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Subject: Grade 9 Personal Development 
Term: 4 
Week: 3  Lesson Number 124 
Unit: 9.4: The Papua New Guinea Way  
Topic: Types of ceremonies, rituals and beliefs 

Introduction: 
This lesson is made up of lesson resource/ notes and practice exercise. 
 
Instruction: 
Follow the steps given below and work through the lesson. 
Step 1: Copy the Header into your exercise book. Make sure that your Handwriting is neat and 
legible. 
Step 2: Read the lesson resource and copy or make summary notes in your exercise book. 
Step 3: Complete Practice Exercise. 
Step 4: After you have completed the practice exercise, revise your work. (I will be checking your 
Exercise Book when you return to School). 
 
Lesson Resource/ Notes: 
Read through your lesson resource/ notes and make summary notes and cut and paste diagrams 
or draw them into your exercise book. 
 
Types of ceremonies, rituals and beliefs  
i. Bride Price  
 
Bride price is an exchange of goods between the clans of the bride and the groom. The relatives of 
the groom usually give more goods to the bride’s relatives than they receive. The amount a man 
pays for his wife shows how important he is in the village and the respect he has for his wife and her 
relatives. Bride price does not have to be money so it can be also called bride wealth. Traditionally, 
bride price was paid with shell money, pottery, betel nuts, food, pigs and other animals such as 
cassowaries. There are different bride price ceremonies held in different parts of the country.  
Traditional reasons for bride price  

 It is a way for a man to obtain wealth, which he can then give away in later exchanges and so 
increase his importance in the community.  

 It helps to take away the sadness of the parents in losing his daughter.  

 It compensates the parents for their hard work in bringing up and caring for their daughter 
until she gets married  

 It creates friendship between villages  

 It helps to make the marriage last a long time – it is a lot of trouble to return the wealth if the 
bride leaves the husband.  

 
ii. Festivals  
Festivals can be held in memory of a past event or as a celebration 

 
iii. Funerals/Mourning for the death  
A funeral is a time when people feel sorrow that they will not see the dead person again. It can also 
celebrate all the good things in the life of the dead person. There are over many different death 
ceremonies including carving of a sacred object, wearing body ornaments, honour feasts and rituals 
of dance and drama. Relatives gather to show sorrow, wailing and sometimes chopping off fingers, 
pulling teeth, shaving hair or pulling facial hairs. 
 
Traditional Dances  
Traditional sing sings and dances have been performed in the villages for many years. For example; 
these dancers from the New Ireland Province are wearing their bilas (traditional with contemporary 
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costumes) painted bodies. Singing and musical instruments such as garamuts or bamboo flutes 
support the dancing. Because people now move around the country, there are new opportunities to 
learn new dances from other cultures.  
Dancing can express sorrow, happiness, anger and courage. Some cultures copy the dance 
movements of animals to remember ancestors, help plants grow, make friends, welcome people, 
demonstrate legends, frighten people, entertain people before trading or bartering and celebrate the 
ceremonies of bride price, initiation, burials, pig killings, first hunting trip, end of a harvest, building a 
house, successful raid on an enemy village and ceremonial exchanges    

 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                    Practice Exercise 124: 
Write the questions first and then your answer in complete sentences. Watch the correct spelling 
of terms. 

1. List down different types of ceremonies, rituals or beliefs that are found in your area. 
2. State the importance of ceremonies, rituals and beliefs. 
3. Name examples of rituals practised in PNG. 
4. What are traditional beliefs compared with religious beliefs, 

 
 
You should be able to identify ceremonies. Rituals and beliefs in PNG. 
  


