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NEW NBA OFFICERS AND BOARD 

Amos Eastridge, KMTV, Omaha, is the new President of the Nebr aska Broadcasters 
Association. Roger Larson, KFOR, Lincoln, is President-elect. 

Orv Koch, KFOR, Lincoln, was elected Treasurer. 

New members of the board of directors are Joe diNatale, KODY, North Platte; 
Vern Stedry, KHUB, Fremont, and Bob Schnuelle, KGIN-TV, Grand Island. 

Continuing their terms on the board are Bob Clark, KNCY, Nebraska City; 
Frank Scott, KLNG, Omaha, and Ray Lockhart, KOGA, Ogallala. 

PRESIDENT 1S COLUMN 

Frank P. Fogarty is the new Executive Secretary of the Nebraska Broadcasters 
Association . 

Frank is a veteran broadcaster already known to most of the NBA membership. 
He began his broadcast career in 1950 as General Manager of WOW Radio. He later 
became Executive Vice President and President of Meredith Broadcasting Company 
and Vice President of the Meredith Corporation. 

He is past Chairman of the Radio Advertising Bureau; past Chairman of the 
Freedom of Information Connnittee of the National Association of Broadcasters, 
and former member of the NAB Research Connnittee; past Chairman of the Broadcast 
Rating Council, and former Director of the International Radio and Television 
Foundation. 

He is cur_rently a Management Consultant, Television and Radio Broadcasting , 
with offices at 502 Twin Towers North, 3001 Douglas Street, Omaha 68131 . Tele
phone: (402) 346-0505. 

At the recent NBA convention in Omaha, there was no mistaking the feelings 
of most members about the prob l ems fac ing broadcasting today. 

NBA members voiced their anger and frus tration to speakers and to each other. 
They want to stand up and be counted and they want NBA to be an aggressive and 
effective instrument in their behalf. 

Believe me, so do the officers and board of NBA. 

It takes involvement. 

The odds are excellent you will be called on to lead or be a member of one 
of several vital connnittees. I urge you to do so and to make a full-year commit 
ment to the job. 

Connnittee assignments will be made at the Board meeting Nov. 21 in Lincoln. 
If you have a preference for any of the following connnittees, call or write me . 

Freedom of Information 
Public Relations 
Political Action 
Higher Education 
Convention 

Traffic Safety 
Sports 
ETV 
Ak-Sar-Ben 
Tourism 
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN (con'd) 

Tentative plans call for a day-long session for all committees in Linco ln in 
mid-January to be followed that evening by a Legis l ative Banquet. 

Plans are also being discussed for a day-long meeting for all members as 
s ugges ted at the convention by Bud Pentz. There would be no guest speaker s; just 
no-nonsense discussion by members in a variety of areas. 

Other "mini-conventions" ar e in the works. On two or three occas i ons 
thi s plan, the board would hold its meeting in various a reas of the stat e. 
members in that area would be asked to attend for a day-long meeting. 

under 
NBA 

There will be more on the proposed area meetings in the January Newslet ter. 

Get invo 1 ved ! 

Amos Eastridge 

CHARLES THONE TO CONGRESS 

Charles Thone, who for ten years served NBA as executive secretary and 
- legal counsel, was elected t o Congress Nov. 3, representing t he First Nebraska 
District. At the Omaha convention, the Nebraska broadcasters passed this r eso 
lution: 

WHEREAS, Mr. Charles Thone, Executive Secretary/Legal 
Counsel for Nebraska Broadcasters Association for the 
past ten years resigned his position effective 
September 12, 1970, and, 

WHEREAS, during this past decade Mr. Thone has acted 
at the highest level possible in serving this 
Association and furthering its efforts and the 
membership; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Nebraska Broad
cas t ers Association ext ends it s deep apprec i at i on t o 
Mr. Thone for his unstinting service in all areas 
where broadcasters have needed sound advice, lobbying 
and counsel. 

