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Acting President Yemi Osinbajo kickstarts Children’s Day celebration with students from various schools in Abuja who were on a tour at the Presidential Villa.
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T
he Muhammadu Bu-
hari administration 
has been commended 
and condemned in 
equal measure as it 

marks its second anniversary 
in office.

Although the All Progressives 
Congress (APC)-led Federal Gov-
ernment has declared a low-key 
celebration, President Buhari is 
not taking part as he has since 
May 7, 2017 jetted out of the 

country to attend to his health 
issues that had hampered his 
performance in office for several 
months now. Critics believe that 
his health condition is holding 
down the levers of governance.

Speaking with BDSUNDAY, 
Martins Onovo, presidential 
candidate of the National Con-
science Party (NCP) in the 2015 
election, said he was not sur-
prised by the President’s fre-
quent visit to the UK for medical 

reasons.
“During our presidential 

debate, I told Nigerians that 
Buhari was old and sickning 
and that he cannot b e the 
best option for Nigeria but the 
media shied away from telling 
Nigerians the truth because 
they have taken sides. But why 
are we complaining now that 
Buhari is going to hospital too 
frequently and not available 
to rule? The man is 75 years 

old. The deceit is continuing 
because his party said he will 
run in 2019,” Onovo said.       

In her assessment of the Bu-
hari administration, Oluremi 
Sonaiya, Nigeria’s only female 
presidential candidate in the 
2015 election, who contested 
on the platform of the KOWA 
Party, said she cannot score it 
any point, adding that the “situ-
ation of power, water, education, 
corruption, standard of living is 

either the same or worse” since 
the APC took over power at the 
centre.          

Akin Oyebode, a professor 
of International Law and Ju-
risprudence, commended the 
administration on its efforts at 
degrading Boko Haram, whose 
activities had wreaked serious 
havoc on the country before the 
coming of the APC government.

See full stories on pages 5-7
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Avalanche of arms imports in peace time

M
any Nigerians were taken 
aback last Tuesday when 
news started making the 
rounds that the Tin-Can 
Island Port Command of the 

Nigeria Customs Service (NCS) has again in-
tercepted large quantities of guns of various 
sizes and designs as well as gun accessories.

The 440 pieces of assorted types of pump 
action rifles were said to have come into the 
country from Turkey and were concealed in 
a 1x20-ft container declared by the importer 
as chemical formula with 50kg bags of pop 
cement.

This most recent seizure, however, took 
the minds of Nigerians back to four months 
ago, precisely late January 2017, when the 
Federal Operations Unit (FOU) of Customs 
also intercepted 49 boxes loaded with 661 
pieces of pump action rifles said to have 
been imported into the country from China.

Alarmingly, in December 2016, the same 
Bashar Yusuf-led Tin-Can Island Port Com-
mand of Customs also intercepted another 
set of guns concealed in an imported used 
vehicle and some set of gun accessories hid-
den in a container loaded with used vehicles. 
Alongside this particular import were some 
military camouflages and large quantity 
of gun accessories such as gun pellets and 
riffle paunches.

With the growing illegal importation 
of arms and ammunition into Nigeria, the 
world’s sixth-biggest producer of oil that 
has been battling in-country terrorism, Ni-
gerians cannot but wonder who the owners 
of these imported arms are and the motive 
behind the dubious imports.

More worrying is the fact that several 
months after these imports, the Depart-
ment of State Security (DSS), upon whose 
shoulder rests the responsibility of carrying 
out further investigation on the matter, is yet 
to bring to tell Nigerians the outcome of its 
investigations and who the real owners of 
these imports are.

A particular school of thought has linked 
the growing illegal arms importation to the 
recent alarm raised by Tukur Buratai, chief 
of army staff, on the secret plans by some 
army officers to overthrow the sitting presi-
dent and replace him with military officers.

On the other hand, there are speculations 
that this growing trend can be traced to 
the fact that many Nigerians are becoming 
disappointed at the inability of the Muham-
madu Buhari administration to provide 
adequate security to Nigerians. This is as 
arms-bearing Fulani herdsmen constantly 
launch nightly attacks on whole communi-
ties, raping women, destroying farms, burn-
ing houses and killing innocent citizens with 
government seemingly unable to bring the 
perpetrators to book. Does it then mean that 
frustrated Nigerians want to take the laws 
into their hands since government has failed 
to protect them?

Indications are that some very powerful 
elements in the society are seriously fund-
ing these illicit imports and, according to 
analysts, these powerful elements may be 
highly placed government people and the 
funds used in these imports could be stolen 
or laundered money.

“There is an increasing rate of arms-
bearing in our society today and these arms 
and ammunition are mostly found in the 

hands of unauthorised persons,” said Emma 
Nwabunwanne, a Lagos-based importer.

The current economic downturn, he ob-
served, has led to job loss in different sectors 
of the economy and as such more youths are 
indulging in armed robbery and kidnapping 
for ransom.

“It is worrisome to know that the National 
Bureau of Statistics’ (NBS) latest report shows 
that the nation’s gross domestic product 
(GDP) has again contracted in the first quar-
ter of this year, implying that hope for quick 
economic recovery and job creation is still far 
from reality,” he said. 

As a way out, he stressed the need for the 
Federal Government and its economic man-
agement team to put in place structures that 
would bring the economy back on track so 
that many Nigerian youths and active popu-
lation would not only be gainfully employed 
but would have food on the table. This, he 
said, would lead to reduction in crime rate 
and also ensure the safety of Nigerians.

Some analysts have suggested that the 
Federal Government should without delay 
place a ban on importation of goods from 
Turkey given the rate at which arms infil-
trate into Nigeria from that country, fur-
ther complicating insecurity in an already 
security-challenged economy.

Bolaji Akinola, chief executive officer, 
Ships and Ports Communications Limited, 
said there is need for the Federal Govern-
ment through the DSS to institute serious 
investigation panel to know why Turkey 
wants to terrorise Nigeria.   

Stating that the Nigeria Customs Service 
has failed to make public the names of those 
behind the importation of these arms into 
Nigeria, especially as it concerns the Decem-
ber and January seizures, Akinola noted that 
Customs and its sister agencies responsible 

port, has in several of these cases of seizure 
had the consignment nearly escaping into 
the society under its watch.

This is judging by the fact that the first 661 
pump action rifles were intercepted along 
Mile 2 axis by FOU officers, meaning that 
the cargo, which was destined for Apapa 
port, beat the watch of Customs officers at 
the port or was intentionally allowed out 
of Apapa port by corrupt Customs officers 
without recourse to the implication such 
arms would have on security of lives and 
property. Also, in the most recent incident, 
the container was said to have been released 
from its destination port only for it to be in-
tercepted along the port access road by the 
same officers of Tin-Can Customs.

These incidents have shown the need 
for Customs to ensure that the scanners at 
the ports and border stations are returned 
to their functional state. The beauty of hav-
ing functional scanning machines is that 
they not only fast-track cargo clearance at 
the ports but have the ability to detect the 
presence of illicit content in the container 
such as weapons.

Also, the DSS must have the will to 
ensure that culprits are given appropriate 
punishment to serve as deterrent to other 
wealthy Nigerians that use their wealth for 
importing consignments that have no devel-
opmental impact on the nation’s economy 
but rather result to instability in the polity.  

There is also need for the government 
to further streamline the number of Nige-
rians bearing arms, both authorised and 
unauthorised persons. This would help to 
reduce danger in the polity and enthrone the 
desired peace the nation’s economy requires 
to grow by allowing the government to pay 
more attention and invest more resource to 
issues of growth rather than terrorism.

for apprehending and prosecuting the cul-
prits have failed in their actions.

The recent incident involving 440 pump 
action rifles, according to him, was not the 
first time such live-threatening importation 
is coming into Nigeria from Turkey.

“Turkey is becoming a problem for Ni-
geria and therefore, government should go 
ahead and ban importation from Turkey 
until the syndicate behind shipping of arms 
into Nigeria is discovered and adequately 
prosecuted,” he suggested.

It has been discovered that in several 
cases, the Customs management usually ap-
prehended the cargo and the clearing agents 
and subsequently handed them over to 
the DSS for further investigation without 
following up to inform Nigerians whether 
or not the real owners of the illicit cargoes 
were captured.

Dennis Amaeshi, an analyst, said impor-
tation of arms and ammunition is the usual 
occurrence when politicians start warming 
up for election.

“Though it seems 2019 election is still far 
as we are currently in 2017, we sincerely 
believe that arms import is a trend that is 
synonymous with election preparation, es-
pecially in this part of the world where touts 
and thugs are used by politicians to secure 
positions in government,” he said.

Judging by the cards on the table, Nigeri-
ans believe that there is need for the Federal 
Government through the Nigerian Customs 
to put stringent measures in place, especially at 
the nation’s entry points (seaports, land border 
stations and airports), to ensure that such illicit 
imports are not allowed into the country.

The Customs, which claimed that the 
obsolete manual and 100 percent physi-
cal examination of cargo at the ports have 
helped it in blocking revenue leakages at the 
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Amaefule Keziah,Head Teacher, Community Pry. Sch., flanked by Prudence 
Azubuike Zonal Business Manager, South Central; Airtel, Edward Gbargbar 
(2nd right) Retail Head, South-South. Airtel,  (2nd left), Ifeoma Onyema, Area 
Sales Manager Okigwe Zone, Airtel,  (right) and Mr. Ekeagwu Oscar (left) 
during the donation of educational items to students of the school in Imo State.

L-R: Fatoumata Doro, regional category marketing manager, Arla Foods; 
Mads Burmester, managing director, TG Arla; Bartholomew  Brai, presi-
dent, Nutrition Society of Nigeria, and Bunmi Braheem, state nutrition 
officer, Ministry of Health, Lagos State, at a press briefing to kick-off the 
2017 World Milk Day in Lagos. Pic by Francis Abiagam

L-R: Tope Ashiwaju,  group public relations and events manager, Dufil Prima 
Foods Plc; Faith Joshua,  coordinator, Indomie Fan Club; Manpreet Singh, 
head of marketing, Indomie, with children of Indomie Fan Club at the 2017 
Indomie Children Day Celebration in Lagos.

L-R: Obafela Bank-Olemoh, special adviser to the Governor on Education; 
Kehinde Bamigbetan, Special Adviser to the Governor on Communities 
and Communication; Torishade Abayomi,1st Prize Winner, Vetland Senior 
Grammar School Agege; Qodiat Anifowoshe and Folasade Morgan, Legal, 
Public Affairs and Communications Director, Nigerian Bottling Company, dur-
ing the Grand Finale of Lagos State School’s Debate held at Alausa, Lagos

L-R: Lola Cardoso, Head Group Corporate Strategy, Union Bank; Ifeoma 
Fafunwa (Producer of the Play) and Ogochukwu Ekezie-Ekaidem, (Head, 
Corporate Affairs/ Corporate Communications,Union bank) at the “Love 
andRecession” stage play, sponsored by Union Bank. 

L-R: Jide Odelola, brand manager, Peak; Toyin Abraham, Nollywod Actress, 
Students of Solid Heritage School Ojodu Berger, and Gloria Jacobs, brand 
manager, Peakchoco., during the PECADOMO Nutrition contest among 
schools in Lagos state by Peak Milk recently in Lagos.

L-R: Mojisola Saka, COO Soulcomms; Alero Edu, managing director, PR 
Distinction/Presenter Channels Sunrise; Tijani Kafayat Shola, communica-
tions student, YABATECH; Michael Tobechukwu Nwokike, communications 
student, YABATECH, and Olusegun McMedal, chairman, Nigerian Institute of 
Public Relations Lagos State Chapter, during the presentation of certificate 
of participation to YABATECH who emerged winners of the Collegiate PR 
challenge at the ongoing Lagos PR Week sponsored by Soulcomms in Lagos.

L-R: Oladele Sotubo, executive director, investments, Stanbic IBTC  Pen-
sion Managers Ltd (SIPML), Josephine Chukuigwe, permanent secretary, 
office of the head of service, Rivers State; Kehinde Awotunde, zonal read, 
South-South, National Pension Commission, and Nike Bajomo, head, busi-
ness development, SIPML,. at an employers’ forum organized by  SIPML in 
Port Harcourt Rivers State.

L-R: Pai Gamde, Ag. head, corporate services division, Nigerian Stock 
Exchange (NSE); Yusuf Bello, Gloryville High School, Ebute metta, Yaba, 
Lagos; Ajoh Vincent Osita, Genesis High School, Ajah-Lekki, Lagos; Pris-
cilla  Ogundoku, Gloryville High School, Ebute metta, Yaba; Joshua Oginni, 
Riverside Montessori School, Isheri, Lagos and Olumide Orojimi, Head, 
corporate communication department, NSE at the closing Gong ceremony 
in commemoration of the 2017 Children’s Day Celebration at the Exchange  
in Lagos. Pic by Pius Okeosisi

L-R  : Ben Nwanchukwu, HCT manager, Musa Asizehi, terminal manager, 
Hajj & Cargo, Rep of DC Custom, Ibrahim Gambo, , Benson Gwana, ccom-
missioner of Police, airport command,. Gano Adamu Isah, coordinator quar-
antine,  Olusegun Okeniyi , Military Airport commander, Ahmadu Garuba, 
commandant NDLEA,. Saleh Dunoma, managing director, FAAN, Usman 
Sadiq, Usman  Odeje, immigration controller, MMIA, Mamood Zakari, chief 
of staff, during the stakeholder meeting on executive order of port opera-
tions at press center, Muritala Mohammed International Airport, Ikeja Lagos.
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L-R: Mauricio Alarcon, MD/CEO Nestle Nigeria; David Ifezuike, 
chairman of Nestle Nigeria; Bode Ayeku, Company Secretary/Legal 
Adviser at the Nestle Nigeria 48Th AGM Held In Lagos recently.

Dimie Isenah, special adviser to the speaker of the Bayelsa State House of 
Assembly; district crime officer, ‘A’ Division, Yenegoa, Ugwuja D Allah; Glo 
business director, Rivers 1-3 and Bayelsa, Ikenna Aguwom, and Glo sub-
scriber, Miriam Isenah, at the Yenagoa edition of the ongoing mega comedy 
tour, Glo Laffta Fest in Beyalse .
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Farmers cry for help as hoodlums, herdsmen, 
intensify attack on rural agro-investors

K
illers, kidnappers, herdsmen 
and other evil men may have 
taken over the farms and for-
ests in many parts of Nigeria, 
especially the North West, 

middle belt, south-south and south east. 
This is believed to be cause of consistent 
price up shoot of food items, especially 
garri which has gone from N2,500 a year 
ago to N6,500 per basin in Port Harcourt, 
Rivers State.

In Rivers State, radio stations are 
awash with calls for rescue from the 
farms in most parts of the upland areas, 
especially Etche, Omuma, Emohua, etc. 
They call in to report they were being 
attacked or raped in the farms.

Reports from some rural areas in Imo 
and Abia states cry out over beheaded 
farmers especially women who went to 
harvest cassava. This may have caused 
scarcity of garri in most markets in the 
towns.

In the north, international agencies 
have determined that famine is on the 
increase as a result of exodus from the 
farms by victims of Boko Haram insur-
gents. This is as the insurgents take over 
the forests and turn the farms to their 
harvest zones. They allegedly also take 
over herds from herdsmen.

In the middle belt especially Taraba, 
Benue, Plateau and Kogi, herdsmen make 
the farm areas no-go areas. Many farmers 
have lost their lives trying to defend their 
farm investments. Herdsmen also invade 
southward to Delta and Enugu states. 
Other southern states are threatened. 

Delta State seems hard-hit by the men-
ace of herdsmen in the farms and even on 
the roads and homes, allegedly creating 
ceaseless havoc. For instance, recently, a 
50-year-old staff of the Delta State Uni-
versity, Sunday Idama, was murdered 
in cold blood on his farmland in Ovurie-
Abraka Community in Urhrobo Kingdom 
of the state, by suspected herdsmen after 
they fed their cattle with the deceased 
cash crops in his farmland.

Also, recently, there was anxiety in 
Urhuoka-Abraka, Ethiope following 
the beheading of a welder and a native 
of the area, Solomon Ejoor, by alleged 
herdsmen. Abraka, as one of the food 
baskets of the state, is a host community 
to the herdsmen and is now threatened, 
creating fatherless and motherless chil-
dren. A farmer said, Samuel Okumagbe, 
chairman Ogwuezi Quarters: “For us to 
go to the farm is a problem. We are not 
allowed to visit our farms because once 
they meet you, they rape you. We are all 
afraid and that is why farming in our area 
has reduced”.

Governor Ifeanyi Okowa believes this 
is a national challenge that requires na-
tional solution, noting that the police was 
doing a lot in checking criminal activities 
in the state.

While assuring that his administration 
would continue to support the police 
and other security agencies in the state, 
Okowa reiterated, “For effective check on 
criminal activities, it is important for the 
government to have good relationship 
with the police which we are doing.”

Since the dreaded kidnapper of Aba, 
Osisikankwo, and his gang deployed to 
the forests of Obingwa, Abia State, from 
where they gave Nigeria hell, leading to 
deployment of an Army Batallion on Aba 
Road from Port Harcourt, kidnappers and 

ritual killers have discovered the use of 
forests in the east as dens.

Farms and farmers are now in perpet-
ual threat from kidnappers, rapists, ritual 
killers, robbers, and other evil doers. This 
has pushed people to the cities and locked 
them out of food supply like prisoners. 
Most of those who farmed cassava in the 
rural areas of Etche and Omuma said they 
cannot access the farms for harvest.

The various state governments have 
supported the police with patrol vans 
and vests but these seem grossly inad-
equate to address the menace of rural 
terrorists. The King of Opobo, Dandeson 
Jaja, last month told Governor Nyesom 
Wike pointedly thus: “There is no lo-
cal economy in Rivers State right now, 
His Excellency. Rivers rural economy is 
dead. Young people now flee. There is 
no integrated farming to employ them. 
Cottage industries are all dead. Let this 
be your new direction and focus, to boost 
economic activity in the rural areas. Make 
rate of crime to come down further. You 
have just handed over eight armoured 
boats to the Nigerian Navy. Drug abuse 
is the cause of crime and violence in the 
region especially in the rural areas. Drugs 
can be wiped off in the society if the gov-
ernment wants.”

Security is a federal responsibility with 
governors intervening with supports. 
Governor Wike has been pumping sup-

port in form of patrol vans and others to 
the Nigerian police but these may help 
in the cities. The vast rural communi-
ties seem empty and open to attacks. 
Hoodlums seem to roam and reign freely 
in most of the rural communities; they 
impose levies on persons, disrupt events, 
block the roads, and waylay farmers on 
farm routes.

Governor Wike also gave 10 armoured 
boats to the Nigerian Navy last month to 
do battle against pirates, and the amnesty 
programme had attempted to mop up 
arms, but more violence seems to greet 
these measures.

The go-back-farm call by state and 
Federal Governments seem to meet a 
rock as hoodlums push back the returnee 
farmers. Those who secured loans and 
invested in farms in the east and south-
south say they have been threatened by 
death and loss of their farms to hoodlums.

Top farmers and community leaders 
have called for government intervention 
to protect farming in the south-south and 
east. Martins Elechi, former permanent 
secretary and top farmer now based in 
Elele in Rivers State told BDSUNDAY that 
a special force must be set up to protect 
the rural farmers. He commended the ef-
forts of the Rivers State governor in mas-
sive support to tame insecurity but called 
for a new attention in the rural areas.

Saying Rivers State is now more secure, 

Elechi agreed with those calling on the 
Federal Government to pay attention to 
the farms.

Collins Nwachukwu, a farmer and 
community leader in Aboh Mbaise, 
lamented the frequent attack of rural 
farmers. He said while herdsmen destroy 
farms, other animals such as goats destroy 
plants by eating them up with the own-
ers of the goats looking the other way. 
“In Mbutu-Nweorie, we have imposed 
strict penalties to owners of rampaging 
animals. The owner of plants and owners 
of animals are all investors. No one should 
destroy the other”.

He joined in the call for a militia to 
protect farms and those going to farms. 
“The way pipeline vandalism was handed 
over to the National Defence and Secu-
rity Corps, that is how farms should get 
a dedicated security volunteer force for 
protection. Farming is the soul of Nige-
ria, whatever destroys it has destroyed 
Nigeria.”

Farmers say hoodlums destroying 
farms have ruined the resurgence of ag-
riculture and loans meant for farming in 
the south-east and south-south. They said 
most of those who took loans to invest in 
farming are in serious trouble because 
of the activities of hoodlums, kidnap-
pers, rapists and sundry criminals. Petty 
thieves also roam about stealing farm 
produce and causing losses.

IGNATIUS CHUKWU

Sunday 28  May 2017

Buhari Administration @ 2 
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‘High unemployment rate 
breeding tension in Nigeria’

N
igeria is presently plagued by 
myriads of socio--economic 
and political problems; how 
do you think the country 
can get over these problems?

 It is still my considered opinion that 
the main solution to all the socio-political 
and economic problems in this country is 
still true federalism. This system allows 
for division of power between two or 
more levels of government with equal 
status. Both the national and state gov-
ernments would have power to make 
laws and both governments would have 
autonomy from each other. This means 
that states should be given autonomous 
authority to manage some local concerns 
affecting them such as police, schools, 
hospitals, road maintenance, mineral 
resources, and a level of judiciary and so 
on. Under this arrangement, the Federal 
Government will be expected to manage 
other affairs such as the army, diplomatic/
consular issues, citizenship, railways, 
Airways, foreign affairs, certain aspects 
of banking policy and judiciary.

Until and unless the Federal Govern-
ment of Nigeria becomes less powerful 
than it is now, we shall continue to have 
the existing clashes that have become so 
prevalent and obvious in the country. 
Powers should be shared between the 
federal and states to the extent that cen-
tre will be less lucrative than it is now. 
What we have in Nigeria now is purely 
unitary system where authority rests 
with the national government and the 
state is only able to exercise those au-
thorities handed down to them by the na-
tional government. Nigeria is an already 
individual cultural/ traditional nation. 
Which is why they should be grouped 
together along the lines of traditional 
lineages, for meaningful governance, that 
is true federalism?

What is your opinion on the resolve 
by the Federal Government to use brute 
force against the Niger Delta Youths 
destroying pipelines?

I am calling on the Federal Govern-
ment to please tread a little softly on the 
determination to deal with the Niger 
Delta militants with heavy display and 
use of the army’s might and weapons. It 
is not useful to kill a fly with a gun. We 
also plead with the avengers and other 
militant groups in Nigeria’s Niger Delta, 
to please stop the attack and bombings 
of oil facilities in the Niger Delta area. 
Consequent upon their actions, we are 
told, production of oil and gas has been 
brought to its lowest level in 20 years. 
Two wrongs cannot make a right. The 
current attack by the Air force, navy, and 
soldiers will negatively affect the people’s 
livelihood and the environment. Many 
of them who are not directly involved 
in the matter may end up being killed 
and wiped off. This will not be the best, 
historically, for a particular part of this 
country. I will suggest that political lead-
ers from the Delta area should look into 
the matter before it turns to a full blown 
war. The option of dialogue should also 
be explored. The amnesty programme 
started by the Yar’ Adua/Jonathan ad-
ministration with a view to engaging 

the militants will be handy and helpful 
now. The recent deployment of troops to 
that area with a plan to deal with them 
like Boko Haram is not, in my considered 
opinion, going to give a lasting solution to 
the matter at stake. This is not a war time. 

Even as the agitations by various mili-
tant groups in the Niger Delta are raging, 
the Fulani herdsmen are also killing and 
maiming innocent Nigerians. In view of 
this, some Nigerians are of the opinion 
that grazing lands should be created 
for these herdsmen; what do you think 
about such opinion?   

Nigerians seem to be waiting for 
definite action by the Federal Govern-
ment against Fulani herdsmen who have 
wreaked havoc against many communi-
ties in the country. There are reports of 
sieges by these herdsmen against many 
communities in Benue, Ekiti, Lagos, Imo 
and others. It is now common to see a 
Fulani herdsmen moving around with 
sophisticated guns with their cows. Hu-
man beings are being killed so that cows 
may feed. Yet, the government does not 
seem to be keen on doing anything. The 
herdsmen have continued to clash with 
farming communities. People cannot get 
food to eat because their means of liveli-
hood have been used for feeding cows. 
They are not able to send their children 
to school because there is no money. It is 
because of this that I highly commend 
the Governor of Ekiti State for seizing 
cows reported to be wandering around. 
Even now, we understand that the Fulani 
Cattle rearers are asking for grazing land 
for their cows within people’s communi-

ties. I think that the request for grazing 
lands in the country is wicked and selfish, 
to the advantage of some people to the 
exclusion of others. If a personal business 
has become the Federal Government’s 
responsibility for a particular set of 
people in Nigeria, such benefits and op-
portunities should be extended to every 
other part of the country for other people 
and their businesses. The fishermen, the 
farmers should be provided with lands 
for nomadic farming. What is good for 
the goose is also relevant and good for the 
gander. My submission is that the herds-
men should be restricted to the north. 
This will stop them from always having 
conflicts with farmers. Where necessary, 
states can also enact laws to prevent them 
from encroaching on other people’s land, 
such as Ekiti State. 

Kidnapping seems to be on the in-
crease in the country. In recent times 
even Calabar that was reputed to be the 
most peaceful city has been taken over 
by kidnappers and other criminals. How 
would you react to this?

This is a major problem in Nigeria. 
Kidnappers now take away both adults 
and children. The federal and state gov-
ernments should immediately take steps 
to stop this. Some parts of this country 
which were earlier adjudged to be safe 
are no longer safe at all. Socio- economic 
problems such as unemployment, pov-
erty, absence of economic plans, display 
of affluence by the rich, lack of care for 
the youths, corruption, socio-political 
grievances, ostentatious lifestyle are the 
major causes of kidnapping in Nigeria. 

My suggestion is that state and federal 
laws should be amended to punish of-
fenders. There should be employment 
for all able-bodied men in Nigeria. Some 
holders of even Master’s Degree in very 
lucrative professions in Nigeria are still 
jobless. Nigerians should also be taught 
to live moderate lives and not indulge 
in unnecessary display of wealth and 
people should be more safety-conscious. 
Government should not wait for a case 
of kidnapping of important people in the 
society before acting. Security efforts 
should be continuous.

How do you see the ongoing anti-
corruption war of the Buhari adminis-
tration? 

Corruption, in Nigeria, is a canker-
worm. We cannot but talk about it. It is 
a perversion of integrity. President Mu-
hammadu Buhari once described it as the 
greatest form of human deprivation. To 
some people, it is misuse of official funds. 
Many people have argued that corrup-
tion has continued to succeed in Nigeria 
because of the rise in the cost of public 
administration and the discovery of oil 
and natural gas in Nigeria. We commend 
the Federal Government for the fight 
against corruption. But the battle against 
corruption looks one sided. It is as if mem-
bers of some particular political groups 
are very corrupt while those in the other 
political groups are not. Even those who 
left the corrupt political party and joined 
the holy party are now automatically no 
more corrupt. It looks as if membership of 
that political party is synonymous with 
holiness. We all know that this is not true.

Tunde Adeleye

Anglican Bishop of Calabar Diocese, Tunde Adeleye, in this interview with MIKE ABANG, spoke on a the level of 
unemployment in the country which according to him is pushing the youth into all manner of crimes; the dastardly 
acts of Fulani herdsmen across the country; the fight against corruption, which he alleged was lopsided and a 
range of other national issues. Excerpts:

Buhari Administration @ 2 



Sunday 28  May  2017 SUNDAYBD C002D5556 7

Ex-presidential candidates 
bomb Buhari, APC
...say standard of living either same or worse in last 2 years   

L
ike it was when 
M u h a m m a d u 
Buhari  ad minis-
t r at i o n  m a r ke d 
its  one year an-

niversary in Aso Rock, it 
is still  lamentation time 
for Nigerians,  including 
some former presidential 
candidates who contested 
the 2015 election with the 
President as the regime 
marks its second year in 
office tomorrow.

According to official re-
sults  announc e d by the 
Independent National Elec-
toral Commission (INEC), 
President Buhari had won 
the presidential election by 
2.57 million votes, garner-
ing 15,424,921 votes or 53.95 
percent of the 28,587,564 
total valid votes cast; his 
n e a re s t  r i va l  w h o  w a s 
the incumbent President 
Goodluck Jonathan of the 
People’s Democratic Party 
(PDP), got 12,853,162 (44.96 
percent) at the rescheduled 
election.

Baring his mind on Nige-
ria’s journey so far under 
the All Progressives Con-
gress (APC) government, 
Martins Onovo, presiden-
tial candidate of the Na-
tional Cons cienc e Party 
(NCP) in that 2015 election, 
said Nigerians should first 
take the blame for the de-
clining state of the country 
for electing a man he said 
would have long been re-
tired were he to be a civil 
servant, adding that he is 
not surprised by the Presi-
dent’s frequent visit to the 
UK for medical reasons.

“His first medical trip 
abroad was his ear problem; 
the s e c ond one was the 
one when he spent over 
50 days in the UK and the 
entire country was kept in 
the dark and now, the lat-
est trip. But unfortunately, 
the President, before leav-
ing, wrote the Senate that 
Osinbajo will ‘coordinate’ 
in his absence, a term alien 
to our Constitution. It took 
the Senate to make Osinbajo 
Acting President.

“During our presidential 
debate, I told Nigerians that 
Buhari was old and sick-
ning and that he cannot be 
the best option for Nigeria 
but the media shied away 
from telling Nigerians the 
truth because they have 

taken sides. But why are we 
complaining now that Bu-
hari is going to hospital too 
frequent and not available 
to rule? The man is 75 years 
old. The deceit is continuing 
because his party said he 
will run in 2019,” he said, 
rather furiously.      

Asked to set agenda for 
the APC in the next two 
years, he said his advice 
for leaders of the party is 
to first and foremost con-
fess their sins of lying and 
deceit during election cam-
paign and start on a clean 
slate by seeking forgive-
ness of Nigerians who are 
the sufferers of govern-
ment’s unfriendly policies.  

He said :  “Apparently, 
Buhari was very unclear 
ab out his  vision for the 
country as seen in his de-
lay to assemble his cabinet 
five months after he was 
sworn-in. What the Presi-
dent is doing now is radi-
cally different from what 
he promised, like the issue 
of fuel subsidy removal; 
and right now, we are not 
even sure which direction 
he is going.

“In leadership, you must 
come with integrity. Gen-
eral  Buhari  is  a ls o  sur-
rounded by questionable 
people who may have mis-
led him. The competence of 
Buhari and those working 
with him are questionable.”

“The government als o 
has no strategy to fight 
corruption before it came 
to power. Why do I say so? 
The Its e Sagay-le d anti-
corruption committee an-
swered my question. Bu-
hari came and established 
the Sagay’s committee with 
the mandate to tell  him 
how to fight corruption. 
That is the point. If you 
know what you are doing 
you will not be mandat-
ing a committee to tell you 
what to do. Even now, the 
committee is still develop-
ing a strategy; they are yet 
to put out one”, Onovo, a 
petroleum engineer, said.

According to him, the 
only way the Buhari-led 
anti-c orruption crusade 
can be said be successful is 
for the regime to recover 
at least, four percent of Ni-
geria’s stolen money since 
independence, arguing that 
what has happened so far 
in the last two years is ‘ac-
tivities without result’.

“To truly fight corrup-
tion, you need to first iden-
tify the biggest cas es of 
corruption in Nigeria and 
go after them with federal 
might; not just selective 
campaign targeted at op-
position politicians who 
didn’t like you, while you 
shield corrupt officials who 
are in your camp.

“The United Nations de-

partment  on drugs  and 
c r i m e  s t at e s  t h at  $ 4 0 0 
b i l l i o n  h a s  b e e n  s t o l e n 
from Nigeria since 1960. 
How much of it have you 
recovered and put your-
self in a percentage? But 
Buhari ’s  ad ministration 
cannot score one percent 
which is $4 billion, in terms 
of  money re c overe d.  In 
management, that is what 
you call ‘key performance 
indexes’. All that has hap-
pened with the EFCC in the 
last two years is at the best 
Nollywood movie,” said the 
national leader of the Stra-
tegic Union of Profession-
als for the Advancement 
of Nigeria.   

In her assessment of the 
APC-led Federal Govern-
ment,  Oluremi Sonaiya, 
Nigeria’s only female presi-
dential candidate in the 
2015 election, who contest-
ed on the platform of the 
KOWA Party, told BDSUN-
DAY that until big politi-
cians who milked the coun-
try’s treasury are jailed by 
the government,  giv ing 
the anti-corruption cam-
paign a pass mark would be 
tantamount to celebrating 
mediocrity.

Sonaiya noted that elec-
tive political office holders 
in Nigeria has a lot to learn 
from Emmanuel Macron, 
French newly sworn-in 
president, who immediately 
hit the ground running by 

making appointments min-
utes after he took the oath 
of office, unlike President 
Buhari who waited for over 
five months before putting 
his cabinet in place.

Sonaiya, who is an astute 
e ducationist and writer, 
said: “We have no time to 
waste anymore in Nige-
ria because the world has 
left us behind for too long. 
There was no need for the 
President to wait that long 
and end up giving us the 
same party people who he 
c ould have name d from 
day one of his government. 
This slow manner of tak-
ing decision is not what we 
need now.

“But President Buhari ap-
pointing his cabinet mem-
bers too late can also be 
blamed on our overbearing 
party system. Political par-
ties in Nigeria are too over-
bearing; but mine is not. 
But again, I can’t really say 
my party is not overbearing 
because we have not been 
in government. There is this 
political culture in Nigeria 
where ruling party lead-
ers impose candidates on 
the president for appoint-
ments. That is not good for 
us because at the end of 
the day, credible and quali-
fie d Nigerians don’t  get 
appointed into offices. This 
is the very reason why we 
hear everyday how Nigeri-
ans are doing well globally 
but these Nigerians can’t be 
placed in government and 
the repercussion is under-
development”.  

Asked to rate the govern-
ment’s performance in the 
last two years, she said she 
cannot score it any point, 
since the situation of power, 
water, education, corrup-
tion, standard of living is 
either the same or worse , 
since the APC took power 
at the centre.            

“Larger percent of Nigeri-
ans are still hungry; water 
is not running; the country 
is still in darkness; security 
has not improved with kill-
ings of herdsmen all over 
the country; the economy is 
pretty bad; no big politician 
who stole government’s 
money is in jail; and the list 
is endless. My expectation is 
very high and so, it will be 
difficult for me to score the 
government anything,” said 
Sonaiya, who is a professor.

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE

OnovoSonaiya
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Nigerian’s divided over Buhari’s 
performance as administration clocks two
Nigeria returned to democratic rule on May 29, 1999 after long years of military dictatorship. Since then, it has been trial 
and error with successive administrations, with failed policies littering the landscape. As the present administration of 
President Muhammadu Buhari marks two years in office tomorrow, BDSUNDAY in its usual tradition went to the streets to 
feel the pulse of the citizens, and the reactions are as diverse as they come. Below are excerpts: 

Vox Pop

Collins Iwunze
Store manager
TODEZ Pharmaceuticals

D
emocracy under 
this regime has 
not been effec-
tive, for instance, 
there ought to be 

freedom of speech and free-
dom of expression, but any-
one who talks either truth 
or falsehood is picked up by 
security operatives.

If you are arrested for air-
ing your opinion, is that right? 
The laws are made, and inter-
preted and executed by the 
same set of people. People are 
refused bail, even when the 
courts say otherwise. This 
APC detains people irrespec-
tive of court decisions, and 
this means one thing- there 
is no separation of powers 
in this administration. Court 
rulings are blatantly disre-
garded, so this cannot be a 
democracy. Take for instance 
when American President, 
Donald Trump wanted to 
place a ban on Muslims from 
entering America, the matter 
got to the courts, and when 
the court gave its ruling, the 
American president obeyed 
it.

As for the fight against 
corruption, I have not seen 
any results from it. When a 
member of the president’s 
cabinet was indicted, it took 
the president weeks for him 
to act.

Rasheeda Oladepo
Salon owner
We are all in hell- every-

body knows that we are 
suffering and it is affecting 
our businesses and homes. 
My customers are seriously 
affected, most times; they 
refuse to pay when I tell them 
a particular price because 
they cannot afford it. Things 
have gone up in the market, 
but their salaries remain the 
same.

Previously on a daily basis, 
I used to have between 12 to 

15 customers, and more dur-
ing the weekend, but these 
days, it is hard to for them to 
come. They prefer to make 
hair styles that will last lon-
ger and some even cut their 
hair. Most people blame it on 
the government, while others 
blame it on the dollar scarcity.

I am talking as it affects me 
– I beg Mr President and those 
who work with him, because 
he’s not the one who does 
everything, to please hear our 
cry and help us. They should 
please consider us the people 
when making decisions; I am 
on my knees begging them.

Mrs Ezuchi Amaka Mar-
garet

Stay-at-home mom
Previously, my husband 

used to give me N10, 000 as 
money for taking care of the 
home and cooking too, and 
from it I used to try and save 
something, but now, that 
N10, 000 is not even enough, 
talk less of saving from it.

I use the savings to take 
care of my parents and sib-
lings, but now when they 
call, I tell them I do not have 
because things are very dif-
ficult. In fact, it is God that is 
helping my husband, because 
it is not easy – noting is easy 
any more.

P l e a s e  w h o e ve r  c a n , 
should help beg Buhari well, 
well, to please help because 
people are suffering. Yes, we 
know that things are difficult 
and that corruption has been 
there for a long time, but he 
should do more. Some people 
are ready to use their chil-
dren and some children are 
ready to use their parents for 
money rituals.

We have children, we 
want to be able to send them 
to university, so their lives 
can be better than ours, 
but how can one afford the 
money? We are begging the 
government to please hear 
our cry and come to our aid, 
because there is big problem 

in Nigeria. 

Dr. Dike Anozie
An entrepreneur
Our president is doing 

marvellously well, but the 
only problem he has is his 
health, which can happen to 
anybody at any time. But he 
is doing well. When you look 
at his policy on corruption, he 
has nailed some of the people 
taking our money away.

Our economy is also im-
proving, gradually and if it 
continues this way, in a few 
months, the economy will 
bounce back. 

Prince Nduka Onwuka
A trader 
I recognize our President 

as a hardworking man, but 
due to his ill health, he is not 
healthy enough to rule the 
country at this point of our 
development.

Some people are taking 
advantage of his health to 
hijack Government, because 
of that; there are lapses in so 
many areas. For instance, the 
presidency does not respect 
orders of the Senate. We have 
seen in so many occasions 
when the Senators recom-
mended the sack of some staff 
of the Presidency, due to their 
negligence, the Presidency 
did not heed to their recom-
mendation.

However, the President 
has done well in the fight 
against corruption. He has 
also done well in agriculture. 
I pray that he recovers fast to 
manage our economy. 

Bob Umunna
Business Consultant & 

Marine Transporter
The Nigerian economy 

was in recession before Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari 
came in, but it was under his 
tenure we entered recession 
proper. He inherited a coma-
tose economy from the previ-
ous administration. This gov-
ernment is at midterm, so it 
may be too early to judge- one 
must not miss the point that 
he is trying to set the Nigeria 
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economy in the right direc-
tion and it will take time to 
build. There are few policies 
Buhari’s administration made 
that if well implemented and  
Nigerians are patient, will 
create a more solid economy 
in the nearest future. 

In Agriculture, solid miner-
al and non-oil exports some-
thing’s are encouraging, and 
if given the opportunity, and 
well-funded, I think it will 
be better for us, despite the 
current feelings been shared 
by Nigerians. Though people 
have criticised Buhari for 
being one sided, he is tak-
ing steps to ensure that our 
economy is corruption free 
because before he came into 
power corruption was en-
demic everywhere. With the 
TSA implementation, he has 
been able to reduce corrup-
tion by civil servants who 
wait till the end of budget 
year to convert whatever 
remains into their personal 
accounts.

He has achieved a lot in the 
area of ensuring that public 
officers are accountable for 
monies spent in their respec-
tive ministries whereas in the 
previous administration your 
official money is like your 
personal money.

But one of his greatest fail-
ures is the non-implementa-
tion of his promise on ensur-
ing that Local Government 
Areas in Nigeria are governed 
by elected officials and this sin-
gular act has led to the death of 
local government economies. 
The lack of activities in almost 
all the local government areas 
in Nigeria has led to stifling 
of economic activities at the 
grassroots.

And for a balanced econ-
omy economic activity must 
be bottom-up. For the federal 
government economic plan 
to work effectively, the Ex-
ecutive and Legislature must 
find a way of removing the 
stranglehold or the control of 
local government funds.

Salihu Momoh
Edo State APC Treasurer
Within the two years of his 

administration, President Mu-
hammadu Buhari has again 
restored the lost glory of the 
country in the comity of states. 
Before now the country’s im-
age was badly battered by mal-
administration by past govern-
ments. Also corruption was at 
its peak; looting of public funds 
was the order of the day but 
with the anti-corruption war, 
things are gradually getting 
better for the country.

Certainly, before the advent 

of this administration you will 
observe that Nigerians were 
virtually fed-up with the 16 
years of PDP administration. 
All that happened propelled 
Nigerians to yell for change, 
and the coming together of 
political parties to form APC in 
2013 and subsequently coming 
into power in 2015 has virtu-
ally changed a lot of things. 
Today, the present govern-
ment has tackled corruption 
headlong.

People can now sleep with 
their two eyes close because 
the Boko Haram issue is actu-
ally becoming a thing of the 
past.  It is just two years and I 
am sure that in the next two 
years Nigerians will be com-
pletely out of this economic 
quagmire and the people will 
know that this government 
cannot be compared with 
what they had in the last years 
with other political party.

All that the government 
need is support from Nigeri-
ans, including the looters. They 
have looted, now let them be 
bold enough to say ‘yes’, and 
let all hands be on deck for 
the success and development 
of the country. So that the 
country will regain its lost 
glory; when the economy 
was at its best; when people 
slept with their eyes close 
because there was no armed 
robbers or thieves around; 
when honesty and integrity 
was the order of the day- I 

cause Buhari rode to power on 
the expectation that he would 
rid Nigeria of corruption, he 
has signed onto the Open 
Government Partnership, and 
formulated a National Action 
Plan hinged on four thematic 
areas of; Fiscal transparency, 
Access to information, Citizen 
engagement & empowerment 
, and Anti-corruption & asset 
disclosure.

The posture of government 
with the TSA, its whistleblow-
ing programme and a resolute 
posture of zero tolerance posi-
tions this administration as 
one firm with no tolerance 
for corruption. It has pros-
ecuted the war on the Boko 
Haram insurgency with an 
appreciable effort, and this 
had culminated in the release 
of some Chibok school girls 
who were kidnapped in April 
2014. The Niger Delta ques-
tion is receiving attention, 
what with the decision of the 
Federal government to allow 
modular refining to take place 
along with the formulation of 
a ‘New Niger Delta Vision’.

