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CJN palaver

Out of necessity: At Mile 12 
Market, Lagos, young men do 
brisk business renting boots to 
shoppers to enable them wade 
through the market’s swampy 
ground. Ironically, this is easily 
the biggest foodstuff market in 
Nigeria.
     Pic by Olawale Amoo.
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The Customs’ arms seizure 

W
h e n  W i l l i a m 
S h a k e s p e a r e 
l o o ke d  at  t h e 
horrible, inexpli-
cable, incompre-

hensible and disastrous events that 
were happening in the English 
society of his time, his conclusion 
as recorded in his classical play, Ju-
lius Caesar, was that “either there is 
civil strife in heaven or the earth, 
too saucy with the gods, incenses 
insurrection”.

In Nigeria of today, nothing could 
be truer than this. The eyes have 
seen and the ears have heard un-
imaginable things that should not, 
ordinarily, happen in a sane society. 
Again, this is a country where a 
group of bandits could go and cart 
away school children from their 
residence and for more than two 

as steel doors and other merchandise 
goods but after physical examina-
tion, it was found to contain 49 boxes 
with 661 pump action rifles. Accord-
ing to him, the arms were concealed 
in a 40 feet container with the num-
ber PONU/825914/3 cleared to have 
been carrying steel doors and goods. 
The truck was intercepted on patrol 
along Mile 2 in Lagos.

“The roving team of the NCS 
Federal Operations Unit, while on 
information patrol, intercepted 
a Mack Truck with registration 
number BDG 265XG conveying a 
1/40 container with number PONU 
/825914/3. In the declaration of the 
items in the container, the importer 
concealed these weapons and de-
clared them as steel doors,” Ali said.

Continuing, he said: “The truck was 
immediately taken to the premises of 
the FOU where physical examination 
revealed 49 boxes containing a total 
number of 661 pieces of pump action 

For items such as rifles which 
“fall under absolute prohibition” to 
have been successfully cleared from 
the port means other non-lethal 
items which also fall under abso-
lute prohibition have been arriving 
and leaving the ports without let 
or hindrance and whatever doubts 
Nigerians had about plastic rice has 
now been cleared by this seizure, it 
has been proven that this is a coun-
try where anything is possible.

It is good news that arrests have 
been made including Oscan Okafor, 
an importer; Mahmud Haruna, a 
clearing agent, and Sadique Mus-
tapha who was accompanying the 
consignment to its destination. But 
that is not enough and, of course, 
does not make any meaning to many 
Nigerians.

But apart from expanding its net 
to include shipping line that brought 
in the consignment and the agency 
that handled the clearing of the 
‘goods’, Nigerians must be told what 
happens to them at the end which 
must be stringent and punitive 
enough to serve as deterrent to other 
people with such intensions.

At a time like this when the 
country is on the brinks waiting to 
implode, the importation of lethal 
weapons as deadly as pump ac-
tion riffles for business, militancy, 
agitation for self-determination or 
ethno-religious cleansing should 
be discouraged by every means 
possible and anybody involved or 
associated with such illegal trade 
should face the full wrath of the law.

As a country, Nigeria has been 
lackadaisical in dealing with serious 
issues that even threaten its unity 
and corporate existence and this 
calls to mind how the past admin-
istration under former President 
Olusegun Obasanjo who did not see 
anything in the January 27, 2001 
Ikeja bomb blast until much later 
when it dawned him that he had 
lost thousands of his countrymen to 
avoidable death.

The same attitude was exhib-
ited by former President Goodluck 
Jonathan who lived in denial and 
self-delusion over the kidnap of 
over 200 Chibok school girls many 
of whom, till today, have not been 
reunited with their parents and 
siblings two years after the mindless 
and wicked act.

In the past, issues as grave as the 
intercepted riffles had been handled 
with levity, but this time around, 
government has to be brutal and 
decisive in dealing with this par-
ticular case, more so as insecurity 
is a major problem of the country at 
the moment.

Whether this is somebody’s way 
of preparing for the 2019 general 
election or freeing his people from a 
country where it is glaring that they 
are not wanted, or giving more teeth 
and fervour to religious extremism 
is out of the question. What matters 
and of grave concern is that a hei-
nous crime has been committed and 
should be treated as such. Somebody 
has to a price for this or worse days 
endure.    

CHUKA UROKO
investigated and prosecuted for al-
lowing such consignment exit the 
port.

Very interesting story the comp-
troller general has told and, in his as-
sessment, a very big feat his service 
has achieved. But it is all balderdash. 
That unfortunate incident simply 
underpins the porosity of the coun-
try’s port system because it beats 
the imagination that a common 
criminal with his vicious intentions 
could beat all the security checks at 
the ports and was only intercepted 
several kilometers away from the 
port premises. 

Ali said the seizure underscored 
the determination of the Service 
to enforce all laws relating to im-
portation and exportation of goods 
into and out of the country thereby 
contributing to the economy and 
security of the country.  No state-
ment could be more flawed than 
this because it was officers of the 

years now, their where-about is not 
known. In this part of the world, nor-
mal human beings arm themselves, 
go to churches which are  considered 
God’s holy places, and kill people 
who have gathered to worship and 
pray.

Perhaps, Nigerians have seen or 
heard of worse things but the seizure 
recently by the Nigerian Customs 
Service of 49 boxes loaded with 
661 pieces of pump action rifles im-
ported by a ‘patriotic’ Nigerian into 
the country from China was just as 
mind-blowing and head-whirling as 
it could be.

Comptroller General of Customs, 
Hameed Ali, who gave this hint, said 
the weapons were falsely declared 

rifles concealed with steel doors and 
other merchandise goods.”

He explained that not only do the 
rifles fall under absolute prohibition, 
its importation is even more unac-
ceptable considering the present 
state of insecurity in the country 
and disclosed that three suspects, 
Oscan Okafor 51; Mahmud Hassan, 
56 and Sadique Mustapha 28 have 
been arrested in connection with 
the ‘contraband’ while investigation 
has commenced to fish out those 
involved in the importation of the 
consignment.

Ali also disclosed that the officers 
involved in the clearance of the con-
tainer who, he said, are currently 
in detention at the FOU would be 

same services that may have aided 
the clearing of the ‘goods’ from the 
ports. These same officers, Ali told 
the world, were now being detained 
at the FOU.

The Comptroller’s appeal for pub-
lic assistance with information that 
could help the NCS perform its statu-
tory responsibilities is as lame as it is 
self-defeating because it is extreme-
ly difficult, if not impossible, to save 
one from oneself or an institution 
like NCS from itself. It was Customs 
officers that cleared the ‘goods’ from 
the ports, and just the same customs 
officers that intercepted the same 
‘goods’. Habba! Ali should be told that 
Nigerians have grown beyond this 
shenanigan.



L-R: Prince Yomi Laurence, supervisor for education and agric, Itire and Ikate LCDA; Razak 
Balogun, executive secretary/ CEO, Lagos State Security Trust Fund (LSSTF), and Yusuf Temitope, 
sole administrator, Coker Aguda LCDA, during a screening exercise at the ongoing recruitment of 
Neighbourhood   Watch at Coker Aguda LCDA in Lagos.

L-R: Moroof Arowolo, state chairman, Motor Mechanics and Technicians Association of Nigeria 
(MOMTAN); Olaposi Williams, acting CEO, OVH Energy Marketing; Jacobs Fayemi, state chairman, 
Nigeria Automobile Technicians Association (NATA), and Lillian Ikokwu, head, lubricants, OVH Energy 
Marketing, during the graduation ceremony of Oleum Academy Batch 3 Graduating Class, at OVH 
Energy yard, Apapa Lagos.
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L-R: Kolawole Lawal; Ogun State Commissioner for Forestry, Robert Leaper; Consultant to 
Bisrod Furniture Nigeria Limited, Giwa Bisi Rodipe; Chairman, Bisrod Furniture Nigeria Limited 
and the Evergreen Planter, Bimbo Ashiru; Ogun State Commissioner for Commerce and Industry, 
and Rosemary Osikoya, the Kogi State Commissioner for Forestry and Environment, during the 
commissioning of Bisrod Mechanical Kiln Seasoning Plant, held recently at the Ijebu-Ode, Ogun 
State headquarters of the company

L-R: Austin Iluore, executive director, WAUTAS; Rod Lu, vice-general manager, Global Medical Market-
ing, AUCMA; Prince Niyi Akenzua, chairman/CEO WAUTAS, and other partners, at the collaboration 
and partnership agreement between AUCMA and WAUTAS Limited in Lagos recently for distribution 
of innovative refrigeration products in Nigeria.

Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi, governor, Enugu State (l) welcomes Abdullahi Gumel, chairman, 
senate committee on state and local government administration, during a courtesy visit by members 
of the Committee to Government House in Enugu. NAN

L-R: Hussaini Solomon, managing director, Biodiesel Nigeria Limited; Grace Ogolo, managing director, 
Cleantech Nigeria limited, and Victor Shidok, acting executive secretary, Petroleum Products Pric-
ing Regulatory Agencyn (PPPRA), during a news conference on Biofuel Development Sensitization 
Workshop in Abuja. NAN

Mahmoud Isa-Dutse, representing Minister of Finance, discussing with Winifred Oyo-Ita, head 
of civil service of the Federation, at the Fish Housing Finance Workshop 2017 in Abuja. NAN 

L-R; Samuel  Ankeli, senior  special  assistant  to the  president  on  disability  matters; Mary  Onyali,  
executive director, technical  Nigeria  Sports  Development  Fund and  Mike Omotosho, chairman, 
governning  board of the Nigeria Para Sports Development  Fund, during the Inauguration of the Ni-
geria Para Sports Development Fund in Abuja. Pic by Tunde Adeniyi
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Uncertainty over Onnoghen’s fate as Buhari returns

B
y Friday, February 10, 2017, 
Walter Onnoghen, who 
was appointed as acting 
Chief Justice of Nigeria 
(CJN) in November, would 

have exhausted the constitutional 
three months in that capacity.

What would happen thereafter has 
been an issue of serious concern that 
has elicited some kind of adrenaline 
surge in many citizens who have 
questioned President Muhammadu 
Buhari’s decision, ab initio, to appoint 
him in acting capacity.

Some critics alleged that the Presi-
dency may not have been transparent 
and also may have been nursing some 
plans that may see Onnoghen being 
shoved aside or denied the position 
eventually. This, critics say, is the crux 
of the matter.

The insinuations and anxiety were 
given impetus by the refusal of Presi-
dent Buhari to forward Onnoghen’s 
name to the Senate for confirmation 
in accordance with the constitution 
of the country.

With the dust the issue has raised 
in the last few days, the fate of the act-
ing CJN is expected to be effectively 
determined as President Buhari, who 
has been on a two-week holiday in the 
United Kingdom, returns tomorrow.

In the thick of the agitation last 
week, Onnoghen had pleaded with 
Nigerians to sheathe their swords and 
allow the President a free hand to per-
form his constitutional duties as they 
affect his appointment in substantive 
capacity.

The fire was stoked by Onnoghen’s 
kinsmen in Cross River State who 
frowned at the development, threat-
ening that they would resist any at-
tempt not to confirm the acting CJN.

The genesis
The 66-year old Onnoghen was 

sworn in as Nigeria’s acting CJN by the 
President on November 10, 2016, after 
his name was forwarded to the Presi-
dent by the Federal Judicial Service 
Commission (FJSC) under Mahmud 
Mohammed, the immediate past oc-
cupier of the seat. By constitutional de-
mand, President Buhari is expected to 
decide Onnoghen’s fate by sending his 
name to the Senate for confirmation.   