"Yo u 1re a good man, Charley Thone! 11 

NAB FALL CONFERENCES 

CIRCLE ON YOUR CALENDAR NOVEMBER 16-17, dates of the NAB Fall Conference 
in Denver at the Brown Palace. Speakers will b e Howard Bell, president of the 
American Advertising Federation and former NAB Code Authority Director, the 
Honorable Rosel Hyde, former FCC chairman, and NAB President, Vincent Wasilewski . 

It' s important that we attend and participate in these meetings. There is 
still time t o send in your reservation if you haven't a lready done so. 

For the well-heeled broadcasters or those who like to wander farther afield, 
there are also NAB Fall Conferences November 12-13 at the Mo nteleone, New Orleans , 
and November 19-20 at the Mark Hopkins , San Francisco. 

S . 3637, THE POLITICAL CAMPAIGN COSTS BILL 

For t he fir s t time in twenty years Congress is holding a l ame duck session 
after the election and one piece of business will be an attempt to overr i de t he 
President's veto of S.3637, the bill which was supposed to control polit i cal cam
paigning expenditures. NBA urges all Nebraska broadcasters to see, phone and 
write the Nebraska senators and the congressman in their dist rict, urging t hem to 
be on hand when the vote is taken on overriding the President's veto. 
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President Eastridge wired the entire Nebraska delegation and received assur
ances that all members of the delegation will vote to sustain the Pres ident's 
action. However, it is a good time to thank them for the previous support, 
congratulate them on their election or re-election and make certain they are on 
the floor when the vote is taken. Please send copies of any correspondence on 
this subject with the Nebraska delegation to Frank Fogarty, NBA, 502 Twin Towers 
North, Omaha 68131. 

At the Omaha convention, the broadcasters unanimously approved the following 
resolution: 

WHEREAS, a bill #S .3637 presently in the Senate Connnittee 
would repeal the equal time provision of Section 315 of 
the Communications Act in regard to Presidential and 
Vice-Presidential candidates and, 

WHEREAS, the same proposed legislation would require that 
political time in all etections be sold at the l owes t 
rate granted by stations for a comparable time period and 
additionally impose a ceiling on campaign expenditures 
for broadcast media time by candidates in Federal elec
tions and in State elections for the offices of Governor 
and Lt. Governor, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Nebraska Broadcasters 
Association favors the repeal of the equal time provision 
as herein stated, but strongly opposes the lowest 
applicable rate and campaign expenditure limitation por
tions of bill as being discriminatory and ineffective 
unless all advertising media are included. 

NBA FREEDOM OF INFORMATION COMMITTEE 

At the request of President Eastridge, Jim McGaffin, chairman of NBA's 
Freedom of Information Committee, has 'written the Nebraska Bar Association ex
pressing interest in the resolution passed at the recent convention of the Bar 
providing for a permanent Bar/Media Committee. Jim' s l etter to Bar President 
Thomas M. Davies of Lincoln: 

11 The Nebraska Broadcasters Associa tion wishes to express its 
appreciation to the members of the Nebraska Bar Associat ion 
for their excellent contribution to and approval of the 
1Nebraska Bar-Press Guidelines for Disclosure and Repor ting 
of Information Relating to Innninent or Pending Criminal 
Litigation. 1 

"lt was a genuine pleasure to work with Paul Douglas, Jim 
Brown and Bill Line over the long months of drawing up the 

. guidelines . 