But this administration 
must give bite to its anti-cor-
ruption war by working on the 
Proceeds of Crime Bill, POCA, 
and the Whistle blower Bill all 
still at the National Assembly, 
as both will establish the legal 
framework with which the 
anti-corruption war can be 
prosecuted. Corruption can 
be fought and won if the net 

think this is what the APC led 
federal government requires 
from Nigeria people.

David Ugolor
ED, Africa Network for 

Environment & Economic 
Justice (ANEEJ)

Benin-City, Nigeria
From an anti-corruption 

perspective, the present ad-
ministration of President Bu-
hari has done reasonably well. 
Recall that prior to President 
Buhari’s administration Nige-
ria was known as ‘fantastical-
ly corrupt’ and ranked on the 
Transparency International 
Index as 135 on the rank of 
least corrupt 175 nations. Be-

is spread across board and an 
independent panel of inquiry 
set up to look into allegations 
of malfeasance which have 
been levelled against top of-
ficials of this administration. 

The Buhari administration 
would also do well to frame an 
asset disclosure and recovery 
mechanism which regulates 
how assets seized from looters 
is expended or utilized. Estab-
lishing an asset recovery and 
disclosure framework gives 
investors a measure of confi-
dence, and positions Nigeria 
as a country ready to take the 
lead in Africa and disarm cor-
ruption, poverty and a linger-
ing recession. 
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Edo guber: PDP raising funds to procure S’Court 
judgment for Ize-Iyamu, party chieftain alleges

J
ames Ifaluyi-Og-
beide, a member of 
the People’s Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) 
in Edo State, has 

raised alarm over alleged 
desperate plans by the 
leadership of the party in 
the state to manipulate 
the electoral victory of 
the Edo State governor, 
Godwin Obaseki, at the 
Supreme Court.

Ogbeide said the lead-
ership of PDP has set aside 
huge sum of money to 
procure victory at the 
apex court.

In a statement made 
available to newsmen 
in Benin-City, the PDP 

chieftain alleged that a 
South-South justice at the 
Supreme Court has offered 
to assist the party to up-
turn the electoral victory 
of Governor Obaseki and 
the All Progressives Con-
gress (APC) at the court.

The statement was 
titled “The discovery of 
most unholy scheme by 
the People’s Democratic 
Party to pervert the course 
of justice and condemn the 
peoples of Edo to as many 
years of ungodly wretch-
edness and black misrule 
as possible”.

“It  has c ome to my 
knowledge that a terrible 
séance held recently in 
Port Harcourt consisting 
nefarious characters loyal 
to the People’s Democratic 

Osagie Ize-Iyamu and the 
truculent Chief Dan Orbih, 
was convened to analyse 
how to sabotage the man-
date of the people of the 
state.

“First, it should be noted 
that this gathering of bad 
men held in Port-Har-
court in the dead of the 
night, while the subjec-
tive world was asleep. 
There, these men came 
to a satanic agreement to 
upturn Governor Godwin 
Obaseki’s government at 
the Supreme Court and 
impose their beloved Pas-
tor Osagie Ize-Iyamu in the 
seat of power so that he 
could hold open the doors 
of Edo’s exchequer while 
they looted it wantonly 
with himself involved in 

Ize-Iyamu

Party. The fiendish meet-
ing, which was assembled 
by top PDP members and 

had in attendance stake-
holders in Edo State gov-
ernorship such as Pastor 

Nigeria lost $10bn to monopoly of oil and 
gas port logistics services in 20 yrs

M
ajor operators 
in Nigeria’s oil 
and gas logis-
tics business 

have said that over $10 
billion in lost investment 
was recorded during the 
20 years of monopoly 
by Integrated Logistics 
Services Limited (Intels) 
which was recently ended 
by President Muham-
madu Buhari’s approval 
of a policy review, which 
guarantees the right of 
importers to choose ter-
minals or ports of their 
choice for the discharge 
of their cargo.

The presidential ap-
proval was contained in a 
letter dated May 5, 2017, 
which was signed by Had-
iza Bala Usman, managing 
director, Nigerian Ports 
Authority (NPA).

Other losses brought 
upon the sector as a re-
sult of the dominance 
of Intels include N3 bil-
lion that the NPA paid 
Intels as compensation 
for Intels’ claims against 
what they said they had 
built in Onne and Lagos 
and $10 billion in excess 
charges that International 
Oil Companies (IOCs) paid 
Intels for using the facili-
ties that NPA had paid for.

The president had ap-
proved the Onne Oil and 
Gas Free Zone Terminal 
in Rivers State as a multi-
purpose cargo terminal, 
saying its non-designation 
as such previously did not 
in any way legally ob-
struct or compromise the 
operations of the free zone 
for all cargoes, including 
oil and gas.

Intels was granted a 
concession to operate ter-
minals at the ports. This 
authorisation was execut-
ed as a monopoly by the 
company which dominat-
ed the business to the ex-
clusion of other operators 
who kicked against it but 
were rebuffed by senior 
government officials in 
the Ministry of Transpor-
tation and the NPA. Other 
players in the sector were 
left with little or no op-
tion. Investigations at the 
secretariat of the SeaPort 
Terminal Operators of Ni-
geria (STOAN) reveal that 
industry players, particu-
larly in Onne Port, Warri 
and Calabar, were left 
with almost nothing and 
most went out of business 
either directly due to di-
version of their ships and 
cargo to Intels or indirect-
ly because the very high 

IDRIS UMAR MOMOH, Benin
this raid.

“It is this same debauch-
ery they plan to use in Edo, 
and they are already sav-
ing big bucks with which 
they will buy the judg-
ment and run governor 
Obaseki and development 
out of Benin,” Ogbeide said 
in the statement.

He added that the peo-
ple of the state would resist 
the plot by the opposition 
party to stage a judicial 
travesty, noting that the 
judiciary would not be 
corrupted and that the 
people’s will and mandate 
would stand strong.

When contacted, the 
PDP state publicity sec-
retary, Chris Nehikhare, 
said the party would not 
respond to frivolity and 
unfounded allegations.

prices imposed by Intesl 
drove many companies to 
move their businesses out 
of Nigeria or avoid Nigeria 
altogether.

The total control on 
the business exercised 
by Intels was given tacit 
support by government 
agencies saddled with 
the responsibility of regu-
lating port operations. 
Most cargoes in that sec-
tor were directed to its 
terminals for discharge.

The umbrella b o dy 
of terminal operators, 
STOAN, had tabled their 
complaints at several fora 
over the years, but their 
complaints met a stone 
wall. However, the cur-
rent leadership of the NPA 
with Usman as managing 
director had promised to 
act on their petition.

The reversal of Intels’ 
dominance of the sector 
is seen as a big relief to 
the over 170 operators 
whose businesses had 
been forced to close shop 
owing to the diversion 
of oil and gas cargoes to 
Intels’ terminals on the 
grounds that they were 
designated as an oil and 
gas terminal.

Last September, Us-
man established a policy 

…We can’t respond to frivolity – PDP

reform committee whose 
recommendations were 
approved last month by 
the president. The presi-
dential document, ‘Con-
veyance of Presidential 
Approval – Re: Report on 
Concessioned Terminals 
in the Ports’, reads in part: 
“Following a review of 
the Federal Government 
of Nigeria’s (FGN) policy 
directive over the years 
in respect of the conces-
sions and applicable legal 
regime by the Office of 
the Honourable Attorney 
General of the Federation 
and Minister for Justice, 
touching upon reform ini-
tiatives and implementa-
tion as a veritable mecha-
nism for the development 
of the maritime industry, 
investments made to date, 
general global practice 
in designation of termi-
nals, right of importers to 
choose terminals or ports 
for discharge of their car-
goes, streamlining of ship-
ping and other fees, His 
Excellency, the President 
of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria, has conveyed ap-
proval on 21st April, 2017 
to the Honourable Minis-
ter of Transportation on 
the final position in the 
following terms:

“FGN remains guided 
by the general global prac-
tice in the designation 
of Terminal/Ports opera-
tions into three broad cat-
egorisation of bulk cargo, 
container cargo and mul-
tipurpose cargo. Accord-
ingly, the FGN rejects the 
categorisation of oil and 
gas multi-purpose cargo 
terminal, as this is alien 
to the relevant concession 
agreements and inconsis-
tent with global shipping 
practices.

“The non-designation 
of the Onne Oil and Gas 
Free Zone as an ‘Oil and 
Gas Multi-purpose Cargo 
Terminal’ does not in any 
way legally obstruct or 
compromise the opera-
tions of the Free Zone as 
an Oil and Gas Free Zone, 
but rather, it merely indi-
cates that all cargo includ-
ing oil and gas can be dis-
charged at the terminal.

“FGN reaffirms past 
presidential directives 
that all importers are free 
to choose any terminal or 
port for the discharge of 
their cargoes, subject to 
the presence of all requi-
site regulatory agencies 
at such ports as required 
by extant regulations and 
in line with its policy of 

promoting competition 
and value for money. Con-
sequently, any policy that 
designates certain ports 
by cargo type is cancelled.

“The Nigerian Ports 
Authority and the Bu-
reau of Public Enterprises 
(BPE) are to streamline 
the payment of shipping 
and other fees at various 
terminals in a manner 
that ensures such fees 
are based on cargo type 
rather than on the basis of 
designation of terminals, 
to ensure that there is no 
loss of revenue due to FGN 
based on terminals that 
importers choose to bring 
cargoes into the country.”

Intels won the bid for 
the concession of opera-
tion of port terminals, 
including the Onne Oil 
and Gas Free Zone in Riv-
ers State, following the 
implementation of the 
port reforms and conces-
sions initiated by the fed-
eral government during 
the Olusegun Obasanjo 
administration.

The exercise, which 
was supervised by the 
BPE, divested the manage-
ment of the NPA of the 
day-to-day running of the 
terminals as well as cargo 
handling.
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A
b d u l g a n i y u 
Abdul-Razaq, 
f o u n d e r  o f 
Ilorin College, 
now Govern-

ment High School, Ilorin, 
and Old Students of the 
school have called for a total 
overhaul of the Nigerian 
education sector if the aim 
of education in the country 
must be realised.

The observation was 
made at a reception hosted 
in honour of old and current 
students by the family of the 
founder, who was also the 
first principal of the school, 
to mark the 50th anniver-
sary of the school. The event 
also coincided with the 50th 
anniversary celebration of 
the creation of Kwara State.

Delivering his address 
through his eldest son, Alimi 
Abdul-Razaq, the founder 
identified policy inconsis-
tency and lack of political 
will on the part of govern-
ments in Nigeria as major 
problems facing the educa-
tion sector. The founder 
said for Nigeria to have qual-
ity education, policies must 
match vision of develop-
ment for the society.

He implored the old 
students not to relent in 
contributing to their Alma 
mater, “Let me admonish 
you to continue to give 
back to your alma mater. 
And because government 

Alumni point the way to 
quality education in Nigeria

alone cannot shoulder the 
burden of education in our 
contemporary times, I wish 
to appeal to all old students 
of this institution to devel-
op a more positive disposi-
tion towards contributing 
to the development of the 
school.

“Fifty years in the life of 
an institution such as ours is 
certainly an occasion for joy 
and celebration. You came in 
as boys and girls, you saw, 
and you conquered. I am 
proud of the great feats and 
accomplishments of some 
of you, in your respective 
careers and callings. As a 
father and proprietor, this is 
a source of joy to me.”

Raji Afolagbe, national 
resident of the ICI/GHS Old 
Students Association, a for-

mer commissioner for Edu-
cation and Human Capital in 
Kwara State, said the school 
had contributed greatly to 
the educational advance-
ment of Kwara, North Cen-
tral and Ilorin in particular.

Afolagbe also said that 
the founder, Abdul-Razaq, 
through his generosity and 
community service pro-
vided great opportunity for 
many people in the state to 
have access to quality post-
primary education which 
was not easy to come by 
then with the establishment 
of the College in 1967.

“The dream of the found-
ing father was to have a seed 
and a seed that is in quan-
tum that are of quality. His 
dream was to have a school 
that will blossom and will 

go places. And today that 
dream has come to pass.

“He’s a man of big vision. 
He was our role model. He 
was someone we looked 
up to. He had lot of stu-
dents that he was paying 
their school fees despite the 
fact that he established the 
school. In fact, let me tell you 
what he did; he approached 
some of his friends to give 
out scholarships. He even 
had some companies he ap-
proached for scholarship. All 
you just see is that Baba has 
gotten a scholarship for you 
and you don’t know how,” 
he said.

The National Presi-
dent also said the greatest 
achievement of the school 
was the quality of the old 
students who have gone 

Cross section of the old  students

A group picture of participants with the conveners
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ahead to contribute to the 
socio-economic develop-
ment of Nigeria and wher-
ever they sojourn on earth, 
adding that many of the old 
students flew in from Eu-
rope and America to be part 
of the golden jubilee.

In his own remarks, the 
first registered student of the 
school on nominal list who 
was also the first Senior Pre-
fect and a retired assistant 
comptroller-general of Cus-
toms, Mumini Abdulmalik 
disclosed that the founder 
of the school inspired him 
and generation of students 
to success.

“He taught us hard work, 
integrity and honesty and 
these are all hallmarks of his 
own professional and public 
service career. Ilorin College 
now GHS prepared us well 
for life,” he said.

Saka Isau, also an old stu-
dent and former attorney-
general of Kwara State and 
former secretary to the State 
Government, disclosed that 
the foresight the founder 
had was unparalleled.

“At the time the whole 
area of North Central that 
was the first secondary 
school. He gave some of us 
poor people the opportunity 
to attend secondary school 
and today, you can see us. I 
was Attorney General and 
former Secretary to the Gov-
ernment of Kwara State. He 
is my role model. I decided to 
study law because of him,” 
he said.

MHNG Network partners Pan-Atlantic University to train 25 journalists on art of interviewing

M
HNG Network 
in partnership 
with the School 
of Media and 

Communications (SMC) of 
the Pan-Atlantic University 
trained 25 journalists from 
different media organisa-
tions cutting across print, 
online and broadcast on the 
art of interviewing.

The training course cov-
ered key elements required 
to elicit appropriate informa-
tion from the interviewee, 
including researching the 
subject, preparing for the 
interview, use of recording 
devises, norms prescribed 
by ethics and managing sen-
sitive information gleaned 
from an interview.

Rosemary Egabor, con-
vener of the media initia-
tive and the CEO of Urban 

10 Hub Limited, a public 
relations outfit also affiliated 
with MHNG Network, said 
the training was important 
because interviews are used 
to expand upon the basic 
“who, what, where, how, 
when and why” of news-
gathering in whatever beat 
a journalist may cover, and it 

is the information gathered 
and dispersed that the public 
relies and acts on.

“This workshop is a re-
sponse to the need of the 
Nigerian media for capacity 
building to make it respond 
to global best practices and 
serve the needs of an emerg-
ing economy like Nigeria,” 

says Egabor, a public rela-
tions professional.

Ike chukwu Obiaya, 
dean of the School of Media 
and Communication, who 
kicked off the first session 
with a two-hour presenta-
tion on the purpose of an 
interview, applauded the 
initiative. Joseph Bel-Molok-

wu, also of the School of 
Media and Communication, 
took the rest of the session. 

Obiaya said it aligned 
very much with the school’s 
mission of  providing train-
ing for media professionals 
to enable them pursue their 
calling of service to human 
cultures with a sense of 
creativity, skill, knowledge 
and values.

The MHNG Network 
was founded by Urban 10 
Hub Limited, one of Nigeria’s 
growing PR companies, in 
2016. The initiative seeks to 
promote professionalism in 
the media through journal-
ism network programmes 
that bring together profes-
sionals from across all me-
dia platforms to network, 
debate and engage with 
national and global issues 
that are of importance to 
the Nigerian media industry.

…as Government High School Ilorin marks golden jubilee

The inauguration of 
roads and industrial 
projects was the major 

highlights that marked the 
second anniversary of Gov-
ernor Udom Emmanuel’s 
administration in Akwa 
Ibom State.

This could be understood 
given that consolidation of 
infrastructure and industri-
al development were some 
of the campaign promises 
the governor made before 
he was elected in 2015.

Before now, critics had 
accused the governor of 
only carrying out ground-
breaking for industries with-
out anything to show after 
many months.

According to them, the 
governor has carried out a 
groundbreaking for an as-
sembly plant for the manu-
facture of cars and trucks in 
the state soon after he as-
sumed office, adding that the 
company has yet to take off.

But when the state gov-
ernment unveiled its pro-
gramme of activities to mark 
the governor’s second year 
in office, it began with the 
inauguration of a pencil 
and toothpick factory in the 
suburb of the state capital.

Though several roads 
were commissioned includ-
ing the Eket-Ibeno road lead-
ing to where Mobil Produc-
ing Nigeria, a subsidiary 
of ExxonMobil, has its op-
eration base, key industrial 
projects were inaugurated 
during the three-day event.

The completion of the 
Eket-Ibeno road is signifi-
cant in many ways as it has 
been in a state of disrepair 
for years though the oil com-
pany has been operating in 
the state for years.

The road project recently 
stirred controversy when 
the oil company erected a 
bill board in the state stating 
that it contributed N8billion 
to the project without saying 
the total cost of the road.

Among the industrial 
concerns inaugurated were 
a flour mill plant, a coconut 
factory and a syringe factory 
in addition to the pencil and 
toothpick factory. The Kings 
Flour Mills in Akwa Ibom 
will produce 60,000 tons of 
flour yearly when it begins 
production next year.

Speaking while inspect-
ing the factory which is 
expected to commence pro-
duction next year, Governor 
Udom Emmanuel said it 
would provide employment 
for youths and create wealth 
in the state, just as over 250 
persons would be engaged 
during the first phase of its 
production by next year.

Roads, industrial 
project commissioning 
define Udom’s 
second anniversary 
celebration

ISAAC ANYAOGU
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A
s the legal profession 
continues to evolve 
globally amid disrup-
tive technology, the 
way the profession is 

practiced also continues to evolve. 
For the forward-looking lawyer 
who does not want to be left 
behind, there is only one option: 
update your skills and flow with 
the changing times. This is because 
as the profession evolves, new op-
portunities are being created as 
various segments of the economy 
increasingly require the services 
of lawyers. But to tap into these 
emerging opportunities, lawyers 
need to build capacity and acquire 
specialised competencies around 
these emerging areas.

It is in order to ensure that Ni-
gerian lawyers are not left behind 
that the forthcoming 2017 annual 
Business Law Conference of the 
Nigerian Bar Association Section 
on Business Law (NBA-SBL) is fo-
cusing on the changing face of the 
legal profession and how Nigerian 
lawyers are preparing for the chal-
lenges ahead.

Having come to terms with 
the fact that indigenous lawyers 
either up their skills and properly 
position themselves to take advan-
tage of new opportunities or risk 
losing out to foreign lawyers who 
are waiting in the wings to hijack 
these opportunities, the NBA-SBL 
has chosen ‘Law and the Changing 
Face of Legal Practice’ as the theme 
of this year’s conference, which 
comes up June 18-20 at Eko Hotel 
& Suites in Lagos. 

“We are excited at the prospect 
of another conference back in 
Lagos. We are also excited at the 
issues we have to deal with at this 
conference,” said Olumide Akpata, 
chairman, NBA-SBL, at a press 
briefing to announce the confer-
ence, last Monday.

“We are looking inwards this 
year, we are looking at issues that 
relate directly to the practice of 
law and lawyers themselves,” he 
said.

Olubunmi Fayokun, chairman, 
2017 Conference Planning Com-
mittee, said this year’s conference, 
the 11th edition, would seek to 
address the global evolution of 
legal practice, the future of the 
profession, innovative trends and 
the impact of disruptive technol-
ogy on the practice of law.

“The legal profession is chang-
ing, the world is changing. If we 
don’t prepare ourselves and adapt, 
we would be left behind,” she said.

Running through the nine 
sessions lined up for the two-and-
a-half-day conference, Fayokun 
said there would be a session on 
globalisation and the prospects of 
open borders vis-à-vis the provi-
sion of legal services, themed ‘Re-
defining the Provision of Cross-
Border Legal Services: Globalising 
Your Practice’, as well as how the 
practice of law is changing at a 
rapid speed in other jurisdictions 
and how prepared Nigerian firms 

2017 NBA-SBL business law conference: 
Building local capacity in a globalised world
CHUKS OLUIGBO

Mentis, among others.
Interestingly, against the back-

drop of an alarming rate of life-
style and stress-related diseases, 
the NBA-SBL is dedicating a ses-
sion at this year’s conference to 
health and wellness of lawyers, 
themed ‘Dead Lawyers Don’t 
Work – Embracing a Lifestyle of 
Health and Wellness’.

“Amid long hours, heavy work-
load and the pursuit of client 
satisfaction, the Nigerian lawyer’s 
physical and mental health is 
increasingly at risk. In this ses-
sion, wellness experts will dis-
cuss health risks peculiar to the 
legal profession and mitigating 
practices for achieving a balance 
between the demands of the 
profession and a healthier life,” 
Fayokun said.

She also announced that there 
would also be a light-hearted 
debate on ‘Rules of Professional 
Conduct in the 21st Century: 
Challenging the Status Quo’, the 
first of its kind at the NBA-SBL 
Conferences, while the confer-
ence will end with a closing party 
on June 20.

To ensure that the conference 
does not become a mere talk 
shop, Seni Adio (SAN), vice chair, 
NBA-SBL, said that over the years 
the conference had produced 
reports that were submitted to 
government for action and that 
this year’s would not be different.

But beyond the conference, 
he explained, the NBA-SBL con-
stantly engages with government 
and its relevant agencies with the 
aim of coming up with right ac-
tions that will ensure the general 
wellbeing of the nation’s economy.

For instance, he said, the SBL 
is working with the National As-
sembly Business Environment 
Roundtable (NASSBER), a col-
laboration between the Senate, 
the Nigerian Economic Summit 

Group and the NBA Section on 
Business Law, as well as the Presi-
dential Council on Ease of Doing 
Business (PEBEC), to improve 
Nigeria’s business environment. 
Through its joint committee with 
the Corporate Affairs Commission 
(CAC), the body is also working to 
improve operations of the CAC 
and, ultimately, the business en-
vironment.

Other members of the NBA-
SBL present at the press briefing 
included Okey Egbuchu, confer-
ence vice chair, Priscilla Ogwe-
moh, secretary, NBA-SBL, Adeoye 
Adefulu, chair, SBL Training 
Committee & chair, Conference 
Programmes Committee, and 
Tolulope Aderemi, vice chair, SBL 
Training Committee. They lent 
their voices in clarifying some of 
the issues raised in the course of 
the briefing.

The NBA-SBL, a special arm 
of the Nigerian Bar Association 
which engenders the develop-
ment of commercial law and spe-
cialised commercial law practice 
in Nigeria, uses its annual confer-
ence to seek to create an environ-
ment for business lawyers within 
and outside Nigeria to network 
and engage on issues relevant 
to their fields and to establish a 
thriving relationship between the 
business community and govern-
ment institutions.

The SBL currently has 19 com-
mittees focused on specialized 
areas of commercial law practice 
and addressing issues from dif-
ferent sectors of the Nigerian 
economy. Through its committees 
and strategic partnerships with 
government parastatals and/or 
legislative bodies, the section or-
ganises regular workshops, semi-
nars and training programmes 
for members, with a view to pro-
moting commercial and business 
interests in Nigeria.
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L-R: Okey Egbuchu, Conference vice chair; Priscilla Ogwemoh, secretary, NBA Section on Business Law; Seni Adio (SAN), vice chair, NBA-SBL; 
Olubunmi Fayokun, 2017 Conference chair; Olumide Akpata, chair, NBA-SBL; Adeoye Adefulu, chair, SBL Training Committee & chair, Conference 
Programmes Committee; and Tolulope Aderemi, vice chair, SBL Training Committee, at a press conference to announce the 2017 SBL conference.

are to embrace this new facet of 
the profession.

A session on ‘Technology, In-
novation and the Law Firm of the 
Future’, she said, is expected to 
touch on how lawyers can lever-
age technology to improve service 
delivery, law firm management 
and professional development, as 
well as online reputation, crypto-
currency, the malaise of fake news, 
over-the-top services, and new 
platforms threatening to disrupt 
legal education and legal services 
delivery in Nigeria as we know it.

Similarly, a session on ‘Develop-
ing Skills and Capacity: Redefin-
ing the Architecture’ will take 
delegates through the challenges 
peculiar to Nigerian lawyers in 
terms of building capacity, with 
the panel focusing on legal edu-
cation at universities and the 
law school, the role of CLE pro-
grammes, on-the-job-training as 
well as international experiences.

Other themes to be addressed 
by the sessions, Fayokun said, 
include ‘The Future of Legal Prac-
tice – Are You Ready?’, ‘Creating 
an Efficient System of Justice 
Delivery’, ‘Legal Services Pro-
curement – What Do Clients Re-
ally Want?’, ‘Dead Lawyers Don’t 
Work – Embracing a Lifestyle of 
Health and Wellness’, and ‘The 
Changing Face of the Entertain-
ment Industry – Prospects and 
Opportunities’.

“There will also be a Corporate 
Counsels’ session, which will 
provide an opportunity for legal 
practitioners to network with 
general counsel and other in-
house counsel,” she said.

To ensure very enriching 
discussions and outcomes, the 
NBA-SBL has also not left any 
stone unturned in getting high-
powered resource persons. While 
Senate President Bukola Saraki 
is expected to give the keynote 

speech at the opening ceremony 
on June 18, each of the nine ses-
sions boasts of seasoned profes-
sionals as speakers, chairpersons 
and panellists.

They include Konyinsola Ajayi 
(SAN), a professor and manag-
ing partner, Olaniwun Ajayi LP, 
Ernest Ojukwu (SAN), partner, 
OFY Lawyers, Olamide Oladosu, 
partner, Clifford Chance, Mirian 
Kene Kachikwu, general counsel, 
Seplat, Kenneth Okwor, associ-
ate, Templars, Gbenga Oyebode, 
chairman, Aluko & Oyebode, 
Dotun Sulaiman, chairman, Fi-
nancial Reporting Council Ni-
geria, Mia Essien (SAN), partner, 
Principles Law Firm, Babatunde 
Ajibade (SAN), Ingo Herbert, 
Consul General of the Federal 
Republic of Germany, Justice 
Nnamdi Dimgba of the Federal 
High Court, Abuja, Seun Abim-
bola, Attorney-General of Oyo 
State, Kola Aina, Group MD/CEO, 
Emerging Platforms Group, and 
Leo Stan Ekeh, MD, Zinox.

Others are Asue Ighodalo, 
founding partner, Banwo & Ig-
hodalo and immediate past chair-
man of NBA-SBL, Richard Mofe 
Damijo, vice chairman, Entertain-
ment Law Committee of the SBL, 
Mena Ajakpovi, partner, Abra-
ham & Co, Gerry Riskin, found-
ing principal/chairman, Edge 
International, Yetunde Johnson, 
MD/CEO, Slingshot Technologies 
Limited, MacJohnson Odey II, 
MD/CEO, mylawyer.ng, Enyiola 
Madubuike, LegitNG, John Edok-
polo, legal counsel, Microsoft 
West, East & Southern Africa, 
Rotimi Ogunyemi, partner, Bayo 
Ogunyemi & Co., George Etomi, 
principal partner, George Etomi 
& Partners, Jay Krishna, professor 
of Law, Indiana University, Nan-
kunda Katangaza, co-founder, 
Hook Tangaza, Dafe Akpedeye 
(SAN), principal partner, Compos 



C
ould you please tell us about 
South Eastern State at creation? 

Fifty (50) years ago when the 
state was created, as I remember, 
war was still on in parts of South 

Eastern state as it was called then. It was 
only Ogoja Area that was first liberated 
and that was where the young government 
started and Michael Ani was appointed the 
secretary to the state government and that 
position was a dual position because it was 
like combining the secretary to the state 
government and the Head of Service. So 
the governor set up his government there 
until Calabar was safe enough for civilian 
habitation and that accounted for the de-
lay in starting the government. The state 
was a war-torn area, everything there was 
vandalised, it was more or less a bit better 
than the desert; there was really not much 
to show, therefore he needed to solve these 
visible problems that were very challeng-
ing. Cross River State or South Eastern State 
as it were before was a war-torn area where 
things like the hospitals, schools and several 
other institutions were vandalised, there 
was the problems of abandoned children 
and children with kwashiorkor or malnour-
ishment, which you don’t know where the 
parents were, battling with high mortality 
rate, diseases, people were displaced from 
their homes unemployment rate, lack of 
facilities and preventive medicines were 
not there throughout the entire period of 
the war which led to some diseases that 
would have been avoided, and people’s 
livelihood were not there; there were no 
farms as people could not go to farms. All 
these were problems the new government 
confronted. They needed quick attention. 
So that was how South Eastern State or 
Calabar actually was like.

I didn’t come into the scene until August 
when I came into Calabar; then my mar-
riage was September 21, 1968 when I now 
assumed the office of the First Lady. I was 
a very young girl, but I learned fast to play 
the role of the First Lady. 

How old were you then?
I was just 18 years old and I actually 

needed to learn very fast to fit into the of-
fice of the first lady. 

What were the initial challenges?
There were so many challenges; you 

know my husband was the governor in a 
young state and war-torn area, so most of 
the times he was always travelling to either 
Lagos or some areas in the state for one 
reason or the other. So often time when he 
was travelling, I was alone in the Govern-
ment House, then a wooden two bedrooms 
colonial house with a parlour. Most of the 
times he travels to the mainland part of the 
state which was still in the control of the 
rebels as a soldier to show comrades with 
the Nigerian troops and often times he 
would spend a day or two with the troops. 
That meant I had to stay alone in the Gov-
ernment House, no body to talk to until he 
came back. The only neighbour I had was 
the naval base towards the river. So the 
reality of it was that anytime there was an 
attack by the enemy and the naval officers 
would also fire their anti-air craft guns and 
the whole place would be in flames. So, it 

was not a very good experience for a young 
girl like me who just came into marriage. 
You  know the Government House was a 
colonial building made up of woods even 
the decking were woods, so when there 
was this firing the whole house would be 
shaking and often times I was alone in the 
whole house and no body to either run to 
or talk to, that was one challenge.

There was actually a day that Calabar 
Airport was bombed by the rebels and that 
day my husband was in the house and I 
was pregnant he just came in and tapped 
me to get up, I didn’t actually know what 
happened, he took me out and we stayed 
outside for over an hour; thereafter, we 
went inside after the whole thing was over, 
so that was one aspect of the challenge.

The second aspect was being able to 
play the role of the first lady. You know 
there were  no scripts, no hand over note, 
nothing at all to guide me to function as a 
first lady; to say this is what is expected of 
you and this is not what you should do, so 
I did everything by myself and I presented 
myself very well and I was also working 
then in the ministry. I was going to work 
like any other person, I will reach my office 
7:30am and close by 3:30pm and there was 
no any special preference as the wife of 
the governor, not that if I wanted my boss 
would have objected to it, but  my husband 
wouldn’t even want it.

The only thing was that anytime I had 
something to do as the first lady I would 
take permission from my boss then go and 
also perform my function as the first lady. 
Another challenge was that you were just 
home-bound, no friend, nowhere to go to, 
you were between office and home, so it 
was not easy at all. There was no any form 

of social activities, it was much latter after 
the war, things began to relax; we began 
to have dramas, cultural shows. This was 
around 1969 and part of 1970. 

Did you at anytime have an encounter 
with performing artists?

I can’t remember having any encounter 
with any musician over any music. The 
‘Afia-Aboikpa Aya Wot Eyen Ukang Nyin’ 
(the fair lady want to kill our son) was not 
in anywhere directed to me as I was not the 
only fair lady from Afaha; I heard the song 
but it wasn’t me and I did not relate with 
the song at all. 

As a First Lady, did you go deep into 
governance?

The entire regime of General Gowan did 
not allow such and it was in the Military 
regime and our role was purely supportive, 
especially on humanitarian grounds. We 
had no office and no vote. I was involved 
with things that had to do with the less-
privileged, the Red Cross and the Girls 
Guide movement, so these were the things 
we were into as first ladies. 

Would you subscribe to passive role In 
today’s government?

You know this is political regime and 
you have to beef up support for your hus-
band, but in the military regime there was 
no need for all that. What we did was purely 
humanitarian bringing up the children to 
assist the government to be humane, but 
today’s politics, may be, we’re taking it a 
bite too far and we need to draw a line to 
where politics ends and where governance 
starts, because sometimes it is politics all 
the way, and governance is only trying to 
find its way. So, I think after election, a line 
between politics and governance should 
be drawn.

At times, you will hear a governor say, 
‘I will not do this for this people because 
they did not vote for me’. I think that to me 
is petty. Because, it does happen that those 
that did not support you can end up being 
those that support your activities in your 
government and even more. 

Did you have any pet project and what 
was it?

Yes my pet project was the orphanage 
at Otop-Otop. In fact, it was to address the 
issues of abandoned children. We quickly 
built that place to make it functional to 
keep these children until proper legislations 
were put in place for them for adoption. So, 
the few that were not adopted were prop-
erly taken care of, they all went to school. 

What would you like women to learn 
from you?

Young girls should realise that they are 
individuals, they should be able to think 
for themselves and plan for themselves and 
they should not be depending on families 
or husbands. It does not mean they should 
be insubordinate; they should plan for what 
they want to do; discuss it with their hus-
bands. Wives should be submissive to their 
husbands because as a woman you are the 
home builder; that should be the number 
one role of a woman. But it is very difficult 
with some women who are career women 
just like the husband, she goes out in the 
morning, comes back in the evening, but 
whatever be the case, a woman must find 
out time to coordinate her home. 

What advice do you have for today’s 
First Ladies?

Well like I said, I would commend them 
because they are doing well, theirs is a 
civil regime, ours was a military regime and 
they have to assist their husbands in office. 
That brings me back to politics. I was one 
of the proponents of a single term in office. 
If you have six years to stay, you use that 
period of time to do all what you planed 
to do. But the second term brings in many 
negative things in governance, influences 
everything whether good or bad so far as 
that person will cover every bad thing com-
mitted. So often time those people are not 
the best, but because they pledged loyalty. 

How would you rate Cross River today 
in terms of development?

Governanc e is c ontinuous;  I  would 
say that fifty years after, they have done 
well. They used to have problems of water 
supply now there is water everywhere in 
Calabar; they have expanded education, the 
road net works also have been expanded; 
tourism is growing in the state and several 
other things; so I will say that they have 
done well. 

Where would you want to see the state, 
perhaps, in the next ten years?

Cross River State has a very large land 
mass so they should exploit that to their 
advantage,  expand agriculture in the 
state, improve on tourism because when I 
came to the Agbokim Water Falls, it was 
not improved upon, even the Carnival 
should be improved upon which is faced 
with criticism because of what is seen 
b eing intro duc e d into it ,  which s ome 
are saying is encouraging immorality in 
the society.
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There’s more of politics today than 
governance in Nigeria - Helen Esuene
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Helen Esuene

Senator Helen Esuene, wife of the first governor of the then South–Eastern State and now Cross River, in this 
interview with MIKE ABANG, spoke on her experience as the First Lady at that time; governance at then and now, 
among other national issues: Excerpts:
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T
he dust raised by the latest 
‘indirect’ coup alarm by Lt. 
General Tukur Buratai, Chief 
of Army Staff (COAS), that 
certain yet-to-be identified 

soldiers and politicians were trying to 
infiltrate the military for the purpose of 
seeking a way to take over power through 
undemocratic means may not settle any 
time soon, as the matter has continued to 
dominate major social discourse.

The COAS had in a statement by 
Brigadier General Sani Usman, director 
of Army Public Relations, informed the 
global audience in general, and the Nige-
rian public in particular that he had re-
ceived information that some individuals 
have been approaching some officers and 
soldiers for undisclosed political reasons, 
and cautioned such persons to desist from 
acts that can politicise the army,  warning 
officers and soldiers interested in politics 
to resign their commission or apply for 
voluntary discharge forthwith.

But as Nigerian political commenta-
tors, analysts and observers feast on the 
subject both on the traditional media, 
social platforms and small gatherings, the 
views expressed by many Nigerians so far 
is that it is either the coup alarm is a cal-
culated chess game to send warning signs 
to the Acting President Yemi Osinbajo or 
an attempt to set the north against the 
south ahead of 2019 presidential election.     

Prior to Burutai’s distress call, infor-
mation had emerged from the Villa that 
since President Muhammadu Buhari left 
again for London for medical attention, 
some politicians were allegedly prevent-
ing the constitutions from taking its full 
course by promoting an ethnic agenda 
against the Acting President, who they 
fear if allowed will perform better than 
his principal and subsequently outshine 
any candidate should he decide to contest 
the 2019 election in the absence of Presi-
dent Buhari.

A highly placed Source, who is familiar 
with the matter and claims to under-
stand the intrigues in the corridors of 
power, also informed BDSUNDAY that 
some power brokers from the northern 
region, afraid of a repeat of the Goodluck 
Jonathan/Umaru Yar’Adua episode in 
2010 are currently making frantic efforts 
to sign an agreement with Osinbajo and 
his southern political backers that he, 
Osinbajo, should only complete Buhari’s 
remaining two years and must not contest 
the presidency in 2019 in the event that 
President Buhari is not able to continue 
in office.

“The Yar’Adua/Jonathan episode is still 
hurting some northern power brokers 
who are now doing everything to prevent 
a repeat. That Jonathan later broke the 
agreement by reneging on his promise not 
to contest the 2011 election is a hard les-
son that they are not in a hurry to forget. I 
can confirm to you that I know talks were 
at the peak the week Buhari left Nigeria 
for London, for Osinbajo to complete the 
tenure as president but on the condition 
that he supports a northerner to succeed 
him come 2019. But I can’t confirm to you 
right now if the southwest political lead-
ers allowed him to sign the deal,” said the 
source, who did not want to be named be-

Burutai

cause of his position in southwest politics.     
It would be recalled that in 2010, when 

the late President Umaru Yar’Adua left 
for medical treatment in Saudi Arabia, 
the President’s kitchen cabinet members, 
allegedly headed by former governor 
of Delta State, James Ibori and Turai 
Yar’Adua, sidelined Goodluck Jonathan, 
who was Acting President at the time, and 
the country consequently was thrown 
into constitutional crisis.

Adeleke Adedipe, operating officer, 
LEKOIL Nigeria Limited, opined in an in-
terview with BDSUNDAY that Jonathan 
signed such agreement in 2010 because 
he was a political orphan, who had no 
political base, unlike Osinbajo who has 
the Southwest backing him.

 “Osinbajo is not a political orphan. 
I hope you still remember how he was 
chosen to be vice presidential candidate? 
Even if Osinbajo wants to sign such an 
agreement, do you think the likes of Bola 
Tinubu would allow him? Mind you, 
many Christians voted APC just because 
of Osinbajo.

“So, Osinbajo has a base and thus, he 
cannot sign such an agreement with 
anybody; because the constitution allows 
him as a Nigerian to contest for the office 
of the President. Osinbajo is not of the 
same stock as Jonathan,” he said. 

On the latest coup talks, Adedipe said: 
“Whoever is planning a coup at a time like 
this, when the world as a global village 
frowns at such an attitude, cannot remain 
in power more than a week if it succeeds 
before they would be pressured to take 
the exit door.” 

According to him, “If anybody plans a 
coup now the whole international com-
munity will ostracise him and he would 
be forced to hand over power back to ci-
vilian government. That is the reality, par-
ticularly with a man like Donald Trump 
being America’s President. It’s not going to 
be easy. Even if Nigerians go on the streets 

telephone, Ted Iseghohi-Edwards, direc-
tor general, Association of Local Govern-
ment of Nigeria (ALGON) and Secretary to 
ALGON Board of Trustees in charge of af-
fairs of local governments in the country, 
said since the Buratai’s alert, Nigerians 
in the US around him had been reacting 
in a manner that revealed their sincere 
concern for leaders to always put the 
interest of the country first above their 
personal interest. 

“I have never seen a country in the 
world, including the one I am in right now 
that is so blessed as Nigeria. The ques-
tion on the lips of most Nigerians here 
right now is that is it really true that out 
of 190 million citizens we cannot really 
come up with one person who is not sick 
to be President? This is not good for us,” 
he laments.

According to him, while not advocat-
ing for the return of the military, both 
politicians and military officers should be 
reminded that it’s the grass who suffers 
when elephants fight. 

“Whether you are a politician or sol-
dier this country will outlive you and we 
will leave it for our children and grand-
children. Let us take care of this country 
and then, the country will take care of 
us. President Buhari’s health challenges 
have, to a great extent, slowed down 
Nigeria’s progress,” he said, noting that 
the Acting President status of Osinbajo 
is just ceremonial which does not allow 
him to hire and fire, as a president would 
have done. 

“As Acting President, any decision 
Osinbajo takes without consulting the 
President would be seen by certain people 
as usurping the President’s authority. But 
what people don’t understand is that with 
age, you are going to have more health is-
sues. President Buhari is a very good and 
a disciplined man. I am very sure that if 
he knew how his absence is holding the 
country down he will consider resigning; 
but the cabal who are profiting from the 
situation will not allow him. 

“But if the President has been told 
repeatedly by his doctors that his health 
can no longer withstand the pressure of 
being a president it will be in the inter-
est of Nigeria and for his own good to 
step down. We need a healthy president 
who can wield presidential rod to correct 
several anormalies in our system,” he said. 

During President Buhari’s first long 
medical trip to the UK where he spent 49 
days before returning in March this year, 
several economists, both local and inter-
national, had opined that Osinbajo who 
led the country in the President’s absence 
did very well which saw improved inves-
tor confidence in the economy.  

Meanwhile, President Buhari’s ab-
sence is also taking its toll on his party, the 
All Progressives Congress (APC), as it has 
failed to hold its long-overdue mid-term 
national convention.

“We want to conduct a convention 
which is constitutional and the leader of 
the party must also be at the convention, 
so at the time we agreed to meet with 
President on the issue, unfortunately 
the president had to travel out. Since the 
approach was first to the president, we all 
agreed to meet with the acting president 
still on the same process to agree on a 
date for the convention,” Simon Lalong, 
governor of Plateau State, told journalists 
penultimate Wednesday.

that they want military government, the 
entire world is no longer tolerant of it. I 
am not asking anybody not to plan a coup, 
but can it succeed more than one week? 
The answer is no.  

“The Chief of Defence Staff is from 
Ekiti; the Chief of Naval Staff is from 
Akwa Ibom; the Chief of Air Staff is from 
middle belt and the Chief of Army Staff 
is from northeast”, he noted, adding that 
the major security apparatus usually in-
volved in military coup are not all headed 
by northerners, as widely speculated. 

