re delineation. 
It is a known fact that the creation of African states 

Beyond the usual fanfare, razzmatazz and speech 
making usually associated with such international 
events, this year’s International Day against Drug 
Abuse and Illicit Trafficking must be used to 
appropriately draw attention to the significance 
of addressing these double threats through the 
rule of law and the provision of health services. 
Governments have a task to counteract both drug 
trafficking and drug abuse, but communities 
can also make a major contribution. As earlier 
stated, families, schools, civil society and religious 
organizations have a part to play in ridding the 
society of the nuisance of drugs. The Private sector 
could help in providing legitimate livelihoods 
for the youth who have come to depend on drug 
trafficking as a source of income. The media equally 
has a role to play in raising awareness about the 
threat of living a drug dependent life.

Realistically, the task of checkmating drug 
abuse and illicit trafficking in drug is quite 
enormous. But then, huge success can be attained 
if all stakeholders across the world reinforce their 
commitment to tackling this twin evil. The stark 
reality of the havoc that drug abuse could unleash 
on the world, if not properly checked, calls for 
urgent actions among all world stakeholders.  
Hence, as this year’s International Day Against 
Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking is observed 
worldwide, it is essential to lay emphasis on the 
need for a concerted global onslaught against the 
nuisance of drug abuse and illicit trafficking in 
the world.

Ogunbiyi is of the Lagos State Ministry of 
Information and Strategy

was done in bad faith. They were not created in 
the best interest of the people but to enhance the 
sinister intentions of the scramblers for Africa. Is it 
not high time our leaders rose to the occasion and 
redressed these anomalies? In Nigeria, for instance, 
forcing the Hausa, Igbo, Yoruba, Nupe, Tiv and more 
than two hundred other tribes with different world 
views to belong to an artificial entity called Nigeria is 
a sure recipe for constant chaos. Every right thinking 
person knows this, but only the leaders of Africa can 
do something to remedy this situation. 

Another issue we expect the African Union 
to do is to de emphasize democracy we copied 
from the West. Every people and group should be 
encouraged to devise their own leadership style; 
something they are used to and something they 
can identify with. This corruption that now appears 
to be endemic in Africa is induced by the strange 
system that has been forced down our throats. In 
the original format of leadership in Africa, integrity 
was the watchword.  In the Igbo world, for example, 
we can adopt our system of leadership called 
Aladimma or Umunnawuike but rather than use 
the British mace as symbol, we use our potent Ofo. 
We can also replace the chief judge with the Dibia 
in the swearing in ceremonies. We can use town hall 
meetings to replace the bogus legislative system that 
has only served to make our so-called democracy 
crazily expensive.

 African people must think home if we want 
positive change. I want the leadership of the 
African Union to know that Africa will come of 
age whenever the African Union wakes up from 
slumber.

control. The UNODC often teams up with other 
organizations and encourages people in society to 
actively take part in these campaigns.

The drug abuse and drug trafficking indicator 
across the world is quite awful. For instance, a data 
from AUNODC reveals that almost 200 million 
people are using illicit drugs such as cocaine, 
cannabis, hallucinogens, opiates and sedative 
hypnotics globally. Likewise, of recent, drug 
trafficking has developed into a foremost hazard 
to the health and security of people and nations 
across the globe. Indeed, there is a strong link 
between drug abuse and rising wave of terrorism 
across the world. It has, for instance, been revealed 
that the $61 billion annual market for Afghan 
opiates is funding insurgency and global terrorism. 
In West Africa, the $85 billion global cocaine 
trade worsens addiction and money-laundering, 
political instability and insecurity.

 Ironically, lots of money is involved in this 
criminal business. For every $1 billion of 
unadulterated cocaine that is trafficked through 
West Africa, more than ten times as much is earned 
when it is sold European market. The reality, thus, 
is that we are talking about a business that involves 
huge money and as such might be very difficult 
to eliminate except appropriate strategies and 
political will are exerted by relevant stakeholders. 
Drug trafficking and drug abuse are interrelated 
evils and must be tackled as such.  Drug trafficking 
and abuse have led to increase in criminal 
activities, violence, corruption, destruction of 
individuals, families and communities and the 
undermining of national economies.

In Africa, of late, concerns are rife over drug 
abuse, especially among the youth. Years ago, such 

abandoned to their fate when they sustain injuries 
in the course of doing the work; injuries as serious 
as losing some fingers to the soulless machines.

Now this is a confirmation that after several 
decades, we seem not to be able to do our own 
thinking and to assert our complete independence.

 There is turbulence in many African states. Most 
of these crises are induced by foreign powers out to 
make economic or political gains from the chaos in 
Africa. We fall victim to these schemes again and 
again. Why?

Whenever any news station mentions Africa, 
the world waits to hear of the next tragedy, the 
next hunger epidemic, the next story of human 
carnage, etc. Why?

All kinds of mis-governance, pollution, 
corruption, disease outbreaks and unreasonable 
violence are features that are common in Africa. 
Why?

The worst cases of election rigging are recorded 
in Africa. That is also why the quality of leaders we 
have is very poor. Only human chaff can ascend 
to the leadership positions in so many countries 
in Africa. Why?

 The list is endless but I think the cause of all 
these anomalies is one. Africa was not known for 
chaos before the conquest by the West. We were 
not hungry. In Igbo land, for example, there was 
no single beggar. Everyone was content and every 
family took care of their handicapped or sick 
relations. 

The colonial conquest destabilized our systems 
and forced strange ways on us. They destroyed our 
ways of choosing leaders which ensured that only 
credible people wielded power at various levels. In 
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A
t the popular Suru 
Alaba Market in 
Lagos, the open 
trunk of a parked 
Peugeot 504 sta-

tion wagon displays an assort-
ment of herbal remedies. A 
loudspeaker mounted atop the 
car bellows, offering solutions 
to every imaginable health con-
dition. A rough-looking man of 
about 25 approaches the car and 
requests for Dorobucci Bitters. 
The dealer hands him a 100ml 
plastic bottle, he uncorks it and 
quickly gulps its content before 
handing the dealer a N100 note.

“It’s very good for waist pain. 
I have been taking it since and 
it works very well. When your 
waist dey free, you go get bet-
ter action,” the young man, 
who says his name is Ayo, tells 
BDSUNDAY.

Dorobucci Bitters, which 
obviously takes its name from 
the title of a popular song by 
Nigerian music producer and 
singer Don Jazzy, is presented 
in packs designed in the shape 
of a man, waist up, in all his 
masculine glory – broad chest, 
fully developed six-pack abs, 
et al. Subtitled The Jedi-man 
Herbal Liquor, Dorobucci is just 
one of the many bitters drinks 

that rock the Nigerian spirits 
market.

“There are too many of them 
in the market today,” says Em-
manuel Nwoba, whose mini-
supermarket Blessed Emma-
connect Nigeria Enterprises, 
located at Abule-Oshun in 
Oriade Local Council Develop-
ment Area of Lagos, retails some 
of these bitters products.

“I cannot count them, but I 
know they are more than 20,” 
he says.

The variety notwithstand-
ing, BDSUNDAY research 
shows that all the bitters drinks 
in the market have many things 
in common. They are highly 
alcoholic, with volumes ranging 
from 30 percent to 45 percent, 
except for a few. So they in-
toxicate quicker than lager beer. 
They come quite cheap and af-
fordable, as cheap as N100 for a 
100ml bottle. They all claim to 
boost libido, overtly or covertly. 
They enjoy high patronage 

from Nigerians, young and 
old, male and female, educated 
and uneducated. And they are 
ubiquitous and can be bought 
anywhere – in a moving bus, 
at the roadside, in traffic, in the 
markets, in established stores 
and supermarkets, and more 
– as they literarily fall off the 
shelves.

BDSUNDAY visit to markets 
in Lagos shows that, indeed, 
like Dorobucci, virtually all the 
bitters drinks in the Nigerian 

market thrive on the grounds 
that they contain African roots, 
herbs and fruit extracts that can 
enhance male virility and boost 
libido in both men and women. 
Even their names are sugges-
tive of this, while most of them 
bear characteristics that clearly 
advertise sexual virility.

For instance, Baby Oku 
clearly advertises itself as an 
aphrodisiac. The full name 
printed on its pack is Baby 
Oku De Man-Power Alcoholic 
Bitter Drink, illustrated with 
an engraved bust of a couple 
entangled in a romantic pos-
ture on one side and a drawing 
of another couple in a similar 
mood on the other side. With 42 
percent alcohol content, Baby 
Oku purports to be the “best 
to boost man-power,” a Nige-
rian parlance for male sexual 
prowess.

Other products sighted by 
BDSUNDAY at some of the 
shops visited include Kerewa 
Bitters (clearly named after 
a song by the musical group 
Zoolazoo, which has sexual 
orientation), Skelewu Bitters 
and Pakurumo Bitters (both 
taken from the names of popu-
lar Nigerian music lyric), Action 
Bitters, Power Bitters, Maximo 
Bitters, Oganla Bitters, Heritage 
Bitters, Koboko Bitters, Ogidiga 
Bitters, Agbara Bitters, Kuem-

The crave for bitters
CHUKS OLUIGBO



merling (which is said to be a 
German product), Dr. Iguedo’s 
Goko Alcoholic Bitters, Asheitu 
Adams Bitters, Beta Cleanser 
Bitters, Ruzu Herbal Bitters, 
Swedish Bitters, Opa Eyin Bit-
ters, and Osomo Bitters.

But beyond these, BDSUN-
DAY was reliably informed 
that there are many more, in-
cluding Oroki Bitters, Washing 
and Setting, Kparaga, Monkey 
Shoulder, Kogbela, Ibile, Duro-
soke, Dadubule, Ogidigba, Pasa 
Bitters, 24/7, among others.

In the beginning
While bitter herbs carefully 

picked from tropical plants have 
long been used as cure for vary-
ing degrees of ailments in tra-
ditional societies, often mixed 
with alcohol, the emergence of 
formal bitters drinks in Nigeria 
is a recent phenomenon.

Before 2010, while many of 
today’s patrons of bitters drinks 
patronised the popular Agbo 
sellers or drank herbs mixed 
with spirits at local kiosks, espe-
cially in Lagos, the only known 
properly packaged bitters in 
the country were Yoyo Bitters 
and Asheitu Bitters. These ear-
lier products were advertised 
more as medicines purporting 
to cleanse the body systems of 
excess sugar and toxin. And not 
many people knew about them 
or patronised them.

Today, however, it’s an en-
tirely different story. Herbal 
bitters consumption has grown 
exponentially in the past couple 
of years, boosted by beliefs in 
their medicinal potency and 
their ability to improve male 
virility. Alomo Bitters, a prod-
uct of Ghana-based Kasapreko, 
was the game changer.

Alomo, the king of herbal 
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bitters
Recognising that Africans 

had been drinking herbs locally 
mixed with alcohol, Kwabena 
Adjei, founder of Kasapreko, 
sought to use scientific method 
to arrive at a product with 
clinical authentication. Alomo 
Bitters came after several years 
of experimentation, becoming a 
trailblazer in the bitters market.

Thus, even before the of-
ficial entry of the product into 
Nigeria, Alomo Bitters began 
to be smuggled into the Nige-
rian market, and it received 
immediate consumer accep-
tance. Health awareness among 
citizens was already high and 
alcohol drinkers sought ways to 
reduce their sugar intake. Lager 
beers are known to be high in 
sugar content. The product was 
also readily available and af-
fordable as it came in economy 
packs as well. And then, there 
were purported testimonies of 
its efficacy as libido booster by 
those who had taken it earlier.

But Alomo’s success soon led 
to another problem as adultera-
tion of the product crept in, with 
fake Alomo products finding 
their way into the market. To 
differentiate its original prod-
ucts from the fake, Kasapreko 
moved to introduce security 
seals on the Alomo brand. But 
the competition was already 
on as other companies, spot-
ting a goldmine in the largely 
untapped but booming market, 
began to flood the market with 
a variety of bitters drinks in 
varying sizes and shapes at very 
cheap prices.

Nevertheless, Alomo Bitters 
has remained a dominant fac-
tor in the Nigerian alcoholic 
bitters market since its formal 
entry in 2010. While alcoholic 
drinks generally performed 
poorly in 2012 due to depressed 
consumer spending power, 
with beer in particular posting 
quite weak growth, mainly in 
lager, bitters, a category of spirit, 
performed extremely well over 
the latter part of the review pe-
riod, according to a 2013 report 
by Euromonitor International. 
The report attributes this stel-
lar performance to the sudden 
popularity of Alomo Bitters, 
which only began to be pro-
duced in Nigeria in 2010.

“The product witnessed a 
phenomenal increase in popu-

larity as herbal bitters products 
are thought to have medicinal 
benefits, including virility in 
men,” says the report in its ex-
ecutive summary.

“They are widely consumed, 
with the non-alcoholic beer 
Fayrouz being a popular mixer. 
They are also quite inexpensive 
compared to normal spirits, be-
ing packaged in plastic bottles. 
Their sales are another factor 
for why lager sales were poor 
in 2012, as some lager drinkers 
moved to drinking herbal bit-
ters mixed with non-alcoholic 
beer,” it says.

In a more recent report, 
“Spirits in Nigeria”, released 
in May 2016, Euromonitor 
International notes that spirits 
in Nigeria are seeing strong 

volume growth due to the wide 
range of products available in 
the category ranging from af-
fordable to expensive brands.

“For many low-income con-
sumers in Nigeria, spirits repre-
sent an affordable alternative to 
more expensive products such 
as wine and beer, particularly 
as less product can be consumed 
to achieve satisfaction. There-
fore, lower-income Nigeri-
ans have traditionally tended 
to consume locally produced 
spirits such as gin and bitters. 
The packaging format used by 
the manufacturers of spirits 
favour consumption among 
low-income consumers as well, 
including in small sachets and 
small plastic bottles and this 
is also helping to drive growth 

among this income group,” the 
report says.

Again, Kasapreko Co Ltd led 
spirits in Nigeria in 2015 with a 
17 percent volume share, due, 
again, to the extraordinary suc-
cess of the Alomo Bitters brand, 
a product which has gone from 
strength to strength due to its 
herbal composition and its be-
ing marketed as a healthy alter-
native to other alcoholic drinks.

“It is quite cheap and avail-
able in a wide variety of pack 
sizes, particularly small plastic 
bottles, which make it afford-
able for lower income consum-
ers,” Euromonitor notes in its 
latest report.

“The company overtook 
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the previous leader Nigeria 
Distilleries Ltd in 2012, which 
had led the category by virtue 
of its gin and schnapps brands 
being very popular among 
spirit consumers in Nigeria, 
with Seamans Schnapps be-
ing a particularly well-known 
brand,” it says.

Enter the big boys
Guinness Nigeria Plc, in a 

move to change the market 
dynamics and separate the boys 
from the men, in December 
2013 stormed the market with 
its premium Orijin Spirit Bit-
ters – with the slogan “Bitters 
just got better”.

According to Guinness, Ori-
jin is a unique alcoholic blend 
with the flavours of African 
herbs, spices and fruits com-
bined to give a refreshing bit-
ter sweet taste. It is made from 
neutral spirits, sugar, citric ac-
ids, trisodium citrate, caramel 
extracts (naartire, chamomile, 
thyme, cinnamon and orange).

Targeted at 25-40-year-old 
male emerging middle class 
regular consumers of main-
stream spirits, according to 
Guinness Nigeria, Orijin Bitters 
has since its entry continued 
to enjoy the loyalty of aspira-
tional spirits lovers or those 
with relatively fat pockets 
or who want to distinguish 
themselves from the ordinary 
spirits-drinking folks.

Of course, at N300 for a 20cl 
content and N1,000 per 75cl 
bottle, and with 30 percent 
alcohol volume, Orijin Bitters 
towers shoulder high above 
the rest of the crowd in pricing, 
making it quite unaffordable 
to those in search of cheap 
intoxication.

And Guinness Nigeria is 
aware of this, which was why 
it recently introduced Orijin 
Zero which, it says, embodies 
all that is alive and exciting in 
today’s Africa. Orijin Zero, a 
non-alcoholic variant, comes in 
two formats at a recommended 
retail price of only N90/bottle 
and N100/can.

Not long after Orijin, Nige-
rian Breweries followed suit 
when it unveiled Ace Roots. 
In trying to market Ace Roots 
ahead of other brands, NB 
emphasized its low sugar and 
alcohol content, saying a bottle 
of Ace Roots contains only one 
cube of sugar, 6 percent alcohol 
and that the mixture is not 
only flavoured but contains 
African herbs.

“Ace Roots is of 14 natural 
fruits, herbs and spices. These 
are actual herbal extracts and 
not flavourings all mixed in a 
unique 60cl and sleek can with 
metalized labels,” said Hubert 
Eze, sales director, Nigerian 
Breweries.

Perception and reality
At the entrance to Balogun 

Market located at the Lagos In-
ternational Trade Fair Complex, 
a mobile dealer in an assort-
ment of herbal bitters and other 
herbal remedies, who simply 
identified himself as Okey, tells 
BDSUNDAY that he cannot 

say much about the products 
or why they are enjoy high 
patronage because he is only a 
dealer, not a producer.

“The producers know more 
about these products. We only 
get from them and sell to cus-
tomers. I can give you the 
contact of any of the producers 
so you can speak with them,” 
he says.

When he is prodded with 
a reminder that as the one in 
direct touch with the users 
of these products he ought to 
know why people are patronis-
ing them, he adds, “I think any-
thing bitters is to reduce sugar 
in the blood. You know, excess 
sugar in the blood can destroy 
the body system and make the 
body not to function well.”

But a poster on his car ad-
vertising Beta Siga Alcoholic 
Bitters with Moringa, which 
comes with 30 percent alco-

hol, says the product acts to 
“cleanse nicotine, environmen-
tal tobacco smoke (ETS), and 
other toxic gases associated 
with smoking and exposure 
to smoke; detoxify the body 
and blood system; treat minor 
stomach upsets; boost libido 
in men and women; enhance 
sexual performance in men 
(man-power); relieve chest 
pain and other pains associated 
with smoking and exposure 
to smoke; abate fatigue, weak-
ness and tiredness associated 
with smoking and exposure 
to smoke, etc; abate fatigue, 
weakness and tiredness gener-
ally; and help in easy passage 
of waste product (stool, urine, 
etc)”.

Also, another poster adver-
tising Ruzu Herbal Bitters, sur-
named Nature’s Pure Miracle, 
claims it is a remedy for all 
manner of illnesses, including 

diabetes, high blood pressure, 
weak erection, typhoid and 
malaria, vaginal discharge, 
menstruation anomalies, joint, 
waist and back pain, fibroid, 
infertility (male and female), 
gonorrhoea, staphylococcus, 
syphilis and pile, obesity, stom-
ach troubles, and arthritis. 
It also claims to detoxify the 
kidney and tone the liver.

Nwoba, owner of Blessed 
Emmaconnect Nigeria En-
terprises, believes that those 
who patronise these bitters 
take them for two major rea-
sons – as medicines and to get 
intoxicated.

“It’s like killing two birds 
with one stone. You know, 
these drinks are highly intoxi-
cating. With as little as N100 
you can get yourself really 
messed up. Some these drink-
ers enjoy the alcoholic feel plus 
whatever health benefits they 
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claim the drinks have,” he tells 
BDSUNDAY.

He adds also that while some 
drink the bitters because of 
their obvious bitter taste which 
is believed to reduce sugar in 
the body system, some oth-
ers patronise them as cheap 
alternatives to beer or rather 
expensive wines and spirits; yet 
some others see them as more 
dignifying than ‘agbo’, a local 
herbal concoction.

“But again, some guys come 
here and tell you that they 
have tried these bitters as man-
power and they worked for 
them. Well, I can’t say whether 
it is true or not. I am a business-
man and my duty is to supply 
what my customers ask for. But 
I believe that sexual prowess is 
inborn. If you don’t have it, you 
don’t have it,” he says.

 Side effects
Like all herbal remedies, 

bitters drinks may indeed 
have some potency. However, 
because many of them are not 
properly processed or refined, 
they may cause harm to their 
consumers. Moreover, because 
of their high alcohol content, 
they may cause damage to or-
gans like the liver, the kidney 
or even the heart. And they 
may also boost libido but trig-
ger another sickness that may 
lead to untimely death.

Malachy Okp e,  a chief 
pharmacist at the University 
of Nigeria Teaching Hospital 
(UNTH), Enugu, says a lot of 
people have approached him to 
treat the side effects of some of 
the concoctions that they took 
in the name of curative bitters.

“There was a pastor who 
came to me and said he de-
veloped serious diabetes after 
drinking Goko Bitters. An-
other woman said after using 
the same drug she began to 
experience heavy flow during 
her monthly cycle which was 
lasting up to 14 days. There are 
side effects and adverse effects 
to the consumption of these 
things which we don’t often 
factor in,” he says

Last line
A Lagos-based public rela-

tions practitioner says that 
what the manufacturers are 
capitalising on is the market 
trend to rip Nigerians off.

“For me, it is a market rip 
off. They produce nonsense 
and sell to the market. Many of 
them are very dangerous to in-
ternal organs because of many 
reasons. There’s no specified 
quantity to be consumed, etc. 
Nigerians are not asking ques-
tions how these things are 
produced or the things used for 
the concoction. The producers 
know that in Nigeria anything 
goes and they capitalise on it. 
Even the regulatory agencies 
are not alive to their respon-
sibility; otherwise this kind of 
nonsense should not be exist-
ing in a normal society. Some 
of the products in the market 
have no verifiable addresses 
of where they are produced. 
NAFDAC must begin to take 
seriously to this rip off,” says 
the PR practitioner.

Continued from  page 23 The crave for bitters
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I
t was evening, with light shower, 
as Kenneth Mbachu, a banker hur-
riedly alighted from the bus and 
made a brief stopover in front of 
a makeshift shop. He was return-

ing from work after a long day, having 
combed the streets of Lagos trying to 
woo customers to open an account with 
his bank and to say he was famished was 
an understatement.

Inside the makeshift shop was a mid-
dle-aged man, busy preparing noodles 
for a customer while neatly displayed on 
the shelves were tins of sardines, Geisha, 
corned beef, crate of eggs and not forget-
ting, cartons of noodles. A long wooden 
bench reserved strictly for customers 
was kept beside the shop, but today no 
one sat on it because of the weather.

Kenneth greeted the man in a manner 
that suggested he was no stranger as he 
placed his order: “As usual but, please add 
enough pepper because of the weather.” 
Fifteen minutes later, his meal was ready 
and he boarded a tricycle home.

According to Kenneth, for him, this 
was gradually becoming a tradition due 
to the present economic situation and 
tight work schedule, which leaves no 
time for culinary.

“Everything is expensive in the coun-
try these days. Eating good meals is now 
a big deal but with N200 or less, I can 
have a meal of noodles,” Kenneth said.

The general level in the country, 
which has reduced disposable income, 
has made many people to embrace in-
stant noodles because it is cheaper and 
easier to cook.

For people resident in cities like Lagos, 
Port Harcourt and Abuja, time is also a 
major factor for consuming noodles.

The Nigerian noodles industry has 
witnessed an unprecedented growth in 
recent times due to consumers’ increased 
demand. It is now a major menu for mil-
lions of Nigerians. 

According to World Instant Noodles 
Association, (WINA), Nigeria is ranked 
12th largest consumer of instant noodles 

in the world with estimated annual de-
mand of 1.79 billion packets of noodles. 
Reports put the number of consumers in 
Nigeria at 14million; almost 10 percent of 
the country’s population.

The noodles business has also pro-
duced employment for people as many 
who ventured into the business of 
preparing noodles are happily smiling 
to the bank. These sellers, comprising 
more of men than women, are common 
sights around streets in big cities. More 
makeshift shops are fast springing up to 
cater for the growing noodles customers. 

