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Prince Henrique of  Portugal —  
called “Henry the Navigator” — 
was a younger son and brother of the 
Kings of Portugal in the 15th centu-
ry. He oversaw the rapid expansion 
of Portuguese navigation along the 
Western coast of  Africa and as far as 
the Canary Islands in the Atlantic.  
Henry sponsored the development of 
cartography and innovations in 
naval architecture and navigation 
that made Atlantic voyages a com-
mercial prospect .

This monument is above the Douro 
River in Porto, where Henrique may 
have been born. On the next page the 
national monument on the Tagus 
river in Lisbon.





A rococo Jesuit chapel in Porto heavily decorated 
with Gold and Silver from the Americas 



The Douro River, Oporto



Wine stores of the great English/Portuguese 
trading houses line the Douro River



The opposite bank of the Douro River





The University of Coimbra (also the 
previous page), founded in 1290, is 
one of the oldest in the world. Locat-
ed since the 16th Century in the Al-
caçova Palace it was a focus of Eu-
ropean Scholastic theology under Je-
suit administration in the 16th & 17th 
Centuries. The Marquis of Pombal,  
however, realigned it to a secular, En-
lightenment, curriculum in the 
mid-18th Century.  
This monument to the Marquis has 
several mythological figures whose in-
teractions invite captions (Law & Sci-
ence chatting at the base; the telamones 
with their extravagant poses; the Mar-
quis who appears to be singing, and; 
the putti at the top who seem to be 
ready to let go…)



An elaborate ceiling in the University’s Sao 
Miguel Chapel (above a rococo pipe organ)



The nave of the Sao 
Miguel Chapel



Lisbon from the roof of our hotel. The city lies in a shallow valley above the Tagus 
river. It was rebuilt in the late 18th century after a devastating earthquake 
“liquified” the ground under the mediaeval city; then one of the largest (200, 000 
citizens) and oldest (a Phoenician colony in about 1200 BCE) in Europe .



The monument to the Marquis de Pombal, 
Prime Minister of Portugal at the time of the 
Great Earthquake of 1775, stands at the top 
of the main traffic & visual axis of modern 
Lisbon. Pombal oversaw the redesign and re-
construction of the city. The Titan on the 
next page is a figure in the fountain.





This cog-driven tram — known 
as the Elevador da Gloria connects 
the lower town (the Baixa) with 
the Barrio Alto. A short distance 
away the Elavador Santa Justa 
(next page) also conveys pedestri-
ans to from the Baixa to Carmo 
Square in the upper town.  

The Baixa Pombalina is the 18th 
century town reconstructed under 
the supervision of the Marquis de 
Pombal after the earthquake.





The  Jerónimos 
Monastery, Lisbon





Images from Sept 2017, using an Olympus Pen-F 
and Olympus Lenses (chiefly 12-40mm f2.8)


