
 
 
 
 

Feb. 28, Mar. 6 & 13  
  Inquirer’s/New Members Class 
 

Mar. 2 Taizé Worship & Soup Supper 
 

Mar. 6 Madeleine Woodworth Concert 
 

Mar. 9 Taizé Worship & Soup Supper 
 

Mar. 13 Daylight Savings Time Starts 
 

Mar. 16 Taizé Worship & Soup Supper 
 

Mar. 20 Palm Sunday 
 

  All-Church Breakfast 
 

  WMS Children’s Choir 
 

Mar. 24 PW Maundy Thursday  
  Gathering 
 

  Maundy Thursday Worship 
 

Mar. 25 Men’s Good Friday Worship 
  & Breakfast 
 

  Stations of the Cross 

Mar. 26 Easter Egg Hunt 

Mar. 27 Easter Sunday Worship: 

 7:00 am, 8:45 am, 11:00 am 

Apr. 1 Feeding America Food Truck 

Upcoming Events 
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March Worship Schedule 
 

During this interim period in the life of our church, we want to keep  

you informed of our Sunday morning schedules. Our Sunday services are 

at 8:45 a.m. (traditional with the Geneva Choir) and 11:00 a.m. 

(contemporary with the Gathering Band) 
 

The worship service schedule for March is:   
 

 March 6  The Rev. Linda Male, Communion 

 March 13  The Rev. Jill VanderWal 

 March 20  The Rev. Jill VanderWal. Palm Sunday 

 March 27 The Rev. Linda Male, Easter Sunday 

 

 

Season of Lent  
Worship Services  

 

Praying with the Saints 
A Lenten Taizé Series 
Wednesday evenings  

at 6:00 p.m. in the Chapel 
 March 2, 9 & 16 

followed by a soup supper  
in the lounge 

Palm Sunday, March 20 
 

9:30-11:00 a.m. 
All-church breakfast 

in the lounge 
 

Maundy Thursday, March 24 
 

10:30 a.m.  
PW Gathering and program with  
Spring Lake Presbyterian Women 

 

7:00 p.m.  
Worship service  

with the combined choirs  
of First Presbyterian Church  

of Grand Haven and  
First Congregational Church  

of Muskegon 

Good Friday, March 25 
 

7:00 a.m. 
Men’s worship and breakfast 

 

7:00 a.m.—7:00 p.m. 
Stations of the Cross 

(a self-guided walk-through  
in the sanctuary) 

 
Saturday, March 26 

 

10:00 a.m. 
Easter egg hunt for children  

ages 2 thru 2nd grade  
 

Easter Sunday, April 5 
 

Sunrise worship, 7:00 a.m. 
*Traditional worship, 8:45 a.m. 

*Contemporary worship, 11:00 a.m. 
*nursery available for children 

birth through age 3 

“The resurrection of Jesus changes the face of death for all His people. Death is no 

longer a prison, but a passage into God’s presence. Easter says you can put truth 

in a grave, but it won’t stay there.” 

Clarence W. Hall 
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Prayer Concerns:  
Harvey Bekins, Pat Elenbaas,  

 Betty Joelson, Ron Mass, Helen 
LaVercombe, Ruth Mastenbrook, 
Don & Shirley Swifney  

 
Congratulations: 

to grandparents, Marty & Jan 
Blanchard and great-grandmother, 
Ruth Suchecki on the February 4th 
birth of Quinn Louise Suchecki.  
Parents are Adam & Jackie 
(Blanchard) Suchecki 
 
to Matt Bussell, who has been called 
to serve as the pastor of Covenant 
Community Presbyterian Church in 
Carnegie, PA. Matt’s ordination and 
installation will be on March 13 in 
Carnegie. For the past two years, 
Matt has lived near Raleigh, NC, 
with his wife Bekah and daughter 
Meier. Matt is the son of Bill and 
Chris Bussell. 

 
Our Sympathy: 

to Kathy and Matt Olds on the  
February 4th death of Kathy’s  
brother, John Jerovsek, Jr. 
 
to the family and friends of Les  
Ennenga, who passed away on  
February 3, and Jo Ennenga, who 
passed away on February 10, 2016. 
 
to Robert and Sandy Ver Duin  
and family on the death of Sandy’s  
mother, Matilda Mishler, on  
February 11, 2016. 
 
to Tom and Susan Lentz and family 
on the death of Tom’s brother, Allen 
Lentz, on February 24, 2016. 

 
Thank you! 
 “Dear Church Family, 
 

Thank you for your prayers, cards and 
concerns, as well as the visits from 
Linda and Jill and for the beautiful 
prayer shawl. 
 

