
8 November 2020 Year A

READINGS: Sunday Missal (Year A) Pg 586
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: For you my soul is thristing, O God, my God.
READINGS FOR THE WEEK: MON 9 November 2020 - SAT 14 November 2020
MON: Ezekiel 47: 1-2, 8-9, 12, John 2: 13-22 TUE: Titus 2: 1-8, 11-14, Luke 17: 7-10 WED: Titus 3: 1-7, 
Luke 17: 11-19 THU: Philemon 1: 7-20, Luke 17: 20-25 FRI: Second John 1: 4-9, Luke 17: 26-37 SAT: 
Third John 1: 5-8, Luke 18: 1-8

Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Pope Francis, in his General Audience, launched a new catechesis series on “healing the world” after the July recess. He says 
that Christian virtues of faith, hope and charity enable us to heal the physical, social and spiritual infirmities of our times, such 
as those revealed by the pandemic.   

Catechesis: “Healing the world” - 6. Love and the common good

Dear Brothers and Sisters, Good morning,

The crisis we are living due to the pandemic is affecting everyone; we will emerge from it for the better if we all seek the 
common good together; otherwise, we will emerge for the worse. Unfortunately, we see partisan interests emerging. For 
example, some would like to appropriate possible solutions for themselves, as in the case of vaccines, to then sell them to 
others. Some are taking advantage of the situation to instigate division: by seeking economic or political advantages, 
generating or exacerbating conflicts. Others are simply not concerned about the suffering of others; they pass by and go their 
own way (cf. Lk 10:30-32). They are the devotees of Pontius Pilate, washing their hands of the suffering of others.

The Christian response to the pandemic and to the consequent socio-economic crisis is based on love, above all, love of God 
who always precedes us (cf. 1 Jn 4:19). He loves us first. He always precedes us in love and in solutions. He loves us 
unconditionally and when we welcome this divine love, then we can respond similarly. I love not only those who love me — 
my family, my friends, my group — but also those who do not love me, I also love those who do not know me and I also love 
those who are strangers, and even those who make me suffer or whom I consider enemies (cf. Mt 5:44).

This is Christian wisdom, this is the attitude of Jesus. And the highest point of holiness, let’s put it that way, is to love one’s 
enemies, which is not easy. Certainly, to love everyone, including enemies, is difficult. I would say it is an art! But an art that 
can be learned and improved. True love that makes us fruitful and free is always expansive and inclusive. This love cares, 
heals and does good. Often, a caress does more good than many arguments, a caress of pardon instead of many arguments to 
defend oneself. It is inclusive love that heals.

So, love is not limited to the relationship between two or three people, or to friends or to family, it goes beyond. It comprises 
civil and political relationships (cf. Catechism of the Catholic Church [CCC], 1907-1912), including the relationship with 
nature (cf. Encyclical Laudato Si’ [LS], 231). Since we are social and political beings, one of the highest expressions of love 
is specifically social and political, which is decisive for human development and in order to face any type of crisis (ibid., 231).

We know that love makes families and friendships flourish; but it is good to remember that it also makes social, cultural, 
economic and political relationships flourish, allowing us to construct a “civilization of love”, as Saint Paul VI loved to say[1] 
and, in turn, Saint John Paul II. Without this inspiration the egotistical, indifferent, throw-away culture prevails — that is, to 
discard anyone I do not like, whom I cannot love or those who seem to me as not useful in society.

Today at the entrance, a couple said to me: “Pray for us because we have a disabled son” I asked: “How old is he?” — “He 
is pretty old” — “And what do you do?” — “We accompany him, we help him”. All of their lives as parents for that 
disabled son. This is love. And the enemies, the political adversaries, according to our opinion appear to be politically and 
socially disabled, but they seem to be that way. Only God knows whether they truly are or not. But we must love them, we 
must dialogue, we must build this civilization of love, this political and social civilization of the unity of all humanity. All 
of this is the opposite of war, division, envy, even wars in families: inclusive love is social, it is familial, it is political... 
love pervades everything!

The coronavirus is showing us that each person’s true good is a common good, not only individual, and, vice versa, the 
common good is a true good for the person. (cf. CCC, 1905-1906). If a person only seeks his or her own good, that person 
is selfish. Instead, a person is more of a person when his or her own good is open to everyone, when it is shared. Health, in 
addition to being an individual good, is also a public good. A healthy society is one that takes care of everyone’s health.