“I make at least N20,000 on a daily 
basis but if business is dull, I make a little 
less. It’s a good business, with lots of cus-
tomers compared to my previous busi-
ness and business has been booming,” 
says a woman who sells under Ojuelegba 
Bridge in Surulere area of Lagos State.

There are more than twelve brands 
of noodles competing for market share 
in the sector, including Dufil Prima’s 
Indomie noodles, Chikki Foods Limited’s 
Chikki noodles, May & Baker’s Mimee 
noodles, Honeywell Flour Mill Nige-
ria’s Honeywell noodles, Golden penny 
noodles and Dangote. Other brands of 
noodles are Cherie, Tummy tummy, 
Smoodles, Star, Uno, Sun yum, Mc Chew 
and Chefmie, among others.

“Most companies engage in aggressive 
marketing of brands through advertise-
ment, promotional sales, introduction of 
new flavours, brand repackaging, and 
strong distribution efforts. Newer brands 

continue to enter the market includ-
ing now regional or small local brands, 
indicating that there is a possibility that 
given the strong sales, there is scope for 
many more brands in the market,” Euro-
monitor reports.

Recently, Dufil Prima added two new 
sizes to its wide range of products to meet 
the demands of its teeming customers. 

“The new offering became a necessity 
as consumer research showed a growing 
affinity for the Onion chicken flavour 
variant among many adults, hence, a 
desire to have it in a bigger and more 
mouth-filling size, and as a consumer re-
sponsive brand, we had to attend swiftly 
to the consumer’s bid,” said Amber Ya-
dav, brand manager, Indomie.

Studies show that instant noodles 
have no nutritional value and lack essen-
tial minerals but lovers of noodles have 
found a way to make this meal highly 
nourishing.

A survey carried out by BDSUNDAY 
revealed that people’s buying behaviour 
is guided by cost, time and the ease with 
which the noodles meal is prepared.

It is also tagged ‘unhealthy junk’ and 
reports claimed that noodles have been 
linked to various diseases such as kidney 
damage, coronary diseases, stroke and 
hypertension due to its high sodium con-
tent, but rather than avoid it, consumers 
have devised means of making it less 
hazardous and tasty at the same time.

“I always parboil my noodles, discard 
the water and cook with less of the 

Consumer’s Corner

Income, time drive consumption of instant noodles
CHINWE AGBEZE spices. I add lots of vegetables, corned 

beef and onions to enhance the taste,” 
Olubukola Bridget said.

“I love noodles and the fact that it 
can be made so quickly makes me love 
it even more”, said Olawale Olumuyiwa, 
a consultant in Port Harcourt, adding, 
“My noodles is not complete without lots 
of shrimps, other sea foods and sardine.” 

Ijeoma Agbeze, an Uyo, Akwa Ibom-
based medical doctor, is a huge fan of 
noodles.

“Noodles works fine for me because 
of the cost and unique taste in compari-
son with other pasta like spaghetti and 
macaroni. It’s also easier and quicker 
to prepare. To enhance the taste of my 
noodles; I add lots of pepper, onion, 
groundnut oil and carrot. Not forgetting 
sardine, fresh tomatoes and green peas 
when I’m buoyant,” she said.

Philip Mebo, a banker who patronises 
noodles because of the nature of his job, 
said: “I take noodles a lot because it’s fast-
er to cook but sometimes I unconsciously 
consider the cost. My noodles are always 
garnished with eggs and carrots, it gives 
it a different but unique taste”, he said.

“It’s very accessible, faster to cook and 
comes in varieties. I prepare my noodles 
with chicken, veggies and pepper,” said 
Nkechi, echoing Ikenna who said, “the 
easy manner in which it’s prepared is 
why I make it for my kids. I just add eggs 
and sometimes little pepper because the 
n“It’s handy and costs little. I add raw 
eggs, carrot, scent leaf, green pepper and 
onions in my noodles”, said Nwanyinaya 
who resides in Owerri said.

Edozie goes for noodles principally 
because of the relative short time re-
quired to prepare it compared to other 
meals. I add ingredients depending on 
the time I have.”

Nwabueze and Ezugwu are both bach-
elors, for them, it’s cheap because with 
as little as N40, they are sure of a meal.

Presently, the price of a 70 gram car-
ton of noodles at retail stores is between 
N1, 200 to N1, 600 against N1, 000 to N1, 
300 sold some months ago. Even with 
over 15 percent increase in price, con-
sumers’ have pledged to remain loyal.

It’s very accessible, faster to cook and 
comes in varieties. I prepare my noodles 
with chicken, veggies and pepper,” said 

Nkechi, echoing Ikenna who said
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Person In The News

T
he children of Israel 
had been under Theoc-
racy. They had relied so 
much on prophets who 
acted as intermediaries 

between God and the people. 
But there came a time when the 
people began to agitate for a king 
to be like other nations around 
them. They were reminded of 
the characteristics of the king 
that would be given to them and 
how they would be subjected to 
all manner of treatments by the 
king. But they were insistent.

“This is what the king who 
will reign over you will claim 
as his rights: He will take your 
sons and make them serve with 
his chariots and horses, and they 
will run in front of his chariots.  
Some he will assign to be com-
manders of thousands and com-
manders of fifties, and others to 
plow his ground and reap his 
harvest, and still others to make 
weapons of war and equipment 
for his chariots. He will take 
your daughters to be perfumers 
and cooks and bakers.  He will 
take the best of your fields and 
vineyards and olive groves and 
give them to his attendants. He 
will take a tenth of your grain 
and of your vintage and give it 
to his officials and attendants. 
Your male and female servants 
and the best of your cattle and 
donkeys he will take for his own 
use. He will take a tenth of your 
flocks, and you yourselves will 
become his slaves.  When that 
day comes, you will cry out for 
relief from the king you have 
chosen, but the Lord will not 
answer you in that day,” Prophet 
Samuel had said.

Prior to the general election 

last year, some die-hard pes-
simists foresaw what Nigeria 
would be like in a Muhammadu 
Buhari-administration. Such pes-
simists had insisted that the coun-
try would not farewell should 
Buhari win the presidential elec-
tion. Some of those critics had 
also given instances of the man’s 
disposition to power and his lead-
ership style, stressing that Nigeria 
was going to face a difficult time. 
They were few and their voices 
appeared very feeble in the midst 
of a sea of voices that said “Yes” to 
Buhari’s carrots, particularly, his 
friendly mien during the election-
eering campaign.

Before the elections, Buhari 
had appeared to fellow Nigeri-
ans as an austere man. During 
the electioneering campaigns 
that took him to all parts of the 
country, he sold a dummy of a 
would-be friend of the masses, 
the down-trodden and long-
suffering compatriots.

Everywhere he went, he laid 
bare the shortcomings of the 
Goodluck Jonathan administra-
tion, telling the Nigerian elector-
ate how profligate that regime 
had been and the need to reject 
the People’s Democratic Party 
(PDP)’s ambition for continued 
stay in office. On the plank of this 
profuse promises and assurances 
of a new lease of life, he won the 
presidential.

He told Nigerians that he 
raised the funds for his nomina-
tion and expression of interest 
forms through a bank loan; thus, 
painting a picture of a man that 
was hard up, financially.

One year plus after his inau-
guration,

Nigerians are now appalled 
at the turn of events. They have 
continued to express shock 

that the government of the All 
Progressives Congress (APC) 
under Buhari has relapsed into 
the wasteful spending that tar-
nished the image of the Jona-
than administration.

Buhari had also said there 
would be no first lady office, to-
day the president has gone back 
on his words; he said govern-
ment has been over-bloated  and 
he was going to cut down on the 
cost of governance; today he has 
increased cost of governance. In 
one year, he made over 33 for-
eign trips which have only yield-
ed intangible promises; nothing 
concrete. After spending so 
hugely in his globe-trolling, the 
investors he is wooing are still 
skeptical, watching his body 
language and expecting a more 
friendly environment that will 
be conducive for business. The 
President has since embraced ex-
cessive musical entertainment, 
replicating the Nigerian version 
of the “Scottish” bagpipers.

Whenever he returns from 
the lavish journeys, the Presi-
dential bagpipers will congre-
gate at the Airport and inside the 
Aso Villa to welcome him.

The event of last Sunday was 
particularly absurd. A President 
that claims to cut down on cost of 
governance was welcomed back 
from his medical trip abroad 
by a band of bagpipers and all 
manner of performers, at the 
Nnamdi Azikiwe International 
Airport, Abuja at a huge cost to 
the nation.

What also surprised many 
people was the number of min-
isters that was at the Airport to 
welcome the President. Min-
isters, who should be on their 
various beats in different parts of 
the country, went to the airport 

to do eye service. Yet, the Presi-
dent, who didn’t like this type of 
lifestyle (or rather, whose seem-
ingly body language abhorred 
vanities, before the elections and 
the shenanigans in government, 
saw nothing wrong with what 
observers have since described 
as sheer hypocrisy and wasteful 
jamboree.

A critic who spoke with 
BDSUNDAY said, “If cutting 
down on cost of government is 
the way President Buhari is go-
ing about it, we may look for an 
austere leader elsewhere. I think 
the idea of austerity is when it 
applies to the poor masses of 
Nigeria; those in government 
do not believe things are going 
wrong or that the economy is 
collapsing and that the spend-
ing power of most Nigerians 
has drastically dropped. They 
still live their life of opulence, 
and President Buhari is leading 
that pack.”

Today, the Muhammadu Bu-
hari administration appears to 
be manifesting the same charac-
teristics detailed in the allegory 
painted at the beginning of this 
article. Nigerians appear to be 
reaping the same lot that befell 
the Israelites who asked for a 
king to be like other nations.

Nigerians have been repeat-
edly raped by successive govern-
ments.  Those who voted for the 
President may have thought he 
was their last option and their 
messiah just like Julius Caesar 
thought Brutus was going to save 
him when the band of killers had 
dealt him deadly blows. But over 
one year down the line, the story 
has changed in Nigeria. Govern-
ment has continued to stammer 
as poverty walks the land.

Today, bachelors, who had 

planned to marry this year, have 
since shelved the idea. Some 
have been sacked from their 
place of work; some have had 
several salary cuts, and yet some 
others may have in the midst of 
the confusion lost their accom-
modation and the challenge is 
now so much that marriage is no 
more feasible. 

Today, many families can no 
longer afford their children’s 
school fees; divorce rate is on the 
increase and many single ladies 
are daily enlisting into prostitu-
tion to beat the hard times and 
Nigeria is simply in distress.

At every gathering today, Ni-
gerians argue among themselves 
over who foisted the govern-
ment on them.

Buhari rode to power on the 
back of his avowed promise to do 
things in a different, better way. 
The President, who is regarded 
as an austere man, was seen by 
many as the best person to bring 
the country back to the path of 
rectitude, by plugging all holes 
through which the people’s 
wealth was being stolen. But 
critics say, the Katsina-born 
politician has unfortunately 
retained the wasteful pastimes 
of his predecessors. Up till now, 
Buhari has not seen reason to 
sell off some of the jets in the 
presidential fleet, which is cost-
ing the country a fortune.

Today, if the hand of the clock 
could be rolled back, things 
would have been done differ-
ently at the polling booths. To-
day, the question on the lips of 
the gullible members of society, 
who voted him, last year is Et tu 
Buhari? But among those who 
had followed the man’s ante-
cedents, the refrain is “A leopard 
cannot change its spots.”

The metamorphosis of change
ZEBULON AGOMUO
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The story so far

E
verybody has heard about this 
concept, resource curse, where 
countries that are richly blessed 
with resources perform poorly 
in all development indicators 

when compared with others that are not 
so endowed. To the extent that if you plot 
a graph of countries that are richest in the 
world, whichever way you may look at it, 
in terms of wealth, literacy, productivity, 
or life expectancy, no matter how you 
define it, if you list the top 10 wealthiest 
countries in the world; and you list the 
10 most resource endowed countries in 
the world, there is no correlation at all. 
And then if, on the other hand, you list 
the 10 least developed countries, and 10 
most endowed countries in the world, you 
will find out that most of them are in the 
same category.

So, a lot of scholars have written about 
this overtime and they call it all kinds of 
names like paradox of plenty; resource 
curse, etc. What they try to prove is that 
resources do not necessarily translate 
to benefits; and that is a real paradox 
because, ordinarily, if you have more 
resources, you should make it translate to 
better standard of living. It is something 
that people have written about; it is some-
thing that people have data to prove and 
people have also been asking themselves 
why is it so; is it because the resources are 
cursed or the way the resources are man-
aged; and people have also established 
that countries that depend on natural re-
sources are prone to boom and bust cycle.
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Our report is to elicit questions, effect 
necessary corrections, says NEITI
ZEBULON AGOMUO During the boom season, they have a 

lot of money which sometimes also dislo-
cate the structure of the economy in the 
sense that too much exposure to dollar 
inflow in the system devalues their own 
currency. Imports become so high that ex-
ports cannot compete. Also they become 
more or less a mono-cultural economy.

So they depend largely on one product 
and largely on import. And if you are 
looking for a country that typifies that, 
you don’t need to go too far. And people 
have also found out that because they 
are prone to that boom and bust cycle, 
when it is booming, a few people bene-
fit and when it busts it is generalised; it 
affects everybody and it dislocates the 
economy entirely. And if you’re look-
ing for a place where such happens, 
Nigeria, sadly, is a typical example. 
Some of these countries have also been 
found to be prone to corruption, prone 
to conflict because of the extractive 
nature and the rent-seeking culture 
that produces. If you are looking for 
anywhere to cite as an example, the 
present moment in the country typi-
fies that.

Reason for NEITI and what it does
 The mid-90s to early 2000 was a good 

time when the fear that Nigeria would ex-
perience what we are experiencing today 
was not there. It was good and by the time 
we transited to democracy in 1999, there 
was this supernatural benefits that came 
with democracy. Oil crossed 20 dollars, 
25 dollars, 30 dollars, 40 dollars and it just 
kept going like that. At that point in time, 
there was a forward-looking government.

Some people started thinking of a day 
like this. Perhaps, to solve the problem 

of resource curse, they think about two 
possible ways. One is to have a stabilisa-
tion fund where you have some money 
put aside for the rainy day because when 
the rainy day comes, you can fall back 
on the fund to carry yourself over. We 
experienced that between 2008 and 2009 
because of the global recession.

And because we had robust external 
reserves, we were able to survive. The 
other way is that it has been established 
that resources are not cursed; it is the way 
they are managed. If you manage them 
in a transparent and acceptable way, you 
are likely to get maximum benefits from 
them. That’s how we came into this. A lot 
of push was made globally that companies 
should publish what they pay to govern-
ment and government should also publish 
what they receive, so that citizens should 
have that information and be able to hold 
their government accountable.

So, there’s this global movement that 
started it and in 2003 Nigeria signed up 
to it and 2004 it was fully instituted in 
Nigeria and began implementation.

We do three things- we publish audit 
reports of the sector that was legend-
ary opaque; it was like a black box that 
nobody understood. So we publish 
reports. We look at three parts. We do 
the physical audit, look at the volume 
that people actually deal with; we look 
at the process that determines who gets 
what and how much they paid and we 
look at the financial audit.

Need for reports
 When NEITI started, all they re-

quested countries to do was to do 
reconciliation of their financials but 
Nigeria said ‘no, take it a step further’, 

which also became the norm of NEITI. 
So, when we have the report we also 
disseminate the report so that people 
would have information that can help 
them ask questions and also enable us 
to do structural issues that we need to 
attend to.

We also identify the gaps. We iden-
tify different agencies that should be 
taking care of all those things; bring 
them to the table every quarter and ask  
questions what should be done, what 
has been done, etc. So, we have been 
doing this since 2004.

We have even done beyond 2004, 
because President Obasanjo said, “why 
not go back to when I started so that 
people would know what has been hap-
pening?” So, the essence of the report is 
to ensure that things that were not done 
properly in the past will be corrected. 
And when people have information, 
they can now use such information to 
ask question on what is happening and 
advocate that things should be done 
differently.

Still much to be done
So, within our beat, we have made a 

lot of progress. But there are still a lot 
more to be done. A ready indication that 
there’s still lot more to be done is the fact 
that if we had done all that should be 
done, Nigeria would not be where it is 
now. We started this 12 years ago, so the 
fact that people go through this, there 
will be improvement in the way things 
are done. We will continue to do what 
we do because we have the compara-
tive advantage than any other person, 
group or institution to do this, because 
we have the resources provided for us to 
do the work and do it well. We also have 
a law backing what we do. That law 
enables us to ask people questions and 
make them provide information to us.

We generate enormous amount of data 
that we think should, at least, generate 
robust conversation about how things 
should be done differently and how our 
resources can be better managed.

L-R: Waziri Adio, executive secretary, Nigeria Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (NEITI); Orji Ogbonnaya Orji, director communications; Obiageli Onuorah, team leader, out-
reach, and Asmau Dahiru, oil & gas officer, during the visit of NEITI management to BusinessDay head office (The Brook) in Lagos, yesterday. Pic by Olawale Amoo
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S
ome people believe that 
one’s ability to succeed 
in life depends entirely 
on one’s background. For 
those who hold this be-

lief, it’s absolutely impossible for 
anyone to crawl out of the gutters 
unaided and become clean again. 
They think that once down, al-
ways down.

I’m not one of those people be-
cause I never allowed my circum-
stances define who I am or give 
room to anyone to quench those 
lovely dreams I had of becoming 
someone really great in life.

One man I respect so much, Bill 
Gates, said: “If you are born poor 
it’s not your mistake, but if you 
die poor it’s your mistake.” The 
moment I read this, I saw hope in 
my hopeless situation.

My name is Chinyeaka Ig-
bokwe and I’m 51 years old. I spent 
most of my growing up years with 
my grandmother in the village. 
I learnt my mother left for the 
city in search of greener pastures 
shortly after I turned four with the 
promise to come back for me when 
she finally lands on both feet.

Two years later, grandma got 
news that my mother was coming 
home on a said date and wanted 
grandma to prepare something 
special because she was coming 
with someone special.

I was coming back from the 
stream when one of the kids who 
were going to fetch water broke the 
news of my mother’s grand arrival. 
He had a piece of bread on his filthy 
palms which he chewed noisily. 

“Chinyeaka, your mother is 
sharing bread and biscuits to the 
villagers. She’s giving the children 
biscuits but this bread is for the 
adults. If you don’t run fast, it 
will finish. My mother gave me 
some of her bread..,” he said in 
my dialect. 

Another boy who was eating 
his biscuit in bits interjected, 
“How will it finish. The way she’s 
dishing it out, it will never fin-
ish and besides, Chinyeaka will 
have a loaf of bread and a packet 
of biscuit all to himself. She’s his 
mother, remember?”

When I got home, grandma 
and my mother were outside 
talking in low tones. I greeted 
them and went inside to drop 
my small gallon of water. Inside 
our small room that served as a 
sitting room was a man who was 
about thirty years. I was peeping 
at him when he spotted me out 
and told me to move closer. At that 
point, grandma and my mother 
stepped in.

My mother quickly introduced 
me as her younger brother and 
grandma never said a word. I 
smelt conspiracy; maybe mother 
was ashamed of me or something. 
I was six years old then, but wiser 
than my young age. Living with 
the elderly has a way of making a 
child reason and act like an adult.

The young man who was going 
to be my stepfather said I could 
come live with them in the city 
but my mother did not approve 

of it. Her reason was that my 
grandma could not afford to be 
alone. “Mama needs someone 
to keep her company and assist 
her with all the domestic chores. 
Who would run errands for her 
if we take Chinyeaka away?  She 
queried.

It’s now glaring, she felt em-
barrassed having me around her. 
Grandma later explained why but 
that was some years later when I 
was quite mature in mind and age. 
She told me men hardly marry 
single mothers but I said, ‘it’s not 
her fault that her husband died 
quite too early or did she have a 
hand in my father’s death?” 

Grandma did not respond and 
I knew better than to press fur-
ther. I could see she was no longer 
comfortable with that topic and I 
quickly changed it. We discussed 
school and she asked me how far 
I wanted to take my education 
to and I said, “As far as I possibly 
can” and she smiled. She always 
told me she was proud of me 
and that’s something my mother 
never said for once.

I had this close friend that 
sticks closer than a brother till 
date. After God and grandma, 
Ebuka was the third most im-
portant person in my life. While 

the other kids who were envious 
of my excellent grades in school 
taunted me, calling me all manner 
of names to indicate that I was an 
illegitimate child, Ebuka stood by 
me and treated me like a brother 
would. Whenever grandma was 
asleep or when I got the time to play 
with peers, I would go visit Ebuka 
and I was always welcomed. When 
we were not reading, we were chas-
ing after cars that drove into the 
village which was once in months 
because we didn’t have wealthy 
visitors at that time.

Ebuka and I shared similar 
dreams. We were like twins and 
many addressed us as one. Shortly 
before grandma passed on, she 
told me all I needed to know. How 
my mother got pregnant for my 
dad who was only her boyfriend 
at that time. So, when grandma 
finally passed on and my mother 
refused to accommodate me, I 
understood why. Rather than live 
with my mother’s elder brother 
who is weird, I chose to live with 
Ebuka and his family.

Ebuka and I worked on other 
people’s farms, clearing bushes 
and selling leftover palm nuts to 
local cosmetics producers. With 
the proceeds from our joint ven-
ture, we completed our secondary 

school education in the village 
and decided to leave the village 
for the aged. 

Ebuka and I moved out of the 
village, rented a small room in the 
state capital and got jobs as clerks 
while we enrolled in a nearby 
university on a part-time basis. 

I met Lucy and we got married. 
It was not easy at first when Lucy’s 
family discovered that I had no 
father but Lucy stood by me and 
in the end our love conquered and 
we got married. 

Shortly after we got married, 
life became very tough and rough 
for us to the extent that Lucy had 
our first baby at home because 
we never had the money for 
hospital bills. I had to discontinue 
my education and channel all my 
resources on my family. 

Three months later, Ebuka 
visited us with good news. He 
told me he got an information that 
my Dad was not only alive but he 
was a very rich man. According 
to him, my father is married with 
five children and the money he 
had, his great-grandchildren can 
never finish it in this life.

I grew up believing the man 
was dead or has he resurrected? 
Ebuka also told me the man wishes 
to see me but I have no idea what 

I was going to say to him. I have a 
rich father and I was made to suf-
fer so much all these years? 

A date was fixed and Ebuka 
accompanied me to my father’s 
office. True to Ebuka’s words, my 
father was a billionaire so to speak. 
The moment I saw my dad, I saw 
exactly how I would look like in 
twenty years time. I am indeed a 
splitting image of my dad and as 
the saying goes, ‘blood is thicker 
than water’. My dad was almost 
in tears when he saw me and he 
told me he was never aware of my 
existence.  

According to him, “I was dat-
ing your mother when a good job 
offer came from the city and so 
I had to relocate. We wrote each 
other quite often but after a while, 
your mum stopped writing and I 
stopped too. I felt she had found 
someone else and I had to move 
on. No one ever told me about you, 
your mother did not even bother 
to tell me she was pregnant for me.” 

My dad insisted I follow him 
home that very day because he 
had informed his family of my 
coming. He said a meeting with 
the elders was necessary so the 
villagers will know I’m his son. So, 
he threw a big party in the village 
to that effect. He said a change of 
name was necessary; I had to drop 
the pseudo surname my mother 
gave me for “Igbokwe”

Another battle I had to deal 
with was getting my father’s wife 
and my half brothers and sisters to 
accept me.  They didn’t like me and 
never failed to show it. My father’s 
wife saw me as a threat, someone 
who wants to take his son’s birth-
right away from him and probably 
inherit all her husband’s wealth 
when death comes. 