Also speaking, Gbenga Taiwo, a Port 
Harcourt-based political analyst told 
BDSUNDAY that the people that plan 
coup are usually in the armed forces, not 
in the police or the Department of State 
Service (DSS) and that if Burutai cannot 
name the soldiers who are allegedly 
involved with politicians for suspicious 
reasons, the alarm maybe false, just to 
‘test the waters’ ahead of ‘something that 
may be cooking’.

“When Major Patrick Chukwuma 
Kaduna Nzeogwu planed the first coup in 
Nigeria in 1966, the police and DSS were 
not part of it. It was just a group of five 
young majors, four of whom were Igbos 
and a Yoruba man. But today, the entire 
world is completely against military in-
tervention in the third world. So, there 
are things Nigerians fight for that do not 
make sense to me,” he said.

Commenting on the hint that Osinbajo 
may have entered an agreement with 
northern political elites to complete the 
Buhari/Osinbajo presidency as President 
and not contest in 2019, since it’s becom-
ing clear that health challenges could 
prevent Buhari from continuing, Taiwo 
opined that there are several reasons why 
Osinbajo cannot sign such agreement 
with any group, like Jonathan did which 
neatly scuttled his ambition. 

Speaking with our correspondent 
from the United States of America via 
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D
uring Governor Nyesom 
Wike’s electioneering cam-
paign the feeling of most of 
the people living in Rivers 
State, especially Port Har-

court, that of hatred against him, but 
now the situation appears different. He 
seems loved by the people. What do you 
think is behind the attitude change? 

Well, there is always apathy when 
there is a change of governance or change 
of government and, Rivers State case as 
of 2014/2015 became worse because the 
baton was moved from our Ikwerre man 
supposedly to another Ikwerre man.

So, in human nature in the polarised 
nature of Rivers State there was that 
kind of apathy and that kind of uncer-
tainty, that was why the person to be as 
a governor then was perceived or seen as 
a wrong person. Even to many of the Ikw-
erre stock where he belongs, they also had 
that kind of skeptism that he would not be 
accepted especially as he was in the same 
train with the former governor. That was 
generally the situation as at then.     

But you are right in what you have 
said, the situation is different and that can 
only be applied to performance because 
of the human nature in politics. What 
politics entails is all about provision of 
goods and services, taking every person to 
that platform and providing the service to 
the people, at least, to a reasonable extent. 
So, if Governor Wike has done that, it is 
the reason for the change of perception.

I was in a gathering one day, a highly 
placed person told me that another highly 
placed individual who I know told him 
that ‘I never liked this person (Governor 
Wike)’ and he happened to be a kinsman 
of the governor but the man said that  
from what he (the governor) is doing now 
‘I am in love with him, I will support him.’ 
That is what every person is looking for.

In a change of baton there should be 
uncertainty like the way it was changed 
in Rivers State, there is bound to be that 
kind of hatred, that kind of uproar and 
that kind of heated situation that was 
witnessed. But I think Wike has tried to 
disprove every skeptic, everybody even to 
his arch enemies, I think they can go home 
now and say this person has performed.

The only thing I think is now happen-
ing is that those who do not approve Wike 
are personal enemies and not political en-
emies. Just as we say in Ikwerre parlance 
that you cannot settle a personal enemy. 
There is nothing you can do to please a 
person that is in enmity with you; there 
is nothing you can do to appease him; that 
is the situation in Rivers State. 

It appears that there is an outpouring 
of commendation for the Wike admin-
istration? 

In fact, not only the Riversman com-
mends him, I think if politics is like this, 
if governance is like this, this is the type 
of person that should be in governance 
in every state of the federation. If it is like 
that they will have less acrimony, because 

‘Wike is the type of governor 
every state in Nigeria needs’

Mike Elechi

the provision of goods and services is 
what Nigerians want; you and I are not 
looking for somebody to give us money, 
we are looking for basic necessities. 
Assuming somebody like him is in the 
Federal Government, what are we looking 
for? Then it means that things will go well, 
you tackle things and tackle them again 
the way they should be; that is what we 
are talking about in governance. So, that 
kind of person is supposed to be in every 
state of the federation; then Nigeria will 
be thinking of moving forward. 

Can that really move this country 
forward? 

Because you and I know that since 
1999 to this point, Lagos State has been 
doing well and moving forward because 
of people who have been sitting on that 
seat, so if every past governor in Rivers 
State had done what Wike is doing now 
we would have overtaken Lagos. So why 
Lagos has been inching and inching every 
time, if other states had done like that 
we would talk less about development 
in Nigeria. So, it is not only Rivers man, 
is every Nigerian. We are yearning for 
development, we are yearning for provi-
sion of goods and services, the wealth is 
there, and the country is rich, yet we are 
living in squalor. And is because of our 
leaders; we didn’t say they should not 
take money, but they should the greater 
part of the money to provide goods and 
services so that entrepreneurs can move 
ahead; that is what we are saying. 

Don’t you think it is because of the 
serious opposition he has that spurs him 

to action; doing more for the people? 
I think, I will agree with you that it 

could be what is spurring him, because 
when you check up and check down, 
the only thing he has is to please Rivers 
people. So I could believe because he has 
that opposition, but there are others who 
have opposition, still they do not want to 
work. It is even when they have the op-
position that they will take the money to 
fight their enemies without doing what 
they are supposed to do. No matter what 
Wike is fighting, he is still doing what he is 
doing. He will come down from the court 
case and will go for project inspection. 

You left office and went into private 
business and when Wike came you fol-
lowed him; what did you see in him or 
what inspired you? 

I did not leave office as a politician, I 
left office as a permanent secretary, and 
I left voluntarily, to chart a way for life. 
It was becoming a routine to dress up and 
go to work every day and people looked 
at you as big man but eventually when 
you check your pocket you know actually 
that you have done nothing and I had this 
spirit of entrepreneurship that was why I 
left office voluntarily.

As I am doing the farm now, at my 
level and in politics you cannot say you 
are neutral especially when you have 
grown to a certain level in your life and 
people know you have some cash you can 
dispense with and give to some people, 
you can do one thing or the other, you 
can call and people will come and listen to 
you. So, once you say you are neutral, the 

other people will say you are in the other 
place, so when they win election they 
can say you are not with them, all is in a 
bid   to ground you. So, I must be alive to 
what happens around me, that was why 
I tried to see if Governor Wike can win 
the election and so that collectively we 
develop this place. What I am doing here 
is part of the development of this state so 
if I allow somebody to come and kill it, 
this generality of people who earn sala-
ries here will not earn salary again and 
some of them will even go and carry gun. 
There is no neutrality in politics.  Look at 
Dangote, any government that comes; he 
helps them in one way or the other, he is 
protecting his business; you must protect 
your business that is the word in politics. 

Finally can you describe the man 
Governor Wike in your own way? 

I think, it is not a matter of praising 
somebody any way, I see him as a young 
man with energy and zeal with missions. 
Why do I say so, it is because he has a 
mind of his own, he has a thinking of his 
own. In management you can describe 
him as a micro manager; a micro manage-
ment is one who does everything.

Two, the reason is that he wants 
perfection, that is why I describe him 
as a micro manager but with a good vi-
sion because he wants perfection, that 
contract he has given to you he wants it 
to perfection so he will not rely on one 
commissioner of works or one director of 
works; he will go there by himself repeat-
edly to make sure that it is done.

Mike Elechi, MD/CEO of Vintage Group of Companies, in this interview with SABY ELEMBA said that the Governor 
of Rivers State, Nyesom Wike, has through his massive development in the state proved his critics wrong. Accord-
ing to Elechi, Wike is just the type of leader every state in Nigeria should have. Excerpts:



May we know your journey 
into politics?

 

I 
did my national youth ser-
vice in 1998/1999 in Osun 
State Osogbo Ogun Station. 
Thereafter, I decided to go 
back to school to do my 

masters in between. Barely six 
months into the programe, I got 
a job with the bank. I had always 
desired to work in the bank and 
so it wasn’t surprising that while 
I was serving, I was throwing 
my CV at banks. I started with 
All States Trust Bank (now de-
funct) in Port Harcourt, one of the 
branches – Refinery branch, Ale-
sia Eleme. We were the pioneer-
ing staff at the time. In 2001 when 
they opened Owerri branch of 
the same bank, I was also one of 
those who were asked to come 
to also set up the branch. Barely 
three months after I came home 
to All States Trust Bank. I left the 
bank for Oceanic Bank that was 
in February 2002. 

I was with them till 2005 
May, when I joined Zenith Bank 
as a senior banking officer. By 
2007, I was a full manager in 
Zenith Bank and then by 2010 
I became a senior manager, the 
position I held until Governor 
Rochas Okorocha who just won 
election in 2011 beckoned on me 
and appointed me the Commis-
sioner for Finance on June 22, 
2011. The position I held till I was 
persuaded to run election in 2015. 
So I merely resigned in May 2014 
because election was to be held 
on February. You are supposed to 
resign any political appointment 
60 days or so before election. So, I 
resigned and then ran the election 
and worn. 

It is instructive to also note 
that while I was the commis-
sioner the Governor dissolved 
his cabinet three record times 
and returned me three times to 
the same position. I was the only 
person who had that privilege of 
coming back to the cabinet into 
that same ministry as commis-
sioner for finance till I resigned to 
contest for an election and won.

 
What was your motivation 

for seeking elective office?
 I think what I learnt from my 

governor at a time was the major 
reason to hold a political office 
either elective or appointive is 
to develop your immediate con-
stituency. So the first, assignment 
immediately you find yourself in 
a political office is to define your 
constituency. The constituency 
and begin to look for the oppor-
tunities to impact lives or bring 
development to that constituency 
because that’s the major reason 

you are holding that office. I un-
derstood that clearly that is why 
today, it sounds modest to say I am 
a household name in Obowo. That’s 
where I come from.

 
Before your appointment and 

subsequent election as a represen-
tative of your people, what was 
your perception of politics?

 I have to say that prior to that 
appointment, I had nothing to do 
with politics. I have never planned 
to be in it in my life. I had never 
registered to vote as I didn’t quite 
like or trust the process. When we 
were at the formative stage of this 
current democracy in 1999, was 
when I was serving at Osun State. 
Elections held while I was serving, 
and the process which included reg-
istration process while I was there 
wasn’t attractive to me. I didn’t 
fancy the idea because I knew that 
my stay in that state would be short 
lived. I mean it was a national youth 
service so; I didn’t participate in the 
processes which started in 1998. I 
didn’t even register.

So, coming back to my former 
base in Port Harcourt before the 
election in 2003, the process was 
on just like it happened in 1999, I 
knew I was not from Rivers State; 
so, I didn’t get involved. I had never 
been a part of any electoral process.

I never attended a party meet-
ing, hardly got interests in elec-
tion and people were jumping out 
thinking that one has become a bit 

influential that one should be able 
to decide on who gets what. I didn’t 
like the idea.

Let me say this, when the Gov-
ernor Okorocha won election in 
2011, working in a bank here and 
becoming a manager and manag-
ing branch and branches at a time, 
you cannot run a branch of a bank 
successfully in a market like Owerri 
without having some of the support 
of the government. So, my niche at 
the time was the public sector. 

You wouldn’t do well as a man-
ager of a branch of a bank if you are 
not patronised by the government. 
For this reason, I got as close as pos-
sible to the government between 
2002 when I came back to Owerri 
until my appointment. I got reason-
ably close to the government. Be-
tween 2004 and 2007 it was Achike 
Udenwa’s government, in 2007 
Ikedi Ohakim took over.  There 
was this thing about you having to 
run rings around the government 
and government officials so you 
can get business. So, I did so well in 
that from 2005 to 2011 when I left.

I was always winning awards 
for either the best performing staff 
or branch because I was doing very 
well in the public sector and still 
didn’t fancy having anything to do 
with partisan politics, like it was 
as bad as never voted, never have 
even registered to vote. I thank 
God there was no time they made 
it compulsory. There was no time, 
I mean that’s the only thing that 

would have compelled me to go 
out to register to vote. Otherwise, 
I didn’t like the idea of going to file 
and register under a hot sun.

 
But having not participated in 

politics before, how did you just 
have access to Okorocha and was 
immediately appointed a commis-
sioner? 

In 2011 when Rochas  won elec-
tion, I looked at it that if I don’t go 
after this man I was going to be out 
of government business for four 
years; so I started going after him 
and then, I realised that his son-in-
law, Uche Nwosu, was in the same 
university with me. I got that bit of 
information, called him and then he 
took me to him. And so, I was going 
to position myself and my bank for 
banking business that was the idea. 
I met him and he asked me a couple 
of questions because somebody 
who was going to be sworn in as 
the governor needed to know one 
or two things about the treasury, 
how the government treasury was 
managed. Surprisingly he didn’t 
know I had some facts until we 
met, I started telling him. I couldn’t 
just ask him for business or the 
business he would give me if… he 
would give me after the swearing 
in. I was more like schooling him on 
what I knew from where I served 
as a commercial banker who was 
managing government business. 
So, I was more like not only to 
sustain the business of the govern-
ment that I had but also to see the 
possibility and chances to get the 
core business, the main accounts 
of the government that were not 
domiciled with my bank, Zenith 
Bank. That was with other banks, 
and then it was disclosed to me; 
favourably disclosed to me.

I didn’t know why he was asking 
me a couple of questions. It got to a 
point he now asked me what I stud-
ied. I told him I have a Masters and 
professional qualifications in my 
field of study; needless to say that I 
had become a little bit of authority 
in financial management, finan-
cial engineering and particularly 
treasury management. So, most of 
the questions he asked, I knew. He 
was more or less interviewing me. 
Before his inauguration, he invited 
me and said I should set up a meet-
ing between him and the MD of 
Zenith Bank, who is now the CBN 
governor. 

So, I set up that meeting in Abuja 
and then the MD heard the whole 
idea and said it was okay. The meet-
ing lasted less than 3 minutes. I had 
already briefed the MD and told 
him how far I had gone and what 
the business opportunities were. 
Incidentally, when the governor 
stepped into the meeting venue, 
he just told the MD ‘I am here to 

ask you to release this young man 
for me; I want to make him the com-
missioner for finance’. So, it was a 
shocker to me and to the MD and also 
to the few people who came with the 
governor and the MD was like, take 
him; and a couple of days later he was 
inaugurated and two weeks later, he 
announced his first executive council 
and I was in the list.

That marked the beginning of 
my political life. Then coming into 
government with the man I hardly 
knew I felt that the basic thing to do 
was to win his confidence and trust. 
You know just like you own a business 
and hiring an accountant. That’s the 
way I looked at it and him becom-
ing the governor and appointing me 
the commissioner for finance. So, I 
looked at that and I felt the need to 
not only serve the state but also look 
at the man who hardly knew me to 
repose that much confidence in me, 
I felt there was the need to work up 
to him as much as possible to earn his 
confidence and trust, and just to be 
modest, I think I did earn that. 

 
What do you think was respon-

sible for your success at the election?
 I tell you, what accounted for this 

was the fact that as the commissioner 
I didn’t build boundaries. I didn’t look 
at the political party when I was 
procuring transformers and giving to 
communities and giving them money 
to install them and in some communi-
ties in Obowo where I come from who 
didn’t have light, I have to undertake 
and give them electricity. I can men-
tion some: Umuosochie, Okwuohia, 
Ehume, Umuoke and Umulogho.

So, it was massive infrastructural 
investment which one have to do over 
the period as the commissioner and 
build schools, I will tell you that the 
largest ward in Obowo Amuzu ward 
had two of their schools taken over 
by the mission and the community 
locked up those schools and they are 
still locked till today. So at a time they 
didn’t have any secondary school. So 
they came, the three traditional rulers 
of the communities that make up the 
ward, and I started building a brand 
new secondary school for them and 
completed it in less than two years and 
handed it over to the communities. 
Today, it is the only school they have 
in the whole of that ward. 

T h e n  i n  A m a i ny i - n t a  a n d 
Amainyi-ukwu the same, I built six 
classroom blocks and donated to the 
communities. So, these are the things 
one was able to do, and these things 
spoke volume at the polls. 

And I will tell you clearly that some 
laudable personalities who are not of 
my party APC said if Chike does not 
win this election, then we wouldn’t 
have reasons to tell our people that 
if you hold political office, that you 
should use it for the benefit of your 
people. 

If you want to succeed in politics 
don’t build boundaries – Rep
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Chike John Okafor, a former commissioner for Finance, Imo State and currently a House of Representatives Committee chairman on Health Matters, represents 
Ehime Mbano/Ihitte Uboma/Obowo constituency, Imo State. In this interview with BDSUNDAY, the lawmaker spoke on his private/public experience, his 
journey into politics, essence of public service, among other issues. Excerpts:
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INSIDE Aso Rock

With ELIZABETH ARCHIBONG

Osinbajo seems to have 
taken the war to change the 
business environment in Ni-
geria personally. He has also 
given personal attention to 
Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises (MSMEs), vis-a-
vis the MSME clinics, taking 
out time to go round the 
different states where the 
clinic goes a difference from 
the aloofness we have seen. 
Let me leave this here before 
I am seen to be blowing 
Osinbajo’s trumpet.

So Chukwuma died and 
it got me thinking the whole 
week of what life is really 
about. For the journalists, it is 
waking up (or barely sleeping), 
prepping your mind both re-
ligiously and psychologically 
for your day and rushing out 
for the next assignment. The 
race with everyone apart 
from journalists just never 
stops. Ours is a hectic one that 
can keep you at one spot for 
almost a whole day and some-
times not in the best of condi-
tions. Whatever the case, I 
have learnt to make time and 
get checked properly and not 
procrastinate.

It also got me thinking 
about the main reason for 
life. Mr. Onuekwusi’s death is 
trending on social media and 
has been reported to be one of 
the trending issues on Google. 
Chuks, as he was fondly

called by colleagues 
reached far in his life and 
made an impact in death. For 
the first time, at least since 
I started covering the State 
House (8years ago) that the 
Federal Executive Council 
(FEC) will

observe a minute silence 
for anyone that is not a cabi-
net member or the relative 
of one. I can vaguely remem-
ber that it happened when 
the country experienced 
one of those mishaps, I think 
air crash or Boko Haram 
victims. Chuks got all that.

You see, Chukwuma re-
ported from that beat for 10 
years and was a star in his 
own right, a thorough jour-
nalist. If you ever watched 
Channels

television news, you 
could not have missed his 
voice, Chukwuma Onue-
kwusi, Channels television. 
We sat closely for all my 
eight years, explaining why 
his death affected me so 
much. I have come to accept 
that he is gone but learnt to 
give my all to life. No hold-
ing back, choose your path, 
follow through and live life 
well. Adiue my brother, 
friend, and colleague.

market was on why their 
prices were still high. Their 
complaints?

The high cost of renting 
shops and the cost of the 
foodstuff from those they 
buy from.

His response? We will 
meet the management of 
the market and talk with 
them. Then, he asked them 
to return to farming so that 
they can produce more. 
The logic is, if we produce 
more there will be more to 
buy at a cheaper rate. “The 
more we farm the cost of 
products will come down,” 
he told them.

The Acting President 
never ceases to amaze me 
and no it is about what he 
said but what he did by go-
ing to the market in the first 
place. Are they, (the Buhari- 
led administration) or is he 
trying to please Nigerians 
or what? Leave me out of 
it. This administration will 
be two years tomorrow and 
this is one of those times 
when the ordinary man suf-
fering on the street, the one 
who feels the real pinch of 
the recession, gets to see the 
human side of government.

Did you hear that Presi-
dential media aide Garba 
Shehu, last week say that 
if President Muhammadu 
Buhari chooses to contest 
he will win overwhelm-
ingly? How so? That the 
administration has given 
Nigerians enough theatrics 
with the war against cor-
ruption, failed to success-
fully prosecute a lot of the 
cases and recovered monies 
that are yet to be ploughed 
back into the system or 
what? Ok maybe according 
to Presidential Spokesman, 
Femi Adesina, it is just too 
early to judge.

It is not enough to sit in 
Aso Rock and talk about 
crashing food prices. What-
ever strategy the task force 
talked about has clearly 
not worked as nothing has 
changed since the discuss in 
February this year.

Before I deviate, you have 
to love an Osinbajo that 
visits the mechanic in their 
own spots, or receive school 
children in his office or finds 
time have that close relation-
ship or interaction with the 
everyday Nigerian. I mean 
what is there not to love?

You see, Nigerians have 
grown to abhor the mere 
mention of the word Change, 
the mantra that brought the 
Buhari-led administration to 
power, so pardon me when I 
totally agree with Osinbajo’s 
strategy of getting Nigeri-
ans back on their side, even 
though it may only be in my 
head. For me, his move was 
considered a fence-mending 
venture.

The story of most Nigeri-
ans, especially the ordinary 
man on the street, in the 
last two years is one hunger 
and anger but this year I am 
getting a feeling of some 
seriousness to turn things 
around.

Aso Rock mending relationships 
with Nigerians two years after

L
ast week was one of 
a kind for me. Some 
exciting things hap-
pened but the at-

mosphere for me was still 
gloomy.

I cried all week follow-
ing the loss of my colleague, 
Chukwuma Onuekwusi 
with whom I have reported 
with at the State House for 
eight years. I will tell you a 
little about it later.

One of the most exciting 
things that happened last 
week was Acting President 
Yemi Osinbajo appearing at 
the Garki market. Yes, the 
Acting President showed up 
unannounced at the market 
to see for himself what the 
Nigerian people are going 
through. According to the 
Presidency, he wanted to 
feel the pulse of Nigerians 
for himself.

It has been two years of 
bitter, sweet relationships 
between the government 
and Nigerians. So last min-
ute, I decided to change the 
direction of my piece after 
Osinbajo decided to stop at 
the market.

Nigerians have contin-
ued to complain about the 
high cost of food produce in 
the country. The cry about 
town has been that despite 
the good news that inflation 
has been dropping for some 
months now food prices are 
refusing to go down. The 
ordinary man on the street 
actually doesn’t understand 
the logic, it beats me too.

Recall that some months 
ago the government set up 
a task force to force down 
food prices and to review 
the major causes of the hike 
so that it can be handled. The 
committee had listed some 
issues that were militating 
against food prices, chief 
amongst them was the high 
cost of transporting food 
produce.

The Minister of Agri-
cultural Resources, Audu 
Ogbeh, who headed the 
task force said the commit-
tee realised that the hike in 
price cost was “not due to 
shortage but the high cost 
of transportation”. Not just 
transporting the produce 
from the farms or from one 
states to the other but what 
they face on the road.

According to him the 
mode of transporting food 
items across the country, 
with heavy trucks and the 
increase in the price of diesel 
were noted as factors that led 
to the increase in food prices.

Extortion from police and 
other touts on the roads do 
not make things easy, either.

Back to our main discuss, 
when I heard Osinbajo was 
stopping over at the mar-
ket, first I was shocked. The 
clouds were gathering al-
ready, it was about to rain. 
This Acting President still 
insisted. Thankfully the 
rains held up just till he was 
done before pouring out.

So the crux of the interac-
tion with the excited wom-
en and men at the Garki 

T
h e  M u h a m -
madu Buhari 
a d m i n i s t r a -
tion, two years 
after inaugura-

tion, has been described 
as a “work in progress.”

On a monitored in-
terview on a television 
channel, Akin Oyebode, 
a professor of Interna-
tional Law and Jurispru-
dence, explained that 
although the adminis-
tration has done fairly 
well in the fight against 
corruption and a few 
other areas, there was 
still much ground to be 
covered.

He also commended 
the Muhammadu Bu-
hari administration on 
its efforts at degrading 
the Islamist sect, Boko 
Haram, whose activi-
ties had wreaked serious 
havoc in the country 
before the coming of the 
All Progressives Congress 
(APC) government.

“Some of the footages 
acknowledged the prow-
ess of President Buhari 
in containing the Boko 
Haram. He has really 
reduced the frequency 
of the suicide bombing 
and sporadic attacks; 
that definitely is a good 
point scored by the ad-
ministration. But when 
you are talking about 
fight against corruption, 
I think we have experi-
enced more of the atmo-
spheric of corruption, 
because you cannot take 
on corruption head on 
without tampering with 
the legal systems that 
we inherited from the 
British- things like pre-
sumption of innocence- I 
will not be a judge in your 
cause. We might need to 
overhaul our legal sys-
tem and prerequisite of 
trial- borrowing a leaf 
from France. So that in-
stead of saying accused 
persons are presumed 
innocent, maybe we start 
thinking of their being 
guilty and the onus of 
innocence will be thrust 
on them,” he said.

On the economy, the 
erudite scholar said: “As 
far as the economy is con-
cerned, there are rumours 
to the effect that we are 

moving out of recession. 
There are many doubt-
ing Thomases in Nigeria; 
they don’t believe because 
their pay package is not 
enough: they don’t see the 
turn-around that govern-
ment promised in terms of 
job creation, exchange rate 
of the naira, refurbishing 
of the infrastructure and 
some other things that Ni-
gerians yearn for- power 
riddle of Nigeria. I would 
imagine that 50 percent 
of the problems of Nigeria 
would have been solved. 
The power situation is 
neither here nor there. So, 
we can say it is still a work 
in progress at the Buhari 
administration.”

On the level of confi-
dence and intelligence 
demonstrated by the ad-
ministration in the last 
two years in the business 
of governance, Oyebode, 
said: “First, I think one 
has to be sympathetic 
with President Muham-
madu Buhari because of 

Buhari administration 
is still work in 
progress - Oyebade

his health situation, but 
he still has that persona, 
of integrity, honesty and 
diligence and he is lucky 
to have somebody like 
Yemi Osinbajo as the 
vice president who has 
the wherewithal as to 
handle the problems. A 
thorough-bred techno-
crat highly cerebral and 
who can do a lot to as to 
sustain the momentum. 
The survival of the re-
gime depends very much 
on the panache that Yemi 
Osinbajo and his team 
will bring to bear.”

The Professor urged 
government to tackle 
power challenge in the 
country before the next 
round of elections billed 
for 2019.

“The focus must be on 
power and road infra-
structure. The railway 
system is a very impor-
tant project. I think the 
APC government has its 
job well cut out for it,” 
he said.

President Buhari



I’ll miss Nigerian pounded yam and 
egusi soup – Ugandan AUN graduate

ously embolden the qualities of leader-
ship, service and service wherever I go”.

On his perception of the country 
called Nigeria, Conrad said: “I love Nige-
ria. It’s the first time I have been away 
from home for a certain period of time. 
It has been an amazing experience. I 
have made so many friends and I look 
forward to coming back.”

It was not all rosy for him however, 
as he faced some challenges from time 
to time while in Yola, particularly in 
the first year of his studies in Adamawa 
State.

The first challenge, according to him 
“was the cultural differences” he met 
as soon as he set his feet on campus. 
“My friends are from so many ethnic 
backgrounds; I am from Uganda- East 
Africa- and here is West Africa. I have 
had to eat a new variety of food; I have 
come to love eating pounded yam and 
vegetable soup. Initially, of course, 
it was a challenge because I had not 
seen those kinds of food before; now 
four years down the line, I have loved 
pounded yam and vegetable soup and 
I am honestly wondering who is going 
to cook it for me in Uganda,” he said.

Reminded that ordinarily, his father 
had the right connections and good 
financial stand to send him to have 
sent him to any university in Europe 
or America, wondering why did chose 
Nigeria, the fresh AUN alumnus said: 
“I cannot speak for my Dad on this, but 
I like to believe that he saw the future, 
the values in AUN. He saw that yes, 
there is Europe, there’s United States, 

CHUKS OLUIGBO

C
onrad Bukenya Mulindwa, 
a Bachelor of Science gradu-
ate in Information Systems 
of the American University 
of Nigeria (AUN), hails from 

Uganda. He is the son of a former vice 

president of the country, Gilbert Buke-
nya.

Sharing his experience with BDSUN-
DAY on his graduation day, he said: “I 
am from Uganda. I joined AUN in the 
Spring of 2014 straight from secondary 
school. When I got to AUN, I had never 

really been out of the house; I was al-
ways been in school and back at home. 
But when I came to Yola, I was exposed 
to community service; we go out into 
the community and meet people from 
all walks of life. We met the street chil-
dren, the orphans, the needy, the poor 
and all sorts of people, and honestly, I 
was humbled. That’s where I drew my 
inspiration.”

According to him, “Interacting with 
students and faculty from different 
cultural backgrounds has been truly 
enlightening. As a Ugandan, I have 
fallen in love with AUN, and even 
more so, with the people of Nigeria. 
Participating in international confer-
ences such as the Model United Nations 
conference in New York, work study in 
the Writing Centre, leadership in the 
Student Government, community ser-
vice, the Honour Society, and the lively 
student activities have defined the best 
campus experience for me. As I leave 
AUN, I carry forward the principles of 
leadership, integrity and service, and 
with these, I hope to make the world a 
better place.”

Asked if there is any relationship 
between his father being a former vice 
president of Uganda, and the leadership 
qualities he exhibited while in AUN; 
again, if his good academic performance 
was more of nature than nurture or vice 
versa, given the fact his father is a medi-
cal doctor, Conrad said: “No and yes”.

“It is nature because he is my father 
and nurture because there are many 
fathers whose children do not always 
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As I leave AUN, I carry 
forward the principles of 
leadership, integrity and 
service, and with these, I 
hope to make the world a 
better place

meet their expectations. So, it’s a yes 
and no answer because, as his son, he 
has nurtured me right from day one 
to make me the man I am today. I am 
proud of him and of my mother too,” 
he explained.

The young man, a highly elated fresh 
graduate, told BDSUNDAY that he had 
an amazing feeling being in the num-
ber of those celebrating their good and 
worthy sojourn at AUN.

“It’s amazing,” he said, adding that “It 
is the greatest feeling I ever had. I am 
proud to be a student, a graduate and 
alumnus of the university. And I hope 
from this day onward, I will continue to 
represent the university and continu-

and that there is also Yola. He under-
stood that going to America or London 
does not equate to having a fully grown 
man as son. Having a son that has gone 
through school, and has learnt and that 
anybody would like to associate with, 
and I think he saw that in Yola. I am 
very grateful to him.”

As a show of his efforts while at 
AUN, The young Bukenya won the 
following awards- (to the admiration 
of his father who was physically pres-
ent to savor the great moment)- the 
AIICO Pension Award for Academic 
Excellence; Heritage Bank Award for 
Leadership and President Award for 
Leadership.



‘My success is a combination 
of consistency and hard work’

Reaping fruits of harmony, unity as Kwara marks golden jubilee 
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Simeon Afolabi and family

C
omfort Afolabi, a Bachelor of 
Science graduate in Finance, 
who went home with three 
awards to the admiration of her 

parents who were physically present 
at the commencement ceremony, was 
all smiles.

“I am really excited because I have 
the opportunity to thank my parents 
for all they have done- all the resources 
they deployed to bring me to AUN. I 

The State of Harmony, originally known 
as West Central State and later changed 
to Kwara State, a local name for Niger 

River is one of the 12 states that succeeded the 
regional structure of the country, was created 
in May 27, 1967.

Kwara State is blessed with vast and fertile 
land mass, numerous minerals resources, 
outstripping crude oil in extent and values, 
and hugely involved in agriculture and crops, 
is thriving in big businesses through influx of 
investors in the state.

Kwara State which is presently made up 
of 16 Local Government Areas, is highly rich 
in cultures with attractive destinations for 
tourism and often referred to as a miniature 
Nigeria because of its uniqueness as melting 
pot of cultures.

Isiaka Gold, the Secretary to the State Gov-
ernment (SSG), while speaking on the state af-
fairs, said in the past 50 years, Kwara State has 
come of age, encountered various difficulties 
and recorded marvelous achievements, noted 
that the golden jubilee of the state deserves a 
significant mark, but however celebrated in 
low-keyed because of constraint.

On the anniversary theme, Gold revealed 
that it reflects “how far we have come as a 
people and our determination to define a solid, 
prosperous and sustainable future for current 
and future generations of Kwarans.”

“Despite the fact that we are diverse in 
terms of tribes, religions, we are more united 
than any other states in this country. If in the 
last 50 years, we want to go back, we will say 
in this area, we have achieved. Also, in 1967, 
before the creation of the state, we knew how 

am just really happy to show them my 
gratitude with the awards I collected. 
It also shows that with hard work one 
can excel. I am really glad that I am able 
to share the good moment with my 
parents,” Ms. Afolabi told BDSUNDAY.

Speaking on some of the challenges 
she encountered while at the AUN and 
how she surmounted them all, she said: 
“Well, it’s really challenging, I won’t lie 
because along the way you may be ask-

the state looked like but today, we can boast of 
many Universities including federal, state and 
private. We have Colleges of Education and 
Polytechnics”, said Gold.

On whether the state has met the yearnings 
of the founding fathers, the chairman asserted 
that Kwara remained one of the most united 
states in the country, which was a major at-
tribute is bequeathed by forefathers.

“Our founding fathers wanted united peo-
ple, a peaceful environment. Today in Kwara, 
if you are talking about anything, we are more 
united than any state in the country. If you are 
talking about women or people in other places, 
people migrate to Kwara than any other state 
either in the South or in the North.

In terms of security, Kwara State is more 
peaceful than any other states. So, I think we 

ing does it worth all the stress? But one 
has to be consistent. You know after 
your second year, you may be tempted 
to relax, to take things easy, but you 
know that the work load is increasing, 
so you just have to be going on and on, 
doing all the best you can. Consistency 
is the word and hard work is the key. 
Since you have a goal you must focus on 
that goal. For me to be graduating after 
four years I have been here, it means 

have been able to meet the yearnings of the 
founding fathers”, he explained.

 As part of measures to mark the 50th 
anniversary of creation of the state, the State 
Governor, Abdulfatah Ahmed kicked off with 
unveiling of the logo and theme, “Celebrating 
Harmony, Shaping the Future”, an all-inclusive 
theme devised for the golden jubilee celebra-
tion. 

Besides, the State Government launched 
free eye glasses tagged ‘Jigi Maigida’ across 
three Senatorial Districts, and inaugurated 
series of completed projects, including Light 
up Kwara (LUK) project, and present Lay man’s 
Law of the state in four Local Languages.

The State Governor, Abdulfatah Ahmed 
inaugurated a N1 billion College of Engineering 
Building at Kwara State University (KWASU), 
Malete as part of activities to mark the state’s 
Golden Jubilee Anniversary.

Commissioning the edifice, Gov Ahmed said 
“it became imperative in view of government’s 
decision to prioritise functional education and 
the resolve to make Kwara state one of the 
country’s most economically developed and 
industrialised states.

“The human capital requirement for 
economic growth and diversification of our 
economy can only be achieved through skills 
training based on the needs of our economy.”

The governor noted that no economy can 
develop and prosper without relevant skills, 
vibrant informal sector and industrialization 
which require thriving entrepreneurship as 
well as skilled engineers and scientists.

Also, the Governor Ahmed called on the 
Federal Government to create an enabling 
environment for prospective investors in 
energy sector of the economy with a view to 
supporting local industries, saying, the inability 

that my commitment and all the hard 
work have paid off.”

She won three awards- Award for 
Academic Distinction- best graduating 
student in Finance; Award for Academ-
ic Excellence- best graduating student 
in School of Business & Entrepreneur, 
and Leadway Assurance Award for 
Academic Excellence. 

Her father speaks
Simeon Afolabi, father of Comfort, 

who spoke with BDSUNDAY on behalf 
of the family, said: “I am elated. I don’t 
have enough words to capture the 
depth of my happiness.”

On why he choose to send Comfort 
to AUN and not any other univer-
sity in the country or abroad, the Port 
Harcourt-based cleric, said: “We were 
looking for a place where (you know 
when a student is enrolled) you can 
plan and know when such a student 
will graduate. The problem we have 
with our public universities is that you 
know the date of entry but you have 
no idea of graduating date. So, we didn’t 
mind the distance and the cost because 
we know she’s going to get quality edu-
cation. That’s out motivation.”

Speaking on what AUN represents 
to education in Nigeria, he said: “I 
think AUN represents possibility, 
that this can be done anywhere; that 
if the country Nigeria gets its acts 
together it can be a leading nation in 
the world. I told my daughter when I 
saw the number of foreign students in 
AUN; this is how our public universi-
ties used to be in those days. Students 
from Cameroon, from Ghana, South 
Africa used to come to Nigerian uni-
versities. That’s no longer the case. 
But I think that what is happening 
is a kind of revival of what we used 
to have in the education sector. It is 
a pointer to the revival of education 
excellence in the country.”

SIKIRAT SHEHU, ILORIN
of the central government to maintain its infra-
structure in the states is posing big challenges 
to the state government.

The governor who spoke at the lecture 
series of the State Golden Jubilee anniver-
sary, identified energy as a key factor for 
industrialisation said the government would 
provide cluster solar powered system in the 
rural communities to stimulate economy at 
the grassroots.

“Though, the 50-year journey might be 
tough, appreciable developments, especially 
in infrastructural development have been re-
corded by various administrations. In 50 years, 
we’ve had 19 governors with an average of two 
and a half years tenure. This in itself constitutes 
an impediment to sustainable development.”

Assuring Kwarans of effective and im-
pactful education programs to dupport the 
needed human capital need of the state, he 
commended the state civil servants for their 
dedication and resilience in ensuring stability 
in governance, the governor said “this celebra-
tion provides opportunities to re-appraise our 
milestones with a view to collectively and 
inclusively moving to the next decades with 
renewed vigour and commitment.”

In his lecture, the Country Director, United 
Nations Development Programme in South Su-
dan, Professor Kamil Kamaldeen called for stra-
tegic decisions in sustaining and improving the 
current pace of development in Kwara State.

Kamaldeen challenged all stakeholders to 
position the state in taking decision on resource 
control, true federalism and fiscal federalism. 
Kamaldeen who spoke on the topic: “Gover-
nance and Development in Kwara State: Past, 
present and future,” identified unity and peace 
as key ingredients working for the develop-
ment of the state.
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Olajumoke, Ajegunle and the ‘spirit of Lagos’

Lagos State Governor, Mr. 
Akinwunmi Ambode once 
affirmed the metropolitan 

nature as well as the multi-ethnic 
and multi cultural composition of 
Lagos when he said: “Let me assure 
Lagosians that the state is home to 
every tribe and ethnic group. We 
are all brothers in Lagos and it shall 
continue to be like that”.  

Ambode’s position is, of course, 
a true reflection of the nature 
of Lagos. Lagos is home to all. 
Subsequent administrations in the 
State, especially since the dawn 
of current political dispensation, 
have gone to limitless length to 
preserve the multi-ethnic status of 
Lagos. Without doubt, Lagos has 
continued to show the way forward 
in its commitment to an indivisible 
Nigeria where no one is denied 
opportunities for self actualization 
on mundane considerations.

Traditionally, the hospitable 
disposition of  Lagosians is 
legendary. It is a global legend 
that Lagosians are hospitable 
people who go the extra mile to 
accommodate visitors.   In Nigeria, 
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Lagos remains a major melting 
point where all Nigerians could feel 
at home, irrespective of ethnic and 
religious differences. There is no 
other State that has opened its doors 
to accommodate Nigerians of various 
shades as Lagos does. Everyone 
who resides in Lagos is traditionally 
referred to as a Lagosian.

In Nigeria, Lagos remains a 
bastion of hope for thousands of 
people, especially youths, who aspire 
to fulfill their dreams in life. Lagos is 
a place where a ‘nobody’ could rise 
to become a noticeable figure in the 
society. Many have arrived the City-
State without a clear-cut picture of 
what the future holds. But somehow, 
they eventually become a reference 
point in their chosen career.

Many have linked this trend to the 
‘Spirit of Lagos’ which is a metaphor 
for the never say die instinct of a 
typical Lagosian who is rugged, 
determined and relentless. Even 
in the face of adversity, he stands 
strong and refuses to give in to defeat 
or failure. The ‘Spirit of Lagos’ is the 
heart of Lagos and it is infectious. In 
Lagos, everyone is a hustler. Don’t 
‘dull’ yourself, a euphemism for ‘the 
necessity for smartness’, is a popular 
cliché in Lagos. So, everyone that 
gets to Lagos naturally inhales the 
bursting Lagos air and suddenly 
becomes unusually inclined towards 
attaining success. 

And providentially, Lagos never 
disappoints! There is something 

for almost everyone in the city. No 
focused man stays in Lagos and 
wallows in hopelessness.   Another 
popular cliché in the city goes this 
way: “it is only a lazy man that stays in 
Lagos and has nothing doing’. True! 
Lagos offers everyone something. 
From the art to entertainment and 
from sports to tourism and across 
every sector, Lagos gives something 
refreshing to everyone.

In Lagos, Ajegunle represents 
the undying spir it  of  Lagos. 
Ajegunle typifies the craggy Lagos 
neighborhood where one might 
be tempted to ask as in biblical 
parlance: “can anything good come 
out of Nazareth?’. But just as the 
much vilified Nazareth paradoxically 
produced the Saviour, Ajegunle, 
has produced some of the Nation’s 
most famous and iconic sporting 
and entertainment stars. From 
Ras Kimono to Majek Fashek, from 
Daddy Showky to father U-Turn, 
from Samson Siasia to Taribo 
West, Ajegunle has become a 
breeding ground for sporting and 
entertainment entrepreneurs in the 
country.

There is, perhaps, no other 
episode, in contemporary time, 
that best depicts Lagos as a Land 
of Opportunity better than that of 
Olajumoke. Olajumoke’s story is 
almost similar to that of young David 
in the Bible who woke one morning 
as a shepherded boy only to end the 
day as the anointed king of Israel! 
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In a narrative that could only find 
direct parallel in contemporary 
Nollywood scripts, Olajumoke, a 
mother of two, on a fateful day in 
February 2016 was going about her 
normal chore of a bread seller when 
she suddenly stumbled on famous 
photographer  TY Bello’s set and 
before you could say Jack Robison, 
one thing led to the other and she is 
now a famous model.

In only a few months, she became 
a brand ambassador for Payporte, 
and scores of other modeling deals 
with fashion brands like Salma 
Guzel followed. She has also been 
interviewed on CNN, and has 
become the most googled person in 
Nigeria. Today, Olajumoke’s account 
has become an inspiration to people 
across the country. The gist is that if an 
illiterate bread seller could suddenly 
become a celebrity, Lagos offers hope 
to everyone. In order to really align 
with her new found celebrity status, 
Olajumoke had reportedly started 
a programme with Poise Nigeria, 
a Nigerian etiquette and finishing 
school where she is said to be taking 
courses in English Grammar and 
Communication, and also in Total 
Personality Development. That is the 
Spirit of Lagos

At 50, the future, no doubt, looks 
good for Lagos. With a re-engineered 
economy, improved infrastructure 
and political stability, Lagos remains a 
rising African City-State and a bastion 
of hope for the African continent.
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N
o n - G o v e r n m e n t a l 
Organisations (NGOs) 
h a ve  b e e n  a r o u n d 
i n  N i g e r i a  s i n c e 
independence. Over 

the years, the country has birthed 
hundreds of them with genuine 
intentions and good reports to show. 
But lately, the NGO landscape has 
become a charade with many fake 
organisations being championed 
by some individuals to attract 
local and international grants. In 
some cases, the NGOs have also 
become tools with which a few 
individuals are throwing spanner 
in the works of governments and 
promising business organisations. 
Some opinion writers have linked 
the proliferation of NGOs in Nigeria 
to the failure of the states to provide 
specific services and opportunity 
for citizens and the constant need 
to bridge the noticeable gaps. I beg 
to disagree. 

