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• P46

• Date: cs. 200 (One of the earliest Greek texts found. Though it is believed a 1st 
century manuscript of The Gospel of Mark has been found recently.)

• Manuscript of Paul on papyrus; 86 leaves, single column, 26–32 lines per column.

• Majuscule: Uppercase, Greek text with no spaces



God is a God Who Speaks
• At Creation

• And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light. (Gen 1:3)

• To Adam (before the Fall)

•  16 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, "You may 
surely eat of every tree of the garden, 17 but of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that 
you eat of it you shall surely die.“ (Gen 2:16,17)

• To Cain (after the Fall)

• 6 The LORD said to Cain, "Why are you angry, and why has your 
face fallen? 7 If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you 
do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is for you, but 
you must rule over it.“ (Gen 4:6,7)

• To Noah

•  13 And God said to Noah, "I have determined to make an end of 
all flesh, for the earth is filled with violence through them. Behold, I 
will destroy them with the earth. (Gen 6:13ff)



God Intended for His Word to be Written

• Moses

• Then the LORD said to Moses, "Write this as a memorial in a book 
and recite it in the ears of Joshua, that I will utterly blot out the 
memory of Amalek from under heaven." (Exo 17:14)

• Priests

• "Then the priest shall write these curses in a book and wash them 
off into the water of bitterness. (Num 5:23)

• Fathers

• You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your 
gates. (Deu 6:9)

• Kings

• "And when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, he shall write for 
himself in a book a copy of this law, approved by the Levitical 
priests. (Deu 17:18)



God Intended for His Word to be Heard/Read

• Joshua

• And afterward he read all the words of the law, the blessing and 
the curse, according to all that is written in the Book of the Law. 35 
There was not a word of all that Moses commanded that Joshua did 
not read before all the assembly of Israel, and the women, and the 
little ones, and the sojourners who lived among them. (Josh 
8:34,35)

• Psalm 119

• Ezra

• They read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they 
gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading. (Neh 
8:8)

• The Old Testament Prophets

• Romans 10:17

• So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of 
Christ.



Jesus Read/Quoted God’s Word

• Mark 4:10

• Then Jesus said to him, "Be gone, Satan! For it is written, "'You shall 
worship the Lord your God and him only shall you serve.'“

• Six times in Matthew Jesus asks, “Have you not read…?”

• Luke 4:16

• And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as 
was his custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and 
he stood up to read. (Luk 4:16)



The Apostles Read/Quoted God’s Word

• Pentecost – Acts 2:14-41

• Peter quotes no less than four Old Testament texts.

• Stephen – Acts 7:2-53

• Stephen quotes or alludes to at least six Old Testament texts

• The New Testament’s use of The Old Testament

• There are 250 direct quotations of the Old Testament to be found in 
the New, and that there are 1603 references, including looser 
quotations, allusions to Old Testament history, and so on. 

• Isaiah is referred to 308 times in the New Testament; the Psalms are 
used 303 times.  In all the New Testament, only Philemon and the 3 
epistles of John contain no direct reference to the Old Testament; 
Revelation contains 574 such references; Acts contains 169; Luke 
has 140; Matthew has 135; Hebrews includes 115; Romans has 103.



A Brief History of the Bible
• 1,400 BC: The first written Word of God: The Ten Commandments 

delivered to Moses.

• 500 BC: Completion of All Original Hebrew Manuscripts which make 
up The 39 Books of the Old Testament.

• 200 BC: Completion of the Septuagint => Greek translation of the 
Hebrew Bible

• 382 AD: Jerome's Latin Vulgate Manuscripts Produced 

• 500 AD: Scriptures have been Translated into Over 500 Languages.

• Over 5,000 existing Greek manuscripts, 10,000+ in Latin, Coptic, 
etc. More than 1 million quotations in Church Fathers.

• Fewer than 200 existing manuscripts for any other known ancient 
document.

• 600 AD: LATIN was the Only Language Allowed for Scripture.

• 995 AD: Anglo-Saxon (Early Roots of English Language) Translations of 
The New Testament Produced.



Click icon to add picture

• GA 619

• Date: 984

• Minuscule manuscript of the Apostolos and Paul (which has 
commentary) on parchment; 342 leaves, 2 columns for Apostolos, 
single column for Paul, 36-40 lines per column for Apostolos, 8-24 lines 
per column for Paul with commentary in margins.
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• GZ Lect 112 

• Date: 11th Century 

• Gospels and Apostolos lectionary manuscript on parchment; 152 
leaves, single column, 22 lines per column.
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• Erasmus – Novum Instrumentum

• Publisher: Basel, Johann Froben, 1516, First Edition

• Author: Erasmus of Rotterdam
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• Testamentum Novum

• Publisher: Geneva: Henri Estienne, 1588

• Author: Theodore Beza



• 1384 AD: Wycliffe is the First Person to Produce 
a (Hand-Written) manuscript Copy of the 
Complete Bible (Translated from Latin into 
English). 
• The Pope was so infuriated by his teachings and his 

translation of the Bible into English, that 44 years 
after Wycliffe had died, he ordered the bones to be 
dug-up, crushed, and scattered in the river!