On the other hand, my siblings 
felt I’ve come to reduce their ration 
but all I wanted was to belong to a 
family, to have a village to call my 
own at least. I have seen worse 
days; I know what it means to be 
hungry and starving. I was not 
concerned about their wealth 
because things were beginning to 
look up for my wife and me.

The hatred from my father’s 
wife and children was so much 
that he had to beg them to let me 
be. “This man has suffered all his 
life. How would you feel if you 
were in his shoes or went through 
what he had gone through? I won’t 
stop loving any of you less than 
I’ve done before Chinyeaka came 
into our lives,” my father pleaded.

My dad was proud of my aca-
demic pursuit and through his 
sponsorship I travelled abroad to 
further my education while my 
wife stayed behind to take care 
of our son. After my studies, I got 
a job as a lecturer in one of the 
Nigerian universities and rose to 
the position of the Dean of the 
Engineering department some 
years after my PhD. Lucy and I 
had two more children but this 
time, all girls.

Success they say has many 
friends. So, I was not taken aback 
when my mother started visit-
ing and instructing her children 
to spend some time with their 
brother. If I ended the way she 
envisaged, would she have been 
proud to call me her son today? 
I had every reason in life to be a 
‘nobody’ but I chose otherwise. If I 
can succeed against all these odds, 
you have no excuse not to excel in 
life. If life gives you lemons, please 
make lemonade. 

CHINWE AGBEZE

Abandoned & denied by my mother, 
but providence picked me up

ThisLife



I’m working out my destiny 
in the Lord- Umunna

W
hen many years ago 
he found himself in 
a part of Lagos State 
that is regarded as a 
slum, Bishop Leon-

ard Nwaoma Umunna never felt de-
jected because he knew the purpose 
of his calling and of his being there.

He says that when he received the 
call of God, he asked Him where he 
wanted him to carry out the assign-
ment in his life; that he wanted to be 
in some choice areas of Lagos, but God 
said, No, that he should go to Ajegun-
le and be of help to the people there. 
And, in obedience, he began a minis-
try in what could be described then as 
the remotest part of Ajegunle- Fasasi 
Street.

Not an easy decision
“When we came to Fasasi Street 

at Wilmer area, close to New Road, it 
was a den of robbers and all manner 
of crimes were committed there. This 
is because there were heaps of refuse 
as high as a storey building that dotted 
the street. The heaps had been there 
for many years. So, no security agent 
could go there once the criminals es-
caped into that place and nobody 
could pursue them because all man-
ner of things were done there. But that 
was the place God said I should carry 
out his business of winning souls” 
Umunna recollected during a chat 
with BDSUNDAY.

“Indeed, it was a tough decision 
having to live in an environment 
where hardened criminals ply their 
nefarious trade. It was a battle be-
tween light and darkness. Since I was 
convinced that God had sent me there, 
I knew it was a matter of time for the 
criminals to disappear. The scripture 
says darkness cannot comprehend the 
light; it was very tough at the initial 
stage because people dreaded coming 
to the Church and they were won-
dering why on earth I decided to site 
the church there in the first place,” he 
added.

Attack from hoodlums
“You know, when we came here, 

they saw us as a threat to their crimi-
nal activities. They would snatch peo-
ple’s bags and run into their den; so, 
at every time you would see people’s 
bags and personal effects litter the en-
tire space. So, they know that our com-
ing would affect their illicit trade so to 
say. They began to be hostile to us. I 
was attacked on several occasions. But 
we were not seeing them with the eye 
of hatred because we knew they were 
the reason God sent us to the area,” the 
Bishop volunteered.

The darkness disappears
The Bishop said that Fasasi Street 

is today a popular street in the entire 
Ajegunle and that it is now better 
known by many people as Bible Life 
Street or Avenue.

According to him, it has since been 
reclaimed from criminals and has be-
come a ‘Beautiful Gate’ so to speak. Not 
only that the hoodlums have since dis-
appeared, the area has opened up for 
people to live in and do their business 
without any form of molestation.

“It took a lot of courage for me to in-
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Bishop Leonard Nwaoma Umunna

sist on staying in the area. In the long 
run, we have been able to change the 
story of the area and the Ajegunle nar-
rative in general. When the govern-
ment in Ajeromi Ifelodun Local Gov-
ernment saw what we had been doing 
through self-effort, they began to show 
heavy presence. Before now, there was 
nothing like electricity in the area, no 
road, nothing, absolutely nothing; you 
wouldn’t be able to see anybody stand-
ing two poles away because of the high 
heaps of refuse and dirt all over the 
place; but today you could stand at the 
beginning of the street and see  some-
one at the other end,” he said.

Bible Life Church
Despite the threats from the crimi-

nals and their fight against worship-
pers, membership of the Church was 
growing every meeting day and the 
cleric attributes this to God’s abid-
ing grace. “When God says ‘Go’, if you 
obey, you will never regret it, he says, 
adding, “you know we are not just any 
other Church, we are a unique Church. 
God told me that he was sending me to 
preach to a neglected people and give 
them the assurance that He is with 
them. When God called me, I told him, 
I was ready to preach that message 
no other minister would be ready to 
preach and go where no other preach-
er would be willing to go”.

Continuing, he says, “I gave my all in 
answering the call. I had every reason 
to surrender my all to God because of 
the miracle that surrounded my child-
hood. Today, I can say that Bible Life 
Church Worldwide is moving from 
strength to strength. God has used 
the Church to give hope to millions of 
hopeless people even beyond Ajegun-
le, beyond Nigeria, as we now reach to 
the outside world with the undiluted 
word of God”.

 A rare membership
The Bishop sees members of the Bi-

ble Life Church as unique and a people 

who have the consciousness of heaven 
in their lives. Every year is better in 
Bible Life Church and members show 
incremental commitment every day of 
their lives.

“I must point out here however, 
that in this race, not everyone  will 
see things from the same perspective”, 
he reasons, explaining that there are 
some who have been with them, but 
today they have left for one reason 
or another. “But one thing with God is 
that he never lacks people to worship 
him in truth and in spirit”, he assures.

He believes that the messages God 
gives at Bible Life Church through his 
preaching are very wonderful to pre-
pare the people for that ultimate in-
heritance adding, “our hope is not here, 
but in that life where we shall be with 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; this 
is the hope of every Bible Life member 
and we are running with it”.

Beyond the pulpit
The Bishop told BDSUNDAY that 

every activity of the Church revolves 
around the pulpit. According to him, 
whatever the Church is doing in terms 
of community services, etc is aimed at 
harvesting souls for God and His King-
dom.

“When you talk about our activities 
beyond the pulpit, I want to say, in all 
modesty, that whatever we are doing 
on and outside the pulpit are geared 
towards winning souls for Jesus. To-
day, we have a hospital that takes care 
of the sick; we have schools and other 
establishments that help us to render 
services to not just our members, but 
also non-members. We offer scholar-
ships to children in the school and the 
hospital is there to take care of people 
also. Bible Life Church also reaches out 
to the needy in society. I can tell you 
that souls are won for Christ through 
all these avenues”, he says.

No one gave me chance to succeed
Sixty-two years ago yesterday, 

Bishop Leonard Umunna was born 
in Umuoma Okpofe in Itu, Ezinihitte 
Local Government Area of Imo State  
with a life-threatening ailment that 
nearly ruined his life but through di-
vine intervention, he was delivered.

“I was born vomiting multi-co-
loured substance and doctors battled 
for my survival. Again, early in life, I 
was paralysed from waist down which 
hindered me from going to school like 
my mates. Whenever my parents were 
going to the farm, they would put me 
inside a hole dug for me. My waist and 
legs would be inside while the upper 
part of my body would be outside. One 
day, I was listening to a melodious song 
played by someone around there and I 
began to dance.

“Suddenly, I crawled out of the hole 
and stood upright. I started to walk to 
the amazement of everybody. It was a 
miracle. Lest I forget, while I was being 
put inside that hole and without going 
to school, I was still helping my mates 
to do their homework. They would 
bring their books to me and I helped 
them to solve the problems. So, you 
can see that my life has some divine 
force behind it,” he asserted.

Destiny
“There are those who have de-

stroyed their destinies by their ac-
tions and inactions, but once you stay 
through and be guided by the word 
and spirit of God, you are sure to arrive 
safely. I have every reason to thank 
God for the gift of life despite several 
challenges to truncate my calling on 
earth. Every living being on earth 
must endeavour to work out their des-
tinies and believe in God for divine 
manifestation. Today, I can say by the 
special Grace of God I am working out 
my destiny in the Lord,” Umunna ex-
plained.

 Other achievements
Umunna is today the general over-

seer of Bible Life Church. He has au-
thored many intellectual and inspired 
books which are sold all over the world 
and he has over 16 music albums to his 
credit. Despite his poor background, 
the cleric is today a proud holder of 
Master’s in Education, Doctorate De-
gree in Divinity- GMF and Literature- 
USA; Fellow of the Chartered Insti-
tute of Public Administration, Fellow, 
Strategic Finance and Administrative 
Institute, Visiting Faculty London Col-
lege of Theology and, currently, Gen-
eral of GM chaplain and professor of 
Christian leadership.

He is into philanthropic activities 
through his Prof. Leonard Umunna 
Foundation, GOSEC and others. He is 
the chairman of a number of compa-
nies including Leonard Umunna Col-
lege, Extra Real Nursery and Primary 
School, Umunna Hospital, and Leon-
ard Umunna Theological University.

Umunna is a father of six children. 
He lost his beloved wife in 2011.

He is an educationist, public com-
mentator, televangelist, a prolific writ-
er, a music writer and singer. Umunna 
is endowed with divine wisdom that 
enables him to contribute intelligently 
such that he has something to say on 
virtually everything under the sun.



Banks growing interest in SMEs 
development, financing options

S
mall and Medium 
Scale Enterprises 
(SMEs) contribute to 
improved living stan-
dards, bring about 

substantial local capital for-
mation and achieve high level 
of productivity and capa-
bility. They have also been 
identified as a vehicle for 
employment generation and 
providing opportunities for 
entrepreneurial sourcing, 
training, development and 
empowerment. Developing 
nations such as Nigeria char-
acterised as low income earn-
ers by the World Bank, value 
SMEs for several reasons.

Nonetheless, Africa, over 
the past decade, has become 
the world’s most exciting 
economic frontier and offer-
ing hope to a new generation 
of accomplished and engaged 
youths. By 2035, the number 
of Africans joining the work-
ing age population will exceed 
that of the rest of the world 
combined, according to the 

International Monetary Fund 
(IMF).

But José Filomeno of the 
World Economic Forum iden-
tified the boom in small and 
medium-sized enterprises 
(SMEs) as the success story of 
the continent.

Today, these small and 
growing businesses create 
around 80 per cent of the 
region’s employment, estab-
lishing a new middle class 
and fuelling demand for new 
goods and services, Filomeno 
pointed out.

Even the IMF’s Regional 
Economic Outlook for Sub-
Saharan Africa had predicted 
that: “Over the next 20 years 
… sub-Saharan Africa will 
become the main source of 
new entrants in to the global 
labour force.” This is an emerg-
ing Africa that is absolutely 
determined to succeed. As a 
follow up to their bold com-
mitment to infrastructure 
investment, African govern-
ments have now turned to 

entrepreneurs to support fu-
ture growth.

However, in Nigeria, be-
cause of some challenges in 
the economy, a lot of SME 
operators in the country find 
it very difficult to effectively 
play their role. Some of these 
constraints have been identi-
fied to include competition, 
infrastructure, taxes, account-
ing, management, market-
ing, economic, planning and 
finance. In Nigeria, poor eco-
nomic conditions, which also 
implies poor finance and in-
adequate infrastructure, have 
been identified as the most 
crucial factors.

No doubt, access to finance 
at relatively cheap cost, is 
also one of the most crucial 
problems hindering SMEs to 
have significant contribution 
to national output in Nigeria.

Despite these challenges, 
financial institutions such as 
Skye Bank Plc have continued 
to support SMEs to flourish.

The Chief Executive Of-

ficer, Skye Bank, Timothy 
Oguntayo, explained that the 
bank has continued to organ-
ise various forms of training 
for SME operators as part of its 
contributions to the develop-
ment of the entrepreneurs in 
the country

Oguntayo described SMEs 
as an important sector as it 
provides more opportunities 
and employment than the 
mining, oil and gas sectors. 
Indeed, the sector can increase 
economic opportunities for 
those who have not been able 
to participate directly in large-
scale projects.

“Without doubt, the SMEs 
sector has the capacity to 
drive and encourage indig-
enous business and rural eco-
nomic development such that 
the whole country can be 
transformed to create produc-
tive economic activity for the 
people through which they 
earn their living and contrib-
ute to national development,” 
he said.

According to him, with 
over 32 million Nigerians 
involved in the sector, if prop-
erly developed, SMEs have 
the capacity to solve the un-
employment problem in the 
country.

SMEs constitute an im-
portant vehicle for national 
development as they have the 
capacity to integrate a large 
segment of the populace in 
productive economic activi-
ties.
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Adesola Adeduntan, First Bank MD Ifie Sekibo Heritage Bank MD Timothy Oguntayo, Skye Bank

The growing trend of deposit money banks interest in Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs), by way of 
training and designing financing option is a reflection of huge potential existing in the sub-sector, as SMEs 
contribute a much higher proportion to GDP than currently observed in Nigeria, writes Hope Moses-Ashike. 

SME footprints
Some of the bank’s foot-

prints in terms of support for 
SMEs over the years include 
providing funding for opera-
tors in the oil and gas industry, 
telecommunications confec-
tionery, foods and aviation 
sectors.

Skye Bank provided the 
bulk finance for a sub ma-
rine cable project executed 
by a Nigerian company, 
which was expected to lead 
to improved internet access 
and tele c ommunication 
services in the country. The 
bank was the lead bank/
fund arranger while two 
other financial institutions 
provided part funding for 
the project.

The bank also funded the 
establishment of the larg-
est confectionery company 
in Wes Africa. The funding 
covered both the cost of con-
struction of the factory, and 
working capital had helped 
the company to stand on its 
feet at that crucial and difficult 
part of its existence.

In the same vein, as part of 
its effort to boost local con-
tent in the nation’s oil and gas 
industry, Skye Bank last year 
increased the capability of 
one of the oil servicing com-
panies. The bank funded the 
acquisition of a multi-purpose 
support marine vessel that 
provides offshore support 
services to the Oil and Gas 
companies. 

G
overnor Okezie Ik-
peazu of Abia State 
has inaugurated the 
steering committee 

of the Abia State Automated 
Workforce Identity Verifica-
tion and Payroll Management 
system which is aimed aim 
at eliminating fraud and en-
hancing efficiency in payment 
of salaries of civil servants.

Inaugurating the commit-
tee at the Government House 
Umuahia, the governor noted 
that considering the fact that 
a huge chunk of government 
funds go into the payment 
of workers’ salaries, there 
was need to identify genuine 
workers and check ghost 
workers.

Ikpeazu said Abia workers 
constituted about only about 
5 percent of the entire Abia 
population, yet huge amount 
was being expended on sala-
ries alone, hence the need for 
the inauguration of the com-
mittee to ascertain genuine 
workers to save cost so that he 
would work for Abia people.

The governor observed 
that the ghost worker syn-
drome was a mere fluke, not-
ing that the so called ghosts 
were thieves who went about 
collecting salaries from one 
pay point to another.

Ghost worker syndrome: Ikpeazu inaugurates 
automated workforce ID management committee

The Ikpeazu, who said that 
ghost workers were identifi-
able, expressed the hope that 
the Zenith Bank which is part-
nering with the government 
in this business had the capac-
ity to tackle the problem and 
warned all criminally-minded 
workers to turn a new leaf or 
be ready to face the wrath of 
government.

He made public that he was 
passionate about the welfare 
of workers and that his ad-
ministration was working 
hard to create a new culture 
where workers and appoin-

tees of government should 
have loyalty to Abia State. 
According to him, he was 
confident that better days lay 
ahead for genuine workers, 
having known that incentives 
would bring out the best in 
workers.

Earlier, the Leader of the 
development partners and Re-
gional Manager of the Zenith 
bank, Gabriel Okenwa said 
the automated payroll system 
would eliminate ghost worker 
syndrome, engender efficient 
salary payment and entrench 
efficient and fraud-free pen-

sion payment administration 
as they would deploy identity 
cards with ATM and photo 
ID cards which would give 
the holders access to various 
government services.

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia
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F
or anyone that lives 
on the RCCG, Mowe, 
and Ibafo axis of Ogun 
State; the temporary 

reprieve brought by the Sena-
tor Amosu administration a 
few months down the line is 
fading out fast. The nightmare 
of spending needless hours on 
that road is becoming another 
tell tale. This avoidable situa-
tion that now takes a chunk of 
the citizens’ productive hours 
was temporarily arrested 
sometimes in the early days 
of this year when Governor 
Amosu of Ogun State carried 
out some palliative activities 
by covering up some of the 
very frightening gullies that 
were grinding traffic on the 
Expressway. This measure 
brought some prompt relief 
and the people breathed a sign 

of relief again. Like wax, this 
reprieve is gradually snow-
balling into an unprecedented 
nightmare.

The last Friday and the 
First Saturday of every month 
are ordinarily dreaded on 
that road. These are the days 
observed by the Redeemed 
Christian Church of God and 
the Mountain of Fire and 
Miracles Ministry for their 
monthly programmes of Holy 
Ghost Convention and Power 
Must Change Hands, respec-
tively. However, the dwellers 
of that axis have devised 
very successful strategies to 
mitigate the scotching effect 
of these two days by running 
out of their various endeav-
ours early enough on every 
last Friday waiting till about 
3pm every last Saturday be-

efficacious till the very hor-
rible portions of the Assesse-
Ibafo and Wawa-Long Bridge 
of the long stretch have now 
become very nightmarish and 
theatres of dastardly carnages 
and accidents.

In May this year; close to 
the Deeper Life Bible Church 
Camp, a tanker conveying 
Diesel skidded off the ex-
pressway and tumbled. The 
content was spilling off the 
tanker with unabated speed. 
This attracted the attention 
of some jobless youths who 
regularly mill around the var-
ious portions of the bad roads 
waiting to be engaged in one 
‘rescue mission’ or the other, 
rushed to the scene and start-
ed helping themselves with 
the content that was gushing 
out of the tanker which was 
now lying on its side. When 
this was clearly getting out of 
hands as the jostling was be-

coming a power game of wits 
and muscle; security agencies 
moved in to put the situation 
under control. The Federal 
Fire Service was promptly 
called in to be on standby 
while other agencies such as 
the Federal Road safety Corps, 
the Police and the Ogun State 
Traffic Corps were battling to 
arrest the situation. Just when 
it appeared that some level of 
sanity had returned as the 
scoopers were successfully 
warded off; from the blues, a 
Volkswagen passenger bus, 
popularly called Danfo broke 
through the wall of restraint 
mounted by the security 
agencies, ram into the Tanker 
and exploded. The entire 
place was engulfed in an in-
ferno. By the time the smoke 
abated, the whole place was 
littered with cheered bodies 
of persons burnt beyond rec-
ognition. Scenes similar to this 
have now become regular oc-
currences on this road. A few 
weeks ago, some semblance of 
the Contractor’s activities was 
noticed on the long bridge. 
Citizens were hopeful that 
work has resumed, this again 
vanished and the long stretch 
bridge has been left worse 
with the huge concrete slabs 
that have been abandoned on 
it by the contractor.

The fallout of this very 
appalling situation is that, 
those who reside on that axis 
and have the means have 
started picking up alterna-
tive accommodations within 
Lagos suburbs such as Ogba, 

Abule-Egba, Berger and the 
likes and have resorted to 
vacating their homes. This ac-
tion is fast debasing the value 
of property within this axis 
of Lagos-Ibadan Expressway 
which was already becoming 
a one-stop shop for affordable 
Housing Units and beehive of 
activities for Property Devel-
opers who were doing every-
thing possible to outdo one 
another in the market place.

There is need for urgent 
intervention and a perma-
nent solution to this very ugly 
trend. Valuable manpower 
is lost on carnages daily. Pro-
ductive time is wasted on 
avoidable traffic gridlock. The 
economy is ultimately worse 
for it. If the people must feel 
the presence of governance; 
strategic facilities like the 
Lagos-Ibadan Expressway 
should not be allowed to 
degenerate to the sorry state 
it is now. Government must 
be proactive.

 

NB and the Beer 
factor in Human 
Nutrition

With 
Ayo Oyoze Baje

M
o s t  i n d u s t r y 
watchers are of 
the opinion that 
the brewery gi-

ant, Nigerian Breweries Plc, 
took a gamble, but a wise one 
at that, when it decided back 
in 2014 to begin an annual 
Beer Symposium. The aim 
of course, is to draw public 
attention to the nutritional 
and socio-economic benefits 
inherent in the consumption 
of beer.

Beer? You may have asked, 
or even cringe at the very 
thought of it, especially if you 
count yourself amongst the 
puritans or religious fanatics. 
But it would interest those 

who may have considered it 
a taboo that with an alcohol 
content of between 4 and 6 
percent beer cannot be con-
sidered a “strong drink”.

Indeed, as it came to the 
fore during that first-ever 
Nigerian Breweries Beer and 
Health Symposium in Nigeria 
two years ago, even the World 
Health Organisation, WHO, 
recommends two and a half 
bottles per day when taken 
in moderation. That is the key 
word- moderation. On its part, 
the British Nutrition Society, 
BNS recommends two pints 
of lager beer per day.

 Historical perspective
Experts’ position on beer 

and human health has since 
debunked some of the most 
common myths and miscon-
ceptions about this 7,000 year-
old drink. Beer, which began 
in ancient times as a drink 
made from soaking bread in 
water and allowing it to fer-
ment has for centuries been 
manufactured from water, 
barley, yeast and hops. Inter-
estingly, these four ingredients 
produce an astonishing array 
of other chemicals after the 
fermentation process. Lager 
beer boasts of carbohydrates 
such as dextrose sugar and 
polysaccharides in addition 
to essential amino acids that 
make up the protein content. 
That is, according to Prof. Tola 
Atinmo, a world-renowned 
nutritionist of the University 
of Ibadan.

There are also vitamins 
such folate, folic acid, ribofla-
vin, panthothenic acid, ascor-
bic acid (Vitamin C), Vitamin 
B6, pyridoxine, niacin and 
thiamine. Minerals found 
in beer include potassium, 
phosphorous, magnesium 
and iodine. Good enough, it 
is rich in health-giving fibre 
(0.72) comparing favourably 
with other beverages while it 
is blessed with cell-protecting 
anti-oxidants as we have in 
fruit juices and tea. There 
are also iso-humolones, poly-
phenols and flavonoids, all of 
which contribute to human 
health.

What more, because of 

its lower calorific value than 
other alcoholic beverages, it 
provides positive energy bal-
ance. The popular ‘beer belly’ 
claim has also been debunked 
by Dr. Kathryn O ‘Sullivan, a 
public health nutritionist from 
the United Kingdom(U.K.) as 
moderate consumption of beer 
does not lead to weight gain or 
cause a pot belly.

Safest water
According to Dr. Charles 

Bamfort of the University of 
California, U.S.  beer provides 
the safest source of water to 
drink because of the boiling 
process which takes adequate 
care of the disease-causing 
micro-organisms.

Beer and calories
On the raging controversy 

over beer and calories, beer 
has been shown to have less 
calories than wine. For in-
stance, while a 33ml bottle 
of lager beer with less than 4 
percent alcohol content has 
112 calories, a 175 ml glass of 
red wine with over 13 percent 
alcohol boasts of 139 calories. 
And a 175 ml glass of white 
wine with 11.8 percent alcohol 
content has 130 calories.

