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Hi everyone.
As I write the Pacific Circuit Rally are currently exploring the spectacular 
southern lagoon of New Caledonia. We have visited some new places ourselves 
and now have another new favourite!
The Island Cruising NZ website now has a new address of 
www.islandcruising.nz but don't worry you will get redirected if you 
accidentally use the old one. 

..NIGEL & AMANDA

Anchored at Baie       de Kouakoue, East 
coast Grande Terre, New Caledonia

Courtesy of SY Varekai

http://www.safetyatsea.co.nz/
http://www.kiwiyachting.co.nz/
http://www.yachtingworld-vanuatu.com/
http://www.islandcruising.co.nz
http://www.rnzys.org.nz/
http://www.vudamarina.com.fj/
http://www.islandcruising.co.nz


Island Cruising is all about offering the cruising 
community "peace of mind" – through the help, 
guidance and support they give to boat owners  
wanting to venture offshore. For this same rea-
son, they are aligned to Baileys, as they feel com-
fortable with the first class insurance cover and 
claims support we can provide to their members. 

Please feel free to contact us at any time for 
more information, or with some feedback - which 
is always welcomed. 

Baileys Insurance Brokers 

Ltd 
Phone: 09 444 8860 or 0800  89858500 898585 

Fax:     09 443 4479 

Email:  pete@baileysinsurance.co.nz=Message%
20frm%20web%20site 

Postal Address: 
FREEPOST 1399 
PO Box 101-101 
North Shore 
Auckland 0745 
New Zealand 

Office: 
Unit 9 
35 Apollo Drive 
Rosedale 
Auckland 0632 
New Zealand 

ANCHORAGES - WHERE ARE YOUR FAVOURITE PLACES? 

Ilot Mato, New Caledonia
22 33.128s, 166 47.804e 

A stunning anchorage for fine weather in the 
Southern lagoon of New Caledonia. Middle is 
sand with edges sand over coral. We anchored in 
8m of water. Getting ashore in the dinghy to be 
avoided at low tide due to fragile coral fringing the 
island. Amazing encounters with Osprey, turtles 
and black tip reef sharks feeding in the shallows. 
Walk 10 mins to the top of the island via the steep 
path found leading up on the northern side. Watch 
out for the banded sea kraits in the grass! Well 
worth the effort. Take your binoculars and 
cameras and prepare to say 'Wow!"

tel:+64-800-89-8585
mailto:pete@baileysinsurance.co.nz?Subject=Message%20from%20web%20site
mailto:pete@baileysinsurance.co.nz?Subject=Message%20from%20web%20site
http://www.baileysinsurance.co.nz/


ISLAND CRUISING NZ 

MEMBERS NIGHT 

Saturday 30th November 2019 

From 6 pm - Quarterdeck Restaurant 

RNZYS, Westhaven Drive, Auckland 

Come and join Nigel  & Amanda and chat with other Island Cruising Members. 

Bar opens 6pm. A sit down buffet dinner will be served at 7.30 pm. Further details on the evening to 

follow nearer the time. Bookings essential. 

Please RSVP to amanda@islandcruising.nz 

Island Cruising NZ is very proud to announce that our new website is 

currently under construction  and are very excited about its 

imminent launch. We very much appreciate the generous 

sponsorship from  Superior Personnel who have given us so much 

help and guidance to finally get this off the ground.  

Please watch out for the change over the next couple of months at  

www.islandcruising.nz  



South Pacific Animal Welfare (SPAW) is a registered charity in New Zealand and was founded in 2010 to provide veterinary care and desexing 
programmes to animals living on islands in the South Pacific. New Zealand run and managed, the organisation is often the only life-line of hope for 

animals who are injured, abused or sick. SPAW recruits veterinarians and veterinary nurses from New Zealand, Australia and around the world to deliver 
free veterinary services to the islands of Tongatapu, Vava’u, Niue, Fiji, Samoa and Rarotonga in the Cook Islands. 

The charity is responsible for the introduction of regular veterinary clinics on several south pacific islands since 2010, including Niue where we have 
delivered five clinics and our main project Tonga is now in its 8th year and in 2018 we will celebrate 40 clinics to the Kingdom. SPAW also visits Vava’u 
and Taveuni in Fiji regularly. Often, SPAW volunteers are the only veterinary professionals an island community will see and it is our hope that by being 

present and fostering positive animal welfare activities that over time people will display higher levels of compassion for all animals.  Our services include 
desexing dogs and cats, livestock care, varying surgerical procedures, and the provisioning parvovirus vaccines and parasite care to as many animals as 

we can reach during a field clinic.

mailto:247SAILING@GMAIL.COM


PROUD SUPPORTER OF ISLAND CRUISING 

http://www.hydrovane.com/


 Island Cruising NZ 
Offshore Cruising Preparation 

Seminar
WHAT: 

WHEN:

WHERE:

TIME:

Island Cruising NZ -  Offshore Cruising Preparation Seminar for ICNZ or RNZYS Members 

Saturday 30th November and Sunday 1st December 2019

Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron, Westhaven Marina, Auckland - Commodores Room    

Saturday Prompt 0830 -1630 hrs, Sunday 0900 - 1600 hrs 

Nigel, Amanda & Ella Richards with guest speakers from PredictWind, Yachting New Zealand, 

Oceania Medical, Northland Radio, Safety at Sea, and Seawise Boating Education.

