
Sermon 114: Romans 10:10-13: The Universal Results of Faith 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

What is faith?  One of my favourite ways to define faith is to look at faith’s opposites, what 

is the opposite of faith?  Firstly, the opposite of faith is unbelief.  When Christ was walking 

on this earth proclaiming who He was and attesting these declarations with miracles, there 

were those who did not believe what He said.  Secondly, the opposite of faith is fear.  

Hebrews talks about faith being the assurance of things hoped for, faith does not doubt 

whether this promise is true but finds God trustworthy and is full of confidence not fear and 

doubt.  The third opposite to faith is works.  Paul especially emphasizes this aspect of faith 

when stressing how we become righteous before a holy God.  We do not trust in our own 

works, or any form of righteousness that can be manufactured by us, but we put our trust 

or faith in Christ and what He does not us.   

 

The nature and effects of faith is what Paul has been exploring in Romans 10.  You will 

remember that Paul in Romans 9-11 is speaking to the controversial issue of the unbelief of 

the Jews.  He has looked at God’s involvement in election, and the Jews involvement in 

unbelief.  Paul made a bold statement in 10:4 which he has been unpacking from v5-13, ‘For 

Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.’  The Gentiles have 

been included by faith but the Jews are excluded because they cling to their law keeping 

instead of to Christ as their law keeper.  Paul has been developing the two points he made 

in 10:4, firstly, that those who believe are made righteous in Christ; and secondly, everyone 

who believes will be made righteous.  We have been looking deeply into the nature of faith 

as Paul has been describing it, and we now want to look at the results of faith, what it 

brings about, and the universality of faith, that faith is the way of every person for salvation.  

We will see that believing brings about justification, salvation and not being put to shame on 

the last day, and that these results are for all who believe. 

 

Romans 10:10-13, ‘10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth 

one confesses and is saved. 11 For the Scripture says, "Everyone who believes in him will 

not be put to shame." 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same 

Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. 13 For "everyone who calls 

on the name of the Lord will be saved." 

 

The results of faith 

 

We have looked in v10 at the heart believing and the mouth confessing and we were 

skipping over some very important words as we spoke to the nature of saving faith.  We 



turn our attention now to v10-11 to pick up three important results for those who believe; 

‘justified,’ ‘saved’ and ‘will not be put to shame’.   

 

Let me illuminate the word justified by reflecting on some conversations I had on my recent 

holiday.  We had the opportunity to have an evangelistic church service on one of the 

Sundays in our camping ground, and after the sermon I was discussing the topic of what 

happens after death with two of the men.  We were speaking about Adam who died as a 

believer, whose spirit ascended to God while his body remained in the ground.  How he 

would have lived in a blessed disembodied state until the judgement, when he would have 

been resurrected.  It was then that I could point out two important aspects of the word 

justified.  Firstly, it is a legal word, it has to do with the verdict spoken over a criminal when 

charged with a crime.  If the criminal is charged he is condemned, but if he is righteous he 

is declared righteous and justified.  We spoke about how judgement day will not be scary 

for the Christian because we will not be condemned as the unbeliever is condemned.  The 

second thing we must appreciate is that the fact that the word is in the past tense.  It is not 

a case of the Christian will be justified, but he has been justified.  And so then I was able to 

show that our judgement day verdict has already been declared, the day you were born 

again was the day that you received your judgement day verdict and God ruled in your 

favour.  When we die and stand before God on judgement day there will be no surprises, He 

will simply repeat the word of justification spoken over you the day that you believed.  It 

always give me great joy to deliver this aspect of justification you can see the relief that 

comes on their faces, and the new marvel at God’s work of grace. 

 

I think it was the next day that I turned to one of the men asked him what justification was.  

His answer went something like this, ‘Justification is the removal of all of my sins through 

Christ’s payment on the cross.’  I said to him, ‘Good answer, but that is 25% of what 

justification is.’  Many people think that justification merely has to do with forgiveness or the 

removal of our sin debt as a means of making us righteous.  However, the bible tells us that 

God does not merely forgive our sins when He justifies us but that He also gives us a gift of 

positive human righteousness.  Martin Luther called this the marvellous exchange, where 

our sin is taken and put upon Christ, and His righteousness is credited as ours.  We receive 

a righteousness not our own and He received sins not His own.  As truly as Christ was 

treated as a criminal and was killed so will I be treated as the Holy Son on judgement day.  