Against High Blood Pres-
sure, Diabetes and Colon Can-
cer

On a general note, beer 
boosts the body’s immunity 
against diseases according to 
Oregon Health and Science 
University. It reduces choles-
terol level as scientists from 
Harvard University, U.S. have 

shown that drinking of beer 
lowers High Blood Pressure, 
HBP because it reduces cho-
lesterol level. It also prevents 
blood clotting.

Similarly, Italian research-
ers have proved that it lowers 
the risk of heart disease by 
42 percent compared to that 
of non-drinkers. This is all 
because lager beer is rich in 
polyphenols and flavonoids. 
Specifically, from researches 
there was 31 percent reduc-
tion in heart disease risk as-
sociated with daily pint of beer 
(Constanzo et al, 2011). Also, 
there was 14 percent lower 
risk of hypertension found 
in 80,000 U.S women who 
consumed beer moderately 
as compared to non-drinkers 
of beer (Thadham et al,2002). 
Besides, it reduces the risk of 
colon cancer for those who 
love eating suya while drink-
ing their beer along.

On diabetes, Finland Re-
searchers indicate that it re-
duces the risk of kidney dis-
ease by 40 percent. It lowers 
the risk of Type-2 diabetes 
because it increases insulin 
sensitivity and it is diuretic, 
as it flushes out salt from the 
system. It reduces the risk of 
developing kidney stones or 
gall stones according to Dr. 
Olu Malomo, who is the Acting 
Head of Department of Food 
Technology and Associate 
Professor of Food Technology, 
Bells University of Technology, 
Ota, Ogun State.

Research conducted in the 
U.S involving 38,000 men re-
vealed that those who rarely 
drank beer had a 25 percent 
reduction in the risk of Type-2 
diabetes after a four-year pe-
riod of consuming 1-2 bottles 
of beer per day (Joosten,2010)

Blood health and Stress 
buster

Beer has been shown to 
increase high density lipo-
protein, HDL and decreases 
thrombosis. While it reduces 
fibrinogen, it increases fibrino-
lysis and reduces artery spasm 
from stress. By and large, it 
increases coronary blood flow. 
Little wonder that a glass of 
cold beer after a hard day’s 
work calms the nerves.

‘I am strong and smart at 60 
and can see clearly now!’

Canadian scientists have 
shown through research that 
moderate consumption of 
beer makes people see clearer 
because of the presence of an-
ti-oxidants. It enhances bone 
health, increasing and pro-
tecting bone mineral density 
(Tucker et al, 2001) because 
of the presence of silicon, 
especially for those who are 
aging gracefully. This set of 
people hardly suffers from 
rheumatoid arthritis.

For old people it increases 
longevity (Simons et al,2000) 
and gives them more retentive 
memory or better cognitive 
functions( Dufour et al,1998).

fore leaving for their various 
engagements every last Sat-
urday. As inconveniencing 
as this is; the measures looked 

 Baje is Nigerian first Food 
Technologist in the media
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Naira gains as CBN 
boosts dollar supplies

Nigeria’s naira strength-
ened against the dollar, 
heading for its first gain 
since starting to trade 

without a peg three days ago, as the 
central bank sought to stabilize the 
market by selling dollars.

The naira rose 0.7 percent to 
282.5 per dollar by 5 p.m. in Lagos, 
the commercial capital of Africa’s 
largest economy, after earlier drop-
ping as much as 0.5 percent.

The regulator has intervened in 
the market by selling foreign ex-
change since it ended the currency’s 
16-month fix of 197-199 per dollar 
on Monday. It sold $4 billion in the 
spot and forwards markets that day 
to clear a backlog of demand for 
hard currency, and followed that 
with about $100 million of sales on 
the spot market on Tuesday.

“The market expects the central 
bank to continue to intervene on 
a daily basis for now as it is easily 
the only source of dollar supplies,” 
Sewa Wusu, head of research at SCM 
Capital Ltd., said by phone from 
Lagos. “Foreign direct investment 
and portfolio flows are yet to start 
flowing in as investors wait on the 
sidelines to watch for liquidity, price 
discovery and stability.”

As the faceoff between Stanbic IBTC and the Financial Reporting Council continues to fester, ZEBULON 
AGOMUO, in this piece, examines the interplay of regulation, investment decisions and economic growth

OPEC says its oil
revenue plunges $438bn 
to 10-year low

OPEC said its oil revenue 
plunged by $438 billion to a 
10-year low last year, as an 
increase in export volumes 

failed to compensate for the collapse 
in prices.

The Organization of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries earned $518.2 
billion in 2015 from the sale of crude 
and refined fuels, the lowest figure 
since 2005, the group’s Vienna-based 
secretariat said in its Annual Statisti-
cal Bulletin. It boosted exports by 
1.7 percent to 23.6 million barrels a 
day, maintaining its share of global 
markets, as Iraq increased output and 
Saudi Arabia pressed on with a policy 
to squeeze rivals.

Oil futures tumbled by 35 percent 
last year as U.S. crude production held 
up despite the Saudi-led strategy to 
pressure OPEC’s competitors with 
lower prices. Crude has since recov-
ered, rising almost 90 percent in Lon-
don from the lows reached in January; 
as U.S. output retreats and disruptions 
from Canada to Nigeria help whittle 
away a global surplus.

The organization’s exports in-
creased by an average of 400,000 bar-
rels a day in 2015, raising its share of 
global production for the first time in 
four years, by 0.2 percentage points to 
43 percent. Still, that wasn’t enough 
to compensate for the price rout. As a 
result of the lost revenue, OPEC nations 
recorded their first current account 
deficit since 1998, at $99.6 billion, com-
pared with a surplus in 2014 of $238.1 
billion, according to the report.

T
he joy of investing in 
equities or any asset is 
the expectation of good 
returns. For quoted enti-
ties, investors get returns 

in form of dividend payout by 
companies, bonus scripts or capital 
appreciation.

However, it takes shrewd invest-
ment in quality stocks to make the 
desired returns. Thus, before invest-
ing, the smart investor considers 
a number of factors. The most im-
portant of these is the quality of the 
stock, in terms of management of 
the company, its market share, cash-
flow situation, product quality, stock 
pricing, leveraged status, among 
other considerations, all of which 
form the company’s fundamentals.

To assess a company’s funda-
mentals, an investor needs to anal-
yse its balance sheets or financial 
reports. A report shows the state of 
health of a business. Without the 
reports, investing in such businesses 
is akin to driving blindfolded, a very 
dangerous activity to engage in. The 
fundamentals equally guide inves-
tors to make informed decisions as 
to whether to hold or sell a stock.

Considering the current eco-
nomic and fiscal uncertainties, 
shareholders have continued to 
take stock and streamline their 
portfolios for efficiency and better 
returns. In the case of Stanbic IBTC, 
however, making an informed deci-
sion is proving difficult due to the 
non-release of the company’s 2015 
results, a fallout of the disagreement 
between it and the Financial Re-
porting Council of Nigeria (FRCN).

Worried investors continue to 
ask how much longer the disagree-
ment will continue: a month, two 
or perhaps longer? It is really hard 
to tell. But truth be told, sharehold-
ers in the financial institution and 
other stakeholders are beginning 
to lose patience as the problem 
has dragged on for almost a year 
now and no solution appears to be 
in sight.

By regulation, Stanbic IBTC’s 
financials ought to have been re-
leased; the timeframe for quoted 
entities is three months after the end 
of a financial year. In effect, Stanbic 
IBTC should have submitted its 
annual report to the NSE in March 
2016. The financial institution could 
not and had on March 24, 2016 
written to inform the NSE of the 
reporting challenges it was having 
with the FRC on the report, and then 
asked for a two-month grace period, 
which it was granted. Unfortunately, 
on May 27, 2016, Stanbic IBTC sent 
a letter to the Nigerian Stock Ex-
change to the effect that it still could 
not release its audited report for the 
2015 financial year.

 Recall that Stanbic IBTC has a 
subsisting suit against FRCN on the 
propriety or otherwise of its 2013 

Investors’ agony and economic growth

and 2014 financial statements. The 
supposed misstatement of the two 
reports led to FRC sanctions. But a 
court asked that FRC stays action. 
The court injunctions restrained 
FRC from “interfering with or hin-
dering or impeding” the operations 
of Stanbic IBTC.

Since 2014, the matter has re-
mained unresolved and has con-
tinued in court, despite several 
attempts to sort it out.

 Observers have expressed con-
cern that the issue has continued 
to fester at this time when the Mu-
hammadu Buhari administration 
is trying to ramp up its goodwill 
among local and foreign investors. 
A year into his presidency, President 
Buhari has travelled abroad more 
than 20 times, going from the Far 
East, Middle East, to Europe, the 
Americas and around Africa, try-
ing to sell the Nigerian dream to 
investors.

Analysts also point out that 
issues such as the one between 
Stanbic IBTC and FRC can easily 
dampen enthusiasm and throw off 
investors.

“It has reached the point where 
well meaning Nigerians, both in 
government and outside govern-
ment must step in to put an end to it. 
Their intervention will be welcomed 
by shareholders, no doubt. MTN, 
Guinness Nigeria, and the Nigerian 
Bottling Company all had run-ins 
with regulators—NCC, NAFDAC 
and CPC.

“Well  meaning Nigerians 
pitched in to help in resolving the is-
sues. These regulators were shrewd 

enough to put public good ahead 
of any personal agenda by embrac-
ing constructive engagements to 
resolve the problems. Except for 
MTN, others have been resolved 
amicably,” an expert who craved 
anonymity, said.

 According to the expert, “know-
ing how slow court processes could 
sometimes be, a final court decision 
may not be reached this year. If 
the case drags on, Stanbic IBTC 
may be prevented from releasing 
its financial positions this year 
(2015 annual report and quarterly 
reports). As things are, 2015 result 
is outstanding and Q1 2016 will 
soon fall due. This would affect 
the business in several ways, one 
of which is the likelihood that 
fresh investments may be threat-
ened, making expansion impos-
sible and job losses a possibility.”

Shareholders are equally wor-
ried over the negative impact 
the altercation will have on their 
investments. At the height of the 
disagreement last year, one of 
the leading shareholder-groups 
in the country, the Progressive 
Shareholders Association of Ni-
geria, led by Boniface Okezie, its 
president,  had urged govern-
ment to look into the activities of 
FRC to forestall more damage to 
the operations of Stanbic IBTC 
and the larger economy.

Okezie had said that the group 
was “shocked and disappointed 
that a government parastatal 
would be reckless and tactless 
in its dealings with a respected 
corporate body,” even as he la-

mented that “we have recorded 
losses in our share price”, on ac-
count of the FRC action.

One way or another, this is-
sue will eventually be resolved. 
Talking about the likely outcome, 
many argue that, if at the end 
Stanbic IBTC getts judgment, the 
unreleased results would have 
affected shareholders in their in-
vestment decisions. The possibil-
ity of lawsuits against the agency 
by aggrieved shareholders is 
high, putting further pressure on 
government income. Even if the 
agency gets judgment, it would 
have caused more damage than 
the sanctions in contention, they 
say.

Some observers say that when 
misunderstandings occur in re-
lationships, what is paramount 
is resolution through robust 
engagements. The alternative is 
to destroy such relationship. The 
economy can ill-afford the al-
ternative. Stanbic IBTC employs 
thousands of Nigerians, directly 
and indirectly, and contributes 
billions of naira yearly in taxes 
to government revenue. It is one 
of the few financial institutions 
that have not carried out mass 
retrenchment in this period. 
If this government really cares 
about business growth, indepen-
dent observers have said, then it is 
time the minister of Industry, Trade 
and Investment, FRC’s supervis-
ing ministry, the CBN and other 
well intentioned institutions and 
individuals waded in to resolve this 
festering problem.
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Lies of condemnation                               
T

here are many ques-
tions that border 
around the word 
CONDEMNATION.

What is condemnation? 
Why do we feel condemned? 
Is condemnation real or false? 
Whose right is it to condemn 
if there is anything like that?

There are not too many 
things man suffers from that 
deeply affect his relationship 
with God and make life drab. 
Condemnation has been and 

will always be a force to con-
tend against all the days of 
our lives.

What makes condemna-
tion a force to be reckoned 
with is not an inherent power 
it has.

What makes condemna-
tion a force is our ignorance 
of what condemnation is. 
For so long there has been 
misappropriation of ideals, 
misinformation of who has 
power to do what in this 

area. There are lies we have 
believed all our lives to be 
true but are not. One of such 
is Condemnation. Condemna-
tion can simply be defined as 
loss of joy, peace, enthusiasm 
as a result of what we didn’t do 
well which was commanded 
by God or rules put in place 
by man. The side effect of it 
makes us lose interest in what 
should be important to us, we 
lose focus, we become fearful 
and disinterested in the affairs 

With Debo Atiba
Website; www.spiritonomics.org

Spiritonomics

Beginning  f rom 
where we stopped 
last week, some of 
the fastest growing 

small business opportunities 
in Nigeria at the moment 
are - transportation sector - 
inland water wау transport: 
Inland water way transport 
is one of the fastest grow-
ing business opportunities 
in Nigeria. In fact, I believe 
the niche is ѕtill untapped 
because I am yet to see a 
modern commercial boat or 
ferry service system in Ni-
geria. Though there are few 
operators in this industry; 
I am yet to see the modern 
facilities being used by the 
developed countries.

Another reason inland 
water way transport busi-
ness proves viable is because 
population in states such as 
Lagos, Ogun State, Ondo 
State, Bayelsa and Rivers is 
rapidly on the rise thereby 
resulting in the congestion 
of roads. Since the roads 
are becoming are becoming  
heavily congested; the next 
means of transportation the 
inhabitants of these   heavily 
populated states will resort 
to is water transport. With 
proper planning, a good man-
agement team and adequate 
funding, you can break into 
this untapped industry and 
carve a niche for your busi-
ness.

 Haulage and logistics: 
Haulage and logistics is an-
other fast-growing busi-

ness opportunity in Nige-
ria. Though it’s considered 
a risky business; you can 
breakthrough if you have a 
strategic business manage-
ment team on ground. Good 
management is the key to 
surviving in the business of 
haulage and logistics, as well 
as in any other.

 Outsourced bus service: 
This is similar tо haulage 
and logistics but the cargo 
in this case is humans. I am 
not talking about the regular 
road transport bus service; in 
fact, I don’t think I have seen 
a similar business idea being 
utilised by anyone around.

In this case, you are pro-
viding transportation ser-
vices to firms and corporate 
entities. Some corporate 
organizations can’t afford 
an in-house transport system 
for itѕ executives and staff, 
so this is where you come 
in. You provide the cars or 
buses, provide drivers and 
you are paid on a monthly 
basis or contract basis for 
the use of your transport 
services

Another area of target is 
schools. Most schools would 
like to provide transport fa-
cilities for their students but 
they can’t afford it and this is 
where you come in. You pro-
vide a bus service system and 
send out a proposal to schools 
to use your bus services. 
Imagine 20 or more young 
schools jointly using your 
student bus service system 

and you will see the sense in 
this idea.

 Information and Com-
munication Technology: 
When it comes to ICT, I 
will say Nigeria is lagging 
behind when compared to the 
western world. It may sound 
like bad news to you but to 
entrepreneurs and investors, 
it is good news. ICT is ѕtill 
an emerging trend that hasn’t 
reached its peak so a lot of 
opportunities exist for both 
local and capital intensive 
business opportunities that 
exist in the ICT sector; rather, 
I will stick with small and 
medium scale business op-
portunities.

 E-Services: Juѕt as the 
world is going e-crazy; ѕo 
also is Nigeria catching up 
with the trend. E-services 
provision is ѕtill a virgin 
business opportunity that 
hasn’t fullу been tapped. Un-
der the umbrella of provid-
ing e-services; you can find 
the following fast growing 
business opportunities: E-
payment, bulk Sms services, 
web design and hosting, 
database management ser-
vices, e-portal management, 
e- commerce, e-learning, etc.

Next week, we shall be 
revealing more, as well as 
bringing to conclusion more 
of these rare business oppor-
tunities in our environment. 
Send an SMS, or contact 
me on WhatsApp for more 
details and training oppor-
tunities.

of life which is the original 
intention.

We wander away from 
God because we agreed with 
condemnation that we are 
unworthy to stand before a 
Holy God, there is a feeling of 
unworthiness, helplessness, 
hopelessness.

Every time we get this 
low in our lives the enemy 
has achieved his purpose. 
We have become defeated, 
victims brought about by 
ignorance. 

The bible says “a merry 
heart doeth good like medi-
cine...” it also says that a man 
with a broken spirit is like a 
city without a wall- vulner-
able, susceptible to all forms 
of attack. There is no other 
way the enemy can achieve 
this other than goading us 
through this path of condem-
nation, because he knows 
when we take the bait we 
are his.

Now to answer what 

condemnation is NOT! Con-
demnation is not from God. 
God does not condemn. Je-
sus said the reason why the 
father sent him was not to 
condemn the world but that 
through Him the world might 
be saved. The Book of Romans 
says “therefore there is no 
longer condemnation to those 
who are in Christ Jesus...” This 
spells it out clearly that con-
demnation does not emanate 
from God. Are you sure? Why 
then do I feel condemned by 
God? 

That was what you were 
made to believe. The enemy, 
the devil surreptitiously took 
the place of God and made 
you believe that God was 
responsible for the condem-
nation you feel in your heart. 
Never forget devil’s area of 
strength is deceit. He does it 
so well that the whole world 
got deceived, so he lived up to 
his calling. The only person 
that has power to condemn 

is Jesus, and instead of Him 
condemning us he justified us. 
No other being has the right to 
condemn other than the only 
begotten of the Father full of 
Grace and Truth.

So now who is  c on-
demned? Now you can fill 
in the gap...The devil! Con-
demned for life and eternity.

If for whatever reason 
you missed it in your walk 
with God or in your walk of 
Faith, all you need to do is 
run towards God not from 
God to confess your misdeeds. 
Receive forgiveness and move 
on as though it never hap-
pened. Let the devil know that 
you have caught up with his 
lies and that you can no longer 
be deceived, tell him to go 
and serve his jail term. Laugh 
in the face of condemnation 
and reject it. Whosoever the 
son has set free is free indeed. 
Remember God loves you 
unconditionally.

Cheers!!!
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There are two sets of 
people living in the 
world today; those 
who are succeeding 

and those who are surviv-
ing. Those who are surviving 
merely exist for food, clothing 
and shelter, their selfish mo-
tives and ambitions. While 
those who are succeeding are 
striving towards the accom-
plishment of a definite dream 
and vision set in the right di-
rection, not just for them, and 
their family, but for humanity 
in general.

To move from survival to 
success, these four basics are 
critical: Mental Realignment; 
A dream; Value for people; 
Momentum.

 Mental realignment
God gave us a mind so that 

we can think. Our output in life 
is dependent on our thought 
life. A thoughtless man is a 
fruitless man. Every product 
or action is a reflection of 
what transpired in the internal 
thought dynamics of a person. 
We are daily inundated with 
events in our environments 
that provoke our minds to 
think. We think about our-
selves, family, business, and 
ministry, events in our coun-
try, jobs, and relationships. 
Thoughts on these things most 
times impact negatively on our 
psyche and makes the word 
‘success’ look like an impos-
sible feat to achieve. We need 
to train our minds to think be-
yond the limitations imposed 
on our psyche by our family 
background, environments, 
and personal inadequacies. We 
get from God what we think 

or ask for. “Now unto him 
that is able to do exceedingly 
abundantly above all that we 
ask or think…” (Ephesians 
3:20). Success comes when 
a person’s mind has been so 
revolutionised and deployed 
effectively to think without 
limits in pursuit of a dream. 
Think beyond your limitations.

 You must have a dream
A dream is a mental picture 

or impression about what you 
want to become, achieve or 
be in the future. Sharon Hull 
says, “a dream is the seed of 
possibility planted in the soul 
of a human being, which calls 
him to pursue a unique path to 
the realisation of his purpose.” 
A dream is a compass of un-
limited possibilities. It defines 
the uniqueness of your being 
and the purposefulness of 
your existence. It is a paradox 
to attempt to succeed without 
a dream. You can live an ex-
traordinary life with ‘just’ an 
‘ordinary’ dream. When your 
dream becomes your profes-
sion, success and fulfillment 
becomes inevitable. Don’t 
aim at living comfortably; 
aim at living out your dream. 
No matter how lowly, hated, 
despised, poor, uneducated, 
racially discriminated, gender-
discriminated or physically 
challenged you may be, it can-
not prevent you from having 
a dream if you want to. If a 
dream will not add value to 
your life and that of others, 
don’t dream it. You are not 
a success until your dream 
impacts positively on others.

You and others
While you need others 

to succeed, you should also 
recognise that others equally 
need you to succeed. The 
way you value other people 
who are created in the image 
and likeness of God deter-
mines the way you will be 
valued by God. When people 
help you to rise to the top, 
you should also create op-
portunity for them to come 
up. By so doing, you will 
attract helpers for your next 
level. You cannot improve 
your position or future by 
holding other people down. 
You cannot hold others down 
without staying down. An 
Igbo adage says, “A person 
who is holding another per-
son on the ground is holding 
himself on the ground also.”

Keep the momentum
One of the things you must 

do to become successful is 
to find a way to overcome 
your stagnancy. Stagnancy 
and success are incompatible. 
John Maxwell, an American 
author and speaker, says, “Suc-
cess is the positive result of a 
steady forward movement.” 
To succeed in life, you must 
keep your momentum. A step 
forward brings you closer to 
success. Overcome your fear 
of uncertainty, fear of failure, 
your doubts, insecurity, and 
indecision. William Arthur 
Wood says, “There is no se-
curity on this earth, there is 
only opportunity.” When you 
take a step, you step into op-
portunities. When you make a 
move, you move into success. 
If you want your fire to burn 
and glow, you must light it by 
yourself.
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Admiralty Heights: Exclusive 
lifestyle in elevated luxury  

T
he growing 
sophistica-
tion of the 
Nigerian elite, 
especially 

among the middle class, 
is increasingly im-
pacting on real estate, 
particularly residential 
developments, where 
developers make state-
ments about class, 
taste, lifestyle, luxury 
living, etc with brick 
and mortar.

The luxury that 
comes with these de-
velopments, however, 
comes at great cost 
but for those who can 
afford that luxury, the 
cost is only secondary. 
“Developers have an 
obligation to ensure 
that luxury and true 
quality meet price. The 
truth is, every inves-

CHUKA UROKO

in-class facilities and 
features makes it a 
compelling product for 
high net-worth indi-
viduals and up market 
leasing and marketing 
agents,” says the devel-
oper.

The development is 
in close proximity to 
leading schools, 5-star 
hotels and restau-
rants, hospitals and 
pharmacies, financial 
institutions, shopping 
malls and comes with a 
private jetty for those 
who enjoy being on 
the sea and participat-
ing in water-based 
recreational activities 
like jet skiing and boat 
regattas.

It parades special 
features such as fully 
equipped gym, health 
spa, fully-fitted kitch-
ens, swimming pool, 
digital surveillance 
system, high speed 
internet connectiv-
ity, sufficient parking 
space, service quarters 
and lots more. Con-
struction is upbeat on 
the development and 
that will be completed 
by the first quarter of 
2016.
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tor or buyer is looking 
for two things- quality 
and value. And really, 
gone are the days when 
‘monkey dey work and 
baboon dey chop’”, says 
Sijibumi Ogundele, 
the MD/CEO, Sujimoto 
Construction Limited.

Some luxury devel-
opments come with 
price tags that make 
the head quake which 
is why it is said that 
houses in Nigeria are 
over-priced.  Ogundele 
agrees, but argues that 
if developers have to 
over-price their prod-
ucts, the quality of the 
product must, of neces-
sity, meet the price 
demanded.