$655 - Cost per couple (We encourage Skipper and their partner to attend together)

HOUSEKEEPING:  Breaks for Morning Tea, Lunch and Afternoon Tea:

Morning Tea - choice of complimentary Tea or Coffee and cake
Lunch - Not included, but orders can be placed during the morning break at the Members Bar 
from the Lunch Menu.
Afternoon Tea - choice of complimentary Tea or Coffee
Water available at any time during the Seminar

MATERIALS PROVIDED:  ICNZ Seminar compendium: containing notepad, pen, data s�ck with course notes and a host of information. 
If you have a laptop or tablet please bring it along.

BOOK HERE:  Bookings are essential so please complete the form here to register - https://form.jotform.co/81806515673865  or

visit www.islandcruising.nz to complete your booking form there.

PRICE:

WHO:

https://form.jotform.co/81806515673865%ED%AF%80%ED%B0%83%ED%AF%80%ED%B0%83
https://form.jotform.co/81806515673865
http://www.islandcruising.co.nz


• Navigation: basic equipment
requirements

• Charts: paper, electronic
• Log Keeping: basic record keeping
• Books: recommended, reference

manuals,pilots and cruising guides
• Computers: what they can do for

you, Email
• Interfacing: all electronics,

advantages & disadvantages
• Radios, VHF, SSB, HAM: skeds,

operation, installing, qualifications
• Steering - Tiller, wheel, vanes,

emergency
• Diesel Engines: troubleshooting,

spares
• Fuel: Filters, injectors
• Passage preparation: Coastal and

Offshore
• Passage Planning: Coastal and

Offshore.
• Weather: Coastal and Offshore
• Emergencies at Sea: fire,

grounding, heavy weather, damage,
leaks, MOB

• Repairs at Sea: rigging, steering,
towing, abandon ship

• Legalities: Items of concern
• Heavy Weather: storm rigs, storm

sails,heaving-to, lying-a-hull,sea
anchors, drogues

• The Ideal Cruising Yacht:
Design, materials and layout

• Rigging: for extended cruising &
safety, deck layout, preventors

• Sails: selection, balance, tuning,
fault finding,maintenance

• Furling: headsail, mainsail, car
handling

• Anchors & Anchoring:
equipment, techniques, etiquette

• Provisioning: food stores,
availability

• Water: treatment, filtration,
purification, watermakers

• Vessel Systems: plumbing, gas,
fuel...

• Power generation: look at the
options

• Electronics: radios, charts, GPS
Radar, autopilot, AIS, Satellite

• Money: management
• Search and Rescue: authority

and scope of operations
• NZ Category 1: Inspection

Certificate; What it means
• Yacht Management: watch

systems and safety protocols
• Ship Registration: guide to

ships registry and MMSI
• Living aboard: Families,

children, other cruisers, Locals

Island Cruising NZ reserves the 
right to vary the syllabus from that 

stated.

ISLAND CRUISING NZ 
2 DAY OFFSHORE CRUISING PREPARATION 

SEMINAR SYLLABUS
Sat 30th November & Sun 1st December 

2019 RNZYS, Auckland

COST: $655 per couple



"Forward planning for yachts cruising Fiji waters 

At S avusavu Mari na we have installed 20 extra strong 

moorings for the cruising and cyclone seasons. 

for details of location and design look at our web site" 

 www.savusavumarina.com 

Scottish Yacht Stravaig on one of our ‘cyclone’ moorings 



Island Cruising NZ
2020 Pacific Circuit Ra

 
lly

5 Countries, 5 months, Endless beautiful anchorages 

Join us, relax , explore and make new friends in Paradise 

NZ- Tonga - Fiji (via Lau group) - Vanuatu -  New Caledonia (via Loyalty Islands) - NZ 

Make your sailing dreams a reality - Island Cruising Style 

Departs NZ m i d  May 2020 and returns NZ mid October 2020

:  

places are limited so dont miss out!

Ho w can you resist??!! 

Registration opening shortly

http://www.islandcruising.co.nz


2019 Pacific Circuit Rally, so far.. 

By Nigel Richards 

As I write this Varekai is anchored off Ilot Mato in the Southern lagoon of 

New Caledonia. The rest of the fleet are dispersed from Noumea to the Ile 

des Pins. The 2019 Pacific Circuit Rally is in its final few weeks after a spell 

bound voyage through the south west Pacific Islands of Tonga, Fiji,    

Vanuatu and Now New Caledonia. If you have been following the ICNZ Facebook page and the PredictWind fleet tracking 

page, you will have seen the endless list and images of impossibly beautiful anchorages, villages and locations. The rally this 

year has been so successful that we intend to repeat it again next year. 

The Tongan leg saw the fleet arrive around the 4th June. The Big Mama Yacht Club put on a fabulous welcome for 

everyone, in the normal big Tongan way; food, music, dancing and even a fire show this year. But first the    

clearance into the Kingdom of Tonga. The officials came out to Pangaimotu Island and made the whole experience 

a relaxed one. Again this year Island Cruising NZ were able to secure permission to cruise through to Neiafu in the 

Vava’u group, via the Ha’pai group of islands without inter-area customs clearances at Pangai, Lifuka. Many of 

the fleet chose to explore the sandy anchorages of the central group before moving north to Vava’u. Limu, Ha’afeva 

and Uoleva were popular stops, as was Nomuka. 

