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Minutes of the Bluntisham Parish Council Meeting 

 Wednesday 2nd January 2019 at 8.00pm in The Village Hall, Mill Lane, 

Bluntisham 
Present: Chairman Mr Mark Berg, Mr Frank Hudson, Mrs Kathy Searle, Mrs Philippa Hope, 

Mr Martin Crowhurst, Mrs Cynthia Curtis, Mr Rob Gore, Mrs Jayne Smith & Mrs Tracey 

Davidson (Clerk) 

Also present: 4 x member of the public & Cllr Jon Neish & Cllr Steve Criswell 

 Open forum  

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and wished all a Happy New Year.  No 

members of the public wished to comment as part of the open forum.   

Meeting opened at 8.01pm 

 

162  Dispensation Forms received & decisions given - None  

163  Declarations of interest for items on the agenda – Mrs Philippa Hope pecuniary interest 

item 172 BACS run 7th December.  

 

164  Apologies for absence – Mr Gary James.  No contact from Cllr Besley.  

165  Planning: 

• 18/02440/HHFUL – single storey rear and first floor side extension.  18 Orchard End, 

Bluntisham.  Mrs Kathy Searle apologised that a site visit didn’t take place, however, 

advised that the proposal is similar to neighbouring properties and will not overlook the 

neighbours.  It was recommended to APPROVE the application on this basis.  

(Proposed Mr Martin Crowhurst, seconded Mrs Kathy Searle.  All agreed.) 

• Local Plan 2036 – proposed main modifications consultation on changes.  Mrs 

Philippa Hope advised the main change was the deletion of the LSC and Bluntisham is 

now classified as a Small Settlement, which the PC are pleased with.  However, it was 

noted that despite this change HDC continue to apply tilted balance to planning 

applications within the district until the plan is formally adopted.  It was recommended 

that the parish council comments to be logged on the consultation document.   
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166  Minutes of the Parish Council meeting dated 5th December to be approved and signed by 

the Chairman – The minutes were signed by the Chairman.  (Proposed Mr Frank Hudsom, 

seconded Mr Martin Crowhurst.  All agreed.) 

 

167  Matters arising from previous minutes not on the agenda – None.  

168  County Council & District Council reports: 

Cllr Steve Criswell had nothing to report but wished all a Happy New Year.  No questions 

were raised. 

Cllr Jon Neish advised that the budget will be put forward to scrutiny panel next week and full 

council the following week.  Two options have been put forward.  A potential increase on 

council tax of 2.6% is one option.  He advised that HDC continues to look for saving 

opportunities and town and parish grass cutting is one suggestion currently being investigated. 

Mrs Philippa Hope asked about the combined authority external audit if any further updates 

are available.  Cllr Neish advised that the budget increase for running the combined authority 

is purely based on the “running costs” and not the actual “delivery” of the proposed changes.  

Cllr Criswell advised that CCC have triggered an internal and external audit of the process.  

No further detail is available to date.   
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The clerk has not heard from Cllr Besley.  

169  FY2017/18 Accounts to end December 2018 –   

Mrs Philippa Hope went through the budget and advised the clerk salary line is likely to reflect 

an overspend whereas the staff Tax & NI line will reflect an underspend at year end.  This is 

down to the clerk’s tax code due to other employment and is not a pay increase.  The VH 

Electricity costs remain high but both the electricity & Gas are actual readings.  The clerk 

confirmed that quotes for motion sensors on the lights are being obtained.  The contract 

cleaning looks high but is purely paying outstanding cleaning for September.  Mrs Philippa 

Hope asked if the earmarked reserve figure could be excluded from the actual PC forecast so a 

clearer picture of the operating costs & receipts be accurately reflected in the accounts.  It was 

agreed to do this.  A potential saving of £7k is projected and all maintenance jobs are to be 

carried out in this final quarter in order to use this surplus. 

Income December - £2046.74 

Expenditure December - £4394.87 

Bank Balance: £38140.43 

(Proposed Mrs Philippa Hope, seconded Mr Rob Gore.  All agreed.) 

 

170  Salary Rates – NJC 2019/20 – it was agreed to defer this item to the Finance committee to 

make their recommendation.  

 

171  Authorise purchase orders – Mr Mark Berg signed the purchase order.  All expenditure 

approved by full council on 5th December: 

PO010 – £225.99 Elan City 

 

172  Accounts for payment for December 

• BACS run 5th December- £2385.48 authorised by Mr Rob Gore & Mrs Kathy Searle 

• BACS run 31st December - £980.11 authorised by Mrs Philippa Hope, Mrs Cynthia 

Curtis. 