Though not as 
strong as what obtains 
at the low income mar-
ket, there is demand 
for luxury houses in 
Nigeria and Ogundele 

recalls that about 12 
years ago, $360 million 
left Nigeria for the two 
real estate destinations- 
the UAE and UK which 
are havens for luxury 
domes and skyscrapers.

Advancement in 
architecture and build-
ing technology has 
given rise to luxury 
developments and this 
explains the emergence 
of signature buildings 
that dot the highbrow 
neighbourhoods in 
major cities of Nigeria, 
especially Lagos and 
Abuja where demand 
for these houses is high 
and also effective.

One of such build-
ings is Admiralty 
Heights- an architec-
tural masterpiece de-
veloped by Five Cowrie 
Creek Condominiums 
Limited with a promise 
to redefine luxury and 

lifestyle in residential 
real estate develop-
ment in Lagos.

Nestled in the 
serene, low density 
area of Lekki Phase 
1, Admiralty Heights 
is a unique develop-
ment, offering 10 units 
of 4-bedroom luxury 
apartments; four units 
of 4-bedroom patio 
houses; and two units 
of 4-bedroom pent 
houses.

The location of this 
development, accord-
ing to the promoters, 
is strategic, explain-
ing that unlike before, 
Lekki is becoming one 
of the fastest growing 
residential districts in 
Lagos with an increas-
ing number of develop-
ments and an equally 
increasing number 
of middle class home 
buyers.

Lekki Phase 1, for 
instance, is today one of 
the most desirable ad-
dresses and is home to 
lots of families of young 
professionals for a num-
ber of reasons includ-
ing its proximity to the 
commercial nerve of 
the city, improved roads 
infrastructure, the new 
Ikoyi Link Bridge, major 
retail, commercial, hos-
pitality and recreational 
activities.

Located in the low 
density area of this ex-
clusive neighbourhood, 
Admiralty Heights 
assures on good qual-
ity construction and 
finishes. “We are quite 
excited about this de-
velopment. You know 
in real estate location 
is everything and the 
exclusive location of 
Admiralty Heights 
coupled with its best-
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Mixed reactions trail Brexit as analyst 
urges Nigeria to quit ECOWAS 

M
ixed reactions 
have trailed 
Thurs day’s 
referendum, 
which voted 

for the United Kingdom (UK) 
to leave the European Union 
(EU). 

While some Nigerians 
describe the development 
as tragic and unfortunate, 
other commentators believe 
it is high time Nigeria exited 
from the Economic Commu-
nity of West African States 
(ECOWAS). 

In a landmark referen-
dum, 51.9percent (17,410,742) 
voted for UK to leave the 
EU as against 48.1percent 
(16,141,241) who voted for 
Nigeria’s colonial masters to 
remain.  

In a chat with BDSUNDAY, 
some analysts expressed di-
vergent opinions about the 
outcome of the referendum. 

Clement Nwankwo, execu-
tive director, Policy and Legal 
Advocacy Centre (PLAC), said 
the implication will be far-
reaching as it will “increase 
the level of international iso-
lation”. 

He added: “It’s a sad de-
velopment for multinational 
cooperation.”  

The votes, Nwankwo ex-
plained, reflected the will of 
the majority and that the elec-
toral system had no control 
over the way people voted. 

“I feel it creates a lot of iso-
lation and people around 
the world will feel that their 
nationalistic pursuit may feel 

encouraged to begin to pursue 
it in a way that creates more 
division around the world”, 
he said.  

Explaining the implication 
for Nigeria and Nigerians, 
an Abuja-based legal practi-
tioner, Kayode Ajulo, stated 
that with this exit, Nigerians 
will now require two visas to 
travel to EU and UK, respec-
tively. 

According to him, Nigerians 
with pounds will record huge 
financial losses due to lost in 
the value of the currency, oc-
casioned by UK’s exit from EU. 

He also pointed out that 
Nigerians with dual citizen-
ship with UK will also require 
visa to travel to other EU 
countries. 

As the new militant group, 
Niger Delta Avengers has de-

manded for a sovereign state, 
Ajulo argued that the Brexit 
will spur more pro-Biafran 
agitation and their calls for 
succession.  

“It will lead to more agita-
tion against united Nigeria 
as it will give voice to ethnic 
determination by agitators”, 
he said.

Also, a development consul-
tant Lade Omojuwa believes it 
is high time Nigeria reviewed 
its status and exited the Eco-
nomic Community of West 
African States (ECOWAS). 

To him, the concept of Af-
rica as the centrepiece of Nige-
ria’s foreign policy is no longer 
fashionable in view of current 
realities. 

He asked rhetorically: “If 
UK leaves EU, does it mean the 
world is going to collapse? As-

A 
new online Televi-
sion by Stronger 
Vessels Network is 
set to provide suc-

cour to women seeking lib-
eration, empowerment, and 
transformation by helping 
them navigate through a dif-
ficult life transition.

The platform, which is 
called ‘More than a woman,’ 
will particularly reach out to 
women from all walks of life, 
who are enduring a difficult 
phase or have been through 
a painful experience.

Founder and host of the 
initiative, Dolamu Badejo, 
speaking in Lagos at the 
launch of the platform and 
unveil of a transformational 
book titled “The Journey To 
Your Personal Transforma-
tion: Your Own Workbook”, 
said the platform would fea-
ture programmes including 

live broadcast interviews, 
talk shows, workshops, coun-
seling and makeover sessions 
that would support women to 
contribute meaningfully to 
national development.

According to her, the book 
takes people on an experien-
tial journey toward becoming 
better by following simple 
steps, and more importantly 
working out their own ‘sal-
vation’.

“We believe strongly that 
women play a very crucial 
role in the development of 
any nation. Hence, we thrive 
on the philosophy that a 
woman empowered is by 
extension a community liber-
ated,” she said.

Badejo said: “We would 
give you a voice, ease the 
burden, offer you the sup-
port and love that you need, 
and introduce you to a 
healthy and successful fam-
ily of victors. We would also 
encourage you through a 

New online TV raises hope for women’s empowerment
transformation process and 
help you live the better ver-
sion of yourself. No matter 
your present circumstance, 
we want for you to get the 
best out of life and live your 
truth.”

According to her, the plat-
form will also treat real issues 
plaguing women of inter-
est, release transformational 
documentaries, engage in 
mastermind trips and classes.

“What we need is for many 

women to join and support 
our community and growing 
network. This is possible. Our 
desire is that you join us to-
day and set yourself quickly 
on your transformational 
journey to self,” she added.

Unveiling a short film to 
echo the transformational 
story of a young woman, 
who was battling her biggest 
enemy; herself but eventu-
ally lost 

her mind, became lonely, 
encountered threatening 
health issues and attempted 
suicide, the organisation dis-
closed that the film would 
be accessible online to the 
general public at a later date 
to be announced on its social 
media platforms.

 The foreword of the book 
was written by Eva Alordiah, 
a musician, who is also an 
author, while the afterword 
was written by founder and 
publisher of Africa Oil+Gas 
Report, Toyin Akinosho

IFEOMA OKEKE

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE, Abuja 

suming that UK did not join in 
the first instance, does it mean 
the world is going to collapse? 
We should begin to find out of 
what benefit are we reaping 
from ECOWAS? Must we die 
there if we are not getting the 
benefit? What are the benefits 
that have accrued to us as a 
country in ECOWAS or any of 
these other bodies, which will 
make us remain there?” 

He went on: “UK has 
weighed the pros and cons of 
their being there. If it is law of 
liability than blessing for their 
own country, there’s no rea-
son of being Big Brother and 
you’re suffering underneath”. 

Although the headquar-
ters of the regional body is in 
Abuja, Nigeria, Mauritania 
withdrew its membership in 
December 2000. 

SON embarks on 
market surveillance 
in Kogi over sub-
standard steel rods

S
tandard Organisa-
tion of Nigeria (SON) 
Kogi State chapter has 
embarked on market 

surveillance to avert contrac-
tors using re-enforced steels 
that had caused collapse of 
buildings across the country 
in the recent times.

Addressing journalists, the 
Acting State Head Kogi State 
office, Anne Okechukwu, 
disclosed that they received 
alert from DSS Ilorin, Kwara 
State

that they noticed some 
substandard re-enforced 
steel in the market, hence 
their visit to Lokoja to see 
things for themselves.

He said they also visited 
with the intention of con-
fiscating such sub-standard 
steel rods where they may be 
found.  “This is not actually a 
raid, this is market surveil-
lance and it is on a different 
product,

re-enforced steel rod. We 
received alert from DSS Ilorin 
that they noticed some sub-
standard re-enforced steel is 
in the market, so decided to 
visit the market. We have to 
sample some products, send 
it to our Enugu Laboratory 
to ascertain the genuineness 
of the rods.

Okechukwu also said they 
were to cover Lokoja axis, 
advising contractors to go for 
standard steel so that cases of 
building collapse will reduce 
to its barest minimum.

David Cameron former British prime minister
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LG plays up ‘Life is good’ 
in Nigeria’s big market

L
G Electronics Inc. a 
South Korean multi-
national electronics 
company with global 
sales figure of $45.2 

billion as at 2012 is determined 
to enhance life for Nigeria’s 170 
million population market as 
it has played up its payoff line 
–‘Life is  good’ with introduc-
tion of  refrigerator  that can be 
powered with inverter or solar 
panels.

The low energy consump-
tion inverter refrigerator comes 
with 10 years warranty. The 
thinking behind this inverter 
built-in innovation is to ensure 
continuous working of the 
home appliance to enhance life 
even when public electricity 
supply goes off.

In Nigeria, power supply 
has been unstable for decades 
with an average blackout time 
of more than 10 hours per day. 
In the recent time, it has wors-
ened. These outages have been 
of major concern to many 
households as it is apparent 
that most foods will not remain 
safe in the refrigerator without 
power for long as they go bad 
within 4 hours of power outage.

tery longer by consuming less 
energy.

Nishant Kawoor, product 
marketing manager, home ap-

pliances division, LG Electron-
ics West Africa operations said  
at the market introduction of 
the product that LG Electronics 
is excited to unveil the LG Ever-
cool Inverter Smart 2.0 Refrig-
erator specifically designed for 
the Nigerian market with its in-
verter compatibility technology 
to keep food fresh even during 
power outages. “The new Smart 
inverter compressor refrigera-
tor fully meets international 
standards and is indeed one of 
the most advanced and energy 
efficient compressors you can 
find anywhere in the world”.

According to the multina-
tional company, more than one 
billion tons of food is wasted 
annually in Africa due to poor 
storage facilities and limited 
cold storage. “Owing to the fact 
that Evercool smart inverter 
refrigerator can optimize and 
keep the temperature lower 
during a power cut, LG Evercool 
refrigerator is capable of sav-
ing users money as it reduces 
unwanted food wastage as it 
can work during power cut”. 
Although there are misconcep-
tions about the use of Inverter 
with refrigerator as many be-
lieve it will consume more elec-
tricity as well as dramatically 

 …Introduces inverter-Refrigerator
It is in a bid to salvage the 

situation that LG Electronics, 
Nigeria’s foremost brand in 
home appliances and consumer 
electronics  launched into the 
Nigerian market; 5-star rated 
frost-free Evercool Smart In-
verter Refrigerator which can 
be powered with inverter, solar 
panels or generator ensuring 
that cooling is not in any way 
interrupted during power cuts.

The core objective is meeting 
the needs of Nigerian consum-
ers who are distressed by con-
stant power cuts and who feel 
the need to have fresher foods 
as well as innovative technolo-
gies and products.

The company said that the 
LG Evercool Smart Inverter 
Refrigerator comes with the 
Inverter-ON mode feature 
which is automatically acti-
vated during power cut. The 
working mechanism of “In-
verter-On” is based on MICOM 
(mini-computer) which auto-
matically detects the change of 
input voltage from Power-Cut 
and converts Normal Mode to 
“Inverter-On” Mode. Inverter-
On mode automatically ad-
justs the temperature for both 
fridge & freezer compartment 
slightly higher to use the bat-

DANIEL OBI shorten the battery life, but the 
company said with the Invert-
er-ON mode in the Evercool 
Smart Inverter Refrigerator it 
guarantees longer battery run-
ning time and optimum energy 
saving. 

Kawoor further said that LG 
Evercool Smart Inverter Refrig-
erator comes with LED bulbs, 
Multi air flow, moist balance 
crisper box which controls the 
humidity level in the box in or-
der for the vegetables and fruits 
to stay fresh for a long time; the 
refrigerator comes with the Su-
perchill button, which enables 
users get faster cooling within 
minutes at the press of a button; 
there is also the tempered glass 
shelves which are capable of 
carrying items weighing up to 
150kg. It also sports a high glass 
finish creating an opulent glow 
that accentuates the décor of 
the consumers’ living space.

With the introduction of the 
LG Evercool Smart Inverter Re-
frigerator, electrical engineers at 
the unveiling said LG Electron-
ics has once more demonstrated 
that it is committed to churning 
out forward-thinking and in-
novative products that addresse 
the peculiar needs of consum-
ers in Nigeria.

I
n Nigeria, there were few 
adverts in the print from 
corporates, women and 
even men themselves to 

commemorate Fathers’ Day 
marked worldwide last Sun-
day and today to recognize 
the tremendous contribu-
tion that fathers make in the 
lives of their families and the 
society. 

But one organization that 
keyed into the celebration is 
Konga, one of foremost online 
retail shops which distin-
guished itself by organizing a 
seminar with theme: ‘Fathers 
are Ladders’ recently.

 Konga celebrated this 
event by appreciating the 
values of hardwork, dedica-
tion, tenacity of purpose of 
men by selecting some of its 
male merchants and media 
supporters who exude these 

values.
 Fathers Are Ladders was 

an event to empower the 
male merchants. The round-
table provided an opportu-
nity for Konga Online Shop-

Konga throws brand weight behind Fathers Day

ping Limited as the engine 
of trade and commerce in 
Africa to celebrate values 
that make commerce stand 
the test of time.

Tunji Babajide, a motiva-

tional speaker who shared 
some nuggets on fathers are 
ladders advised the men to 
make up their mind to keep 
learning because “what they 
know is what they know, but 
what they know is not all that 
they need to know”.

He emphasised that man-
hood is not a function of bi-
ceps or how much a man 
earns but ability to take ap-
propriate decisions.

“When we do certain 
things as men, we should be 
conscious that people will 
not do what we say but what 
we do”. Men are models who 
show the way for the family, 
he said pointing out that there 
is much more to the physical 
that has to do with a man” 
as influence is much more 
effective rather than words, 
he said.

Babajide coined the acro-
nym of MAN to mean Morn-
ing, Afternoon and Night be-
cause every decision men take 
in the morning will result in 
afternoon or night. “Decisions 
that men make, in turn make 
them” said warning that men 
should not allow erection to 
define their direction. Accord-
ing to him, men’s life should 
be an inspiration rather than 
a warning to upcoming gen-
erations.

He listed seven decisions of 
a man as ladder. These include 
that men should decide to 
leave a legacy, decide on vision 
for life, ability to dictate barri-
ers, decide your friends and 
associates, live by the golden 
rule, decide not to make a 
major decision when you are 
tired and decide to add value 
for yourself.

…organizes ‘Fathers as Ladders’ roundtable



I
n this era where every upcoming 
musician believes hip-hop is the 
only genre to fame and stardom, 
someone chose to differ. His style 
is mild and relaxing. But surpris-

ingly, his consistency is paying off with 
growing fans across the country and 
Africa at large.

In less than a decade into music, he 
has hit-tracks, albums, recording deals, 
amidst performing on the same stage 
with international stars such as Johnny 
Gill, Joe, Dru Hill, Billy Ocean, Maxi 
Priest, Tevin Campbell, and Mafikizolo.

Welcome to the world of Praiz, Nige-
rian music artiste foremost for his per-
fect blend of R&B and Soul. Born Praise 
Adejo to a gospel minister, Praiz who 
started singing in his church choir, has 
revolutionized his music from a mere 
choir boy to a global star whose music 
resonates melodious and relaxing tunes 
to waiting and growing fans.   

The graduate of Computer Science 
from Kaduna Polytechnic rose to su-
perstar status after the release of his 
debut singles- ‘I Love You’ and ‘Jekalo’, 
Praiz coupled with highly rated follow 
up videos.

Praiz has continued to stun his 
audience at different shows with his 

electrifying performances. His strong 
points are his expansive range, falsetto 
and ability to hit high notes close to the 
dreaded whistle register, with which he 
thrills fans and critics alike from time 
to time.

He has also performed alongside 
R&B veteran singers Brandy and Joe 
(2011 PFWA concert in Lagos) among 
other top shows in Nigeria and the UK. 
His style, which is a blend of soul and 
R&B, catches one’s attention easily.

As well, he has made cameo appear-
ances on different projects by his peers, 
most notably his stellar performance 
on M.I’s ‘EPIC’ and on alternative singer 
Bez’s ‘That Stupid Song’ (whose video is 
the first Nigerian video to make a world 
premiere on BET).

After his performance at the Epic 
and Funky show in the UK, he returned 
to Nigeria to release his single ‘Rich 
and Famous’ and received nomination 
nods from The Nigerian Entertainment 
Awards held in New York as ‘The Most 
Promising Act’ and an outstanding four 
nominations at the Headies Awards in-
cluding the highly coveted ‘Next Rated’ 
award in that year.

‘Rich and Famous’ his single was 
met with critical acclaim and enjoyed 
massive airplay. The video for the single 

which was shot in Cape Town, South 
Africa was released in December 2012 
and was played heavily on music sta-
tions across the continent.

In 2013, Praiz became an MTN am-
bassador and released another single 
and video titled “Oshe” which featured 
Congolese musician Awilo Longomba. 
He also received the Hip Hop World 
Award for Best Vocal Performance 
(Male) in that year. His double album 
Rich and Famous was released on De-
cember 2014, and he has since released 
six videos – featuring artistes like Wiz-
kid and Patoranking – from the double 
album whilst plans to shoot more are 
in motion. Praiz has been nominated 
and won a number of awards. He held 
six nominations at the 2015 Headies 
including Album Of The Year and won 
the 2015 NEA award for RnB Artiste of 
the year, Africa Youth Choice Award 
2015 for Best RnB/Pop Artist of the Year 
as well as the Best Artist in Africa (RnB 
and Soul) at AFRIMA 2015.

During the xenophobic attack in 
South Africa, Praiz showed his support 
for Africans by dedicating Superhero to 
them, the Single was well received and 
had over 1million downloads in three 
days. He released the video for “Harder” 
featuring dancehall artist Patoranking 
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Praiz: Looking beyond ordinary music
on October 23, 2015 and he just con-
cluded works with American RnB star 
Kenny Lattimore. It is safe to say that 
the only way for the Rich&Famous 
crooner is up.

He is currently signed to X3M MU-
SIC. The big news for his fans is that 
their music star has released yet anoth-
er astonishing single titled “Body Hot”.

Recorded alongside Stonebwoy, Gha-
naian Afropop, dancehall and reggae 
artiste and Jesse Jagz; one of Nigeria’s 
finest rap musician, Praiz in this beauti-
ful piece of dancehall music lends elec-
trifying dancehall melody as Jesse Jagz 
drops hot rap lines to make the track a 
banging one to be loved by all.

The very talented singer who recent-
ly released the video of “Harder” which 
featured Patoranking; dancehall artiste, 
keeps ascertaining his ability of diver-
sity to the music industry in this latest 
track, “Body Hot”. Reasons to follow 
Praiz abound. His ability to combine 
strikingly original music with euphoric 
live performances sets him out as one of 
the most captivating artistes in Nigeria 
and conveniently competes with vari-
ous international artistes, especially 
with his ability to hit high notes close 
to the dreaded whistle register.

OBINNA EMELIKE
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Goldberg Fuji t’o Bam set for quarter finals with 40 artistes

I
n its continued determination to raise the 
bar for Fuji music, Goldberg Lager Beer, a 
product from the stable of Nigerian Brewer-
ies Plc has screened over 400 aspiring Fuji 
artistes out of which 40 have scaled the 

preliminary hurdles in the ongoing Fuji t’o Bam 
talent hunt competition.

 The lucky contestants emerged from the 
auditions and selection parties held in the eight 
selected cities in the western part of Nigeria. The 
cities are: Sango-Ota, Egbeda, Oyo, Ilesha, Akure, 
Ado-Ekiti, Ibadan, and Sagamu. The auditions 
discovered 20 contestants in each of the cities; 
though the figure was eventually reduced to five 
at the selection party for each zone. The budding 
artistes are now qualified for the quarter final of 
the competition, which holds at Durbar Stadium 
in Oyo town next month.

 Meanwhile, Emmanuel Agu, portfolio man-
ager, Mainstream Lager & Stout Brands, Nigerian 
Breweries, expressed satisfaction with the qual-
ity of renditions by all participants in this year’s 
competition.  He said all the contenders showed 
“very high level of determination to proceed to 
the next stage of the contest.” According to him, 
it is impossible that all participants will qualify 
in competitions like this. Agu therefore advised 
those who did not qualify for the quarter final to 
go back and improve on the areas of weakness 
identified by the judges.

 Agu also disclosed that out of the 40 contend-
ers, 20 would be eliminated in the quarter final 
in Oyo; another 14 would be eliminated in the 
semifinal in Ado-Ekiti while the last 6 would 
proceed to the final in Ibadan in July.

 Corroborating him, Patrick Olowookere, 
corporate communications/brand PR Manager, 
NB Plc, disclosed that as part of the activities lined 
up for the quarter final of the competition, the 
Goldberg team would visit the Alaafin of Oyo, 
Oba Lamidi Adeyemi III. He said the team would 
also pay a visit to the Owa Obokun of Ijeshaland, 
Oba (Dr) Gabriel Adekunle Aromolaran II during 
the semifinal, while a courtesy visit would be 
made to the Olubadan of Ibadanland, Oba Saliu 
Adetunji as part of activities for the final.

“Respect is one of our core values in Nigerian 
Breweries Plc and as a reflection of that, Goldberg 
inaugurated Fuji t’o Bam competition in 2012 to 
promote the cultural values of the Yorubas. This 
initiative is therefore a testament to our resolute 
determination to contribute to the socio-cultural 
development of the people of South-west Nige-

ria”, Olowookere said.
 He further said that four years down the line, 

Fuji t’o Bam has continued to grow from strength 
to strength, with notable Fuji artistes now part 
and parcel of the project. “It is our belief that as 
the music activation continues, Fuji ’o Bam will 
continue to discover more Fuji talents that will 
fit into the shoes of icons like KWAM1, Pasuma, 
Saheed Osupa and others”, he said.

 The highlight of this year’s contest was the 
appearance of the reigning WURA 1 of Fuji t’o 
Bam, Akeem Okiki at the venue of the 2016 
Goldberg Fuji talent hunt selection party held in 
Ilesa, Osun State.  Okiki, an Osun State-based Fuji 
artiste, who won the grand prize for the Season 
3 of the annual contest at the Trans Amusement 
Park, Ibadan, advised the participating artistes 

to be focused and disciplined on stage to win 
the crown.

 According to him, anybody who would 
triumph in the contest must be ready to satisfy 
the judges; whom he said are veterans in Fuji 
music. “The judges have their standards that 
any successful contestant must meet; otherwise 
such artistes would be shown the exit door of 
the competition”.  Okiki thereafter performed to 
the delight of guests and fans who thronged the 
Waterside Centre, Ayeso Area in Ilesa, venue of 
the selection party.

 The overall winner of this year’s edition will 
wear the crown, The WURA 1 of Fuji t’o Bam, 
which comes with a cash reward of N1 million.