"The Nebraska Broadcasters Association stands ready to work , 
with members of the Nebr aska Bar Association and the Nebraska 
Press Association toward the successful implementation of the 
guidelines. 11 

McGaffin prepared a progress report for the 1970 NBA convention, but time 
did not permit reading it. His complete report is as follows: 

"To Nebraska Broadcasters Association S ep t. 2 9 , 197 0 

"The principal concern of the Freedom of Information Connnittee 
this past year has been the finalizing of the 'Nebraska Bar
Press Guidelines for Disclosure and Reporting of Information 
Relat ing to Imminent or Pending Criminal Litigation.' 
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NBA FREEDOM OF INFORMATI ON COMMITTEE (Conld) 

"The guidelines were completed last February, after seventeen 
months of deliberation among the nine representat i ves of the 
Nebraska Bar Association, Nebraska Press Association and the 
Nebr aska Broadcasters Association. Representing the NBA in 
th e discussions were Charles Thone, Bob Taylor and your 
chairman. 

"The guidelines now have been approved by the memberships of 
the bar and press associations. They were approved unani 
mously by the NBA Board at a spring meeting. 

"Plans now are t o have the guidelines published in two forms : 
on e , the comp l ete t ext of the guidelines for as wide a distri
bution as poss i bl e to the media and law enforcement offici als 
and a tto r neys; and t wo, a boiled down billfo ld size version, 
which i t is hoped, will be carried by every newsman, police 
officer and a t torn ey in Nebraska. 

"The selling j ob remains to be done, and one part of this 
effort would be t he setting up of seminars at the University 
of Nebr aska to acquaint all interested parties with the 
guidelines. 

11Also being discussed is the establishment of a permanent re
view committee, comprising members of all three associations, 
t o consider guideline abuses and future updating. 

11 The Fr eedom of Information Committee plans to work for the 
enactment of a so -called II shield law" by the 1971 Nebraska 
Legi slature. Some fifteen stat es now have shield laws which 
pro t ect newsmen ls sources of information. 

110ur pr evi ous executive secretary, Charles Thone, already has 
done con s ider able spade work on a shield law for Nebraska 
newsmen. The Freedom of Information Commit t ee hopes that his 
successor will be able co carry on t he efforts which have 
seen the NBA i n the lead in obtaining three important pieces 
o f freedom of information legislation in Nebraska -- bills 
call i ng for open meetings, open records and open courts. 

Jim McGaffin 
Freedom of Information Chairman" 

MISSOURI EYES AD TAX 

11 Advertisi ng Age" of Nov . 2 says 11it is virtually certain" the governor of 
Mi ssouri wi l l cal l a special session of the legislature in mid-November to con
s ider a t ax on adverti sing and to repeal the exemption of newsprint from the 
s t a t e sales t ax . St . Lo uis already has a city tax on advertising agency r e
ceipts . Missouri admen have formed an all-media committee to oppose the t ax. 

KTCH-AM SOLD 

KTCH-AM, Wayne, Nebraska, has been sold by Melville L. and Tommy L. Gl eason 
to Wyman N. Schnepp, for a r eported price of $85,000. KTCH i s a dayt imer on 
1590 KHZ, 500 w. It started operations in 1968. 

KOTD ON AIR 

A n ew daytime station, KOTD, 250 w. at 1000 on the dial, Plattsmouth, Nebr. , 
went on t he air Oct. 26. The s tation is owned and oper a ted by the Platte Broad
casting Co. Fonnat will be primarily country-western with some polkas. David 
Mess ing , fonner l y of Colorado Springs, is the general manager. 
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OMAHA PRESS CLUB 

Al l Nebraska broadcasters outside Greater Omaha are eligibl e fo r non- r esi
dent member ships in t he Omaha Press Club, which announced recently t hat it has 
leased t he t op f l oor of the Fir st Nat i onal Bank Building in Omaha fo r a dining 
room, cocktail lounges, VIP interview rooms, and a conference area. The 
building i s scheduled for completion in the summer of 1971. The non- r es ident 
membershi p f ee i s $5.00 per year . I nterested broadcasters sho uld write Frank 
Scott, KLNG Radi o , 511 s. 17th Street, Omaha 68102. Frank is co-chairman of 
t he Club' s Development Committee. The non-resident membership will also 
ent i t le you and your family to club privileges in more than thirty press clubs 
in the United States and foreign countries. 