 Dousing the tension
Femi Adesina, special adviser to 

the President on Media and Publicity, 
speaking with BDSUNDAY over the 
telephone, when asked about his boss’ 
plan for Justice Onnoghen’s judicial 
future, said that Nigerians must wait 
till the last minute to know where the 
presidential pendulum will swing.      

“You said Nigerians are asking 
about the fate of Justice Onnoghen. 
Who are the Nigerians asking? What 
research have you done to arrive at 
the conclusion that Nigerians are 
asking? Everybody should wait until 
February 10 to know what will hap-
pen,” he said.

 Constitution on CJN appointment
 Section 231 (1) of the Constitution 

of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 
states: the appointment of a person to 
the office of Chief Justice of Nigeria 
shall be made by the President on the 
recommendation of the National Ju-
dicial Council subject to confirmation 
of such appointment by the Senate.

Subsection 4 provides that: “If the 
office of Chief Justice of Nigeria is 
vacant or if the person holding the 
office is for any reason unable to per-
form the functions of the office, then 
until a person has been appointed to 

and has assumed the functions of that 
office, or until the person holding has 
resumed those functions, the President 
shall appoint the most senior Justice of 
the Supreme Court to perform those 
functions.

Subsection 5 however states that: 
“Except on the recommendation of 
the National Judicial Council, an ap-
pointment pursuant to the provisions 
of subsection (4) of this section shall 
cease to have effect after the expiration 
of three months from the date of such 
appointment, and the President shall 
not re-appointment a person whose 
appointment has lapsed.”

 Legal technicalities
Mike Ozekhome, Senior Advocate 

of Nigeria (SAN), constitutional lawyer 
and human rights activist, said rather 
than quietly forward Onnoghen’s 
name to the Senate as has been the 
tradition, President Buhari curiously 
‘dilly dallied’ for one full month; boxed 
into an uncomfortable corner with the 
expiration of Justice Mahmud’s tenure 
by ‘effluxion’ of time on November 11, 
2016, the NJC was forced to fall back on 
section 231 (4), by sending Onnogen’s 
name to PMB on November 11, 2016, 
to swear him in, in an acting capacity.

“It is curious, is it not, that PMB 
would swear in Onnoghen (a South-
erner), in an acting capacity, on No-
vember 11, 2016, when he had ample 
time, for over one month, to forward 
his name to the Senate for confirmation 
as substantive CJN? If Onnoghen was 
found worthy to be sworn in as acting 
CJN under section 231 (4), why not 
simply forward his name to the Sen-
ate for outright confirmation as CJN 
under section 231 (2)? The scenario is 
troubling”, laments Ozekhome, in an 
interview with BDSUNDAY.

He explained that while Section 
211 of the defunct 1979 Constitution 
leaves appointment of the CJN “in the 
discretion of the President”, subject to 
confirmation of the Senate by simple 
majority, section 231 (2) of the 1999 
Constitution corrected the former by 
clearly making the President a mere 
stop-gap purveyor of NJC’s recom-
mendation to the Senate; noting that it 
is after the Senate’s confirmation that 
the President’s power of “appointment” 
resumes.

“The President thus lacks absolute 

power to determine who becomes 
CJN, or to side-track or circumscribe 
NJC’s “recommendation”, or Senate’s 
subsequent “confirmation”. This is be-
cause the three arms of government 
are critically involved in this tripodal 
interface – the Judiciary (section 6), 
makes “recommendation”; the Sen-
ate (Legislature, section 4), subjects 
the “recommended” person to “con-
firmation”; the President (Executive, 
section 5), makes the “appointment”. 
But, the NJC has an upper hand, for no 
appointment can ever be confirmed 
by Senate, or made by the President 
without NJC’s prior recommenda-
tion”, he says.

 Buhari should do the right thing
Kayode Ajulo, civil rights activist, 

principal partner, Kayode Ajulo & Co. 
Castle of Law, said President Buhari 
needs to do the needful, since the 
Judiciary under the immediate past 
CJN did its own part by sending the 
name of the most qualified Judge to 
occupy the position.

“This is a constitutional provision. 
Buhari’s position as the President is 
also constitutional provision and what 
is expected of him is to obey the law 
of the land. The NJC has done their 
own part, because when you look at 
it very well, this appointment is one of 
the appointments where all the three 
arms of government will participate: 
the NJC representing the Judiciary 
nominates; the President representing 
the Executive send the name of the 
nominee to the Senate representing 
the Legislature for confirmation. Bu-
hari cannot nominate CJN for himself. 
As it is now, everything on the matter 
is on the President to do the needful 
by following through the procedure”, 
he told BDSUNDAY.  

He however, explained that when 
it comes to the issue of acting, it is more 
adjudication than constitutional, since 
the office in question is the highest 
office in the judiciary.

“I will not like us to colourate the 
matter with political innuendos and 
all of that. What we need to do is to tell 
the people advising the President to 
tell him to do the needful. I know the 
President is not a lawyer, but I know 
he has his lawyers surrounding him. 
They should advise the President to 
follow through with the process,” he 

said.
Monday Ubani, a former chairman 

of the Nigerian Bar Association (NBA), 
Ikeja branch, who is also one of the 
body’s vice presidents, said that Yemi 
Osinbajo, acting president, may send 
the name to the Senate before Febru-
ary 10.

He said: “You know VP Yemi Osin-
bajo recently met with the leadership 
of both houses of the National Assem-
bly. This is still possible. I believe the 
Acting President is in constant touch 
with the President. If the three months 
in acting capacity expires, the CJN can 
continue with another three months, 
if he requests that from the President. 
The President can also fire the acting 
CJN, if he chooses to. When that day 
has come to pass and the President still 
did not send the nomination to Senate 
I will know what to say”.

 Buhari’s slow approach respon-
sible for conspiracy theory

Jiti Ogunye, veteran human rights 
activist, said quite unfortunately, 
the way the debates have been con-
structed in the public is on the familiar 
bases of north/south dichotomy, to 
politics, regional and zonal consider-
ation, when on the contrary, President 
Buhari’s administration has been 
characterized by similar delays, which 
Nigerians should take him on.  

“There is a provision for acting Chief 
Justice of Nigeria; so, let’s get that clear. 
What the President has done up till 
now is not illegal and unconstitutional. 
Before now, when Justice Ayo Salami 
was President of the Court of Appeal in 
this country, who was number three 
in the high ranking of the Judiciary 
at the time, was been abused around 
and harassed by the former president; 
there was an acting president for over 
a year, that didn’t generate all these 
debates about propriety of having an 
acting President of a Court of Appeal. 
We should stop this idea that Justice 
Onnoghen is being delayed because he 
is from the south”, he opined.     

Expressing optimism that the acting 
CJN will eventually be confirmed, he 
reminded Nigerians that Justice On-
noghne would then not be the Chief 
Justice of Southern or northern Nige-
ria, but of the whole country, saying 
that Nigerians should rather take on 
the President’s unwanted delay in 
doing the needful.

“Here is an administration, that 
didn’t send the name of Ibrahim Magu 
to the Senate for confirmation, until he 
spent six months as acting chairman; 
and it was even the Vice President 
who is in Acting capacity as President 
that forwarded Magu’s name to the 
Senate. As it is now, many boards and 
parastatals are yet to be constituted. 
The other day: it was after one year of 
this administration that ambassadorial 
list was being sent to the Senate for 
confirmation. These are issues we can 
take the administration on; and we can 
see this Justice Onnoghen’s confirma-
tion as part of that.

“Trump constituted his cabinet be-
fore he was sworn in; but it took our 
President over five months after he 
was sworn in before he constituted his 
cabinet. I have an issue with this slow, 
slow approach; this is the matter we 
should talk about. Why do you need 
to delay until three months after to 
do what you can do today? Why do 
you delay so much in a mandate of 
four years? At the end of your tenure, 
Nigerians will certainly ask you what 
you have achieved in office. I don’t 
understand why the President is tak-
ing key decisions when the economy 
is suffering,” he said.

   

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE
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Okowa moves to streamline 
land administration in Delta

I
n the his quest to 
streamline land ad-
ministration in Del-
ta, the state Gover-
nor Ifeanyi Okowa 

has inaugurated a com-
mittee on the collection 
of ground rent with a 
view to streamlining 
land administration.

According to Gov-
ernor Okowa, “It has 
become necessary for 
the government to con-
stitute a committee that 
will ensure timely reso-
lution of all issues per-
taining to ground rent 
administration in Delta 
State in our quest to 
streamline land admin-
istration for efficiency, 
proper documentation 
and value addition.”

The governor, while 
inaugurating the com-
mittee which has the 
Commissioner for Fi-
nance, David Edevbie 
as chairman, stated that 
“it is important that we 

realise that payment of 
ground rent is manda-
tory, without which per-
fection of a land docu-
ment is not complete.”

“To consolidate the 
gains of the Electronic 
Land Management Sys-
tem, we have deemed it 
fit to constitute a com-
mittee to look into the is-
sue with a view to ensur-
ing that all land owners 
fulfill their obligations to 
the state government by 
paying ground rent,” the 
governor said

Lukumon Adeoti, chairman (3rd left); Aderonke Lawal-Are, chairperson, planning committee of the Week (1st left) and other members of the committee 
at the briefing.

“The committee has 
the mandate to make the 
process as seamless and 
painless as possible and 
for a start, all residential 
land owners are to be as-
sessed for only two years 
as against the six years 
required by law; this is 
to reduce the burden 
on an already burdened 
citizenry grappling with 
the pains of an economy 
in recession,” the gover-
nor added.

Okowa stressed that 
the committee “is to 
advise on policy for-
mulation for ground 
rent management; im-
plement collection of 
ground rent, including 
making claims on be-
half of government and 
investigating counter 
claims by land title hold-
ers; have the author-
ity to investigate and 
where possible, query 
title status of large assets 
occupiers.”

He reiterated that the 
committee’s terms of 
reference also include, 

Here comes the chief 
revenue officer of Rivers

MeRcy enocH, Asaba

Unilag Alumni, Lagos branch, to raise n150m 
scholarship fund at get-together today

T
he University 
of Lagos Alum-
ni Association 
will hold its get-

together today, where 
members and guests of 
the association are ex-
pected to raise about 
N150 million scholar-
ship fund for indigent 
but brilliant students of 
the school.

Lukumon Adeoti, La-
gos State branch chair-
man of the association, 
announced this during 
a briefing to herald a 
week-long activities for 
this year.  The activities, 
he said, would climax to-
day with a general meet-
ing and a get-together of 
all Alumni members res-

ident in Lagos while the 
Governor of Lagos state, 
Akinwunmi Ambode, 
an alumnus of Unilag, 
is expected to grace the 
occasion.

Adeoti, an associ-
ate professor from the 
Department of Geo-
sciences, Unilag, said 
the association would 
commence with 20 stu-
dents first, who would 
get N150,000 per ses-
sion regardless of their 
programmes, and all 
through their stay in 
the university.

Adeoti said the proj-
ect which is in collabo-
ration with the univer-
sity’s authority, would 
see the amount take 

care of tuition, accom-
modation, feeding and 
other expenses while 
pointing out the Asso-
ciation will liaise with  
the Heads of Depart-
ment and the Students’ 
affairs D epartment 
in the selection of the 
students and disburse-
ment of the fund.