We held a rum punch, pot luck lunch on the beach at Port Maurelle. We had not been on the best weather list up to that point, but that day 

saw the temperatures soar. With time cracking on, many boat slipped away to enjoy the numerous anchorages found around the area.  Great 

help to the fleet with all sorts of things; recycling, gas cylinder filling and numerous other stuff by Greg at the Tropicana Café.    

The Mango Café team gave us a good send off dinner after providing the venue for 

clearance. Such a great bonus for being on the rally is the group clearances in    

faraway places to make the experience seamless. 

The fleet headed next for Fiji and a clearance arranged at Lomaloma, Vanua Balavu. 

Of course that is in the famous Lau Group on the eastern side of the country. Again 

this is by arrangement through ICNZ. The only other way to get to the Lau would be a 

clearance at Savusavu and a wait for a passing low to create a blip in the SE trades to 

nip across the Koro Sea. Fiji Customs, Immigration, Biosecurity and Health all came 

from the mainland for our arrival. Thanks to Mariana for the image of the Port Mourelle get together 

Pangaimotu Clearance ‘office’ 

10% off for Full
 ICNZ members



Interesting to see the fleet being cleared by Health inspector first, before the rest of the officials boarded each boat. That is how it should be 

do, rarely seen though. The Q flag came done indicating that the  vessels were ‘healthy’ and safe to board. 

Once the official procedures were completed many of the fleet headed off around to Mbavatu Harbour on the north side of the island. There 

was a blow expected to come through the Lau group, with forecasted winds in the gale force range. All of the 32 boats slipped in to Mbavatu 

and found a safe spot for wind and rain to pass by. Whilst there we were hosted by the Philps family, land owners of an 800acre estate that 

spans the northern part of Vanua Balavu. They organised guided walks through the land to the viewpoint over the Bay of Islands and Ship 

Cove, a tour of the homestead, in the process of rebuild after Cyclone Winston and then hosted a bonfire party at the Club House, in the 

warm rain! Fantastically, the Philp family have given permission for ICNZ members to walk the grounds, just make yourself known either at 

the Club House or the staff village up the hill. 

From Mbavatu we made course for Susui village.  Joshua, the village Mayor at 

Susui invited Island Cruising NZ to be welcomed into the village. After a   

memorable dinghy trip through the Hidden Lagoon, a natural wonder of water 

colours and beauty shrouded from the sea behind a rock formation, the village 

presented dancing and a gorgeous traditionally cooked meal. They prepare a 

speciality dish of spicy oysters, unbelievably tasty. With the weather still not 

giving us a hundred percent most of the fleet headed back north to ride out 

more strong winds. The bonus to that was the system passing south then   

created the blip in the trade winds to allow a trip south. But first the famous 

Bay of Islands!  The coral head sitting at the non-navigable mouth of Ship 

Cove was superb and extremely healthy. 

Mbavatu Harbour. Beautiful, even in the rain! 

Famous Ships Cove 



A few days exploring the area was spent by the 

fleet, with a mixture of snorkelling, SUP ‘s,    

kayaks and windsurfers. Skippers discussions 

had debated the next step for the rally. Options 

for north to Tavenui via the atolls and reefs in 

between were discussed, as was the more    

normal route south to Valuga (Falunga). The   

northern boats explored through reefs and islets 

of Malima, Williamsons and on up to Yanuca 

and Rabi, then down through the Tavenui

anchorages to Savusavu for fresh supplies. 

Whilst the southern boats took the easterly wind down to Valuga (Falunga), stops were made at Lakoba, Komo, Namuka-I-Lau and Yagasa 

Levu before entering the Valuga pass at slack water. The Sail South Pacific waypoints are extremely accurate for the way in, however still 

keep a sharp look out at the bow. Once inside the lagoon opens up to a magical wonderland for boaters! The main village at Monacake is the 

destination for sevusevu, the traditional Fiji offering to the village chief. Chief Simon received our sevusevu and welcomed us into the village. 

Here at Valuga (Falunga) visiting yachts are hosted by a family; they become your guides and helpers in the area. Whilst we were 

there, the fleet were invited to the end of term school celebrations and the village also put on a feast and dancing. 

A sundowner party aboard the Oyster 54 “Babe” 



 From Valuga (Falunga), the southern fleet headed for Viti Levu via Totoya and Matuku   

Islands, then on to Kadavu and  Beqa. Whilst in the north the boats were heading in two 

directions; some crossing the Vanua Levu barrier reef to the north 

side of Viti Levu and on to the western Fiji Cruising grounds. The 

others headed down the eastern coast of Viti Levu via Ovalau and 

and on to Suva. A great diversity of cruising. 

Matuku’s Lamati village anchorage is encircled by lush greenery, 

with foliage that appeared trade wind and cyclone damage free.   

The villagers will take you on guided walking tours to the    

surrounding hilltops; not for the faint hearted!! Locals trade    

vegetables and fruit happily as their island is only serviced    

infrequently by the mainland, so extra supplies are always    

welcome. Matuku grows the famous kava plant as well as the  

normal fare. 

Astrolabe Reef provided the fleet with some outstanding manta ray 

experiences. They seem to have taken a trip around from the manta ray pass in the Yasawa group to entertain everyone. And a slice of luxury 

was experienced by some at the Kokomo Island resort on Yaukuvalevu. A six star resort offering daily packages for cruisers. Unless there was 

a famous guest in house! The 

fleet were now starting to    

converge into the western side of 

Viti Levu for a meet up on the 

beach at Musket Cove for some 

fun and 

games.  

