
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Aug. 4 & 5  

 Youth Parking Fundraiser 

 

Aug. 13 Summer Beach Get-Together 

 

Aug. 16 Ferrysburg Neighborhood Picnic 

 

Aug. 26 FPC Habitat Saturday Build Day 

 

Sept. 10 Whole-Church Worship  

 & Picnic 

 

Sept. 15 Pub Theology at Old Boys’ 

 

Sept. 17 Return to normal worship  

 service  times: 8:45 & 11:00 

 

Sept. 17 Growing in Faith Classes Resume 

 

Oct. 1 CROP Walk 

 

Oct. 13-15 

 Second Annual All-Church Retreat 

 

Upcoming Events 

Tidings 
Presbyterian 
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Beginning Sunday, 
September 17 

 

Our worship service times will  
return to the Fall/Winter schedule: 

 

Traditional Service  
begins at 8:45 a.m. 

 

The Gathering Service  
begins at 11:00 a.m. 

 

Growing in Faith hour:  
10:00 a.m.- 11:00 a.m. 

Join The Divine Conspiracy! 
 

What would it look like to have a church take Jesus at his word?  
 

Do you believe that Jesus was not only wise and compassionate but also su-
premely intelligent?  
 

Did Jesus mean what he said in the Sermon on the Mount? 
 

This fall the entire church is going to dive headfirst into these questions and 
more through studying Dallas Willard’s The Divine Conspiracy. This signifi-
cant book takes a close look at Jesus’ teaching in his most famous sermon. As a 
church, we will walk together both through the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 
5-7) and through Willard’s book.  
 

There will be several ways that you can participate in this, and our hope is that 
you make space in your life to engage this material deeply, both personally and 
with others in your church. Here is some of what we will be offering: 
 

 Weekly sermons using both Jesus’ words and a chapter from Willard’s book. 
 Home groups that will engage with a video and discussion. 
 Growing in Faith offerings that include: 

 A class discussing an abridged version of the book. 
 Wired Word working with the themes of the book. 

 A class led by various pastors going chapter-by-chapter through the book. 
 A podcast where you get to hear some  

midweek thoughts on the book. 
 

This is going to be a great opportunity for personal 
spiritual growth as well as church-wide growth, and its 
strength is found in your personal commitment to 
learning.  
 

Start making plans now to join The Divine Conspiracy! 

10:00 a.m.  
One Whole-Church Worship Service  

(at Church) 
11:30 a.m.  

Picnic at Pottawatomie Park  
 

 

Please bring your own chairs and a dish to share 

fun and  

games  
for  

all age
s! 
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Prayer Concerns:  
Jerry Lamb, Jill Wiersma,  
Fran Wilson, Sue Roper, Margaret & 
Stewart Johnson, Ruth Edward,  
Sam George and Evelyn Wood 

 

Our Sympathy: 
 to Ann & Rodney Rotman and  
family on the death of Ann’s sister 
Linda Kathryn “Katy” Jarrett on  
July 5, 2017. 

 

 to Becky and Mike Yonan and family 
on the death of Becky’s mother 
Cyndy Buening on July 12, 2017. 

 

 to Dorothy Jullie and family on the 
death of Dorothy’s sister, Margaret 
Long, on July 14, 2017. 

 

 to Richard and Bev Klecka on the 
death of Richard’s brother, Ronald 
Klecka, on July 23, 2017. 

 

Congratulations! 
to Joe and Emma VerDuin on the 
birth of their son, DeKlen John, born 
on July 18, 2017. 

 

Thank you: 
“I cannot thank you all enough for 
your get well cards and words of  
encouragement—they are so supportive 
in the process of healing! 
 

I so appreciate that you took the time 
to think of Steve and me during this 
"bionic" phase in my life! I hope to  
be back in church in the near future 
and thank you all personally! In the 
meantime, I send my love to all.” 
 

 Susie and Steve Struck  

In Our Church 

 

Every month, we publish birthdays of our members 
and friends who are no longer able to come to 
church regularly. Bless their special day with a card 
from their church family! 