He explained that 
the association priori-
tises the academic suc-
cess of indigent stu-
dents to enable them 
concentrate, and com-
plete their studies. He 
acknowledged how 
painful it is to some 
brilliant students end 
up not fulfilling their 
desire to get education 

“collate information on 
every land asset occu-
pier in the state, whether 
titled or untitled; and 
take action on any and 
every other issue inci-
dental to the foregoing 
terms of reference after 
clearing with relevant 
authorities.”

While disclosing that, 
with the launch of Fast-
track, an Electronic Land 
Management System 
that enables the state to 
issue Certificate of Oc-
cupancy within ninety 
days and at a reduced 
cost yielded results with 
the state government is-
suing more than 7, 000 C 
of O and consent under 
the scheme which was 
launched last year, the 
governor asserted, “it is 
important that I make it 
clear that the payment 
of ground rent is as old 
as land law in Nigeria; it 
is the rent paid under the 
terms of a lease by the 
owner of the land.”

Other members of the 
committee which has 

because of financial in-
abilities.

The chairman further 
said that the association 
would extend hand of 
collaborations with in-
dividuals and corporate 
bodies in this drive and 
appealed to individu-
als and corporate bod-
ies to participate in the 
laudable humanitarian 
gesture.

Adeoti said the award 
session would see Am-
bode lead other friends 
of the institution who 
have ‘contributed signifi-
cantly’ to the develop-
ment of the university, 
education and the coun-
try at large, to the award 
night.

G
overnor Nye-
som Wike of 
Rivers  State 
has declared 

himself the Chief Rev-
enue Officer (CRO) of 
his state, saying he has 
since taken charge of 
revenue drive. The gov-
ernment has not how-
ever, amended the rev-
enue law that made the 
board autonomous and 

IgnAtIUs cHUkwU

free from government 
direct interference.  The 
governor however may 
want to move the IGR of 
the state from N10billion 
per month in 2016 to 
N15billion per month 
as indicated in the 2017 
budget.

The governor said 
that his decision to per-
sonally drive revenue 
generation was borne 
out of the fact that his 
administration was de-
termined to sustain the 
mass execution of proj-
ects across the state. He 
spoke in the week dur-
ing a meeting with hotel 
owners in the state at 
the Government House, 
Port Harcourt. 

His words: “I am now 
fully in charge of rev-
enue drive in the state. 
The aim is to make the 
environment conducive 
for businesses to thrive 
“The governor explained 
that under the current 
economic climate, the 
state government can-
not continue to rely on 
the Federation Account, 
hence the need to en-
hance revenue genera-
tion. 

The governor seems 
uncomfortable with 
revenue machinery 
in the state, alleging 
compromise between 
companies and revenue 

officials, even after he 
had swept away those 
appointed by the for-
mer administration 
and installing his own 
men. He pointed out 
that some hotel own-
ers also connived with 
some agents of the State 
Government to commit 
revenue fraud.

Governor Wike said 
local council area in the 
state can only collect 
tenement rate. He said 
that other levies would 

be harmonised and 
paid to the state govern-
ment in a single account. 
“There will be no duplic-
ity of levies. We cannot 
collect levies and the 
local government areas 
also collect the same 
levies,” the governor said. 

As if to move swiftly 
in his new role as CRO 
of the state, Wike sum-
moned all bank man-
agers in Rivers State 
where he read the riot 
act, warning he would 
revoke their certificates 
of occupancy if they 
dared his administra-
tion, just as he threat-
ened to shut down 16 
topmost schools in the 
state whose owners 
failed to turn up for a 
meeting with him.

The governor got 
reports that the banks 
were not cooperating 
in revenue collection 
and promptly directed 
them to work with state 
government officials 
to reconcile all Rivers 
State Government bank 
accounts ostensibly to 
stopping all revenue 
leakages. 

Governor Wike also 
announced that the Riv-
ers State Government 
would introduce a new 
tax policy to ensure the 
improvement of the 
state’s revenue base.

…inaugurates ground rent collection committee

Ifeanyi Okowa
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Revocation of NDDC land in PH

T
he Niger Delta 
Development 
Commission 
(NDDC) says 
it was not be-

hind media attacks on 
the governor of Rivers 
State, Nyesom Wike, 
after the Commission’s 
board paid a visit to the 
chief landlord of the 
state in Government 
House in the Garden 
City where the Commis-
sion requested for the 
return of its land.

The land is near its 
ongoing permanent 
building site which was 
recently revoked by the 
Rivers State Govern-
ment. This is as the Imo 
State Governor, Rochas 
Okorocha, has pledged 
to help the NDDC restore 
its glory.

The managing direc-
tor said through the 
head, corporate affair 
(HCA), Chijioke Amu-
Nnadi, that it was not 
behind statements by 
one barrister that criti-
cised Governor Wike 
arising from the cour-
tesy call to the governor 
by the governing board 

Stories by 
IgnatIuS Chukwu

PMI makes progress towards 
a smoke-free future

W
ith more 
than one 
m i l l i o n 
a d u l t 

smokers converting to 
IQOS, one of four smoke-
free products from Philip 
Morris International 
Inc. (NYSE/Euronext 
Paris: PM) to address 
adult smoker demand 
and varying preferences, 
momentum continues to 
grow behind the com-
pany’s full-scale effort to 
market smoke-free prod-
ucts that can ultimately 
replace cigarettes.

IQOS, a heated to-
bacco product, was 
launched in late 2014 
and is expected to be 
available in key cities in 
over 30 markets in 2017.

On its new website, 
PMI offers a glimpse 
into its vision for the 
future and how its new 
products can have a sig-
nificant impact on adult 
smokers and society.

“Adult smokers are 

looking for product 
choices that offer the 
satisfying taste, ritual, 
and pleasure they get 
from cigarettes, but with 
far lower amounts of 
the harmful compounds 
found in smoke,” said 
Tony Snyder, PMI Vice 
President of Communi-
cations. 

“After more than 10 
years of research and 
development, today we 
have both the science 
and the technology to 
make these products a 
reality for the world’s 1.1 
billion smokers,” he said.

Since 2008, PMI has 
hired over 400 scien-
tists and experts and 
invested over $3 billion 
in research, product de-
velopment and scientific 
substantiation. Results 
of scientific research to 
assess the reduced-risk 
potential of IQOS are 
very promising, and the 
company openly shares 
its scientific method-

ologies and findings for 
independent third-party 
review and verification.

In December 2016, 
PMI submitted a Modi-
fied Risk Tobacco Prod-
uct Application (MRTPA) 
for IQOS to the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administra-
tion’s (FDA) Center for 
Tobacco Products.

“We’re optimistic 
about the future as we 
work to progressively 
transition PMI’s existing 
cigarette business to po-
tentially less harmful al-
ternatives,” said Snyder. 

“There is tremendous 
opportunity to positive-
ly impact public health 
with the availability of 
better choices than con-
tinued smoking, and we 
can’t do it alone. Con-
tributions from public 
health experts, the scien-
tific community and reg-
ulators will greatly ac-
celerate switching from 
cigarettes to smoke-free 
products,” he said.

Cnn honours top-rated 
nigerian chef on glo-
sponsored african voices 

T
he Abia State 
council of Ni-
geria  Lab our 
Congress and 

its counterpart, Trade 
Union Congress, have 
protested and called for 
the removal of Isaac Ad-
ewole as the minister 
of Health for allegedly 
aiding and abetting cor-
ruption.

The two unions said 
they were directed to 
stage the protest at the 
premises of the Inter-
national Conference 
Centre, Ogurube Lay-
out, Umuahia where the 
Minister was attending 
the 59th National Con-
ference on Health.

Obi Igwe, chairman 
of Abia NLC, said An-
gela Uwakwem, chief 
me dical dire ctor of 
Federal Medical Cen-
tre, Owerri, was alleged 
to be have committed 
monumental fraud in 
the hospital and was 
being investigated by 
Economic and Finan-
cial crimes Commission 
(EFCC) and consequent-
ly suspended from office 
pending the conclusion 
of the investigation but 
the Health minister re-
portedly recalled her to 
assume duties in FMC.

He disclosed that as 
the Abia council was 
protesting in Umuahia, 
the national body was 
also carrying out a simi-
lar protest at the Abuja 
office of the minister.

Igwe said that the 
embattled CMD’s case 
was already in the court 
for criminal offence and 
wondered why Adewole 
should recall her back to 
perpetrate more fraud 
and cover up what she 
had done in the past.

“President Buhari is 
seriously fighting cor-
ruption. We in the La-
bour will assist him in 
this fight. The present 
minister of Health is aid-
ing and abetting cor-
ruption. We say that 
Adewole and his cohorts 
should be removed,” said 
the Abia NLC boss.

Andy Ebere Okonk-
wo, chairman of JE-
HOSU, Owerri who was 
there with other mem-
bers of her executive 
said her union would 
not support corruption 
no matter whose ox was 
gored.

“If we want to fight 
c orruption it  must 
start from the Minister. 
Uwakwem is not the 
only doctor we have in 
Nigeria. She must be tak-
en out of FMC, Owerri,” 
she said.

of the Commission. He 
said: “The Delta Devel-
opment Commission 
wishes to completely, 
and without reserva-
tions, dissociate itself, 
as well as its Govern-
ing Board and Manage-
ment, from that unbe-
coming, embarrassing 
and wholly mischie-
vous report.”

The MD said: “The 
Commission does not 
know this individual, 
purporting himself to 
be the ”Chief Press Sec-
retary” to a certain “Se-
nior Special Assistant” to 
the Managing Director/
CEO of the Commission, 
Nsima Ekere. There are 
no such positions known 
to, and recognised by, 
the Commission. The 
Head, Corporate Affairs 
of NDDC remains the 
only officer authorised 
to speak on behalf of the 
Commission.”

The NDDC had earli-
er visited the governor 
and appealed to him to 
reverse the revocation 
of the land which the 
Commission bought to 
provide access to the 
permanent headquar-
ters in Port Harcourt. 
The chairman (Victor 
Ndoma-Egba) called the 

attention of governor 
to the urgent need for 
the parcel of land to 
the Commission’s op-
erations, saying: “We 
are confident your Ex-
cellency will reverse 
his earlier decision, be-
cause Rivers State has 
since inception shown 
tremendous goodwill 
to NDDC.”

The chairman told the 
governor that work was 
in progress at the site of 

the permanent head-
quarters of the Com-
mission, adding that the 
land that was revoked 
by the government for 
public use would pro-
vide an access to the new 
office complex. 

Governor Wike said 
that he was aware of 
the challenges facing 
the Commission at the 
temporary headquar-
ters and promised to 
assist it in addressing the 

challenges. He, however, 
held back on the issue 
of the revoked NDDC 
land, noting that some 
security matters needed 
to be addressed before 
that could be done.

The governor on his 
own raised his request 
for the state govern-
ment to be involved in 
contract awards by the 
NDDC as the land lord 
of the state and offered 
to bankroll the cost of a 
joint project and hope for 
refunds from the Com-
mission later.

The NDDC board 
moved to Imo State 
where the governor, 
Okorocha, expressed 
willingness to support 
the Commission in its 
quest to refocus the in-
terventionist agency to 
the task of fast-tracking 
development in the Ni-
ger Delta region.

Okorocha said that 
NDDC needed the sup-
port and partnership of 
key stakeholders to turn 
things around in the oil-
rich region. He said he 
was optimistic that the 
new team in the Com-
mission would change 
the narrative, adding: 
“This is the time for me 
and my people to smile.”