(Proposed Mr Rob Gore seconded Mrs Kathy Searle.  All agreed.) 

 

173  Village Maintenance & events: 

• Beer festival – A meeting has been arranged for Monday 14th January from 8pm in the 

village hall.   

• SID update – the clerk has changed the batteries again on Rectory Road and will move 

the location next week and share the data.  The additional brackets have been ordered 

ready for fixing onto the new locations. 

• Open Morning – the clerk has arranged this for Saturday 9th March from 10 – 12pm.  

The clerk will produce a leaflet the week before to be delivered to all households and 

will formally invite the County, District Cllrs & the MP. 

• Prince of Wales sign – the clerk advised that the sign is now ready to be hung on the 

wall in the village hall.  It was agreed to put it on the opposite wall to the cricket 

trophies in the Victoria Room.   

• Notice board – the clerk advised that the notice board on the High Street is out of date 

as she has lost the key.  It was agreed to get quotes to replace the lock on the notice 

board and to refurbish the notice board in-keeping with the conservation area.  The 

clerk is to speak with the residents of the property the notice board is situated.  The 

clerk suggested if there is surplus funds at the end of the year to replace the notice 

board on the road entrance to the village hall with a smaller board as the current one is 

badly damaged. 

• Play park - the clerk advised that the new signs which were mounted onto wood have 

been damaged and removed.  This is a legal requirement to have signs on the entrance 

to the park.  A quote for Michael Murray signs to print on stronger Perspex using metal 

fixings costing £50 ex VAT was supported.  (Proposed Mrs Cynthia Curtis, seconded 

Mr Martin Crowhurst.  All agreed.) 
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174  Committee updates: 

• Allotment – Mr Frank Hudson advised that there was nothing to report. 
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• Updates from Mrs M Lumb – emailed the following summary.  

Road Safety: I have been given information on possible funding sources for 

improvements at the Wheatsheaf crossroads & am waiting to hear from the Road 

Safety engineering team as to the feasibility of lighting at the junction as an interim 

measure.  The safety camera outside Envar will be digitised in 2019. 

Envar: Frank Hudson & I were invited to visit the site recently to see how the 

improvements & alterations were progressing.  The operations manager agreed to keep 

the vegetation cut back & road signs clean.  The entrance/exit on the St Ives to 

Somersham Road will be modified shortly. 

HCV: Members of the group recently met with Shailesh Vara who agreed to look into 

the concerns raised regarding pollution & the impact of approval of the Willow Hall 

Farm application. 

175  Correspondence received 

• Confirmation from the RBL that all wreaths will be removed from the war memorial 

on the 12th night across the district.   

• The clerk shared correspondence from Mr Peter Searle who has given notice for cutting 

the recreation ground from the end of January.  The clerk will investigate options ready 

for discussion at the next meeting. 
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176  Items for consideration (for information only) 

The clerk advised that HDC would be happy to meet with the PC but only at PFH.  The clerk 

asked for availability from Cllrs and Mr Rob Gore and Mr Martin Crowhurst agreed to attend 

on a Thursday.  The clerk is to contact HDC to arrange a meeting and coordinate with CRAG. 

Mrs Cynthia Curtis advised that the 100 club had purchased 4 x 2lt thermos flasks to be used 

for village events.   

Mr Rob Gore asked if the PC could formally thank the Feoffees for their efforts with the 

Christmas decorations.  The tree looked fabulous and the lights on the barograph and bus 

shelter were very festive.   

Mrs Kathy Searle advised that the reason the replacement wall to the property on the High 

Street is taking so long is due to HDC conservation being unhappy with the initial wall and the 

builder has had to remove and start again. 

Mr Mark Berg advised the phone box is becoming a dumping ground and is impossible to get 

into the library to look at the books on the shelves.  He will be clearing all books from the 

floor and taking up to the tip. 

Meeting closed 9.05pm   Next meeting Wednesday 6th February 2019  
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Bluntisham 100 club draw took place:  

1st place wins £50 – 46 Richard Saltmarsh 

2nd place wins £20 – 12 Geoff Curtis  

3rd place wins £10 – 81 Sue Wall 

A few numbers remain if anyone is interested in joining the 100 club please contact 

Cynthia Curtis – BPC.cynthiacurtis@gmail.com 

Future Meeting dates 

Wednesday 6th March 2019 

Wednesday 3rd April 2019 

Wednesday 1st May 2019 

Wednesday 5th June 2019 

Wednesday 3rd July 2019 

Wednesday  7th August 2019 

Wednesday 4th September 2019 

Wednesday 2nd October 2019 

Wednesday 6th November 2019 

Wednesday 4th December 2019 
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