
Sermon 41: Luke 8:41-56: Weak Faith Meets a Strong Saviour

OUTLINE
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Jairus’s faith

INTRODUCTION

‘My cup runneth over;’ ‘Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we 
ask or think;’ these biblical phrases remind us that when we bring the thimble of our faith to
God, He fills it with the flood of Himself and His gifts.  Luke 8:41-56 records the narrative of 
two people who have faith in Christ, but it is a thimble sized faith and Christ exceeds their 
expectations.  The woman with the issue of blood comes to Jesus believing that He has the 
power to heal, but she will leave knowing His kindness and goodness as well.  Jairus comes 
with hope for a healing but he comes to believe in the Messiah who not only heals but raises
the dead.  This part of Luke 8 is all about demonstrating who Jesus is.  We see that He is 
the one who has authority over nature in calming the storm; He is the one who commands 
demons and they obey; now we will see that He has authority over disease and even death. 
But there is more than His mere power and authority on display we see Jesus attending 
upon individuals in the crowd; we see Jesus concerned to see people broken under the 
effects of sin restored; we see a gentle and compassionate Saviour who meets our weak 
faith with His power and goodness.  

We will look at this section in three parts.  Firstly, we will introduce ourselves to those who 
have need in this portion.  Then we will look at the woman’s faith and then Jairus’s faith.  

The needy

V40-43, ‘ Now when Jesus returned, the crowd welcomed him, for they were all waiting for 
him. 41 And there came a man named Jairus, who was a ruler of the synagogue. And falling 
at Jesus’ feet, he implored him to come to his house, 42 for he had an only daughter, about 
twelve years of age, and she was dying.  As Jesus went, the people pressed around him. 
43 And there was a woman who had had a discharge of blood for twelve years, and though 
she had spent all her living on physicians, she could not be healed by anyone.’  We are still 
on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, Jesus and His disciples have returned from delivering the 
demoniacs in Gentile territory and are back.  The Jewish crowds await Jesus but amongst 
them are two desperate souls.  Many have come for the spectacle but they have come out 
of personal need, Jairus and the woman with a 12 year medical condition.  

These two people are very different but united in their need.  He is a man, she is woman; 
he is a respected leader in the synagogue, she is unclean and cut off from all aspects of 
society; he will be sought out, her avoided; he is clean, she is unclean; he comes openly 
asking for help, she comes in secret taking it; but both have need; both have faith; and both
have their needs met more than they could have expected by the superabundant power of 
Christ.

Firstly, we meet Jairus, his name means ‘may He enlighten.’  He is a ruler in the synagogue,
he is an elder.  The eldership in a synagogue would have consisted of between 3-7 men, 
these men oversaw the worship each Sabbath, what was done and who participated.  It is 
possible that Jairus was a leader in the synagogue where Jesus cast a demon out of 



someone, 4:33-35.  What is significant to note is that by this time Jesus had already had run
ins with the religious authorities and earned their ire, but Jairus who is part of the religious 
establishment does not reject Jesus but comes to Him.  The timing of Jairus’s coming may 
tell a story.  His daughter is dying, she is on her last legs, and he has waited until this very 
last moment, and we see that he waited too long.  This may indicate a debate he was 
having with himself, fear of the other authorities and what they would think, but now in his 
desperation with nothing to lose he finally comes to Jesus.  He falls at Jesus feet.  Here is a 
man of significant social standing humbling himself in his desperation.  And he begs, he 
implores Jesus to come and heal his dying 12 year old daughter.  Luke includes the detail 
that she is an only daughter heightening the emotion of this moment.  Unlike the Centurion 
who asks Jesus to merely say the word to heal his servant, Jairus, perhaps because he was 
an eye witness of other healings thinks Jesus needs to come and lay hands on her, Mark 
5:22-23.