Ndoma Egba

…over 1m adult smokers convert to IQOS

…Commission says it did not sponsor verbal attack on wike
…wants revoked parcel of land in Ph back

abia nLC, tuC want 
health minister 
sacked for allegedly 
abetting corruption

A 
Nigerian chef, 
Gbubemi Fre-
g e n e ,  a l s o 
called “Chef 

Fregz”, is being celebrat-
ed in this week’s episode 
of CNN African Voices, 
sponsored by Nigeria’s 
foremost telecommu-
nications operator, Glo-
bacom.

According to a press 
release by the sponsor, 
Globacom, the chef is 
one of the three person-
alities being celebrated 
on the show this week-
end, the other two being 
South Africa’s Puppe-
teer, Janni Younge, and 
Ugandan actress,  Flavia 
Tusimme.

Chef Fregz has un-
bridled passion for cook-
ing and believes that to 
create great tasty meals, 
one needs a lot of love 
and passion.

He will share the story 
of how he gained recog-
nition in the very com-
petitive industry in this 
new episode of the TV 

magazine. He will talk 
about how his passion 
for his job, his creativ-
ity and the world-class 
training he received at Le 
Cordon Bleu combined to 
take him to the top of his 
career.

Chef Fregz was born 
in Abeokuta, Ogun State, 
and attended the famous 
Le Cordon Bleu Culinary 
Institute in Paris, France, 
a school that produced 
world’s cuisines’ finest, 
including Gaston Acurio, 
Mario Batali, Simone 
Beck and David Burtka. 
He has established a rep-
utation in the industry 
as a young chef who has 
something new and dif-
ferent to offer. 

Also featuring on 
the show is South Af-
rican puppeteer, Janni 
Younge, a graduate of 
the French National 
School of Puppet The-
atre. Younge has made 
a huge success of using 
movable dolls to enter-
tain her audience.

uDOka agwu, umuahia
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Charcoal in high demand as 
prices of gas, kerosene escalate

M
any of 
Nigeria’s 
u r b a n 
d w e l l -
ers are 

resorting to charcoal as 
an alternative source of 
cooking fuel as prices of 
domestic gas and kero-
sene go out of reach.

According to a sur-
vey carried out by News 
Agency of Nigeria, many 
residents of Abuja are 
seeking other options for 
cooking because they 
can no longer afford ker-
osene and cooking gas.

BDSUNDAY research 
in and around Lagos 
metropolis shows that 
a similar scenario is also 
playing out as many can 
hardly afford to refill 
their gas cylinders at 
the exorbitant amounts 
being called by retailers.

In many areas vis-
ited by our correspon-
dent, it was observed 
that a 12.5kg gas bottle, 

which was refilled for 
between N3,500 and 
N3,700 just  b efore 
Christmas, now costs 
between N4,500 and 
N5,500 to refill, while 
a 5kg b ottle which 
formerly sold for be-
twe en N1,600 and 

N1,800 now goes for 
between N2,200 and 
N2,500.

Similarly, a litre of 
kerosene now sells for 
between N270 and 
N300, from its former 
price of N200 as at No-
vember 2016.

A number of Lagos 
residents who spoke 
with BDSUNDAY say 
they are turning to char-
coal which provides a 
cheaper alternative.

Dora Ukong, a resi-
dent of Ijeshatedo and a 
trader at the popular Ba-

logun market, says she 
has a hot plate that she 
uses as an alternative 
when there is power, 
but she rarely uses it 
because of the epileptic 
power supply.

“I cannot afford to 
refill the gas cylinder 
because I still owe for 
the last one that was 
supplied to me. You see, 
my husband who works 
in Cross River State has 
not been paid for the last 
four months. I had no 
choice than to resort to 
cooking with charcoal,” 
she says.

Ukong is not alone in 
her newfound alterna-
tive as most local res-
taurants favour the use 
of charcoal for cooking.

Madam Sarah, who 
operates a roadside eat-
ery on Point Road, GRA 
Apapa, says she has em-
braced the use of char-
coal because it cooks 
very fast, both for soup 
and other foods, and it is 
clean and does not stain 
pots or pans.

She is concerned, 

however, that even char-
coal is also becoming 
expensive.

“They used to sell it 
in N100 packs, but it has 
increased to N200. On a 
daily basis, we use like 
N500 worth of char-
coal and it is enough for 
everything we need to 
cook. This is all that re-
mains from what we 
bought today,” she says, 
pointing to a few coal 
pieces in a nylon bag.

Blessing Adeniran 
and her husband who 
run a canteen around 
Apapa Wharf have also 
been using charcoal for 
a while now. They have 
a supplier who brings the 
product to them. Before 
now N1,200 worth of 
charcoal would last them 
a whole week, but not 
anymore.

“It seems to burn fast-
er these days and also 
there is visible reduction 
in size. Because of this, 
we now go to the market 
to buy it ourselves. But it 
is still cheaper than gas or 
kerosene,” she says.

MABEL DIMMA

Cross River partners Footprint to 
Africa, UK institutions to attract FDI

T
he Cross River 
State governor, 
Ben Ayade, on 
Monday signed 

an agreement with 
two notable institu-
tions from the United 
Kingdom to establish 
Construction Academy 
in Calabar, a Teachers’ 
Training Institute in 
Obubra, and nursery, 
primary and second-
ary schools in Obudu, 
which will be affiliated 
with UK universities.

The two UK institu-
tions are Schools Com-
pany and Construction 
Academy.

Also, in order to 
further its investment 
drive, the governor 
reached a partnership 
agreement with Foot-
print to Africa to pro-
duce a documentary 
that will showcase to 
the world “The Real 
Cross River” with mas-
sive but untapped op-
portunities.

Footprint to Africa, a 
Nigerian business and 

financial news resource 
and investment bridge 
company, is currently 
filming a documen-
tary on the Nigerian 
economy in partner-
ship with the Nigerian 
Investment Promotion 

Commission (NIPC).
These agreements, 

which are part of efforts 
to develop the economic 
potential of Cross River 
State and attract foreign 
direct investment, were 
reached during the gov-

CHUKS OLUIGBO ernor’s meeting with 
a cross-section of the 
business community in 
London.

The meeting, which 
took place at London’s 
Le Méridien Piccadilly 
Hotel, was also attended 

by Falcon Group led by 
its CEO, Ani Wellington.

Governor Ayade an-
nounced that the ed-
ucational institutions 
would be established 
across the three senato-
rial districts of the state, 
stressing that his admin-
istration attaches sig-
nificant importance to 
the value of education 
for the people of Cross 
River and, indeed, Ni-
geria’s over 40 percent 
youth population. The 
state, with a population 
of 4 million peace-lov-
ing, highly educated and 
elegant people inhabit-
ing an area of 21,000 sq. 
metre, he said, is the ideal 
destination for investors.

Ayade tasked the UK 
partners to build quality 
schools that will further 
help to raise future Afri-
can leaders, fixing Feb-
ruary 20, 2017 as official 
handover date of the 
Construction Academy 
site to the investors.

Elias Achilleos of 
Schools Academy, who 
was delighted at the 
signing of the agree-

ment, expressed satisfac-
tion with the governor’s 
passion for education 
and his achievement 
in the sector so far and 
promised to deliver the 
highest level of excel-
lence in the schools to 
promote the attainment 
of knowledge.

Osita Oparaugo, CEO, 
Footprint to Africa, 
while commending the 
governor for his vision 
and leadership quality in 
conceiving and execut-
ing various landmark 
projects, noted that the 
economic documentary 
would further persuade 
investors to “Think Nige-
ria – Invest Cross River”.

The governor also 
met with South African 
project developing firm 
represented by Daan 
van Rensburg, owner 
and director of WAD 
Holdings, who also rep-
resented Moravia Capi-
tal with a large portfolio 
committed to investing 
in the super highway 
and deep seaport proj-
ects embarked upon by 
the state.

...as Gov Ayade meets investors in UK

Ben Ayade (m), Cross River State governor, flanked by representatives from Schools Company and Construction 
Academy.



L – R: Tunde Onitiri, Moni Ajayi (niece), Mr. & Mrs. Osa Sonny Adun, Adenike Hyde, Seye Onitiri and Folarin Onitiri at 
the Outing Service for the late Prof. Onitiri which took place at The African Church Arch Cathedral Bethel Lagos.  
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News

F
r a n c i s  O g -
b o n n a y a 
Otunta, the 
vice chancel-
lor of Michael 

Okpara University of 
Agriculture has de-
bunked allegations of 
incompetence, financial 
recklessness and cor-
ruption leveled against 
him by one Chinonso 
Obasi said to be NANS 
president.

He described Obasi 
and one Danladi Isaac 
as malicious liars hired 
by alleged criminals 
like them to come and 
disturb the peace of the 
citadel of learning.

The Vice Chancel-
lor’s statement is com-
ing on the heels of a 
newspaper report (not 
BDSUNDAY) dated  De-
cember 23,2016 and 
credited to Obasi who 
claims to be NANS pres-
ident and Danladi Isaac 

calling for his removal 
from office as vice chan-
cellor over alleged cor-
ruption, overzealous-
ness and incompetence 
in the running of the 

Allegations of corruption against 
me are all lies - MOUAU VC

Francis Ogbonnaya Otunta, vice chancellor of Michael Okpara University of 
Agriculture
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UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia

T
he family and 
friends recently 
bade farewell to 
the late pioneer 

director of the Nige-
rian Institute of Social 
and Economic Research 
(NISER), Professor Her-
bert Maurice Adebola 
Onitiri, who passed on 
December 16, 2016.

The professor’s inter-
ment, which took place 
at the Ebony vaults on 
Alagbon Close, Ikoyi La-
gos marked the end of 
the funeral obsequies.

It all began with a 
service of songs in the 
abode of the late pro-
fessor in Surulere, last 
Wednesday, hosted by 
the African Church, 
ArchCathedral Bethel 
Choir, of which the late 
icon was a great bene-
factor.

The day after,  a 
Christian wake and 
evening of tributes 
took place at the Class 
Event Centre, National 
Power Training Insti-
tute of Nigeria premises 
where distinguished Ni-
gerian including Emeka 
Anyaoku, Philip Asiodu 
and the deceased God-
daughter, Funke Aboy-
ade  eulogised the late 
Professor Onitiri.

The rites culminated 
in a funeral service at 
the African Church 

ArchCathedral Bethel, 
along Broad Street, La-
gos.

Though a very sol-
emn assembly, the di-
vine enclosure was filled 
to the brim, spilling into 
the streets as the provost 
of the church mounted 
the pulpit to give his 
sermon tagged, “Liv-
ing the life of eternity 
with God” in which he 
eulogised the virtues 
of the departed guru as 
someone who lived an 
exemplary Christian life 
in love and humility, in 
spite of his grand status 
in the society.

He admonished the 
congregation of the need 
to have the seed of eter-
nity and the life of God 
in them in order to see 
things the godly way 
and live fruitful and 
blessed lives.

Son-in-law to the late 
scholar and President 
of DBN,  Osa Sonny 
Adun, who was one of 
the chief coordinators 
of the event, said his 
father-in-law was an 
embodiment of humility 
and kindness, dedicated 
to everything he em-
barked on, adding that, 
he  would be greatly 
missed.    

Indeed, it was a befit-
ting farewell to a great 
man.