Yes, governments at various 
levels have failed in some areas, 
but it is incumbent on responsible 
citizens to think out of the box 
on how to join hands with their 
leaders to solve problems, not to 
aggravate them. A situation where 
some Nigerians form themselves 
into groups and allow others to use 
them to kill the economy is not in 
the interest of anyone. Again, one 
cannot rule out the excesses of some 
companies, but the way to correct 
them is not to launch attacks that 
will wreck the economy. There are 
records of how a few responsible 

It seems that all too often, many 
Lagosians are more than familiar 
with the unending presence of 

gridlock and traffic congestion along 
roads in Lagos State. This causes 
commuters to be more strategic 
in planning their movements 
within the state. In many cases 
most Lagosians will not want to 
be caught on the Lagos Island from 
4pm for fear of getting stuck in the 
popular Third Mainland Traffic 
snarl.

Considered the sixth largest 
city and one of the most rapidly 
urbanising metropolitan areas 
of the world with a population 
of over 20 million inhabitants 
and an annual growth rate of 
nearly 6percent, Lagos State is one 
of the world’s mega cities. This 
rapid urbanisation and exploding 
population combined with the 
poorly executed development 
plans and poor infrastructure is 
one of the major reasons for the 
numerous transportation problems 
and continuous traffic gridlock in 
most parts of the State.

Geographically, the metropolitan 
area of Lagos is also fast spreading, 
now extending beyond the borders 
of Lagos State into the neighbouring 
Ogun State in the north. Commuter 
trips are therefore growing both in 
length and number.

This population compared to the 

NGOs and the culture of self-aggrandizement

Transforming the transport system in Lagos: The LAMATA example
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companies have been taken to 
the cleaners simply because some 
individuals believed they deserved 
personal gains.

From banking to aviation, 
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  t o 
manufacturing and so on, faceless 
organisations have sprung up 
from time to time on the bill of 
a few moneybags to de-market 
promising brands. The latest theatre 
is the tobacco industry where some 
people have become overnight 
anti-tobacco fighters in the name of 
NGOs. Against all the good reasons 
for the existence of NGOs, these 
groups appear to have overstretched 
their luck in attempts to sponsor 
campaign of calumny against 
tobacco manufacturing companies. 
In planning and execution, their 
approaches are purely against 
international laws and standards.

Ta k e ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e 
interpretation given to the provision 
in the Tobacco Control Act (TCA) 
which recommends that there should 
be a Tobacco Control Unit desk in the 
Ministry of Health to be manned by 
a staff of the ministry. As I write, that 
desk is manned by someone from an 
NGO. It is fundamentally wrong for 
an NGO to use taxpayers’ resources 
to run its activities.

But there are other recent 
e x a m p l e s  t h at  b ut t re s s  t h e 
insincerity of many NGOs in the 
country. A few years ago there 
was a clash between two big 
brewers in the country over market 
control in some locations in Lagos, 
especially Oluwole Estate in Ogba 

infrastructure in the state makes it 
a difficult task for the Government 
to continue maintaining and 
providing adequate infrastructure 
for every resident within the state 
as the sprawling urbanisation has 
pressured existing infrastructure 
to breaking point. The resultant 
effects have been increasing traffic 
congestion, worsening state of 
roads disrepair, deteriorating 
physical attractiveness and comfort 
of road-based public transport and 
high transport fares. The absence of 
effective rail and water mass transit 
system and the over reliance on 
road based transportation system 
has contributed to the number of 
road accidents recorded, increasing 
rates of traffic-related emission and 
atmospheric pollution.

However, this has not deterred 
the Lagos State government from 
addressing and improving the 
complex transport situation in 
the state. One of the cardinal and 
strategic efforts made was the 
creation of Lagos Metropolitan 
A re a  Tra n s p o r t  A ut h o r i t y 
(LAMATA) to coordinate transport 
policies, programmes and actions 
of all agencies at different tiers of 
government within the state.

L A M A TA  i s  e n v i s i o n e d 
to provide a strategic planning 
platform to address long-neglected 
transport needs of the metropolis 
and co-ordinate activities of the 
different executing agencies to 
provide a common and consistent 

Even more frightening is the fact 
that tobacco smuggling is controlled 
by those who perpetrate acts of 
terror.

While the whole world waits 
eagerly for  s olutions  to  the 
perceived tobacco scourge, it has 
been proven without a shadow of 
doubt that industries like tobacco 
and alcohol are part of the solution 
and not outside of it. But anti-
tobacco lobbyists adopt smear 
campaigns, believing that the uglier 
the industry looks the more difficult 
it is for them to operate.

Indeed, it appears the issue of 
tobacco control has suddenly been 
hijacked from government by some 
individuals and organizations for 
selfish interests. Much as we all know 
that anti-tobacco campaign is a global 
issue, Nigeria’s version appears too 
confrontational and combative with 
no focus on the very people they need 
to protect – the young ones. Among 
others, the campaign for immediate 
imposition of a minimum of 150 
percent special levies on all tobacco 
products is unimaginable, just as the 
call that tobacco should be totally 
excluded from grants and other 
government incentives.

The tactics of the anti-tobacco 
lobbyists negates the intent, motives 
and expected outcomes from their 
campaigns. The lack of depth of 
their seemingly spurious media 
allegations underscores the amount 
of funding which is often at their 
beck and call.

One of the main funders of 
the anti-tobacco lobbyists says a 

phase of LUTP 1, has as its major 
objective to improve the capacity 
to manage the transport sector 
in the Lagos metropolitan areas 
and enhance efficiency and 
effectiveness of the public transport 
network, through a combination 
of traffic engineering measures, 
management improvements, 
regulation of the public transport 
industry, and expansion and 
enhancement of BRT system.  
It has four major components, 
which include institutional 
development and capacity building, 
improvement of public transport 
infrastructure and enhancement of 
traffic management, improvement 
of Lagos State metropolitan road 
network and Project management 
and monitoring.

T h e  i m p l e m e n t at i o n  o f 
LUTP 2 led to the extension of 
the BRT corridor from Mile 12 to 
Ikorodu and the launch of 434 
new Air Conditioned BRT buses 
in November 2015 by Governor 
Akinwunmi Ambode. Thus far 
the BRT extension project has 
transported over 60 million 
passengers between its launch in 
November 2015 and April 2017 
creating more than 1000 more jobs 
in the state. Another feat achieved 
under this project is the upgrade of 
44 bus shelters including the newly 
constructed Ikeja bus terminal, 
rehabilitation of WEMPCO road 
in Ogba and Akin Adesola road on 
the Island.

particular recipient of the donations 
got a total of $657,960 (about N100 
million) between September 2007 
and November 2009 meant for “a 
consolidated campaign for passage 
of FCTC Implementation Bill”. In 
August 2007, the same organisation 
got $32,225 (or N5.2 million), and in 
the period 2010-2012, it received a 
total of $297,456 (or N47.6 million) 
for the same purpose. This perhaps 
explains why NGOs are falling over 
one another to add their voice.

The time has come for Nigeria 
to rise up and challenge the source 
of funding of these organizations. 
As things are, it appears the NGOs 
in Nigeria have tactically ignored 
the World Health Organisation 
(WHO) Framework Convention 
on Tobacco Control treaty, which 
was adopted over a decade ago 
“to protect present and future 
generations from the devastating 
health, social, environmental and 
economic consequences of tobacco 
consumption and exposure to 
tobacco smoke”.

Given the prominent role of 
NGOs in shaping and influencing 
government policies, it is therefore 
necessary at this stage of our 
national development to provide 
direction when it seems they are 
not getting it right. On their part, 
government and its agencies should 
be cautious in their relationship 
with NGOs. Before giving attention 
to some organizations, it may be 
necessary to first scrutinize their 
profiles and know the motive 
behind their moves.

The BRT extension project 
yielded specific results which 
include average public transport 
waiting time reduction from 
30minutes to 10minutes, journey 
time savings from 120minutes to 30 
minutes, road traffic journey time 
reduction from 120mins to 55mins, 
bringing average transport cost 
down from Three Hundred Naira 
(N300) to One Hundred and Ninety 
Five Naira (N190).

The Wempco and Akin Adesola 
roads projects solved the annual 
perennial road flooding along the 
corridors.

Under thes e proje cts,  an 
affordable transport fare has 
been created for the populace; 
also infrastructure provided is 
socially inclusive with ramps and 
stairs for the different classes of 
public transport users, reduction 
in carbon dioxide (co2), reduction 
in public transport related accidents 
and increased satisfaction with 
public transport.

LAMATA is committed to the 
delivery of the STMP, the roadmap 
towards providing an integrated 
multi-modal public transport 
system for the State.

The improved transportation 
infrastructure and s ervic es 
delivered by LAMATA under 
LUTP 1 and 2 have significantly 
c ontribute d to  the overal l 
achievements and successes 
recorded by the Lagos State 
government.
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and National Theatre premises in 
Iganmu. Suddenly, out of the blues 
appeared an unknown NGO to 
campaign for one of the warring 
parties. After that saga, nothing has 
been heard about the organisation. 
In the end, it was discovered that it 
was hired by one of the companies 
to fight dirty.

Re c e n t l y  a l s o ,  a  n at i o n a l 
commissioner and member of the 
Information and Voter Education 
Committee at INEC, Mohammed 
Haruna, while briefing journalists 
after a meeting of the leadership 
of the commission, alleged that an 
NGO identified as West African 
Network of Election Observers, 
made up of retired INEC officials, 
was used to bribe INEC staff to 
influence the outcome of the 2015 
general elections.

In the case of tobacco, it is a 
known fact that tobacco control 
advocacy is a heavily-funded 
activity,  henc e an extremely 
attractive venture for many anti-
tobacco lobbyists. While majority 
of the stakeholders involved in 
tobacco control policies agree that 
industry regulation is extremely 
important, the success recorded in 
the tobacco control debate over the 
past decade is often at variance. 
In some instance, studies have 
shown that tobacco consumption, 
especially in the western world, 
has decreased and focus has now 
shifted to the developing world. In 
other studies, it has been found that 
tobacco smuggling has negated the 
effects of tobacco control policies. 

basis for implementation.
This led to the formulation of 

the Strategic Transport Master 
Plan (STMP) aimed at transforming 
the Lagos transport sector beyond 
its current challenges. The plan 
identifies possible transport 
infrastructure and s ervic es 
required to meet growing travel 
demand for Lagos State by 2032. 
This plan will be achieved under 
the Lagos Urban Transport Project 
(LUTP) 1 and 2, which is the phased 
implementation of the Lagos State 
Government transport sector 
policy and strategy designed to 
resolve main issues identified by 
various studies conducted by the 
state government in conjunction 
with the World Bank between 1988 
and 1996.

The LUTP 1, the first phase 
of the project was implemented 
between 2005 and 2010. It had 
five major components, which 
roughly correspond to the six-
point transportation strategy of 
the government. These include 
Institutional strengthening and 
capacity building, urban road 
network efficiency improvement, 
bus services enhancement, water 
& Non-Motorised Transport (NMT) 
promotion and rail mass transit. 
One of the land mark projects 
implemented under LUTP 1 was the 
Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Lite system, 
a 22km partially segregated BRT 
corridor from Mile 12 to CMS.

The LUTP 2, a follow-up of 
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T
he World Health Or-
ganization’s 194 mem-
ber states on Tuesday 
elected a new director-

general at the ongoing 70th 
World Health Assembly in 
Geneva, Switzerland.

Ethiopia’s Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus defeated Britain’s 
David Nabarro and Pakistan’s Sa-
nia Nishtar to become the eighth 
director-general of the WHO 
and the first African to head the 
global health agency in its 70-
year history, thereby shattering 
the agency’s African-leadership 
glass ceiling. He will succeed 
Margaret Chan whose second 
term of office ends June 30.

It was a long and highly 
political process. Last Sep-
tember, six candidates were 
nominated for the position 
by the WHO member states – 
four Europeans, one African, 
and one South Asian. And 
on January 25, the Executive 
Board shortlisted the final 
three candidates.

Ab initio, many analysts 
hinted that the odds may fa-
vour 51-year-old Tedros Ghe-
breyesus, the only non-phy-
sician among the candidates, 
who said he envisions a world 

Bumpy road ahead of new WHO chief
in which everyone can lead 
healthy and productive lives, 
regardless of who they are or 
where they live.

The word in international 
circles for a while was that 
it was Africa’s turn and in 
the months leading up to the 
election, Tedros garnered 
endorsements from across 
the globe, including from 
Andrew Mitchell, a Con-
servative MP and former 
head of the Department for 
International Development 
(DfID), Peter A. Singer, chief 
executive officer of Grand 
Challenges Canada, Jill W. 
Sheffield, an independent 
consultant and long-time 
advocate for women’s health 
and rights, Prashant Yadav, 
a senior fellow at the Wil-
liam Davidson Institute at 
the University of Michigan 
and a visiting scholar at the 
Harvard Medical School, 
Akash Goel, a physician, jour-
nalist, and a World Economic 
Forum Global Shaper, and 
Nicole Schiegg, former senior 
advisor of USAID currently 
working as an independent 
consultant of global devel-
opment, all pointing to his 
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suitability for the job.
“Electing Dr. Tedros is the 

best way to ensure better 
health for all the world’s 
people,” Schiegg said in an 
article in Huffpost.

While Singer and Shef-
field argued that Tedros’ kind 
of experience and expertise 
is precisely what “the WHO 
needs in today’s global health 
environment”, Yadav and 
Goel reckoned that his suit-
ability is his irrefutable ability 
to create and build efficient 
and sustainable health sys-
tems, the linchpin of health-
care delivery, arguing that 
under his leadership, Ethiopia 
made such dramatic improve-
ments in public health out-
comes that are often heralded 
as a model for health-care 
delivery in low- and middle-
income countries.

Tedros holds a PhD in 
Community Health from the 
University of Nottingham 
and has for over three de-
cades been a distinguished 
leader who has saved and 
improved lives in Africa and 
around the world. A glob-
ally recognised expert and 
author on health issues, in-

cluding health workforce 
strengthening, emergency 
responses to epidemics, and 
malaria, he has been co-chair, 
Partnership for Maternal, 
Newborn and Child Health 
Board, chair, Roll Back Ma-
laria Partnership Board, chair, 
Global Fund to Fights AIDS, 
Tuberculosis and Malaria 
Board, Ethiopia’s minister of 
health as well as minister of 
foreign affairs. His reforms 
as health minister are said to 
have transformed Ethiopia’s 
health system to expand 
quality care and access to 
tens of millions of Ethiopians, 
while in the global context he 
helped key global actors like 
The Global Fund and the Roll 
Back Malaria Partnership op-
erate with greater efficiency 
and effectiveness.

Now that the mantle has 
fallen on him, it is time to face 
the arduous task ahead. The 
WHO has faced a barrage of 
criticisms recently, especially 
following its slow response to 
the massive outbreak of Ebola 
in West Africa in 2014. There 
have since been calls for an 
overhaul of the agency, with 
particular emphasis on its 
emergency response capacity.

Despite its remarkable 
achievements, the WHO 
today is not fulfilling its mis-
sion, isn’t adequately funded 
for it, and is failing in its cur-
rent form, but the arrival of 
a new director-general offers 
an opportunity for reform 
that the agency must put to 
good use, reckons Ed Whit-
ing, director of policy and 
chief of staff at Wellcome, 
an independent global chari-
table foundation.

“At a time when health 
budgets around the world 
are under increasing pres-
sure, the new director-gen-

eral must strengthen the case 
for investing in improving 
health outcomes. That in-
cludes encouraging greater 
investment in stronger na-
tional health systems and 
epidemic preparedness, and 
being fearless in calling out 
countries that fail to take ac-
tion where it is needed,” says 
Whiting.

The WHO, he says, must 
also strengthen its unique role 
in alerting the world to health 
emergencies and coordinating 
the responses to them. And 
while the WHO’s new emer-
gencies team has shown that 
it can mobilize resources and 
action at a pace never seen 
in the organization’s history, 
the new DG, he says, needs to 
convince national leaders that 
the world doesn’t yet have the 
capability to respond to cross-
border emergencies, making 
sure the WHO clearly sees 
the existing gaps and the steps 
needed to close them.

“The new director-gen-
eral should also be fearless 
in calling out global health 
risks, such as the growth of 
artemisinin-resistant ma-
laria in Southeast Asia, par-
ticularly where national and 
regional authorities are not 
doing enough to combat such 
threats,” he says.

He adds that the WHO 
must also lead the fight for ac-
cess to innovative health care 
for all. The new DG will need 
to work effectively with “the 
increasingly mixed economy 
of health care funders and 
providers” to ensure that the 
WHO has sufficient funds for 
its mission, as well as make 
a greater effort to better de-
velop the WHO’s relationships 
with civic society and the 
private sector as every dollar 
invested by private companies 

Respect time

The“Nigerian time” 
attitude is gross in-
discipline and an ab-

solute disrespect for others 
and for oneself. Punctual-
ity is a cardinal rule. It is 
crucial that you appreciate 
the effects of tardiness; 
to keep people waiting 
shows that you completely 
disregard their person and 
their time. It shows a lack 
of respect for the system or 
organisation that enabled 
the meeting, and worst of 
all, it demeans the person-
ality of the offender and 
opens up the individual 
to insults. Schedule your 
day’s appointments in a re-
alistic manner. It is wrong 
to make plans and book 
people’s time when you 
know in your heart that 
you may be late. Cancel-
ling plans at the last min-
ute is also unbecoming, 
and shows that you regard 
yourself more highly than 
the other person. Emer-
gencies may necessitate 
a last moment cancella-
tion, but this should be 
an exception rather than 

Be generous with your 
time. While driving, if you 
see a child or a group of 
people trying to cross the 
road, stop and let them 
pass. At work, help the 
newcomer, assist others 
not as skilled as yourself 
as often as you can man-
age. Volunteer for social 
services whenever you 
can. In addition to all your 
pursuits in life, add kind-
ness to the list of things 
you must show on a daily 
basis. If for nothing else, do 
it because it is sure to add 
glitter to your personality.

(Excerpt from The Art 
of Refinement by Mavi 
Isibor)

 Mavi Sokia Isib or- 
The Etiquette Icon is the 
Author of The Art of Re-
finement, Nigeria’s first 
resource material on Eti-
quette. She is also Group 
CEO of Poise Nigeria Lim-
ited, Nigeria’s premier and 
foremost Personality and 
Image branding consul-
tancy firm.    

For comments, questions 
and contributions, kindly 
send a mail to msi@poise-
nigeria.org

the norm; and be sure 
to call well ahead of the 
time fixed for the meet-
ing. Learn to uphold your 
word, and treat it as sacred. 
People respect people that 
say what they mean, and 
mean what they say. Let 
your word be your bond. 

Be generous
Some words are inter-

esting; their ability to pres-
ent different shades of 
meaning while still main-
taining their original form 
is intriguing. For most of 
us, our understanding of 
the word “generous” is 
restricted to one shade 
of meaning, and that is: 
a willingness to give and 
share unstintingly; but 
there is another shade to 
it, one that most are not 
familiar with.   ‘Gener-
ous’ also means “a lack of 
pettiness in character or 
mind”. A personality that 
is robust and generous is 
one that diligently avoids 
anything- word or action- 
that might cause harm to 
the self esteem or feelings 
of others. To be generous is 
to be thoughtful. Consider 
this case study:

Rebecca was excited 
about her new job, and 
was particularly looking 
forward to meeting new 
people. She was allotted 
an office with Lucy and 
Chioma and on her first 
day at work, her colleagues 
made her feel welcome. 
As the months went on 
however, Rebecca found 
herself struggling to make 
friends. Everyone seemed 
to be in one clique or an-
other, according to their 
tribe, position or economic 
status. Her office mates did 
not prove to be any dif-
ferent as they chatted in 
their native language ev-
ery chance they got. One 
incident proved particu-
larly painful; in the middle 
of a conversation in which 
Rebecca was sharing with 
Chioma her experience 
with an unusually difficult 
customer, Lucy walked in, 
and Chioma spontane-
ously switched to their 
native language drawing 
Lucy into the conversation 
and cutting Rebecca off.  
For Rebecca, the rest of 
the day lost its shine and 
the organisation its appeal.

This is a classic example 
of a lapse in civility. A little 
more attention and per-
haps Chioma would have 
realised Rebecca’s need 
for companionship and ac-
ceptance. One of the stron-
gest yearnings of human 
beings is to be accepted 
by others. We all cherish 
being welcomed and we 
delight in the feeling of 
belonging to a group. A re-
fined person understands 
this and bears it in mind 
when dealing with others. 
When amidst others who 
are not of the same tribe 
as we are, we must guard 
against speaking in our 
native tongues. Be gener-
ous enough to maintain a 
mutually understood lan-
guage. Be generous with 
your friendship, avoid at-
titudes or words that ex-
clude others rather than 
include them.

Generosity also mani-
fests in how we treat oth-
ers who are less confident 
than us or less wealthy. 
Never judge or place value 
on people because of the 
size of their wallets. As far 
as I am concerned, this is 

a crime against God who, 
we’re told, has made man 
in his own image.

When at cocktails and 
parties, seek out the wall 
flower, the person who is 
alone and obviously too 
shy to mingle and start up 
conversations. Introver-
sion and extroversion are 
the genetically decided as-
pects of our personalities 
and there is little we can 
do to completely change it. 
Where/if/when a shy per-
son is struggling, the least 
that we can do is help out 
by chatting with him/her.  
So be more understanding 
with that friend or col-
league that always seems 
so quiet. Be more tolerant 
with others and never 
hesitate to make an intro-
vert feel less awkward in a 
social gathering. One way 
to do this, I’ll suggest, is to 
introduce a topic that you 
know interests the person 
and if you do not know the 
person well, ask questions 
that will get the person 
talking; a good way to start 
a conversation is asking 
the person “what do you 
do for a living?” 

reduces the burden on finance 
ministries and taxpayers and 
also delivers innovations and 
technical advances that can 
improve health.

Whiting advocates an am-
bitious internal reform pro-
gramme that simplifies the 
WHO’s complex governance 
structures, and challenging 
poor-performing offices at the 
national, regional, and global 
levels, contending that key to 
that would be ensuring that 
staff are selected for posts 
based on their competence, not 
their politics.

“Clear, decisive leadership 
on all of the above will go a long 
way to restoring confidence in 
the WHO — a vital prerequi-
site to attracting the financial 
support the organization so 
desperately needs,” he writes.

As Tedros begins his five-
year term on July 1, he must bear 
all these in mind. His words in 
his post-election briefing show 
he’s not unaware of the bumpy 
road ahead. Asked what he 
would do about the emergency 
response programme, he said, 
“We have to implement it with 
a sense of urgency. It has to be 
geared towards implementing 
the international health regula-
tions in full. We can do many of 
the things we’re doing now, like 
[rolling out] the global health 
security agenda . . . and identify-
ing the gaps in implementing 
the [regulations]. Epidemics can 
strike at any time, but we have 
to be prepared.”

This is the time for Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus to 
replicate the same magic 
that has earned him “con-
siderable respect among his 
peers as a reforming health 
minister and past chair of 
two international infectious 
disease organisations”. I wish 
him God-speed.

Cultivating a refined personality (IV)
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The House of Representatives 
is not shrinking back in its 
efforts to unearth dealings 

on the Presidential Arms procure-
ment involving former National 
Security Adviser, Col. Sambo 
Dasuki, and other former top 
military officers, despite ongoing 
trial before the court. 

Unconfirmed report noted 
that about 15 politicians were 
linked with the $2.1 billion arms 
deal. It is however, uncertain 
whether the investigation will 
be extended to the $9.3 million 
cash allegedly transported by two 
Nigerians and an Israeli involved 
in the arms purchase in far-away 
South Africa. But the report in the 
public domain confirmed that the 
South African authorities confis-
cated the sum of $5.7 million arms 
money from Nigeria barely three 
weeks after seizing $9.3 million. 
Despite raising my curiosity to 
cover the Committee’s activities, 
the power that be resolved to pre-
vail on the Committee on National 
Security and Intelligence to resort 
to closed-door. 

Anyway it goes, Nigerians 
should pressure the leadership of 
the House to make public its find-
ings. Several of these investigative 
public hearings should not be 

compromised nor personalised 
for crying out loud. Engaging in 
secrecy will further punctured 
public trust in the Parliament 
no doubt. 

Imagine the criticism trailing 
the attitude of the House towards 
the continued delay in the pas-
sage of the Petroleum Industry 
(Governance) Bill, dated back 
to the regime of late President, 
Musa Umaru Yar’Adua. As robust 
as the three private member 
bills: ‘for an Act for legislative 
framework relating to petroleum 
producing host community (PHC) 
participation, cost and benefit 
sharing amongst government, 
petroleum exploration compa-
nies and petroleum host com-
munities and mater’s connected 
thereto’; ‘Act for legal and regu-
latory framework, institutions 
and regulatory authorities as 
well as for the operations of the 
upstream and downstream sec-
tors of the Nigerian petroleum 
industry,’ and ‘Act to establish a 
fiscal framework that encourages 
further investment in petroleum 
industry whilst increasing accru-
able revenues to the Federal Gov-
ernment of Nigeria,’ are, the delay 
has defeated the good intent of 
the Lower Chamber. 

It is of course, not far-fetched 
to conclude that the House is yet 
undecided on what to do with 
the PIB passed in the Seventh 
Assembly.

Whatever the case may be, the 
importance of this critical eco-
nomic bill determines whether 
Nigerians will get the best out of 
the oil and gas resources.

The week also witnessed the 
adoption of the Conference re-
port and final passage of two 
critical bills namely: “A bill for 
an Act to provide for secured 
transactions, registration and 
regulation of security interests 
in movable assets and for other 
related matters”; as well as the 
“bill for an Act to facilitate the use 
of information in electronic form 
for conducting transactions in 
Nigeria and for other connected 
purposes.” 

The bills are expected to be 
transmitted to the Acting Presi-
dent Yemi Osinbajo for assent. 
The House had on Wednesday 
constituted the Conference Com-
mittee chaired by Sylvester Og-
baga to interface with their Sen-
ate counterpart on the secured 
transactions in movable assets.

Likewise, the House passed 
through second reading the bill 

to provide for legal framework 
for the mainstreaming of climate 
change responses and actions 
into government policy formu-
lation, implementation and the 
establishment of Erosion Control 
and Prevention Commission and 
the bill for the establishment na-
tional Climate Change Council as 
well as well as the bill for an Act 
to establish the Nigeria Police 
Trust Fund on Thursday. 

On Wednesday, the House 
passed the bill for an Act to 
provide for the framework for 
credit reporting, licensing and 
regulation of Credit Bureau and 
for other related matters, spon-
sored by Ossai Nicholas Ossai; 
the bill for an Act to regulate the 
execution of Federal Government 
projects by State Governments, 
provide for procedure to under-
take such projects, financing, 
supervision/monitoring, refund/
reimbursement of money spent 
thereto and for other related mat-
ters,” co-sponsored by Rimamnde 
Shawulu and Solomon Maren 
as well as the bill for an Act to 
provide for distribution and 
payment to state governments of 
some taxes and duties by Federal 
Inland Revenue Service (FIRS) or 
other authorities of the Federal 

Government and the bill to es-
tablish the Institute of Transport 
Administration of Nigeria, the 
bill for establishment of Nigerian 
Sports Anti-Doping Agency.

However, the bill for an Act 
to amend the Nigeria National 
Petroleum Corporation Act, 
Cap. N123, Laws of the Federa-
tion of Nigeria, 2004 to stipulate 
legislative approval for budget-
ary expenditure to enhance 
financial and fiscal discipline in 
the conduct of transactions by 
the NNPC and for other related 
matters, which was sponsored 
by Hon. Nnanna Igbokwe, was 
negative and thrown out by the 
House following resentment of 
the majority lawmakers.

A festering sore

AssemblyWatch
From the Red Chamber

With 

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE

From the Green House
With 

KEHINDE AKINTOLA

O
n  T h u r s d a y, 
May 25 2017, 
h i s t o r y  w a s 
made in the hal-
lowed chamber 

of the Red Chamber when 
it passed the longest serving 
bill in the National Assem-
bly - the Petroleum Industry 
Governance Bill (PIGB).

For the first time in sev-
enteen years, the National 
Assembly broke the PIGB 
jinx that industry experts 
believed had hindered its 
efforts at reforming the oil 
sector.

Recall that former Presi-
dent Olusegun Obasanjo 
set up the Oil and Gas In-
dustry (Reforms) Commit-
tee (OGIC) in Year 2000 to 
undertake comprehensive 
reform of the nation’s pe-
troleum industry. The panel 
was charged to produce the 
blueprint for a national oil 
and gas policy. It submit-
ted its report in 2007 and 
this was translated into a 

proposed legislation - the 
Petroleum Industry Bill - in 
2008, sent to the National 
Assembly by late President 
Umaru Yar’Adua.

Ahead of the first year 
anniversary of the National 
Assembly Business Environ-
ment Roundtable (NASS-
BER) on June 5, passage of 
the bill is a worthy achieve-
ment on the part of the 8th 
Senate to commemorate the 
event.

NASSBER is a public-pri-
vate platform that brings 
critical stakeholders from 
the private sector, legisla-
ture and executive to debate, 
deliberate and advocate a 
coherent legal framework to 
advance business environ-
ment legislations through 
the National Assembly.

The platform reviewed 
54 acts and 50 bills pend-
ing before the National As-
sembly, and rated them in 
order of priority to help the 
legislature focus more on 
areas that require urgent 
intervention.

The team categorised 11 
of the bills for urgent pas-
sage as economic recovery 
bills, which it said would 
improve Nigeria’s ranking 
in the World Bank Ease of 
Doing Business report.

The 11 high priority eco-
nomic recovery bills in-
clude: the Petroleum Indus-

try Governance Bill;  Na-
tional Development Bank of 
Nigeria Bill; National Road 
Fund Act (Amendment) bill; 
Federal Roads Authority 
Act (Amendment) bill and 
National Transport Com-
mission (Establishment) Bill.

Others are: Nigerian Ports 
and Harbours Authority Act 
(Amendment) Bill; Ware-
house Receipts Act (Amend-
ment) Bill; Companies and 
Allied Matters Act (CAMA) 
(Amendment) Bill; Invest-
ment and Securities Act 
(ISA); Customs and Excise 
Management Act and Fed-
eral Competition Bill.

However, only the PIGB, 
Nigerian Ports and Harbours 
Authority Act (Amendment) 
B ill  and Warehous e Re-
ceipts Bill have been passed 
so far by the Senate.

The initiation of PIGB as a 
separate bill from the initial 
complex proposal will en-
sure ease of implementation 
when it becomes law.

Already, the Host Com-
munity Bill and Petroleum 
Industry Fiscal Bill are at 
different stages at the upper 
legislative chamber.

Other cluster bills still 
expected include: the Up-
stream Petroleum Licence 
and Lease Administration 
Bill as well as Downstream 
Oil and Gas Administration 
Bill.

The PIGB seeks to cre-
ate efficient and effective 
governing institutions with 
clear and separate roles for 
the p etroleum industry;  
establish a framework for 
the creation of commer-
cially oriented and profit 
driven petroleum entities 
that ensure value addition 
and internationalisation 
of the industry; establish a 
framework for the creation 
of commercially oriented 
and profit driven petroleum 
entities to ensure value ad-
dition and internationalisa-
tion of the petroleum indus-
try; promote transparency 
and accountability in the 
administration of petroleum 
resources of Nigeria and 
foster a conducive business 
environment for petroleum 
industry operations.

It also seeks to remove 
powers from different regu-
latory agencies and scraps 
the Department of Petro-
leum Resources (DPR), Petro-
leum Products Pricing and 
Regulatory Agency (PPPRA) 
and Petroleum Equalisation 
Fund (PEF).

It focuses mainly on ad-
ministration and privatisa-
tion of the petroleum in-
dustry as it splits the NNPC 
into three different entities 
namely: the Nigeria Petro-
leum Regulatory Commis-
sion (NPRC), National Petro-

leum Assets Management 
Company (NPAMC) and 
Nigeria Petroleum Company 
(NPC).

While the NPRC will serve 
as a regulatory entity for the 
entire petroleum industry 
(upstream, midstream and 
downstream), the NPAMC 
will act as the counter-part 
and administrator of pro-
duction sharing agreements 
and such other risk-based 
agreements, even as it pro-
poses NPC as an integrated 
oil and gas company.

The 192-page document 
also makes provision for 
funding the NPRC as provid-
ed in Section 26, which gives 
10 percent Cost of Collection 
to the regulatory body.

Unlike the two unsuc-
cessful attempts, the cur-
rent proposal in the Eighth 
Senate is a private member 
bill sponsored by the Chair-
man, Senate Committee on 
Petroleum Upstream Tayo 
Alasoadura.

The disadvantages  of 
bicameral legislature will 
come to bear at this stage, 
as the legislation, which is 
currently at the committee 
stage in the House of Rep-
resentatives, will have to be 
passed, a conference com-
mittee set up for adoption 
of report by both chambers 
before presidential assent to 
become law.

Finally, PIGB gets green light from Senate
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‘Gov Ikpeazu is determined to ensure 
restoration of Abia Polytechnic’s glory’

H
ow have you been 
coping as the acting 
rector of Abia State 
Polytechnic?

You know that 
when we took over the leader-
ship of this polytechnic, it was 
under lock and key; there was no 
activity because the trade unions 
were on strike, but through the 
intervention of Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu, we commenced work 
here on February 7, 2017 and by 
the grace of God, exactly three 
days after that the trade unions 
called off the strike.

We are delighted to tell you 
that since then, we have enjoyed 
uninterrupted academic activity. 
Peace has returned to this campus, 
academic activities are ongoing, 
every staff is working to ensure 
that the objective of the found-
ing fathers of this polytechnic is 
achieved.

Let me say upfront here that we 
have come to understand with the 
various stakeholders, especially 
the trade unions, that strike is like 
an evil wind that does not blow 
anyone any good. And the unions 
are moving in that wavelength. 
Agreed that there are challenges, 
but we should not allow the trials 
of the day to becloud our sense 
of judgment. And collectively we 
are tackling the challenges and 
collectively also God is granting us 
successes each week. And so our 
students are on ground, both old 
and new. We have resolved that 
with clear sense of direction and 
determination the issue of strike in 
this polytechnic will not reoccur 
in the foreseeable future and we 
are taking every conscious effort 
to achieve that. Let me also thank 
the unions for their understanding 
and for being a part of the success 
which we have so far recorded. 
We met challenges, and far above 
all the challenges was the issue 
of arrears of salaries. We realized 
that there were some staff whose 
salaries for July last year had not 
been paid and we have cleared 
that up. 

What role did the governor 
play in ensuring that staff salaries 
were cleared?

I have never seen a governor 
as passionate as Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu. He instructed that the is-
sue of payment of salaries of staff 
should be a priority and he has 
consistently followed it. Within 
these two months and through the 
magnanimity of the governor and, 
of course, with the support of the 
Commissioners of Education and 
Finance, we have paid August, 
September and October 2016 sala-
ries. Our commitment is to ensure 
that those who work get their pay. 
It is a universal principle and we 

Ezionye Eboh

Curtis Ugbo, remanded in prison custody

are not taking it for granted. Like 
I said earlier, I am happy that the 
workers also realize this and all 
hands are on deck. But as you and 
I know, government has so many 
obligations and resources to meet 
these obligations are increasingly 
dwindling. And so the polytechnic, 
like every other public institution, 
is also duty-bound to shore up its 
internally generated revenue (IGR) 
so that we complement the efforts 
of government and we have taken 

steps in that direction. And one 
of those steps that we have taken 
and we will continue to take is to 
ensure that every leakage in the 
system is blocked. 

What exactly are you doing to 
block these leakages?

We have done quite a lot with-
in this period to ensure that all 
leakages are blocked. The major 
source of our IGR is payment of 
school fees and we have devised 
a process which we know is also 

working in similar institutions, in 
which students are encouraged to 
pay their school fees in time. We 
are in the e-learning era and so stu-
dents are encouraged to pay their 
school fees within two to three 
weeks into resumption. And you 
know that comparatively speak-
ing, our school fees remain one 
of the lowest in the public institu-
tions around here. And so every 
payment into this institution is 
done through the bank. You will 

not see anywhere now where cash 
is collected and so you pay your 
school fees, register your courses 
and as you register, you get your 
matriculation number and iden-
tity card. For returning students, 
after paying their school fees, they 
would register their courses and 
check their results online. So there 
is a connection.

That process has been insti-
tuted and it has started working. 

Interview

Ezionye Eboh, a professor of management and acting rector of Abia State Polytechnic, Aba, in his maiden press parley 
held at the governing council chambers of the institution revealed his vision for the institution, which includes increas-
ing internally generated revenue, curbing extortion of students and restoring the past gory of the institution. GODFREY 
OFURUM was there for BDSUNDAY. Excerpts:    
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Ezionye Eboh

The IGP

Interview

that development levy is paid once 
at entry. And with what we have 
done now, if you remove develop-
ment levy, which is paid once, 
you’ll realize that the school fees 
paid by students is less. The point 
I am making is that development 
levy has been there. The only 
thing the management did is to 
say that development levy should 
be paid at the point of entry. We 
equally saw it as something fun-
damentally faulty that a student 
pays development levy at all stages 
of his/her stay in the institution. 
So, now it is only paid once at ND 
level and also once at HND level 
and that is what we have done. 

The last time I checked, this 
institution was getting about N90 
million as subvention from the 
state government and the previ-
ous managements complained 
that it was small, considering 
your huge budget. Are you com-
fortable with what you are cur-
rently receiving or are you asking 
for more? If not, do you think that 
you can augment with your IGR? 

I want to start by asking you 
to point at the man who when 
money is involved doesn’t ask 
for more. We will always ask for 
more, but one thing that is very 
important is the interest of the 
governor in the affairs of this 
institution and that answers that 
question. We are asking for more, 
but the N90 million that is coming 
is more regular now and that is 
what is most important for us. And 
if it is regular and we are able to do 
what we are doing now, even if we 
don’t pay every month, we won’t 

allow it to deteriorate to the extent 
it got to before we came in. It is 
not just Abia Polytechnic that is 
the responsibility of government, 
but the government is fulfilling its 
obligations to Abia Poly and that 
is what is important. Managers of 
Abia Poly should also work hard 
to ensure that the polytechnic 
survives. 

Some students of this institu-
tion have severally complained 
of extortion by lecturers; they 
also complain of missing of results 
sheets, especially those in final 
year, which most of the time 
delays them from joining their 
mates for Youth Service. What 
will the management do to curb 
these issues?

The issue of delay of graduat-
ing students has been addressed 
by management and any student 
who makes such a report now, it is 
either that the complaint is base-
less or that the student is playing 
game. We have instituted a task-
force chaired by the deputy rector 
to ensure prompt release of ND 2 
and HND 2 results. That taskforce 
has only two weeks to ensure that 
results of all students who ought 
to graduate are reconciled and I 
am happy to report to you that 
the taskforce has worked assidu-
ously. There is a timeframe for the 
release of results. The lecturer is 
not at liberty to keep results of stu-
dents beyond the approved period.

We are back to the sale of books 
through the bookshop. We real-
ized that we had a problem with 
some staff of the polytechnic who 
diverted money generated from 
the bookshop and of course those 
people have been told that they 
have no place in this institution 
because the hallowed chamber of 
this great institution does not con-
done criminals. And so we have 
taken that measure that all books 
are sold through the bookshops. At 
the moment, we are paying mem-
bers of the academic staff whose 
books have been sold so far. Of 
course, I’m sure that the students 
who told you this also told you that 
I gave them my phone number to 
call me on any form of molestation, 
abuse or intimidation and we have 
received quite a number of calls 
and we have taken action. 

What is management doing 
towards exploiting the ingenuity 
of Aba as a commercial hub to 
increase IGR? 

If you recall, I started by 
saying that this is a great poly-
technic located in the great 
city of Aba. I had a reason to 
start that way. And like I said 
earlier, we have set up a num-
ber of committees, and one of 
those committees has been 
mandated to find out how we 
can shore up our IGR. That 
committee is working on vari-
ous permutations and beyond 
that, members of management 
have also decided to reach out 
to the great industry players 
in Aba. We also have another 
prop osal  which we would 
make to the government in 
due course. The much I can 
tell you now is that you should 
not let your heart be troubled. 
We are on it.

We are encouraging a situation 
that we are also looking at our 
revenue centres, apart from pay-
ment of school fees. The motto 
of this polytechnic is ‘Towards 
Excellence in Technology’ and 
we are technologically-inspired 
in everything that we have been 
doing. We have products every-
where, including the table water 
that we served you. We are work-
ing out a process of ensuring that 
these revenue centres yield the 
actual revenues and they are not 
diverted into private pockets. We 
realize how important discipline 
is in the system and we are ensur-
ing that workers and students 
get the necessary discipline and 
work with integrity, commitment 
and with the zeal to pursue global 
best practices, even in education. 
So, we have encouraged students 
to do the right thing and we also 
encourage our colleagues to also do 
the right thing and I am happy to 
report to you that these measures 
are yielding the right dividends. 
People who hitherto wouldn’t 
have sat up to do the necessary 
things are doing so.

Abia State Polytechnic is work-
ing. Like I said earlier, we are in 
the e-learning era and we are at 
the moment working on internet 
connectivity to the whole campus. 
We want to ensure that anybody 
who comes here is able to access 
any part of the world at the click 
of the button, and within a couple 
of months that process will mate-
rialize. 

What is your vision for the 
institution?

We are here to institute a sys-
tem that works, irrespective of 
who comes in as a member of 
management or rector, we want 
to ensure that the system works. 
You realize that in developed 
countries, their systems work. It 
is not as if they have less corrupt 
people than we have, but over 
there, the system does not look at 
anybody’s face and that is a major 
thing that we want to ensure here 
at Abia Polytechnic. We are here 
because of the students and these 
students are our children, our 
brothers, our sisters and wards, 
and so we should ensure the ef-
fective delivery of the product 
that they have come to purchase in 
order to remain in business. And I 
tell you, Abia State Polytechnic is 
a business because whether you 
like it or not, whatever you do 
as a public or private institution, 
whatever you are selling, you are 
in business. We want to ensure 
that this polytechnic remains a 
major player, remains respected 
and regains its lost glory.