We are truly blessed to be part of the 
family of God at First Presbyterian. 
 

Thanks a million!” 
 

Don and Shirley Swifney 

In Our Church 

 
 
 

 
Every month, we publish upcoming birthdays of our members and friends 
who are no longer able to come to church regularly. We are sure that cards 
from their church family would be very welcome and appreciated! 
 

 

March 2  Cliff Pfaff 
  112 Poplar Trail 
  Grand Haven, MI 49417 
 
March 8  Don Edward 
  16989 Pierce 
  West Olive, MI 49460 
 
 
 

April 18  Millie Enders 
  Simarron 
  15255 Clovernook 
  Grand Haven, MI 49417 
 
April 25  Muriel Mersereau 
  Heartwood Lodge 
  18525 Woodland Ridge Dr. 
  Room 31 
  Spring Lake, MI 49456 

CPR and AED Training Offered  
for Ushers and Greeters 

 

If you are an usher or a greeter, we strongly encourage  

you to sign up for a 2-hour CPR and AED training  

session. Our next open session is March 14 from  

10:00-12:00 p.m.   
 

To sign up, go to:  

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b4ea8ae2aa5fa7-cprtraining 

or call the church office at 842-6760. 

 

You are the next important step... 
 

Our Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) and 
church leadership will be using an important  
survey tool from Transforming Church  
Insight [TCI] to gather input from you, our 
members and attendees, on a variety of topics.  

 

Grab a cup of coffee and plan on about 15-20 
minutes to take the survey. If you need access to a computer, there are several 
available in the church office during the week and on Sunday mornings. Paper 
copies are also available in the office and at the Welcome Desk. 

 

To Take the Online Survey: 

1. Log on to the website: http://bit.do/fpcgh 

2. Enter our church Password: fpcgh 

3. Answer each question according to the instructions. When you click 
“Finish” on the last page, your answers will be saved and you cannot change 
them. Questions? - feel free to ask Jill VanderWal. 
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From the Desk of Linda Male 

At  the congregational meeting 
on January 31 there was a question 
about the use of our special funds 
that are held at the Grand Haven 
Area Community Foundation. Both 
the Session and the Trustees hold 
discussions about our accounts prior 
to each yearly budget meeting. Both 
groups have deliberated good 
questions and have been careful 
about the use of the funds. Since this 
question was raised publicly, I have 
done some background checking 
with the help of the office staff about 
the history of the Alpha and Omega 
Funds as well as the Mission 
Memorial Fund. 
 
The Mission Fund does exactly as 
the title suggests. It is an endowment 
held by the Community Foundation 
and is intended for contributions to 
programs and projects approved by 
Session’s Mission Committee. The 
principal remains with the Foundation, 
and the earnings are available for use 
by our Mission Committee. 
 
In a similar way, the Omega Fund 
receives a distribution from the 
Community Foundation to be used at 

the discretion of the Session or 
Trustees for perpetual maintenance 
of the First Presbyterian Church 
campus.  The principal also may be 
used as necessary, but any money not 
requested by the church is rolled 
back into the principal for use at 
another time. 
 
At her passing in the mid-80s Doris 
Johnson created the Alpha Fund.  
Her family expressed her desire that 
it be an endowment fund with the 
understanding that a distribution 
would be available every year from 
the income. What is not needed for 
that year would be left in the fund to 
promote the growth of the principal.  
While there are no written 
restrictions on how the funds are 
used by the church, the original 
donor expressed a preference that the 
Alpha Fund be used to support new 
programs whenever possible. The 
Session uses its discretion each year 
in choosing to use the funds or not. 
 
In the past twenty years Alpha Funds 
have been transferred thirteen times.  
Some of those transfers have been 
for new programs and some have 
been to balance the budget, or a 

combination of both. The Alpha 
Fund has been a true blessing for 
First Presbyterian as it explores ways 
to serve God more fully. 
 
Through the generosity of donors, 
the ministry of First Presbyterian has 
grown for over twenty years. We all 
can contribute large or small 
amounts as memorials for those who 
have gone on before us or as a 
continuing support for a particular 
ministry.  These three funds in 
addition to several other special 
funds create a long-lasting legacy for 
the church. In the future the 
Stewardship/Generosity Committee 
will present other ways to enhance 
our giving possibilities.   
 
No matter how we give—through a 
final bequest or by weekly 
offerings—we give joyfully for the 
work of God here in Grand Haven 
and around the globe. We are blessed 
to be a blessing, and we are thankful 
for the example of giving set by 
those many saints who have gone 
before us.  Praise God from whom all 
blessings flow. 
 