History of the English Bible



Wycliffe 
Bible
• Handwritten



• 1455 AD: Gutenberg Invents the Printing Press; Books May 
Now be mass-Produced Instead of Individually Hand-
Written. The First Book Ever Printed is Gutenberg's Bible in 
Latin.

• 1522 AD: Martin Luther's German New Testament.
• 1526 AD: William Tyndale's New Testament; The First New 

Testament printed in the English Language. (Done while 
Tyndale was in hiding in Germany with Luther.)

• He is frequently referred to as the “Architect of the 
English Language”.

• Tyndale was strangled and burned for translating the 
Bible into English

History of the English Bible



Tyndale 
Bible
• 1526



• 1535 AD: Myles Coverdale's Bible; The First Complete Bible printed in the 
English Language 

• 1537 AD: Tyndale-Matthews Bible; The Second Complete Bible printed in 
English. Done by John "Thomas Matthew" Rogers 

• 1539 AD: The "Great Bible" Printed; The First English Language Bible Authorized 
for Public Use

• 1560 AD: The Geneva Bible Printed; The First English Language Bible to add 
Numbered Verses to Each Chapter

• Translated by English exiles living in Geneva under John Calvin’s 
teaching/leadership.

• Was the first “Study Bible.” It contained marginal notes, many of which 
came from Calvin’s preaching and lectures

• Was the most widely printed, read, utilised English Bible until 50 years after 
the publication of The King James

History of the English Bible



• 1568 AD: The Bishops Bible Printed; The Bible of which the King James was a 
Revision

• 1609 AD: The Douay Old Testament is added to the Rheims New Testament (of 
1582) Making the First Complete English Catholic Bible; Translated from the 
Latin Vulgate (80 Books).

• 1611 AD: The King James Bible Printed

• 1885 AD: The "English Revised Version" Bible; The First Major English Revision 
of the KJV.

• 1971 AD: The "New American Standard Bible" (NASB) is Published as a "Modern 
and Accurate Word for Word English Translation" of the Bible.

• 1973 AD: The "New International Version" (NIV) is Published as a "Modern and 
Accurate Phrase for Phrase English Translation" of the Bible. (1984, 2011)

• 1982 AD: The "New King James Version" (NKJV) is Published as a "Modern 
English Version Maintaining the Original Style of the King James."

• 2002 AD: The English Standard Version (ESV) is Published as a translation to 
bridge the gap between the accuracy of the NASB and the readability of the NIV

• 2017 AD: The Christian Standard Bible

History of the English Bible



King 
James
• 1611



King 
James
• 1611



Brief Comment on Non-English Bibles

• Afrikaans, Dutch, Chinese, German, Indian, 
etc.

• Only German & Dutch would have versions 
pre-dating the King James Version



Codex 
Sinaiticus
• AD 330-350
• Found in 1859



• There are presently 5,686 Greek manuscripts in existence today for the 
New Testament. If we were to compare the number of New Testament 
manuscripts to other ancient writings, we find that the New Testament 
manuscripts far outweigh the others in quantity.

Author Date
Written

Earliest Copy Approximate Time Span 
between original & copy

Number of Copies Accuracy of Copies

Lucretius died 55 or 53 B.C.   1100 yrs 2 ----

Pliny A.D. 61-113 A.D. 850 750 yrs 7 ----

Plato 427-347 B.C. A.D. 900 1200 yrs 7 ----

Demosthenes 4th Cent. B.C. A.D. 1100 800 yrs 8 ----

Herodotus 480-425 B.C. A.D. 900 1300 yrs 8 ----

Suetonius A.D. 75-160 A.D. 950 800 yrs 8 ----

Thucydides 460-400 B.C. A.D. 900 1300 yrs 8 ----

Euripides 480-406 B.C. A.D. 1100 1300 yrs 9 ----

Aristophanes 450-385 B.C. A.D. 900 1200 10 ----

Caesar 100-44 B.C. A.D. 900 1000 10 ----

Livy 59 BC-AD 17 ---- ??? 20 ----

Tacitus circa A.D. 100 A.D. 1100 1000 yrs 20 ----

Aristotle 384-322 B.C. A.D. 1100 1400 49 ----

Sophocles 496-406 B.C. A.D. 1000 1400 yrs 193 ----

Homer (Iliad) 900 B.C. 400 B.C. 500 yrs 643 95%

New
Testament

1st Cent. A.D. (A.D. 50-
100)

2nd Cent. A.D.
(c. A.D. 130 f.)

less than 100 years 5600 99.5%



• Below is a chart with some of the oldest extant New Testament manuscripts 
compared to when they were originally penned.  Compare these time spans with 
the next closest, which is Homer's Iliad, where the closest copy from the original 
is 500 years later.  Undoubtedly, that period of time allows for more textual 
corruption in its transmission.  How much less so for the New Testament 
documents?