Then we have the woman with the issue of blood.  We are not given her name, a second 
century pseudopigraphic writing known as The Acts of Pilate claim that her name is Bernice 
or in the Latin, Veronica, but this is speculation.  We have no details about her condition 
though many guess that it is a uterine hemorrhage caused by early pregnancy, cancer, 
hormones or injury.  Perpetual bleeding would have caused many secondary difficulties for 
her including weakness, tiredness, anemia, etc.  According to the OT ceremonial law of Lev. 
15:19-33 any issue of blood results in ceremonial uncleanness.  This meant that anyone who
came into contact with her during this time became unclean, this meant that most people 
did not risk the contamination and stayed away.  The OT laws around uncleanness were 
often for health reasons but also spoke about sin and redemption, bodily discharges related 
to procreation caused uncleanness in both men and women, the theological point here is 
that we are born in sin.  These laws no longer apply.  And we must stress that the various 
bodily functions associated with womanhood are good by virtue of God’s creation, the 
ceremonial law was added and reinforces that sin has infected that which is good.  Any 
notions that being a woman is negative and that this implies women should hate themselves
or their bodily functions is drawing the wrong conclusion from this text.  This woman was 
bearing the truth of the fall in her body and needed God to heal and cleanse her.  There are
many pains associated with a woman’s childbearing ability, this woman is experiencing one 
of the many ways sin affects this area.  I must again clarify that with the coming of Christ 
who fulfils the ceremonial law, these laws related to uncleanness fall away.  

This woman’s condition cut her off socially, it is possible given the divorce practices of the 
time that she was divorced.  She would not have been able to attend temple worship or the 
synagogue, nor be able to work.  She would have been kept in isolation.  We are also told 
that she had used up all her money trying to get help from doctors, and in that day, they 
were not much use.  Here is what one commentator writes: ‘From what we know of the 
ancient practice of medicine, this is hardly surprising. Here is what the Talmud advised for 
someone in this condition: “Take of the gum of Alexandria the weight of a small silver coin; 
of alum the same; of crocus the same. Let them be bruised together, and given in wine to 
the woman that has an issue of blood. If this does not benefit take of Persian onions three 
pints; boil them in wine, and give her to drink, and say ‘Arise from thy flux.’ If this does not 
cure her, set her in a place where two ways meet, and let her hold a cup of wine in her right
hand, and let someone come behind and frighten her, and say, ‘Arise from thy flux.’ ” 
Needless to say, these remedies were far from effective. In fact, they sound more like cures 
for the hiccups than for chronic illness!’1   

1 Ryken, P. G. (2009). Luke. (R. D. Phillips, P. G. Ryken, & D. M. Doriani, Eds.) (Vol. 1, pp. 408–409). 
Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R Publishing.
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J C Ryle points out what a pertinent illustration this woman is of us in our sins.  We are 
afflicted with the effects of our sins.  We are cut off from others and God.  We try all sorts 
of things to try and remedy our own situation turning to quacks for their useless cures.  We 
can spend ourselves trying to fix ourselves with no hope.  But Christ can help us!

The woman’s faith

V44, ‘She came up behind him and touched the fringe of his garment, and immediately her 
discharge of blood ceased.’  Without payment and with a fearful faith she reaches out and 
touches Christ, and is healed.  We see that she comes up behind Christ.  She could not 
make her need public for she would contaminate all who touched her in this close crowd.  
She likely feared that Jesus might have the attitude of the Pharisees who were scrupulous 
when it came to matters of cleanness.  Despite this she believed that He had the power to 
heal her, though she may not have been fully persuaded of His goodness and willingness to 
do so.  This feeble faith is answered.  

