
Go Forward
Salt of the Earth

To be focused on the past is to forestall the future God has planned for us. Let’s Go forward 
together and achieve the greatness to which God has called us.  
Philippians 3:13-14 (KJV) 13  Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one 
thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things 
which are before, 14  I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus.

• Last week we concluded with this statement
• I am forgetting my past and Marching Forward into My Future!

Matthew 5:13 (KJV)  Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith 
shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden 
under foot of men. 

Matthew 5:13 (NLT)  “You are the salt of the earth. But what good is salt if it has lost its flavor? 
Can you make it salty again? It will be thrown out and trampled underfoot as worthless. 

• Jesus spoke these words to his disciples and to us to indicate just how important his 
followers are to the world. Throughout history, salt has been used as currency, a 
preservative, and an important seasoning for food. In Jesus’ time salt was often given to 
Roman soldiers as payment for their services. This is where we get our English word 
salary. The phrase “not worth his salt” is indicative of someone who is not worth the 
salary they are being paid. Salt continues to be a major contributor to the economic 
stability of nations, and is still used today in a number of countries as a means of 
exchange,

• God instructed the Israelites to season their grain offerings with salt as a sign that the 
covenant He made with them would be preserved

• Why did Jesus call us the salt of the earth?
• Believers are the salt of the earth because we are representatives of God’s Covenant in 

the earth: the new covenant that was established by the sacrifice of Jesus and the 
offering of His blood. The covenant that is preserved and eternal.

Hebrews 12:24 (KJV)  And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of 
sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel.

• Our responsibility as the salt of the earth is to share the benefits of the new covenant, 
the new testament, and the blessings of God with others.

2 Corinthians 3:5-6 (KJV) 5  Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of 
ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God; 6  Who also hath made us able ministers of the new 
testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. 

• We have not been made ministers of the law, but of the Spirit that gives life
• The world needs us. This world needs you and me to share the truth of the gospel
• This world is held together by Jesus, and we are His representatives

Colossians 1:17 (AMP)  And He Himself existed before all things, and in Him all things consist 
(cohere, are held together). 
2 Corinthians 5:20 (NLT)  So we are Christ’s ambassadors; God is making his appeal through 
us. We speak for Christ when we plead, “Come back to God!”

• We are the salt of the earth



Matthew 5:13 (NLT)  “You are the salt of the earth. But what good is salt if it has lost its flavor? 
Can you make it salty again? It will be thrown out and trampled underfoot as worthless

• As the salt of the earth, we have influence for God, but if we lose our influence we 
become unproductive and worthless

• How does this come to pass? 
• How does a believer become unproductive/
• What did Jesus say about this?

Luke 9:62 (KJV)  And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and 
looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.

• If we look back and focus on ourpast, we become onfit for the kingdom (the power of 
God) and unproductive. The salt loses its flavor.

• Focusing on and preserving the past will paralyze your future.
• Lot was a man whose salt had lost its’ ability to season others. He lived in Sodom, and 

instead of influencing those around him for God, he became influenced by the ungodly
• Now God decided to destroy Sodom, but because of Abraham’s intercession, Lot was 

offered a way out
Genesis 19:17-26 (NLT) 17  When they were safely out of the city, one of the angels ordered, 
“Run for your lives! And don’t look back or stop anywhere in the valley! Escape to the 
mountains, or you will be swept away!” 18  “Oh no, my lord!” Lot begged. 19  “You have been 
so gracious to me and saved my life, and you have shown such great kindness. But I cannot 
go to the mountains. Disaster would catch up to me there, and I would soon die. 20  See, there 
is a small village nearby. Please let me go there instead; don’t you see how small it is? Then 
my life will be saved.” 21  “All right,” the angel said, “I will grant your request. I will not 
destroy the little village. 22  But hurry! Escape to it, for I can do nothing until you arrive there.” 
(This explains why that village was known as Zoar, which means “little place.”) 23  Lot 
reached the village just as the sun was rising over the horizon. 24  Then the LORD rained 
down fire and burning sulfur from the sky on Sodom and Gomorrah. 25  He utterly destroyed 
them, along with the other cities and villages of the plain, wiping out all the people and every 
bit of vegetation. 26  But Lot’s wife looked back as she was following behind him, and she 
turned into a pillar of salt. 

• Lot’s wife became immobile because she focused on the past
• Preserving her past Paralyzed her Future
• She could no longer be used by God and was permanently mired in the past
• Let’s determine to forget the past and Go Forward into Our Future
• I am forgetting my past and Going Forward into My Future!