Family, friends bid Onitiri farewell   

university.
Otunta alleged that 

the said Obasi was 
caught in 2006 while in-
dulging in examination 

malpractice when he 
(Otunta) was the rector 
of Akanu Ibiam Federal 
Polytechnic, Unwana, 
Ebonyi State and he 
consequently expelled 
Obasi from the school, 
hence he did not gradu-
ate from Akanu Ibiam.

He said Obasi and 
Isaac’s concocted sto-
ries against him should 
be disregarded by right 
thinking people of so-
ciety.

“People like Chinon-
so Obasi and Danladi 
Isaac should be fished 
out to face the wrath of 
the society. APC admin-
istration of President 
Buhari is fighting cor-
ruption to restore the 
past glory of the coun-
try,” said the VC.

He urged interested 
members of the public 
to investigate the ac-
tivities of the university 
in the past five years 
and compare them with 
what had been done 

A
gain, youths 
in Oyigbo lo-
cal council area 
of Rivers State 

have been accused of fre-
quently throwing Port 
Harcourt into darkness 
with frequent shutdown 
through protests.

The Port Harcourt 
Electricity Distribution 
Company (PHED) said 
Port Harcourt Metropolis 
was on Monday, January 
30, 2017, thrown into 
unwarranted darkness 
by fierce looking youths 
from Oyigbo when a 
Federal Government fa-
cility under Transmis-
sion Company of Nigeria, 
TCN, located inside Afam 
was forcefully shut and 
barricaded by them.

Not only that the 
station was shut down 
by them, according to 
PHED, the technical men 
on duty were allegedly 
chased away leading to 
their inability to transmit 
power to Port Harcourt 
Electricity Distribution 
Company for onward 
distribution to its cus-
tomers.

On check, PHED gath-
ered that one of the high-
ly politically exposed 
persons who resides 
within the area was re-
sponsible for the youth’s 
action on the ground that 
his feeder was placed on 
load shedding.

“The parochial action 
of the youth is becom-
ing habitual and very 
embarrassing. Recall that 
late last year on two oc-
casions, the same youth 
from Oyigbo blocked the 
source of supply to Port 
Harcourt Metropolis,” the 
public Relations Officer 
(PRO) of PHED stated.

He said the action 
of the youth if unabat-
ed would continue to 
plunge Port Harcourt 
City into unnecessary 
darkness.

The PHED said it con-
demns in its entirety tak-
ing laws into one’s hand. 
They drew the attention 
of the law enforcement 
agencies in particular 
and the Rivers State 
Government to come to 
the aid of PHED and the 
good people of the state 
to intervene and put a 
final stop to this frequent 
disruption of power dis-
tribution to customers.

In a radio reaction, 
the caretaker chairman 
of the local council said 
the people agitated for 
free power supply as 
host community, but the 
House of Reps commit-
tee on power had visited 
Rivers State and urged 
the people of the region 
to pay for electricity sup-
ply and not demand for it 
as free.

 

Oyigbo youths 
throw Port Harcourt 
into darkness, 
demand free light

from March last year 
when he assumed of-
fice till date to check 
who was correcting 
the wrongdoings in 
MOUAU.

He noted that corrup-
tion had been in the Uni-
versity before he came 
to right the wrongs and 
people like Chinonso did 
not check it.

“I am trying to repair 
the damage done in the 
institution because all 
I met on ground were 
lies. I started by follow-
ing the rules and regula-
tions by setting up five 
committees to look into 
what led to the setback 
of the university,” said 
Otunta.

Otunta said that in 
order to maintain a 
peaceful co-existence 
between the host com-
munity and the univer-
sity, his administration 
had established a com-
mittee known as ‘Town 
and Gown’ to take care 

First Lady of Kwara State and Founder, Leah Foundation, Her Excellency, Deaconess Omolewa Ahmed flanked by 
President & CEO DBN, Mr. & Mrs. Osa Sonny Adun at the Christian Wake and Evening of Tributes for the late H.M.A. 
Onitiri, a professor, which took place at Class Events Centre, National Power Training Institute of Nigeria premises, 
Adelabu Surulere, Lagos Shell Hall.
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Navy recovers Rivers fishing 
trawler off coast of Ondo

T
he Nigerian 
Navy said it 
has found and 
recovered a 
commercial 

fishing trawler belong-
ing to Rivers State, dis-
closed James Oluwole, 
a naval Rear Admiral, 
the Flag Officer Com-
manding the Eastern 
Naval Command, in Port 
Harcourt.

According to Olu-
wole, when he paid a 
courtesy visit to Gov-
ernor Nyesom Wike 
at Government House, 
Port Harcourt, “the 
Navy has tracked down 
the Fishing Trawler of 
the Rivers State” off the 
coast of Ondo State.

He pointed out that 
the fishing trawler 
“would soon be handed 
over to the state govern-
ment.” 

On his part, Gover-
nor Wike has lauded 
the Naval high com-
mand for  tracking 
down the Rivers Com-
mercial Fishing Trawl-

er, which he said would 
boost the revenue base 
of the state. 

It was not known 
when the fishing trawl-
er went missing from 
Rivers State waters, and 
the circumstances un-
der which it was ‘stolen’ 
or taken away by yet-
unidentified culprit or 
culprits.

Analysts say that 

perhaps, the Navy may 
be returning the good 
earlier done to them by 
Rivers State, which has 
helped build 120 hous-
ing units at NNS Path-
finder, Rumuolumeni, 
near Port Harcourt; as 
well as the donation 
of 10 state-of-the-art 
gunboats to the Navy, 
perhaps the largest do-
nation by any state gov-

ernment.
Oluwole also noted 

that the Nigerian Navy 
would judiciously use 
the gunboats when de-
livered by the Rivers 
State Government. 

 
The FOC Eastern Na-

val Command lauded 
Governor Wike for 
the 120 housing units 
completed recently by 

his administration for 
the NNS Pathfinder; 
which he said would 
help solve the accom-
modation challenges 
of the naval personnel 
at the facility. 

Meanwhile, Gover-
nor Wike has lauded 
the Nigerian Navy for 
being apolitical, saying 
that the security agency 
acts professionally at 

all times.  The governor 
spoke when he received 
the FOC Eastern Na-
val Command, Oluwole 
and the Commander of 
the Nigerian Navy Ship 
(NNS) Pathfinder, I.N 
Kayode, a Commodore; 
saying that unlike other 
security agencies, the 
Nigerian Navy have 
concentrated on the 
promotion of security, 
rather than promotion 
of political interests. 

“The Nigerian Navy 
has lived above board. 
They have refused to 
be dragged into politics.  
We have had rerun elec-
tions in the state, but I 
have had no reason to 
complain about the con-
duct of naval personnel,” 
said Wike.

The governor said 
that the gunboats being 
purchased for the Nige-
rian Navy by the Riv-
ers State Government 
will be released to the 
security agency; while 
charging the Navy to 
ensure that the gunboats 
when delivered, should 
be used strictly for the 
protection of Rivers wa-
ters.

BEN EGUZOZIE

Kano immunises 3.2m children in 
renewed polio eradication campaign

A
bout 3.2 chil-
dren from five 
years and be-
low were im-

munized in the recently 
concluded immuniza-
tion campaign mounted 
by the Kano State gov-
ernment in collabora-
tion with international 
and local stakeholders, 
including Rotary Club, 
Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation, and Dan-
gote Foundation.

The renewed cam-
paign against the dread-
ed and crippling disease 
by the stakeholders was 
necessitated by the dis-
covery of some fresh 
new cases of Wild Polio 
Virus (WPV) in some 
human settlements re-
cently liberated from 
the Boko-Haram ter-
rorist group by Nigerian 
military.

According to World 
Health Organisation 
(WHO), over 20 cases 

of polio are known to 
be in existence in three 
highly populated coun-
tries – Nigeria, Afghani-
stan, and Pakistan – and 
the four of the 20 cases 
occurred in Northern 
Nigerian state of Kano.

A state-wide cam-
paign encoded as Im-
munization Plus Days 
(IPDs) was carried in 
Sunday to Wednesday 
in 20 local government 
areas of the state as 
part of the initiative to 
totally stamp out the 
disease.

The mop-up exercise 
took place in Ajingi, Ba-
beji, Bichi, Dambatta, 
Makoda, Dawakin-Ku-
du, Garki, Rogo, Kum-
botso, Gaya, Kibiya, 
Kiru, Kura, Minijibir, 
Rano, Sumaila, Takai, 
Wudil, Tudun-Wada, 
and Ungogo LGAs.  

As usual, the state 
governor, Umar Abdul-
lahi Ganduje, and his 
deputy, Abubakar Hafiz, 
led the campaign across 
the identified LGAs 

where it was assumed 
that some missed chil-
dren could be found.

The Sarkin Kano, Mu-
hammadu Sanusi II’s 
team for the programme 
was led by the Sarkin 
Yakin Kano, Wada Ali-
yu, who cautioned men 
against preventing their 
wives from participating 
in the programme.    

Flagging off the cam-
paign in Kibiya LGA, the 
deputy governor called 

on parents and guard-
ians in the state to give 
maximum attention to 
the health of their chil-
dren by taking active 
part in the immuniza-
tion programme.

Hafiz charged the 
residents of the locali-
ties where the menace of 
polio could still be found 
to sustain the earlier suc-
cesses the state attained 
by spending almost 36 
months without any 

AdEOlA AjAKAIyE
case of the polio virus.

The major success-
es which the last IPDs 
round achieved was the 
ability to conduct the 
programme in Karshi 
settlement which for 
two years had been hav-
ing epileptic polio immu-
nization exercise.

One of the major fac-
tors for the slow-down 
of programme in Karshi 
settlement, a town loca-
tion in Rogo LGA, was 
the dispute in respect 
of the village head title 
which occurred be-
tween two biological 
brothers.

However,  a light 
eventually came at the 
end of the tunnel in the 
last two rounds of the 
IPDs in December 2016 
and January this year 
as the two gladiators 
unanimously agreed to 
sheathe their swords 
and embrace dialogue 
towards reviving polio 
immunization exercise 
in the area.

Speaking with mem-

bers of Journalists for 
Health (JFH) during the 
just concluded Janu-
ary IPDs, the Primary 
Health Care Coordina-
tor at the Rogo LGA, Bi-
lyamynu Gambo Zubai-
ru, confirmed that nor-
malcy had gradually 
returned in the area 
since last year Dec. IPDs 
when 754 representing 
51 percent of the 1,486 
target population were 
immunized at 22 of the 
26 settlements in the 
community.

Zubairu explained 
further that the Janu-
ary IPDs received the 
required boost as the 
health workers were 
able to immunize under 
five children even more 
than 100 percent target-
ed population of 1,486, 
linking the development 
to the active participa-
tion of the two brothers 
from the royal family, 
Ado and Ibrahim who 
involved in the commu-
nity mobilization and 
implementation process.



70m households in darkness as FG dithers 
on renewable energy deployment

W
ith power sup-
ply falling to 
abysmal levels 
of 2,000MW in 
the beginning 

of 2017, Nigeria has every need 
to give renewable energy sector 
emergency room-style attention 
instead of the mere tokenism it 
gets currently.

Vice President Yemi Osinba-
jo, at a January 31 ceremony to 
distribute 20,000 solar-powered 
lighting systems for rural com-
munities in Wuna village, a ru-
ral community in Gwagwalada 
in the suburbs of Abuja, said it 
had become imperative to pro-
vide alternative power sources 
that would be off the national 
grid to power the rural com-
munities in the country, an es-
timated 70 million households.