What a lesson this is about faith.  Today in the face of faith healing you are brought to think
that your faith is a type of superpower that makes things happen.  Faith healers blame a 
lack of faith for people who do not get healed as a cover up to the fact that they are 
pretenders who have no scriptural basis for their ministries.  Here we are reminded that 
faith like a mustard seed is enough.  We are not saved by our works, in fact it is not even 
our faith that saves us, our faith itself will always have questions and doubts and incomplete
knowledge, but if our faith it is directed towards Christ then it is enough.  Weak faith in a 
strong Saviour is enough in order for God to save any sinner who reaches out to Christ for 
salvation.  This is not only our comfort in salvation but in prayer as well.  Every prayer we 
pray will be imperfect, sinners cannot pray perfect prayers, but we pray in the name of 
Christ and by Christ the Mediator who intercedes on our behalf.  Our prayers are heard on 
high not because our faith is so good but because our Saviour is.  

V45-46, ‘And Jesus said, “Who was it that touched me?” When all denied it, Peter said, 
“Master, the crowds surround you and are pressing in on you!”  But Jesus said, “Someone 
touched me, for I perceive that power has gone out from me.”  There is debate here as to 
whether Christ truly knew who touched Him or not, there is nothing lost by Christ not having
knowledge it confirms His full humanity.  Any time things are supernaturally revealed it is 
not a case of Christ dipping into His omniscience but as a revelation by the Spirit.  I suspect 
however that Jesus is aware, along with the power leaving Him He probably knows the 
nature of the problem, and by the woman’s confession she knows she has been discovered. 
Jesus asks so that He can get her to confess publicly and be restored publicly as well.  V47, 
‘And when the woman saw that she was not hidden, she came trembling, and falling down 
before him declared in the presence of all the people why she had touched him, and how 
she had been immediately healed.’  

But v48 really reveals why Jesus does not simply want her to walk away with a healing, 
there is something more important that healing that she needs, ‘And he said to her, 
“Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace.”  Three things stand out here, firstly, 
the language of adoption, daughter.  This is the only time that Jesus addresses a woman in 
this way.  This is strange as it seems as if she is a woman older than Himself.  The bible 
teaches us that we are born in sin and alienated from God but that we can become children 
of God by faith.  This woman has faith and she is called, daughter.  Secondly, the word 
‘made well’ is literally ‘saved.’  Translators have to choose at this point which word and it is 
the opinion of some commentators that ‘saved’ is the better translation.  This translation 
gets to the point that this woman’s faith has not only healed her but saved her.  That she is 



not only restored socially because her uncleanness is removed but that she is restored to 
God.  This is confirmed by the third point, ‘go in peace.’  That is, go with the Shalom of God.
God knowing that God is at peace with you and His blessing is upon you.  Jesus as 
Highpriest of His people pronounces the benediction upon this cleansed woman.  This point 
of her faith adopting, saving and granting her peace was necessary to articulate for her 
sake, but also as a testimony to all those around.  She was granted an opportunity to testify
to what God had done for her for free, but more importantly she got to hear these words.  

Jairus’s faith  

This scene began with a desperate father who was counting the seconds.  We can picture 
him willing the boat carrying Jesus to go faster; pushing his way to the front of the crowd to
make his plea; the attempts at trying to be polite as he tried to help Jesus push through the
hampering crowd; and the desperation he would have felt as this woman touched Jesus, 
and Jesus stopped in His tracks to find out who had touched Him, and pay personal 
attention, and deliver a personal message to her.  And just as he would have breathed a 
sigh of relief that they could get underway again, v49, ‘While he was still speaking, someone
from the ruler’s house came and said, “Your daughter is dead; do not trouble the Teacher 
anymore.”  

V50, ‘But Jesus on hearing this answered him, “Do not fear; only believe, and she will be 
well.”  Jairus already has faith and is being called to continue to believe.  He is told not to 
fear, or be anxious concerning his daughter, but only believe and she will be well.  Jairus’s 
late and reticent faith was hoping for a healing, now by that same faith he will see a 
resurrection.  Try and imagine yourself as Jairus and what is going through your mind right 
now.  ‘I thought He might be able to heal but daughter, but can He raise her from the 
dead?’  ‘If only He had not stopped for that woman there might have been enough time.’  
Divine delays and impossible situations, yet Jesus calls for these to be met with faith.  He is 
not placing faith here as a condition but it is a call to continuing faith.  