 
 

Aug. 12 Jean Davis 
286 South Waverly 
Holland, MI 49423 

 
Sept. 7 Barbara Stockman 

Maple Woods Cottages 
740 College Ave., Apt. 3 
Holland, MI 49423 

Sept. 10 Marie Pfeiffer 
1505 Meadow Lane 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 
Sept. 19 Sandy Beute 

15001 Pine Ridge Road 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 

Family & Friends  
CPR Classes 

 

Everyone at FPC has the chance to 
learn basic skills in CPR/AED and 
relief from choking. 
 

CPR is easy to learn and perform. 
The more people who know the 
skills, the more lives can be saved. 
The cost of the class is $3.00 (to  
cover the price of the booklet). 
  

Class dates for summer/fall: 

Monday, August 14th  9-11 am  
Monday, Sept 11th 1-3 pm  
Saturday, Oct. 14th 1-3pm  

 

Contact Diane Jones at 231-780-
0273 with questions or to sign up. 

FPC is Going Green! 
 

In an effort to be better stewards of our resources, beginning  
September 1, 2017, if we have your e-mail address, you will receive 
your Tidings newsletter in your e-mailbox (instead of receiving a 
paper copy). 
 

We can send a link to the newsletter to each person in your family. 
Please contact us with all of the email addresses of people in your household 
who would like to receive a monthly newsletter. Contact us at 842-6760 or 
staff@fpgh.org. 
 

Please note that we have many resources available on our website, www.fpgh.org,  
including the Tidings, sermons, bulletins and worship podcasts. 

The Second Annual 

All-Church Retreat 
October 13-15, 2017 

 

Mark your calendars and invite your friends to our second annual all-church 
retreat at Gull Lake Ministries from Friday, October 13 through Sunday,  
October 15! 
 

Gull Lake is 88 miles from Grand Haven, just north of Kalamazoo. Join us in 
exploring this year’s theme: Practice Sabbath. In practicing Sabbath, we are 
invited to walk the bridge between heaven and earth to meet the living and  
ever-gracious God. We will spend the weekend learning, sharing and practicing 
Sabbath in four distinct ways: peace within ourselves, peace between people, 
peace between people and nature, and peace between people and God. 
 

The cost of the retreat is $80 per adult  
and $20 for children ages 4-18. Children  
3 and under are free. The price includes 
lodging, meals and activities. Single  
rooms are available for an additional $50.  
 

Registration forms will be available soon.  
If you have questions, please contact  
Becky Yonan (byonan@fpgh.org) or  
Jill VanderWal (jillv@fpgh.org). 

tel:(231)%20780-0273
tel:(231)%20780-0273
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W 
e are really spoiled by the 

beauty of Michigan, aren’t 

we? Each of our four sea-

sons is spectacular in its own way, 

and as I am learning the ebbs and 

flows of life in Grand Haven, I am 

coming to appreciate how the town 

reflects the seasons too. Having lived 

in coastal Georgia, I came to truly 

miss the four distinct seasons we get 

throughout the Great Lakes region, 

and while I loved serving God there, I 

am so glad to be with you now! 

 

One of the interesting parts of life in 

the Tri-Cities is how much you all 

travel. I penned this article while I 

was beginning my vacation in 

Omena, Michigan, putting my family 

out of town for a little over a week. It 

took so much to get ourselves ready 

to go, and I am amazed that so many 

of you travel for weeks at a time. We 

must have some people who are truly 

good at strategic planning. I’m sure 

there are ways we can utilize those 

gifts in the church.  

As our attention turns towards the end 

of summer, I have two hopes. First, I 

hope that you do all you can to enjoy 

the change of pace that summer 

brings. It’s a gift. Consider using 

some of that time to get to know  

others from the church at a time and 

place outside of Sunday morning.  

The more we share life together, the 

stronger our church will be. Second,  

I hope that you take a look at your fall 

schedules, and as you’re making your 

fall plans, I hope you are making your 

own and your family’s faith growth a 

vital part of your schedule.  

 

As a parent of three, I know how 
quickly the schedule fills up with 
school, sports, band, lessons,  
tutoring, and more. I also know 
that I have to make the choice both 
for myself and for my family to 
make time spent growing in faith a 
priority. Never have I regretted 
making space for faith. Never.  
 