A virus that does not recognise barriers, borders, or cultural or political distinctions must be faced with a love without barriers, 
borders or distinctions. This love can generate social structures that encourage us to share rather than to compete, that allow us 
to include the most vulnerable and not to cast them aside, and that help us to express the best in our human nature and not the 
worst. True love does not know the throw-away culture, it does not know what it is. In fact, when we love and generate 
creativity, when we generate trust and solidarity, it is then that concrete initiatives for the common good emerge.[2]

And this is true at both the level of the smallest and largest communities, as well as at the international level. What is done in 
the family, what is done in the neighbourhood, what is done in the village, what is done in the large cities and internationally 
is the same; it is the same seed that grows and bears fruit. If you in your family, in your neighbourhood start out with envy, with 
fights, there will be “war” in the end. Instead, if you start out with love, sharing love, forgiveness, there will be love and 
forgiveness for everyone.

Conversely, if the solutions for the pandemic bear the imprint of egoism, whether it be by persons, businesses or nations, 
we may perhaps emerge from the coronavirus crisis, but certainly not from the human and social crisis that the virus has 
brought to light and exacerbated. Therefore, be careful not to build on sand (cf. Mt 7:21-27)! To build a healthy, inclusive, 
just and peaceful society we must do so on the rock of the common good.[3] The common good is a rock. And this is 
everyone’s task, not only that of a few specialists. Saint Thomas Aquinas used to say that the promotion of the common 
good is a duty of justice that falls on each citizen. Every citizen is responsible for the common good. And for Christians, it 
is also a mission. As Saint Ignatius of Loyola taught, to direct our daily efforts toward the common good is a way of 
receiving and spreading God’s glory.

Unfortunately, politics does not often have a good reputation, and we know why. This is not to say that all politicians are bad, 
no, I do not want to say this. I am only saying that unfortunately, politics does not often have a good reputation. But we should 
not resign ourselves to this negative vision, but instead react to it by showing in deeds that good politics is possible, indeed 
dutiful[4], one that puts the human person and the common good at the centre. If you read the history of humanity you will find 
many holy politicians who trod this path. It is possible insofar as every citizen, and especially those who assume social and 
political commitments and positions, root their action in ethical principles and nurture it with social and political love. 
Christians, in a particular way the lay faithful, are called to give a good example of this and can do so thanks to the virtue of 
charity, cultivating its intrinsic social dimension.

It is therefore time to improve our social love – I want to highlight this: our social love – with everyone’s contribution, starting 
from our littleness. The common good requires everyone’s participation. If everyone contributes his or her part, and if no one 
is left out, we can regenerate good relationships on the community, national and international level and even in harmony with 
the environment (cf. LS, 236). Thus, through our gestures, even the most humble ones, something of the image of God we bear 
within us will be made visible, because God is the Trinity, God is love. This is the most beautiful definition of God that is in 
the Bible. The Apostle John, who loved Jesus so much, gives it to us. With His help, we can heal the world working all together 
for the common good, not only for our own good but for the common good of all.

[1] Message for the 10th World Day of Peace, 1 January 1977: AAS 68 (1976), 709.
[2] Cf. Saint John Paul II, Encyclical Sollicitudo rei socialis, 38.
[3] Ibid., 10.
[4] Cf. Message for World Day of Peace, 1 January 2019 (8 December 2018).

* * *

Summary of the Holy Father's words:

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Dear Brothers and Sisters, in our reflections on the current pandemic in the light of the Church’s social doctrine, we have 
seen that the common good must be the goal of our individual and collective efforts to heal our wounded world. Our 
Christian commitment in this regard is inspired by God’s unconditional love, which calls us to set no limits on our love for 
others and our concern for their welfare. As members of the one human family, our wellbeing is a public not simply a private 
good. By placing every human person and the common good at the centre of our cultural, economic and political activity, 
we will create a genuinely healthy, just and peaceful world, and so contribute to the building of a true “civilization of love”. 
The coronavirus heeds no cultural or political barrier or distinction – nor must we impose any barrier or distinction on our 
love as we work for the common good in responding to the grave problems brought to the fore by the pandemic, in fidelity 
to our Christian vocation.