Next issue we will report on the second half of 

the Pacific Circuit Rally for 2019. 

Matuku 

Thanks to SY Amphitreete 

Thanks to SY Moxie 

Thanks to SY Jasper II 



ISLAND CRUISING NZ

2020 VANUATU & 
NEW CALEDONIA 

RALLY 

We are now taking expressions of interest in 
the 2020 Sail Vanuatu & New Caledonia 

Rally on our website and by using this link:
https://form.jotform.co/82100430557850
Join us in mid May 2020 to explore the lesser visited 

islands of Vanuatu for around 2 months before 
departing for rally clearance into the Loyalty Islands 
and onward into New Caledonia for the rest of the 

sailing season returning to New Zealand in mid 
October 2020.



YACHTING WORLD MARINA
PORT VILA, VANUATU

welcome@yachtingworld-vanuatu.com

•  Yachts up to 70 foot
• 30amp power and potable water
•  Wifi to your yacht
• Marina night Security
• Harbour Moorings for rent
• Duty free diesel for Yachts in transit
• Solar heated showers
• Laundry washed, dried and folded
• Mail and parcel collection
• Marina Waterfront Restaurant(23490)

Full service Marina



The Loyalty Islands of New Caledonia 

By Nigel Richards 

The Loyalty Islands are a group of islands and atolls that spread in a one hundred and eighty nautical mile line from the north-west to south-

east. They are situated to the east of Grand Terre, the main island of New Caledonia and are an overnight reach in the trades, from Port Vila, 

New Caledonia. However, unless you are part of an organised rally you will need to bypass the island group and head to the only clearance 

port in New Caledonia, Noumea. Then it is a 110nm slog back around the corner to get back to Tadine on Mare, probably the closest point. 

What is all the fuss about I hear you ask. These islands are without doubt one of the highlights of a South Pacific adventure; with pure white 

sand; coral beyond imagination and wildlife in abundance. You can watch blue seagulls soar overhead, their white under feathers reflecting 

the colour of the water, places where very much the slogan of ‘only take away photos and only leave behind footprints’ fits perfectly. 

But, and there is a but. Some of these beautiful island have a troubled history that occasionally   

re-surfaces. New Caledonia is a special collectivity of France, with that there are generations of    

ethnic French born there. However the local indigenous people the Kanak have been there for far 

longer, with a mixture of Melanesian and Polynesian cultures in the    

different islands. They even have 38 different local languages, they all 

speak French though. This mixture of cultures and history sometimes 

comes to a head with conflict to varying degrees. As recent as the 1980’s 

saw major conflict on the island of Ouvéa with the dramatic ‘cave hostage’ 

incident and resulting military response. Earlier this year there was a flash point in Ouvéa when there was trouble 

between a vessels’ crew and local people. Again, just a few weeks ago, there was violent situation that led to two 

policemen being seriously injured. These latest  situations have created increased tension and that resulted in 

ICNZ advising the rally participants to avoid the atoll during this years’ Pacific Circuit Rally. We are working hard 

with local contacts to find a way forward to secure safe cruising. 

Lets have a look at the history of these beautiful islands and understand 

the nature of the present day. New Caledonia as a land was sighted by the 

well known and prolific explorer of the area, James Cook, in 1774. The 

name derived from its similarity to Scotland. The west coast of Grand 

Terre was first approached by Comp de Lapérouse in 1788.  

Baie de Lekiny, Ouvéa 

Mataa One, Ouvéa 



The Loyalty Islands were mapped between 1793 and 1796 by English whaling captain    

William Raven, whilst commanding the Britannia and contracted to the British East India 

Company. New Caledonia was formally possessed by France under the orders of Napoleon 

III, by Admiral Febvrier Despointes in 1853. The following year Port of France, now know as 

Noumea was established. During its time as a penal colony, 1864 to 1897, sum 22,000   

criminals were transported there. The largest overseas penitentiary of the French system. In 

1864 nickel was found around Mont Panié, the 

highest peak in New Caledonia at 1,629m, and 

the river Diahot in the north of Grand Terre. 

The mining of this mineral and others now   

creates the unique topographical views and colours seen today around the mainland As a   

cruising ground the Loyalty Islands provide an experience unique to the South Pacific. Ovuéa is 

the only true atoll in New Caledonia, Lifou being a raised atoll, Maré is similar but with a much 

smaller crater. All of the islands are stunning. The small atoll that sits to the north of Ouvéa, 

Beautemps Beaupré, being probably one of the most eye catching places on earth. With the    

advantage of clearances into Drueulu in the Baie de 

Sandal with Island Cruising NZ, the options then open up to explore these wonderful locations. 

An important thing to remember about Kanak society, it has customary authority layers, as do 

many other countries of the Pacific. There is up to 5000 family based clans around the whole 

country, these disseminate authority to local tribes headed by grand-chiefs and petit-chiefs. A 

district will have a grand-chief and village will have a petit-chief. The petit-chief family is chosen 

by the district chief and then the role becomes hereditary to that family. When you anchor off a 

settlement the respectful approach is to find the chief and present a small gift whilst asking   

permission to explore the area. The traditional “Coutume” would be some fabric along with    

perhaps a jar of coffee bean or tea. A small monetary offering would be acceptable too. It is a   

token offering. Following this custom starts you off with a positive relationship and provides you 

with the basis for a shared experience that you will find hard to beat anywhere. 