Your church has a lot to offer this fall. 
I am particularly excited to see how 

our church grows as we engage Dallas 
Willard’s The Divine Conspiracy.  
I can’t wait to see how our Young 

Children & Worship program grows. 

I am eager with expectation to see 

how our youth groups develop this 

year. And I can’t wait to see what  

we do with music and the arts too.  

I think God has some great things in 

store for us. 

 

It’s going to be a fabulous fall, and 

you are a part of making it so. See 

you soon! 

  

In Christ, 

 

Pastor Troy  

From Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon 

 

Summer Sermon Series: 

Living History 

Knowing that summer takes all of us in and out of town, we wanted each sermon to stand well on its own, but we 

also wanted something that would build up the church both in knowledge and in application. So, we decided to start 

at the beginning – Genesis.  

This new series we’re calling, “Living History,” because we believe that 

these ancient texts are both worth studying together and because they  

actually communicate quite a bit into how we live our lives today. 

Through the rest of the summer, we’ll be in Genesis, the first book of  

the Bible. We encourage you to read Genesis this summer. We’re  

certainly not going to cover everything in this amazing book, but there  

are few books in the Bible with so many interesting stories that are so 

broadly known in our culture. Reading them, I think they’ll surprise you, 

both in what you assume they say and what they actually say. Together, 

let’s live history.  
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From Rev. Jill VanderWal 

 

Neighborhood Summer Picnics 
 

This summer we are planning a series of “neighborhood” picnics, so that 

you can connect with people who may live in your neck of the woods! The 

picnics are at local parks, so kids can run and play together. Pastor Troy 

and his family will attend when they are able, so this is also an opportunity 

to welcome them and get to know them better. 

 

Date and Location of the Final Picnic of the Summer: 
Wednesday, August 16: Ferrysburg neighborhood at North Beach Park 

 

Time: 
5:30-7:30 p.m. 

 

Bring: 
...a dish to share and your own plates  

and cutlery.  
We’ll start eating around 6:00 p.m. 

 

RSVPs are helpful to Jill at jillv@fpgh.org 
on Facebook events, or at the  

Welcome Desk. 

Surf, Sun and So 
Much Fun! 

 

The Young Families small 

group extends a warm  

invitation to all to join them 

for the last meet-up at the 

beach this summer! 
 

We’ll meet at Kirk Park in West 

Olive at 4:00 p.m. on: 
 

Sunday, August 13 

(hosts: the Hayes family, 616-848-9654) 
 

The hosts for the gathering will  

provide the main dish. Everyone else 

is asked to bring something to share. 
 

Please RSVP on Facebook events  

or sign up at the Welcome Desk. 

Celebrating the Best of Summer…. 
 

Perhaps the best part of summer is the space we have to connect and enjoy one another in the out-of-doors.  In June we 
dove into summer with the Joyful Noise family night at Teusink’s Pony Farm, the all-church Whitecaps’ baseball game, 
the choir year-end celebration, the first ever Golf Scramble,  picnics in the park, youth mission trips to Lexington and 
Peurto Rico, and a children’s VBS arts camp.  These events are not only fun, but they provide a way to connect with one 
another and share life.  I see our connectedness growing as a church community as we continue to show up, put on a 
name tag, and meet new people. I also notice that many of you are inviting friends and neighbors to be a part of life at 
First Pres. Thank you for how you welcome and include others in worship and in other events. 
 

But Wait, There’s More! 
 

Even though we’ve already had many opportunities for hospitality this summer, there is more! We will open the  
building for the Coast Guard parade to provide water, restrooms and a place out of the heat. This is a great way to show 
hospitality to the community. We have one more picnic planned for North Shore Park (August 15) and a Young Families 
BBQ  at Kirk Park (Aug 13th).  September 10 is our annual All-Church Picnic when we have one Sunday worship service  
followed by a picnic at Pottawatomie Park.   
 

Fall Learn and Grow Together 
 

Our faith and really our whole life, is shaped through life together in community, in worship, in service and in relationships. 
This fall we want to learn together from the book, The Divine Conspiracy by Dallas Willard. This will be the focus of 
our fall sermon series and we will have classes and discussion groups meeting on Sunday mornings and throughout the 
week. Adult Education, Pastor Troy, and I would like to have some new times and places for people to connect to discuss 
the book. If you are open to leading a book discussion group let me know (jillv@fpgh.org).  There will be a training in 
September and support for leaders; you just need to choose a time and location. Groups will run for 10 weeks and start in 
mid-September. 

