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Should we plant acacia or not 

1. Introduction 

Acacia is a native tree to Papua New Guinea, Northern Australia and Indonesia. It is a fast growing 

medium-sized leguminous tree. Generally, hybrid Acacia is long and straight having clear bole with light 

branching. The hybrid Acacia also showed more resistance to heart rot disease. It has become a major 

industrial plantation species in Malaysia, Thailand and Indonesia. With increasing population and the 

economy of Southeast Asia, the needs for wood-based industries for raw materials have been increased. 

Fast growing tree species are particularly important to meet the demand of wood and furniture industries, 

pulp and paper mills (Kijkar 1992). The hybrid tree possesses many characteristics of the parent species 

(Gani et al. 2001). Most of the reports state that hybrid Acacia is more productive than either of the 

parent species on different site types in Vietnam, Malaysia, and Thailand (Pinso and Nasi 1991) and in 

Bangladesh (Faizuddin 1998). Acacia mangium and A. auriculiformis were introduced in Bangladesh 

as shade tree in tea gardens about 40 years ago. In 1980s, provenance trials of these species have been 

established at different Silvicultural Research Station (SRS) of Bangladesh Forest Research Institutes 

(BFRI). Since 1995, such hybrid acacia trees were selected and propagated by using shoot cutting for 

establishing a hedge orchard. The present study was undertaken for the determination of physical and 

mechanical properties of hybrid Acacia in order to ensure their proper end uses. 

 

2.1 About Acacia Tree 

Acacia may be evergreen or deciduous. Most acacia tree types are fast growers, but they usually live only 

20 to 30 years. Many varieties are valued for their long roots which help stabilize the soil in areas 

threatened by erosion. The sturdy roots reach deep for underground water, which explains why the tree 

tolerates extreme drought conditions. Many types of acacia are protected by long, sharp thorns and an 

extremely unpleasant flavor that discourages animals from eating the leaves and bark.  
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2.2 Acacia Tree Growing Conditions 

Acacia requires full sunlight and grows in nearly any type of soil, including sand, clay, or soil that is highly 

alkaline or acidic. Although acacia prefers well-drained soil, it tolerates muddy soil for short periods of 

time. Acacia requires little or no water. Acacia may need occasional pruning during the dry months. 

Avoid pruning leafy, green areas and trim only dead growth. Acacia trees are, for the most part, low-

maintenance trees. Prune them every year to remove dead or damaged wood. Cut any suckers back to the 

ground and remove branches that rub against each other. Regular pruning will minimize branch breakage 

and serious damage during windstorms. 

The most serious disease to afflict acacia trees is anthracnose, which causes spots on the leaves and can 

eventually weaken or even kill the tree. Rake up leaf litter promptly and discard it. If anthracnose is a 

problem, spray the tree according to package directions with a fungicide labeled for treating anthracnose. 

The most common insect pests to bother acacia trees include aphids, thrips and whiteflies. These insects 

have sucking mouth parts and cause damage by sucking the juices out of the stems and leaves. Most of the 

time, they’ll move on by their own doing. If damage is severe, spray the leaves of the tree with a steady 

stream of water to dislodge them. You can also spray acacia trees with horticultural oil to smother the 

insects. Large trees are difficult to treat with horticultural oil. Make applications on a cool, overcast day 

because the oil can burn the leaves if applied on a hot day. 

 

3. Benefits & Uses of Acacia 

3.1 Benefits 

These plants also have symbiotic relationships with ants. The ants live in the hollow thorns and feed out 

of the little nectaries the plant produces at the base of the foliage. These nectaries provide the ants with 

sugar, protein and water, and the well-fed pests repay the plant by aggressively defending it from any 

potential threat. These ants fiercely sting any person who comes too near their tree. 
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Acacia trees are interesting simply because of their form and leaves, but they’re also used extensively as a 

food product and for their wood. Acacia wood is sometimes used for flooring and the oils in the tree have 

been used as flavoring in gum, mints, drinks and frozen desserts. The gum Arabic of the acacia is used to 

make glue and medicines. 

3.2 Uses 

Aboriginal Australians have traditionally harvested the seeds of some species, to be ground into flour and 

eaten as a paste or baked into a cake. The seeds contain as much as 25% more protein than common 

cereals, and they store well for long periods due to the hard seed coats. In addition to utilizing the edible 

seed and gum, the people employed the timber for implements, weapons, fuel and musical instruments. In 

ancient Egypt, an ointment made from the ground leaves of the plant was used to treat hemorrhoids. A 

number of species, most notably A. mangium, A. mearnsii and A. saligna, are economically important 

and are widely planted globally for wood products, tannin, firewood and fodder. A. melanoxylon 

(blackwood) and A. aneura (mulga) supply some of the most attractive timbers in the genus. Black 

wattle bark supported the tanning industries of several countries, and may supply tannins for production of 

waterproof adhesives. 

 

4. Disadvantages of Acacia 

Most acacia plants (Acacia spp.) come from Australia and thrive in the warm climates of U.S. 

Department of Agriculture plant hardiness zones 9 through 10 or 11, depending on the species. About 800 

acacia species exist, ranging in size from low-growing shrubs to tall trees. Many acacias make attractive 

landscape plants with their unusual forms, green to grayish-green foliage and clusters of yellow, white or 

orange flowers that typically bloom in winter. Some acacia plants have features considered disadvantages. 

4.1 Thorns 

Many acacia species produce pairs of sharp, hollow thorns on the leaves and stems. The catclaw acacia 

(Acacia greggii) earned its name because its wickedly sharp thorns curve much like a cat's claws. 
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4.2 Invasive Properties 

In addition to thorns, many acacia species have aggressive root systems or produce a large number of viable 

seeds, both of which allow the plants to quickly invade the soils outside their growing areas. 

4.3 Pests 

Acacias attract numerous insect pests, including various scale insects, caterpillars, beetles and psyllids. 

These plants also have symbiotic relationships with ants. 

4.4 Diseases 

Acacia trees and shrubs are susceptible to various diseases that can make them look unattractive. Acacia 

rust occurs when a fungus (Ravenelia spp.) infects the plant, causing the dark brown fungal spores to 

cover the foliage. 

 

 

 

5. Conclusion 

Acacia tree types are fast growers, but they usually live only 20 to 30 years. Many varieties are valued for 

their long roots which help stabilize the soil in areas threatened by erosion. The sturdy roots reach deep 

for underground water, which explains why the tree tolerates extreme drought conditions. Many types of 

acacia are protected by long, sharp thorns and an extremely unpleasant flavor that discourages animals from 

eating the leaves and bark. Acacia requires full sunlight and grows in nearly any type of soil, including 

sand, clay, or soil that is highly alkaline or acidic. Although acacia prefers well-drained soil, it tolerates 

muddy soil for short periods of time. Acacia requires little or no water. Acacia may need occasional 

pruning during the dry months. Avoid pruning leafy, green areas and trim only dead growth. Acacia trees 

are, for the most part, low-maintenance trees. Prune them every year to remove dead or damaged wood. 

In the basis of above these information’s, we should plant Acacia, as ours is a developing country. 
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