AWRT OBSERVES BROADCASTI NG 1S 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

The Golden Anniversary of Broadcasting will be observed in Omaha Saturday, 
Nov. 28. The Omaha Chapter of the Associated Women of Radio and Television ex
t ends an i nv i tat ion to all NBA members to attend a reunion that evening of a ll 
i n t he area who are, were and will be a part of the broadcasting industry . 
Again, the date i s Sat urday, Nov. 28, Howard Johnson Motor Inn , 72nd and Inter
state 80, Omaha , 8:00 P.M. to Midnigh t . Highl ighting t he evening will be a 
pr esentat ion i n song and dance of "Broadcastapades 11 , the s t ory of f ifty years 
of broadcas ting , f eaturing some of the outs t anding per sonal i ties i n t he area . 
Re servat ions fo r t he reunion may be made by writing to Judy Horan at WOW, 3501 
Farnam, Omaha 68131 . Registration fee: $1.00 per person . Cash bar . 

REMEMBER FORGOTTEN AMERICANS 

NBA radio members will soon receive from the Forgotten Americans Committee a 
one-minut e t ape. I t deserves good play . Copy is as follows: 

ANNCR: For get • •• forgot fo r gott en • •• Listen to Douglas B. Hegdaul, 
a fo rmer prisoner of war who knows what forgott en really means . 

MR . HEGDAUL: During my 28 months as a prisoner of war, the North Vi e tnamese 
to l d me that my country had forgotten me. Today there are nearly 
1600 American men missing or captured in Southeast Asia. Have they 
been forgot t en? Have you writ ten a letter pro t esting Nor th 
Viet nam' s gross violation s of basic human decency? This i s 
Dougl as B. Hegdaul, ex-pr isoner of war. I returned ••• wil l t hese 
men? If you would like to help, write a letter to North Vietnam •• 
address it to the Office of the Pres ident, Democrat i c Republic o f 
Vietnam, Hanoi, North Vietnam. For more information on what yo u 
can do, write to the Forgotten Americans Committee, Box 127, Omaha , 
Nebr aska . 

ANNCR: Repeating • •• for more information on what yo u can do , wr i t e to t he 
Forgotten Americans Corrnni ttee, Box 127, Omaha, Nebraska. 

QUOTEWORTHY 

"Nebraska was once considered by some to be in the middle of nowhere. Sud
denl y , Nebr aska is the middle of everywhere.'' 

Thomas Nurnberger, President 
Northwestern Bell Telephone Company 

"Nebraska is populated with the kind of people who made Nebraska great 
In an era of congestion and pollution, the unbounded miles of open space in thi s 
s t ate must be cat a l ogued as an enormo us asset•" 

D. B. Varner, Chancellor 
University of Nebraska 
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QUOTEWORTHY (contd) 

"As records become hits, the groups perform, not just in New York and San 
Francisco, but in Atlanta, Tennes see -- a ll over. When they appear, smashed out 
of their minds, and des crib e a great experience they had on drugs, they glorify 
drugs. I credit hard drug record acts wi t h s t art ing hundreds and hundreds of 
new young drug users." 

Mike Curb, President, MGM Records 

(MGM will not make records with drug lyrics or record rock 
groups that are on hard drugs). 

"I would not be particularly p l eased under a system where ever y candidate 
in the Unit ed States got free time. Because it' s not f ree. Somebody pays for 
it. You're t aking property away, and yo u must do it by due process of law. For 
my dough, this is a congressional pr oblem. 11 

Dean Burch, FCC Chairman 

11The problem with campaign spending is not radio and television . The prob
l em i s spending. This bill (S .3637) p l ugs only one hole i n a sieve." 