In Our Church 
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In Our Church 

First Annual Golf Scramble “Fun” Raiser Report  

The golf committee is very pleased to report on the results of the First Annual 

Golf Scramble “Fun” Raiser, which was held on Sunday, June 25, at Pigeon 

Creek Golf Course. The proceeds from the event are benefitting Joyful Noise 

Christian Child Care. The event lived up to its title — it was indeed a very fun 

afternoon of golf and fellowship with our church family.  

The committee is indebted to many whose participation and generosity made the 

whole day possible and successful: 

 There were 20 teams for a total of 80 golfers — men and women with strong 

representation from both services. Most, but not all, golfers were members of 

the church, so we reached out to some new faces. The clergy was well represented by Pastor Troy, retired  

Pastors Riley Jensen and Dale Swihart, and Rev. Scott VanderWal, Associate Pastor of First Presbyterian 

Church of Holland.  

 We are grateful to our Lead Sponsors, who generously sponsored the Hole-In-One Challenge, the Box Lunch,  

the Beverage Cart and co-sponsored the Dinner.  

 There were 12 wonderful Hole Sponsors.  

 13 golf courses from all over West Michigan donated rounds of golf as prizes for team placement and hole 

challenge winners.  

 42 Tri-City area businesses and individuals contributed silent auction and special auction items, prizes, food 

and beverages, services, supplies and money.  

 16 fantastic volunteers picked up and delivered food, beverages, prizes, signs and supplies to the golf course; 

checked in golfers; sold raffle and auction tickets; helped get everything set up and taken down; grilled  

hamburgers and hot dogs; and made everyone feel welcome.  

 Mike and Melanie Ver Duin hung out all afternoon at the second green to get team photos and many other 

great photos throughout the day.   

 Sally Bryant’s imagination and flair for design made promoting and publicizing the event a breeze.   

 Many thanks to the Pigeon Creek Golf Course staff for hosting and supporting us, doing so much to make the 

event run smoothly.   

 And finally, 12 incredible committee members brought energy, ideas, and results in only four months to make 

it all happen. Special recognition goes to the amazingly awesome Sally Segers, Director of Joyful Noise, and 

to Steve Groters, golf guru extraordinaire.   
 

The impressive  first place trophy will soon bear the  

winning team’s name  — the SSSR Team of Brad Suchecki,  

Dale Swihart, Zack Suchecki and Randy Rutherford.  

Congratulations! 

We are excited to report that the First Annual Golf  

Scramble “Fun” Raiser brought in $6,015.16 for Joyful 

Noise!! Thanks to all for making it possible. See you again 

next year!  

Tidings article deadline for September 2017 issue: August 18, 2017 
Submittals, suggestions or comments: sbryant@fpgh.org or firstpres@fpgh.org 

FPC editorial staff reserves the right to accept or decline, edit for length and content all submitted material. 



In Our Church 

Staff and Leadership: 

Rev. Troy Brydon Hauser, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Jill VanderWal, Interim Associate Pastor 

Rob Andersen, Worship Assistant 

Maryanne Beery, Director of Music & Fine Arts 

Sally Bryant, Communications Coordinator 

Dan Coulier, Maintenance Director 

Marc Felt, Gathering Band Leader 

Rob Hlebinsky, Organist 

Kelli Jullie, Church Administrator 

Karen Nienhouse, Membership Services 

Christina Ramones, Assistant to the Administrator 

Mark Sanchez, Church Host 

Sally Segers, Joyful Noise Director 

Patty Warner, Hospitality Coordinator 

Becky Yonan, Director of Children’s Ministries 

Caleb Zokoe, Youth Director 

First Presbyterian Church  
of Grand Haven 

 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI  49417 

 

Phone: 616.842.6760 
Fax: 616.842.5979 

 

www.fpgh.org  •  staff@fpgh.org 
 

Sunday Morning Worship Services: 
8:45 a.m. (traditional) 

& 10:30 a.m. (contemporary) 
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Blood Drive 
August 11 

 
 

The need is constant. 
The gratification is instant. 