With a mere 40 percent geo-
graphical coverage and trans-
mission capabilities of about 
6,500MW, Nigeria’s transmis-
sion infrastructure is inad-
equate to wheel all the power 
generated. However, Nigeria’s 
2017 budget spending plan does 
not show there is plan to diver-
sify into more off-grid solutions.

The Federal Government 
plans to procure and implement 
about 19 different solar power-
related projects collectively 
worth N2,898,173,485.

The projects include solar 
street lighting, micro grid solar 
power generation, solar-pow-
ered water boreholes, as well 
as other solar power-related 
infrastructure, which would 
be procured for deployment to 
different parts of the country.

Analysis shows this is not 
deep enough compared to Ni-
geria’s peers.

Ghana’s new president, Nana 
Akufo-Addo, plans to build solar 
parks through investment tax 
credits to owners of commer-
cial, industrial, and utility scale 
solar photovoltaic (PV) systems 
to take a one-time tax credit of 
qualified installed costs.

Apart from promoting adop-
tion of distributed solar for all 
government and public build-
ings worth millions of dollars, 
Ghana is planning to create a 
renewable energy industrial 
zone to enable local supply of 
solar panels to meet the require-
ment of policy proposals, where 
the private sector would be sup-
ported to build factories.

This year, along with oth-
er initiatives, Kenya plans to 
launch a $150 million project to 
bring solar electricity to mar-
kets, schools, shops and homes 
in poor, off-grid areas without 
existing power access with sup-
port from the World Bank.

And these are just recent 
initiatives.

In 2015, King Mohammed 
V1 committed Morocco to in-
creasing its share of renewable 
energy electricity generation 
to 52 percent by 2030, with 

ambitions to install around 10 
gigawatts (GW).

South Africa, where coal 
provides 86 percent of the coun-
try’s energy needs, is taking 
practical actions to ramp up 
renewable energy.

Industry practitioners say 
the Fe deral  Government’s 
spending plan and policy ini-
tiative as it concerns renewable 
energy do not show it is commit-
ted to the sector.

“A big problem is that gov-
ernment does not see it as a 
priority and they are supposed 
to see it as one,” says Anita Nana 
Okuribido, president, Council 
for Renewable Energy, Nigeria 
(CREN).

Renewable energy operators 
decry a lack of enabling envi-
ronment in the sector which has 
hampered investments.

Sector operators have not 
benefitted from any interven-
tion funding as the Central Bank 
has twice allocated to the power 
sector with little results.

Government has not taken 
seriously several appeals from 
stakeholders to grant waivers 
for duties on renewable energy 
products, especially batteries.

Government has also not cre-
ated any policy that will encour-
age renewable energy plants 
to be established in Nigeria 
through tax holidays or grant-
ing pioneer status to investors 
in the sector.

Okuribido told BDSUNDAY 
that fiscal policies, like tax holi-

days for renewable energy com-
panies who are mostly start-ups, 
as well as intense advocacy 
campaign, should complement 
any effort in this direction.

“That is how it is done abroad. 
In Germany, for example, they 
are always having tax holi-
days. Components like batteries 
should be duty-free or reduce 
the rate to allow for increased 
adoption or renewable energy,” 
she said.

Yusuf Sulaiman, CEO of 
Bluecamel, a solar firm based in 
Abuja, said, “Various groups like 
the CBN, Nigerian Customs and 
others sat down with us to talk 
about why we are not enjoying 
any form of consideration and 
blames were traded between 
the Customs and Finance Min-
istry.”

The classification of batteries, 
the most expensive component 
of renewable infrastructure, is 
fixed through the West African 
regional agreements; hence 
they are not considered for duty 
waivers.

“This makes it quite difficult 
for the Customs to change the 
code unless there is some sort 
of policy readjustment from 
top authorities like the CBN 
and Ministry of Finance, and 
perhaps the legislature, because 
we did not see the impact of this 
when we ratified and signed 
this agreement,” Sulaiman said 
at an industry event.

Batteries under the harmon-
ised system (HS) code are dif-
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ISAAC ANYAOGU appointing commissioners for 
NERC stood in the path of the 
policy. He is, however, optimis-
tic that it may scale through in 
this first quarter of 2017.

The fate of the 14 Power 
Purchase Agreements (PPAs) 
– commercial terms for power 
contracts – solar energy devel-
opers signed with government-
owned Nigerian Bulk Electricity 
Trader (NBET) on July 2016 for 
1,200MW hangs in the balance 
as $2.5 billion required to build 
the solar plants is stalling take-
off of the project.

Developers who are obli-
gated to handle upfront costs of 
sizing, procuring and installing 
the solar PV system now have 
to contend with rising foreign 
exchange and inflation which 
have pushed the cost of solar 
infrastructure above initial 
projections.

Since July when the agree-
ment was signed, the naira has 
taken a beating having slumped 
close to N500/$ in January 2017, 
from around $305/$.

Most of the projects slated to 
commence in 2017 do not look 
as if they may actually get on 
track due to dearth of capital 
to execute the projects and the 
possibility of charging cost-
reflective tariff.

Nigeria is also currently miss-
ing out on the massive growth 
being witnessed in the world 
energy storage industry as it is 
projected to reach $250 billion 
by 2040, according to a Bloom-
berg New Energy Finance study 
published in June 2016.

The study finds that batteries 
capable of storing power at util-
ity scale will be as widespread in 
12 years as rooftop solar panels 
are now, revolutionising the 
way consumers use energy.

Already a $100 billion mar-
ket, it is expected that 25 giga-
watts of the devices will be 
deployed by 2028, about the size 
of the small-scale photovoltaic 
industry now.

“Batteries will get a boost as 
costs drop and developers see 
the chance for lucrative new 
revenue streams,” said Julia 
Attwood, storage analyst at 
BNEF.

The study states that the 
trend will pose challenge to the 
traditional utility business mod-
el, where power generation and 
distribution are monopolised in 
a single company or through a 
controlled value chain as it is in 
parts of Africa.

“A main drawback to renew-
able energy penetration is that 
like wind, it is an intermittent 
energy source. Off-grid requires 
costly storage but technology 
should make that much cheap-
er,” Victor Eromosele, chairman 
board of trustees, SolarBrite, 
told BDSUNDAY.

Therefore, millions of Nige-
rians currently off-grid provide 
an untapped market for renew-
able energy if only government 
matches intentions with prag-
matic policy.

ferent from other solar compo-
nents like the PVs and are billed 
at 20 percent, while solar PVs 
and cells are 5 and 0 percent, 
respectively.

Godwin Aigbokhan, renew-
able energy market adviser, Na-
tional Competitiveness Council 
of Nigeria, said the cost of bat-
teries has become prohibitive 
due to foreign exchange dif-
ferentials.

“Batteries that cost about 
N60,000 last year have jumped 
to N160,000 and that’s for small 
batteries; huge ones are just too 
expensive,” Aigbokhan said.

“Customs says a waiver on 
battery will lead car battery 
importers to claim waivers too; 
hence they won’t do it, but it is 
simply a matter of changing the 
classification, a simple matter,” 
he said.

But simple problems have a 
way of defying simple solutions 
in Nigeria. In October 2016, 
Nigeria’s Electricity Regulation 
Commission (NERC) released 
a Draft Mini Grid Regulations 
2016, a new regulation that 
would give investors licences 
to use mini-grids to acceler-
ate electrification across the 
country.

The policy has not been 
ratified, though Chikwerem 
Obi, chief of staff to the chair-
man/CEO of NERC, who is 
tasked with aggregating views 
of stakeholders on the draft 
mini-grids policy, confirmed to 
BDSUNDAY that the delay in 
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T
hose who are eager to find 
Ibim Semenitari, former 
acting managing director 
of the Niger Delta De-
velopment Commission 

(NDDC), would have to look deeper 
into the womb of Woji town in Port 
Harcourt, deeper into Nvuigwe 
Road, and veer off at Crusaders 
Avenue. There, they would find 
brightly projected range of walls 
with inviting colours. A huge gate 
with huge security presence and a 
towering gatehouse would open up 
to swallow the visitor. Inscribed at 
the entrance is Archdeacon Brown 
Education Centre (ABEC).

Inside, a tall edifice beckons the 
visitor and if education is his desire, 
he may search no further. After all, 
when Shell, that world-class oil giant 
with global best standards, wanted 
to experiment a school of best class 
to groom the children of the poor 
alongside those of the rich, ABEC 
was quick on their mind; together 
with two to three others.

Semenitari is now the Director 
of ABEC. Her mother, Christie Toby 
(Ph.D), a highly respected academic, 
educationist, administrator and 
moral engineer of the Anglican 
class, is the founder of the school, 
backed by the one and only Knight 
of the Anglican Church with huge 
command in the Rivers State public 
service and humanitarian adventure 
of Rotary standards, her husband, 
Gabriel Toby of the Opobo kingdom.

Semenitari, who started off as a 
reporter, then editor, later publisher 
and business journalism resource 
fellow of BBC and CNN class, later 
served as commissioner for infor-
mation and communications in the 

After NDDC: Where to 
find Semenitari

Rotimi Chibuike Amaechi admin-
istration. She distinguished herself 
in the political wars of 2012 – 2015 
as arrowhead of the defence of her 
principal and the state from federal 
and other might after successfully 
re-branding Rivers State from the 
ruins of insecurity as a destination 
of choice with change the eye can 
see. Her slogan, ‘Rivers Open for 
Business’ caught on and brought 

back multinational corporations 
and huge investments that shot the 
state’s IGR from mere N2.5billion per 
month when Amaechi came in 2007 
to sometimes N10billion per month 
when he left in 2015. 

She was tapped by President 
Muhammadu Buhari to rebrand 
the NDDC into a loveable institution 
from bad image as a rotten Commis-
sion to a brother’s keeper where bills 

are paid without bribes or knowing 
an insider.

Now, she is holding forte at ABEC 
as Director, still being beckoned by 
her business empire headquartered 
in Lagos to please come over, even as 
some say she is needed at the centre 
for greater exploits.

For now, she is leading her par-
ents’ business in PH starting at 
ABEC. The school’s brochure said 
ABEC was in answer to the quest 
of parents for a school where their 
children would continue after tast-
ing the pudding of excellent vision 
that was provided by Christy Toby 
as an all-round education, world-
class schooling with a foundation 
built on Christ.

Semenitari points the highpoints 
of ABEC as a serene location, beau-
tiful grounds, striking edifices, spa-
cious classrooms, few in a class for 
close attention, need-based teaching 
per student, etc. The result is blister-
ing certificate examination successes 
that are second to none; such as 100 
percent in Maths, English, Chemis-
try, Agric, Geography, Financial ac-
counting, CRK, Home Management, 
etc,  in 2016.

Bishop of the Anglican Diocese of 
Owerri, the Right Reverend, Cyril 
Okorocha, was on hand to high-
light the work Semenitari is doing 
at ABEC, a project from mother to 
daughter. The cleric made it clear 
that it is what one puts into the child 
that he/she will be, saying those still 
not keen on training female children 
were missing out.

Okorocha said: “Every man is 
made by two women; the mother 
and the wife. See what Dr. Chris-
tie Toby has done to her father, 
Archdeacon Brown, by setting up a 
world-class educational institution 
in his honour.”