In Our Church 

Save the Date! 
 

 
 
 

Sunday, April 24, 2016 
5:00-7:00 p.m. 

First Presbyterian Church 
 

WED X is a new event (like Ted X Talks). You are invited  
to an evening of music, food, and talks for all couples. The evening will 

be facilitated by Rev. Jill VanderWal. 

Join us and celebrate the life journey together. 
 

Child care will be provided by youth for a donation  
(funds earned will support summer mission trips) 

Save this Date Too! 
 

 
 
 
Sunday, June 12 

1:00 p.m. 
All-Church Whitecaps 

Outing 
 

$10 per person (including all-you-
can eat-lunch)/3 and under free 

 

Sign ups and more details  
coming soon! 



Tidings article deadline for April 2016 issue: March 21, 2016 
Submittals, suggestions or comments: sbryant@fpgh.org or firstpres@fpgh.org 

FPC editorial staff reserves the right to accept or decline, edit for length and content all submitted material. 
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In Our Church/Outreach 

First Sunday  
Food Collection,  

March 6 

 
 

Community Artist & Speaker Series 
 

Madeline Woodworth, Organist 
Sunday, March 6, 4:00 p.m. 
 

Madeleine Woodworth graduated from the  
Chicago Academy of Arts and is a freshman at the 
Eastman School of Music, studying organ with 
Nathan J. Laube. Her musical interests include 
singing, conducting, teaching, and playing in 
chamber ensembles. Madeleine has given several 
solo organ performances in the Chicago area, and 
won first place at the Great Lakes Region American 
Guild of Organists Convention in July of 2015. 
 

West Symphony Orchestra Children’s Choir 
Sunday, March 20, 4:00 p.m. 

 

The West Michigan Symphony Children’s Choir is a 
high-quality choral group for children ages 8 – 11.  
The choir provides choral training and experience to 
school-aged children throughout the Lakeshore 
communities. The WMS Children’s Choir performs at 
West Michigan Symphony concerts and independent 
concerts at “The Block.”  

 
All of the Community Artist events are free and open to the public. 

For the full schedule of our 2015/16 artists and speakers,  
visit the Music Ministries page at www.fpgh.org 

Every month, the Mission  

Committee collects non-perishable 

food and household goods like 

shampoo, toilet paper and laundry 

detergent for local food pantries.  
 

This month’s donations will go to 

The Mission for Area People in 

Muskegon. 

 

Please bring items to 

the designated spot in 

the Gathering Area on 

or before Sunday, 

March 6. 

 

Soulful Nutrition  
 

On April 1, a new 12-week session of Soulful Nutrition begins!  
 

Soulful Nutrition includes discussions about how 

God wants us to treat our bodies, lessons on good 

nutrition, and how to get there. Class also  

incorporates movement—beginning with 10 

minutes of walking and gradually increasing the 

time week by week, with a goal of walking Rosy 

Mound Trail by the end of the 12 weeks. 
 

If this sounds like a class you’d be interested in, please contact  

Alishia Terrill at msugal@tds.net. Class will run from 6-7 p.m., and will  

meet on a day convenient for all participants. 

Feeding America 
Food Truck 

 

Through your giving, the Mission 

Committee has sponsored a Feeding 

America Food Truck on Friday,  

April 1. 
 

The objective of this ministry is to 

offer love and hope to people who  

are struggling to make ends meet.  
 

Please come and help us package 

and hand out food or help carry food 

to vehicles. We’ll be in the St. Pat's 

West parking lot at  9:30 a.m. on 

Friday, April 1, until the food is 

gone (around 11:00 a.m.). This is a 

great family spring-break project!  
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In Our Church/Outreach 

Joyful Noise 

JOYFUL NOISE C-FUND BOOK DRIVE 
 
First Presbyterian Church is collecting new books on behalf of Joyful Noise 
from now until Wednesday, March 9, as the Joyful Noise C-Fund prepares for 
this year’s Love of Literacy Pizza Plus Books give-a-way.  
 

The event, which will take place at Loutit Library on March 16th, gifted 2,000 
books last year to children in need. Participants also enjoyed a free pizza  
dinner! This year, more of the same fun activities are planned, and Joyful Noise 
is reaching out to the community for help in collecting new, age-appropriate 
books for children ages 0-8.  
 

You can support the drive by purchasing books for children up to age 8 and 
dropping them of in the marked donation box inside the church office. The 

Wednesday before the literacy event, 
the books will be collected in time to 
organize them by age and genre for the 
event’s attending families. The Joyful 
Noise C-Fund thanks you for your 
help!  
 