I want to thank Governor Ik-
peazu who is determined to ensure 
that the glory of Abia Polytechnic 
is restored. For him, he insists that 
the glory of the latter house shall 
be greater than the former. We 
also thank the team he is currently 
working with, so determined. 
They are so passionate about Abia 
State Polytechnic. We are happy 
that we have a governor who is 
giving us all that we have asked 
for so far, despite the financial 
constraints everywhere. We will 
move on with the vision, we will 

move on with that enthusiasm. 
Students recently accused 

management of increasing fees 
payable in the institution, es-
pecially development levy and 
to show their grievances, they 
protested. Can you throw more 
light on this?

Students made an attempt to 
riot, but it was nothing but an 
attempt, in my perception. It con-
cerned development levy. When 
we came on board, we looked at 
the charges, we realized that the 
admission process in the institu-
tion was paralyzed, the strike was 
a major problem, which of course 
was why we had our matricula-
tion late. So, when we resumed 
after the strike, members of man-
agement looked at the fees payable 
by the students and decided to 
institute an online payment sys-
tem. We said enough is enough; 
we shouldn’t be allowing students 
to be paying cash to anybody. We 
wanted everything in the charge 
list to be captured. And while 
looking at the charge list, we saw 
development levy of N15,000 and 
also found out that it was captured 
at the point of exit, that is at ND 
2 and HND 2 and we said that it 
was not proper. Development levy, 
if indeed it is development levy, 
should be captured at the point 
of entry at ND 1 and HND 1. And 
that was the only adjustment that 
we made there. And indeed, for all 
intents and purposes, up till now 
we have not added any kobo in the 
charge list. Of course, we cannot 
add a kobo without getting autho-
rization from the owners of this 

institution. That was the charge 
list we saw for 2015/2016 session.

When the students began to 
make that attempt to demonstrate, 
we calmed them down and told 
them that we were going to discuss 
with them the following week 
because that occurred on a Friday. 
And so when the leadership of the 
student union came for discus-
sion over this matter, we realized 
that some disgruntled elements 
sponsored those students because 
the student union government 
was not aware of that effort to 
demonstrate. If students should 
be led into demonstration, even 
if the SUG refuses to participate 
actively, the SUG should at least 
be aware. And so we saw the 
leaders as a bunch of recalcitrants 
who were playing to the gallery of 
some people who felt that their 
time was up. Secondly, we also 
realized that perhaps that charge 
list for 2015/2016 hadn’t been 
implemented. Apparently, it was 
approved by either the then man-
agement or council and that was 
the latest charge list in hard copy. 
What happened in 2014/2015 
and the years down the line was 
essentially that the development 
levy was shared amongst the four 
layers of this institution – ND 1, 
ND 2, HND 1 and HND 2. Conse-
quently, development levy was 
shared and paid every semester. 
If you add what students were 
paying, it amounts to something 
more than the N15,000. If I give 
you any facts here, I want you 
to go and verify; the records are 
there. So, what we’ve done now is 
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As the Muhammadu Buhari ad-
ministration clocks two in office 
tomorrow, its achievements or ab-

sence of it is a matter of the level of impact 
the administration has made in the lives 
of people in their individual capacities. 

While some Nigerians say it was in the 
current Buhari administration that their 
“economic tap began to run” many others 
believe that they have had it tough and 
rough in the last two years. 

Recently, association of party chair-
men of the All Progressives Congress 
(APC) from all the 36 states of the federa-

Chris Nwabueze Ngige, a former governor 
of Anambra State and current minister of 
Labour and Productivity, the other day 

picked up a long whip and seriously trashed the 
people of South East geo-political zone. Ngige 
counts himself among the lucky ones who the 
Buhari administration and APC government 
called to “come and chop”. 

The minister believed he was wise enough to 
have invested heavily in the Buhari campaign in 
2015 and is reaping bountifully at the moment. 
While he is having a loud laugh, he is justifying 
whatever treatment Ndigbo are receiving from 
the government at the centre. But I found it 
curious that Ngige could claim that there were 
no voting in most parts of the South East on the 
Presidential election day, and that all that hap-
pened was that “they (Ndigbo, as if they were the 

In Nigeria, everybody is a saint, includ-
ing the man who wears his sin-stained 
garment about. 
Here, we see those whose names are 

in the Economic and Financial Crimes 
Commission (EFCC)’s book as looters of 
treasury, those whose cases are still pend-
ing at the law courts over allegations of 
corrupt enrichment of selves while in 
public office still presiding over lectures 
and conferences that has as their theme 
‘Antidote to corruption in Nigeria.’ 

Some of them were in politics just a few 
years back and soiled their hands in dirty 
deals, even though Nigerian youths had 
reposed confidence in them and had ex-
pected that they, being youths in politics 
was a good sign and was going to change 
the narrative. But they left office humili-
ated on account of their involvement in 
corrupt activities. 

Today, they have become experts; pon-
tificators, gallivanting from one big hotel 
in Lagos, Abuja and in other big cities in 
the country, as guests of honour and guest 

The Minister of State for Petroleum Re-
sources, Ibe Kachikwu, made a very 
serious verbal slip last week in far 

away London. Kachikwu seemingly toed 
the path of sycophancy when he claimed 
that President Muhammadu Buhari who is 
currently in the United Kingdom on health 
matters was still working from his sick 
bed. This is what some people call white 
lie. Before the president jetted out of the 
country, his illness had become a national 
issue and a public knowledge. Since he 
returned to the country in April after a 

Between the ‘choppers’ and 
‘lookers’ in Buhari administration

K-A-C-H-I-K-W-U!

Coup kite and calculated distractions

The burden of Ndigbo

Miserable pontificators!   Some people must be up to some-
thing. They will just fly a kite to 
feel the pulse of Nigerians. 

That’s how those in government 
have b e en dealing with us over 
the years. They will just introduce 
one satanic policy and if the noise 
level is high they try to retrace their 
step, but if otherwise, “they carry 
go.”  Nigerians woke up re c ently 
to hear about moves to topple the 
government and how politicians 
have become “Nicodemuses” to the 
apartments of high ranking military 
officers with the intent to invite 
them to do certain untoward things. 

T h i s  a l a r m ,  w h e n  c r i t i c a l l y 
viewed could be said to be like the 
proverbial cry of wolf. How is it 
possible that politicians would be 
instigating soldiers to seize power 
at this time? Does a military coup 
profit politicians? It appears to me 
that rather than yoke politicians into 
this plan, those in the highest ech-
elon of the military should search 
themselves. 

There are too many stories fly-
ing around, including the perceived 
division in the Aso Rock, and how 

Dimeji Bankole, former speaker, House of Reps

some people may have allegedly 
sworn to resist the emergence of 
others as full-fledged president. 

In fact, Bola Ahmed Tinubu, the 
Jagaban himself, a politician of note, 
smelt a rat and issued a warning 
thus: “Nigeria has come too far for 
such a thing to happen. Those people 
behind such idea will find no fertile 
ground to plant their seed in Lagos. 

We will not buy their sad product; 
whatever they want to sell is a bad 
product and we are going to reject it.”

tion complained bitterly over the manner 
of appointments by the president. 

Among other grievances they tabled 
before the national leadership of the 
party was the principle of “monkey de 
work baboon dey chop” kind of reward 
system adopted by the President. They 
were particularly miffed at the pattern 
of appointment that excessively rewards 
some families more than necessary. 

They said it was wrong for the presi-
dent to be appointing two or three mem-
bers of a family when other committed 
members of the party, who also worked 
for the success of the party at the polls are 
left in the cold. 

The Senate last week stopped what 
looked like one of such appointments, 
insisting that the appointee must not go 
near the office unless the red chamber 
gives its nods. Indeed, there are numerous 
mere “otimkpus” whereas an infinitesimal 
number of the population belongs to the 
group of “ndi-oriri”. 

As the APC government clocks two 
today, a good number of those who voted 
for the party in 2015 have lost their jobs; 
many have slipped into serious poverty 
occasioned by poor management of the 
economy by government.   

INEC officials) just allocated 5 percent to APC”. 
Ngige is not a stranger to the plight of the 

South East in Nigeria since after the civil war; 
as a politician he should know better that at the 
time of the election, the people (who had bought 
wholesale huge lies and deceit sold to them by 
Goodluck Jonathan, who they erroneously 
branded as Ebele Azikiwe), were still operating 
on the principle of “the devil you know…” 

The minister should not begin to celebrate 
simply because he and his household are com-
fortable in this government, the question to 
ask is, is Ngige really in the inner caucus of the 
Buhari administration? Is he not being looked at 
mischievously by those who believe they have 
more stake in government than he does? 

I think what the likes of Ngige should be do-
ing in government should be to always table the 
accumulated plights of Ndigbo before govern-
ment and appeal to their conscience by asking 
a simple question, 

“if you were treated the way Ndigbo are 
being treated would you like it?” But as long as 
they continue to pick dangerous stones for the 
enemies’ catapults against his kinsmen, they will 
discover that at the end of the day they are on 
the wrong side of history.  

lecturers speaking “lies in hypocrisy” 
about how to wipe out corruption in Nige-
ria. These talk shows amount to nothing 
at the end of the day. And they take all of 
us for a ride. But we know when we are 
being insulted!

he did not know the details of Buhari’s 
ailment. 

He also claimed that Buhari “has contin-
ued some levels of meetings and has been 
able to play some roles.” If the Acting Presi-
dent Yemi Osinbajo is “efficient” as noted 
but Kachikwu, then what sorts of meetings 
must Buhari be holding in London? 

Do we have two presidents at the same 
time? Why do we delight in stoking con-
troversy and causing confusion all over 
the place? It appears a lot of wheeling and 
dealing is really going on somewhere. And 
it is all to the detriment of the country.

49-day medical sojourn in the UK, he had 
largely remained inactive. His continuous 
absence at the weekly Federal Executive 
Council (FEC) meeting exposed the serious-
ness of his infirmity. So, at the time he left 
Nigeria two weeks ago, he was already in 
bad shape. Now, having transmitted power 
to an acting president, what type of work 
would he be doing from his sick bed as 
claimed by Kachikwu? 

The minister who claimed that his prin-
cipal is working from London disappointed 
me when he acknowledged however, that 
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87 stepreneurs in catering & confectionery get starter packs in Delta

I
n Delta State, 87 en-
trepreneurs have col-
lected starter packs as 
caterers.

Items given to each 
of the beneficiaries included 
one electric mixer (Master 
Chef), Chaffing Dish –Hoff-
ner 9 litres, Deep Freezer 
– Thermocool 140 litres as 
non-refundable job creation 

grants.
Others included Gas 

Oven (fabricated oven 
with one cooker), one 12kg 
Gas Cylinder, one Double 
Burner (fabricated), one 
Iceman Cooler (big 60 litres), 
one potato cutter, one non-
stick pan, one kitchen scale. 
Each got was also given 
N16,500 and N6,500 for 
purchase one Cast Pot (35 
gallons) and one cast frying 
pan (70 litres) respectively, 

the amount which was 
included in the cash allow-
ance of N123,000 given 
them as micro-credit. They 
would also be given three 
months stipend of N30,000 
on confirmation of business 
start-up.

The entrepreneurs 
otherwise known as ste-
preneurs were given the 
starter packs for the estab-
lishment of Catering and 
Confectionery Business 

under the Skills Training 
Entrepreneurship Pro-
gramme (STEP) of the state 
government after a three 
months training.

The state government 
which is behind the scheme 
says it is hopeful of a har-
vest of entrepreneurial 
ambassadors following its 
delivery of starter packs to 
87 entrepreneurs in cater-
ing and confectioneries.

Speaking while hand-
ing out the starter packs to 
the stepreneurs, the Chief 
Job Creation Officer of the 
state, Eric Eboh, a profes-

sor, said the beneficiaries 
were the last set of the 
three months category of 
the 2016 Cycle of Stepre-
neurs and that they had 
been confirmed for the 
starter packs.

He expressed the state 
government’s hope to have 
a harvest of entrepreneurial 
ambassadors. “We hope to 
succeed with you.  What 
we expect from you is noth-
ing but success”, he said.

Mary Iyasere, commis-
sioner for Trade and Com-
merce, had in her speech 
told them to count them-

selves lucky, adding that 
they should be glad that 
they were trained and em-
powered free of charge.

She urged them to main-
tain cleanliness and good 
working relationship to-
wards their clients. She 
told them to supervise their 
works themselves as well 
as deliver their products by 
themselves by good super-
vision.

Iyasere urged them to 
plough back profit to sustain 
and grow their businesses 
so that they would be good 
ambassadors of the state.

Campari rewards distributors with 
all-expense paid trip to S/Africa

B
arely two months 
after giving out 
cash prizes of be-
tween N3.5 mil-

lion and N5 million to 
three sales partners, Cam-
pari, the international 
premium bitters liqueur 
company, is rewarding 
four lucky distributors 
of its brand who won big 
in its recent ‘Display and 
Win Promotion’ with an 
all-expense paid trip to 
South Africa, in company 
of Brand Ambassador, 
2Face Idibia.

Campari is an alcoholic 
liqueur with a rich infu-
sion of herbs and fruits 
that has been globally 
recognised for 157 years 
and has stood the test of 

time with its one-of-a-kind 
taste and excellent cocktail 
mix value.

R i l w a n  S h o f u n d e , 
Brand Manager, Campari, 
while speaking on the 
essence of the trip said, 
“Campari has always been 
known to reward loyalty 
and hard work, and this 
trip is one way to show 
our distributors some ap-
preciation. Last year, we 
were also in Milan with 
2baba to visit the home of 
Campari. We truly love 
creating these amazing 
experiences for our con-
sumers, distributors and 
partners.”

The South African trip 
includes visits to famous 
sites in and around Jo-

hannesburg such as the 
Nelson Mandela National 
Museum located in Or-
lando West, Soweto. This 
national heritage was 
where Nelson Mandela 
lived between 1946 to 
1962. Coincidentally, it is 
only a short distance up 
the road from Tutu House, 
the home of Archbishop 
Emeritus Desmond Tutu, 
another iconic anti-apart-
heid campaigner.

For the lucky winners, 
Valentine Udechukwu 
from Anambra,  Louis 
Nwafor from Onitsha, Nji-
ka Uchenna Emmanuel, 
going on a trip to South 
Africa with their favourite 
artist, 2Baba was an expe-
rience of a lifetime.

US provides $9.5m assistance to ensure good health 
of pregnant women, under-five kids

Reps probe sale of National Defence College quarters to individuals

T
he United States, 
through the U.S. 
Agency for Interna-
tional Development 

(USAID), has provided an 
additional $9.5 million to 
the UN’s World Food Pro-
gramme (WFP) to ensure 
more than 175,000 mothers 
and children under five do 
not suffer from malnutri-
tion during this year’s rainy 
season in Nigeria, in com-
memoration of the World 
Milk Day 2017.

The grant from USAID’s 
Health, Population, and Nu-
trition Office, is to improve 
ongoing support for the hu-
manitarian assistance in Ni-

geria by its Office of Foreign 
Disaster Assistance (OFDA) 
and Food for Peace (FFP), 
and seeks to bridge a fund-
ing shortfall announced by 
WFP late last month.

The grant will fund a 
blanket supplementary 
feeding program to pro-
tect the nutrition status of 
children aged six months 
to five years and lactating 
women in Internally Dis-
place People (IDP) camps and 
host communities of Borno 
State through provision of 
specialised nutritious foods.

Stephen Haykin, USAID/
Nigeria Mission director, said 
the support will reach nine 

areas where the needs of 
mothers and their children 
are worse hit.

“In response to the call 
by WFP to meet a severe 
funding shortfall, USAID 
is pleased to play a part in 
making sure that the most 
vulnerable of those im-
pacted by the Boko Haram 
conflict are taken care of,” 
he said. 

The assistance will help 
WFP reach an additional 
110,000 children under five 
and 65,000 pregnant and 
nursing mothers with special-
ised nutritious food commod-
ities in 9 Local Government 
Areas (LGA) in Borno State.

Institute of Directors tasks members on 
nation building, celebrates 34th anniversary

T
he Institute of 
Directors Nige-
ria recently cel-
ebrated its 34th 

anniversary with a call 
on members and fellows 
of  the institute to b e 
more committed to na-
tion building as industry 
leaders amidst the dedica-
tion of its new national 
secretariat located at in 
Ikoyi, Lagos.

Samuel Yemi Akeju, 
president/chairman of 
Council, Institute of Direc-
tors, in his opening address 
at the ceremony said: “The 
establishment of Insti-
tute of Directors Nigeria 
commenced in 1982 and 
was formally launched 
on Tuesday, May 17, 1983 
through the efforts of the 
founding chairman, the 

late Anofi Guobadia, and 
other eminent co-founders 
of the Institute, including 
Olutoyin Olakunri, and 
the late Ali Baba”.

Speaking further on the 
achievement of the Insti-
tute since inception, Akeju 
said the it had grown in 
leaps and bounds since 
its early days to highlight 
the partnership with the 
Office of the Head of Civil 
Service of the Federation 
to train permanent sec-
retaries who have served 
the country for over 30 
years as key achievement, 
and the ongoing process of 
acquiring chartered status 
for the Institute.

“The dedication of the 
new secretariat building 
will offer more facilities 
that will enable the Insti-
tute reach out to its com-
munity,” he said.

Olutoyin Olakunri, the 

second president and first 
female President of the 
Institute in her remarks, 
said members had rallied 
to ensure the success of 
the Institute since incep-
tion. “It was self help all 
the way. We knew that we 
had come into the business 
community and there was 
no other way but to move 
forward,” she said.

Femi Ekundayo, an-
other past president said 
the founding leaders of 
the Institute contributed 
their time and material 
resources to keep the In-
stitute together.

H e  h o w e ve r  u r g e s 
members and Nigerians 
generally to appreciate the 
efforts of those in leader-
ship. “Our leaders have 
laboured and toiled so we 
need to appreciate them 
for all they have done,” 
he said.

Stories by SEYI JOHN SALAU

Mr. Akin Iroko, F.IoD, Former DG/CEO, IoD Nigeria; Past President, Mr. Femi Ekundayo, DF.IoD; Doyen of 
Past Presidents, Chief (Mrs.) Olutoyin Olakunri, DF.IoD; President/Chairman of Council, Mr. Samuel Yemi 
Akeju, F.IoD; Second Vice President, Chief Chris Okunowo, F.IoD and Acting DG /CEO, Mr. Mohammed 
Jumba, M.IoD cutting the cake in commemoration of the 34th anniversary of IoD Nigeria recently

MERCY ENOCH, Asaba

T
he House of Repre-
sentatives has com-
menced investiga-
tion into the sale of 

National Defence College 
(NDC) quarters, Apo-Abuja 
and the status of undevel-
oped allotted plots across 
the Federal Capital Territory 
(FCT).

The Committee chaired 
by Herman Hembe (APC-
Benue) was also mandated 
to take measures geared 
towards enforcing the terms 
and conditions for such 
grant and allotment and 
establish the identity and 
ownership of properties in 
the highbrow areas of the 
FCT, Abuja’.

The House Speaker, 

Yakubu Dogara while de-
claring the hearing organized 
by the Herman Hembe-led 
House Committee on FCT 
open enjoined stakeholders 
to take advantage of the law-
making process to provide 
information and materials 
that will guide the committee 
in its legislative work.

He said: “In the law-mak-
ing process, public hear-

ing is the only stage in the 
development process of a 
bill or motion that affords 
the public the opportunity 
of providing information 
that will stimulate interests 
of citizens leading to their 
participation and contribu-
tions in the process of law-
making.

“It is also a platform 
where interests and opin-

ions are articulated and ag-
gregated to form the basis 
for making good law and 
policy for the betterment of 
the larger society.”

Dogara said: “Sections 4, 
60, 89 and 297-303 of the 
Constitution of the Fed-
eral Republic of Nigeria, 1999 
(as amended) and inherent 
powers of the House Com-
mittee on Federal Capital 

Territory (FCT), as stated in 
Order 18, Rule 34, are the le-
gal instruments that would 
guide this public hearing.

“Specifically, Section 
297(2) of the Constitution 
provides that the ownership 
of all lands comprised in the 
Federal Capital Territory, 
Abuja shall vest in the Gov-
ernment of the Federal Re-
public of Nigeria”, he added.

KEHINDE AKINTOLA, Abuja
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3i-Infotech reiterates commitment to business 
transformation of insurance industry

L
eading insur-
ance software 
solutions com-
pany, 3i-Info-
te ch Ltd,  has 

reiterated its commit-
ment to the service of 
the insurance industry 
and practice in the coun-
try through provision of 
core insurance applica-

the digital platform in 
terms of the mobility, the 
B2B portal, B2C portal, 
the business intelligence 
and the document man-
agement workflow, add-
ing that the entire work 
process of an insurance 
company is automated by 
PREMIA.

The forum was attend-
ed by insurance industry 
stakeholders, top-level 
and mid-level executives 
drawn from leading in-
surance companies in-
cluding Royal Exchange 
Assurance Company, Law 
Union and Rock Insur-
ance, Cornerstone Insur-
anc e,  FBN Insuranc e, 
WAPIC and Zenith Insur-
ance, among others.

try to take corrective mea-
sures on them, as well as 
to announce new develop-
ments around PREMIA and 
what’s on offer in terms of 
after-sales support.

According to him, PRE-
MIA offers end-to-end 
business process of life 
and non-life insurance 
companies, including tra-
ditional and takaful cover-
ing underwriting, claims, 
re-insurance and financial 
accounting along with 
the digital platform keep-
ing an eye on the future 
demands of the industry.

Snehal D esai ,  vic e-
president, global sales, 
Middle East and Africa, 
3i-Infotech, explained 
that the PREMIA 11 has 
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E
x p e r t s  h a v e 
stressed the need 
for businesses to 
understand the 

economic climate of the 
areas they operate in as 
well as leverage tech-
nology in order to foster 
improvements in c ore 
business processes and 
create the required flow 
for market acquisition.

The experts who gath-
ered at a breakfast meet-
ing organised by SPNS 
Consulting in Lagos re-
cently also emphasized 
the need for businesses 
to have structures to en-
able them run a consis-
tent race.

The breakfast meeting 
had the theme ‘Managing 
business rules for busi-
ness profitability within 
a challenging economy’, 
with ‘The benefits and 
restrictive capacity of 
business rules and its 
effe cts  on developing 
and driving a pro c ess 
innovation-based organ-
isation’ as a sub-theme.

Tunji Oyebanji, CEO, 
Mobil Oil Nigeria and 
chairman of the event, 
while encouraging par-
ticipating businesses to 
map out strategies to sur-
vive Nigeria’s challeng-
ing e c onomic climate, 
said Nigeria has human 
capital that can be put 
to good use. He added 
that technology is a great 

Experts seek ways to foster improved 
business processes, profitability

enabler, saying, “It is the 
simple answer to many 
things.”

Debo Adebayo, CEO, 
SPNS Consulting, in his 
pres entation charge d 
o r g a n i s at i o n s  t o  u n -
derstand the economic 
climate and its  effe ct 
on businesses, conduct 
pro duct analysis on a 
regular basis to gauge 
pro duct  p erformanc e 
against similar brands, 
and also work on observ-
ing and making decisions 
based on economic and 
behavioural shifts with 
special focus on policies, 
whether internal or ex-
ternal.

“When you meet cus-
tomers’ needs their own 
way,  you b e c ome the 
preferred,” he said.

Lere Baale, CEO, Busi-
ness School Netherlands, 
Nigeria, who led discus-
sants at the panel session, 
captured people’s per-
ception of the recession 
in the acronym VUCAR, 
saying while some see it 
as a time of “volatility, 
uncertainty, complex-
ity, ambiguity and risk”, 
others see it as a time to 
add “value, uniqueness, 
creativity, adaptability 
and rewards”.

Baale also pointed out 
four key factors in the 
alignment of strategy, 
structure and system 
in running a suc c ess-
ful business to include 
go o d quality pro duct, 
good marketing process 

We remain committed to Nigeria’s 
socio-economic development – BATN

T
he British Ameri-
can Tobacco Ni-
g e r i a  ( B A T N ) 
has reiterated its 

commitment to the socio-
economic development 
of Nigeria through its sig-
nificant investments in 
the local manufacturing 
industry to support liveli-
hoods and its sustainable 
development initiatives 
in the agricultural sector.

This declaration made 
by Freddy Messanvi, le-
gal and external affairs 
director, BAT West Af-
rica, comes as the World 
H e a l t h  O r g a n i s at i o n 
(WHO) launches its World 
No Tobacco Day (WNTD) 
campaign for the year, 
themed ‘Tobacco: A Threat 
to Development’.

“We are one of the lead-
ing industry manufactur-
ers in Nigeria with initial 
investments of over $150 
million in our Ibadan fac-
tory and Zaria operations,” 
said Messanvi.

“We believe in the huge 
potentials of the non-oil 
sector and as one of the 
nation’s non-oil foreign 
exchange earners,  we 
support about 350,000 to 
400,000 livelihoods di-
rectly and indirectly while 
building local capacity of 
our employees by expos-
ing them to international 
best practices in environ-
mental health and safety, 
corporate governance, 
standards of business con-
duct, principles of engage-
ment, among others,” he 
said.

Messanvi noted that 
BATN has been making 
significant strides in the 
agricultural sector with 
the support of farmers 
through an extensive 
world-class backward in-
tegration model that also 
encourages alternative 
food cropping programmes 
with growers, adding that 

these measures adequately 
combat smoking activity in 
a manner which is propor-
tionate, not duplicating or 
contradicting existing laws, 
and does not unjustifiably 
limit any rights or objec-
tives,” he said. 

“It is important to note 
that for regulation to be 
effective; regulation must 
be very clear in terms of 
its set objectives to re-
duce the health impact of 
tobacco and should not 
leave the market open to 
illicit trading activities 
which ultimately become 
a threat to development,” 
he further said.

Messanvi noted that 
as a responsible organ-
isation, BAT would con-
tinue to abide by all laws 
of the country it operates 
in and would support the 
effective implementation 
of the Tobacco Control 
Act through practicable 
regulations with a positive 
contribution of setting a 
new global benchmark in 
tobacco control.

the model has been stud-
ied and replicated by other 
key stakeholders and in-
dustry players in Nigeria.

He further remarked 
that through the compa-
ny’s independent charity, 
the BATN Foundation, it 
facilitates livelihood initia-
tives that focus on the de-
velopment of smallholder 
food crop farmers residing 
in rural communities. This 
critical role, he noted, sup-
ports the attainment of the 
United Nation’s Sustain-
able Development Goals 
(SDG) to eradicate poverty, 
hunger and encourage the 
supply of potable water.

“With our strong ties in 
Nigeria and long-standing 
commitment to develop-
ment, we believe in the val-
ue of a balanced, workable 
and evidence-based regu-
latory framework, which 
has been our position since 
2015. Our objective ensures 
the effective implemen-
tation of reasonable and 
practical tobacco control 
measures, provided that 

tion with cutting-edge 
technology.

Saurav Verma, 3i-Info-
tech assistant vice-presi-
dent & regional business 
leader for West Africa, at 
a stakeholders’ forum or-
ganized by the company 
in Lagos, tagged ‘PREMIA 
Conclave’, said the com-
pany’s PREMIA range 

of software solutions is 
tailor-made for the insur-
ance industry, adding that 
there are more than 120 
plus customers globally 
using PREMIA applica-
tion with more than 50 
customers in the Africa 
region.

“There are many ap-
plications in the market 

but PREMIA is the market 
leader as far as Africa 
and the Middle East are 
concerned. 3i-Infotech is 
a global information tech-
nology company based 
in India and we have a 
lot of domain expertise, 
required tool and skill set 
for rapid project imple-
mentation. PREMIATM 
is our flagship product 
for insurance vertical,” 
he said.

Verma said the ‘PRE-
MIA Conclave’ was part 
of the company’s commit-
ment to the growth and 
development of insurance 
practice in the country, 
a platform to bring all its 
customers under one roof 
to listen to their issues and 

MABEL DIMMA

...as SPNS Consulting holds breakfast meeting
to recruit customers, and 
operations, stressing that 
once the business attains 
a high level of demand, 
operations must expand 
and also there is a need to 
design a loyalty scheme.

Organisations, he said, 
need to work as a team 
and understand the clar-
ity of any c ountry in 
which they operate be-
cause no two countries 
are the same.

H a k e e m  A d e n i j i -
Adele, director, public 
sector business, Micro-
soft Nigeria, decried that 
Nigeria was currently 
ranked 169 among 190 
economies in the ease 
of doing business index 
ranking, even lower than 
countries with minimal 
resources at their dispos-
al. He urged government 
and organisations to au-
tomate because business-
es succeed when there 
are reputable outcomes.

Other speakers at the 
event – including Olu-
femi Awoyemi, founder/
CEO Proshare Nigeria 
Li m i te d ,  a n d  C h a rle s 
Ugwu, director, profes-
s i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t , 
CIPM Nigeria – lent their 
voices to the discourse.

Highlight of the event 
was the pres entation 
of the Business Process 
and Performance Review 
Magazine, a bi-monthly 
publication of SPNS Con-
sulting, by the chairman 
of the o c casion, Tunji 
Oyebanji.

Freddy Messanvi
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Dufil Prima out to inspire social consciousness 
among next generation youths

while the Intellectual Brav-
ery category will recognize 
children with innate abil-
ity and have performed 
remarkably despite physi-
cal, mental, emotional or 
financial limitations.

Shedding more light 
on the selection process, 
Ashiwaju explained that 
the search and nomina-
tion process is largely re-
searched based with the 
aim to source for heroic 
stories, hence the need 
to commission an inde-
pendent research agency 
working on the field in 
select locations across the 
six geopolitical zones fol-
lowed by the screening of 
the stories based on crite-
ria which will lead to the 
verification of the selected 
stories with simulation to 
aid Judges selection for the 
finalists. He however stated 
that at no point does the 
company have any form of 
influence on the selection 
process which makes it a 
completely independent 
process.

Applauding the initia-
tive, Barrister Daomi, father 
of one of the 2016 winners, 
Babatimeleyin Daomi ex-
pressed appreciation to 
Dufil Prima Foods Plc for 
awarding his son and said 
that the cash scholarship 
has been judiciously used 
for the son’s educational 
advancement. He further 
urged the Nigerian Govern-
ment to encourage Dufil 
on this initiative to make it 
more distinct in the interest 
of the Nigerian child.

the laudable initiative is go-
ing to be grand as the com-
pany is set to award edu-
cational scholarship worth 
the sum of over 10million 
naira to the heroes that will 
emerge during this year’s 
award ceremony.

Speaking on the Award 
Categories, Ashiwaju ex-
plained that the Physical 
Bravery category will ac-
knowledge kids who at 
great personal risk, saved 
lives or by their actions 
prevent extensive damage 
to property or others. He 
added that the Social Brav-
ery category will celebrate 
kids who work against 
social evils such as child 
marriage, illiteracy and 
environmental concerns 
etc. in a sustained manner 

A
s part of its 
strategic steps 
t o  i n s p i r e 
youths to em-
brace social 

responsibility spirit, Dufil 
Prima Foods Plc, has an-
nounced the kick-off of the 
10th edition of its Indomie 
Independence Day Award 
(IIDA)

The award is geared to-
wards the recognition of 
children who have against 
all odds exhibited extraor-
dinary acts of bravery in 
the face of danger/societal 
challenges.

Deepak Singhal, Group 
managing director, Dufil 
Prima Foods Plc, said: “This 
year’s edition of the award 
will mark the 10th year of 
the noble initiative which 
has affected lives of many 
Nigerian Children.

Singhal, who was repre-
sented by the Head of Mar-
keting, Indomie, Manpreet 
Singh, disclosed that as a 
way of commemorating 
the 10th year edition of the 
award, 10 winners will be 
rewarded with millions of 
naira worth of scholarship 
as against the usual three 
winners in previous edi-
tions. “This means that, 10 
winners will be awarded 
from the three categories 
of the award - Physical 
bravery, Social bravery and 
Intellectual bravery.”

According to him, “So 
far, a total of 27 children 
have received the award 

and have had their names 
engraved in gold in our hall 
of fame as heroes of Nigeria 
and we are about to start 
the process of discovering 
the next set of 10 heroic 
children for the Indomie 
Independence Day Award 
for Heroes of Nigeria which 
holds in October this year.”

He added that “The ini-
tiative is in line with the 
core values and deep rooted 
belief of our company and 
the brand, that every child 
indeed possesses an innate 
ability to achieve greatness. 
This, we want to develop 
and encourage as a brand.”

Tope Ashiwaju, Group 
Public Relations and Events 
Manager, pointed out that 
the 2017 edition which 
marks the 10th edition of 

KELECHI EWUZIE
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W
ho are the 
custodians 
of Ideas, in 
whose do-

main are concepts and 
innovations?

Looking at the world 
in general, the sophistica-
tion of systems that are 
running the world, the 
beautiful things of var-
ied style and excellence. 
They all seem to be out 
of this world. Exotic cars, 
magnificent buildings 
that dot the planet earth, 
great and awesome in-
ventions.

Many a time we are 
tempted to believe the 
designs that make these 
possible are from another 
planet. And if for whatev-
er reason we are tempted 
to believe whether this 
could come from human, 
we are almost sure they 
are from another race – 
they are super human.

These and many other 
questions go through our 
minds, and it has not al-
lowed us recognize or 
identify what makes the 
world tick.

Here you are, you are 
born into a world that 
looks like Nigeria. You 
were b orn by parents 
that were either poor or 
barely surviving.

You never enjoye d 
what they call good life 
or opulence of any kind. 
They struggled to pay 
your school fees, your 
mother was a petty trad-
er, and you needed to 
work all your life to earn 
a living even while grow-
ing up.

With all of these inci-
dents in your kitty, it is 
natural for you to have 
a warped understanding 
of the source of ideas, or 
what makes for innova-
tion. Life has dealt us so 
much blow, we have be-
come so concussed, that 
it can never occur to us 
the place or origin of ideas 
and innovation.

Until we get to a point 
where we are at home 
w i t h  u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
about who a believer is, 
where a believer is, what 
a believer has, the scenar-
io painted above would 
always be our interpreta-

mary reservoir of ideas, 
concepts and innovation.

Scriptures says that 
our body is the “temple 
of the Holy Ghost…” (1Cor. 
6:19),  who is the Holy 
Ghost, what is His mis-
sion? John 14:26 says “he 
shall teach you all things 
and give you a glimpse of 
the future” (paraphrased).

The presence of the 
Holy Spirit inside of you 
has made your past ir-
relevant. The new birth 
(being born again) has 
brought relevance and 
meaning into your life – 
you have become the gen-
erator of ideas, concepts, 
etc. like no other. What 
were once mesmerising 
to you, what you thought 
were far from you, or 
does not belong to you 
has always been in you 
all along but you never 
knew.

To seal it and make 
you gasp for breath, 1 
Cor. 2:9 say “what you 
have always seen, appre-
ciated but attributed to 
others, those things that 
were too much for you to 
comprehend, that were 
larger than life that you 
can perceive and touch, 
have paled in comparison 
to what He has begun to 
do in you and through 
you now that you know 
(paraphrased)”.

That it is there and 
you never knew does not 
make it work. That you 
knew and you acted on 
it opens the windows of 
ideas, concepts, etc to you.

From this moment on-
ward as a believer in Je-
sus, every idea that come 
from you (s crutinis e d 
through the eye of the 
word of God) is as good as 
the best of ideas that you 
have ever seen or heard 
of and better.

Your years of wasted 
ideas and concepts are 
over in Jesus name. So 
you go ahead and give 
Holy Ghost work to do 
and make our heavenly 
Father proud. Never dis-
regard those thoughts, 
those promptings, and 
those ideas anymore.

They are heaven sent. 
ACT!

Remain blessed as you 
maximise your blessing.

Generators of ideas

Actolog trains Nigerian engineers on managing UPS for elevators

tion and that means we 
automatically miss it.

 Many a time what 
we experience in life are 
orchestrated by enemy of 
life (our adversary – the 
Devil) and the alternate 
outcome is to leave us 
confused and concussed.

As a believer, irrespec-
tive of your background, 
circumstances, issues of 
life, you remain the pri-

D
etermined to en-
sure the smooth 
running of el-
evators and oth-

er industrial loads in the 
country, Actolog Limited, 
a Lagos-based Power and 
ICT Environment solutions 
company, has empowered 
25 Nigerian engineers with 
training on how to resolve 
the challenge which the re-
generative drive in modern 
elevators poses to the UPS 
that sustains the function of 
these elevators.

The two-day training 
which held at  Protea Hotel, 
Victoria Island, was facili-
tated by Actolog which flew 
in the UPS Design Repair 
Manager, Mehmet Celikel, 
from its partners, Makelesan 
UPS, Istanbul, Turkey, to 
train the engineers on de-
signs, installation, servicing 
and repairs of UPS that will 

be able to hold the excess 
energy discharged by the 
elevator during its descent. 

Celikel was accompa-
nied to the training by the 
company’s Regional Man-
ager, Africa and Middle 
East, Selcuk Kapseloglu.  
The engineers’ skills were 
also sharpened on “trouble-
shooting, after-sales support 
and maintenance”.

John Akadu, managing 
director of Actolog Limited, 
explained that his company 
was driven by series of feed-
back from elevator owners in 
Nigeria, to invite its partners 
to hold the training for their 
technicians and engineers on 
the best management tech-
niques for their elevators.   
He noted that “these conven-
tional UPS would shut down 
temporarily or permanently, 
depending on the intensity of 
the energy dropped by the 

elevator, during such energy 
feedback,” adding that such 
“could cause some negative 
consequences on the load.”

According to him, “a solu-
tion was found to this chal-
lenge by Actolog and a set of 
UPS was deployed last year 
to a leading elevator service 
company in Nigeria as a Proof 
of Concept (POC), and the test 
on one of their facilities came 
out with excellent result.”

“The trainer had worked 
with the Russians and other 
countries in Europe and Asia 
in resolving similar chal-
lenge. He was able to offer 
a global perspective to the 
challenge as well as provide 
comparative data on the 
problem of modern regenera-
tive drives. It was discovered 
during the training that the 
energy feedback measured 
by the Nigerian engineers in 
their various installations are 

far less than that which were 
measured in other locations 
globally, thus the consensus  
that the solution was even 
more reliable to resolve the 
Nigerian challenge than pre-
viously envisaged,” Akadu 
explained.

He further said that Ac-
tolog Limited is well posi-
tioned to provide this solu-
tion to elevator companies 
and other users in Nigeria. In 
his words, “this solution will 
give peace of mind to install-
ers of UPS for elevators.  Our 
clients can be rest assured 
that if there are any chal-
lenges during the lifespan of 
the UPS, there were enough 
hands locally to handle the 
challenges.”   Actolog is also 
committed to keeping stock 
of critical spares to ensure 
that the turnaround time 
of UPS repair is kept at the 
minimum, he said.

Deepak Singhal
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Preservative methods against food poisoning

 Baj e is Nige r ian first Fo od 
Technologist in the media

A
ccording to the World 
Health Organisation 
(WHO) at least 600 
million people, or 1 
in 10 worldwide, fall 

ill from contaminated food each 
year and 420,000 die, many of 
them young children. That was as 
at December 3, 2015.

 Coming home to Nigeria more 
than 200,000 persons die of food 
poison in the country annually. 
That is quoting Premium Times 
of May 23, 2017. Specialists speak 
on the need for sensitisation to 
prevent food poisoning.

 The warning was given by 
a professor of food science and 
technology, Alfred Ihenkuronye. 
That warning is timely.  Generally, 
edible plants and animals, eaten 
either fresh or cooked are a com-
bination of complex bio-chemical 
compounds needed for growth, 
sustainable energy, repair of worn-
out or damaged body cells and 
general health. They are made up 

of water, carbohydrates, proteins, 
mineral ions, vital vitamins and 
protective phyto- chemicals to dif-
ferent degrees.

But they are susceptible to food 
contamination by the activities 
and intrusion of pests, yeast, mold, 
bacteria, viruses, some of which 
could be poisonous to the human 
body. Food should therefore, be 
adequately protected from dust, 
smoke, excess heat and water. 
Apart from the deliberate evil act 
of the addition of poisonous sub-
stance (cyanide), contamination 
due to careless or poor post-harvest 
handling result in food poisoning. 
Others include faulty, inadequate 
storage and preservation tech-
niques, packaging, transportation 
and cooking methods.

 The most common symptoms 
of food poisoning include vomiting, 
persistent headache, abdominal 
cramps, nausea, shivering, suffoca-
tion and eventually death. Though 
food poisoning is a global phenom-
enon it is however, more common 
in developing countries. Interest-
ingly, animals are less susceptible 
to poisoning because of their keen 
sense of smell.

It is necessary to look at differ-
ent categories of food based on 
their pH, as under-listed:

HIGH -ACID FOOD: These 
include jam, orange, tomato and 
lemon.

LOW ACID FOOD: Milk, meat, 
fish, poultry, vegetables fall into 
this category.

NON-ACID: These are eggs, sea 
food, shrimps and crayfish.

Agents of food poisoning, their 
effects and preventive measures 
include the following:

Clostridium botulinum bacte-
rium causes botulism. It is most 

dangerous because it survives 
in the absence of oxygen. It also 
survives heat as the spores are 
heat-resistant.

The debilitating effects include 
dilation of eye pupils, having 
double vision, paralysis of facial 
muscles, difficulty in swallowing, 
Others are the paralysis of lung 
and chest muscles, and breathing 
difficulty leading to cardiac(heart) 
arrest and death within 36 hours 
without proper medical attention.

Staphylococcus aureus bacte-
rium is responsible for some one-
quarter of food-borne diseases. 
The symptoms come in a rapid 
onset which is usually 1–6 hours. 
These are nausea, explosive vomit-
ing for up to 24 hours, abdominal 
cramps/pain, headache, weakness, 
diarrhea and usually a subnormal 
body temperature.

Salmonella bacterium often 
attack dairy products and cooked 
food. It releases toxin that causes 
shock within minutes as well as 
headache, shivering, prostration, 
vomiting and diarrhea.

Effective preventive preserva-
tion methods:

Generally fruits should not be 
eaten without thorough washing 
while all the diseased and injured 
ones have to be discarded.

Dehydration is a method that 
simply means the removal of water 
which could provide the breed-
ing ground for the pathogenic 
(disease-causing) microbes. The 
methods include heating, draining 
or squeezing out the water. Prod-
ucts such as yam, garri and rice 
enjoy longer shelf life. That means 
they take some time to get spoilt. 
While garri could last between six 
weeks to six months, rice can last 
for upward of six months.

Pasteurisation means the ap-
plication of heat to degrees less 
than 100 degrees Celsius at 1 At-
mospheric Pressure. This method 
is mostly applied to milk, ice cream, 
beer, wine, canned and bottled 
fruit juices for specific holding 
times. For instance, beer is at 60 de-
grees Celsius for 30 minutes, wine 
at 82 degrees Celsius for 1 minute.