President Richard Nixon, in his 
ve t o message 

11It i s amazing to me how much space newspapers devote to critics of the 
industry and t o how l ittle it devotes to those supporting it or t aking a stand 
against such criticism • • • Never in history has there been a communications sys tem 
half as effective o r dedicated to the public i nt eres t as broadcasting . " 

"HELP WANTED" 

Lee Loevinger, Communications At torney 
Former Memb er, FCC 
Former Asst. Attorney General, Anti-trust 

To be of maximum value and interest to NBA members, this Newsletter should 
r eport significant happenings in your station and market . But we can r eport them 
only if you tell us about them. So , please send us stories and releases on: 
Per sonnel Changes - - Pr ogram, Promotion and Sel ling I deas -- Local Broadcast ing 
Probl ems -- Awards and Recognitions Received - - Equipment for Sale (or wanted to 
buy) -- Personnel Available to Other Stati ons. Please let us hear from you! 

. . . . . . . . . . 
To All Nebr aska Br oadcas t ers: 

I l ook forward with enthusiasm t o servi ng as your NBA executive secretary, 
succeeding Congressman-elect Charles Thone. 

These are troubled times for broadcasters. We have major problems i n 
Washington, and conceivably also in Lincoln when the 1971 Legislature convenes . 

But the essential s trength of broadcasting is such and the merits o f o ur 
cause so great that we will prevail, if we work together . 

Please let me have your suggestions and ideas. Above all, we need your 
support in the matters on which our f ine officers and board de termine po licy. 

Write or call me any time. Above all, when you 1re in Omaha gi ve me a r ing 
and we'l l arrange to get together. Then, in due time I hope to repay your vis its. 
One of my objectives is to visit every Nebr aska broadcasting s t a tion. But t hat 
will take time, and our first priorities must be Washington and Lincoln. 

Yours for united action, 

Frank Fogarty 

P.S . As a s t art er, I'd apprec iate it if you would tell me wha t material you'd 
like to see (or not see) in these newsl e tters. 

P.P.S . We haven 't changed our let terhead -- this i s a t empora r y news letter form . 
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SI X WANT OMAHA CATV 

The Ci t y of Omaha has now received six appl ications for a cable tel evision 
f ranchis e . The c i t y father s are, i t i s reported, going t o proceed cautio us l y . 
On this page app ear var i ous po ints o f vi ew on Omaha CATV. 

@maha Wfunld,l,erald 
Metropolitan News 

OMAHA, W E D., SEPT. 30, 1970 8 

'Cable TV Repeats 
Present Pro<rrams I 

By David Tishendorf 
An officia l or the National As

sociation of Broadcasters said 
Wednesday that cable television. 
if it comes to Omaha, will onlv 
offer ' 'a repetition of the pro
gra ms you can now get on free 
television." 

Philip Dean, director of the 
"free broadcasting news bu
reau" of the NAB, said the "pie 
in the sky promises" that cable 
television will bring in a g rea t 
diversity or programs " a re 
completely fallacious." 

" They're not going to hring 
in Ham let or the Russian h,11-
let," Dean said in an interview. 
" They're going fo r the same 
type or programs tha t vou now 
have. t.xcept that you· 11· be pay
ing fo r it." 

Convention Ends 
Dean was in Omaha 10 at

tend the three-day convent ion of 
the Nebraska Broadcasters As
sociation, which ended Tuesdav. 

The Nebraska broadcasters 
adopted a resolution which op
poses a proposed F ederal Com
municat ions Commiss ion rule 
to allow cable TV operat ions to 
import distant signa ls a nd to 
permit local UHF stations "to 
de le te commercials from the 
impor ted station's p r o grams 
and insert its own on the cable 
system." There are no UHF 
stations in Omaha . 

Marvin Schmid, attorney for 
LVO Cable of Omaha, a cahle 
televis ion corporat ion, sa id the 
broadcasters ' r esolution means 
they " oppose cable TV, per iod." 

Schm id said it would not be 
economically feasible for a cable 
television system to come to 
~ ma ha if it could not import 
s igna ls from other cities. 