More information on the book drive 
can be found at: 
www.CthePossibilities.org, and 
through the Joyful Noise C-Fund’s  
Facebook page. 

JOYFUL NOISE  
ANNUAL CARNIVAL  

 

Come One, Come All, to the 
Annual Joyful Noise Carnival! 

 
April 22 

6:30-8:00 p.m.  
 

Join us for fun, games,  
snacks and prizes!  

 
We will be having a blast all over the 
center! Every room, upstairs and 
downstairs, will be filled with fun 
games, and our 
rec. room will 
be hosting 
snacks, prizes, 
and more fun 
activities. 
 
Don't miss this fun evening for the 
whole family! 

Palm Sunday  
All-Church Breakfast 

 

Sunday, March 20 

9:30-11:00 a.m. 

In the church lounge 

Cost: free! 
(donations will be accepted) 

 

All are Welcome! 
(but please sign up at the  
Welcome Desk to help us  

estimate food needed) 
 
 

One Great Hour  
of Sharing 

 

Our church will be participating in the One Great Hour  
of Sharing offering on Palm Sunday, March 20. 
 

What is One Great Hour of Sharing? Each gift given to 
this special offering helps change the lives of people 
around the world in challenging situations by providing 
access to food, clean water, sanitation, education and 
opportunity. 
  

A few examples of the impact of your past gifts: 
 

 The Presbyterian Disaster Assistance program 
provided 220,000 people with food, water, shelter and 
medical care in the wake of the Nepal earthquakes. 
 

 Through international development work, The 
Presbyterian Hunger program has increased food security and the livelihood 
for people in over 30 countries. 
 

 The Self-Development of People program has provided clean water to 
10,000 children and their families in the Dominican Republic. 

 

Presbyterians have a history of working to build a more just, resilient, and 
sustainable future. When you give to One Great Hour of Sharing, you are 
supporting the gifts and talents of people and communities all over the world. 

http://www.cthepossibilities.org/
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Youth Groups 
 

Vine is our high school youth group, and meets on Sundays during the school year from  
5:15-7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Led by Caleb Zokoe 

 

Roots is our middle school youth group and meets from 6:30-8:00 p.m. during the school year in 
Fellowship Hall. Led by Caleb Zokoe 
 

Shine56 is our youth group designed for all 5th and 6th graders!  
Every Sunday evening, all 5th and 6th graders are invited for dinner from 6:30-7:00,  
followed by age-appropriate lessons. Shine56 meets in Fellowship Hall and is led by Becky Yonan. 

 

For the most up-to-date information on youth events, visit the youth facebook page. 
 

Contact Info: 
 

Visit our facebook page: FPGH Youth, Follow us on Twitter:  @Roots_FPGH; @Vine_FPGH 
 

Or contact Caleb Zokoe via email:  czokoe@fpgh.org  

Scholarship 
Applications  

 

Applications for scholarships to be 
awarded this spring are now 
available in the church office or on 
the high school page of our website 
(www.fpgh.org). 
 

 James and Lois Hillis Fund 
awards scholarships to students 
going on to any type of post high 
school education or training. 
 

 Ministries Scholarship Fund 
grants awards to high school 
students interested in any form  
of Christian ministry education.     

 

Applications are due in the church 
office no later than April 1, 2016.   

 

Family Life Ministries—Youth  

College Care Packages 
 

We know you miss them, and so do we! 

 

Please send us the address for your college student so 

their church family can send some goodies and good 

thoughts their way. You may contact the church 

office (842-6760) or Caleb Zokoe 

(czokoe@fpgh.org) with their names and addresses.  

 

For anyone who would like to donate care package items, here’s a list of 

things we’d like to include: 
 

 Granola bars     

 Microwave popcorn 

 Water flavor enhancers 

 Gum 

 Pre-packaged Rice Krispie treats 

 Ramen noodles 

 

 
Please send in any donations and/or new addresses in  

to the church office by March 6 

 Individual microwavable soups 

 Hot chocolate packets 

 Individual heat & serve mac and 

cheese cups 

 Travel sized hand sanitizer, tooth- 

paste, band-aids, lotions and soap 

Reminder!  

March 27—No Shine 56/Roots/Vine (Easter) 

April 3—No Shine 56/Roots/Vine (Spring Break) 

April 10—Shine56, Roots, & Vine Resume! (Yay!) 