The aim is to destroy the veg-
etative cells of bacteria, molds 
and yeast. Vegetative cells are 
destroyed  degrees between 50 and 
60.Yeast spores are destroyed at 
97 degrees Celcius. Also, enzymes 
which can cause off-flavour and 
off- colour are inactivated. Patho-
gens are got rid off while taste, 
flavor and texture are retained.  
Pasteurized food should be eaten 
within months.

Pasteurization takes care of 
Mycobacterium tuberculosea  and 
effective against Q-fever. All these 
methods are to guarantee food 
safety from poisoning.

For non-acid foods such as eggs, 
sea food, shrimp and crayfish heat-
ing to boil destroys even so called 
heat-resistant spores.

Freeing is the best method to 
inactivate spoilage microbes for 
meat, chicken, fish and milk. It 
retards chemical reactions and 
enzyme action. Therefore, frozen 
chicken has a shelf life of up to 10 
months, smoked fish for between 
two to four months, fruit juice for 
six months  and hard cheeses for 
eight months.

Notes for food handlers
The safety of millions of people 

all over the world is in the hands 
of food handlers, especially those 
who cook, serve, preserve, trans-
port, market  and take care of 
their storage. This set of people 

should maintain high standard of 
personal hygiene.

As a rule they must never en-
gage in coughing, picking of nose, 
spitting and handling of dirty cur-
rencies. They should wash their 
hands frequently. They should 
avoid cooking with aluminum 
pots and pans or those that are 
broken or rusty. They should 
evacuate canned and tinned food 
completely as remnants could be 
easily contaminated.

Canned foods should be 
warmed in oil not water. Frozen 
foods can still be contaminated 
if it smells bad. Avoid meat that 
turns pink in the middle as they 
may be contaminated. Cook such 
until they turn brownish or pink-
ish brown. Avoid mouldy fruits 
especially groundnut as they may 
be contaminated by  Aspergillus  
that contains carcinogens known 
as aflatoxins. Also, avoid vegetables 
with poultry drippings because of 
bacteria.

Other things to avoid include 
tinned tomato with black, rusty 
ring exposed to air; potatoes with 
greenish cast as they contain 
solanine that can cause gastro-
intestinal disorder. Avoid eggs with 
cracked shells because of bacteria 
and those with watery egg-white. 
Cooked rice left after two hours 
should be avoided. Heat to 87.5 
degrees Celsius.

Food poisoning is on the in-
crease, not only in Nigeria but 
globally. But prevention is wiser, 
cheaper and safer than cure. Your 
food safety is right there in your 
hands.

How Human Resource management benefits small businesses (2)
tion and that they are competitive 
enough to attract, and keep, good 
employees; develop and com-
municate employee and business 
policies, in other words develop an 
employee handbook.

 For example, samples of em-
ployee handbook policies may 
include a conflict of interest policy, 
an overtime policy, safety pro-
cedures and expectations, and 
more. Develop clearly written and 
comprehensive job descriptions, 
as well as operating and/or job 
standards; understand the impact 
of conflict within your organisa-
tion, and develop conflict man-
agement strategies and conflict 
resolution methods specifically 
for your environment. Coach your 
employees on how to effectively 
use those strategies and methods; 
keep up-to-date with changing 
policies and ensure that you work 
on continuously improving your 
HR strategies - it is a lot of work 
but the people you employ, train 
and develop effectively will help 
your business be a success.

 The role of Human Resources 
- In all businesses, people are your 
most important resource and 
the most challenging to manage. 
And you need these resources 
for managing and operating your 
business effectively. People are not 
machines - they do not respond or 

react in a predictable or consistent 
manner.

In a small business, with one or 
more employees, you may wish 
to consider the advantages of out-
sourcing your HR needs and/or 
outsourcing some of your internal 
resource needs (to minimise the 
demands on your time).

There are many talented prac-
titioners and specialists who can 
provide you with the necessary 
support in key areas. If you would 
like more information or would 
like to be referred to someone who 
can help you in your business, con-
tact me (please provide details as 
you make the contact about what 
you had like help with).

The role of human resources 
in small business is to focus on 
developing the best of the people 
who are your human resources. 
You need to learn how to hire, 
train, coach and develop them to 
be significant contributors to your 
business. Not all business owners 
have developed these HR skills; if 
you need help, work with a busi-
ness mentor or coach.

For the success of your business, 
and its future growth potential, 
you need to include HR strategic 
planning in your overall business 
plan process. Your employees of-
ten have direct or indirect contact 
with your customers, suppliers and 

other stakeholders: you want them 
to be capable, customer-service 
focused and happy.

Increasing new employee suc-
cess - New employees have a better 
opportunity for success when you 
provide a strong orientation for 
them on day one. But follow up on 
that orientation, make sure that 
they understand what’s expected 
of them and that they have the 
training and the support to do well.

During the first week, set aside 
some time each day to check in 
with them and debrief; listen 
closely to what they have to say 
and see if they highlight areas of 
business or process improvement: 
sometimes new employees see 
things that existing staff just don’t 
see anymore.

Be sure to communicate prog-
ress and expected results regu-
larly. Provide a written summary 
performance review after the 
first month - not at the end of the 
probationary period - by then it 
may be too late. Make sure the 
summary provides both the good 
results and the areas for improve-
ment - with feedback on how that 
improvement can be achieved. 
Communicate the organisation’s 
plan for the future and how the 
employees contribute to those 
plans and mission.

Make sure that the culture of 

your organisation is one that at-
tracts the type of people you want 
working with you. Assess your 
environment objectively - or hire 
someone to come in and do an 
employee survey or assessment 
for you.

 Performance evaluation best 
practices - Provide feedback regu-
larly and consistently (and fre-
quently for new employees or 
those that appear to be struggling).

 Recognise good work openly 
and in front of others - Consider 
poor performance as an area for 
improvement: focus on only one 
or two improvement areas at a 
time. Provide employees with the 
opportunity for input into their 
evaluations - this should not be a 
one-way communication effort, 
rather it needs to be a two-way 
effort.

 If there are action items that 
come out of the performance 
evaluation, and typically there 
need to be some goals or actions in 
each evaluation, then follow up - do 
not wait for a year to go by to check 
in. For further details call on me for 
in-depth discussions, business ad-
visory services and training - send 
a message via WhatsApp or SMS..

- Nwaodu Lawrence Chukwue-
meka (Ideas Exchange Consulting).

 nwaodu.lawrence@hotmail.
co.uk  (07066375847).

Nwaodu Lawrence 
Chukwuemeka

IDEAS Exchange 
Consulting, Lagos.
     email - nwaodu.

lawrence@hotmail.co.uk
     Cell:   07066375847.

IDEAS 

C
ontinuing the discourse 
we started last week from 
where we stopped:

Use sample perfor-
mance evaluations to help write 
the appraisals: When applicable, 
try to promote from within your 
organisation and post jobs inter-
nally (and externally) - this helps 
employees see that there is a future 
with the business; develop a struc-
ture for employee compensation 
and benefits programs that are 
specific to your business needs 
and the industry you operate in; 
ensure that your benefits program, 
and HR policies, meet the legal re-
quirements in your area of opera-
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A
fter over thre e 
decades of dismal 
p erformanc e as 
the nation’s sec-
ondary mortgage 

institution something seeming-
ly interesting has started hap-
pening at the Federal Mortgage 
Bank of Nigeria (FMBN).

Set up in 1992 by the federal 
government as an interven-
tion in the country’s mortgage 
and housing sector, the story 
of FMBN has been that of low 
performance, especially in 
its supervisory role over the 
op erations of the National 
Housing Fund (NHF) which 
was also set up by the federal 
government as a vehicle for 
accessing low rate, single digit 
mortgage.

All these years, it has been a 
tale of woes for those who con-
tribute to NHF and have applied 
for housing loan through the 
fund. Apart from the tortuous 
process, most times, the funds 
are not available. But the nar-
rative has changed. For the first 
time in many years, the federal 
mortgage declared a 2016 full 
year surplus of N2.7 billion 
against a target of N1.5 billion. 
This is against the backdrop of 
yearly losses in the past five 
years.

The good news today is that 
the apex mortgage bank, from 
March 2015 to March 2017, 
within the purview of the NHF, 
granted 2,044 mortgage loans 
worth N15.205 billion and fa-
cilitated the construction of 
1,878 housing units funded with 
N10.417 billion.  Another good 

New dawn at the federal mortgage
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news is that the bank recently 
got approval for an amendment 
to the equity contribution pay-
ment process of prospective 
home owners to be capitalised 
over a period instead of being 
paid at once.

Though the new strides could 
be attributed to the commitment 
of the housing ministry to bring 
some life into the inactivity that 
had defined the mortgage and 
housing sector in the country, 
analysts are of the view that 
what is happening at FMBN 
may be borne out of the effi-
ciency and effectiveness in the 
operations of the private sector 
led Nigerian Mortgage Refinance 
Company (NMRC).

Concerns have been raised 
about the wisdom in allowing 
the two to operate side by side 
as secondary mortgage institu-
tions, but experts say those 
concerns are unnecessary, as the 
two have their functions well 
cut out for them, by reasons of 
their focus, composition and 
operational guidelines.

 On January 16, 2014, the 
NMRC opened for business to 
provide secondary mortgage 
market services for primary 
mortgage lenders for on-lending 
to teeming Nigerian housing 
loan applicants. To open for 
business, the company was reg-
istered; the Central Bank of Ni-
geria (CBN) granted it approval, 
the board was set up, and World 
Bank provided a 40-year loan 
of $300 million, among other 
conditions. It is a strictly private 
sector-led company that is run 
more like a commercial bank. 

The FMBN has a different 
charter. It gets its funds from 
contributions by workers in the 
formal sector. It is a federal gov-
ernment agency that provides 
mortgage loans to home loan 
applicants through the National 
Housing Fund (NHF) which it 
supervises.

The two institutions, clearly, 
have their differences and simi-
larities. The major difference 
between them is that whereas 
government appoints the FMBN 
board and largely guides its op-
erations, the NMRC appoint its 
own CEO and members of the 
board from its subscribers. It is 
‘free’ from government inter-
ference.

The two companies, even in 
their similarities as secondary 
mortgage markets, also differ 
significantly in their ownership 
and organizational structure 
and, according to Femi John-
son, a mortgage operator; they 
exist and operate side by side as 
is done in other climes such as 
Mexico and USA.

“In USA, Mexico and other 
places, there are similar institu-
tions that run parallel like what 
we see with FMBN and NMRC. 
In those places, some of these 
institutions are funded by the 
private sector, some by the gov-
ernment, and others from work-
ers salary”, Johnson informed.

In terms of operational mod-
el, the difference between the 
two institutions is fundamental 
in that for a primary mortgage 
lender to get money from the 
FMBN for on-lending to a cus-
tomer, he must know who his 

customer is. He will appraise 
the customer based on the pa-
rameter the FMBN has set and 
if the customer meets the crite-
ria, the lender has to check the 
property for which the loan is to 
be given, evaluate it and, based 
on that, package an application 
on behalf of the customer to 
FMBN and, on the basis of this, 
FMBN will release the money 
that the lender will give out to 
the customer.

The problem here is that even 
though the lender has done his 
due diligence and every other 
thing, the FMBN will still do it 
again, a second time, and if it is 
okay with that, it will disburse 
to the lender and where it is not 
okay with the application, it will 
not disburse and, until the lender 
gets the money, he will not dis-
burse to the customer.

This is a long process that will 
be there for as long as two years 
which is why a lot of people run 
away from NHF contribution 
because they find it difficult to 
get the loan when they need it. 
It is hoped, however, that the 
amendment to the equity con-
tribution payment process of 
prospective home owners to be 

capitalised over a period instead 
of being paid at once will take 
care of that.

With NMRC, it is a differ-
ent ball game. The procedures 
are short and sharp, giving the 
customer both ease and conve-
nience of transacting business. 
Here, the money the lender 
gives out to the customer is his 
and so giving it out is his nor-
mal course of business. After 
lending, he goes back to NMRC 
to refinance it for the company 
to reimburse him so that he can 
lend to other customers. In this 
case, he doesn’t have to wait 
for anybody before lending. It 
his money and so he can lend 
easily and directly to whoever 
applies.

Gradually but steadily, NMRC 
is gaining traction in the mort-
gage market, especially with 
its core function of leveraging 
funding for mortgage refinanc-
ing and, by so doing, provides 
liquidity for the mortgage mar-
ket to refinance the mortgage 
portfolio of its member banks, 
and improves affordability by 
reducing mortgage rates, extend-
ing mortgage terms, and lower-
ing deposits.

H
e requested to 
know why the 
landlord would 
treat him differ-

ently from his neighbor 

who was served a six-
month notice to vacate 
and deliver up posses-
sion. I requested to see 
the neighbor’s Tenancy 
Agreement, if that was 
possible. Some hours lat-
ter; he again forwarded 
a soft copy of his neigh-
bor’s Agreement to me. I 
perused it and found out 
that they had two differ-
ent sets of Agreement. As 
against his; the neighbor 
had a recurrent tenancy 
agreement. The provisions 
are therefore different at 
Recovery. My Client felt 
badly treated as he had 
just spent one year in the 
apartment. He further 
informed me that his 
Agreement, Agency and 
Service charges all togeth-
er was well over a million 
naira while the rent was 
one million naira. His 
was a helpless situation. 
As much as I felt he was 

badly treated; the provi-
sions of the law is silent 
on any remedy for him 
with respect to the bogus 
Agency and Agreement 
fees he paid just a year 
down the line. Of time as 
provided for. I am sure if 
I had the Tenancy Agree-
ment to peruse before he 
signed; we would probably 
have had a better deal. 
There are thousands if not 
millions of the likes of my 
clients all over Lagos State 
today. They have been 
shortchanged by smart 
Landlords but they are 
helpless in the face of the 
law.

 It is therefore a call 
to vigilance on the part 
of tenants or would-be-
tenants. It is your right 
to request for a copy of 
the Tenancy Agreement 
for your perusal before 
you make payment for 
the Apartment. When 

you are given such Agree-
ment; it is wise to seek 
legal interpretation of the 
provisions of such Agree-
ment before you append 
your signature. It is failure 
to adhere to this simple 
due diligence that result 
to the plethora of tenancy 
disputes that are preva-
lent in our various courts 
across the land today. It is 
pennywise, pound fool-
ish for you to be ready to 
part with over a million 
naira to a landlord while 
you find it difficult to pay 
a paltry fifty thousand 
naira to a professional 
to peruse an agreement 
which forms the ground 
norm for such tenancy. 
When the chips are down, 
you pay several times that 
to be represented in court 
in an attempt to enforce 
your rights (if available) 
under the circumstance.

In the Lagos State Ten-

Continued from last edition…

ancy Law 2011; Section 
3 is very apt on Tenancy 
Agreement thus:

 “A Tenancy Agreement 
shall for the purpose of 
this Law, be deemed to 
exist where premises are 
granted by the landlord to 
a person for value wheth-
er or not it is:-

(a)   Express or implied
(b) Oral or in writing or 

partly oral or partly writ-
ten; or

(c)  For a fixed period”
From the foregoing; it is 

clear that a tenancy agree-
ment exists in any case. 
The enforcement of it is 
therefore at the discretion 
of the party whose inter-
est has been injured. It 
makes no sense not to be 
conversant with such vital 
instrument before moving 
into a rented apartment 
and then, proceed to look 
for legal miracles thereaf-
ter.
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L
G Electronics a fore-
most player  in the 
electronic market is 
bringing home the fu-
ture to demonstrate 

the life changing potential that 
technology has to offer. Smart 
technological connected prod-
ucts offer opportunities for 
new functionality with greater 
reliability, higher utilization 
and capabilities that go beyond 
established product limitation. 
LG management said in a state-
ment that  smart technologies 
are readily available to help 
consumers experience how 
technology in the 21st century 
will make life safer, healthier 
and more efficient than ever 
before. “Advanced user-friendly 
appliances and new smart tech-
nologies would make it easier 
for consumers to meet their 
individual desires for a more 
private space to reflect their 
personalities”. 

The future is all about build-
ing smarter homes with more 
functional and convenient de-
vices which can also be found 
in LG products , which are de-
signed to bring life changing and 
highly innovative technologies 
to aid connectivity at home and 
guarantee a more secured world 
for mankind, the company said. 
“Homeownership is a sign of 
achievement in so many societ-
ies of the world. While the home 
has always been a place where 
families escape from the ever in-
creasing pressures of the world, 

modern technology is helping to 
redefine what an ideal good, safe 
and secure home should look like 
with its complexities”.

 LG said its  lineup of smart 
technologies and other advanced 
home products prioritizes user 
engagement at a time when the 
smart home platform is mov-
ing beyond novelty appeal and 
into mainstream success. “The 
unparalleled customization op-
tions of smart ecosystem and 
other home appliances will be 
a key  factor as the company 
positions its products to carve 
a niche for itself in the ever 
evolving technological industry. 
Services like home security and 
energy management are critical 
because they offer consumer 
the most value. For consumers, 
knowing that their children at 
home and safe leaves them less 

to worry about or saving energy 
would be cost effective in the 
long run. A new range of tech-
nology enabled services such as 
smart lighting, mobile working 
solutions and smart governance 
will define and shape consumers 
everyday experiences”.

 Head of Corporate Market-
ing, LG Electronics West Africa 
operations,  Rajesh Agnihotri 
said in the statement “the world 
we live in today is totally driven 
by technological advancement 
and LG being a leading brand 
in terms of innovative products 
is not resting on its oars to see 
that consumers have arrays of 
products that would help them 
fulfill their dreams by creating 
stronger connection between 
them and their loved ones. This 
is what I call purposeful bond-
ing.” He stated further: we are 

Electronics : The future begins now

poised to encourage sharing 
culture with richer users experi-
ence among consumers.”

 The LG NeoChef microwave 
and smart Instaview refrigerator 
serves as a very good example of 
kitchen assistants taking charge 
of the cooking and dining experi-
ence. The Neochef microwave 
oven evenly cooks and defrost 
food with linear power control, 
with its 200 watts of heating 
power cooking dishes faster 
than conventional models. Er-
gonomically designed the oven 
offers user-centric solutions and 
with increased stability with 
a hygienic enhancing features 
that eliminates 99.99 percent 
of harmful bacteria. The smart 
Instaview Door-in-Door refrig-
erator comes equipped with a 29-
inch touch LCD display which al-
lows consumers to transparently 

view items inside it.
 LG Neochef is equipped with 

efficient interior LED lamp that 
are three times brighter than 
conventional models consum-
ers can easily monitor the entire 
cooking process. It has a compact 
exterior size which offers greater 
cooking capacity for delicious 
meal. It comes with a unique 
smart inverter that enables it to 
effectively preserve food with 
its nutrient intact. The inverter 
boosts its efficiency up to 200-
watt maximum power output 
thereby enhancing its ability to 
cook meals quickly compare to 
conventional models.

 Smart homes devices and 
technology are the future of 
humanity, interestingly the fu-
ture is finally here with us with 
more functional, convenient 
products which LG Electronics 
has introduced life changing and 
highly innovative products to 
bring about smart connected and 
safe world. The future promises 
some of the most cutting-edge 
technology ever to be experi-
enced by mankind. This would 
offer an immersive technology 
experience that would change 
the world and humanity forever.

 With the recent trend of in-
novative technological advance-
ment in the world, it would be 
safe to say that the future now 
lives with us, as is being clearly 
seen and demonstrated by LG 
Electronics in all its breathtak-
ing products capable of creating 
a smart and secure home for 
consumers. Indeed, life can only 
get better with LG electronics.

Dentsu Aegis Network signs affiliation 
agreement with Outori Limited 

O
ne of the foremost 
global advertising net-
works, Dentsu Aegis 
Network has strength-

ened its footprint in West Africa 
with the signing of Outori, one 
of Nigeria’s leading Brand and 
Marketing Communications 
Agencies, as its affiliate con-
sumer experience agency in the 
market, according to a statement.

 Dentsu Aegis Network Sub 
Saharan Africa (SSA) is part of 
the global media group that 
specialises in media, digital 
and creative communications 
and spans over Southern Af-
rica, Nigeria, Ghana, Kenya 
and Tanzania with both owned 
businesses and affiliates and af-
filiate partnerships in another 
32 markets across SSA.

Outori is said to be  one of 
Nigeria’s fastest growing con-
sumer experience agencies and 
ranked at the top of its field. 

The leadership team has earned 
numerous awards for creativity, 
execution and effectiveness.

 The strength of its business’ 
capability lies in its expertise 

which includes; experiential 
marketing, live experiences, 
activations, sponsorship plan-
ning, digital marketing, media 
consulting and content market-

…Modern technology redefines  ideal good, safe and secure home

ing. This partnership, accord-
ing to the agency supports the 
Dentsu Aegis Network strategy 
of being a 100% digital economy 
business by 2020, and further 
strengthens its position as the 
leading communications net-
work in West Africa.

 The statement said the team 
at Outori is known for creating 
experiences that inspire em-
ployees and immerse organisa-
tion in a culture of innovation, 
with a staff complement of 35 
talented and innovative enthu-
siasts at the core of its success.

 “Outori has a credible client 
base including blue chip clients; 
Phillip Morris International, 
Dangote Group, Facebook, Top 
Feeds, Kwese, Dana Group, 
Star Times and Nigerian Stock 
Exchange. With the combina-
tion of Media Fuse Dentsu Ae-
gis Network and Outori it will 
create a powerful offering for 
existing and potential clients of 
both businesses”.

Speaking on the affiliation, 
the Group Chief Operating Of-
ficer for Dentsu Aegis Network 
Sub Saharan Africa, Bevis Hoets 
stated in the statement, “The 
affiliation marks a step-change 

for Dentsu Aegis Network SSA, 
providing immediate scale, tal-
ent and new capability in the 
consumer experience sector.” 

 Obinna Aniche, President 
for Outori commented, “It is 
a great privilege for us at this 
time to be part of the leading 
global marketing communica-
tions group. We are excited at 
the opportunities that Dentsu 
Aegis Network presents and 
are indeed poised and confident 
about the future.”

 Wole Olagundoye, Managing 
Director for Outori stated, “Sign-
ing on with the Dentsu Aegis 
Network opens up a whole new 
level of opportunity, not just 
for us but for the industry and 
clients in this region. We are glad 
to be part of the refreshing wave 
sweeping the continent.”

 “This is an exciting devel-
opment for us in the region, 
as it reinforces Dentsu Aegis 
Network’s decisive step to con-
necting a key strategic dot in the 
communication loop in Africa’s 
largest Economy, with a like-
minded management team and 
staff of Outori in Nigeria,” said 
Emeka Okeke, CEO for Media 
Fuse Dentsu Aegis Network.
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Nuzo Onoh: Diaspora writer with guts 
OBINNA EMELIKE

W
h e n  a n  a u -
thor publicly 
declares that 
h e r  s t o r i e s 
a r e  m o s t l y 

themed around vengeance, she 
may by so doing restrict her 
readership to a few who delight 
in revenge.

But the reverse is the case for 
Nuzo Onoh, a Nigerian-born 
British writer.

Nuzo chose a rugged path in 
her creative career by delight-
ing in horror themes, a genre 
most African writers dread.  
From ‘The Reluctant Dead’ 
published in 2014, ‘Unhallowed 
Graves’ published in 2015, and 
‘The Sleepless’ published in 
2016, the self-published author 
is proud to push the boundaries 
of fictional horror. With these 
outstanding works on horror 
all published on June 28th of 
2014, 2015 and 2016, Nuzo con-
fidently terms her work an un-
explored genre and likening it to 
the Japanese Kaidan tradition. 

But why African horror if 
one may ask, when there are so 
many socioeconomic and devel-
opmental issues bedeviling the 
continent?

Rather than focus on nega-
tive condition of the continent 
as mostly portrayed by the 
popular media, Nuzo wants to 
redefine the horror subgenre 
in African stories as obtainable 
in countries like Scandinavian, 
Korean, and Japanese. Hence, 
African horror has been her 
passion as a writer, and she has 
been championing the subgenre 
in creative writing without 
relenting. 

Of course, her Igbo cultural 
background influences her pas-
sion for horror. She was born 
in Enugu, the Eastern part of 
Nigeria, formerly known as The 
Republic of Biafra, Nuzo lived 
through the Civil war between 
Nigeria and Biafra, an experi-
ence that left a strong impact on 
her and continues to influence 
her writing.

 For instance, ‘Unhallowed 
Graves’, her second horror mas-
ter piece, unravels Igbo ghost 
stories; showing how burial 
customs, deaths, Christianity, 
colonization and superstitions 
have affected African/Igbo be-
liefs in the afterlife, reincarna-
tion and haunting. 

Again, ‘The Sleepless’, her 
latest book; a complete novel 
and not short stories collection 
like the previous two, speaks 
volume of African horror. The 
novel is about haunting and 
revenge by dead children who 
have been victims of adult 
abuse and evil. In the novel, 
the author unveils how these 
innocent children who were 
weak victims in their lifetime 
are extremely powerful in death, 
wreaking unimaginable terror 
and mayhem on their living 
tormentors. 

Nuzo who started writing at 
the age of 12years when she 

formed a school club called 
CoyW, a club of young writ-
ers while she was in boarding 
school, recalls her influence in 
horror writing. 

While the eclectic reader can-
not point to any particular book 
that has influenced her life, her 
love for horror was influenced 
by authors such as Amos Tutuola 
and Stephen King. Steven Press-
field’s style of writing, his com-

mand and mastery of words, the 
fluid beauty of his dialogues, still 
enthrall her today, especially in 
his book; Gates of fire, which she 
recommends to the world.

However, it was after her 
Masters in Writing at Warwick 
University that she became con-
fident as a writer; even though 
she had published a book before 
then and also the fact that any-
one can become a writer without 

degree. 
Nuzo is not stopping at three 

books, she is hopeful of pub-
lishing others ones, especially 
on June 28th of the year she 
completes the book. She is also 
open to partnerships that en-
hance her literary creativity, 
especially Creative Fiction Edi-
tion of Black Women Horror 
Aesthetics, put together by Ki-
nitra Brooks (Ph.D), Assistant 

Professor in the Department 
of English at the University of 
Texas at San Antonio and Linda 
Addison, who is the first African-
American two-time winner of 
the Bram Stoker Award. 

 For those who want to read 
Nuzo’s books, especially ‘The 
Sleepless’, her recent novel, the 
author urges you to contact Pala-
medes PR, UK’s No.1 publicist, 
for copies. 
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P
otato Potahto’,  an African 
marital comedy of errors set 
in Ghana and directed by 
Shirley Frimpon Manso, one 
of Africa’s best known female 

directors, is set to show how the first-of-
its-kind continental movie co-produc-
tion can break into global markets with 
creative and mature cinema.

The movie premiered on May 24, 
2017 at Gray d’Albion 2, 38 Rue des 
Serbes, 06400 Cannes.

 “Potato Potahto” tells the story of a 
divorced couple whose plans to share 
their matrimonial home descend into 
chaos  after the husband Tony brings 
in an attractive female house help. 
When his ex-wife Lulu then hires an 
attractive young man to help her out, a 
roller coaster ride of laughter, jealousy 
and tears ensues. 

“Potato Potahto” is written and di-
rected by the award winning Ghanaian 
Shirley Frimpong-Manso, who is well 
known for her positive and complex 
portrayal of African women in films.

“I have written a lot about marriage 
and new relationships but never about 
divorce. I wanted to put a hilarious spin 
on it, especially when the divorcees be-

Etisalat, leading Nigerian telecom com-
pany, has once again reaffirmed its 
commitment to the Nigerian creative 

industry and home-grown talents by its 
sponsorship of the second edition of Love 
& Recession a popular stage production. 
The play which premiered in December 
last year, was well received by stage play 
enthusiasts across the country . By popular 
demand, Iopeneye Limited, producers of 
the play, will once again stage the play with 
support from Etisalat Nigeria on June 3 and 
4, 2017 at Muson Centre, Lagos.

The producer and director of the play, 
Ifeoma Fafunwa, said since the satire, 
whichaddresses social norms such as 
the pressure young women and men 
face regarding getting married, particu-
larly in times of economic recession, was 
staged in Lagos last year, they have been 
inundated with requests by people who 
want another opportunity to see it.

According to Head, Events and Spon-
sorship, Etisalat Nigeria, Modupe Thani, 
the telecommunications giant’s con-
tinued sponsorship of the play and 
Iopeneye Productions stems from its 
overarching committed to supporting 
arts development in Nigeria. 

Thani said “We at Etisalat are proud 
to continue to support Iopeneye Produc-
tions, whose plays such as the popular 
‘HearWord’ and the more recent ‘Love 
and Recession’, have themes that ad-
dress important social issues that affect 
Nigerians. With partnerships like this, 
Etisalat Nigeria has consistently sup-
ported the development of the Nigerian 
creative industry and all forms of Af-

African comedy gains traction at 
Cannes with Potato Potahto

Love & Recession to stage again for theatre lovers
...as Etisalat bankrolls the play

come victims of their own tricks,” says 
Frimpong-Manso.

“Potato Pohtato has a fantastic cre-
ative team behind it. This film is defi-
nitely worth seeing,” says Inya Lawal, 
the film producer.

rican arts: drama, music, photography, 
and literature. We remain committed 
to supporting arts and other aspects that 
are of interest to our customers.”

Etisalat has over the years supported 
the creative industry in Nigeria through 
event sponsorship such as Ake Art Festi-
val, Lagos Photo competition and its own 
flagship literary award, Etisalat Prize for 
Literature which is becoming increas-
ingly popular allover Africa and beyond.

The producer and director of the play, 
Ifeoma Fafunwa, said since the satire, 
whichaddresses social norms such as 
the pressure young women and men 
face regarding getting married, particu-

 “The soundtrack was recorded on 
three different continents and features 
recordings from Swedish, French, Brit-
ish, Ghanian and Nigerian artistes,” 
Georges Williams, co-producer said. 

The film has broken new ground 

larly in times of economic recession, was 
staged in Lagos last year, they have been 
inundated with requests by people who 
want another opportunity to see it.

According to Head, Events and Spon-
sorship, Etisalat Nigeria, Modupe Thani, 
the telecommunications giant’s con-
tinued sponsorship of the play and 
Iopeneye Productions stems from its 
overarching committed to supporting 
arts development in Nigeria. 

Thani said “We at Etisalat are proud 
to continue to support Iopeneye Produc-
tions, whose plays such as the popular 
‘HearWord’ and the more recent ‘Love 
and Recession’, have themes that ad-

with its Ghanaian, Nigerian, British, 
French and Swedish co-production 
aimed at making African-made cinema 
more accessible for global markets. The 
film is a showcase of how international 
co-operation, talent and creativity can 
combine to give a wonderful and uni-
versally attractive film experience.

It features one of Africa’s leading 
actors OC Ukeje, Ghanaian actress and 
TV star Joselyn Dumas, and award 
winning Nollywood veteran Joke Silva, 
award winning Blossom Chukwuje-
kwu, Chris Attoh, Lala Akindoju, Nikki 
Samonas, Adjetey Anang and Victoria 
Micheals.

According to George Williams one 
of the movie producers, its soundtrack 
was recorded in three different con-
tinents and features recording from 
Swedish, French, British, Ghanaian and 
Nigerian artistes.

Potato Pohtato is a co-production of 
WB Entertainment, 19 April Entertain-
ment, Ascend International Studios, 
Virgo Sun Ltd, and Lufodo Productions. 
The film is distributed by Jambo Play. 
Nigeria-based distribution company 
FilmOne has first-look rights for Nigeria 
and UK.

dress important social issues that affect 
Nigerians. With partnerships like this, 
Etisalat Nigeria has consistently sup-
ported the development of the Nigerian 
creative industry and all forms of Af-
rican arts: drama, music, photography, 
and literature. We remain committed 
to supporting arts and other aspects that 
are of interest to our customers.”

Etisalat has over the years supported 
the creative industry in Nigeria through 
event sponsorship such as Ake Art Festi-
val, Lagos Photo competition and its own 
flagship literary award, Etisalat Prize for 
Literature which is becoming increas-
ingly popular allover Africa and beyond.

‘
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Gerald Chukwuma designs The Nerve 
Center for the unknown Lagosian
The Nerve Center brought from conception to life by artist Gerald Chukwuma is enormous. It is one of the 19 monuments commissioned by the state government to mark Lagos 
at 50. Built to last for decades, it seems that Lagos slept one night and woke up to this new landmark. In reality, that was not the case. In this interview with NMADIUTO UCHE, 
this mixed media artist speaks about the work behind the monument, getting selected, the concept, its location, and why Lagos is the most accommodating city in Africa.

Y
ou were one 
of the artists 
T e r r a k u l -
t u r e  c o m -
m i s s i o n e d 

to build a monument 
to commemorate Lagos 
at 50, how did you get 
selected?
Bolanle Austen-Peters, 
founder of Terrakulture 
has been to my studio a 
couple of times. She also 
saw my exhibition at 
last year’s Art X Lagos. 
I was contacted in No-
vember 2016 and was 
asked to send in a brief. 
I got a call back a month 
later, then sent in the 
dimensions and techni-
cal drawings.

Interestingly,  this 
monument auspicious-
ly named, The Nerve 
Center is situated in 
Maryland, a popular 
route and in close prox-
imity to Lagos’ Interna-
tional Airport. Was this 
a deliberate choice?
The truth is when I sent 
in my brief, I chose the 
Alausa area. Working 
in Lagos is not so sim-
ple and installing art in 
Maryland, a high traf-
fic zone is the toughest 
place to work. There 
would be traffic until 
11pm, so we would work 
through the night from 
12 to 4 am. There was no 
place to mix the cement 
and structural engineers 
had to ensure compli-
ance with the existing 
bridge structure.

That must have been 
a huge challenge. Could 
you explain the concept 
behind The Nerve Cen-
ter with its 5 pillars and 
the 10 people on each 
pillar?

Most of the existing 
monuments in Lagos 
feature notable people 
in Nigeria’s history such 
as Herbert Macaulay. In 
reality, it is the common 
people that make Lagos 
what it is, a populated 
city brimming with op-
portunities. My goal 
was to build a monu-
ment dedicated to the 
unknown people in this 
city who are equally 
important. If you look 
closely at the figures on 
the pillars, you would 
find a fisherman, a wom-
an in hijab, a bride, a 
Naturalista, a housewife 
and more. I want people 
to look at the figures and 
see their identities. The 
5 pillars represent the 
5 decades of good and 
solid leadership Lagos 
has enjoyed. Without 
this, we will not be here, 
living in Lagos comfort-
ably.  Lagos sort of holds 
Nigeria together both in 
economic resources and 
the human factor. I have 
travelled around Africa 
and I am still yet to see a 
city as accommodating 
as Lagos. As far as you 
know how to relate with 
your space, it is amaz-

you with no option, but 
to respond with more 
creativity?
For one, the black base 
was supposed to be a 
coin, but the vicinity did 
not allow that. To pour 
such huge quantities 
of cement on site, we 
used LaFarge and the 
cost came up to about N 
5 million. That was just 
for the cement. On some 
weekends we could not 
start work until 1am 
because Lagos does not 
sleep. We had Dulux 
deliver the base paint, 
but for the lettering we 
used Acrylic paint. Car 
paint would have been 
cheaper, but not as du-
rable. There were also 
times when instead of 
working, we just prayed 
that the structure would 
hold together until it so-
lidified and not explode. 
Each workday, there 
were 2 engineers on site, 
2 of my artist friends 
with their assistants, 
and 6 of my workers. We 
fed and accommodated 
this crew for the week 
it took us to install this 
project. We would talk 
and shout, quarrel and 
laugh.

Now that this project 
is completed, if asked 
to install art in anoth-
er public space, what 
would you create?
This time I would choose 
something more abstract. 
The subject would be the 
high amount of money 
in circulation in Lagos. 
Most companies’ head-
quarters are in this city 
not the nation’s capital. 
You see expensive cars 
and houses on display 
aplenty. I want to high-
light the financial side of 
Lagos in a huge way.

ing that all of us from 
diverse background can 
all be at home here with-
out hostility. Ever since 
I moved to Lagos, what 
has been significant to 
me is the people here.

I agree that it is easy 
to feel at home in this 
highly populated city. 
What informed your 
choices for making the 
monument this size?
Let me give you more 
insight into the dimen-
sions of  this  monu-
ment. The 50 people 
on the pillars are al-
most life size,  ab out 
5-6 feet tall. Halfway 
through creating the 
figures in my studio, I 
knew I was in trouble. 

I was simply excited to 
give this project my all 
and spent much more 
than I was paid. Each 
of the base is 8 feet by 
8 feet and the pillars 
are about 18 feet high. 
The size is a shock even 
to me.  Creating some-
thing such as this to last 
for generations is a life-
time opportunity. I like 
to compare it to a full-
stop when you write 
an essay. Also, I feel un-
comfortable with small 
pieces. A monument is 
a public sculpture and 
should be massive.

Which other chal-
lenges arose with creat-
ing such a massive mon-
ument in Lagos leaving 



The tonight 
show starring 
Jimmy Fallon 
now in Africa

Encomiums as Teju Babyface 
launch “Secrets of the Streets”

Comedian Leslie Jones to host 2017 BET AWARDS

Africa’s leading comedy channel, Com-
edy Central, has acquired exclusive 
rights to broadcast the hit American 

late-night talk show The Tonight Show 
Starring Jimmy Fallon from NBC Universal 
International Distribution in Africa.

Starting Monday, June 5, Comedy Central 
viewers will be treated to Fallon’s trade-
mark humour and high-tempo energy, his 
welcoming interview style, love of audience 
participation, spot-on impersonations, ce-
lebrity guests and innovative sketches. The 
Grammy Award-winning group, The Roots, 
serve as The Tonight Show’s house band.

“We are delighted that Jimmy will be join-
ing our stellar line-up as star of The Tonight 
Show, and thrilled to bring the show to our 

audiences within 24-hours of the U.S. pre-
miere to make life funnier,” said Dillon Khan, 
Vice President Comedy Central Africa.

Comedy Central Africa is now home to 
two of the most talked about and interna-
tionally recognised talk shows – The Daily 
Show with Trevor Noah and The Tonight 
Show Starring Jimmy Fallon and both 
shows air weekdays.

 BUNMI BANJO

G
badewonuola Olateju Oy-
elakin did not grow up on 
the streets, but instead had 
almost a sheltered upbring-
ing; it is ironic that his first 

book, launched on May 19, 2017 is titled, 
Secrets of the Streets. At first glance, one 
would think the book is about braving it 
on the tough streets of Lagos or Nigeria, 
but instead it details how one can push 
ahead in life against all odds to become 
a success.

Known as TejuBabyFace, the author 
claimed the book is an easy read, well that 
just might be a result of his background 
as a comedian. His career has been a busy 
one; from acting, to being an acclaimed 
comedian, and then starting a show.

Attendance at the book launch, de-
bunks the old saying that if you want to 
hide anything from a Nigerian, put it in 
writing- that era is far gone- because now 
Nigerians are known to dissect books, hot 
on arrival, as was the case with Against-
TheRunofPlay, which was even pirated 
before its launch was over.   

According to Teju, he was inspired by 
God to write the book in order to provide 
answers to millions of young people across 
Africa who desired to have a successful ca-
reer in the entertainment industry, adding 
that the book will be instructive for young 
people in any industry

The event which held at MUSON Cen-
tre, Onikan, Lagos, had a colourful roll 
call as many celebrities like popular 
Yoruba actor, Saheed Balogun; come-
dian, Woli Arole, also known as Kenny 
Black; and Frank Edoho of WhoWant-
sToBeAMillionaire, came out to support 
their own.

The book was released last year, with 
no intention of a launch, according to 
the publisher, but the feedback from 
readers and well-wishers calling for it 
along with a public presentation was 
overwhelming.

Some of the celebrities were happy as 
they commended the young presenter, 
who was glowing as he was applauded 
and his biography read.  Frank Edoho 
said, “He is a fascinating man, full of 
talent, multiple endeavours and a man 
that knows that all problems have a 
solution. I am looking forward to read-
ing the book; I have read a bit of it and 
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A staple on the Saturday Night Live 
writing team, Leslie Jones gained 
on-camera popularity after a mem-

orable performance during the show’s 
“Weekend Update” segment where she 
played herself. For her first major award 
show gig, Leslie Jones joins a long line 
of stand-up comedians that have rocked 
the role, including Chris Rock, Mo’Nique, 
Kevin Hart and Chris Tucker as BET Africa 
revealed her as host of its 2017 Awards 
which will broadcast across Africa on 
Tuesday 27 June.

This year’s broadcast marks 17 years 
of amazing performances and the iconic 
show continues to be a cultural rule break-
er steeped in reinvention with some of the 
most memorable moments in Award show 
history. The 2017 BET Awards has set the 
standard for one of the most intently un-
conventional, news-provoking broadcasts.

Jones, now in her third year on the cast 

I know it is really nice.”
Also speaking with Business Day 

SUNDAY, Samuel Adeyemi, founder of 
Daystar Christian Centre Lagos, said, 
“The book will provide answers for 
many young Africans who desire to 
have a successful career in the enter-
tainment industry- it is more than just 
a book written to that industry. It is an 
inspirational, motivational, educative 
book, which will be instructive for any-
body desiring success in any industry, 
apart from crime (laughs).”

While lauding the author as a classic, 
excellent and amazing man, Woli Arole, 
described the book as highly excellent. He 

said, “I read it some couple of months ago 
and the book is amazing. It contains secret 
that you need to know even if you are not 
in the entertainment industry. The book 
is heavily loaded and it will really impact 
the society and make your ten-years jour-
ney a year instead, if you read the book. I 
must confess I was really blessed.”

Describing the book as hilarious and 
entertaining, Otolorin Kehinde Peter, 
popularly known as Kenny Black urged 
everyone who desire success to buy and 
read the book. He described the author as 
a father, brother and mentor, and some-
one who he looks up to in the entertain-
ment industry.

ers. She starred in Paul Feig’s “Reboot of 
Ghostbusters”, with other film credits 
that include Chris Rock’s “Top Five”, Judd 
Apatow’s “Trainwreck”, the animated film 
“Sing” and the upcoming “Masterminds”.

“I am so excited to be hosting The BET 
Awards this year, BET was the first net-
work and place where I was on TV - I am 
looking to turn this whole experience into 
a joyful homecoming,” said the Saturday 
Night Live star.

This year’s awards are dominated by 
multi-award winning singer Beyoncé 
who’s nominated for a total of seven 
including ‘Best Female R&B/Pop Artist,’ 
‘Best Collaboration’ with Kendrick Lamar 
for “Freedom,” ‘Video of the Year,’ and 
‘Album of the Year’ for Lemonade.  Close 
on her heels is Bruno Mars with five nods 
including ‘Album of the Year,’ ‘Best Male 
R&B/Pop Artist,’ and ‘Video of the Year’ 
for “24K Magic.”  Other nominees include 

Solange, nominated for four awards and 
who is up against sister Beyoncé for ‘Best 
Female R&B/Pop Artist.’ Chance the Rap-
per and Migos receive four nominations 
as well, Chance the Rapper nominated for 
‘Best Male Hip-Hop Artist’ and ‘Best New 
Artist’ and Migos for ‘Best Group’ and ‘Best 
Collaboration’ for their #1 hit “Bad and 
Boujee” with Lil Uzi Vert.