Source: http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/audiences/2020/documents/papa-francesco_20200902_udienza-generale.html
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[1] Message for the 10th World Day of Peace, 1 January 1977: AAS 68 (1976), 709.
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[3] Ibid., 10.
[4] Cf. Message for World Day of Peace, 1 January 2019 (8 December 2018).
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• 31 Oct Saturday  (10.00am to 5.00pm)
• 1 Nov Sunday  (10.00am to 5.00pm)
• 2 Nov Monday (10.30am to 12 noon, 1.30pm to 3.00pm
  and 7.00pm to 8.30pm)
• 7 Nov Saturday  (10.00am to 5.00pm)
• 8 Nov Sunday  (10.00am to 5.00pm)

Due to Covid-19, a group of maximum 5 persons with safe distancing of 1 
metre between groups and up to maximum 60 persons will be permitted in the 
columbarium at any one time. Each group will be allocated 25 minutes from the 
time slot given. Booking reservations can be done at the parish office from 
26 October, Monday on first-come-first-serve basis. Please call 6337 2585 
to make reservation. We thank you for your understanding and prayers.

Mass timings are as below:
9.00am (English)  •  12.15pm (Mandarin)  •  5.30pm (English)
Bookings for All Souls Day Mass through MARS from Tuesday 27 Oct ‘20
at 9.00am. Booking of the All Soul's Day mass will NOT affect your booking 
for weekend masses

Monday 2 November 2020

All Souls’ Day

Dear brothers and sisters-in-Christ,
For ALL SOULS DAY on Monday 2 Nov, our columbarium will be open on the 
following days and time for families and relatives to visit their loved ones whose 
niches are interned in our church.



https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/ http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSGhttps://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/ http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG

请点击链接观看。
别忘了与其他教友朋友分享。
请订阅我们的 Youtube 频道，并在我们的 Facebook 

专页点赞，可获得堂区资讯与信息。

11月7日起，星期六，早上10时
将通过以下 Facebook 与 Youtube 链接播放。

https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/ http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG
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To make MASS OFFERINGS during this
Circuit Breaker period

To make contributions to the CHURCH:

To make contributions to the
CARMELITE FRIARS (SINGAPORE)LTD:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Step 1: Make contribution via PayNow using

Parish UEN: T08CC4023DP2A
For PayNow Reference, please state “Mass Stipend –

<Your Name>”. Make a screenshot of the PayNow transaction.

Step 2: Email to sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg
with subject title: Mass Offering. 

Please state in email: Date of Mass, Name of the Person the Mass
is intended for,the Intention, Your Name (as the requester),

Your Contact Number.
Please include the screenshot of the PayNow Transaction.

Method 2: via Cheque
On a piece of paper, please state: Date of Mass, Name of the 

Person the Mass is intended for, the Intention, Your Name
(as the requester), Your Contact Number. 

Please crossed cheque and make cheque payable to
“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”

Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551.

(Mass offering contribution/stipend is $10 per Mass per name)

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Please refer to the images for instructions.

Parish UEN: T08CC4023DP2A

Method 2: via Cheque
Please crossed cheque and make cheque payable to

“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”
Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551. 

via PayNow (online transfer)
Please refer to the images for instructions.

UEN: 201706443H

Please DO NOT mail cash.



The Holy Infant Jesus of Prague 
Novena Devotion 

http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG
https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/

Every Thursday
10.00am 

Send in your petitions and thanksgiving letters
to the email or through Facebook Messenger below



Bring along
valid identification

Verification of
Mass booking

through MARS

Safe entry and
check temperature

Check-Out and
DO NOT gather
in church after mass

scan
QR code

at the pew
Adhere to
safe distancing
and DO NOT
change your seat

Wear
your mask
at all times

Follow 
directional signs
and instructions

DO NOT
SIT HERE

CHECK-IN

CHECK-OUT

bit.ly/sppctr Contact
Tracing

These measures are in accordance to MCCY guidlines and may be changed based on government advisory and COVID-19 situation.

As we prepare to return back to church for Mass,
be patient and follow the safety measures and

the instructions from our volunteers.

https://mycatholic.sg/schedule

Church of
Saints Peter and Paul



CHURCH OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL has Purchased a Gift For You!. Enjoy a 
free subscription to formed.org - an incredible online gateway to the best 
Catholic resources for children and adults! It’s EASY and FREE to Register! Go to 
sppchurch.formed.org. See that the name of Church is stated there. Click “Next”. 
Enter your name, email address and click “Sign Up”. You’re are ready to enjoy 
You’re ready to enjoy the inspiring and engaging content on FORMED! FORMED 
app is also available for download from Google Play or Apple App Store!