He stood as me that I can stand as He before a holy God.  So now I stand before God not 

only justified, as in just-as-if-I’d-never-sinned, but also just-as-if-I’d-always-obeyed because 

Christ’s goodness was given to me.  In technical terms justification is the 

imputation/crediting/reckoning of an alien righteousness to my account, and the 

imputation/crediting/reckoning of an alien guilt (namely my guilt) to Christ’s account.  This 

explanation brings us up to 50% of what justification is all about.  I could see the 

amazement on his face and knew I had to stop there for the day and allow him to ponder 

that.  For those of you who are familiar with the Heidelberg Catechism you might recognise 

this aspect of justification from question 60 which asks: ‘How art thou righteous before God? 

Answer: Only by true faith in Jesus Christ; that is, although my conscience accuse me that I 

grievously sinned against all the commandments of God, and have never kept any of them, 

and thati am still prone always to all evil, yet God, without any merit of mine, of mere grace, 



grants and imputes to me the perfect satisfaction, righteousness, and holiness of Christ, as 

if I had never committed nor had any sin, and had myself accomplished all the obedience 

which Christ has fulfilled for me, if only I accept such benefit with a believing heart.’     

 

A few days later we made the drive from Nelson to Takaka, and were sitting on Tata beach 

and I shared with him the next 50% of the bible’s teaching on justification.  Now we have 

been looking through a legal/forensic lens, now we must look through a covenantal lens or 

looking at justification through the lens of our union with Christ.  You see in one way we 

abstract justification by seeing it as a movement of righteousness from Christ to us.  The 

truth of the matter is that Christ does not lose any righteousness, nor even donate it, we are 

grafted into Christ united to Him, so that all that He is represents us before the Father.  We 

do not merely receive Christ’s righteousness like a piece of paper that can be lost but rather 

we are united to Christ into His mystical body so that Christ is our very righteousness (1 Cor. 

1:30).  When God wants to look at your righteousness He does not look at you, He looks at 

His Son.  John Bunyan puts it like this, ‘…the righteousness is still ‘in Him’; not ‘in us,’ even 

then when we are made partakers of the benefit of it, even as the wing and feathers still 

abide in the hen when the chickens are covered, kept and warmed thereby….  Indeed this is 

one of the greatest mysteries in the world—namely, that a righteousness that resides with a 

person in heaven should justify me, a sinner, on earth.’1  It is absolutely vital that we insist 

that Christ’s righteousness is His and is credited to us, for this was the very contention of 

the Reformation.  The Roman Catholic Church insisted that Christ’s righteousness was 

infused through the sacraments not imputed by faith.  They taught Christ’s righteousness 

concretely communicated in the sacraments and not legally conferred upon those who 

believe.  This brings us up to 75% let me add the last 25% then.   

 

Combining these legal and covenantal perspectives this helps us to appreciate how our 

judgement day is past tense.  You are not exempt from judgement day, you have been 

judged.  Your judgement was suffered by Christ on the cross.  Likewise your declaration of 

righteousness is not pending it is past when God resurrected Jesus from the dead.  There is 

a most important verse in Romans 4:25 which unites the ideas of Christ’s resurrection and 

our justification, ‘who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification.’  

How does Christ’s resurrection justify you?  Christ as a human being will not have to face 

God for judgement on the last day, Christ faced judgement on the cross.  Christ was dead 

and condemned on account of our sins upon Him.  He was in a state of condemnation.  

However, once He made the sufficient payment of sin by His death, death which is the 

wages of sin now had no right to hold Him.  The God of justice who never violates justice 

raised Jesus the perfectly righteous man from the dead.  Think of it as Christ’s justification, 

He was dead in sin and condemned but because sin was paid for sufficiently by His death, 

death now had no hold on Him as all our sins had been paid in full.  God declared Christ 

righteous in His resurrection, as 1 Tim. 3:16 puts it ‘He was vindicated by the Spirit’.  In the 

Greek the word for vindicate is literally justified.  Here is the application for us.  We do not 

merely receive a death that will pay for all our sins but have received such a death, we have 

not received a righteousness that will survive the judgement but has survived the 

judgement.  Let me put it another way.  As surely as Christ would stand as holy and 
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righteous on judgement day, so will you having His death and righteousness put to your 

account.  Let me ask you this question, do you think Christ would be declared righteous or 

guilty on judgement day?  I know you would say righteous.  And if you were still thinking 

you would say, ‘But Christ shouldn’t be judged at all, He has been judged and declared 

righteous in His resurrection.’  My answer is, exactly, and His death and resurrection are 

accredited as yours.  This is what your baptism symbolizes.  You have passed from death to 

life, you are presently enjoying post-judgement life because Christ suffered the judgement 

and received that life for us, and we receive it in Him.  When Christ is resurrected as a 

justification you are not watching a righteousness like yours pass the judgement, but your 

very righteousness, you are watching your judgement day. 

