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CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
At a meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 24th June, 2015, at 7.00pm, in the 
Community Hall, Hamsteels Estate, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Councillor B Armstrong (in the Chair) 
and Councillors J Armstrong, FS Duggan, K Duggan, R Makepeace and L McKendrick 

and County Councillors D Bell, A Bonner and J Chaplow 
 
19. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
An apology for absence was received from Councillor D Robb. 
 
20. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 
There were no declarations of interest of requests for dispensations.  
 
21. REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
County Councillors reported on the following items: 
 

 At the Annual Meeting of the County Council, Councillor Jan Blakey had been elected 
Chairman of the Council and Councillor Robin Todd as Vice-Chairman.  Sadly Councillor 
Todd had died a few days after the meeting.  

 At the Annual Meeting of the Central Durham Crematorium Joint Committee, Councillor J 
Graham of Spennymoor Town Council had been elected Chairman and Councillor Maria 
Plews of Durham County Council as Vice-Chairman.  Improvement works to the crematorium 
were progressing well with the new building to house the book of remembrance being 
completed and opened.  

 A number of people had been taken to court for littering offences committed across the 
County.  

 A man had been taken to court for flytipping, with the incident being captured on camera 
which provided evidence of the offence and lead to the identification of the offender.  

 A major crackdown on illegal tobacco had taken place with four premises being raided and 
85,200 illegal cigarettes being seized.  

 Following the County Council’s decision to seek a judicial review of the Interim Inspector’s 
Report on the County Durham Plan, the Council had been contacted by officials from the 
Department for Communities and Local Government who asked the Council to enter into 
dialogue to achieve a satisfactory outcome.  Accordingly, the judicial review application had 
been stayed to allow talks to progress.  

 The Council proposed to introduce 20mph limits in the vicinity of around 30 schools across 
the County, these being identified on the basis of accidents and incidents. Due to the costs 
involved and funding available, potentially a further 30 schools could benefit from the scheme 
and criteria for deciding on where to introduce further zones were being drawn up.  

 Councillor Chaplow had accompanied members of the Hamsteels History Group when a copy 
of their book had been deposited with the County Archives.  Staff in the Archives had been 
thrilled to receive the book.  

 
Items brought to County Councillors’ attention included: 

 The sewer in Willow Road was leaking again.    
 The road in Rose Court had dipped and a crack had appeared in the road surface suggesting 

possible subsidence. 
 Items of litter/flytipping remained behind the shops in Western Avenue.   
 

Resolved: That the report be noted.  
 
22. AAP UPDATE 
 
Lynn Cummings from Mid Durham AAP was in attendance to provide an update on the Village Action 
Plans, work of the AAP and to identify any further priorities.  
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The Village Action Plans had been developed in 2013. Of identified issues, the need for broadband at 
Cornsay was being progressed through Digital Durham and the community centre at Hamsteels was 
an ongoing project.  Details were provided in relation to the youth shelter so that the Action Plan 
could be updated.  
 
In relation to future priorities and issues, it was suggested that as the community centre project 
developed new priorities would develop as would ways to respond.  
 
The AAP task groups had met throughout the year, looking at specific issues and projects.  Updates 
from the task groups were circulated.  
 
Durham Community Action had identified three volunteers from the area to take part in the 
Neighbourhood Network as the scheme developed.  A further possibility was to look into the 
Dementia Friends scheme to see whether it could be introduced with the aim of becoming a 
Dementia Friendly parish.  
 
Resolved: That the presentation be noted.  
 
23. MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meetings held on 27th May, 2015, were confirmed as a correct record and signed 
by the Chairman. 
 
24. MATTERS ARISING 
 
There were no matters arising.  
  
25. FINANCIAL REPORT 

 
(a) Agreement was given for the payment of: 

 
(i) £194.05 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for June. 
(ii) £48.40 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for April.  
(iii) £323.00 to Makepeace Landscapes in respect of grass cutting. 
(iv) £1,800.00 to Artis Consulting in respect of quantity surveying services. 
(v) £85.00 to TRACC in respect of play areas.  

 
(vi) £1,440.00 had been paid to Christian James Associates in respect of CDM Co-

ordinator services in agreement with the Chairman to allow the invoice to be paid 
before the due date.  
 

(b) Cheques issued:  
  
(i) 27th May 2015 £ 193.85 Clerk’s wages    No. 775 
(ii) 27th May 2015 £ 48.60 HMRC     No. 776 
(iii) 27th May 2015 £ 79.00 MG Ackroyd    No. 777 
(iv) 27th May 2015 £ 4,800.00 Artis Consulting    No. 778 
(v) 27th May 2015 £ 40.00 Cornsay Village Residents Association No. 779 
(vi) 27th May 2015 £ 100.00 Cornsay Village Residents Association No. 780 
(vii) 10th May 2015 £ 1,440.00 Christian James Associates  No. 781 

 
26. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

(a) Durham County Council - Details of proposed removal of streetlights on B6302 from 
Rose Court towards Cornsay Colliery, together with proposed 
mitigation measures. 
Resolved: That the Council had no objections to the removal 
of the streetlights provided that the identified mitigation 
measures were undertaken and consideration was given to 
repairing/improving the footpath which was in a poor state of 
repair.  
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(b) CDALC - Request for nominations for County Association positions to be 

filled at the AGM. 
Resolved: That Councillor David Bell be nominated for the 
position of Vice President. 

(c) Durham County Council - Detailed received on consultation on the Rights of Way 
Improvement Plan 2015-2018. 
Resolved: That the information be noted. 

(d) Durham County Council - Details received on consultation of Taxi Licensing Policy. 
Resolved: That the information be noted.  

 
27. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
There were no planning applications for consideration.  
 
28. FLYTIPPING CAMERAS 
 
The Mid Durham Parish Councils Committee had provided details of the costs of providing funding 
for the purchase of flytipping cameras which could be used to gather evidence of environmental 
crimes.  Local County Councillors were providing funding from their budgets for the purchase of 
cameras and it was hoped that the 10 parish councils in the area would also make a contribution to 
allow additional cameras to be purchased.  
 
Details of different ways in which contributions could be divided between the 10 parish councils had 
been provided.  
 
Resolved: (i) That the Council contribute towards the cost of the purchase of cameras under the 
powers contained within section 31 of the Local Government and Rating Act 1997. 
 
(ii) That the Mid Durham Parish Councils Committee be requested to determine the basis on which 
contributions should be calculated. 
 
29. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE 
 
The Chairman reported on a meeting which had taken place on 10th June with the Funding Officer 
from the Big Lottery.  The meeting had been an opportunity to explain the project in more detail and 
clarify a number of points on which the Lottery required further information. Following the meeting, 
the Funding Officer would prepare a report for the decision making committee and it was hoped the 
outcome would be known in Mid-July.  
 
The Clerk reported that tenders for the new building had been issued and were due to be opened on 
7th July.  In accordance with the Council’s Standing Orders, the tenders needed to be opened in the 
presence of the Proper Officer and at least one member of the Council.  The Clerk would be present 
as Proper Officer and any members who wished to attend the opening were able to do so.   
 
After the opening, the tenders would be assessed by the Quantity Surveyor and Architect who would 
report back to the Council with their recommendations on which tender to accept or which companies 
to invite to submit further information.  
 
Resolved: (i) That the report be noted.   
 
(ii) That the Chairman and Councillor Makepeace attend the tender opening, together with any other 
Members who are available and wish to attend. 
 

The Meeting closed at 8.00 pm 
 
Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
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