In the Best International Act: Africa 2017 
eight leading African artists who are blaz-
ing up the African music scene have been 
nominated including South African musi-
cians such as hip-hop chart topping don, 
AKA, rising star, Nasty C and the inimitable 
dance and house music sensation, Babes 
Wodumo. Nigeria enjoys a strong repre-
sentation with Wizkid who is no stranger 
to the awards, red hot Tekno, enterprising 
singer Mr Eazi, serial hit maker Davido and 
one of the leading reggae and dancehall 
artists, Stonebwoy from Ghana.

is known to be a talented and fiercely 
independent performer who’s brash 
and unapologetic riffs can ruffle feath-
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GCGT7: Abuja gets first five semi-finalists

S
poken word performer, So-
phie, 8 year old saxophonist 
Peter and 9 year old gospel 
rapper, known as Enoch im-
pressed the judges last week 

Sunday and thus emerged as part 
of the five finalists from the Abuja 
regional show of GCGT7 episode2, 
along with drummer Joshua James 
and dancer, Emmanuel.

The regional finalists performed 
alongside several contestants vying 
to get unto the next stages of Africa’s 
biggest gospel talent show to win the 
star prize of N250million management 
deal, cash prize of N10million and a 
brand new car.

The contestants were incredible, 
making it a huge task for the GCGT7 
judges, award-winning singer Omawu-
mi, prolific dancer and world record 
holder, Kaffy and ace music producer, 
TY Mix to shortlist the finalist from 
Abuja region.

Enoch was without a doubt the star 
of the day as the talented gospel rap 
lyrists got the audience excited as he 
performed ‘Halleluyah’ before the 
judges. Even Kaffy took a lesson on a 
cool way to do the ‘dap’.

Budding dancer Emmanuel melted 
everyone’s heart with his effortless 
body movements and Joshua James, 
whose delivery on the drum-set mar-
velled the audience

During the episode some backstage 
moments including an emotional con-
versation with a contestant who forgot 
the lyrics to his song on stage were 
shown. “I was overwhelmed by the 
reality of performing to a studio audi-

MABEL DIMMA

ence, knowing the judges are watching. 
But I’m happy to have seen Omawumi, 
Kaffy and TY Mix. I will work harder 
next time” he said.

TY Mix commented that contestants 
at the Abuja regional finals brought 
a blend of creativity, confidence and 
maturity while Kaffy commended the 
contestants for a display of original-
ity. “We’re looking for a unique talent 

that will be nurtured into an export to 
represent greatness. There’s something 
that is true about these contestants. The 
talents we see on the show glorify God’s 
greatness”.

Omawumi also gave a vital perfor-
mance tip that “there’s no such thing 
as ‘over do’.  Give your best always”. The 
contestants certainly look forward to 
giving more in the episodes to come.

One of the main highlights of the 
episode happened during the results 
segment when a surprised Joshua 
James who had blessed audience with 
a seamless drum set performance 
couldn’t contain his excitement on 
hearing he would be joining the ‘chosen 
ones’ from Abuja region. The teenager 
simply fell to his knees in total praise; 
it was a moment to remember.

2baba pays tribute at Soweto Home
…As Campari remembers Nelson Mandela
MABEL DIMMA

A
ccompanied by four Cam-
pari distributors, 2baba 
arrived in South Africa on 
Wednesday May 17 with 
the Campari team and paid 

a visit to the Soweto home of anti-apart-
heid revolutionary, philanthropist and 
former president, late Nelson Mandela 
the next day.

This is coming weeks after 2baba’s 
withdrawal from the Voice Nigeria with 
reason of commitments to other things, 
we’ve learnt that one of these commit-
ments is a vacation in South Africa, 
which was fully sponsored by Campari, 
to which 2baba is a brand ambassador

The Soweto home had long ago been 
converted to a national heritage; popu-
larly known as the Nelson Mandela 
National Museum, it was where Nelson 
Mandela lived from 1946 to 1962. Coin-

posed rifts and contention between citi-
zens of the two nations in recent times. 

Last year, Campari took 2baba along 
with some of their distributors on an 
all-expense paid trip to Milan and visited 
the home of the contemporary bitters 
liqueur brand

cidentally, it is only a short distance up 
the road from Tutu House, the home of 
Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu, 
another iconic anti-apartheid cam-
paigner.

While at Mandela’s House, 2baba 
joined a group of young South Africans 

in singing indigenous solidarity songs, 
reminiscent of the type Mandela and 
his colleagues sang during the days of 
protest. That beautiful moment of Pan-
African brotherhood and unity further 
symbolized the bond between Nigeria 
and South Africa, regardless of the sup-



On Your DSTV This Week 

PERSONALITY OF THE WEEK

Pete Edochie got into radio broadcasting in 1967 at 
the age of 20 as a junior programmes assistant after 
which he was elevated to the level of a director. He 
was director of programmes, but doubling some-
times as deputy managing director and occasionally 
acting as managing director. 

He quit ABS because the government decided 
to politise the affairs of their FM station, thereby 
resulting in the entire management being asked to 
move out, including him. He was to be the immedi-
ate successor to the MD but had to leave and enrol 
into the movie industry. Prior to that, he had fea-
tured in Things Fall Apart and had won an Interna-
tional Award. The BBC flew into Nigeria to interview 
him for his role in Things Fall Apart. 

Edochie is considered one of Africa’s most 
talented actors, by both Movie Awards and Movie 
Magic’s Africa Magic Cable network. Although a 

BEHIND CAMERA PERSONALITY OF THE WEEK

 Mira Nair began her film career as an actor and 
then turned to directing award-winning docu-
mentaries, including So Far From India and India 
Cabaret. Her debut feature film, Salaam Bombay! 
was nominated for an Academy Award for Best 
Foreign Language Film in 1988; it won the Camera 
D’Or (for best first feature) and the Prix du Pub-
lique (for most popular entry) at the Cannes Film 
Festival and 25 other international awards. 
Her next film, Mississippi Masala, an inter-
racial love story set in the American South and 
Uganda, starring Denzel Washington and Sarita 
Choudhury, won three awards at the Venice Film 
Festival including Best Screenplay and The Audi-
ence Choice Award. Subsequent films include The 
Perez Family (with Marisa Tomei, Anjelica Huston, 
Alfred Molina and Chazz Palminteri), about an 
exiled Cuban family in Miami; and the sensuous 
Kama Sutra: A Tale of Love, which she directed 
and co-wrote. 

Pete Edochie Mira Nair

BD

CODE BLACK
Based on the award-winning 

documentary of the same name, 
this medical drama follows the 
staff members in the nation’s 

busiest emergency room as they 
cope with a staggering influx of 

patients, which can outweigh 
their limited resources...

May 24 2019 
13:00

Broadchurch
When the corpse of an 11-year-
old British boy, Danny Latimer, 
is found bloodied and dirty on 
an idyllic beach, a small Dorset 

community becomes the focus of 
a police investigation and media 

madness. 
May 26 2019 

21:30 

All Roads Lead to Rome
An uptight woman (Sarah Jes-

sica Parker) reconnects with an 
old flame (Raoul Bova) after her 
rebellious daughter (Rosie Day) 
and the man’s mother (Claudia 
Cardinale) run away together.

May 21 2019 
14:10 

Speechless
Maya DiMeo, a wife and mother, 

is fiercely protective of her 
husband, Jimmy, and their three 

children, Ray, Dylan, and J.J. -- 
who has a condition that leaves 
him with unique mobility and 

communication challenges. 
May 22 2019 

10:00
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Nathaniel Akhigbe

seasoned administrator and broadcaster, he came into 
prominence in the 1980s when he played the lead role 
of Okonkwo in an NTA adaptation of Chinua Achebe’s 
all-time bestselling novel, Things Fall Apart.   

Sunday 28 May 2017C002D5556

Nair directed My Own Country based 
on Dr. Abraham Verghese’s best-selling 
memoir about a young immigrant 
doctor dealing with the AIDS epidemic. 
Made in 1998, My Own Country starred 
Naveen Andrews, Glenne Headly, 
Marisa Tomei, Swoosie Kurtz, and Hal 
Holbrook, and was awarded the NAACP 
award for best fiction feature. Nair 
returned to the documentary form in 
August 1999 with The Laughing Club of 
India, which was awarded The Special 
Jury Prize in the Festival International 
de Programmes Audiovisuels 2000. 

JANE THE VIRGIN
Jane Villanueva, the daughter 

of a teen mother, grew up deter-
mined not to repeat her mom’s 
mistakes. Jane is studying to be 

a teacher, and she is engaged 
to a handsome detective who 

supports her decision to remain 
a virgin until marriage...

May 26 2019 
21:30 

New Girl
After going through a rough 

breakup, awkward and upbeat 
Jess (Zooey Deschanel) moves 

in with three single guys. 
Intelligent and witty Nick is an 

underachiever who took the 
bartender off-ramp on his road 

to success. 
May 21 2019 

7:00

The Bachelor
The Bachelor is an American 
reality television dating game 
show that debuted on March 
25, 2002, on ABC. The show is 

hosted by Chris Harrison.
May 26 2019 

14:24

Once Upon a Time
“Once Upon a Time” tells the 
story of a new world, one in 
which fairy-tale legends and 

modern life collide. Emma Swan 
is comfortable in her life as a bail 

bonds collector when Henry 
-- the child she gave up a decade 

earlier...
May 25 2019 

21:30

BARK RANGER
Jack lives in a national park with 

his mom, dad and dog Ranger, and 
when he meets Chloe, the two 

become fast friends. When Jack 
finds a treasure map, he and Chloe 

are kidnapped by robbers, and 
only Ranger can save the day.

May 25 2019 
3:00

Changeling
In 1928 Los Angeles, single moth-

er Christine Collins (Angelina 
Jolie) arrives home to find her 

son, Walter, gone. Five months 
later her prayers are answered 

when Walter is found in Illinois. 
But to Christine’s horror, the 

boy who steps off the train is not 
her son. 

May 23 2019 
4:000 

Gulliver’s Travels
Lemuel Gulliver (Jack Black) 

works in a mailroom at a city 
newspaper. While he is on an 

assignment in the Bermuda 
Triangle, a vortex transports him 

to a magic land of tiny people. 
May 21 2019 

16:35 

Cinderella
After her father unexpectedly 

dies, young Ella (Lily James) finds 
herself at the mercy of her cruel 

stepmother (Cate Blanchett) 
and stepsisters, who reduce her 

to scullery maid. Despite her 
circumstances, she refuses to 

despair.
May 23 2019 

16:00 

DEEP BLUE SEA 
On an island research facility, 
Dr. Susan McAlester (Saffron 

Burrows) is harvesting the brain 
tissue of DNA-altered sharks as a 
possible cure for Alzheimer’s dis-
ease. When the facility’s backers 

send an executive (Samuel 
L. Jackson) to investigate the 

experiments...
May 22 2019 

12:08

The Fugitive
Wrongfully accused of murder-

ing his wife, Richard Kimble 
(Harrison Ford) escapes from 
the law in an attempt to find 
her killer and clear his name. 
Pursuing him is a team of U.S. 

marshals led by Deputy Samuel 
Gerard (Tommy Lee Jones)...

May 25 2019 
5:00

The Signal
A surprise awaits three college 

students (Brenton Thwaites, 
Beau Knapp, Olivia Cooke) who 
think they have tracked a rival 

computer hacker to a shed in the 
Nevada desert.

May 22 2019 
8:40 

 Red Planet
Mission Commander Kate Bow-
man is the pilot and commander 

of the most important mission 
of the 21st century: saving the 
human race. It’s 2050, earth is 

dying, and colonizing Mars is the 
only alternative to obliteration. 

May 26 2019 
12:21 

LOST AND FOUND 
Sent to spend the summer with 
their uncle on a remote island, 
young brothers, Andy (Justin 

Kelly) and Mark (Benjamin 
Stockham), learn that their ec-

centric grandfather once owned 
the island but vanished without 

a trace...
May 17 2019 

25:05 

Love Don’t Cost a Thing
Science nerd Alvin Johnson (Nick 
Cannon) is proficient at engineer-

ing but incompetent when it 
comes to dating. One day, popular 

girl Paris Morgan (Christina 
Milian) appears at the auto shop 

where he works after school. 
May 23 2019 

12:05 

Richie Rich
Richie Rich (Macaulay Culkin) 

has every toy any little boy 
could ever want, in addition to 
an adoring mother (Christine 
Ebersole) and father (Edward 

Herrmann). The one thing Richie 
doesn’t have is friends. 

May 26 2019 
15:24

Le Week-End
A British couple return to 

Paris many years after their 
honeymoon to rejuvenate their 

marriage.
May 24 2019 

00:05 

WAYWARD PINES
Executive producer M. Night 

Shyamalan brings Blake Crouch’s 
best-selling trilogy of novels, 

“Pines,” to life in this psychologi-
cal, mind-bending thriller about 

a mysterious small town in Idaho 
called Wayward Pines. 

May 26 2019
 9:35 

The Walking Dead
Based on the comic book series 

written by Robert Kirkman, this 
gritty drama portrays life in the 
weeks and months following a 

zombie apocalypse. Led by police 
officer Rick Grimes, his family 
and a group of other survivors 

find themselves constantly...
May 21 2019 

4:10  

Castle
Bored with his success, 

celebrated mystery novelist 
Rick Castle teams with NYPD 

Detective Kate Beckett to solve 
the case of a copycat killer who 
re-creates murder scenes from 

Rick’s novels. 
May 25 2019 

3:10 

Bones
Dr. Temperance Brennan, a fo-

rensic anthropologist who works 
at the Jeffersonian Institution 
and also writes books, has an 

impressive ability to read clues 
from victims’ bones. 

May 26 2019
1:40 



TV DRAMA FILMS PERSONALITY
Now showing @ Silverbird Galleria, Victoria Island THE WEEK ESSENTIAL NEW RELEASES 

COMING SOON MOVIE REVIEW
 Synopsis:
Before she was Wonder 
Woman (Gal Gadot), she 
was Diana, princess of 
the Amazons, trained to 
be an unconquerable 
warrior. Raised on a shel-
tered island paradise, 
Diana meets an American 
pilot (Chris Pine) who tells 

 Warner has juggled King Arthur’s re-
lease date for the past two years, amid 
reshoots and other delays that took a 
serious toll on its advance buzz. But the 
proof is in the pudding, so does the pic-
ture defy that early negative reputation, 
or is it really DOA as everyone expects?
The poor buzz and overwhelmingly 
negative reviews -- it’s currently at 26% 
on Rotten Tomatoes, meaning about 
3/4 of film critics featured on the site 
gave it a “rotten” score, while the other 
1/4 said it’s “fresh” -- have combined 
with a lackluster ad campaign to create 
a ho-hum level of public awareness and 
decidedly little anticipation for this at-
tempted franchise-starter.
Budgeted at $175 million (a figure 
that could actually be higher in light 
of extensive reshoots and reworking 
of the entire film), the marketing ex-
penses push the costs north of $250 
million, but of course the studio isn’t 
on the hook for the entire investment. 
Regardless, the film is unlikely to score 

Wonder Woman King Arthur: Legend of the Sword

a box office cume anywhere near what it would 
need to break even, let alone turn the red ink to 
some shade of black. 
Somehow, the final product doesn’t work. Or rather, 
it only works here and there, offering occasional 
glimpses of what might have been possible had it 
been allowed a few more months or rewrites and 
rethinking before they started pouring money into 
production and reshoots. 
Reviewer: Mark Hughes   
 
Interested readers can also review a movie of his or 
her choice of not more than 200 words and sends 
to: nathaniel.akhigbe@businessdayonline.com.
SMS only: 08054692431 

Thought safely entombed in a crypt 
deep beneath the desert, an ancient 
princess whose destiny was unjustly 
taken from her is awakened in the 
modern era, bringing with her malev-
olence grown over millennia and ter-
rors that defy human comprehension.
Initial release: 2017 (Brazil)
Director: Alex Kurtzman

The Mummy

Transformers: 
The Last Knight
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NEWS
Synopsis:
After the murder of his father, 
young Arthur’s power-hungry un-
cle Vortigern seizes control of the 
crown. Robbed of his birthright, he 
grows up the hard way in the back 
alleys of the city, not knowing who 
he truly is. 
Initial release: 2017 (Belarus)
Director: Guy Ritchie

Synopsis:
Howard Wake-
field, a New 
York City law-
yer, hides out 
in the attic of 
his home for 
weeks, coming 
out in the 
daytime when 

 Synopsis:
Maddy (Amandla Stenberg) is a 
smart, curious and imaginative 
18-year-old who is unable to leave 
the protection of the hermetically-
sealed environment within her 
house because of an illness. 
Initial release: 18 May 2017 (Ger-
many)
Director: Stella Meghie

KING ARTHUR: LEGEND OF THE SWORD UNVEIL
KING ARTHUR: LEGEND OF THE SWORD

Two Baba, E-Money, other 
Celebrates Shina Peller @ 41

PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD MEN TELL NO TALES

WAKEFIELD

EVERYTHING, EVERYTHING

her about the 
massive conflict 
that’s raging in 
t h e  o u t s i d e 
world. 
Initial release: 1 
June 2017 (Bra-
zil)
Director: Patty 
Jenkins

King of Nightlife and owner of premium 
night club, Quilox, Shina Peller hosted 
friends and business associates in an 
elaborate dinner party at Eko Atlantic 
City to celebrate his 41st birthday as he 
was a year older on May 14, 2017.
The week-long celebration started with 
the special dinner party which attracted 
an array of celebrities including 2face 
and Annie Idibia, Kcee, E-Money, 
Hushpuppi, Swanky Jerry, Lil Kesh and 
several others
Gbenga Adeyinka, Kenny Black, Woli 
Arole and other comedians were at the 
event to crack up the guests with hilari-
ous jokes.
The finale of the celebrations went 
down on Thursday May 18, 2017 at 
Quilox night club with King of Fuji mu-
sic, Kwam 1 as the headliner.

Sunday 28 May 2017 C002D5556

Synopsis:
Robbed of his birthright, 
Arthur comes up the hard 
way in the back alleys of 
the city. But once he pulls 
the sword from the stone, 
he is forced to acknowl-
edge his true legacy - 
whether he likes it or not.
Friday: 11:20AM, 3:10PM, 5:45PM, 8:05PM
Saturday: 11:20AM, 3:10PM, 5:45PM, 
8:05PM
Sunday: 11:20AM, 3:10PM, 5:55PM, 
8:05PM
Monday: 11:20AM, 3:10PM, 5:45PM, 
8:05PM
Tuesday: 11:20AM, 3:10PM, 5:45PM, 
8:05PM
Wednesday: 11:20AM, 3:10PM, 5:45PM, 
8:05PM
Thursday: 11:20AM, 3:10PM, 5:45PM, 
8:05PM

Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2
Synopsis:
Set to the backdrop of Awesome Mixtape 
#2, ‘Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2’ contin-
ues the team’s adventures as they unravel 
the mystery of Peter Quill’s true parentage.
Friday: 1:10PM, 4:55PM, 8:05PM
Saturday: 1:10PM, 4:55PM, 8:05PM
Sunday: 1:10PM, 4:55PM, 8:05PM
Monday: 1:10PM, 4:55PM, 8:05PM
Tuesday: 1:10PM, 4:55PM, 8:05PM
Wednesday: 1:10PM, 4:55PM, 8:05PM
Thursday: 1:10PM, 8:05PM

THE FATE OF THE FURIOUS
Synopsis:
When a mysterious woman seduces Dom 
into the world of terrorism and a betrayal 
of those closest to him, the crew face trials 
that will test them as never before.
Friday: 11:25AM, 3:15PM, 5:55PM, 7:30PM, 
8:20PM
Saturday: 11:25AM, 3:15PM, 5:55PM, 
7:30PM, 8:20PM
Sunday: 11:25AM, 3:15PM, 5:55PM, 
7:30PM, 8:20PM
Monday: 11:25AM, 3:15PM, 5:55PM, 
7:30PM, 8:20PM
Tuesday: 11:25AM, 3:15PM, 5:55PM, 
7:30PM, 8:20PM
Wednesday: 11:25AM, 3:15PM, 7:30PM, 
8:20PM

Synopsis:
Humans are at 
w a r  w i t h  t h e 
Transformers, 
a n d  O p t i m u s 
Prime is gone. 
The key to saving 
the future lies 
buried in the se-
crets of the past 
and the hidden 

 Synopsis:
Unveil movie directed 
by the award win-
ning Robert Peters is a 
dramatic movie about an 
ambitious woman called 
Meg who left Nigeria in 
her teenage age to search 
for a better life in North America.
Friday: 12:40PM, 6:15PM
Saturday: 6:15PM
Sunday: 11:30AM, 6:15PM
Monday: 11:30AM, 12:40PM, 6:15PM
Tuesday: 11:30AM, 12:40PM, 6:15PM
Wednesday: 11:30AM, 12:40PM, 6:15PM
Thursday: 12:40PM

Sleepless
Synopsis:
A cop with a connection to the criminal 
underworld scours a nightclub in search 
of his kidnapped son.
Friday: 11:20AM, 5:50PM, 8:15PM
Saturday: 11:20AM, 8:15PM
Sunday: 8:15PM
Monday: 11:20AM, 8:15PM
Tuesday: 11:20AM, 8:15PM
Wednesday: 11: 20AM, 8:15PM
Thursday: 11:20AM, 8:15PM

The Bounce Back
Synopsis:
A relationship guru and best-selling au-
thor find himself falling for the licensed 
therapist who questions his methods.
Friday: 11:10AM
Saturday: 11:10AM
Sunday: 11:10AM
Monday: 11:10AM
Tuesday: 11:10AM
Wednesday:
Thursday: 

Power Rangers
Synopsis:
A group of high-school students, who 
are infused with unique superpowers, 
harness their abilities in order to save 
the world.
Friday: 1:55PM, 8:30PM
Saturday: 2:40PM

Synopsis:
Thrust into an all-new adventure, 
a down-on-his-luck Capt. Jack 
Sparrow (Johnny Depp) feels the 
winds of ill-fortune blowing even 
more strongly when deadly ghost 
sailors led by his old nemesis, the 
evil Capt. Salazar (Javier Bardem), 
escape from the Devil’s Triangle. 
Jack’s only hope of survival lie… 
Initial release: 24 May 2017 (Italy)
Directors: Joachim Rønning, Espen 

eat. His withdrawal 
leads him to examine 
his life, and he ratio-
nalizes that he has 
not abandoned his 
family...
Initial release: 19 May 
2017 (USA)
Director: Robin 
Swicord his family is gone 

to shower and 

history of Transformers on Earth. 
Now, it’s up to the unlikely alliance 
of Cade Yeager (Mark Wahlberg), 
Bumblebee, an English lord (An-
thony Hopkins) … 
Initial release: June 2017 (Japan)
Director: Michael Bay

Sandberg



S
uleiman Yinusa, an itin-
erant trader who hails 
from Danjuma Local Gov-
ernment Area of Katsina 
State, will ever be grateful 

to the Joint Task Force (JTF) Op-
eration Delta Safe for rescuing him 
from the hands of kidnappers at 
Oluasiri in Nembe Local Govern-
ment Area of Rivers State.

Telling his story to journalists 
at the headquarters of the JTF 
Operation Delta Safe at Igbogene 
in Yenagoa, Bayelsa State, Yinusa 
spent considerable time expressing 
appreciation to the Almighty God 
for sparing his life and having the 
privilege to recount his ordeal on 
the day his kidnappers had deter-
mined to murder him in cold blood.

Like every other trader who 
operates in the riverine areas of 
Bayelsa and Rivers states, the soft-
spoken Yinusa had gone to Aba 
to purchase goods to sell at Soku 
in Kalabari Local Government 
Area of Rivers State but he never 
knew that fate had decreed that 
he would spend the next 50 days 
blindfolded in a kidnappers’ den.

At Abonema waterside in Port 
Harcourt, he boarded a speedboat 
going to Soku but at the very 
first bend in the route, they were 
stopped by the armed kidnappers 
who tied them up, blindfolded 
them and took them to their hide-
out.

He was like any other con-
demned criminal on death row full 
of trepidation especially after he 
was introduced to one ‘Killing Of-
ficer’ and his family failed to raise 
the N10 million ransom demanded 
by the kidnappers and even when 
the ransom was lowered to N2 
million.

Yinusa became more appre-
hensive after he noticed that some 
of his fellow victims who could 
not meet the ransom demands of 
the abductors were no more just 
as those whose people were able 
to cough out the ransom were 
released; that was when they 
started beating him whenever it 
took their fancy.

He stated: “I got to Aba, I bought 
my goods to come and sell in the 
river. I was staying at Abonema. I 
got to the jetty, as I got to the jetty, 
I paid my tally - everything and 
the boat come full. They called us 
to enter. As we entered from Abo-
nema going to Soku, as we were 
just moving, the first corner when 
we go just enter, they were there.”

According to him, they took 
them, six in number, into the creek 
and “as they took us to the creek, 
they tied our eyes, nobody dey 
see road for there... They beat me 
in the morning time. There is one 

when dey call to me saying is the 
‘killing officer.’

“The killing officer came to me 
and opened my eyes to advise me to 
see his face very well so that the day 
when my date is complete, it is him 
that is coming to kill me. I was stay-
ing in their hand for good 50 days.”

Continuing his narrative, Yinu-
sa disclosed “they released some, 
some they killed them when they 
did not get money. They requested 
me, my people to bring N10 mil-
lion to them. And my people, they 
didn’t get even N1million, do you 
understand. From there now, they 
give me, we are dragging, we are 
dragging. They are bringing the 

price down to N2 million.
“So, even the N1million self 

we didn’t get it. My people come 
and begged them and priced 
them N100,000. So as them price 
them N100,000 them vex. Them 
come and beat me, tell me that 
my people, they are playing with 
them, do you understand.

“So, later now they carry me 
back and keep again. So, they are 
there trying to get that money and 
they gave me a fixed date when 
they are going to kill me because 
when I don’t bring that money 
when that day complete ... this 
very day we are discussing is the 
day they are going to kill me.

“Almighty He can work the 
way when he like. I was staying 
in their hand for 50 days then Al-
mighty come send Navy people to 
me. As they came there, even they 
didn’t know that we were there. 
They just opened fire on them. 
They were calling us egg, them no 
they call us human being.

“One boy was telling his fellow 
workers to come and kill us before 
they are going to run; someone tell 
am say no way. Before this people 
come and them don advance al-
ready. For my room, they are firing. 
Even them no know say someone 
wey inside that room go dey alive. 

“Because bullet wey them 

Victim rescued from kidnappers’ 
grip on day he was marked for kill

waste inside that room... because 
person wey me and am they we 
just lie down like this for ground. 
I was marching him say make he 
lay flat, flat, flat. He want stand 
but I was saying flat, flat, flat. He 
didn’t understand what I was 
saying.

“So, from there now, the man 
just say the thing don reach me. So, 
the way them tie my head, I turn 
my head for the ground. I see him 
trouser with blood. So, from there 
now I didn’t know who they are. 
So, as I come out now, I know dey 
see road, na one Navy man come 
open my eyes like this.

“As I open my eyes I see them, 
I say this is my government. I am 
very happy. They take me down 
to their gunboat; they took him 
down to their gunboat. They 
treated him and handed him over 
to the Navy people at Abonema. 
They took me to Port Harcourt. 
The man’s name is Philip, Ibo man. 
My people, so, that is the thing 
that happened.”

Earlier, while briefing jour-
nalists on the development, the 
Commander, Operation Delta 
Safe, Apochi O. Suleiman said: 
“Our troops over the weekend 
conducted successful raid op-
erations on identified camps of sea 
robbers/pirates and kidnappers at 
Oluwasiri and Agnidama creeks 
in Brass and Ekeremor Local Gov-
ernment Areas of Bayelsa State, 
respectively.

“During the operations in Olu-
wasiri particularly, the troops res-
cued two kidnapped victims. One 
of the victims sustained gunshot 
injury during the crossfire with 
pirates/sea robbers and currently 
receiving medical attention in one 
of our facilities in Port Harcourt. 
He is currently recuperating.”

He sounded a warning to all 
criminal elements and those who 
in one way or the other abet their 
unlawful activities in the Niger 
Delta region that the JTF Opera-
tion Delta Safe is resolved to ensur-
ing peaceful socio-economic envi-
ronment for businesses to thrive.

All the kidnappers escaped 
before the military stormed their 
hideout which makes Suleiman’s 
warning apt as he related the ob-
servation of his men on possible 
collusion between the criminals 
and residents of the area; they 
believe that the residents some-
how informed the kidnappers of 
the approach of the JTF which 
enabled them to escape arrest.

Some of the items recovered 
from the hideout include a me-
dium calibre gun with 7.62mm 
ammunition, an RPG launcher, 
three AK 47 rifles, three pistols, 
several rounds of ammunition, 
axes, a walkie talkie and voter 
cards.

SAMUEL ESE, YENAGOA

Suleiman, kidnap victim

40 SUNDAYBD C002D5556 Sunday 28  May  2017

ThisLife



The secret powers of cabbage

Princewill Okpala is African Young Chef!

A
re you looking for 
good foods to im-
prove your health, 
so you can live long 
and happy? It would 

interest you to know that eat-
ing cabbage is very beneficial in 
boosting one’s health as regular 
intake can enhance your overall 
health.

Cabbage is a leafy vegetable 
of the Brassica family; it is round 
or oval in shape and consists of 
soft, light green or whitish in-
ner leaves covered with harder 
and darker green outer leaves. 
This vegetable is  widely used 
throughout the world, and can 
be prepared in many different 
ways for eating; it can be pick-
led, fermented for dishes such 
as sauerkraut, steamed, stewed, 
sautéed, braised, or eaten raw.

Also known as headed cab-
bage, it has green, purple and 
white coloured varieties. Smooth-
leafed firm-headed green cab-
bages are the most common, with 
smooth-leafed red and crinkle-
leafed savoy cabbages of both 
colours rarely seen.

Here is a list of Health Benefits 
of Cabbage:

Anti-inflammatory Proper-
ties

Cabbage is known to accu-
mulate a build-up of calcium-
building complexes in its leaves, 
and one of the main components 
of that is glutamine. Glutamine 
is a strong anti-inflammatory 
agent, so consuming cabbage can 
reduce the effects of many types 
of inflammation, irritation, aller-
gies, joint pain, fever and various 
skin disorders.

I
t was an exciting and deli-
cious time at Harbour Point 
a few weeks ago when The 
African Chefs competition 
was held, at the end of which, 

Princewill Okpala from Nigeria 
emerged winner, with Xiniwe 
Bandile from South Africa and 
Kegbegnou Esso-essoou from 
Togo taking the second and third 
positions respectively, and they 
were presented medals.

The event opened with the 
national anthem and the intro-
duction of the judges. The par-
ticipants were also introduced 
alongside their mentors, after 
which Chef Tiyal Alile gave her 
welcome address. She encouraged 
all participants to do their best 
and reminded the audience that 
the continent was only divided 
by border lines but as Africans, 
we share a common denominat-
ing factor which is food. She also 
thanked the brands that sup-
ported the event.

Outside the competition arena 
was the experience centre where 

Life&Living

Availability of Vitamin C
C abbage is an abundant 

source of Vitamin C. It might 
be a surprise to know that it is 
actually richer in Vitamin C than 
oranges, which is traditionally 
considered the “best” source of 
that vital nutrient. Vitamin C, 
as one of the best antioxidants, 
reduces free radicals in the body 

BUNMI BANJO

that are one of the fundamental 
causes of premature aging. It also 
helps in repairing the wear and 
tear on the body through the 
course of one’s life.

An excellent source of vita-
min K

Cabbage is an excellent source 
of vitamin K and provides about 

63% of RDA levels. Vitamin K 
has the potential role in bone 
metabolism through promoting 
osteoplastic activity. Sufficient 
amounts of vitamin K in the diet 
contribute immensely to your 
bone health. Also, vitamin K 
has established a role in the cure 
of Alzheimer’s disease patients 
by limiting neuronal damage in 
their brain.

Brain health
Let’s not forget that cabbage is 

a very powerful brain food as the 
presence of Vitamin K and antho-
cyanin within cabbage can give a 
strong boost to mental function 
and concentration.

Cancer Prevention
Cabbage also has a number of 

anti-cancer compounds, like lu-
peol, sinigrin, and sulforaphane, 
which are known to stimulate 
enzyme activity and inhibit the 
growth of tumors, which can lead 
to cancer.

Contains sufficient amount 
of minerals

It  c ontains an ade quate 
amount of minerals like po-
tassium, manganese, iron, and 
magnesium. Potassium is an 
important component of cell and 
body fluids that helps controlling 
heart rate and blood pressure. 
Manganese used by the body as 
a co-factor for the antioxidant 
enzyme, superoxide dismutase. 
Iron required for the red blood 
cell formation.

Eye health
Cabbage is a rich source of 

beta-carotene, so many people, 
particularly as they get older, 
turn to cabbage for its ability to 
prevent macular degeneration 
and generally promote good eye 
health and delay of cataract for-

TV host and personality and 
Amiola Aguda were hosts for the 
day, and they constantly kept the 
guests engaged and entertained.

There were 10 young chefs 
from South Africa, Congo, Ghana, 
Togo and Nigeria, and they were 
judged on creativity, taste, work 
flow, technique, hygiene and 
presentation by the judges.

The judges were Kehinde 
Daniel, ceo Kots catering, which 
was founded in 1987. Mrs Daniel 
who is a Fellow and chairperson 
of the Institute of Hospitality UK 
(Nigeria branch) was recently 
awarded Fellow of Institute of 
Tourism Professionals.

Chef Coco Reinarhz was the 
second judge, who is from a linage 
of chefs. From Belgian descent, 
he has lived and worked in the 
Congo, Ivory Coast and Brussels. 
He is currently the Chef Patron 
of Sel et Poivre and Le Petit Sel 
restaurant in Sandton, Gauteng.

The last jury member, Chef Nti 
Ramaboa from South Africa is 
an exceptional business woman 
with a challenging schedule; she 
currently hosts eTV’s ‘The Perfect 
Ace’, is a regular live guest chef 

mation.
Protects the bones
Cabbage and other cruciferous 

vegetables are great sources of 
minerals, like calcium, magnesium, 
and potassium. These three es-
sential minerals are integral in the 
protection of bones from degrada-
tion and the onset of conditions 
like osteoporosis and general bone 
weakening.

Regulates blood pressure
The presence of potassium in 

cabbage also makes it a wonder-
ful way to protect oneself from 
elevated blood pressure, which 
increases the risk of heart attack 
and stroke.

Repairs body tissues
Cabbage can also speed up the 

healing process for wounds and 
damaged tissues.

Regulate the nervous system
Also, cabbage can also regulate 

the proper functioning of the ner-
vous system and reduce the effects 
of Alzheimer’s disease and other 
degenerative neural diseases.

Rich in fiber
It is very rich in fiber, the main 

benefit of roughage. This helps the 
body retain water and it maintains 
the bulkiness of the food as it 
moves through the bowels. Thus, 
it is a good remedy for constipa-
tion and other digestion-related 
problems.

Weight loss
Cabbage is frequently recom-

mended for people who want to 
lose weight in a healthy way. Since 
cabbage is packed with so many 
beneficial vitamins, minerals, and 
other nutrients, it is a healthy 
dietary option for people to eat a 
lot of, and it is quite filling due to 
its high levels of fiber.w

on eTV’s morning show ‘Sunrise’ 
and is regularly sought out by lo-
cal and international celebrities 
to cater at star-studded events. 
Her talent for creating delicious 
dishes and all things delectable 
has rapidly made her a household 
name.

The African Young Chefs 
Competition was founded by 
Chef Tiyan Alile who is the cur-
rent president of the Culinary 
Arts Practitioners Association in 
Nigeria, the founder and promot-
er of Culinary Academy and the 
Executive Chef of Tarragon, a fine 
dining restaurant and wine club.

For Alile, the idea of the com-
petition was to create a platform 
where young and aspiring chefs 
between the ages of 18 to 29 years 
could be empowered and rec-
ognised, as they learn from each 
other and network with veteran 
and new chefs and also grow in 
their craft.

Supported by Maggi, Flobyt, 
Strada Media, Just Food, Eko Ho-
tel, Moorhouse, Epe Resort &Spa, 
Eventful, Limehouse, Winestitute 
and BusinessDay, the competition 
will be an annual event

numerous vendors displayed 
their products, giving guests 
demonstrations. There were also 
mentoring sessions alongside 
the competition for interested 
guests who signed up during the 
registration to learn from their 
favourite chefs.

Chef Emeka of Helene’s Bistro, 

Chef Fregz, Tiyan and a few more 
veterans took the mentorship 
classes; teaching them how to 
brand and market their busi-
nesses, the importance of culi-
nary education and steps to take 
in order to excel in the culinary 
space.

IK Osakioduwa, a well-known 

MABEL DIMMA
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Travel

Down the memory lane in Gold Coast 

mers in the afternoon glaze 
f ro m  a s  f a r  a s  a p p ro x i -
mately 100 steps from the 
main gate.

With two larger foun-
tains that flank the status, 
the s c ene is s erene amid 
glamour.

Near the main entrance, 
there is a statue of a man 
p l ay i n g  a  g u i t a r  w i t h  a 
r o u n d e d  f a c e  a n d  f i v e 
s m a l l e r  s t at u e s  o f  m e n 
playing drums;  they are 
clad in the national dress. 
Trees are dotted through-
out the park, but they had 
n o t  b e e n  p l a n t e d  c l o s e 
together — this makes the 

park s e em more op en.  It 
was very well manicured 
and spotless — like Accra 
itself.

After feting on the beau-
tiful landscape of the park, 
the museum beckons.

I n s i d e  t h e  m u s e u m , 
Amah Mensah, the cura-
tor, takes you on a journey 
into Nkrumah’s life. From 
his study desk, a selection 
of books from his library, 
his personal belonging in 
university days and during 
his reign as president and 
b l a c k - a n d - w h i t e  p h o t o s 
that prove he was a man 
that operated in wealthy 

W
i t h  h i s 
t i ny  l e g s 
c l o s e  t o 
t h e  f o o t 
o f  t h e 

10.8 fe et  tall  status,  and 
hands clutch around the 
legs of the status, a little 
b oy sustains his  gaze on 
the image before him and 
w o n d e r s  w h e n  h e  w i l l 
grow tall like the status.

While still  wondering, 
his  elder brother is  p os-
ing for photograph with a 
foreigner at a tomb a few 
metres away without being 
s care d of the dead. Even 
t h e  n e w l y - w e d  s e e  t h e 
maus oleum as a vantage 
photography spot for their 
wedding pictures.

“ B e a u t y  o f  R e m e m -
brance,” echoes the child’s 
G h a n a i a n  f a t h e r,  w h o 
brings them for a picnic. 
The man regrets that his 
legs and neither his son’s 
will fit into the shoes of the 
Ghanaian Elder Statesman.

O f c ours e ,  there  is  no 
place in the whole of the 
old Gold Coast that reflects 
t h e  B e a u t y  o f  R e m e m -
branc e than the Kwame 
Nkrumah Memorial Park.

Designed in a style remi-
niscent of the Taj Mahal, 
the park brings every visi-
tor to a moment of stillness 
that leaves them wonder-
i n g  h o w  mu c h  a  s i n g l e 
p e r s o n  a c c o m p l i s h e d  i n 
his life time, and queries 
why a quarter of the feat 
are yet to be achieved in 
present day.

T h e  a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f 
Nkrumah as eulogise and 
immortalised in the park 
are yet the big shoes that 
the legs of new generation 
may probably not fit in. No 
wonder his people call him 
O s a g y e fo ;  m e a n i n g  “ re -
deemer” in Twi language.

But the park is most be-
fitting as more than 2000 
visitors throng the plac e 
to see, hear, read more and 
p h o t o g r a p h  t h e  r e s t i n g 
place of Osagyefo.

A p a r t  f ro m  t h e  u s u a l 
‘Akwaaba’- welcome from a 
very hospitable and warm 
heart from the gate before 
telling visitors the cost of 
entry, the pictures, quotes 
and write-ups of Nkrumah 
w e l l - p a c k a g e d  a n d  p re -
sented in a facing projector 
boards immediately after 
the entrance gate, further 

the welcome. The scene is a 
mini-exhibition on its own.

A  f u r t h e r  w a l k ,  a f t e r 
feting on the rich contents 
of the mini-exhibition, ex-
poses you to two reflective 
p o ols that draw you for-
ward to the bronze statue 
of Nkrumah. Each pool had 
two rows of kneeling, bare-
chested pipers, their right 
arms parallel to the p ool 
as they play their instru-
ments .  The e dges  of  the 
pool are also adorned with 
more diminutive fountains.

In a  sunny afterno on, 
t h e  g o l d  e x t e r i o r  o f  t h e 
bronze status always shim-

and affluent  circles ,  the 
museum is worth seeing.

On leaving the museum, 
there  is  yet  a  s ight  that 
will  sadden you. Against 
a backdrop of three single 
palm trees sits a bronzed 
statue in two parts that has 
been rusted to a chestnut 
h u e :  N k r u m a h’ s  h e a d  i s 
atop a marble blo ck;  the 
rest of his body is on an-
other block, the right arm 
raised to the sky, the left 
arm broken just above the 
elbow.

Moving a little closer to 
the statue, the inscription 
reads: The original statue 
o f  D r.  Kw a m e  N k r u m a h 
w h i c h  s t o o d  i n  f ro n t  o f 
parliament house opposite 
o l d  p o l o  g ro u n d s ,  A c c ra 
attacke d by a  mob,  van-
dalis e d as  it  stands now 
in the wake of a military 
w i t h  p o l i c e  c o u p  d ’e t at 
o n  2 4 t h Fe b r u a r y  1 9 6 6 , 
recovered for the national 
museum in 1975, this is on 
loan to KNMP from Ghana 
Museums and Monuments 
B o a r d  m o u n t e d  o n  1 1 t h 
June 2007.

Before leaving the park, 
t h e  q u e s t i o n  o n  e v e r y 
visitor’  l ips that saw the 
damaged status is “why on 
earth will  s ome one van-
dalise Nkrumah’s status?”

B u t  t h e  c u r a t o r  w h o 
sees his guests off to the 
gate always answers rhe-
torically - the vandalised 
status is a reason to visit, 
please come again and tell 
your countrymen to come 
and see it.
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Why Obudu Resort must not die

A
t an altitude of 
1 , 7 1 6  m e t r e s 
above sea level, 
Obudu plateau 
truly enjoys a 
climate typical 

of the temperate regions of the 
world - the temperature of be-
tween 20 oC – 28 oC between 
November and January, while 
the lowest temperature range of 
4 oC - 10oC is recorded between 
June and September.

