
Supporting 
Question

How did England control the colonies through mercantilism? 

Formative 
Performance Task

Participate in a simulation that demonstrates how mercantilism 
worked during the colonial era.  

Conceptual 
Understanding

7.3a - Conflicts between France and Great Britain in the 17th and 
18th centuries in North America altered the relationship between the 
colonies and Great Britain.

Content 
Specifications

7.3a.2 - EXAMINE the changing economic relationship between the 
colonies and Great Britain, including mercantilism and the practice of 
salutary neglect.

Sources CLASSROOM VERSION:

● Google Slides/ PowerPoint simulation for notes and simulation 
explanation

● Link to simulation/handouts - Link to Google Slides 
presentation 

DIGITAL VERSION:

● Interactive Google Slides Lesson

Social Studies 
Practices

Economic and Economic Systems 

Through this simulation, students pretend to  trade goods exchanged during the era of mercantilism. They act as 
colonies or countries, and they have to make decisions based on new rules each round. Students learn about 
bargaining, and they also learn how trade restrictions can impact their profit. 

● These standards are specifically for New York State, however, you can swap out these 
and add your own. 

● This lesson requires clear coordination on the part of the teacher. Make sure you read 
through the rules and understand the simulation before you attempt to try this with 
students. 

● As each round of the simulation occurs, I really try my best to keep the traded products 
organized. This makes it much easier for me to redo the simulation every period. At the 
end of class, while students are working on the exit ticket, I refill the envelopes with the 
materials for each round. 

● This simulation does not include Africa - ON PURPOSE. I don’t think it’s any way 
appropriate for my students to be trading African slaves. Please don’t add them. 

● The Digital Version contains interactive slides for the students, but it does not include 
the trade simulation. Sorry, I just couldn’t figure out how to make it work without 
making it extremely complicated. 



● Make copies of the notes and the exit tickets for each student.
● Make copies of the trading cards and bank gold for the simulation. To make the 

process easier, I organize the supplies to be handed out in each round in envelopes, 
and I label each envelope with the location and the round number. This makes it much 
easier to have the supplies readily available after each round.

NOTE: This year, I color coded the resources, and this made it so much easier for me to 
sort the materials after they were turned in by my students. 

1. Discuss the Historical background as a class.  Annotate and define terms and answer 
exit ticket questions for homework. This past year, I added in some Pear Deck questions to 
check for student understanding, and this helped greatly. Pear Deck is free, however, 
some of the slides cost money. Check out my blog post on using Pear Deck here. You can 
also convert the questions in the Google Slides lessons to Pear Deck questions. 

1. Explain to students that this simulation is set up to explain how mercantilism worked.  
The goal of the game is to collect as much gold as possible.  Divide the students into 
groups of 3 to 6.  Each group should be assigned a colony or a country.  A short 
presentation is included so that the directions for each round can be presented separately.  
The exchange rates are presented on the board permanently so that students can see it 
that whenever they trade.  You should take your time when going over the directions.  
Students who are not “quick thinking” can be easily swindled otherwise.  As the teacher, 
you act as the banker, and one student from each group should be named to trade in raw 
materials and finished goods for gold bars.  

2. Each round takes about 5 minutes (you should time them to give a little urgency to the 
trading.) Before the exchanging begins, groups should name 1 kid the runner and they 
have to bring the teacher their goods to the exchange for more gold. 

3. By the end of the third round, the students should have noticed that England has most 
of the gold because of the way the rules are set up.  You can decide how you would like to 
go over the questions on the exit ticket. 

NOTE: Ideally, you should be able to re-collect and organize resources by the end of class.  
If this is not possible, separate copies should be made for each class. You will need 18 
envelopes for a class. These can be reused as long as you can refill them at the end of 
class. 

https://www.peardeck.com/
http://peacefieldhistory.com/10-ways-pear-deck-history-classroom/


COLONIES Round 1: Round 2: Round 3:

New 
England 
Colonies

10 raw 
materials 

10 raw 
materials 

10 raw 
materials 

Middle 
Colonies

10 raw 
materials 

10 raw 
materials 

10 raw 
materials 

Southern 
Colonies 

10 raw 
materials 

10 raw 
materials 

10 raw 
materials 

COUNTRIES Round 1: Round 2: Round 3:

Spain 3 gold bars 
and 3 finished 
products 

3 gold bars 
and 3 finished 
products

3 gold bars and 
3 finished 
products

England 3 gold bars 
and 3 finished 
products

3 gold bars 
and 3 finished 
products

3 gold bars and 
3 finished 
products

New 
Netherlands

3 gold bars 
and 3 finished 
products

3 gold bars 
and 3 finished 
products

3 gold bars and 
3 finished 
products

Each separate box 
indicates one of the 
envelopes you will 
have to present to 
students. You 
should have 18 
envelopes in total. I 
made the 6 groups 
different colors for 
easy organization 
(I play the banker, 
and then I just 
re-sort as items 
are traded in.) and 
then I re-organize 
the items at the 
end of class. 

● Assign digital slides through Google 
Classroom (or other online learning platform). 
This is a shorter lesson because it does not 
include the simulation. In this case, I would 
use this time to offer other options to students 
for creativity. The interactive questions and 
slides will take them longer than they first 
seem because they all require conceptual 
thinking. 

● Make sure to assign this lesson by making a 
copy for each student.