 

Give blood. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Our next blood drive: 
Friday, August 11 
12:00—5:45 p.m. 

First Presbyterian Church  
of Grand Haven 

 

sign up online at:  
www.redcrossblood.org 

 

Walk-ins are always welcome! 
 

 

First Sunday  
Food Collection  

Every month, the Mission  

Committee collects non-perishable 

food and household goods for local 

food pantries.  
 

This month’s donations will go to 

Love In Action. 

 

Please bring any 

donations to church  

on or before Sunday,  

August 6. Thank you! 

 

Habitat for Humanity Saturday Build 
 

Break out your work clothes and plan to join us to work on 
the latest Habitat House! 
 
On Saturday, August 26, FPC will be getting down to busi-
ness at 1317 Columbus Street in Grand Haven. By that time 
the house should be in the paint/trim/landscape phase. In 
addition to physical work, we will be looking for people to 
provide snacks and lunch.  
 
You will have the chance to sign up for a shift on Sunday, August 13 after the 
worship services, or by contacting Scott Reenders at sreenders@reendersinc.com.  
 
Let’s plan to show up in force and get some work done!  

Bingo Prizes Needed 
 

Do you have old jewelry (long neck-

laces, pierced earrings, etc.) or beanie 

babies you would like to get rid of?  
 

The deacons would 

love your donations 

to use as Bingo  

prizes at Sanctuary 

at the Shore. If you 

have any items to 

donate, please bring them to the 

church office. Thank you!  



VOLUME 65, ISSUE 7 PAGE 7 

In Our Church 

We Are Bursting at the Seams! 
 

Our worship rooms are overflowing with children!  
 
This fall we will be adding a third children’s  
worship room during the second service. This  
means we are looking for adults who are  
interested in leading children to love, worship, 
and praise God through the Young Children & 
Worship program. You do not need to have  
children in the program to volunteer! 
 
Becky Yonan will be two holding training sessions for those interested in 
leading children in worship: 
 
1. August 25, 5:30-8:30 p.m. 2. September 22, 5:30-8:30 p.m. 

August 26, 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.  September 23, 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
 
To sign up for a training session, please contact Becky Yonan at 
byonan@fpgh.org or 842-6760, x14. 

 

Youth Mission Trips 
Summer 2017 

 

This summer was full of seeing God at work all over the country. We were 

able to serve hundreds of people and over ten organizations, all while  

bonding together and celebrating God’s love and grace. 
 

None of this would have been possible without the support of this community. Thank you for your prayers, 

words of encouragement and your financial blessings. This is a community that truly supports and loves their 

youth. 
 

Grace and peace, 
 

Caleb Zokoe 

23 Students 

5 Lead
ers 

Lexington 

Parking Lot 
Fundraisers 

Help support a major fundraiser for 
our youth missions, and get a great 
parking spot for fun summer events! 
 

The youth of FPC will be staffing 
our parking lots and offering a  
place to park in exchange for a  
$10 donation on these dates: 
 

 Friday, August 4, 8 a.m.-8 p.m. 
 Saturday, August 5, 8 a.m.-8 p.m. 



 

 

 

 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
616-842-6760 
 

Sunday Worship Hours: 
8:45 Traditional Service 
10:30 Contemporary Service 
 

If you are unable to attend Sunday morning worship,  

listen to the service podcast on our website (www.fpgh.org)  
or watch the service livestreamed on our  
facebook page: First Presbyterian Church of Grand Haven 

 

August 2017 
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OUR VISION 

 

 

We are called to celebrate God’s grace as a  

Christ-centered community of acceptance,  

growing in faith and living as Christ’s hands to serve. 
 
 

OUR MISSION 
 

 

As members of First Presbyterian Church we will:  
 

 Provide relevant and engaging worship that nurtures a growing community of faith. 
 

 Grow our faith by promoting quality educational opportunities to all. 
 

 Affect people’s lives by creating a culture of acceptance, where differences are valued, 
and connections to one another are fostered in a Christ-centered church. 

 
 Remain a beacon in our community by building on our rich missional heritage  

as a church that serves locally, regionally and globally. 

 