Important
Manuscript
Papyri

Contents Date
Original Written

MSS
Date

Approx.
Time Span

Location

p52
(John Rylands
Fragment)3

John 18:31-33, 37-38 circa
A.D. 96

circa
A.D.
125

29 yrs John Rylands Library, 
Manchester, England

P46
(Chester Beatty Papyrus)

Rom. 5:17-6:3, 5-14; 
8:15-25, 27-35; 10:1-11, 
22, 24-33, 35; 16:1-23, 
25-27; Heb.; 1 & 2 Cor., 
Eph., Gal., Phil., Col.; 
1 Thess. 1:1, 9-10; 2:1-3
; 5:5-9, 23-28

50's-70's
circa
A.D.
200

Approx.
150 yrs

Chester Beatty Museum, 
Dublin & Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, University of 
Michigan library

P66
(Bodmer Papyrus)

John 1:1-6:11, 35-14:26; 
fragment of 14:29-21:9 70's

circa
A.D.
200

Approx.
130 yrs Cologne, Geneva

P67 Matt. 3:9,15; 5:20-22, 
25-28  

circa
A.D.
200

Approx.
130 yrs

Barcelona, Fundacion 
San Lucas Evangelista, P. 
Barc.1

https://carm.org/manuscript-evidence#footnote3_5i2wgwn
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%2018.31-33
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%2018.37-38
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom.%205.17-6.3
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom%205.5-14
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom%208.15-25
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom%208.27-35
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom%2010.1-11
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom%2010.22
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom%2010.24-33
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom%2010.35
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom%2016.1-23
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom%2016.25-27
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Thess.%201.1
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Thess%201.9-10
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Thess%202.1-3
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Thess%205.5-9
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Thess%205.23-28
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%201.1-6.11
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%201.35-14
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt.%203.9
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt%203.15
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt%205.20-22
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt%205.25-28


A Word Regarding Variants

• The smallest category of textual changes involves those that are both 
meaningful and viable. These comprise less than one percent of all 
textual variants. “Meaningful” means that the variant changes the 
meaning of the text to some degree. It may not be terribly significant, 
but if the variant affects one’s understanding of the passage, then it is 
meaningful.

• There are two large textual variants in the entire NT, each involving 
12 verses: Mark 16:9–20 andJohn 7:53–8:11. The earliest and best 
manuscripts lack these verses. In addition, these passages do not fit 
well with the authors’ style. Although much emotional baggage is 
attached to these two texts for many Christians, no essential truths 
are lost if these verses are not authentic.

http://www.esvbible.org/Mark%2B16.9-20
http://www.esvbible.org/John%2B7.53-8.11
http://www.esvbible.org/John%2B7.53-8.11


A Word Regarding Variants

• The most significant textual variants certainly alter the meaning of 
various verses. And where the meaning of verses is changed, 
paragraphs and even larger units of thought are also affected to some 
degree. At times, a particular doctrine may not, after all, be affirmed 
in a given passage, depending on the textual variant. But this is not 
the same thing as saying that such a doctrine is denied. Just because 
a particular verse may not affirm a cherished doctrine does not mean 
that that doctrine cannot be found in the NT. In the final analysis, no 
cardinal doctrine, no essential truth, is affected by any viable variant 
in the surviving NT manuscripts. For example, the deity of Christ, his 
resurrection, his virginal conception, justification by faith, and the 
Trinity are not put in jeopardy because of any textual variation. 
Confidence can therefore be placed in the providence of God in 
preserving the Scriptures.
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• The Center for New Testament Textual Studies NT Critical Apparatus
© 2004 by the New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary



Why do we care so much about a Book?

• By “book” here I am not meaning a particular 
version – The Word of The Living God

• The Bible is:
• Clear – A child can understand (2 Tim. 3:15)

• Authoritative – Our final Authority for Faith & 
Practice (2 Peter 1:19)

• Inerrant – Without error as its Divine Author is 
without error

• Sufficient – Equips us for every good work (2 Tim. 
3:16-17)

• Necessary – It’s within the Bible, God’s Word, where 
we learn of “salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.”



Why do we care so much about a Book?
• Without God’s Word we would have no reliable knowledge of salvation through Jesus 

Christ – the gospel.

• Without God’s Word we would have no reliable, rational basis for our faith.

• Without God’s Word we would have no certain revelation of the fullness of God’s 
character thereby preventing us from truly knowing Him, loving Him, and glorifying 
Him.

• Without God’s Word we would have no certain and reliable grid through which to 
interpret the rest of life and the world in which we live.

• Without God’s Word we would lack clear and certain principles for understanding 
how to live in fruitful relationship with one another.

• Without God’s Word we would lack knowledge of God’s design and purpose for the 
church.

• Without God’s Word we would have no steady anchor in the midst of trial and 
tragedy.

• Without God’s Word we would have no eternal truth to teach us humility and 
thankfulness in the mist of prosperity.

• Without God’s Word we would lack that which his necessary for true Spiritual life! 
(Deuteronomy 8:3; Matthew 4:4; Luke 4:4 – Man shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word of God.)
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