'As Supplement' 
Dean said that the broadcast

ers do not categorically oppose 
cable television. 

"CATV (cable television) 
should be a llowed to g row, as it 
has been, as a supplement to the 
over-the-a ir system." Dean said. 

Under the proposed FCC rules, 
however, ca hie television could 
grow " wi thout restr ict ions and 
renu!ations," Dean said. 

The "nux of the problem." he 
adrled, is the proposed rule to 
a~low cahle ~ystem~ ro import 
d rstant cha nnels . He said the 
rule would result in "un[air 
competi t~n" 10 local rnmme r
cia l s tat ion~. 

'We Pa\'' 
Dean noted that· cable televi

sion stations would not need 
anyone's approval to carry the 
local channels , nor would they 
have to pay the local s tations. 

"We would pay the freight, " 
said Amos Eastridge, director 
or marketing and research for 
KMTV, " and they (CATV sta
tions ) would get the produc t 
without cha rge ." 

Dean added: "We're not try
ing to stifle competition, but we 
want competition on an equal 
basis. If CATV wants to com
pete in Omaha with the three 
stations here, we'd be happy to 
have them. But they shouldn' t 
be able to use what the sta tions 
here paid for." 

There a re five cable television 
corporations seeking a permit to 
operate in Omaha. 

In addition to offering the 
three local networl< channe ls, the 
l'Orporations have sa id t h e y 
would offer programs from in
dependent stations in such cities 
as St. Louis and Chicago. 

' Wired City' 
Officials of a t least one cable 

system seeking an operating 
permit in Omaha have said the 
televis ion cable also would be 
used to establish a " w ired 
city." 

tinder the "wired city" con
t·cpt. housewives. ior example, 
1· o u I rl make purchases from 
rheir homes and utility com
r,•nie~ rould read gas and wa
ter mPlers elt>1·tronically. 

Dean ca lle r! the "wired city" 
1· o n r e r I a " 101 of electronic 
g i111 ickr~1." · 

"It's a ll grancl," he said. " but 
it's not (televis ion) progra ms, 
it 's puhl ir services." 

The Nrhraska broadcasters' 
resolu r 10n s a i d the proposed 
FCC ru les would "wreck the 
long est.:1blished system of TV 
r·hannel a llocation, w o u I d he 
destructivP of the free broad
c as I ~crvicc, ronfisr atory of 
property or others, unworkable. 
woefull:-, Pxprnsive and would 
rrsu lt in :Ile ronversion of the 
rrP~enr hr,,.1dcas1 system into 
ont• nf r r<>dn111ina111ly wired p.:1y 
1"\'." 

'Omaha World-Herald, 31 
\Monday , Oct._ 26, 1970 

Landen Is Honored 

Fogarty: Cable TV 
to Lose 1st Vote 

Cable television in Omaha is 
still proba bly several years 
away, a broadcast consultant 
said Sunday. 

r rank P. Fogarty, former 
general manager of the broad
casting division of Meredith 
Corp., and now a management 
consultant for the firm, said at a 
press conference that "the peo
ple have to vote to approve a 
cable TV franchise and I think 
people here will vote it down, at 
least the first t ime around." 

Althouih the current thinking 
of the City Legal Department is 
that a vote of the people will be 
required, attempts may be made 
in the 1971 Legislature to change 
the sta te law so that an election 
will not be necessary. 

Fogarty was the main speaker 
a t a College of St. Mary con
vocation honoring Clarence L. 
Landen, the recipient of the 
college's seventh annual Mer
cian Award, given to a member 
of the community " who · is 
outstanding in his works of 
mercy to the human race." 

It's Coming 
Fogarty said he believes cable 

TV never will replace "free 
TV" but that it will come to 
Omaha eventually. 

"And a s long as free TV Is 
around," he said, "people are 
going to be slow t_o go to cable ." 