C
ustomers of Lagos City Mall were recently 
thrilled to a live rock music performance 
while shopping in the mall. The live music 
performance was part of efforts by the 

management of the mall to make shopping a fun 
affair. The rock performance which was a first of 
its kind event at the mall featured renditions by 
Plus234 and 1 Last Autograph bands.

In a brief chat, Chike Jaywalker, leader of 1 Last 
Autograph band, said his band felt privileged to be 
invited to perform at the mall. He described Lagos 
City Mall as one of Nigeria’s iconic malls which has 
retained its class and appeal over the years despite 
the proliferation of malls across the city. Jaywalker 
said, “The Lagos City Mall is an iconic mall and we 
are privileged to perform here. We know a lot of 

Lagos City Mall engages customers with live music performance

people visit the mall to shop, especially during 
weekend and we decided to entertain them while 
they shop. We all are having fun here.”

The two band groups rendered soul serenading 
rock and contemporary music to the pleasure of 
mall visitors and fun seekers who had come out to 
relax at the mall. 

Some of the shoppers described the event as a 
pleasantly shocking experience. “These guys swept 
me off my feet and I was pleasantly surprised. I 
had fun and I think this is a good one coming from 
Lagos City Mall,” a mall visitor who gave her name 
as Bolanle said. 

In a bid to add value to the burgeoning shop-
ping community, Kayode Ogundele, manager of 

the mall, noted that the shopping complex is con-
stantly thinking and strategizing on ways to engage, 
reward and entertain visitors.

“Lagos City Mall thought about twisting the 
normal shopping atmosphere by adding a touch of 
classical musical show that will further entertain 
its customers while shopping. This is posed to 
bring more attraction to the mall and also create a 
scintillating fun filled atmosphere to both young 
and old”, he said.

Ogundele further disclosed that a top of the class 
restaurant would open in the mall soon to comple-
ment other eateries and pubs that offer quality 
services to upwardly mobile people who live on 
the Lagos Mainland but work on the Island to get 
adequate refreshment while waiting for traffic to 
ease before going home. 

He urged visitors and residents of Lagos to 
patronize the mall for their lifestyle shopping and 
entertainment. He said the mall also creates more 
fun and social hub for the upscale south west of 
Ikoyi, Victoria Island and Lagos Island.

The mall boasts of retail brands in body & 
beauty, fashion, lifestyle, banking, telecoms, food 
and restaurants, health, grocery and supermarket, 
accessories and gift store, game arcade, multi-pur-
pose event hall and entertainment aimed at creating 
a renewed and memorable shopping experience.

In recent times, the mall has stepped up its 
customer engagement activities and value added 
services to tenants and visitors alike.

E
tisalat Nigeria has demon-
strated its commitment to 
empower young persons with 
quality education through its 

career counseling programme for 
secondary school students held in 
Epe, Lagos State recently.

Ikenna Ikeme, director, Regulatory 
and CSR, Etisalat Nigeria, explained 
that the career counselling platform 
enabled Etisalat employees to fulfil a 
desire to give back to society, appre-
ciate volunteering time and employ 
their skills in providing career coun-
selling and mentorship to students.

“Career counselling scheme brings 
fulfilment to us at Etisalat because it 
enables us demonstrates our passion 
for Corporate Social Responsibility 
(CSR), through both internal and ex-
ternal platforms. We are aware that 
students need appropriate direction 
towards making compatible and 
fulfilling career choices, because a 
wrong career move will likely have 
serious negative long-term effects. 
Since 2010, our observation during 
Career Counselling is that whatever 
the personas and backgrounds of 
these students, one thing remains 
consistent – the eagerness to learn 
and participate. This is very signifi-
cant for us,” he said.

He said over seven thousand stu-
dents have benefited from the initia-
tive which was designed to appro-
priately guide students of secondary 
schools in the junior and senior levels, 
towards making sound, positive and 
fulfilling career decisions.

Commending Etisalat for its laud-
able initiative, Senior Project Offi-
cer, Leadership Empowerment and 
Resource Network (LEARN), Tonne 
Saheed said LEARN is glad to partner 
with Etisalat on the nation building 
mission, adding that the benefit of the 
initiative will start to manifest in the 
nearest future.

Deputy Director, Education District 
3, Ojikutu Mustafa who represented 
the Permanent Secretary, Lagos State 
Ministry of Education at the event, 
highlighted the benefits students 
stand to gain from understanding 
career options and opportunities 
available in different careers parts, 
pointing out that the importance of a 
good career choice to students, their 
families and the nation cannot be 
over emphasized.

Eight schools benefitted from the 
Career Counsellingsession:EpeJunior 
and Senior Grammar Schools, Odo 
Obara Junior and Senior Schools, 
Alaro Junior and Senior Grammar 
Schools, and Odomola Junior and 
Senior Schools, all in Epe town of 
Lagos State.

Following the event in Epe, this 
year’s edition of Etisalat Career Coun-
seling will also hold in three more 
locations within and outside Lagos.

Etisalat Career Counseling is a 
one-day session for junior and senior 
secondary school students held in 
partnership with Leadership Em-
powerment and Resource Network, 
(LEARN), a not-for-profit Organisa-
tion

Etisalat enlighten 
Epe students on 
career choice
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Using foreign debt resources to 
turn around ailing economies 
with idle capacity 
Title:   From Economic Downturn to Turnaround & Prosperity; 
  Strategy  for Economies hit by Recession but which have Idle Capacity
 Author:  Dr. Abraham Nwankwo
Reviewer:  Simon Ibe

A 
new book by Dr. Abraham 
Nwankwo, the director 
general, Debt Manage-
ment Office, (DMO), has, in 
great detail, outlined how 

Nigeria, and other countries that, like 
her, experiencing economic adversity, 
especially those that have idle capacity, 
can move from economic downturn to 
turnaround and prosperity.

The compact book, aptly titled ‘From 
Economic Downturn to Turnaround 
& Prosperity; Strategies for Economies 
hit by Recession but which have Idle 
Capacity’, is brutally frank about what 
must be done, in a systematic manner, 
to move Nigeria, and countries going 
through similar crisis, from the sorry 
place where they are to the place of 
prosperity where they would be if they 
apply the prescriptions meticulously.

The book has five parts, two figures 
and one table. Part 1 is ‘A Bold Response 
is Required’; Part 2  is ‘A Precise of Nige-
ria’s Problem’ while Part 3 is ‘Long-Term 
Stabilization and Structural Reform For 
Self-Sustainability.’ Part 4 is ‘The Eco-
nomic Turnaround Plan’ and Part 5 is 
‘Sources and Sequence of the Stimuli 
for Recovery.’

Not one to pull his punches, Nwank-
wo opened the book by acknowledging 
that petroleum oil export-dependent 
countries like Nigeria, Russia, Saudi 
Arabia, Angola and Venezuela were 
actually shocked by the drastic fall in 
international market price of oil from 
the second half of 2014, which resulted 
in economic downturn for them.

The books is, thus, about how Nige-
ria and countries in similar situations 
can turnaround their economies and 
begin to enjoy prosperity in the medi-
um to long term, especially as “oil boom 
may never occur again, unlike what 
happened after the bursts of 1982-1986, 
1998 and 2008.”

The bold response, he posits, would, 
in spite of current negative market 
perception and weak exchange rate, 
be to borrow substantially, especially 
from external sources, “to pursue a pro-
gramme of deep and complex structur-
al changes in the economy,” that would 
involve “massive investment in physi-
cal and social infrastructure develop-
ment, aimed at diversification, compet-
itiveness, export-market resilience and 
self-sustaining growth.”

Part 2 of the book summarises the 
problem of the country to include over 
dependence on crude oil export reve-
nue and the drastic drop in the price of 
crude. Also, the reduced dependence on 
crude oil and gas by industrialized na-
tions, especially those that have made 
gains in alternative energy sources and 
energy-saving and energy efficiency 
devices; those that have joined the oil-
producing league and those that have 
succeeded in exploration and exploita-
tion of shell gas and shell oil.

These problems have led to drastic 
drop in revenue, inability of govern-
ments to honour recurrent and capital 
obligations and slow-down in econom-
ic activities.

To deal with these problems, the 
book posits that short-term and long-
term fiscal stabilisation measures are 
required, coupled with structural 
change and diversification for self-sus-
taining growth.

Though government and the pri-
vate sector will be the agents for the 
implementation of both of these short 
and long programmes, especially as 
concerns sourcing of needed funds, 
government would lead the way in the 
mobilisation of the “substantial afford-
able and long-term debt capital,” (most-
ly from external sources) needed “to fi-

nance long-term fiscal stabilisation and 
self-sustaining growth of the economy, 
in a carefully programmed manner.”

While arrangements are being made 
to fund the long-term programme, 
Nwankwo argues that there is need for 
the short-term measures “to establish 
an environment of calmness and com-
posure needed to support the ultimate 
longer term transformation measures.”

The short term measures include 
public finance reforms; rationalisation 
of, especially, recurrent expenditure, 
minimising of wastes, leakages and in-
efficiencies and rationalisation of exist-
ing subsidy schemes.

Whereas these measures will 
achieve the short term stabilisation 
objective, the book insists that the way 
out of the economic quagmire would 
be to pursue “well –articulated and 
bold longer-term measures” alongside 
the short-term stabilisation measures. 
This would involve long-term transfor-
mational debt funding and economic 
turnaround through a reorganisation 
and diversification programme that 
would take advantage of the breath-
ing space provided by the long-term 
financing.

For reasons that are carefully out-
lined, the book stressed that “it is appro-
priate for Nigeria to borrow to reflate 
the economy, stimulate growth, gener-
ate employment and reduce poverty.” It 
argues further that it is most preferable 
that the bulk of the borrowing must 
be from external (multilateral, bilat-
eral and commercial) sources, stressing, 
however, that the country should go 
for lower cost funds with tenors of up 
to 20 years and longer.

The main sources of the external 
borrowing, the book points out, should 
be the World Bank Group, the African 
Development Bank, the Islamic De-
velopment Bank, the Asian Develop-
ment Bank and bilateral sources such 
as Agence Francaise de Development 

(AFD), KFW of Germany, Japan Inter-
national Cooperation Agency (JICA), 
China Eximbank etc.

It also recommends that, consider-
ing the huge amount of money needed 
and the variety of projects to be fi-
nanced, a programme for the issuing of 
Eurobonds in the International Capi-
tal Market (ICM) must be established, 
falling back on the experiences of the 
country’s successful issues of 2011 and 
2013 and the “irresistible deep and di-
verse, high-return opportunities for 
investors” that abound in the country.

The book projects that an additional 
$15billion per annum can be sustain-
ably borrowed over the next four years 
to build a strong economy, insisting, 
however, that the proceeds of the ex-
ternal loans will be used for capital 
projects (physical and social infrastruc-
ture) that would be targeted at turning 
around the economy and generating 
self-sustaining growth with maximum 
employment and guaranteed repay-
ment of the debt.

Towards achieving this end, there 
is an a strong position being canvassed 
by stakeholders that the DMO should 
be empowered by law to monitor the 
use of these loans to ensure that they 
are deployed “only to capital projects to 
support diversification and industriali-
sation,” with special emphasis on physi-
cal infrastructures, like electric power, 
road networks linking rural areas, avia-
tion, etc, and social –type infrastructure 
like health and education.

All hands, the book insists, must be 
on deck, especially at the highest levels 
of political leadership, to ensure that 
the loan proceeds are available as pro-
grammed, and recommends that “the 
Ministries of Finance, Industry, Trade 
and Investment, National Planning and 
Foreign Affairs will need to work close-
ly” for the desired goal to be achieved.  

The book equally stresses the need 
for a Turnaround Plan (TP) to be put in 

place as the formal policy document 
that would clearly define the policy 
direction, the logicality of the defined 
route of escape from the crisis; the plau-
sibility of the strategy being adopted 
and predictability of outcomes.

This Plan, of a bright future, would 
engender confidence, positive expecta-
tions and positive perceptions from both 
local and foreign stakeholders, especially 
investors ( multilateral, bilateral, ICM 
and others), and as the loan proceeds 
begin to flow in, the foreign exchange re-
serves would improve and the exchange 
rate will be strengthened in favour of 
the local currency, attracting other types 
of capital.

The inflow of the loans proceeds 
will result in a boost in construction ac-
tivities that would increase demand for 
labour and materials that would posi-
tively impact the economy.

As infrastructure improves, produc-
tion activities will experience a boost,; 
there will be diversification and com-
petition, leading to a self-sustaining 
economy. The idle capacities in agricul-
ture, agro-processing, manufacturing, 
solid minerals exploitation and pro-
cessing, petrochemicals and ICT will be 
harnessed and the private sector will 
take over from the public sector and 
begin to drive the turnaround process.

The Table that details indications of 
idle capacity in Nigeria is eye opening 
and after careful perusal of the Table, 
it is easy to agree with the author’s po-
sition that low cost and long tenured 
external debt resources should be used 
to put the idle capacities to work for 
the desired economic turnaround and 
sustainable rapid development of the 
country.

The author, holder of a PhD degree 
in Economics from the University of 
Nigeria Nsukka, the same institution 
from where he also obtained his Bach-
elors and Masters degrees, has to his 
credit other celebrated books – Stable 
Growth & Foreign Exchange; Tatu 
(Drama), Minds of Time (Poetry) and 
Oracles for Heroes (Prose).

He is passionate about the need to 
diversify the nation’s economy, and 
trumpets it in his writings and wher-
ever he speaks. A first class patriot, it 
is hoped that he, and the other equally 
passionate managers of the nation’s 
economy will continue to receive sup-
port at the highest political levels to put 
into practice the prescriptions he has so 
meticulously and forcefully canvassed.

It is also expected that other coun-
tries of the world facing similar crisis 
and having idle capacity like Nigeria 
would quickly adopt the prescriptions 
in Nwankwo’s seminal work  for the 
turnaround of their economies and 
prosperity.

Of course, this book should also be a 
must read for undergraduate and grad-
uate students of Economics in Univer-
sities in Nigeria and elsewhere in the 
world.
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Why shy away from 
Nigerian hospitality?

A
s the calls for the diver-
sification of the Nigeri-
an economy heighten, 
the hospitality industry 
seems the lowest hang-

ing fruit with over N500 billion 
potential, yet many hold some mis-
conceptions that have prevented a 
lot of people, especially youths from 
seeking career in the industry.

As part of its efforts to dismiss the 
misconceptions about the industry 
and to contribution to the develop-
ment of the Nigerian hospitality 
industry, Swiss Education Group 
held its first Hospitality Workshop 
Africa 2016 recently at Eko Hotel 
and Suites, Lagos.

The workshop witnessed the 
gathering of notable discussants 
and stakeholders in the sector who 
insightfully engaged issues and 
challenges in the sector, proffering 
solutions, engaging participants on 
mentorship and advocacy for hospi-
tality as career and not just job.

From Sally Mbanefo, director gen-
eral, Nigerian Tourism Development 
Corporation (NTDC); Benoit Samson, 
chief brand and marketing officer, 
Swiss Education Group; Obinna 
Ekezie, CEO, Wakanow; Funmi 
Victor-Okigbo, CEO No Surprises 
events; Nkem Odewunmi, CEO Food 
Fashion Fusion; Belinda Nwosu, 
Research Consultant, W Hospitality 
Group, Nigeria and Kushal Dutta, 
managing director, Jovago, Lagos, 
Nigeria, members of the panel of 
discussants were experts in their 
own fields.

Besides tackling the issues of the 
day with intellect and vigor, the 
well-informed discussants further 
ensured the workshop lived up to 
its objectives of: providing business 
knowledge and insight, highlight 

challenges in the sector and proffer-
ing solutions, helping participants, 
especially aspiring youths to explore 
career opportunities that abound in 
the hospitality sector, and most im-
portantly, creating awareness for the 
Swiss Education Group professional 
training offerings.

In his opening remarks, Benoit 
Samson, chief brand and marketing 
officer, Swiss Education Group, who 
expressed his joy over the warm 
reception he received on arrival in 
Nigeria, highlighted the numerous 
opportunities in the hospitality 
industry and how people with pas-
sion can develop themselves for 
career opportunities in the industry 
beyond Nigeria.

“We are open to partnerships 
with the Nigerian government and 
organizations on educational ex-
changes that will boost service and 
professionalism in the hospitality 

sector. We are offering Nigerians, 
especially youths the opportunity 
to take advantage of our educational 
facilities to better their lives and im-
pact the country positively”, Samson 
explained.

While commending Swiss Educa-
tion Group for berthing the work-
shop in Nigeria, and describing the 
guesture as timely, especially now 
the call for diversifying the Nigerian 
economy is on the increase, Sally 
Mbanefo, DG, NTDC, took time to 
highlight the huge tourism potential 
of the country and charging par-
ticipants rather than look for white 
collar jobs, they should think out of 
the box and get ready to dirty their 
hands in hardwork.

 For her, hospitality is all about 
service, but even with passion for 
service, people who aspire to devel-
op careers in hospitality should also 
strive to get education in specific 
areas as the industry is wide. De-
spite the 11,000 hotels and 30,000 
restaurants in Nigeria, Mbanefo 
called for more investments in the 
industry.

Heightening the discussion, Be-
linda Nwosu said the biggest mis-
conception about hospitality in Ni-
geria is the thinking that it is a place 
for people without aspirations and 
vision. “Hospitality is never a place 
for school dropouts and people with 
little or no educational background. 
This misconception needs to be cor-
rected”, she lamented.

 Disclosing his success story, Obin-
na Ekezie, CEO, Wakanow and for-
mer NBA player, urged youths not 
to switch careers they do not have 

passion for.  For him, before ventur-
ing into a new clime, one should also 
get information or education to en-
able him/she fly. “You need passion, 
work towards becoming the best in 
your area and do not look for short 
corners that will lead to short term 
results”, he charged.

Collaborating Ekezie’s views, 
Kushal Dutta, MD Jovago insisted 
that having the right skills and right 
attitude to work gives one an edge 
over other job seekers in most indus-
tries, including hospitality.

As an employer and a stakeholder 
in the hospitality industry, Dutta 
charged aspiring youths to seek self-
development, trainings and right at-
titude in order to get offers and also 
soar on their responsibilities when 
eventually employed.

Ekezie and Dutta both insisted 
that the only way to make money in 
the industry is to create values from 
investable ideas.

 “If you want to make money, then 
create value. The worth of the idea 
and how much people are willing to 
pay for it tell how much they value 
the idea”, Ekezie, CEO Wakanow 
explained.

 Funmi Victor-Okigbo, CEO, No 
Surprises Events, practically took on 
the youths present at the workshop, 
and making distinction between 
passion and mere job quest.  For her, 
youths should be convinced on the 
career path they want to follow and 
give it all its takes including training 
and patience.

 Nkem Odewunmi, CEO Food 
Fashion Fusion, did not differ from 
Funmi.  The lawyer turned gour-
met-cook/entrepreneur with sound 
knowledge of food and its synthesis 
gave participants a recipe for success 
in any chosen career. For her, getting 
involved and carrying your employ-
ers’ business like your own tells how 
far you will go in your own business.  
That is humility and key to success. 
“I can do anything. Anytime I am in 
the kitchen, I do the cooking from 
the start to the finish. I don’t care 
because it is my business and it must 
succeed”, she said.

However, at the end of the work-
shop, the excited Samson said that 
Swiss Education Group; the world 
leader in hospitality management 
education, is impressed with the Ni-
geria outing that is already yielding 
results, noting that the group is open 
for more partnerships to lift and 
equip youths with the right skills 
to take advantage of the plethora of 
exciting opportunities in the hospi-
tality industry.

Travel

…as Swiss Group boosts the sector

Some discussants at the workshop
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What kind of traveller are you?

A 
bore who’s done every-
thing first, or a truly 
great and eccentric ex-
plorer - which of these 
10 types of traveller 

best describes you?
1. The Collector
A sophisticated hunter-gatherer, 

a hoarder of the exceptional and 
exotic. Not, however, of endangered 
species or looted antiquities. He or 
she travels with a purely metaphori-
cal blunderbuss or bullwhip - or, 
rather, butterfly net, swishing it this 
way and that in order to gather up 
uncommon experiences in out-of-
the-way places. Once caught, these 
are meticulously pinned in memory 
and proudly displayed in conversa-
tion. Like an actual scientist, The 
Collector delights in the poetry and 
precision of proper names (‘You have 
not really lived until you’ve seen the 
Orionids meteor shower in the night 
sky over Pisco Elqui in October…’).

2. The Conformist
A dreary universal type. The Con-

formist travels not for personal satis-
faction but for social acceptance - per-
haps even finds personal satisfaction 
in social acceptance. Destinations are 
chosen from a limited, unimaginative, 
class-determined table d’hôte menu. 
This is by no means a toffs-only snob 
thing. It applies across the social spec-
trum. The Conformist can be spotted 
from Magaluf to Megève. The point 
is not where you have been but what 
your peers think about where you 
have been.

3. The Thrill-Seeker
Not so much of the adventure-

sports variety, though of course 
there is no shortage of nincompoops 
willing to tie their ankles to a rub-
ber band and leap off a bridge or 

so much of the world has been pio-
neered already. In a lounge at Changi 
Airport the other day I had occasion 
to wonder whether The Pioneers 
of today are not great, fearless, ec-
centric explorers of the Vasco da 
Gama or Wilfred Thesiger variety 
but grey-faced men in suits opening 
up obscure business ventures in (I 
do not know) parts of China where 
there are cities that you and I have 
never heard of with populations of 
four or five or six million people. I am 
afraid, I am automatically suspicious 
of business travellers, a reaction 
probably born of a combination of 
ignorance and the jealous assump-
tion that they are likely to become 
insanely rich through their nefari-
ous trade-related missions. I try to 
remind myself that Marco Polo was 
basically a business traveller, as well 
as a true Pioneer and a stand-up guy.

8. The Occasional
There for a reason - an event, a 

honeymoon, a do, a football match. 
Half-sibling to…

9. The Oblivious
The saddest type of traveller. The 

one not paying attention, not re-
motely interested in where he or she 
is. I was shocked, many years ago, 
to hear someone ask Ruth Prawer 
Jhabvala about her fabulously glam-
orous life as a celebrated novelist 
and screenwriter responsible for 
several wildly successful Merchant-
Ivory movies. ‘Most of the time I do 
not even bother to look up and see 
where I am,’ she drawled from be-
hind a pair of enormous sunglasses, 
or words to that effect. I was floored. 
‘Room with a View’ indeed.

10. The Genuinely Curious
Eyes, ears, mind all wide open. 

Rare and precious and beautiful.

whatever. As with The Conformist, 
The Thrill-Seeker exists along a 
continuum - one that runs from the 
ticket-purchasing slum-tourist or 
frequenter of dodgy-looking dive 
bars to the professional war corre-
spondent. The Thrill-Seeker is not 
altogether unlike…

4. The Escapist
Fugitive from the familiar. An 

intriguing type, labouring under 
that most delightful of delusions, 
namely, that anything at all - bore-
dom, worry, heartbreak, guilt, fear, 
failure, conflict, one’s own reflection 
in the mirror - can be lost with dis-
tance. Alas, it cannot. Yet it always 
seems worth a try.