From the stylish main en-
trance, the fun seems unending 
for those prepared for Mother 
Nature’s pamper that abounds 
in the Nigeria’s foremost sprawl-
ing resort.

The 11km of winding road 
with its 22 bends makes driving 
into the resort quite exhilarating. 
One of the most exciting bends is 
the “devil’s elbow,” which is half 
way through the stretch.

As you climb against the al-
titude from bottom hill towards 
the peak, you pass through tall, 
dense forests where the branches 
form a canopy that completely 
shuts out the sun. Driving up to 
the plateau, you will view rolling 
mountain ranges.

There is no pleasure you can-

not see at this highest peak in 
Cross River State - from nature 
to man-made. The resort hosts 
the first-ever cable car in Nigeria 
and longest in Africa.

The fun at the water park is 
for all, the cable car with world-
class facilities will give you same 
thrills of Europe and the US, 
while the canopy walk, mountain 
climbing and lush game in its for-
est reserve will not only keep you 
fit but marry man and nature.

Walking through numerous 
waterfalls, horse riding, squash 
and tennis nature beckon at 
you. A nine-hole golf course has 
been constructed alongside a 
club house containing a gym. The 
ranch also has a Health Centre 
and a Police Post, natural small 
swimming pool with a mini 
waterfall.

Hiking is an absolute must-
to-view, while Gorillas and other 
wildlife in the Rain Forest are 
worth exploring in the natural 
reserve.

The various African and con-
temporary styled accommoda-
tion options offered at the resort 
will also indulge guests with their 
world-class facilities.

It is however regrettable that 
till date, both domestic and for-
eign tourists are still dragging 

their feet to the resort. In an age 
of global terrorism, the tourist 
of today is a battle-hardened 
creature. 

However, it is infrastructure 
and not safety that is holding 
much of them back from un-
ravelling most African tourist 
potentials. But Obudu Mountain 
Resort has enough of world-class 
facilities, breathtaking nature 
and serenity to indulge any tour-
ist, no matter the interest.

The sad development gives 
great concern for many tourism 
and hospitality stakeholders.

What really is wrong? The re-
sort seems to be operating under 
capacity due to poor patronage 
among other challenges that 
make it to quest less for the tour-
ist’s dollar. Efforts by government 
and corporate bodies to encour-
age events and holidays at the 
resort have not been sustained, 
and few individual visitors seem 
to be looking elsewhere.

While infrastructure has a 
part to play, the poor holiday 
culture of Nigerians attributes 
to less domestic tourist presence 
at the place. It is about one hour 
flight from Lagos and Abuja, and 
between four and five hours 
drive from Calabar, the Cross 
River State capital. But most 

leisure buffs do not know that it 
is closer from Abuja by road. It is 
about six hours by road through 
Nasarawa-Lafia-Makurdi-Gboko-
Adoka-Obudu.

Apart from the lack of knowl-
edge of alternative routes, many 
people still ask where the resort 
is. It means the managers of the 
resort are not doing enough 
publicity and needs aggressive 
marketing to woo more tourists 
to the doorstep of Mother Nature 
domiciled at the resort.

Probably, that may be one of 
the reasons the Protea Group, and 
African Sun, former managers of 
the resort, left for more profitable 
city and business hotels. 

Some stakeholders strongly 
believe the managers of the resort 
may be relying on state subven-
tion to survive, instead of making 
effort at attracting the ‘tourist 
dollar’. While they recommend 
aggressive marketing strategy for 
creating more awareness of the 
potentials that are yet unravelled 
at the resort, they think the state 
government should co-operate 
with other states, corporate bod-
ies, business people and even 
schools to encourage policies that 
encourage tours, excursions, re-
treats and holidays at the resort.

Efforts at marketing the re-

sort, according to some of them, 
should extend to international 
travel and tourism events like 
World Travel Market in London, 
FITUR in Spain, ITB Berlin in 
Germany, and even Indaba, going 
by the way Nigeria is topping 
South African tourist arrival in 
recent times. 

However, the fate of the resort, 
according to one of the execu-
tives of the resort manager, lies 
on the hands of the 170 million 
Nigerians who should rather 
take advantage of the popula-
tion strength to sustain a vibrant 
domestic tourism. At least, that 
is one patriotic act that will not 
only ensure healthy living but 
sustain employees, revenue that 
accrue to government and the 
tourism industry to contribute 
enormously to the economy like 
others of its like in developed 
world.

The clarion call for the sus-
tainability of patronage at the 
resort is rooted in the fact that 
without it, the dream of the state 
becoming a prime destination 
in the country may be defeated. 
Then what becomes the fate of 
other states that do not even 
make effort at developing their 
tourism potentials?



FAAN loses over N250m to abandoned aircraft at Lagos Airport

F
ederal Airports Au-
thority of  Nigeria 
( FA A N ) , i s  l o o s i n g 
over N250 million that 
would have accrued 

as revenue from abandoned 
aircraft parking fees at the 
tarmac of the General Aviation 
Terminal (GAT), of  the Mur-
tala Muhammed Airport, Ikeja, 
Lagos,The Nation has learnt.

Investigations reveal that 
N250 million revenue loss is 
accumulated fees between 2005 
till date.

Apart from loss of revenue to 
the airport authority,such aban-
doned aircraft is impacting on 
the limited space at the airside 
for functional airlines.

A source hinted that FAAN 
has communicated in writing to 
the affected operators to remove 
the abandoned aircraft from the 
tarmac, but the operators have 
refused to bulge.

Investigations reveal that 
the abandoned aircraft littering 

the tarmac include four Boeing 
aircraft belonging to Hak Air, 
Bellview Airlines, Allied Air 
and DANA Air, ADC Airlines  
and others.

According to investigations, 
attempts by FAAN to evacuate 
some of the abandoned aircraft 
from the tarmac has triggered 
legal suit by one of the opera-
tors, which alleged that the air-
port authority has damaged its 
aircraft.

A source hinted that apart 
communication in writing, 
the airport authority has ap-
proached the House of Rep-
resentatives Committee on 
Environment to impress it on 
the affected carriers to remove 
the abandoned aircraft from 
the tarmac of the old domestic 
terminal of the Lagos Airport.

Investigations, reveal that 
the affected operators are ar-
guing that given Lagos as their 
operational base they are not 
supposed to pay parking fees 
for their aircraft.

Apart from Lagos Airport, 
abandoned aircraft belonging to 

Chanchangi Airlines litter the Ka-
duna and Abuja Airports’ tarmac.

Investigations reveal that 
abandoned aircraft belonging 
to Okada Air litter the tarmac 
of Benin Airport.

Abandoned aircraft belong-
ing to Kabo Air also litter the 
tarmac of the Kano Airport.

Experts have however ex-
pressed mixed feelings about 
28 aircraft littering airports 
nationwide.

“The stored aircraft that are 
kept at the country’s airports 
should not be there for people to 
see because at every approach 
and departure of an aircraft, it 
sends a bad message to passen-
gers, especially those visiting 
the country for the first time,an 
operator said .

An operator  suggested that 
the aircraft could be taken to a 
different location, such as the 
Museums or schools where 
students who are interested in 
studying aviation as a course 
would have an idea of how an 
aircraft looks and learn about 
its various components. 

However some experts have 
suggested that metal parts of 
an abandoned aircraft could 
be melted and used in making 
cutleries such as spoons, knives, 
cups and other kitchen utensils, 
others say the aircraft could 
also be refurbished to become 
restaurants or offices for avia-
tion companies in Nigeria, giv-
ing visitors the feeling they get 
while sitting in an aircraft.

“It is the responsibility of the 
owners of these discarded air-
craft to dispose of them properly 
or use their aluminium parts 
for cutleries or other domestic 
purposes,” Dung Pam, Chair-
man, Governing Board of the 
Nigerian Aviation Safety Initia-
tive (NASI), said.

Pam also suggested that the 
parts of the aircraft could be 
dismantled and used as training 
aids, for major aviation training 
schools in Nigeria, thereby giv-
ing students the opportunity to 
practice with the aircraft parts.

“It does not look good to keep 
these aircraft at our airports as 
it spoils the aesthetics of the 
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Delta Air Lines brings global junior 
achievement partnership to Africa

Dana Air promotes entrepreneurship 
with A.Y.E reality TV Show

D
elta Air Lines has 
expanded its global 
s u p p o r t  o f  J u n i o r 
Achievement (JA) by 

partnering with the organiza-
tion in Africa. The airline will 
sponsor JA Africa’s Innova-
tion Camps and Company of 
the Year (COY) programmes in 
Lagos, Nigeria, and Dakar, Sen-
egal, over the next 12 months.

“We have seen the benefits 
young people gain from Junior 
Achievement initiatives and 
extending Delta’s association to 
more of our global markets will 
enable a greater number of stu-
dents to achieve their academic 
and career goals.” said Bobby 
Bryan, D elta’s Commercial 
Director East and West Africa. 
“We are looking forward to 
working with the organization 
and hopefully inspiring more 
young people to consider a 
career in aviation.”

The COY programme is the 

D
ana Air has partnered 
Africa’s Young Entre-
preneurs (A.Y.E) Real-
ity TV Show as part 

of its plans to promote youth 
entrepreneurship.

Kingsley Ezenwa, Commu-
nications Manager of Dana 
Air, while signing the partner-
ship agreement with Africa’s 
Young Entrepreneurs said, ‘we 
are partnering with Africa’s 
Young Entrepreneurs Empow-
erment Nigeria (AYEEN), to 
identify budding entrepreneurs 
with exceptional ideas and help 
showcase their potential to the 
world.’

“As a responsible corporate 
organization, we are committed 
to helping young entrepreneurs 
actualize their aspirations and 
we believe there is no better 
way to reduce crime rate, and 
unemployment than support-
ing initiatives like this.”, Ezenwa 
added.

He noted that the airline has 
been in the forefront of youth 
development in Nigeria and 
only recently, the airline intro-
duced special fares for members 
of the National Youth Service 
Corps and students as part of the 
airlines’ way of supporting the 
efforts of the government and 
their parents.

Also commenting on the 
partnership, Joy Michael, the 
Regional Manager of Africa’s 
Young Entrepreneurs, stated 
that “Africa’s Young Entre-
preneurs and its 12 million 

signature showcase for both 
JA and the high school stu-
dents who complete the initial 
JA Company Program. The 
annual event allows young 
people to demonstrate in a 
competitive environment how 
their business and entrepre-
neurial acumen will engage 
business, education and policy 
leaders.

The Company Programme 
empowers groups of young 
people aged 15-19 to set up 
and run a real business over 
the c ours e of an academic 
year. They make all the deci-
sions about their business, 
from deciding on the company 
name and product, to creat-
ing a business plan, manag-
ing their finances and selling 
their products. The winners 
from the Lagos and Dakar 
national competitions, along 
with twelve other countries 
where the scheme runs, will 

members, is where the world 
connects with Africa’s young 
and fast growing number of 
entrepreneurs.

A.Y.E has successfully ex-
panded to 20 African countries 
including the United States 
and England with world’s most 
successful businessmen and 
women as the trustee honor-
ary members and executives 
to the organization. She stated 
that A.Y.E in the last four years 
has identified, showcased and 
equipped budding and emerg-
ing entrepreneurs with relevant 
resources to either commence 
or scale up their businesses.”

Commenting further, Mi-
chael said, “Africa’s Young En-
trepreneurs (AYE)  is happy that 
one of Nigeria’s most creative 
and youth-conscious airline 
Dana Air, is partnering with 
us and we encourage other 
well-meaning brands to come 
on board, as this promises to be 
bigger and exciting. The reality 
show is to influence start-ups, 
micro, small and medium en-
terprise to see the possibility 
of venturing into new business 
opportunities and scaling their 
existing businesses.”

Having bagge d two CSR 
awards for its community rela-
tions activities and flown over 
4.5 million passengers in the 
last eight years its operations, 
Dana Air is one of Nigeria’s lead-
ing airlines with over 27 daily 
flights from Lagos to Abuja, Port 
Harourt, Uyo and Owerri.

be invited to take part in the 
African final later this year in 
Johannesburg.

“We are honoured to have 
received this grant from Del-
ta Air Lines. Delta has been 
among JA’s strongest sup-
porters globally, contributing 
significantly to our mission 
around the world. We are excit-
ed to continue our partnership 
with Delta to promote youth 
economic empowerment in 
Africa” said Elizabeth Bintliff, 
CEO of JA Africa.

JA’s  Innovation C amps, 
meanwhile, provide a forum for 
students to address a specific 
business challenge and work 
in groups to find ways to over-
come the issue at hand. During 
the one-day camp, the team 
members may not know each 
other but will have to adapt 
quickly and find out how to 
work together most efficiently 
and effectively.

airports and gives the country 
a bad image to people who are 
passing through the country’s 
airports. 

Sam Adurogboye, General 
Manager, Public Relations De-
partment of Nigerian Civil 
Aviation Authority (NCAA), 
disclosed that there were at-
tempts to get the aircraft out 
of the airports but airlines that 
owned the aircraft got court 
order to restrain the Federal 
Airports Authority of Nigeria, 
(FAAN) from moving them, 
while others were moved out 
to the morgue at Ejigbo.

Adurogboye also suggested 
that the aircraft could  be sold 
out and the parts  used for cook-
ing pots, table spoons and other 
domestic products.

Henrietta Yakubu, FAAN’s 
acting general manager, cor-
porate affairs said notice has  
been placed in newspapers re-
questing owners  of the aircraft 
move them out of the airports 
within a period of time or will 
be  sanctioned.

Stories by IFEOMA OKEKE
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High levels of exercise linked to nine years of less aging at the cellular level 
...New research shows a major advantage for those who are highly active

Despite their best efforts, 
no scientist has ever come 
close to stopping humans 

from aging. Even anti-aging 
creams can’t stop Old Father 
Time.

B ut  n e w  re s e a r c h  f ro m 
Brigham Young University re-
veals you may be able to slow 
one type of aging -- the kind that 
happens inside your cells. As long 
as you’re willing to sweat.

“Just  b e caus e you’re 40, 
doesn’t mean you’re 40 years old 
biologically,” Tucker said. “We all 
know people that seem younger 
than their actual age. The more 
physically active we are, the less 
biological aging takes place in 
our bodies.”

The study, published in the 
medical journal Preventive Medi-
cine, finds that people who have 
consistently high levels of physi-
cal activity have significantly 
longer telomeres than those who 
have sedentary lifestyles, as well 
as those who are moderately 
active.

Telomeres are the protein 
endcaps of our chromosomes. 
They’re like our biological clock 
and they’re extremely corre-
lated with age; each time a cell 

C
ommitted to improv-
ing health care service 
delivery of the people 
,Oyo State Government 
has launched an Health 

Insurance Scheme.
The scheme, which is the first 

by a state government in the 
country,pegged the registration to 
N200 only and monthly premium 
fee of N650 while It is free for 
children under age 5 and pregnant 
women.

S p e a k i n g  at  t h e  l a u n c h 
in Ibadan, Governor Ajimobi 
thanked the people of the state 
for their support for his govern-
ment, noting that the results of 
his efforts to transform the state 
are manifesting.

The Governor said “we have 
taken Oyo State higher than we 
met it and we need to give back 
to the society. This insurance 
scheme is for everyone especially 
the poor and that is why we have 
“This health insurance scheme 
is one among the various health 
initiatives we offer our people to 
give them accessible and afford-
able quality health care. The free 
health, where several people are 
being treated, is presently go-
ing on across the state. We have 

Oyo flags off health insurance scheme, to 
provide employment for 627 health workers  

improved
safety and security across the 

state and we want our people to 
support our agriculture initiatives 

for food security. We are com-
mitted to making life meaningful 
to our people and everything 
humanly possible to achieve this 

will be done,” he added.
Ajimobi appealed to the peo-

ple not to deviate in their sup-
port for his administration and 
consequently urged them to get 
involved in the state Health Insur-
ance Agency.

In their separate goodwill mes-
sages, the Chief Medical Director 
of University College Hospital, 
Tope Alonge, the Managing Direc-
tor/CEO Ultimate Health Manage-
ment Services, Lekan Ewenla and 
the Managing Director of Alafia 
Hospital, Babatunde Agbaje com-
mended the Oyo State Govern-
ment and Governor Ajimobi’s 
administration for the initiative, 
saying that the scheme will give 
the citizenry access to quality 
health care.

Alonge ,a Professor promised 
that UCH will partner will the 
state government to improve its 
health sector, appealing that the 
people

should take advantage of this 
first of its kind health insurance 
scheme by a state government by 
being beneficiaries of affordable 
health care.

In his welcome address, the 
Commissioner of Health, Azeez 
Adeduntan said that there is no 
where in the world that health is 
totally free, explaining that health 
care is subsidized through health 

insurance scheme.
The Acting Executive Secretary 

of Oyo State Health Insurance 
Agency, Sola Akande said that the 
health insurance scheme is backed 
by an enabling law for formal 
and informal sectors, saying that 
attempts by previous administra-
tions to institutionalize the health 
insurance in the state suffered 
“Abortion at different stages of 
gestation”.

According to him, “Under the 
Ajimobi administration, the preg-
nancy has been carried to term 
and OYSHIA scheme delivered. 
The scheme will cater for those 
who need the services, and even 
those who cannot pay.

It will promote a standard plan 
with a benefit package that covers 
over 90% of disease pattern in our 
communities while the remaining 
10% will come with top up pack-
ages for interested residents.

“This scheme will provide im-
mediate employment for 627 
health workers and for the first 
time in the history of Oyo State, 
our local government health facili-
ties will have more than one medi-
cal officer rendering services to the 
people. Some other residents of the 
state can be gainfully employed at 
biometric centres and vouchers’ 
sales points,” he explained.

AKINREMI FEYISIPO, Ibadan 

replicates, we lose a tiny bit of 
the endcaps. Therefore, the older 
we get, the shorter our telomeres.

Exercise science professor 
Larry Tucker found adults with 
high physical activity levels have 
telomeres with a biological aging 
advantage of nine years over 
those who are sedentary, and a 
seven-year advantage compared 
to those who are moderately ac-
tive. To be highly active, women 
had to engage in 30 minutes of 
jogging per day (40 minutes for 
men), five days a week.

“If you want to see a real dif-
ference in slowing your biologi-
cal aging, it appears that a little 
exercise won’t cut it,” Tucker said. 
“You have to work out regularly 
at high levels.”

Tucker analyzed data from 
5,823 adults who participated in 
the CDC’s National Health and 
Nutrition Examination Survey, 
one of the few indexes that in-
cludes telomere length values 
for study subjects. The index also 
includes data for 62 activities 
participants might have engaged 
in over a 30-day window, which 
Tucker analyzed to calculate lev-
els of physical activity.

His study found the shortest 

telomeres came from seden-
tary people -- they had 140 base 
pairs of DNA less at the end of 
their telomeres than highly ac-
tive folks. Surprisingly, he also 
found there was no significant 
difference in telomere length 
b etwe en thos e with low or 
moderate physical activity and 
the sedentary people.

Although the exact mecha-
nism for how exercise preserves 
telomeres is unknown, Tucker 
said it may be tied to inflam-
mation and oxidative stress. 
Previous studies have shown 
telomere length is closely re-
lated to those two factors and 
it is known that exercise can 
suppress  inflammation and 

oxidative stress over time.
“We know that regular phys-

ical activity helps to reduce 
m o r t a l i t y  a n d  p ro l o n g  l i f e , 
and now we know part of that 
advantage may be due to the 
p re s e r vat i o n  o f  t e l o m e re s ,” 
Tucker said

-Brigham Young University
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T
he semifinals of the 
GTBank sponsored 
Principals Cup played 
out an assortment of 
beautiful football on 

Wednesday May 24, 2017 at the 
Onikan Stadium. As excepted, 
the games played recorded less 
goals than the quarter finals 
and soccer fans can testify of 
the increasing competitive-
ness on the pitch as each game 
gained increasing momentums 
as each team fought for their 
chance to lift the Trophy.

With 27 goals scored in the 
quarterfinals stage of the com-
petition and 20 goals in the 
semi-finals and this time the 
female category scored more 
goals, scoring 11 goals while the 
male category scored 9 goals.

On Wednesday morning, 
the first two games were played 
by the female category between 
Sanya Senior Grammar School, 
Surulere against Government 
Senior College, Agege, the game 
ended goalless draw in full 
time. Government Senior Col-
lege Team won 3-5 on penalty 
shootouts sending Sanya Senior 
Grammar School home. In the 
second game played, Ikorodu 
Senior High School, Ikorodu lost 

ANTHONY NLEBEM & 
HEZRON ATUNDE

ANTHONY NLEBEM
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GTBank Principals Cup reaches impressive final

Best of Basketball hits Lagos this Sunday
… as CBL names players for All-Stars game

One of the major high-
lights of the closing 
events for the Conti-

nental Basketball League in 
Yaoundé was the introduction 
of the All-Stars team to the 
public. The ceremony done at 
the break in the furious game 
between hosts Yaoundé Giants 
and Libreville Izobe Giants saw 
Ayo Bakare of the Eko Kings 
and his former player God-
win Owinje to coach the West 
Team. The game is billed for 
Sunday at the Teslim Balogun 
Stadium, Lagos from 7pm.

The Stars of the West are 
popular demand Mark Hill (Eko 
Kings), Harrison Denose (Abi-
djan Raiders), Kelechi Anunna 
(Kings) Tom Bush Wamuo-
kota (Kings) and Mohammed 
Ewida also of the Kings. There 
is also Ikenna Bryant Mbam-
alu of the Lagos Warriors, Di-
dier Eric Tape (Raiders), Thomas 
George Kings, Serge Asserlain 
Pohohoolu (Raiders) and Lo-
renzo Wakefield Ellison of the 
Warriors.

their bid for the Cup by a single 
goal margin to the Isale Eko 
Grammar School, Lagos Island 
in a game that ended 2-1.

In the afternoon, the male 
teams took the pitch in their 
quest for the trophy. In the first 
game, Ijaiye Housing Estate 
Senior Grammar School won 
2-0 over Ojokoro and Odogu-
nyan Senior Grammar School, 
Ikorodu.

In the second game, Muslim 
Senior College, Oworonshoki 

the development of life skills 
and this competition paves 
the way for youths to culti-
vate their sporting talents 
and aptitudes, while foster-
ing and building a healthier 
lifestyle at a critical stage in 
their lives.” He further stated 
that, “We are thrilled by the 
outstanding performances in 
the competition thus far and 
remain committed to provid-
ing an avenue for students to 
showcase their talents and 
passion for the game of foot-
ball even as they remain com-
mitted to their academics.”

Speaking ahead of the final 
game, Farouk Yusuf, head 
coach of Ijaiye Housing Estate 
Senior Grammar School said 
his boys would respect and 
not underrate their opponent.

“ Our aim is to emerge as 
the champions of the tourna-
ment, like I said earlier, our 
aim is to win the competition 
and noting short of that.

He lauded GTBank for or-
ganissing the high-level football 
games to discover raw and fresh 
talents and to grow the game of 
soccer in Lagos state

“ Am impressed with GT-
Bank for organizing this level 
of football tournament for the 
boys to exhibit their talents and 
I hope they continue. 

On a night of heavy rains 
and dark clouds, the Stars list 
for the Central Team are Jordln 
Mayes (Lagos City Stars), Ja-
quatte Anthony McDonald 
(Librevill Izobe Dragons), John-
son Esters (Yaoundé Giants), 
Thierry Bogmis, Chukwudalu 
Egbejiogu (City Stars), Lin Fran-
cis Kogbangoye, Jared Grady 
and Livann Obame Obame 
(Dragons). The other two stars 
are Ian Carter (Giants) and Pi-
eter Prinsloo (City Stars). They 
will be managed by Godfrey 
Dosseh (Raiders) and Pepouna 
Munyutu Souleymane of the 
Giants.

Before the All-Stars game, 
the players would have par-
ticipated in the Slam Dunk 
and Three-pointer contest. The 
competition will hold on Satur-
day at the same venue.

The CBL train moved back to 
Lagos on Thursday with all the 
players and officials of the six 
teams arriving at the Murtala 
Muhammed Airport aboard a 
chartered ASky airline flight. 
The contingent left Lagos last 
Sunday for Yaounde, Camer-

oon where five games were 
played over three days.

The Final Four and Champi-
onship will take place in Lagos, 
Nigeria on 3rd and 4th of June 

respectively.
On 3rd June, Abidjan Raid-

ers will take on Yaounde Giants 
by 4:00pm. Eko Kings will keep 
a date with Lagos City Stars by 

and Ikotun Senior High School, 
Ikotun played a goalless draw in 
full time but was decided by a 
penalty shootout, which ended 
in 4-3 victory for Ikotun Senior 
High School.

In the final billed to take 
place on Tuesday May 30, 2017, 
Government Senior College, 
Agege will square up with Isale 
Eko Grammar School, Lagos 
Island in their quest to win the 
coverted Cup for the female 
categories.

On the same day, Ijaiye 
Housing Estate Senior Gram-
mar School, Ojokoro will do 
battle with Ikotun Senior High 
School, Ikotun for the Cup.

There are no doubt that 
the games will be exciting as 
spectators look forward to an 
exciting games come Tuesday.

Commenting on the com-
petition, Segun Agbaje, the 
Managing Director of Guar-
anty Trust Bank plc, said; 
“Sport plays a major role in 

7:00pm.
The Championship Game is 

billed to kickoff on 4th June by 
5:00pm.



Why Sterling Bank supported Evander Holyfield, Tinubu’s fight
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UGOCHUKWU AKOBI

S
terling Bank Plc, Your 
One-Customer Bank, 
has said it supported 
the star boxing match 
b etwe en Asiwaju 

Bola Ahmed Tinubu, Africa’s 
leading Political Champion 
versus Evander Holyfield, 
former World Heavy Box-
ing Champion because it is a 
bank that cares and promotes 
culture.

Henry Bassey, Chief Mar-
keting Officer, Brand Man-
agement & Communications 
Group stated this at Rhumbles 
in Lagos organised by Afinju 
Concept International Enter-
tainment (ACI) to celebrate 
the two leading champions 
in their own rights as part 
of activities lined up for the 
celebration of Lagos @50 over 
the weekend.

According to Bassey, Ster-
ling Bank as a bank that cares 
with the primary purpose of 
enriching lives is constantly 
focusing on meeting its cus-
tomers needs with its new 
“Your One- Customer Bank 
Campaign” which recognises 
the need to solve specific 
problems in the life of its cus-
tomers by delivering bespoke 
services. 

He said the bank also, “ac-
knowledges that entertain-
ment plays a part in helping 
its target audience lead a ful-
filled life and will continue to 
connect with them through 
their passion points.” 

Feet n Tricks unveils National Football 
Freestyle Championship in Lagos

F
eet and Tricks In-
ternational, a sports 
and entertainment 
company aimed to 
develop and nurture 

the art of freestyle football has 
launched ‘Nigeria National 
Freestyle Football Champi-
onship’ in Lagos, Nigerian 
freestyle football competition.

Speaking at a press con-
ferenc e to announc e the 
commencement of the tour-
nament, Valentine Ozigbo, 
Chairman of Feet and Tricks 
international,  said,  “This 
platform is setup to promote 
freestyle football under the 
support of World Federation 
of Freestyle Football (WFFF), 
in the annual freestyle super 
ball. ‘Feet and Tricks are on 
the edge to provide an en-
abling environment for the 
sustainable development of 
freestyle football in Nigeria 

The Chief Marketing Of-
ficer highlighted other fresh 
perspectives that Sterling 
Bank is bringing to its cus-
tomers in the form of exciting 
youthful and award win-
ning products. The banks 
USSD solution *822# is simply 
magical, while the recently 
upgraded Sterling Mobile 
App delivers a cool engaging 
experience.

He stated that Sterling’s in-
volvement was beyond mere 
entertainment as Evander 
Holyfield’s REAL DEAL orga-
nization has a focus on youth 
empowerment, which is in 
line with the bank’s focus on 

the youth market. He also 
highlighted how the Bank’s 
Made in Nigeria campaign 
tied into the growing of Ni-
gerian talents who have over 
the years been a dominant 
force on the global boxing 
stage. 

“For Sterling Bank, the 
slogan is ‘grow what you eat 
and eat what you grow’. It 
is all about buying what is 
Nigerian to grow the econ-
omy just as it is done in the 
industrialized countries of 
the world. This will not only 
lead to income generation 
through export, it will en-
courage industrialization, 

create employment, reduce 
pressure on the Naira and 
bring about a realistic ex-
change rate against foreign 
currencies,” Bassey said.

The Chief Marketing Of-
ficer reiterated that the sup-
port for Made-in-Nigeria by 
the Bank was hinged on the 
need to change the misplaced 
priority of Nigerians on their 
preference for foreign goods 
over domestic ones and the 
need to align themselves 
with the federal govern-
ment’s policy objective to 
tackle the defective rheto-
ric against made-in-Nigeria 
goods and ensure a paradigm 

shift in this regard.
Bassey said the need to 

heed the wake-up call for 
the patronage of made-in-
Nigeria goods has become 
very necessary in view of the 
significant amount of money 
spent on the importation 
of consumable goods when 
there are viable alternatives 
in the country.

In a keynote address, Lagos 
State Governor, Akinwunmi 
Ambode commended Holy-
field, the only living boxing 
legend and his wife for com-
ing to grace the celebration of 
Lagos@50, adding that Holy-
field is also interested in pro-
moting the youth clinic with 
the objective of seeing new 
boxing champions emerging 
from Lagos state.

He said Lagos is a land of 
opportunities and a land full 
of champions and that the 
state was committed to part-
nering with Holyfield’s Real 
Deal Foundation to promote 
sports and youth empower-
ment in the state.

Ambode said as part of the 
partnership, Holyfield has 
donated sporting equipment 
worth $3 million to the state 
and had also agreed that the 
next international boxing 
bout would be held in Lagos.

Also speaking, Holyfield 
said, “If you want to be a 
world champion, we will give 
you the baton.”

and beyond.”
He added that the company 

is creating a platform which 
freestylers, who can use their 
feet and other parts of their 
body to show great control 
of the ball and can showcase 
their talent to the world.

“Feet and Trick signed an 
agreement with the World 
Federation of Freestyle Foot-
ball (WFFF) as a license owner 
of freestyle football champi-
onship in Nigeria. The com-
pany has a five years devel-
opment plan, which has been 
endorsed by (WFFF) signed 
with the world body.”

The Freestyle Champion-
ships kick off on the July 22, 
2017 in Lagos, and the winner 
will represent Nigeria at the 
Super Ball in August 2017 in 
Prague.

The company is expected 
to expand its championship 
to sub-regional tournaments 
to cover each of the six geo-

selected to compete at the 
National Championship.

The 2017 National event 
will be classified under the 
official National competition 
with coefficient one (the sub-
national competitions for sub-
sequent years will be classified 
under unofficial competitions 
with coefficient 0.5). This 
event will have the full rat-
ing of a one star event from 
(WFFF), its targeting sixteen 
participants for the male cate-
gory and eight for the females 
category for the finals.

Interested athletes are to 
register on the platform and up-
load a 30 seconds video of them 
free styling. These video entries 
will be subjected to a screening 
process by professional judges 
before being shortlisted for the 
online voting.

Interested Athletes are 
to visit the website www.
feetandtricks.com to upload 
their videos.

political zones in Nigeria, 
starting from 2018.

The sub-national (unof-
ficial) competitions will hold 
in the months leading up to 

the National competitions, 
which will hold in July every 
year from 2018. Winners in 
the regional championships, 
top freestyle athletes will be 
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M
ay 29th, 2017  marks a threshold for 
assessing Nigeria’s democracy and 
President Muhammadu Buhari’s mid-
term. Positive as things seem, all is not 
well with Nigeria. Beyond Western 

normative idea of good governance, Nigeria missed 
the age of convergence, which Jeffrey Sachs once 
described as “the tendency of developing countries like 
Nigeria to make unprecedented economic advances 
through the deployment of best practices and advanced 
technologies.” Sachs’ assessment was off mark. This 
much is known. In five decades, statist Nigeria missed 
out on the best practices of good governance and 
technological advancement. Nigeria also missed the 
opportunity to lead the power grouping that Prof. 
Bolaji Akinyemi named the  Concert of Medium 
Powers.  Despite her rebased economy, Nigeria also 
missed out on the BRICS economic grouping, settling 
for the third-rate MINT grouping. Her non-qualification 
for and non-inclusion in the earlier groupings was not 
incidental, but self-inflicted. One may ask why such 
a fate? Like the question, the reasons are seemingly 
oblique, yet stark. 

There is merit in worrying about Nigeria. Hitherto 
and now, assessments of Nigeria using acceptable 
global development parameters have been negative. 
Presently Nigeria ranks 152 of 188 in the 2016 Human 
Development Index (HDI); 136 out of 175 in the 2016 
Corruption Perception Index (CPI) and the 13th most 
unstable country in the world out of 178 countries on 
the 2017 Fragile States Index (FSI). These triple-negative 
indices, coupled with a double-negative challenge of 
corruption and double-dip recession are worrisome. 
Moreover, weak cohesion and poor governance, two 
variables known to accentuate state vulnerability 
and collapse are prevalent in Nigeria. Contextually, 
whatever challenge Nigeria faces has cascading risk 
and negative spillover effect. 

As Nigeria struggles to situate herself positively in 
global affairs, dissonance in her governance modalities 
remains high. Such dissonance which is symptomatic 
of her extremely weak institutions, poses grave danger 
to her national interest; a subject her political leaders 
are averse to discussing publicly. Yet what is most 
worrisome is the tendency by Nigeria’s leadership to 
mistake noisome pestilence for governance. Indeed, 
governance in Nigeria reflects high artificiality, since 
political leaders now over-engineer governance by 
misconstruing hype, rhetoric, and incessant motion 
for good governance. Nigeria’s political leaders 
also gloss over prevailing drivers of fragility: social 
exclusion, resource disparity and the negative impact 
of politicizing national issues.

While Nigerians retain hope for concrete change, 
development and advancement, Nigeria struggles at 
all levels with governance challenges. Change remains 
elusive, which explains the Christian Association of 

constitutional dictates, including statutory appointments. 
It is most confounding that some policymakers even 
attempted to tweak the statutorily role and the delegated 
authority that devolves on the Vice-President in 
the absence of the incumbent president. Similarly, 
but unnecessarily, the debate of the pertinence and 
superiority of the Constitution, notably Section 171, 
has become rife, more so, where extant statutes like the 
Pension Reform Act 2014 (PRA) and the EFCC Act stand 
violated. Lost in the ensuing debate, is the fact that the 
extant checks and balances as crafted, were meant to 
foreclose on undue interference from the Executive 
Branch, as all statutory appointments are tenured and 
therefore protected until they lapse. One may ask then 
why political leaders in Nigeria keep repeating earlier 
distractive mistakes.  

The most troubling dissonance in Nigeria’s 
governance is the dichotomy between Nigeria’s ruling 
elite and her working class. Pretend as Nigeria’s political 
elite may, there is a badly broken relationship between 
Nigeria’s elite and the nation’s working class, including 
civil servants and unemployed youths. This chasm is 
reflected in the continued resistance by public and private 
sector employers to implement an agreed minimum 
wage across board. Growing bold civilian protestations 
against electric power distribution companies and 
looming strikes by the NLC and its affiliates underscore 
existing fault lines. Irrefutably, a great void exists where 
Nigeria’s middle class ought to be; and there is no assured 
formal migration from lower class to upper class Nigeria. 
Incidentally, Nigeria’s leadership elite, which is a minority, 
in mapping Nigeria’s governance challenges including 
poverty, consistently think of their needs first, then that 
of Nigerian working class, which represents the majority. 

Far more troubling is the messy handling of various 
national security questions. The Osborne Towers, 
cash cache is a case in point. Without prejudice to 
the investigative outcome of Vice President Yemi 
Osinbajo’s Panel, that the DG National Intelligence 
Agency (NIA) publicly vouched that the fund 
belonged his agency, should have instantly consigned 
the subject to the national security category; thus not 
a matter for the public domain. That is the nature of 
the intelligence and national security business -- often 
fraught with opacity. With the matter now in the 
public domain, Nigeria assumes greater risks; if not 
the evisceration of national security. Not to discuss 
the matter publicly now will smack of a cover up.

In two years, Nigeria made some progress in 
security and fighting corruption, but not much in 
good governance and development; after all, national 
development endeavours amount to naught, absent 
accelerative thrust. Indeed, change, progress and 
development have been halting. The promised 
change has not materialized and the political 
leadership rather than focusing on governance are 
politicking for 2019. Since good governance is about 
public institutions managing public resources efficiently 
via good decision-making, the present state of the nation 
calls for a deeper evaluation. Moving Nigeria forward 
requires civility, inclusivity, transparency and honesty 
in governance. Doing so requires confidence without 
attitude -- attitude towards the governed or attitude 
towards the opposition. Whilst anarchy or implosion is 
rarely contemplated in a democracy, they remain remote 
possibilities in any polarized nation. Also in a nation 
without differentiating political ideologies, anything is 
possible. Ditto any nation where noisome pestilence has 
replaced good governance. For these reasons we must 
refocus on good governance.
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Nigeria (CAN) recent call on the Federal Government 
to stop making excuses and tackle head on, challenges 
confronting the nation. CAN also asked the Federal 
Government to focus more on governance - an obvious 
upbraid of its anti-corruption fixations.

As various national issues fester – herdsmen 
violence, absence of an operational 2017 budget, non-
submission of budgets by 38 MDAs, broad violations of 
the Fiscal Responsibility Act, non-adherence to the Fiscal 
Strategy Paper (FSP) and the Medium Term Expenditure 
Framework (MTEF), the national debt rising to 23% of 
GDP, Biafra recidivism, militancy, coupled with a very 
sick president and related coup talks -- it’s now common 
for Nigerian policymakers to resort to obfuscating buzz 
words to convey a sense of good governance. Nigerians 
are hungry and dying. In a nation buffeted by recession, 
loss of purchasing power and high unemployment, the 
use of soundbites to convey good governance, without 
correlating evidence of concrete and implementable 
programmes, amounts to noisome talk. Relatedly, rule of 
law is increasingly being flouted, ignored or manipulated, 
and often made inapplicable to common interest. 
Besides the diminution of ordered liberties and extant 
statutes, precepts are being insinuated into the realm of 
governance as substitutes for law and order, due process 
and due diligence. These developments plus disrespect 
for judicial orders and separation of powers highlight the 
scope of the rut in the governance circles.

Traditional benchmarks for good governance are 
well known. But acknowledging and espousing these 
benchmarks hardly guarantee their deliverables. Beyond 
polemics, good governance is about accountability, 
inclusivity, rule of law, transparency, responsiveness, 
consensus-building, equity, effectiveness and efficiency in 
service delivery and above all, sustainable strategic vision. 
Good governance also demands frugality, operating 
within available resources, plus prioritization and 
equitable distribution of resources.

The down side of the prevailing dissonance in 
governance is that the much touted progress is marked 
by retrogressive indices and persistence of extreme 
poverty in Nigeria. A recent study shows that “Despite 
its vast oil riches and impressive economic growth, 
Nigeria has struggled to lift its people out of poverty 
over the past three decades.” As a recent 2017 World 
Bank report revealed, “35 million more Nigerians 
were living in extreme poverty in 2013 than in 1990.” 
Nigeria also reportedly lost a whopping $200bn 
over five years from the non-implementation of the 
Petroleum Industry Bill (PIB). Power supply remains 
epileptic nationally, despite Nigeria having spent 
over N5 trillion ($36 billion) since 1999 on the power 
sector. Expert opinion indicates that Nigeria can only 
enjoy 4600 megawatts of power, despite the capacity 
to produce 12,000 megawatts, due to infrastructural 
deficit and paucity of funding. Meanwhile, DISCOs 
are owed N600bn in unpaid power supply, and the 
Federal Government’s promise to infuse N701bn into 
the power sector has failed to materialize. These are 
revolting facts. That Nigeria is not seriously looking at 
alternative energy is in itself a gross policy failure. An 
attentive leadership should have long declared a state 
of emergency in the power sector. Relatedly, by now, it 
should be obvious to Nigerian leaders that the nation 
can’t tackle national infrastructure development 
challenges including housing deficits, without clear city 
rankings based on demographics, physical disposition 
and an analysis of the capacity of existing and envisaged 
infrastructure to cope with social demands.

Dissonance has also intruded into routine 

Week
Quotes of the

A Computer Economics report showed 
that annual worldwide malware ex-
penses increased by $10 billion (to $13 
billion) over a recent 10-year span. 
Google Research suggests that one in 
every 10 Web sites is infected with 
“drive-by” malware. In June 2009, the 
Windows Secrets e-newsletter reported 
that such seemingly safe Web sites as 
Coldwell Banker.com, Variety.com, and 
even Tennis.com were exposing Internet 
Explorer visitors to the Gumblar exploit, 
which threatens to compromise visitors’ 
systems in order to propagate.
IT professionals must encourage their 
users to follow several security prac-
tices to minimize virus, spyware, and 
malware exposure. But many computer 
techs are too busy to spread the word, or 
they don’t have the time to build an ap-
propriate memo or handout.

Blogs
From the 

“Nigeria must be massaged by all of us. No ex-
ception. It’s like a husband and wife, and I will 
say that we should even appeal; if anybody says 
he wants to go, not that we will say, you can go if 
you want to go. There is enough cake for each of 
us. And, if what you are asking for is more of the 
cake, then ask in a way that is pleasant, not in a 
way that can make others feel that you are not 
entitled to what you are asking for”. Olusegun 
Obasanjo, ex-president of Nigeria.

 “Our greatness, progress and development is in 
our ability to be the melting pot for all cultures, 
and as at today, there is no tribe in Nigeria that 
is not represented in Lagos. Lagos is not just 
national in outlook, it is international. The 
Americans, the British, South Africans are in 
their thousands; the Chinese are not in short 
supply; and the Indians even have a community 
in Lagos”. Governor Akinwunmi Ambode of 
Lagos state.

“For the railway project to have meaningful 
impact on the development of the country it 
should cover all parts of the country. Exclusion 
of the eastern section which links four zones of 
South-South, South-East, and North -Central 
and the North-East, and the key cities such as 
Port Harcourt, Enugu, Aba, Markurdi, Lafia, 
Gudi, Bauchi and Maiduguri is inexplicable”. 
Eyinnaya Abaribe, Senator representing Abia-
South Senatorial District.

Numbers
N134bn
The Asset Management Corporation of Nigeria 
(AMCON) said last Friday that it recovered N134bn 
in 2016.

N2bn
A group, Movement for Genuine Change, on Thurs-
day urged the Central Bank of Nigeria not to grant 
Shonga Farms Holdings Limited N2bn credit facility. 

Noisome pestilence as governance