Drueulu,  Lifou

Presenting “Coutume” at  St Josephs, Ouvéa 

A ‘Case’ on Lifou 





3 years ago in 2016, I visited the charming island of Ilot Casy, and met the loving dog 

Moose. We   also visited in 2017. Sadly, in December 2017, Moose passed away after      

living on the island alone for 14 years. Moose as a puppy, belonged to the caretaker of 

the resort that used to be on the island. So the story goes, when the resort shut down 

and everyone was leaving, the caretaker tried to take Moose with him, but Moose did 

not want to get in the boat. After many 

attempts the caretaker finally got the 

dog in his boat and was moving away from 

the beach when, Moose jumped out and 

swam ashore.   So the caretaker left, 

and came back the following day to try 

and get Moose to go back with him. But 

he still didn't want to leave Ilot Casy, so 

he stayed there for the rest of his life. 

A local charity made sure he had annual 

health check ups.  

My Visit to Ilot Casy, New Caledonia By Ella Richards

When Moose was still there you could go 

ashore and give him a tin of dog food, and af-

ter he would take you on a walk around his 

tropical kingdom. Moose would show you how he 

caught his food (Fish and Sea Cucumbers were 

what he loved. Ugh!!) He would also take you to 

the island cemetery and best lookout points.  

Me with Moose in 2016 

Moose in 2017 



So back to present time in 2019, a lot has changed to Moose’s home since he passed, The old hotel and outbuildings have been removed 

and the whole area tidied up. There are now maps and signs everywhere because you don’t have the wonderful Moose to guide you.  

You can walk all the way 

around the entire island in 

about to hours. The trees  

and foliage are very     

exquisite; you can hear 

birds chirping where ever 

you go. We saw a nest of 

Osprey chicks shouting to 

their  mummy to come back 

with food. Ilot Casy is in 

Baie de Prony, Grande 

Terre, New Caledonia. If 

you are sailing by that way 

it is well worth a visit.   



Sail South Pacific Cruising Guides
For Island Cruising NZ - Full Member Bundles

These app based cruising guide “bundles” have been developed just for ICNZ Members

The Sail Fiji / Sail Tonga Bundle is a comprehensive full   
information Cruising Guide combining Fiji’s amazing        

islands from East to West;- Lau Group, Eastern, Central & 
Western Waters, plus planning information and routes 
around Fiji. Especially developed for the ICNZ Pacific 

Circuit Rally we’ve also included The Tongan Archipelago 
from South to North. A vast array of information designed 

to allow you to “Cruise With Confidence”.

For those of you that love cruising the magic that is New 
Zealand Cruising the Sail New Zealand Bundle is a 

comprehensive  full information Cruising Guide        
combining a Planning Section to assist getting around 

the NZ coastline from the tip of the North  Island to the 
top of the South. Anchorages, cautions, tight passages, 
activities both on and off the water & stunning photos  

we guarantee you’ll find new and exciting  places you’ve 
never visited before.

For Pricing and download information 
please scan the QR code 

ICNZ Members - Special Rates.
PCR participants - Rally Pricing.

Available only 
on iPad.
iOS 11.0 
or later

www.sailsouthpacific.com



!
!

The ‘Perfect Base’ in Opua 

Self contained apartment • 10 mins walk or 2 mins by car 
from the Bay of Islands Marina & Boatyard • 

• Full Kitchen, Laundry Facilities, Comfortable Lounge • 
• Discounts for ICNZ Members • 
e:perfectbaseopua@gmail.com 

p: +64 274633659             facebook:@PerfectBaseOpua 



THE JUNIOR JETTY 
By Ella 

Hi there, Ella here……

I am really enjoying 
my time here in New 
Caledonia! I can't 
believe that this years 
rally is almost over! :(
I have visited some 
wonderful places here, 
Ilot Casy and Ilot 
Mato where my 
favourites! We are 
currently anchored in 
Ilot Uere, which is 
just a dingy trip away 
from Noumea. I have 
enjoyed my time on 
this rally and but I am 
also excited to be 
going home to New 
Zealand too!  
Look forward to seeing 
you out there!!  ......Ella

JOKE TIME

Fast Facts 

We met this funny little guy at Ilot Mato. This 
little fellow is a Banded Sea Krait. I named him 

Tiger!! 

Me in the amazing forest of Ilot Casy





And the Lord said unto John  "Come
forth and you will receive eternal 
life", but John came fifth and won a 
toaster!

A whale's heart only beats 9 times a minute

Blue whales have large enough aorta's 
(main blood vessel from heart) for a 
human to crawl through!!



FOR SALE 

"Vivacious" - 42ft Passport
Major refit 2012. 

Very capable offshore 

boat.  

Completed circumnavigation and  

 several Pacific Circuits. 

Extensive inventory on request 

All modern equipment. 

NZ Registered Ship. 

Fastidious Owner of 14 years 

Island Cruising member for 16 

years 

Price reduced to NZ

$159,000

Contact owner Russ by email: 

russte66@gmail.com 

mailto:russte66@gmail.com


• Say No to single use plastic bottles by using a refillable water
bottle.

• Say No to plastic straws at home and encourage your friends to
do the same.

• Use reusable bags and containers for lunches.