He harped on the need for people 
to turn to Christ and the need to im-
bibe Christ early as in ABEC, saying 
it is the tonic for societal transforma-
tion. “The Nigerian society is rotten 
and they teach their children to fol-
low suit. They promise what they 
cannot do; to give you airplane but 
no road to the airport.”

The bishop narrated his encoun-
ter with a young man he suspected 
to be a drug courier and how he ad-
monished him when the youth tried 
to bait him with tithe. “I admonished 
him to give his heart and not his 
tithe. Christ needs your heart, not 
your tithe,” he said.

He lambasted on: “They are using 
religion and money to deceive the 
people, church owners now think 
of money and wealth.” Turning to 
the new prefects ready to collect the 
mantle of leadership from the outgo-
ing ones, Okorocha said: “Remember 
the Bible says young men will dream 
dreams and their old men will see vi-
sion. If you do not dream as a youth, 
you will have nightmare in old age”.

That is the kind of environment 
to find Semenitari. This is Ibim’s 
footprint, till the bus moves again.

 Ibim Semenitari, former Information Commissioner in Rivers, former Ag MD of NDDC, now Director of ABEC.
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ABEC students on display
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D
uring his electioneer-
ing campaign there 
were mixe d fe el -
ings about Governor 
Wike’s (then minister) 

ability to deliver democratic divi-
dends to his people, what is the 
mood of the people today? 

The mood of the people now is 
that the man has come to redeem 
the conscience of the Rivers peo-
ple and I think every Riversman 
is rallying around Wike because 
they know that is only him that 
is the last man standing as far as 
emancipation and liberation of 
Riversman in the polity of what 
is happening now in Nigeria. 
Because if not, we would have 
been subjugated, conquered and 
humiliated by now but because of 
Wike we have seen the last man 
standing.

As you can witness by yourself 
projects are being commissioned 
almost every week, Wike has 
endeared himself to the people so 
governor Wike is just living for 
the Riversman. All the abandoned 
projects by the last administration 
of All Progressive Congress (APC) 
have been completed and commis-
sioned and he is commissioning 
projects   two or there times in a 
week.

And what does that commis-
sioning mean? It amounts to work-
ing because if you do not work 
you do not have anything to 
commission. The projects are there 
for everybody to see, they are an 
open book.

 
Has Wike’s governance at-

tracted foreign investors into 
the state? 

The attraction of  foreign 
investors depends on the econ-
omy of the nation itself, we are 
not isolated from what is hap-
pening in Nigeria. You see how 
the powers that be are painting 
Rivers State to be an unstable 
place, to be an insecure place 
when in actual fact, there is 
peace in Rivers State.

What they sell to the outside 
world in the social media and 
news media is what they take. 
However,  internally we are 
doing what we are supposed 
to do, s o I  cannot say ab out 
foreign investors because that 
is determinant on the informa-
tion the Federal Government 
issues out.

Every day, I watch on tele-
vision in Ogun State, they say 
some students were kidnapped, 
is there anything like that in 
Rivers State? But if there are 
such things the world would 
hear and they will make it a 
headline. Kidnap one person 
in Rivers State in the next min-
utes it is on the internet. CNN 
and everywhere, they will say 
Oh! Rivers State is insecure but it 
is happening everyday in other 
places.

There is kidnapping of  soldiers 

Every ‘Riversman’ should support 
Wike, says Elechi

and army officers in Kaduna but 
you will not hear it, there is too 
much kidnapping in Lagos but you 
will not hear it, so it depends on 
what the social media is dishing 
out, may be they have been con-
tracted to dish out negative things 
about Rivers State.

 
In view of this, what is your 

advice to the people of Rivers 
State? 

My advice is that as far as Gov-
ernor Wike is holding God, as far as 
Wike is a Christian and preaching 
Christianity, I advise Rivers People 
which is predominantly 99 per-
cent Christianity that they should 
uphold and hold forth because the 
signs are ominous, we are in for 
extermination. 

They should support Wike so 
that we can hold our state; you do 
not know what is happening.

The situation is so dicey, so 
unclear, and everything we held 
as sacred has been bastardised. 
I advise Rivers People if we are 
not going to be slaves to others, 
we have no option than a support 
Wike.

The salaries of workers have 
been paid up to December. Many 
states have not paid up to Decem-
ber; we see development within 
ourselves, so let us manage what 
we have to get what we are look-
ing for. If the Federal Government 
does not want to support us, well, 

F
resh crises have continued to 
trail the ongoing investigative 
public hearing on the alleged 
irregularities surrounding 

the multi-billion naira Centenary 
City project initiated by the last 
administration.

At the Friday’s sitting, Anyim 
Pius Anyim, former Secretary to 
the Government of the Federation 
(SGF) who publicly accused Herman 
Hembe, chairman, House Committee 
on Federal Capital Territory (FCT), of 
having “deep seated personal interest 
and bias into his matter and so is not 
in a position to guarantee fair hear-
ing to myself and the Centenary City 
PLC and indeed the entire subject 
matter.

“Accordingly, I demand that Mr. 
Chairman (Hembe) should disqualify 
himself from sitting in this commit-
tee. Mr Chairman, you can handover 
to the Vice Chairman and excuse 
us so that the hearing can proceed,” 
Anyim, a former chairman of the 
National Assembly and Senate Presi-
dent demanded.

Anyim, who conceived the Cen-
tenary City project, also accused 
Hembe of having personal motives, 

no problem. I advise Rivers people 
to hold their own; supporting 
Wike is like holding your God 
giving lights.

So if you do not support Wike, 
in the next three years Rivers State 
will be a colony of some people 
and that is why I support Wike.

 
In this period of economic re-

cession, how are you managing to 
keep Vintage Farms afloat? 

We are trying but the fact is 
that every component of the farm 
requires some foreign input to en-
able us move forward especially in 
the fish section.

There are really no fish in the 
market because of the cost of 
fish feeds. It is costly; there is no 
chicken in the market because 
of the high cost of feeds also, so 
everything requires foreign input. 
So we are trying to hold forth by 
coming back to source feeds lo-
cally to feed our farm but it is not 
for commercial purpose. We are 
looking for how to have a mixture 
to feed our poultry.

 
How many fish do you have in 

your pond now? 
We have at least 300,000 table 

fish now excluding the bigger 
ones. At times, we can sell one to 
five tons daily or every two days, 
depending on when we want to 
harvest but there is no fish meal 
to feed them. 

Most farms are closed. We have 

expressed suspicion on Hembe’s 
threat to continue with the hearing, 
in the bid to “pursue personal vendet-
ta”, following his refusal to sack the 
former Director General of Securities 
and Exchange Commission (SEC), 
Aruma Otteh, who accused Hembe 
of “demanding bribe from her.

“Mr. Chairman, we only discov-
ered your game plan for all postpone-
ment when you started sending 
messages to the Managing Director 
to come and see you privately.

“It was after all your efforts to get 
the Managing Director to come and 
see you privately failed that you con-
firmed this date. I want you to know 
that nobody will see you privately 
rather we are ready for the hearing,” 
Anyim said.

President Goodluck Jonathan 
via a letter titled: Re: Centenary cel-
ebration programmes and funding 
strategies,” with Ref. No. PRES/81/
SGF/.2/701, dated 2nd October, 2012 
and signed by Matt Aikhionbare, 
senior special assistant to the Presi-
dent (Admin), conveyed his approval 
for paragraph 8(I, ii & iii) of the SGF 
proposal.

According to the SGF document 
with Ref. No: SGF.32/S.47, President 
Jonathan approved that “the Cen-
tenary projects and activities be 

to ration our fish because a lot of 
people are clamoring for it, so we 

have to make sure that most of our 
customers get the different sizes.

Less than two years he mounted the power stool as the Rivers State Governor, Nyesom Ezebunwa Wike is said to have defended the 
Rivers’ man and performed more than his contemporary first time governors in office in their respective states. To this end, an elite 
traditional ruler and former Permanent Secretary and MD/CEO Vintage Group of Companies, Eze Mike Elechi, who spoke to SABI EL-
EMBA, advised every true Riversman to support Wike. Excerpts:  

wholly driven by the private sector; 
that the Land Swap model of Land 
Use in FCT be adopted for the devel-
opment of the Centenary City and 
that the Centenary celebration plans 
and activities be brought to Council 
for members’ input and advice.”

President Jonathan however 
declined comment on paragraph 7, 
which stated that “the Land Swap ar-
rangement is discussed along terms 
that the fraction due to FCT will be 
invested by the developer to under-
take the above projects (Presidential 
archives and Military Arcade) which 
is estimated at about N12 billion at no 
other cost to Government.”

The Committee further observed 
that two companies with share 
capital of 10,000 shares each jointly 
owned by Boma Ozobia and Paul 
Oki, were the core investors in the 
Centenary City Plc.

Meanwhile, the former FCT 
Minister, Bala Mohammed, also de-
clined to speak on any issue relating 
to the Centenary City project, as he 
aligned with the presentation of the 
incumbent FCT Minister, Muham-
mad Bello.

When pressured to take the 
oath, Mohammed who accused 
the Committee of impinging on his 
privilege, chided the Committee for 

being “childishness” and accusation 
and counter-accusation among the 
Committee members.

Mohammed who maintained 
hard stance not to make any com-
ment on the investigation, told the 
Chairman of the Committee “do your 
worst, take me to court…my privilege 
is impinged due to your show of 
childishness.”

When confronted to justify the 
selection process of the investor, 
Odenigwe Michaels, Managing 
Director of Centenary City Plc, ex-
plained the OSGF invited the inves-
tors during an investment forum, 
adding that “people were invited to 
be part of the entire object. Investors 
brought together to fund the project 
through the land swap.

In his presentation, Olukunle 
Bamgbose, Permanent Secretary 
in the office of Office of the Sec-
retary to the Government of the 
Federation (OSGF) (Political and 
Economic Affairs), disclosed that 
there was no record of the three 
advertorial purportedly placed by 
the former SGF on the Centenary 
City Project.

On her part, Ayo Omidiran (APC-
Osun) flayed the FCT administration 
for failing to adhere strictly on the 
directive of the former President.

...as lawmakers with vested interests publicly trade words

...Anyim, ex-FCT minister asks committee chairman to disqualify himself

KEHINDE AKINTOLA, Abuja
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proved the road show for the 
Diaspora bond, question is, is 
that all?

Don’t you also think he 
could have appointed board 
members for government 
agencies, sent the name of 
the chief Justice of nigeria 
or a new nominee for con-
firmation, sack the Secretary 
to the government of the 
Federation, re-arrange some 
economic policies and take 
some other bold decisions 
that will set us right?

before you shout me 
down, i am only thinking 
aloud and i am telling myself 
a lot would have changed for 
good before the President’s 
return right? Unfortunately, 
it doesn’t work like that and 
yes i know that it only goes 
that way in a dream world.