5. The Self-Improver
Admirable if a little dull. Up 

early, out late, cheerfully making 
the most of everything a new place 
has to offer. Tremendous stamina, 
sensible shoes, and likely to do a lot 
of research beforehand, to pack a 
lot of books and to return with even 
more. A second cousin of…

6. The Pilgrim
Follower of trails, visitor of 

shrines - religious and otherwise. 
The most devoted Pilgrims I have 
ever seen were not at Lourdes or 
on the banks of the Ganges but at 
Beatrix Potter’s old house, Hill Top, 
in Cumbria. But that was ages ago. 
These days certain shopping streets 
and malls seem to exert a similar fas-
cination. I recently played a round 
of golf in Norway and afterwards 
bought my three companions beer 
and waffles at the clubhouse. The 
teenage girl tending the bar clearly 
knew her way around a waffle iron 
but seemed to me far too young to 
be serving alcohol. I asked her how 
she planned to spend the money she 
was earning. ‘In London,’ she said, 
beaming. ‘At Westfield.’ Which of 
the two Westfields? ‘The Stratford 
one. It is bigger.’

7. The Pioneer
Almost extinct in the wild. Like 

most endangered species, The Pio-
neer is running out of habitat, since 
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It’s live cooking at Le Meridien

B
eyond its lush and expansive 
natural setting, world-class 
golf course, great accommo-
dation and menu offerings, 

Le Méridien Ibom Hotel & Golf Resort 
is spicing her hospitality bouquet 
with yet another exciting offering.

The Starwood branded Uyo-based 
resort has introduced an inherently 
Nigerian and innovative live cooking 
station at its Vista Restaurant.

Explaining the rationale behind 
the new offering, the executive chef 
said: “As one of our primary focuses 
is cuisine,we infuse passion into our 
dining experience in order to provide 
guests with cultured touch points at 
every turn thus providing them with 
the element of discovery as they dine 
at Vista”.

The live cooking station offers 
guests the opportunity to experience 
a variety of exciting food options 
prepared by the resort’s professional 
chefs while they dine and appreciate 

the theatre of it all.
“We offer you the chance to com-

pose your own soup with options 
varying from Afang, Atama, Editan, 
Okra, Edikang Ikong and more. You 
can also choose your own condi-
ments from our display and add goat, 
beef, chicken, smoked fish, fresh fish, 
crayfish, pomo among others”, he 
explained further.

Every preffered selection is then 
tatsefully prepared, extravagantly 
garnished and creatively presented 
with your choice of swallow or rice 
to excite your taste buds for a more 
explosive experience, he continued.

While the reosrt hopes to intro-
duce you to the unique cuisine ex-
perience its destination has to offer, 
it also urges the curious and creative 
minded diners seeking to explore Ni-
gerian cuisine, to come, discover and 
enjoy the satisfying taste of freshly 
made soups at its Vista Restaurant.



Bristow introduces new helicopter 
rescue recovery services

B
ristow Helicopters (Nigeria) 
Limited has announced a new 
dedicated helicopter Rescue 
and Recovery Service (RRS) 

for Nigeria’s Oil and Gas industry to 
provide critical life-saving assistance 
currently not available in the country’s 
aviation landscape.

 The new service is expected to 
launch in August 2016.

Bristow’s new RRS service comple-
ments the company’s suite of indus-
trial aviation offerings, including its 
fixed-wing service between Lagos and 
Port Harcourt launched last year. 

Interim Regional Director Africa 
Captain Akin Oni said, “Bristow is a 
known leader in providing search and 
rescue services around the world and 
we have an unparalleled understand-
ing of what is required for this new 
rescue and recovery service.

 Bristow operates the civilian search 
and rescue helicopter service in the 
UK on behalf of HM Coastguard, hav-
ing been awarded the ten-year UK 
SAR contract by the Department for 
Transport in March 2013, and we will 
utilize our global expertise to provide 
safe and reliable service in Nigeria.

 “This new rescue and recovery ser-
vice is a natural extension of our busi-
ness transporting personnel offshore 
that we’ve provided in Nigeria for 
more than 50 years, and demonstrates 
our continued long-term commitment 

and Ground Crew are already at the 
Port Harcourt base and will spend 
the next couple of months training 
in the area in preparation for the 
service launch.

 According to Ibrahim Mamman, 
Head of the National Emergency Man-
agement Agency (NEMA) Special Air 
Operations Unit

“We are happy that Bristow has 
provided a service complementary 
to ours. Collaboration is critical. Ev-
ery support is required in SAR and it 
should be commended. It is important 
that efforts such as theirs are support-
ed by their customers, predominantly 
the oil and gas industry.”

 Samuel Akinyele Caulcrick, Rector, 
Nigerian College of Aviation Technol-
ogy said: “Search and Recovery System 
is an integral component of air opera-
tions and transport.

The role Bristow Helicopters has de-
cided to pioneer is a welcome develop-
ment, and it deserves commendation, 
encouragement and support.”

 Bristow provides search and rescue 
(SAR) services as a core part of its he-
licopter services in most of the coun-
tries in which it operates. Since 1971, 
Bristow has flown more than 56,000 
SAR operational hours and conducted 
more than 18,750 SAR missions, dur-
ing which more than 9,650 people 
have been rescued by our crews and 
helicopters worldwide.

STORIES BY IFEOMA OKEKE

10 must-have travel apps

T
echnology has changed 
travel in more ways than 
we can think of: the rail-
way made covering long 
distances not only quicker 

than horse-and-cart, but more afford-
able for the working-class.

 The internal-combustion engine 
added to that, while inflatable tyres 
on motor-vehicles made road-travel 
easier on the bones and buttocks. Air-
travel was changed forever by the jet 

share images and videos with your 
social circle. If you’re – perish the 
thought – out of network-coverage 
range, you can save your footage and 
upload in when you’re back online.

•  Airbnb is now so ubiquitous that 
it almost seems passé, but it remains 
the preferred source of user-provided 
accommodation. The mighty data-
base now extends to around 60m 
guests and accommodation in more 
than 3 400 cities in more than 190 
countries. 

• Uber, like Airbnb, can seem so 
pervasive that it’s scarcely worth 
mentioning, but the cab-hailing 
service provides affordable, cashless 
– and thus safer – transport in both 
familiar and more foreign climes.

•TripAdvisor gives blunt, often 
brutal, reviews of accommodation, 
restaurants and other facilities, with-
out the travel sunny brochures’ per-
spective. 

• Pocket First Aid and CPR provides 
instant, step-by-step advice on life-
saving procedure and saves you and 
your loved ones’ medical information 
for retrieval. 

• No roundup of travel apps is 
complete without British Airways’ 
own, which has been rated the top 
airline app. It now allows customers 
to save multiple boarding passes to 
their devices, and is even available 
on the Apple iWatch. It also gives 
customers in Heathrow’s Terminals 
3 and 5 “push notifications” alerting 
them when their departure gate is 
open and when boarding has started.

engine and of course by the Boeing 
747, which made long-haul flights 
affordable for the masses.

 Huge advances in mobile technol-
ogy and the proliferation of smart-
phone apps have made travel easier 
than ever, but choosing the right app 
for your next trip can feel downright 
overwhelming. Edward Frost, British 
Airways’ commercial manager for 
South and East Africa says the key to 
convenience is simplicity when using 
technology to travel.

 “New apps are being developed 

and released daily, and while many 
have merit, you’re probably best-ad-
vised to combine the tried-and-tested 
with the flavour-of-the-month and 
the novelty,” says Frost, who suggests 
the following:

•    Jetlag Genie helps you to adjust 
your sleep-patterns to your long-haul 
destination before you leave. So a 
week before your much-publicised 
TEDxSanFrancisco talk, you input 
your travel date, destination and 
usual sleeping time, and it will set 
alarms to ease you into California’s 
time-zone before you fly west.

 • Pocket Yoga helps you stay 
limber and “mindful” during long 
layovers: it’s a virtual yoga instructor 
who guides you through postures and 
stretches. You choose your theme 
(ocean, mountain and so on), the 
duration of your session and level of 
expertise.

•  WalkJogRun is useful for getting 
outdoors in foreign climes, whether 
you’re just out for a stroll or training 
for your next half-marathon. It uses 
accurate GPS data to provide a variety 
of safe and interesting routes.

 •  iStone Travel Translator has 
more than 300 phrases useful to 
travellers in 12 languages, so you need 
never again order raw jellyfish when 
you wanted the vegetable soup. If 
you’re in a particular region or coun-
try regularly or for a long time, try 
DuoLingo, which fast-tracks learning 
one of more than 20 languages.

•  Snapchat has soared to cellphone 
stardom this year as a quick way to 
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to the country.”
 Bristow Helicopters will deliver 

the new service from its base at Port 
Harcourt, which is strategically located 
to transport resources quickly and ef-
ficiently to oil installations in the area.

 The company will dedicate an 
advanced Leonardo AW139 helicop-
ter to the operation, equipped with 
state-of-the-art technology for search 
and rescue missions, including for-
ward looking infrared (FLIR) camera 
technology, dual hoist and mission 
management capabilities.

 The aircraft is painted in red and 

white livery, distinguishing it from 
other aircraft that transport person-
nel to offshore production platforms 
and drilling rigs. Bristow Helicopters 
plans to add subsequent service from 
Lagos as soon as the second AW139 be-
comes operational, which is expected 
by year’s end. Both Port Harcourt and 
Lagos will offer night medical evacua-
tion services.

Crews operating the new service 
are experienced and highly skilled, 
trained and certified to the highest 
industry standards. Pilots, Techni-
cal Crew, Paramedics, Engineers 
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Revolution in the data market -An analyses of data 
offerings by Glo, MTN, Airtel, Etisalat 

In 2003, an indigenous tele-
coms firm, Globacom came 
into the market with the man-
tra of innovation. It positioned 
itself as the most innovative 

telecoms company in the market. 
The company had enough grounds 
to lay claim to that positioning as it 
came into the market with a 2.5G, 
GPRS network, while MTN, Airtel 
and Mtel were running on the legacy 
2G infrastructure.

With this, Globacom could pro-
vide value added services such as 
M-banking, text2email, Magic Plus, 
Multimedia Messaging Service, 
vehicle tracking among other avant-
garde and revolutionary services 
that others could not offer. Instantly, 
it imbued Nigerians with a sense 
of immense pride. A home-grown 
company had risen to liberate its 
people from telecoms servitude.

The launch of the Blackberry in 
2006 was a game-changing move 
that gave the network a golden gilt 
edge.

The network went on to launch 
the 3G network when other net-
works eventually followed suit as 
they also launched both the Black-
berry and 3G services. The era of 3G 
communication saw the explosion 
of data-based telecommunication 
and mobile internet services.  

Nigeria had entered the league of 
online nations where business and 
social communication was done 
virtually on-the-go.

However, one barrier existed 
between the subscriber and this 
modern and vast resource – cost. 
While the bandwidth was available, 
customers often could not afford the 
cost of many services over the World 
Wide Web. Audio streaming, not to 
mention video streaming or heavy 
data usage for most internet data 
users was out of the question.

Not many data customers could 
afford to buy up to 1 Gigabyte of data 
bundle. Many depended on small 
plans that gave 100 or 200 Megabyte 
and at most 500 megabytes.

Then Globacom introduced Glo-
1 in 2010. The infrastructure ad-
dressed the inadequacy of SAT-3 that 
could not guarantee the required 
speed and capacity for the emerg-
ing bandwidth demands of Africa. 
The landing of Glo1 translated into 
much faster and more robust con-
nectivity for voice, data and video. 
This development and the launch 
of other submarine cables like Main 
One made bandwidth available and 
facilitated a drastic fall in the cost of 
doing data/Internet services.

Globacom said it was not only 
liberalizing access to data, but also 
making fast internet connection 
available and making such services 

CHIMA MICHAEL OLERU

pocket-friendly. 
As a New Year gift in January 2016, 

Globacom said it gave subscribers 
the Bumper Data Offer which in-
creased the value of its data. It gave 
subscribers 6GB data for the N3,000 
data plan instead of 4.5GB  while 
a N4000 data plan was introduced 
with 9GB of data. 

In May  2016, Globacom came 
out with a-two pronged offer that 
gave free voice airtime to data sub-
scribers.  One of the products,Talk 
Special, gives free data to voice sub-
scribers  while Twin Bash gives  free 
talk time to data subscribers,

Then, the telecom firm took the 
bull by the horn again and rede-
fined the data market with new and 
difficult-to-beat data plans, offering 
mouth-watering, record- breaking 
data volumes for little sums in an 
aggressive pricing plan called Data 
Overload.

In the new plan, subscribers 
to the network now receive up to 
double the data volume previously 
available on every plan.

 An examination of the new tariff 
regime shows that the N1,000 plan 
which used to give the subscriber 
1.5GB of data now gives 2GB, while 
the N2,000 plan which hitherto 
came with 3GB of data now has 
6GB data. 

Similarly, subscribers will now get 
10GB of data for N2,500 plan instead 
of 5GB and 12GB for N3,000 instead 

of 6GB  data which the plan offered 
before.

 For the N4,000 data plan, the sub-
scriber will now get 18GB instead 
of the old 9GB, while the N5,000 
subscription will give the customer 
24GB.

 The biggest offer is the N8,000 
subscription which, instead of the 
old 24GB, now gives the customer a 
whopping 48GB of data. According 
to market analysts, Glo’s Data Over-
load is currently the most attractive 
offer in the market as no operator 
offers anything near it.

The Overload regime can be a 

  

PRICE  =N= MTN GLO AIRTEL ETISALAT

1,000 1.5GB 2GB 1.5GB 1.5GB

2,000 3.5GB 6GB 3.5GB 3.5GB

2,500 5GB 10GB 5GB  

3,000  12GB   

3,500   7GB 6.5GB

4,000  18GB  

5,000 10GB 24GB 12GB  

8,000  48GB 24GB 16GB

10,000 22GB  34GB 22GB

game-changer in the industry, and 
indeed it is looking like it. Evidence: 
as soon as Globacom announced its 
new data plan, other GSM networks 
also recalibrated their rates. 

Etisalat has the Easy flex Evolu-
tion. The You — Please update your 
info Easyflex Evolution is another 
prepaid package that strives to take 
care of the customer’s voice and 
data needs upon successful sub-
scription to any of the bundles.

Just like Glo’s talk Special and 
Twin bash, the package comes with 
voice centric and data centric vari-
ants. 
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Health&Science
Novartis expands partnership with MMV to develop 
next-generation antimalarial treatment

N
ovartis announced re-
cently that it will fur-
ther expand its long-
standing partnership 
with Medicines for Ma-

laria Venture (MMV). Novartis will 
lead the development of antimalarial 
compound KAF156 with scientific 
and financial support from MMV in 
collaboration with the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation. This agreement 
sets out the terms and conditions for 
the development of KAF156 and its 
future availability to patients.

“With a child dying from malaria 
every two minutes and the threat 
of drug resistance growing year-
on-year, there is a real urgency to 
step up global efforts to combat this 
disease,” said Joseph Jimenez, CEO 
of Novartis. “Partnerships and col-
laborations like this one with MMV 
are essential for the development of 
next generation antimalarials and 
accelerating efforts to eradicate this 
deadly disease.”  

KAF156 belongs to a novel class of 
antimalarial molecules and is one of 
the first antimalarial drug candidates 
to enter Phase IIb clinical develop-
ment in more than 20 years. It acts 
against the two parasites responsible 
for the majority of malaria deaths 
(Plasmodium falciparum and Plas-
modium vivax) and against both the 
blood and liver stages of the parasite’s 
lifecycle. Further, it has the potential 
to provide a more convenient dosing 
regimen and to address the multidrug 
resistance that has emerged in five 
countries of the Great Mekong Sub-
region (GMS). KAF156 builds on the 
heritage of Novartis in antimalarial 
drug development and the launch in 
1999 of Coartem®, the first fixed-dose 
Artemisinin-based Combination 
Therapy (ACT). ACT is the current 

standard of care in malaria treatment.
“We are delighted to extend our 

partnership with Novartis in the 
development of this exciting candi-
date antimalarial medicine with the 
potential to tackle drug resistance 
and improve patient compliance,” said 
David Reddy, CEO of MMV. “As such, 
this agreement marks an important 
milestone, as MMV continues its 
mission to discover, develop and 
deliver new, effective and affordable 
antimalarials to the patients who 
need them most.”

The Novartis Malaria Initiative 
is committed to drive research, de-
velopment and access to novel drugs 
to eliminate malaria. It is one of the 
pharmaceutical industry’s largest 
access-to-medicine programs. Since 
2001, the initiative has delivered 
more than 750 million treatments 
without profit, including 300 mil-
lion dispersible pediatric treatments, 

developed by Novartis in collabora-
tion with MMV, mostly to the public 
sector of malaria-endemic countries. 
Although preventable and treatable, 
malaria continues to kill a child every 
two minutes and threatens the lives 
of many more. It is caused by parasites 
transmitted to people through the 
bite of infected mosquitoes. A com-
prehensive range of interventions is 
required to eradicate the disease, from 
bed nets and spraying for prevention 
to diagnostics and medicines to treat 
the disease and block its transmission. 

The Novartis Malaria Initiative is 
focused on conducting research and 
development for the next generation 
of antimalarials, improving access to 
treatment and helping communities 
deliver better healthcare. Operated 
by Sandoz, the Novartis generics and 
biosimilars division, the Malaria Ini-
tiative is one of the pharmaceutical 
industry’s largest access-to-medicine 

programs. Since 2001, the initiative 
has delivered more than 750 million 
treatments without profit, including 
300 million dispersible pediatric 
treatments, mostly to the public sec-
tor of malaria-endemic countries. 

Novartis has a long heritage in 
antimalarial drug development. 
Coartem®, the first fixed-dose Arte-
misinin-based Combination Therapy 
(ACT), was launched in 1999. ACT is 
the current standard of care in ma-
laria treatment. Currently, there are 
two potential antimalarial therapies 
in Phase II clinical trials in the Novar-
tis portfolio, KAE609 (cipargamin)[2] 
and KAF156. Both are new classes of 
compounds that treat malaria in dif-
ferent ways from current therapies, 
and could help combat growing resis-
tance to existing artemisinin-based 
combination therapies.

MMV is a leading product devel-
opment partnership (PDP) in the field 

of antimalarial drug research and de-
velopment. Its mission is to reduce the 
burden of malaria in disease-endemic 
countries by discovering, developing 
and delivering new, effective and 
affordable antimalarial drugs. Since 
its foundation in 1999, MMV and 
partners have built the largest port-
folio of antimalarial R&D and access 
projects ever assembled, and brought 
forward six new medicines that are 
already saving lives. MMV’s success 
is based on its extensive partnership 
network of over 400 pharmaceuti-
cal, academic and endemic-country 
partners in more than 55 countries. 
MMV’s vision is a world in which 
innovative medicines will cure and 
protect the vulnerable and under-
served populations at risk of malaria, 
and ultimately help to eradicate this 
terrible disease.

KAF156 belongs to a new class 
of dual-acting compounds known 
as imidazolepiperazines (IZPs) that 
target the parasite at both the liver 
and blood stage of its reproductive 
cycle. If confirmed in clinical trials, 
the dual antimalarial activity of 
the IZP compounds would give this 
class promise as a potential first-
line therapy for the prevention and 
treatment of malaria[3],[4]. KAF156, 
currently in Phase IIb clinical trials, 
is the result of a Wellcome Trust, 
Medicines for Malaria Venture and 
Singapore Economic Development 
Board supported joint research pro-
gram with the Novartis Institute 
for Tropical Diseases, the Genomics 
Institute of the Novartis Research 
Foundation, and the Swiss Tropical 
and Public Health Institute. The 
research program aimed to discover 
the next generation of antimalarial 
drugs. Novartis is developing KAF156 
with scientific and financial support 
from MMV.

Existing diabetes drug shows effectiveness against chronic liver disease

R
esearchers have found 
that an existing diabetes 
drug can be used to halt 
progression of another 
disease that is a leading 

cause of liver transplants.
A three-year clinical trial led 

by University of Florida Health re-
searcher Kenneth Cusi, M.D., found 
that the drug pioglitazone is safe and 
effective in certain patients who 
have nonalcoholic steatohepatitis, 
or NASH, a chronic liver disease 
caused by a buildup of fat. The find-
ings are published in the journal 
Annals of Internal Medicine.

NASH is often known as “silent” 
liver disease and affects 10 to 20 per-
cent of the population and perhaps 
as many as one-third of all patients 
with adult-onset diabetes in the 
United States, according to recent 
studies. Left unchecked, NASH can 
cause chronic inflammation that 
leads to liver cancer or cirrhosis. 
NASH is now the second-leading 
cause of liver transplants and the 

numbers continue to grow each 
year, said Cusi, chief of the divi-
sion of endocrinology, diabetes and 
metabolism in the UF College of 
Medicine’s department of medicine.

Early diagnosis and treatment of 
NASH is crucial for those who are 
at greatest risk for the disease, usu-
ally obese patients who also have 
prediabetes or Type 2 diabetes. But 
until now, Cusi said, there was little 
urgency to diagnose NASH because 
there were no available medications.

The research group’s single-cen-
ter clinical trial involving 101 NASH 
patients with prediabetes or Type 
2 diabetes found that pioglitazone 
reduced fatty liver disease activity 
in 58 percent of participants. In just 
more than half the participants -- 51 
percent -- the disease was reduced 
enough that it was no longer consid-
ered a threat to the liver.

“The exciting thing is that there is 
a generic drug that already prevents 
the onset of Type 2 diabetes and 
cardiovascular disease in recent 

studies. Now, it can reduce disease 
from excess liver fat accumulation 
and liver inflammation, and halt 
fibrosis that leads to cirrhosis. This 
will have a lot of long-term benefits 
for many people with a medication 
that will be very affordable and is 
already being used to treat Type 2 
diabetes,” Cusi said.

The study also has implications 

for people with prediabetes and 
NASH because fatty liver disease is 
a risk factor for Type 2 diabetes even 
in those who aren’t obese, research-
ers said.

Federal regulators approved 
Actos (pioglitazone) in 2000 and a 
generic version of the drug in 2012 
to improve blood glucose control in 
adults with Type 2 diabetes. Still, 

pioglitazone’s use against liver 
disease will require a larger, multi-
center clinical trial that could take 
seven years or more in addition to 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
approval. A multicenter trial would 
allow researchers to learn more 
about the drug’s long-term benefits 
for liver issues and determine why 
some participants respond better 
than others to the medication, Cusi 
said.

Researchers aren’t entirely cer-
tain about how pioglitazone works 
against liver disease. Patients with 
NASH are insulin-resistant, mean-
ing their body does not respond 
normally to their own insulin. This 
defect promotes fat accumulation 
and inflammation in the liver. The 
researchers believe the medication 
makes molecular improvements in 
the liver and other tissues such as 
fat. That helps the body’s response to 
insulin, making it insulin-sensitive 
again and restoring normal me-
tabolism.
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ART reduces risk of life-threatening HIV-related infections

A
dults and children with 
HIV who start antiret-
roviral therapy (ART) as 
early as possible reduce 
their risk of developing 

serious HIV-related infections, ac-
cording to new findings published in 
the journal Clinical Infectious Diseases 
this month. 

“Opportunistic and other infec-
tions are the major cause of death in 
adults and children with HIV,” said 
Philippa Easterbrook from WHO’s 
Department of HIV. 

“There have been previous esti-
mates on the impact of ART in reduc-
ing deaths and new HIV infections, 
but not on its impact on each of the 
serious infections to which people 
with HIV are vulnerable, especially 
in low-income settings. Knowing how 
common these infections are is really 
important for planning HIV health 
services in these countries, includ-
ing procuring drugs and diagnostic 
tests,” Easterbrook added.

In 126 different studies based on al-
most half a million adult HIV patients, 
the most common infections were 
oral thrush, tuberculosis, shingles 
and bacterial pneumonia – each of 
which occurred in more than 5% of 
adults before ART. There was a major 
reduction in the risk of development 
of all infections for those on ART, by 
57% to 91%, and this was greatest in 
the first year of treatment. It was es-
timated that earlier ART would have 
prevented at least 900 000 cases of 
life-threatening infections and saved 
around $50 million in 2013.

