
Secondary Shared Learning Activity – Why is it important to go to school? 

 

 

 
Download all our resources at 

http://www.linkethiopia.org/school links/teaching-resources 
 
 

 

Focus: Students think about why it is important to go to school and whether the same reasons apply in Ethiopia. They swap their reasons with students at their partner school. 
Responses from their partner school are investigated and used for discussion about similarities and differences.  

Curriculum links Whole Class and Group Activity  Individual Activity 

Citizenship/ PSHE 
 
English – Speaking 
and Listening 
 
Geography 
 
 
 
  

Ask students why they think it is important to go to school (eg. to learn to read, to get a good 
job, to meet friends). Make it clear that people will have different opinions about this and 
that their individual opinions are all acceptable. Write their responses on flipchart paper (and 
save them  for comparison when responses arrive from Ethiopia.) 
 
Ask students to work in small groups. Give out Reasons for going to school cards and ask them 
to discuss these in their groups and rank them according to which reasons they think are most 
important. They will need to be able to explain their reasons to the rest of the class. If they 
cannot agree, they should come to a majority decision. 
 
Take feedback from the groups on their top and bottom cards and their reasons for choosing 
them. Did they mainly agree or are there lots of different opinions within and between 
groups? Do they think children in Ethiopia will have similar opinions about reasons for going 
to school? 
 
Do they think going to school is mainly for their individual benefit (eg. so they can develop 
their skills, earn a living, lead an interesting life) or for the benefit of the country (eg. so they 
can do useful jobs when they grow up, will have the knowledge, skills and values to help their 
community, country and the world to be a better place)? Do they think the Ethiopian students 
feel the same? (Have another look at the Ethiopian’s ‘aspirations’ on the Olympics SLA) 
 
Tell the class that research in less economically developed countries (World Bank) shows that: 

 Education improves health – people who can read and write are more able to get 
health advice and act on it. A child born to a mother who can read and write is 50% 
more likely to reach the age of 5. 

 Education improves earnings – completing primary education increases a person’s 
wage by 5-15%. Primary educated farmers produce on average a 9% bigger crop. 

 Education reduces conflict – people who are more able to get jobs and make 
informed choices are more likely to negotiate peacefully. 

Ask students if they think the same things apply in UK. What differences might there be? 

Students complete the worksheet Why I think it is important 
to go to school. They write what they think are the most 
important reasons and can illustrate them if they like. Older 
students should also do the activities in ‘Why doesn’t 
everyone go to school’ before completing their worksheet. 
  
When the worksheets are complete, post them on to your 
partner school at the usual address. (It is a good idea to take 
copies so that they can be compared with your partners’ 
responses.) 
 
Please include a Shared Learning Grid (available for 
download from our resource website) in any work you send 
to your partner school. 
 
Our staff in Ethiopia will work with your partner school to 
carry out a similar activity. Their responses may arrive before 
or after you do this work. If they arrive first, do the activity 
with your students before sharing and discussing the 
worksheets from your partner school). 

 Follow up work Resources 

When replies are received from your 
partner, use these as a basis for 
further discussion, using some of the 
questions below. 
Do the Ethiopian students have the 
same reasons for wanting to go to 
school? Are any of their reasons 
different from yours? Why do you 
think this might be? Did any of their 
responses surprise you? If so, why?  

Reasons for going to 
school cards –  
 one set for each 
group, cut up in 
advance 
 Why I think it is 
important to go to 
school worksheet – 
one per pupil 
(2 versions of each) 

 
 
 