FOR SALE

https://www.trademe.co.nz/trade-me-motors/boats-marine/yachts/keeler/
auction-1831739458.htm

Sailing Yacht 'KENA"

Kena has returned from 18 months sailing the Pacific 
and Australia. All equipment is in date for Cat 1 and 

ready to go again!
For further details visit: 

http://www.predictwind.com/


FAST FACTS

Email: David at readyallready@gmail.com

 “Sailing the Seven Seas”
originally referred to the
seven bodies of water
Arabian traders crossed to
reach China

 The United Nations
estimates that there are
more than 3 million
shipwrecks on the ocean
floor

 The Pacific Ocean at its
widest point is more than
five times the diameter of
the moon



Over the last few months at PredictWind we have been refining our new Streamline 
maps and after a considerable amount of development work we are happy to announce 

the Streamlines release on all platforms. The PredictWind Streamlines are now the 
most advanced weather graphics available. 

Animating streamlines for a fixed time period is technically straightforward, but it is 
essential to track weather system movements over a 7 day period. Other streamline 
implementations reload between timesteps, which makes it difficult to visualize the 
movement of a weather system. The new breakthrough technology from PredictWind 

allows animation of the  
weather over the week, with silky smooth transitions through each time period 

The PredictWind Streamlines are also overlaid on Rain, Could, Air Temp, Gust and 
Cape. Wave streamlines show the wave movement scaled by wave height. Ocean 

Current Streamlines are similar to the wind display, they clearly depict the movement 
of the ocean currents and eddies.  

Other areas that were a focus for the development team include accuracy of the 
streamline display. The display does not interpolate the data spatially. PredictWind 
streamline graphics use the raw, exact and accurate data from the forecast model. 

Map zooming performance was also a focus. Zooming the map does not interfere with 
the animation of the streamlines. The colour palette used by PredictWind clearly 

depicts stronger and potentially dangerous winds in red, the same colour palette used 
by our other wind map displays. The background wind speed colours are bold and 

clearly distinguish the exact wind speed. 

Please watch the demonstration video here 

Or contact nickolson@predictwind.com 

https://www.predictwind.com/streamlines/
mailto:nickolson@predictwind.com


The popular PredictWind GPS Tracking pages just got even better. PredictWind creates an 
individual web page for each vessel which displays the GPS track of your offshore adventures 

for Family, friends and followers to see where you are and be part of your journey. 

Along with allowing others to be part of your journey a powerful benefit of a custom GPS 
tracking page is safety. Using an Iridium GO! device, the GPS tracking page is automatically 

updated every hour, showing your position, track, boat speed and heading.  Friends and family 
can regularly check you are making good progress to your destination, and all is well onboard! 

Weather or Satellite View  
The latest weather forecast for your boat can be overlaid on the tracking page so friends and 
family can see what conditions you are experiencing. Select from the 4 PredictWind weather 
models PWG - PWE - GFS - ECMWF and your favourite weather display format. You can also 

switch to the Google Satellite view and zoom in on the nights anchorage. 

Share Your Story  
Now you can post photos and comments along your track. Just like using a diary or basic blog, 
friends and family can see what is happening on your adventure by simply looking at your GPS 

tracking page. Your photos and comments related to your track can be added on the 
PredictWind website, PredictWind App, or even whilst offshore using the Offshore App. 

Group Tracking 
Now you can search and find other boats and follow their GPS tracks. You can also have a 

Friend group or Rally group. The shared tracks are displayed on your Offshore App/PredictWind 
App so whilst offshore you can check on other boats progress and comments, creating an at 

sea network for safety and camaraderie. 

Track From More Satellite Devices  
The Iridium GO is the most versatile and economic satellite equipment for email/weather but 
also supports free unlimited SMS messages for GPS tracking on the Plus/Unlimited plans. We 
think automated tracking is vital for safety and ease of use. However, if you do not have an 
Iridium GO! we also support other devices for manual tracking such as Iridium Phones, and 

manually sending GPS tracking updates via email. 



John F. Kennedy: “All of us have in our 
veins the exact same percentage of salt in 

our blood that exists in the ocean, and, 
therefore, we have salt in our blood, in our 

sweat, in our tears. We are tied to the 
ocean. And when we go back to the sea – 
whether it is to sail or to watch it – we are 

going back from whence we came.”



Different Drummer Offshore In Tonga’s Vavau Islands

As with our passage to Ha'apai I elected to do the trip from the Ha'apai to the Vavau's overnight as it ensures you 

can both depart and arrive in daylight. The wind was very favourable and again we had to reduce sail from 

midnight. For a couple of hours in the early morning I had all the sail in and we were still moving at two knots, 

but then the wind died and the sail went out again and we were still hardly moving! We anchored off the reef at 

Ovaka, one of the outer islands mid morning and stayed until the next day when we moved on the Neiafu, the 

capital of the Vavau's, and the only town larger than an island village. 

I am familiar with Neiafu from previous visits and 

know the few places you can anchor in less than 

20m of water. Even though we have 90m of chain 

I avoid anchoring in deeper water if at all possible 

- apart from sufficient scope for unexpected

weather you have big problems if the anchor gets

snagged around coral. But the harbour was full of

cruising yachts as it is the season and the Island

Cruising fleet had largely arrived. Even all the

moorings seemed to be taken. On the first

attempt we finished up too close to other yachts.

We lifted the anchor and an hour later managed

to drop it again on a 13m shelf with pin-point accuracy so we finished up with sufficient swinging room. 

