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SUMMARY 

Current and former foster youth experience 
homelessness at high rates with no family to turn to 
especially during the COVID-19 pandemic. This bill 
establishes ongoing funding for programs assisting 
current and former foster youth who are 
experiencing or at risk of homelessness with 
achieving stable housing. This bill also establishes 
training for social workers and probation officers 
working with transition-age foster youth to help 
find housing resources.  
 

BACKGROUND 

Historically, foster youth have experienced alarming 
rates of homelessness as they transition out of care. 
While California has taken great strides to address 
this, nearly one in five youth experience 
homelessness while in foster care between ages 19 
to 21 and one in four experience homelessness 
between ages 21 and 23. Of youth accessing our 
State’s Transitional Housing Program (THP-Plus) for 
former foster youth, the rate is even higher—one in 
three experience homelessness prior to entering.  
 

PROBLEM 

During the COVID-19 crisis, maintaining housing 
stability is increasingly difficult for current and 
former foster youth who have been 
disproportionately impacted by job loss and housing 
instability. Hardships exacerbated by the pandemic 
include: 
 

High unemployment rates: According to a July 2020 
survey, the majority of youth who were working at 
the onset of the COVID-19 crisis either lost their 
jobs or experienced a reduction in hours—79% of 
current foster youth age 18-21 and 60% of former 
foster youth age 21-24. 
 

Lack of support system: Unlike the general 
population of young adults, foster youth may not 
have the emotional or economic support of an 
extended family that many young adults are 
currently relying on. Youth require assistance with 
securing and maintaining housing. However, social 

workers and probation officers are not trained on 
how to address homelessness or local housing 
resources. Furthermore, 72% of counties have no 
housing navigation services available to foster youth 
as they prepare to transition out of care. 

 

Housing programs cannot meet the demand: The 
July 2020 survey also found that statewide, a total 
of 539 youths were on a waiting list for the state’s 
THP-Plus program which provides up to 24 months 
of affordable housing and comprehensive 
supportive services to former foster and probation 
youth age 18-24. Demand is greatest in the State’s 
high-cost counties, where there is insufficient 
supply of this effective program which serves over 
1,200 youth on any given night, along with over 300 
of their children.  
 

THIS BILL 

AB 413 would address homelessness among current 

and former foster youth by establishing:   

• Training for child welfare workers and 

probation officers on housing and the 

homelessness response system;  

• Permanent funding for the Housing Navigators 

Program serving youth age 18-21 which 

prioritizes foster youth;  

• Permanent funding for the Transitional Housing 

Program serving youth age 18-24 which 

prioritizes former foster and probation youth; 

and  

• A housing supplement for the THP-Plus program 

in counties with the highest rental costs.  
 

SUPPORT 

John Burton Advocates for Youth (Sponsor) 
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Lillian Tu 
Lillian.Tu@asm.ca.gov  
(916) 319-2019  