“As you therefore have received Christ 

Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in 

him, rooted and built up in him and  

established in the faith, just as you were 

taught, abounding in thanksgiving.”  

- Colossians 2 

“I am the vine, you are the branches. 
Those who abide in me and I in them 
bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.” 
    - John 15  
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Family Life Ministries—Youth & Children 

Youth Summer 
Mission Trips! 

 

Vine  
June 25-July 2 

(open to students currently  
in 8th-12th grade) 

 

This year we're headed to Denver! 

 

Forms and $150 deposit will save 
your spot for this life-changing trip. 
See Caleb for forms and details.  

 

Roots 
July 9-15 

(open to students currently  
in 6th & 7th grade) 

 

We will be going to Charlotte, NC!  
 

Forms and $100 deposit will reserve 
your spot for this amazing trip. See 
Caleb for forms and details.  

What’s Happening in Young Children & Worship? 
 

We are excited to introduce the second book in our Young Children & Worship program to our first through third 
graders. The stories come from the book of Mark in the Bible and the stories are a little more complex.Younger 
children will continue learning the stories & parables from Young Children & Worship (book one).   
 

Below is the schedule of stories for March: 
 

 Room 16/17    Chapel (grades 1-3) 
March 6   Jesus and Bartimaeus  A Woman Anoints Jesus             
March 13  Jesus and Zacchaeus Too Afraid to Follow   
March 20  Jesus the King  Jesus the King  
March 27  Easter Sunday Easter Sunday   

 

If you have any questions, you can contact Becky Yonan at byonan@fpgh.org, or 842-6760, extension 14. 

 

Summer Camp 
Grants 

 

The countdown to summer 

vacation has begun! Make sure 

your kids are signed up for camp! 
 

Children's Ministries is thrilled to 
offer our "Camp Pathways Grant 

Program" to encourage all children 

from Kindergarten thru 12th 

grade to attend a Christian camp 
this summer. Each student who 

applies will receive grant money. 

This is not a need-based program. 
 

Applications and 
more details are 

available at the 

Children's 

Ministries desk.  

Sunday Night Youth 
Group Schedule 

 

Mar. 6 Shine 56 6:30-8:00 pm 

Mar. 13 Shine 56 6:30-8:00 pm 

Mar. 20 Shine 56 6:30-8:00 pm 

Mar. 27 Easter—no meeting 
 

Apr. 3 Spring Break—no meeting 

Apr. 10 Shine 56 6:30-8:00 pm 

Apr. 17 Shine 56 6:30-8:30 pm 

Apr. 24 Shine 56 6:30-8:30 pm 
 

All 5th and 6th graders and their 

friends are invited to join us  

for fun and food! 

Easter Egg Hunt 
Saturday, March 26 

 

Children age 2 through 2nd grade  

are invited to bring their Easter 

baskets and join us for the Easter 

story, an egg hunt, prizes, cookies, 

and fellowship.   
 

We will begin the  

fun in the lounge at  

10:00 a.m. 
 

(remember to bring 

your own baskets!) 

Reminder! 
 

March 20—Palm Sunday 
 

No Shine! classes  
due to Palm Sunday brunch  

between services 

March 27—Easter Sunday 
 

No Shine! classes or  
Young Children & Worship  
on Easter Sunday, March 27 

Shine34  

All third and fourth 
graders are invited to a 
special event on  
Sunday, April 17! 

Keep your       open for more  
information coming soon,  
but for now, put the date  
on your 



 

 

 

 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
616-842-6760 

 

If you are unable to attend Sunday morning worship: 

Tune your radio dial to WGHN-FM 92.1 

Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. to hear the previous week’s sermon! 

Or, visit our website:  www.fpgh.org  

March 2016 
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deliver to: (or current resident) 

 

! 
 
Your Easter flower dedications make it possible to decorate the sanctuary and to 
purchase flowers for the Easter worship services.    
  

Anyone who wishes to make a dedication may do so by completing the form below 
and returning it by Sunday, March 20, to the church office, or drop in the Sunday 
offering plate. After Easter, the flowers will be shared with those who are home-
bound or hospitalized. 
 

Please print the name of each person you wish to honor, along with your name and 
telephone number.  Suggested donation: $12 for each dedication. 

 

 DEDICATION 1.  Please check one:    _____in celebration      _____ in honor      _____ in memory of: 
 
 NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DEDICATION 2.   Please check one:    _____in celebration      _____ in honor      _____ in memory of: 
 
 NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Given by: _____________________________________________Phone:_____________________________ 

 
Make checks payable to: First Presbyterian Church, with memo notation: “Easter dedication” 