V51-53, ‘And when he came to the house, he allowed no one to enter with him, except 
Peter and John and James, and the father and mother of the child. 52 And all were weeping 
and mourning for her, but he said, “Do not weep, for she is not dead but sleeping.” 53 And 
they laughed at him, knowing that she was dead.’  When they arrive at the house the 
mourning is in full swing.  This would have involved wailing, flutes and loud weeping.  The 
idea of quiet and respectful mourning that we see in our funeral venues today was 
unknown.  This is the first time that the three, Peter, James and John are singled out, and 
along with the family they go into the house.  Jesus addresses the mourners and tells them 
not to weep for she is not dead but sleeping.  Now in truth she was dead, but to the power 
of Christ death is nothing more than sleep.  As one commentator put it, there is a sermon in
that one word sleeping.  

This concept of death as sleep is not unique here but appears several times in the NT.  
Jesus says the same thing again of Lazarus when He tells the disciples that He is going to 
wake him, John 11:11, ‘After saying these things, he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has 
fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.”  It is not only true for those Jesus raised from the 
dead, but death is now sleep for every believer.  1 Thess. 4:14-15, ‘For since we believe 
that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who 
have fallen asleep. 15 For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are 
alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen 
asleep.’  Every believer who dies experiences death the same way Jesus did.  When we die 
our soul leaves our body and ascends to the Father, this is called the intermediate state 



where we dwell in perfect bliss in a disembodied state.  Our bodies go to the grave.  This is 
called sleep because one day Jesus is going to come again and those same bodies will be 
raised anew as our bodies and our spirits are one day reunited.  This girl’s resurrection is a 
foretaste of that day and proves to us that He has the power of death and hell.  

V54-56, ‘But taking her by the hand he called, saying, “Child, arise.” 55 And her spirit 
returned, and she got up at once. And he directed that something should be given her to 
eat. 56 And her parents were amazed, but he charged them to tell no one what had 
happened.’  Jesus did not need to touch the dead girl but He does.  This would technically 
make Him unclean, but whereas unclean things usually contaminate the clean, with Christ 
the process works in reverse, He touches the dead girl and makes her alive, the unclean 
thing becomes clean.  He speaks and says, ‘Child, arise.’  We know from other gospel 
accounts that He calls her name.  He speaks and she must obey.  He speaks and He who 
has authority over death, over soul and body, by His words unites what sin has torn apart.  
By His power He overcomes what has overcome us.  Spirit was torn from body in death 
Christ restores it.  These verses give us three indications that she is indeed alive.  Her spirit 
returns, she gets up, and she eats.  Her hunger was probably due to the prolonged illness 
that brought about her death which no doubt has also been healed.  The parents are 
understandably amazed, the father had been hoping for a healing and saw and resurrection,
he who had faith in one who could possibly heal now knows the One who has the power 
over death itself. 

Jesus then tells them to be silent about this miracle.  Why would He do that?  Didn’t he tell 
the man who had just been delivered from demons to go and tell what God had done?  It is 
likely that Jesus is not wanting people to get distracted from His main purpose which is to 
preach the kingdom.  News of a resurrection would only cause more crowds who wanted to 
see more miracles, and their political hopes would be fueled.  However Christ has come to 
preach the good news, the miracles confirm the message, but ultimately He will have to lay 
His life down in death not bring in the new age, at least not yet. 

Luke 8 is all about establishing who Jesus is and does He warrant faith.  We have seen that 
He is the one who has all authority over nature, demons, disease and death.  And that faith 
in Him, even imperfect faith is accepted and when we believe we will receive His goodness.  
Whether we are the rich, the religious and the respected, or whether we are the afflicted, 
the outcasts, the unclean and the despised.  Simply reach out your faith and cling to the 
edge of His garment, and He will answer that faith.                      
          
  