FORMED provides the very best Catholic content from more than 60 organizations

to help parishes, families and individuals explore their faith anywhere.

Supporting thousands of movies, children’s programs, ebooks, audio, parish

programs and studies direct to your browser, mobile or connected device.

Watch, listen and read,
anywhere, anytime.



https://tinyurl.com/yyu43ass

INFANCY NARRATIVES 

Registration

Love Offerings Options
PayNow : UEN T08CC4023DBA1
  This is the name that will appear
  ARCHDIOCESAN BIBLICAL APOSTOLATE
Bank Transfer :  UOB A/C No.: 451-300-686-6
Cheque Payable :  Archdiocesan Biblical Apostolate. 
    Post to 2 Highland Road, #03- 17 Singapore 549102    

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:   

 

 

4 EVENINGS sessions:
10 November – 1 December 2020 
By Msgr. Ambrose Vaz, Tuesday evenings, 
8:00pm-10:00pm (Online ZOOM)

4 MORNING sessions:
10 November – 1 December 2020
By Msgr. Ambrose Vaz, Tuesday evenings, 
9:30pm-11:30pm (Online ZOOM)

The Infancy Narratives found in the Gospels of Saint 
Matthew and Saint Luke focus  on the  accounts of 
Jesus' life as a child.  The root of these stories is the 
experience of hope found in the birth of Jesus and the 
examples of surrender and service embodied in his 
parents, Joseph and Mary. This is a story of longing and 
seeking, as demonstrated by the Magi searching for the 
redemption offered by the birth of a new king. Ultimately, 
Jesus' life and message is a story for today, one that 
speaks to the restlessness of the human heart searching 
for the sole truth which alone leads to profound joy

CATHOLIC WELFARE SERVICES (CWS) 

EMMANUEL SECOND CHANCE EDUCATION PROGRAMME 
Application Deadline is now extended to - 16 November 2020!

We are still seeking those who desire a second chance for a brighter future 
through further education, but have encountered adversity and are in need of 
financial assistance. This program includes a mandatory personalised men-
toring programme so that there is someone assigned to accompany them in 
their education journey and support them through their issues. If you are 
interested additional information can be found at:
https://www.catholicwelfare.org.sg/ESCE.html.



SPP Columbarium - To all the niche applicants & other person  concerned. The 
Parish Building is closed to the public for extensive renovation works which will 
include the columbarium. For the safety of the public, the columbarium will be 
closed. Subsequent niche blessings and internment of urns will take place on 
Saturdays (1.00pm to 3.00pm), on appointment basis only. 

Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i) Church of Sts Peter & Paul - for contributions/donations for general maintenance of  
 our Church and Mass offerings; 
(ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd - for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and
 Community;
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter) - for donations to the Society of St Vincent
 de Paul for the poor and needy.

Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr THOMAS LIM 
OCD, Priests in Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD Parish Secretariat: Jannie Lui, 
Liturgical Co-ordinator: Alex Wong, alexdominic@gmail.com

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be 
administered from 5.00pm - 5.20pm on weekdays and Saturday at the confessionals at 
the baptistery (back of the church). On Sunday, it will be available 30 minutes before 
each mass.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm

Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)

Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English),

  2.00pm (Cantonese), 4.00pm (English)

Weekday Masses : 7.20am and 5.30pm

Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday)

Infant Jesus Devotion : 5.30pm (Thursday, followed by Mass)

Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) 

Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday)

Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily

Secretariat’s Operating Hours : Mon - CLOSED, Tues to Fri - 9.30am - 6.30pm, Sat & Sun - 9.00am - 1.00pm

Lunch hours : 1.15am - 2.15pm. Closed on Public Holidays.

Columbarium Opening Hours : Please refer to SPP Columbarium announcement stated above.

Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
Tel: +65 6337 2585   Fax: +65 6334 5414   email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg   www.sppchurch.org.sg

SUSPENDED UNTIL
FURTHER NOTICE

During this period, our office staff 
will be working from home. If you 

have any enquries, you can still call 
the office number or email to us.