The Vavau's are one of the world's great cruising grounds. There are over 40 recognised (and numbered) 

anchorages within a 10 mile radius of Neiafu, and many more to find when you are out moving around the 

islands. Pristine sandy beaches, palms swaying in the trade wind breeze, and villages and walks to explore are the 

norm. There are also a lot of coral reefs to avoid so you have to remain alert when moving around. Many are 

good snorkelling locations. We stayed four weeks. 

Some of the islands have small resorts, which often operate only during the winter season. Those with road 

access seem to be well established. Resorts on islands only accessible by sea seem to come and go. The exception 

at the moment is those offering whale watching as part of the package. 

At Malo Island we found the very friendly proprietor 

of the not yet open (for this season) resort. He must 

have needed a distraction from the not 

inconsiderable amount of maintenance in his face, or 

someone to talk to. He got two of his four daughters 

to take us for a walk around the island track and 

then insisted on making us a cup of the very nice 

tasting local coffee after we had got drenched in a 

tropical rainstorm. We were annoyed at the time 

that we had not left a filling cap off our water tanks 

as we could have easily filled them. As it turned out 

it did not matter as our small watermaker, normally 

only run when we use the engine, was largely 

keeping up with our consumption and we scored a 

rain tank fill later. 

At Vakaeitu we found the track to the old abandoned resort on the hill. I first visited in 2006 which was the first 

year after it failed. It was in pretty good shape then. Today all that remains are the 6 concrete water tanks - in 

very good condition - and a few bits of buildings that were built in concrete block. 

Hunga is a very sheltered anchorage with good coral. We took one of the moorings that belong to Barry, the 

'resort' owner. The resort has two fales, no restaurant (but does provide meals for the guests) and no bar. Barry is 

By Phil Plimmer- ICNZ member



a Canadian who built the resort from scratch about 6 years ago, and he told us he will be moving to Mexico soon. 

There was another resort here but it is no longer operating. 

From Ano Beach we took the dinghy to Hinakauea Beach. There was no sign of the basic restaurant that used to 

be there. We got talking to a woman, Leigh, who was exercising her dogs. It turned out that she had owned the 

restaurant. As the story went the owner of the land had told her to get off as he had a better offer. She pulled 

down the building. Nothing else has happened. She was very bitter. 

Fetoko Island is so small (and privately owned) 

that you will have trouble finding it on a map. It 

has a very nice resort owned by a young American 

couple who I met when we were there in 2013 

when they were finishing the build and had just 

opened. Once again we were made extremely 

welcome and we spent several hours there at the 

bar in the beach side restaurant. 

Euakafa Island is another very pretty little island. There is a very good quality resort here called 

Dream Island, currently not open - not even the bar! So we did a beach comb (only pickup was a 

nice length of light fishing line) and then tried to find the tomb featured in the cruising guides 

up the 'mountain'. The track no longer exists, we did not find the tomb, but we did get to the 

top where there were glimpses of the islands around. 

Port Maurelle is a large and very sheltered anchorage and much favoured. The 'port' handle is a misnomer as 

there is no port, not even a village. It dates back to when it was used by the French explorer. Anchoring there has 

always been free, as it is everywhere in Tonga, but when we went there the first time we were advised there was 

an anchoring fee to be paid to a collector who called by boat from the nearest village. We paid it happily as it was 

a modest amount ($T15 for up to three nights) and the locals there would be getting little benefit from the many 

yachts that called. However the second time we stayed there was no collector, and no fee. Apparently the right of 

the villagers to charge to fee had been challenged in court. We went ashore and wandered down the 'road' 

(muddy track) to the Falevai Village and then to the 

coast at the Papa-Nuku anchorage. The village had a 

lot of empty houses, and was most memorable for the 

large Wesleyan church which was old but well loved 

inside, and  the bank of solar panels, 54 of them, large, 

which we were told powered some communal 

freezers. Thank you again Japan, who also provided the 

two panel solar power setup on most of the houses in 

many of the villages we visited. 

There are always little maintenance jobs to be done to keep all the systems running sweetly on the yacht. I had 

come the conclusion that the poor range on the AIS was an aerial problem as corrosion was visible at the plug. I 

did a bit more work on it. It seems we do not have a lot of good vhf aerials. Both the one on the AIS and the 

handheld emergency had breaks in the outer braid of the coax cable at the plugs. I was scared to look at the one 

on the vhf radio itself! I expect to be shopping. And then there is the routine maintenance. There are two days 

each cruising season I detest, and they are both oil change days. The oil has to be pumped from the sumps (there 

is no access to the plugs as is common with most small yachts), and it is messy and slow. One was done. 

The dinghy outboard had started running poorly and this was initially blamed on water getting in the fuel. Craig 

cleaned out the carb but it was no better so without conviction I changed the spark plug. Bingo! 

A mainstay of the economy in Tonga at the moment is whale watching. It is the season, and we were seeing 

whales regularly, though normally at a distance blowing or leaping from the water. At Sisia there were two whales 

quite close just outside the reef moving slowly with whale watching boats keeping a good distance. While at 

Euakafa, after dark, we heard a whale blowing and rushed outside. There were four whales swimming around, the 

closest only about 15m from the yacht. Even though the ambient light level was quite low each time they blew we 

could see them, sometimes the flukes in the air, and there was luminescent on the bodies. Quite an experience! 