 

There is no other gospel like this one, no other salvation that guarantees your righteousness 

before a perfect God like this one.  It is in Christ alone that we can find righteousness 

sufficient to please God.  Praise God for His abundant mercy towards us in Christ!       

 

Paul tells us that we receive this when we believe with our hearts.  We do not work for such 

a gift, we receive it freely when we believe that a God of love and holiness has done this in 

Christ for us.  Not only that Paul knows we have received more than justification and so he 

varies his descriptions.  Secondly he tells us that those who confess with their mouths are 

saved.  Salvation is a broad category which includes justification and the new birth, and 

sanctification and even glorification.  Paul is thinking about the many present benefits we 

receive on account of believing.  Thirdly, in rom. 10:11 he quotes the OT as an authority to 

affirm his point that we are saved through faith, he quotes Isaiah 28:16, ‘For the Scripture 

says, "Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame."’  The shame being spoken of 

here is the shame of having to face God not dressed in the righteousness of Christ with your 

justification already established, but to have the inside of your psyche scanned by the 

omniscient God as He makes you aware of your sinful nature, and helps you to see yourself 

as He sees you.  The day when the book of your life is opened and you are not there to 

receive rewards as Christians are because all of their sins are paid in full by Christ, but to 

have your every deed weighed in the balance to see if you are good enough to save yourself 

by your own good works.  As Adam and Eve knew shame for the first time when they 

sinned, you will know shame as if for the first time.  But the promise is that everyone who 

believes, they will not be put to shame.  Just as God covered the shame of Adam and Eve 

by killing an animal as their substitute, so Christ has died and His righteousness hides our 

shame. 

 

The universality of faith 

 

This open door for anyone who believes is one of Paul’s main points in Romans 10.  We 

have stressed the outcome of righteousness that he stressed in 10:4, now let us see how he 

emphasizes how it is ‘everyone who believes’ who receives this righteousness.  10:12-13, 

‘12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, 

bestowing his riches on all who call on him. 13 For "everyone who calls on the name of the 

Lord will be saved."’  Paul is showing us that the Jews cannot save themselves through the 

law and the Gentiles through faith because there is no distinction between them.  Paul made 



this point earlier when he declared that we have all sinned and fallen short of the glory of 

God.  He also stresses that God in the only God and Lord who is not two faced but functions 

in one way.  He gives grace to the humble and bestows His riches on those who call on Him.  

And Paul pulls in Joel 2:32 from the OT to prove this point, ‘For everyone who calls on the 

name of the Lord will be saved.’   

 

This is God’s only way to save people.  God did not have two ways to save sinners in the OT 

where the good people did not call on His name but made themselves perfect by their law 

keeping, and the bad people had to cry out for forgiveness and mercy.  No, God resists the 

proud, the self-sufficient, the self-righteous, the self-confident in spiritual things.  God would 

be a liar to agree with their blind evaluation of their own goodness and ability.  God resists 

the proud and gives grace to the humble.  And this is emphasized in the word ‘call’.  Those 

who call on God are those who are needy and crying out to Him for His aid.  I love what 

Lloyd-Jones said on this verse, ‘…they realise that they are absolutely hopeless.  As long 

they feel they can still make the shore, they will not shout for help; they are too proud to do 

that.  They say, ‘People will laugh at me and say I was afraid, that I thought I was going to 

drown.’  So they go on trusting in themselves.  But the moment they realise that they are 

finished, then they cry out.’2  Many have had to be stripped of all their hiding places, all their 

distractions.  Some have had to have their health, their parents, their friends, their 

possessions, their reputations stripped away that they could be confronted with what they 

really are as sinners and their desperate need for Christ.   

 

But here is the good news ‘Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’  He 

will not cast out any who come to Him, a broken and contrite heart He will not despise, He 

gives grace to the humble, these are the promises we can rest on.  No matter who you are 

or what you have done, anyone and everyone who calls in repentant faith will be saved.  

God’s grace is greater than your sins and He is willing to save, He does not delight in the 

death of the wicked.  Are you a terrible sinner who deserves judgement, God is willing to 

give you the gift of the righteousness of His Son to make you as Holy and acceptable in His 

sight as His own Son.  There is no greater gift, no greater love, no greater riches than this.                        
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