Gottfried Hirnschall, Director 
of WHO’s HIV Department, also 
remarked that: “We know that ART 
has a dramatic effect in reducing death 
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their alleged role in the diversion of 
over $4m.

The money, it was learnt, was part 
of the money given to Nigeria by the 
Global Fund to fight AIDS, tuberculosis 
and malaria. Global Fund is an inter-
national financing organisation that 
aims to attract and disburse additional 
resources to prevent and treat HIV and 
AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria

In a related development, the 
United Nations General Assembly 
has adopted by consensus, the 2016 
Political Declaration on the Fast-Track 
to End AIDS in the age of Sustainable 
Development.

Member States commit to end 
the AIDS epidemic as a public health 
threat by 2030, a key target for the 
2030 Agenda on Sustainable Devel-
opment, adopted by the UN General 
Assembly in 2015.

The Declaration reaffirms previous 
commitments on HIV by the General 

Assembly made in 2001, 2006 and 
2011, which initially led to a dramatic 
decrease in new HIV infections and 
an unprecedented expansion of access 
to life-saving antiretroviral therapy 
– with over 17 million people on treat-
ment by the end of 2015.

The new Declaration aims to 
broaden the HIV response, by imbed-
ding it in the broader Agenda for 
Sustainable Development. It acknowl-
edges the critical links between tack-
ling HIV and a wide variety of other 
health and development issues and 
in the advancement of women and 
girls. By reaffirming the Agenda for 
Sustainable Development the Declara-
tion not only calls for the end to AIDS 
but firmly links the HIV response to 
targets on ending the tuberculosis epi-
demic, combating viral hepatitis and 
achieving universal health coverage. 

It recognizes the critical relationships 
that exist between poverty and de-
velopment and HIV epidemics – not-
ing that these broader development 
targets can only be achieved if HIV 
epidemics are addressed.

The Declaration calls for an ex-
panded multi-sectoral response, a 
more comprehensive public health 
approach, even more ambitious HIV 
and development targets, a greater 
focus on equity and human rights, in-
tensified action to address the needs of 
women and girls, and new approaches 
to ensure sustainable financing for 
HIV services.

This Political Declaration will 
enable countries to intensify and ac-
celerate their HIV responses, to ensure 
that their HIV responses are fully 
integrated into the broader Agenda 
for Sustainable Development, and 
ultimately to end the AIDS epidemic.

… Nigeria’s HIV response challenged by corruption   
rates as well as new HIV infections. 
These findings demonstrate that ART 
has the same effect in reducing the 
risk of serious HIV-related infec-
tions in adults and children – thus, 
further explaining the reduction in 
death rates. This reinforces the need 
to continually prioritize the expan-
sion of access to ART. The new WHO 
guidelines recommend starting ART 
in all HIV-infected persons as soon 
as possible, regardless of the stage of 
infection.”

Nigeria’s commitment to fighting 
the HIV scourge is however doubtful 
and the prevalence rate also remains 
worrisome. With about 5.7 million 
Nigerians living with HIV/AIDS, 
Nigeria ranks second after South Af-
rica with the number of people living 
with HIV Africa.

This comes as the Nigeria’s preva-
lence rate increased from less than 
1 percent in 2001 to 3.4 percent this 
year.

The AIDS Health Care Foundation 
(AHF) has also said that only about 
45 percent of Nigerians are aware of 
their HIV status.

Over 196,000 adolescents, rep-
resenting 10 percent of the global 
burden, are also said to be living with 
HIV/AIDS in Nigeria with an alarming 
estimated number of AIDS-related 
deaths, UNICEF’s analysis of UNAIDS 
2013  HIV  and AIDS estimates have 
shown.

The increase in infections can-
not be divorced from unscrupulous 
activities by some Nigerians who 
take undue advantage to abuse funds 
meant to combat the spead of the virus 
in Nigeria.

This week, it was reported that 
the Economic and Financial Crimes 
Commission arrested seven officials 
in the Federal Ministry of Health for 

Scientists make headway with possible vaccine for Zika Virus

E
uropean scientists 
have announc e d 
the dis c overy of 
antibodies which 
attack Zika, a step 

they hope will pave the 
way for a protective vaccine 

CALEB OJEWALE with agency reports against the brain-damaging 
virus.

The antibodies -- frontline 
soldiers in the immune sys-
tem -- “efficiently neutralise” 
Zika in human cells in lab 
dishes, and are also effective 
against its cousin virus den-

gue, the team reported.
The discovery “could lead 

to the development of a uni-
versal vaccine” against both 
diseases, they hoped.

The Zika-zapping mol-
ecules were obtained from 
people who had previously 

been infected with dengue 
and whose immune systems 
had produced antibodies to 
fight that disease.

“The antibodies could be 
used, for example, to protect 
pregnant women at risk of 
contracting the Zika virus,” 
said Felix Rey, a virology ex-
pert at France’s Institut Pas-
teur who co-authored twin 
studies in Nature and Nature 
Immunology.

“We never expected to 
discover that the dengue 
virus and the Zika virus are 
so close that some antibodies 
produced against the dengue 
virus could also neutralise 
the Zika virus so potently,” 
Rey added.

But Rey cautioned that 
a working vaccine is likely 
far off.

“There is a lot still to be 
done, notably to conduct a 
clinical trial. This may take 
some time.”

Benign in most people, 
Zika has been linked to a form 
of severe brain damage, called 

microcephaly, in babies, and 
to rare adult-onset neurologi-
cal problems such as Guillain-
Barre Syndrome, which can 
result in paralysis and death.

In an outbreak that started 
last year, about 1.5 million 
people have been infected 
with Zika in Brazil, out of 
a global total of some two 
million, and more than 1,600 
babies born with abnormally 
small heads and brains.

Zika and dengue are both 
transmitted by the Aedes 
mosquito, and are members 
of the same family of Flavi-
viridae viruses.

While there is no drug for 
Zika, a vaccine does exist for 
dengue which causes flu-
like symptoms such as fever, 
headache, nausea, vomiting, 
muscle pain, and skin rashes 
similar to measles.

In one percent of cases 
it cases a deadly haemor-
rhagic fever which kills about 
22,000 people a year, ac-
cording to the World Health 
Organization (WHO).
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F
ollowing the announcement 
on Friday that Britain have 
voted to leave the European 
Union in a ground breaking 
vote, British football clubs, 

especially the Barclays Premier League 
could suffer difficulties in buying top 
players when the transfer windows 
opens, soccer expert has warned.

 UK’s exit may spring up rise in trans-
fer fees and wages is likely to rise, said 
Simon Chadwick, professor of sports 
enterprise at Salford University.

 “Clubs could suddenly find players 
are much more expensive because the 
pound is worth less,” he told BBC Sport.

 Football Association chairman, 
Greg Dyke, added that the decision 
could have “quite an impact on English 
football”.

 He said the full impact of leaving the 
EU might not be known for two years.

 “It would be a shame if some of the 
great European players can’t come 
here but I don’t think that will happen. 
Whether the total number reduces will 
depend on the terms of the exit,” he said.

 “My personal view has always 
been that the decline in the number of 
English players in Premier League first 
teams - we’re down to about 30% now, 
is a shame. If it increases the number of 
English players, that is to be welcomed. 
But you don’t want to lose the best Eu-
ropean players coming here.” 

Players’ wages, the staging of big 
events, the Premier League brand and 
the Bosman Ruling on transfers could 
all be affected, according to Chadwick.

 “Our sport for several decades has 
been underpinned by European Union 
legislation. We are going to have to 
think about new rules and new ways of 
doing things through a period of uncer-
tainty and I think incredible instability, 
and that could last anything up to five, 
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possibly 10 years.” he said.
 “The most immediate impact in the 

short term will be upon this transfer 
window. What we’ve seen over the last 
few hours is the pound plummeting 
in value by as much as 10% at certain 
stages.” 

Players could be more reluctant to 
move to clubs in the UK if the value of 
their potential salaries has fallen, added 
Chadwick.

 However, the Premier League said it 
would continue to be a “hugely success-
ful sporting competition that has strong 
domestic and global appeal” regardless 
of the referendum result.

 “Given the uncertain nature of what 
the political and regulatory landscape 
might be following the ‘Leave’ vote, 
there is little point second guessing the 
implications until there is greater clar-
ity,” a spokesman said. 

“Clearly, we will continue to work 
with Government and other bodies 
whatever the outcome of any process.”

 Some Leave campaigners argued 
that a post-Brexit UK could lower 
freedom-of-movement restrictions on 
the rest of the world.

 Analysis carried out by the BBC in 
March of squads in the first two tiers in 
England and the Scottish Premiership 
revealed 332 players would fail to meet 
the current standards. 

Scottish club Hamilton Academical 
admitted it may have to change its re-
cruitment policy, with manager Martin 
Canning indicating seven or eight of his 
squad could be affected.

 However, the rules could be watered 
down to make it easier for non-EU play-
ers to come to the UK - as is the case 
with Norway and Switzerland.

 “The work the BBC did earlier in 
the year identified players like N’Golo 
Kante at Leicester, who would cur-

 British world heavyweight 
champion, Tyson Fury, has post-
poned next month’s rematch with 
Wladimir Klitschko after injuring 
an ankle in training.

 The bout had been scheduled 
to take place in Manchester on 9 
July.

 The undefeated Fury posted on 
Instagram that he had been forced 
to cancel the fight after injuring 
himself while running in the Lake 
District.

 “They’ve said it’s not broken 
but it’s badly sprained and to keep 
off it for six to seven weeks,” he 
said.

 Peter Fury, his uncle and train-
er, said on Twitter: “Fight date will 
be postponed with new date re-
leased very soon, probably today.”

 Tyson Fury took the WBA and 

rently fail work permit regulations,” 
said Chadwick. 

“There will need to be a process of 
negotiation and this may take a year, 
two years, who knows, before we get 
to a system of how we will deal with 
overseas players. 

“The summer of transfer activity 
that we are used to, the kind of rumours 
of big signings, we should expect a 
period of restrained activity until the 
players, the agents, their clubs, the 
Premier League, and everyone involved 
in football, are sure about what’s going 

to happen.” 
He said there could also be implica-

tions for Euro 2020, with the semi-finals 
and finals due to be played at Wembley 
in London and potentially involving 
European Union nations.

 “Here are two sets of foreign workers 
who come to this country to ply their 
trade and they are going to be awarded 
prize money. Because they are not Brit-
ish citizens, what kind of tax arrange-
ments will be put in place for these 
players?” added Chadwick.

WBO heavyweight titles from 
Klitschko in their first bout in 
November. 

“Of course, I am currently to-
tally disappointed about the can-
cellation,” Klitschko said. 

“As well as for my fans, I´m very 
sorry, they were all very excited 
for this rematch. But one thing is 
also clear, this just means I’ll get 
my belt a few weeks later.”

 Fury’s promoter Mick Hen-
nessy added: “It’s very unfortu-
nate at this crucial stage of Tyson’s 
preparations that this injury has 
occurred with just a couple of 
weeks to go.

 “There was no way Tyson could 
go into the fight against Wladimir 
Klitschko less than 100% fit.”
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2018 FIFA W/Cup qualifiers: Nigeria in group of death

N
igeria have been drawn 
in the group of death 
for the Russia 2018 Fifa 
World Cup qualifying 
with Zambia, Algeria 

and bitter rivals Cameroon in group B.
 Africa will definitely miss one of 

the powerhouses at the 2018 Fifa 
World Cup in Russia as three major 
top ranked countries have been 
drawn in the same group.

 Ranked top in Africa, Algeria will 
battle it out with Cameroon and Ni-
geria for the single ticket of the group 
for the biggest soccer fiesta in Russia.

 Group B is a group with experi-
enced World Cup countries as three 
of the countries have been at the 
World Cup sixteen times together.

 Algeria have appeared at the 
World Cup on four different occa-
sions after making their debut in 1982.

 Cameroon, the African country 
with the most appearances at the 
World Cup with seven appearances 
will battle the Super Eagles of Nige-
ria who have five appearances at the 
event.

 Zambia is the only country with 
no World Cup experience in the 
group but will obviously not be 
pushovers.

 Even though it promises to provide 
Africa with a strong team for the 
world cup from that group, Africa is 
surely missing three powerhouses for 
the event in 2018.

 The Super Eagles are reunited with 
Algeria in World Cup qualifiers. Back 
in 1993, Nigeria topped the USA ’94 
qualifying group that included Alge-
ria, as the Eagles reached their first 
ever senior World Cup.
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 Nigeria back then defeated Algeria 
4-1 in Lagos and got the draw they 
needed in the final group game in 
Algeria to qualify. 

The Super Eagles played a draw 
with then defending champions 
Zambia in the group phases of the 
2013 Africa Cup of Nations in South 
Africa, before Nigeria went on to win 
the title.

 The two countries also met at the 
final of the 1994 AFCON, with Nigeria 
winning a tight game 2-1 in Tunis.

 Cameroon and Nigeria have been 
traditional rivals for ages but have 
usually avoided each other at World 

Growing youth development through sports
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Cup qualifiers.
 The two however clash regu-

larly at AFCON, with the Lions often 
emerging winners.

 Cameroon defeated Nigeria thrice 
in finals to with AFCON titles: in 1984 
in Abidjan, 1988 in Rabat and 2000 
in Lagos. But the Eagles defeated the 
Lions in the quarter-finals of the 2004 
AFCON in Tunisia.

 In the other African Russia 2018 
qualifying groups, Tunisia, Libya, DR 
Congo and Guinea face off in Group 
A; while Cote d’Ivoire, Morocco, Mali 
and Gabon are in Group C.

 Senegal head Group D, with South 

Africa,  Burkina Faso and Vape Verde 
as the other teams.

 Ghana are the top team in Group 
E, competing with Egypt, Congo and 
Uganda.

 The qualifiers start in October.
  Group A: Tunisia, Libya, DR 

Congo, Guinea 
Group B: Zambia, Cameroon, 
Algeria, Nigeria 
Group C: Gabon, Mali, Ivory Coast, 

Morocco 
Group D: Senegal, South Africa, 

Burkina Faso, Cape Verde
 Group E: Ghana, Congo, Egypt, 

Uganda

I
n furtherance of its continued 
support for sports and commit-
ment to youth development in 
Nigeria, Chi Limited recently 

participated in the finals of the just 
concluded Lagos state principal’s 

… a CHIVITA 100% initiative

cup. Renowned to be one of the 
biggest grassroots football compe-
titions in Nigeria, the tournament 
comprises inter-secondary school 
soccer amongst schools in Lagos.

 Thousands of students across the 
state who thronged the Teslim Ba-

logun stadium in Lagos to witness 
the final match were entertained 
with delightful football skills and 
refreshed with Chivita 100% fruit 
juice by brand ambassadors. Some 
of the students took out time to 
enquire about the Chivita 100% 
“JuiceBall” campaign, which they 
had seen and heard about. Staff of 
Chi Ltd were on hand to answer all 
their questions in an engaging and 
exciting way.

 For Shola Olaogun, a student of 
Onitolo Grammar School, Surulere 
Lagos, He thanked the management 
of Chi Limited for also identifying 
with the Lagos State Principals’ Cup 
and the opportunity it brings. “By 
identifying with the Principals’ Cup 
Chivita 100% fruit juice encourages 
us to excel and not settle for less 
than the best” he added.

 According to Chi Limited’s Head 
of Marketing, Probal Bhattacharya, 
“for us at Chi Limited, we recognize 

the power of sports for social good. 
Our support for sports in Nigeria 
is predicated on its hugely posi-
tive impact on development goals 
including improving health, edu-
cation and community cohesion as 
well as communicates important 
messages to a range of different 
audiences. Through our flagship 
brand Chivita 100% fruit juice, we 
shall continue to offer refreshment 
and nourishment necessary for 
youth development and sports”

Chivita 100% produced from 
the finest collection of local and 
imported fruits, and squeezed into 
affordable packs, Chivita 100% fruit 
juice comes with no added sugar, no 
colour or preservatives and is avail-
able in six variants; Real Orange, 
Real Apple, Real Pineapple, Red 
Grape, Orange Pineapple & Orange 
Mango and in 1 litre, 315ml and 
200ml pack sizes.
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Starting Nigeria afresh

F
or years,  many Nigerians 
prayed that the oil would finish 
so Nigeria could start afresh, 
could go back to first principles 
and reconstruct itself along 

productive lines.
Well, after four decades of the oil 

bonanza their  prayers have been 
answered. Oil didn’t exactly finish; plenty 
of it is still in the ground and under the 
sea. But all too many countries now have 
oil. Oil is everywhere, the oil market is 
glutted, and prices have collapsed. 

The glut was anticipated, and the 
collapse was predicted. Oil producing 
countries with a smart leadership 
saved for the rainy day and channeled 
t h e i r  e x p e n d i t u re  t o  e d u c a t i o n , 
industrialization, and   infrastructure. 
For them, oil was a blessing.

Countries with fools for leaders did not. 
Like the proverbial prodigal son, they spent 
their oil earnings “in riotous living.” Some 
not only consumed most or all of it but, 
in addition, took on huge debts to finance 
their appetites and bloat their personal bank 
accounts through “recurrent expenses.” For 
them, oil was a curse.

 Every Nigerian can count his teeth 
with his tongue and decide which side 
of the equation we are on.

And so the question is: what is to 
be done? How do we reorganize and 
reconstruct Nigeria along productive 
lines? How do we start Nigeria afresh?

The first thing is to recognize the 
sovereignty of the nationalities that 
constitute Nigeria. Even the colonizing 
British recognized them to some extent, 
hence their system of “indirect rule” 
which left the peoples alone to develop 
their economies and pay taxes to the 
colonizing power. 

Such autonomy and “self government” 
continued until the military snatched it 
away in 1966-67 and created multiples 
of artificial, economically un-viable 
little “states” that depended on hand-
outs from the central government to 
sustain their huge bureaucracies which 
consumed everything and produced 
nothing.

Now that oil revenues have dwindled 
to pre- or early-OPEC levels, the logical 
thing is to “decentralize” governance, 
return autonomy to the pre-oil, First 
Republic Four Regions or their modified 
and updated Six Geo-political Zones so 
that each of them can control and develop 
all the resources (mineral, agricultural 
and otherwise) in their territories, 
educate and train their children in 
marketable skills, industrialize and 
provide jobs for their teeming millions, 
build infrastructure, and pay taxes 
to the central government. “Hand-
outs” (if anything) would go from the 
active, productive “federating units” 
(by whatever name—regions, zones, 
provinces or states) to the non-producing 
central or federal government.

Merely reducing the number of states 
from 36 to 6 would automatically cut the 
cost of state governance by 87%. When the 
expenses are trimmed (special assistants, 
fleets of cars, bloated allowances, foreign 
junkets, “security vote,” etc.), the cost of 
governing the states will drop to about 
3% of what it is at present.

A similar belt tightening in every 
arm of government—federal  executive, 
judiciary, legislature, parastatals and civil 
service—will reduce federal government 
expenditure to suit the drastically 
diminished revenue from oil, and, more 
importantly, prepare the stage for a 
new mind-set focused on production 
rather than consumption. Necessity 
will push the operators of government 
as well as the ordinary citizenry to 

apply their minds and energies to 
productive, transformative work that will 
yield sustainable, repeatable revenue 
from agriculture, manufacturing and 
technology.

This fundamental restructuring of the 
Nigerian federation will require:

(a)  Detailed mapping out by a 
national Think Tank, e.g. the            Nigerian 
Economic Summit Group (NESG);

(b)  A Conference of the Nationalities 
who will agree on the terms of the 
restructuring, followed, if need be, by a 
plebiscite approval vote;

(c)  Implementation, guided by the 
road-map provided by the Think Tank.

Meanwhile, as the Think Tank prepares 
its road map, the current administration 
can take certain preparatory actions:

1. St a n d  t h e  a n n u a l  B u d g e t 
on its feet, with no more than 10%  
going to Recurrent Expenses (salaries, 
emoluments, entertainment, transport & 
travel, etc.), and 90% to Capital Projects 
(infrastructure—reconstruction & 
re-equipment of schools, training of 
teachers, electricity, health care, roads, 
railways, etc.).

2. Dismantle the Local Government 
system which has nothing to show for the 
billions pumped into it over the years.

3. Drastically reduce salaries/
emoluments paid to governors, ministers, 
legislators, etc.

4. Reduce the National Assembly 
to a part-time legislature of 2 or 3 
delegates selected from each State 
Assembly. 

5. Reduce State Assemblies to 
volunteer or part-time, with very limited 
salaries/allowances. 

For Nigeria to become a self-loving and 
peaceful nation it must be restructured 
and reformed into productivity. The 
collapse of oil means that there is no 
more easy money to steal or share. But 
there is plenty of money to be made—as 
the productive nations of the earth know 
very well. We should observe those 
countries that produce all the goods 
we import and consume every day, and 
learn from them how honest money is 
made through determined application 
of physical and mental energies by a 
self-loving and hard-working citizenry.
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10 Malware Removal Apps Tested, Mal-
warebytes Comes out on Top: A recent 
test done by the independent antivirus re-
search group AV-TEST—whose tests we’ve 
mentioned in the past—took a look at the 
performance of today’s most popular mal-
ware removal applications. Most of the ap-
plications showed excellent performance, 
but only Malwarebytes—a free download—
managed a perfect score. A good antivirus 
tool doesn’t have to cost a ton of money, and 
it doesn’t have to drag your system down 
either. Last week we asked you for the 
best, then looked at the five best desktop 
antivirus applications. Now we’re back to 
crown the crowd favorite.  
What to Do When Someone Gets Unau-
thorized Access to Your Computer: We 
don’t like to think about it, but it can 
happen: whether by hacking or by theft, 
someone can get access to your computer 
and everything on it. When the unthink-
able happens, here’s how to pick up the 
pieces. Mac: VirusTotal, the awesome 
malware checker that scans files using over 
50 different antivirus programs, is finally 
available on the Mac—so you can check 
suspicious files against tons of databases. 
Mac: VirusTotal, the awesome malware 
checker that scans files using over 50 differ-
ent antivirus programs, is finally available 
on the Mac—so you can check suspicious 
files against tons of databases.

Blogs
From the 

“I am afraid I did not succeed in the election in Kogi, 
Bayelsa, Rivers. I think that more Nigerians are killed or 
killed themselves in Rivers than in any particular state. 
At this stage of our political development, to remain 
brutal is shameful and as a government, I promise we 
will do something by the next general election”. President 
Muhammadu Buhari. 

“When Republican candidates like Ted Cruz call for treat-
ing American Muslims like criminals and for racially pro-
filing predominantly Muslim neighborhood, it’s wrong, 
it’s counterproductive and it’s dangerous. One thing 
we know that does not work is offensive, inflammatory 
rhetoric that demonizes all Muslims. Slogans aren’t a 
strategy. Loose cannons tend to misfire”. Hillary Clinton.

“We reported the deportation to the Belgian Embassy in 
Ankara on July 14, 2015, but he was later set free. One of 
the attackers in Brussels is an individual we detained in 
Gaziantep in June 2015 and deported. We reported the 
deportation to the Belgian Embassy in Ankara on July 
14, 2015, but he was later set free.  Belgium ignored our 
warning that this person is a foreign fighter”. Turkish 
President Tayyip Erdogan.

Numbers
$1.76 billion
Nigeria’s government will pump 350 billion naira 
($1.76 billion) in the next quarter into Africa’s biggest 
economy hit hard by a slump in oil revenues, Finance 
Minister Kemi Adeosun have said.

N115bn
The Debt Management Office said The Central Bank 
of Nigeria borrowed N114.97bn ($579.05m) through 
three-month to one-year Treasury bills last week at 
higher returns than in its previous auction.
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