We received wonderful news while at Neiafu from my regular crew member Jimmy, who had his hand up to do 

the season with us before he had a health scare. It turned out to be just that. When he let me know I asked him if 

he was ready to come sailing. I got a quick email back 'coming next Wednesday!' 

We have been taking opportunities as they have occurred to go for sightseeing walks. Mt Talau, near Neiafu, is 

the highest point of the Vavuas. It is not very far, maybe 3km, and not very high, only about 130m but very steep 

at the last as most of that height is gained in the last few metres. There were wonderful views from the three 

lookouts, over Neiafu and the eastern islands, the passage in, and out to Port Refuge to 

the west. 

At Vakaeitu we walked to a secluded beach on the other side of the island. At the top 

of the island is a fishing float tied to a tree with a notice attached. The sign reads "Low 

tech tsunami warning. If floating climb tree".  At a pretty little uninhabited island called 

Ovalau we did another beach comb and a jungle bash, and brought some drinking 

coconuts back to the yacht. 

Hunga is unique with a steep concrete road from the rubble wharf to the small village. 

We came across half a dozen boys who disappeared down a side track each carrying a 

woven sack full of something that we could see was not very heavy. Shortly later they 

reappeared on their way back to the village without the sacks. We went down the 

track to see what we could see. It appears the sacks had been full of plastic rubbish and they had thrown down 

the cliff. There was a lot of litter around - a sort of rubbish dump. Back in the village we came across some other 

villagers burning their rubbish. I couldn't understand the point of 

the boys going to the trouble of taking their rubbish down to the 

cliff to throw it over. 

Kenetu is the loveliest island in the eastern basin. We did the 

obligatory climb over the island to admire the ocean swells crash 

onto the rocks on the weather side. There are the remains of some 

fishermen shelters on the top and unfortunately quite a bit of litter 

left. 

Island Cruising repeated the very successful rum punch lunch that 

had been held in the Haapais with another at Port Maurelle. The 

space age shelter tent reappeared and the selection of food on 

offer was amazing. Many mixed the day with swimming and paddle-

boarding in the beautiful setting on a beautiful day. Another Island Cruising function was the farewell dinner 

before about half the yachts departed for Fiji - another well organised and enjoyable evening. We also had a night 

on the town when Craig reached a big birthday milestone. 

The fishermen amongst the readers may have noted there has been no gloating over our fishing success while in 

the Vavaus. For the reason you can guess. 

At the end of July I returned to Auckland with a parts shopping list for a week to tidy up some business matters, 

and keep in touch with family. 

Phil, with Craig and Jimmy 



Bay of Islands
Cruisers Festival

9TH - 17TH - NOVEMBER - 2019

FOR: 8 DAYS OF FUN, FOOD, DRINK AND ENTERTAINMENT
$40: PER PERSON / $20: CHILD

BAY OF ISLANDS MARINAWWW.BOIMARINA.CO.NZ /



A WEEK OF MAKING NEW FRIENDS, CATCHING UP WITH OTHER CRUISERS,  
MEETING THE LOCALS, LEARNING NEW THINGS AND HAVING FUN

Commence eight days of entertainment, local food, seminars and fun activities with a traditional Maori welcome

Bay of Islands Cruisers Festival
2019

THE PLACE TO GET THINGS DONE & HAVE SOME FUN
- WELCOME TO OPUAKia Ora

LEARN, LEARN, LEARN:
• BREAD BAKING DEMOS
• SAIL REPAIR WORKSHOPS
• TIPS FOR MARINE ELECTRICS AND CHARGING
• INSIDER HINTS ON KEEPING YOUR GELCOAT AND PAINTWORK GLOSSY
• FIND OUT ABOUT THE LATEST CRUISING GUIDE APPS
• WHERE NEXT?  INFORMATION ON RALLIES FROM NEW ZEALAND

FINISH THE WEEK WITH A GUIDED WEEKEND CRUISE OUT IN THE BAY.  LET THE LOCALS SHARE THEIR 
FAVOURITE ANCHORAGES AND TIPS FOR EXPLORING THIS WORLD RENOWN CRUISING AREA.  

PRINCESS OF THE PACIFIC:
JOIN THE CRAZY LOCALS FOR THE UNMISSABLE PARTY OF THE CRUISERS CALENDAR, LIVE MUSIC, 
GOOD FOOD, CLUB DRINK PRICES AND A NIGHT OF MAD FUN.  “GIVE YOURSELF THE ROYAL  
TREATMENT, LET THE PRINCESS IN YOU GO WILD” 

EXPLORE MAGIC BOAT CRUISE:
SUNSET CRUISE ALL ABOARD A COMFORTABLE PASSENGER FERRY, EXPLORING THE  
BEAUTIFUL BAY OF ISLANDS SIPPING A COCKTAIL AND WATCHING THE SUN GO DOWN.

BOATYARD BURGER NIGHT:
LOUNGE ON THE OPUA CRUISING CLUB DECK WHILST THE MARINA CREW COOK UP A STORM!

TALENT WITH PIZZA:
HILARIOUS EVENING AS CRUISERS AND LOCALS SHARE THEIR TALENTS, MUSIC, STAND-UP, MAGIC, 
WHATEVER YOU MUST SHOW OFF.  SCOFF SOME DELICIOUS LOCAL PIZZA AND TOAST THE TALENT.  

HIGHLIGHTS FOR YOUR WEEK:
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