Meanwhile, did you no-
tice that the social media 
took a breather on President 
buhari ’s  death rumour? 
nigerians are resting and 
waiting for the February 
6th (tomorrow) when the 
President is supposed to 
resume. Except i hear oth-
erwise at the weekend, for 
now, we are all awaiting his 
return on Sunday or Mon-
day. So let’s wait since in 
two weeks nothing seems to 
have changed, maybe when 
he returns something will 
give (if any at all).

on the lighter side of 
things the SgF, babachir la-
wal alias bD is gradually 
becoming himself again after 
the storm of the grass cutting 
scandal. at the Federal Execu-
tive council last week, he did 
not disappoint. he did his job 
as the monitor and owner of 
the council chambers (he calls 
it “my council chambers’). he 
checked the seats, ordered the 
ministers to take their seats 
as usual, and funny thing is 
he left us all thinking if the 
protocol staff (those from the 
VP’s wing) were still learning 
on the job.

let’s hang the gloves here 
for today and hope we wake 
up tomorrow with President 
buhari back in the country 
and still allowing the Vice 
President to do some more 
concretes.

things sort of just continue 
the way they were until the 
return of the President. his 
tenure ends on Monday the 
6th of February according 
to the letter written to the 
national assembly.

last week a lot of ques-
tions were raised on the visit 
of the leadership of the na-
tional assembly to the aso 
rock. Questionably they vis-
ited three times within the 
week. reporters approached 
them each time and they gave 
us different excuses.

o n  M o n d a y,  D o g a ra 
alongside the Senate major-
ity leader, ahmed lawan 
visited osinbajo and met 
behind closed doors, they 
said it was to talk about the 
budget. on tuesday Dogara 
came with the Senate Presi-
dent and again they discussed 
the budget and other issues 
relating to the economy. then 
on thursday, they showed up 
again to meet with osinbajo. 
this was certainly new to all 
of us. Saraki after the thurs-
day meeting said they had 
come to discuss the issues of 
the troops in the gambia like 
i was supposed to believe 
that. ok, i still reported it 
anyways. the meeting each 
time lasted for not less than 
an hour. Journalists hung 
around wondering what they 
had going on inside that office. 
if it was just the gambian 
issue, how did they forget to 
raise it on tuesday when they 
visited and why couldn’t they 
talk about it over the phone or 
they just had to be in the same 
room right, all three of them?

Funny, after Saraki told 
us they had come to discuss 
the nigerian troop in the 
gambia we asked him if he 
was visiting again on Friday. 
they laughed and said maybe 
to visit us and yes, don’t blame 
us for asking.

the new found love be-
tween the legislature and 
the executive is suspicious 
whether the meeting is with 
President buhari or osinbajo. 
Well, my nose is beginning 
to hurt from trying to sniff 
too much or do you think i 
am sticking my nose where 
it doesn’t belong? one thing i 
know for now is that though 
in the note to the national as-
sembly the President handed 
over to osinbajo to act in his 
stead, he just cannot take any 
decision, at least nothing re-
ally major, except he contacts 
him.  oh i forgot, he set up a 
task force to address hiking 
food prices.

and yes he approved that 
nigerian troops remain in 
the gambia and he also ap-

Osinbajo’s third shot 
as Acting President

APC chieftain tasks Rep-
elect on solution to nation’s 
socio-economic challenges

J
o h n s o n  o g h u m a , 
house of represen-
tatives member-elect 
for the Etsako Federal 
constituency in the 

last Saturday bye-election, has 
been charged to legislate on 
policy that will help ameliorate 
the socio-economic, religious 
and insecurity challenges 
confronting the country.

imuekemhe, an all Pro-
gressives congress (aPc) chief-
tain in Edo north senatorial 
district, gave the advice in an 
interview with journalists 
while reacting to the declara-
tion of the aPc candidate the 
winner of the election by the 
independent national Elec-
toral commission.

imuekemhe said the people 
of Etsako Federal constituency 
voted for the aPc candidate 
because of his legislative expe-
rience in the Edo State house 
of assembly

“the reason why we sup-
ported Johnson oghuma is 
that he already has legisla-
tive experience. So he is not 
going there to learn. We 
believe that he will be able to 
represent the Etsako people 
at the federal level as far as 
making sure that our voice 
is heard on national issues, 
Edo state and Etsako Federal 
constituency are projected 
when it comes to national 
discourse.

l
ast week was one 
heck of a busy week. 
it was one event after 
the other until late. 

For a while, aso rock was 
abuzz and it was different 
in a good way. it also felt 
like something was cooking 
as Senate President bukola 
Saraki and the house Speaker 
Yakubu Dogara visited mul-
tiple times during the seven-
day span.

before i proceed, i need 
to make clear that this is not 
an attempt to compare Presi-
dent Muhammadu buhari 
and acting President Yemi 
osinbajo.

Earlier, a doubting thomas 
that i am, i was beginning to 
get worried that osinbajo 
was only acting on paper as 
i didn’t get the feel that he 
was making the major moves. 
For instance, when he swore 
in five commissioners in the 
national Population com-
mission on Wednesday and 
didn’t make a speech. My 
colleagues and i wondered as 
the event ended just like that 
with the announcement of a 
group photograph with the

acting President. While 
it is not all the time that 
President buhari reads out 
a speech, when he swears in 
anyone or group he gives a 
charge. but there was nothing 
of the sort.

let’s get back on track first. 
i couldn’t help noticing that a 
typical osinbajo day starts at 
about 9 a.m., sometimes at 10, 
and runs until about 9 p.m., 
even later. From one meeting 
to another, the only time that 
wing of the Villa was quiet 
was when he’s out for official 
events outside.

it got me thinking. What 
if the President worked this 
way? better still, what if 
the administration has been 
working this way and things 
just refused to change? i don’t 
think so. i am trying very 
hard not to be too critical 
of the two sides but in my 
head, i figure that some things 
should have taken shape with 
this kind of effort. i just have 
not seen so much real work 
around here in a long time.

on the other hand, things 
seem to be on a standstill, ap-
parently still waiting for the 
President to come back and 
put a seal of approval on them 
first. is osinbajo really acting? 
Don’t ask me.

this is the third time he 
is sitting on the acting stool 
within a year and each time 
we get the sense that it is 
only on paper, more like he is 
afraid of being seen to be tak-
ing up power from his boss. 

“now that we have prob-
lem with the economic, prob-
lem of security and problem 
of religious unrest we need 
people who are focused, who 
have national spread that can 
contribute towards to the reso-
lutions of the crises in those 
areas,” he said.

he noted that the victory of 
the party at the election was a 
demonstration that aPc was 
the only viable party in Edo 
north senatorial district and 
by extension Edo State. he de-
scribed the election exercise as 
successful and peaceful.

“the bye-election into 
the Etsako Federal constitu-
ency was quite successful 
and peaceful. although the 
turnout was not as remark-
able as we thought it will be 
but the major thing was that 
it was very peaceful, there is 
no negative incident recorded 
anywhere. the voters came 
and we all voted, counted the 
results and we all satisfied,” 
he stated.

simon Imuekemhe

igbo can be president in nigeria, 
but…, says abia aPc chieftain

b
enjamin apu-
go, an all Pro-
gressives con-
gress  (aPc) 
stalwart and 

a member of the board 
of trustees of the ruling 
party in the country has 
said that it is possible 
for igbo man to become 
president after President 
Muhammadu buhari 
has served out his two 
term tenure.

apugo, who stated 
this in his country home 
nkata ibeku in Umuahia 
north local govern-
ment area of abia State 
during the presentation 
of the newly elected ex-
ecutives of ibeku Egwu 
asaa Development as-
sociation, noted that the 
only impediment of a 
nigerian of igbo extrac-
tion becoming a presi-
dent was sabotage on 
the part of ndigbo who 
would always betray 
their brothers.

he enjoined ndigbo 
to avail themselves of 
the opportunity of the 
on-going registration of 
new members in aPc 
and register with the rul-
ing party so as to achieve 
the presidency aspira-
tion.

he advised the de-
tained leader of iPob, 

nnamdi Kanu to forget 
about the agitation for 
biafra, adding, “We have 
fought war before and 
there was no victor no 
vanquished. he should 
not carry the burden 
and he should forget 
about biafra for now. 
let us work with those 
in authority so that we 
can get our right”.

apugo disclosed that 
he attracted the contract 
for the construction of 
Umuahia ikot-Ekpene 
road and that of Umua-
hia-bende road all fed-
eral roads.

the abia aPc chief-
tain said that he was 
happy those who were 
true sons of ibeku had 
been elected to pilot the 

affairs of ibeku Egwu 
asaa Development as-
sociation.

“it is good for the peo-
ple to choose the right 
people to represent them 
and not imposition,” said 
apugo.

During the presenta-
tion of the newly elected 
executives of iEaDa, 
Eze Sunday onuoha, the 
ogurube 1V of ibeku-
land blessed the execu-
tives and charged them 
to work towards the 
upliftment of ibekuland 
and that anybody who 
worked against the com-
munity would face the 
wrath of the land.

also speaking dur-
ing the occasion, Joshua 
ogbonna said that due 
process was followed 
in the conduct of the 
election.

he further said that 
the constitution of the 
association was adhered 
to the letters which saw 
the emergence of the 
new Executive of the 
association.

“the constitution 
says in every two years 
delegates election must 
be conducted which 
must be presided over 
by the incumbent presi-
dent. the election was 
conducted by the out-
gone President onwu-
harauwa robert,” said 
ogbonna.

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia

Benjamin Apugo,  All Progressives 
Congress (APC) 
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‘There was no agreement that Udom 
should be one-term governor’

W
h a t  h a s 
b e e n  t h e 
r e l a t i o n -
s h i p  b e -
tween Nel-

son Effiong and the party in 
the state before his defec-
tion?

Y o u  h a ve  t o  a s k  p a r t y 
leaders in Oron and the vice 
chairman of the senatorial 
district, Mfon Nkantion. You 
have to ask chapter chairmen 
Oron Fe deral c onstituency 
and Eket Fe deral c onstitu-
ency. 

If it is only what you can 
see and hear on radio, you 
have not  heard well .   Nk-
antion says that sinc e the 
emergence of Nelson Effiong 
as a s enator,  he has calle d 
the senator repeatedly and 
he has never picked his call. 
He has sent text messages re-
peatedly so that both of them 
c a n  c o nve n e  a  s e n at o r i a l 
meeting. The is the reason 
why Eket senatorial district 
is the only senatorial district 
t h at  h a s  h a d  a  s e n at o r i a l 
briefing since the inception 
of government, the first be-
ing the one held last week. 
Uyo has had severally, Ikot 
Ekpene has had theirs. The 
chairman of Eket senatorial 
district of the party said he 
considered it absurd to hold 
a senatorial briefing without 
a senator. 

Therefore, they were try-
ing to cover his nakedness. 
At some point, he said he was 
ill  and travelle d. So it  was 
from one excuse to another. 
And because PDP is in the 
business  of  giv ing s e c ond 
chances, because God is God 
of second chance. The dispo-
sition of the party hierarchy 
then was that coming from 
a  n e a r  p o l i t i c a l  o b l i v i o n 
that he has been, that he has 
learnt sufficient lessons and 
he has shown remorse, but 
we may have forgotten that 
a le opard do es not change 
its spots.

One of the reasons Effiong 
gave for defecting is  that 
there was an agreement that 
Governor Udom Emmanuel 
should serve for only one 
term. Was there any such 
agreement? 

The position of the law on 
this matter is very clear. He 
who alleges must prove. If he 
says there was an agreement 
for  the  governor  to  run a 

was abs olutely no diss en-
sion, none whatsoever with 
Nelson Effiong seated there. 
Granted that the man has a 
right to change his mind but 
when you change your mind, 
you should be able to adduce 
c ogent and verifiable rea-
sons why that should be so. 
However, Nelson Effiong has 
said and has shown that he 
is afraid of a woman called 
Akon Eyakenyi, he has not 
been able to lead evidence to 
show the governor is endors-
ing Akon Eyakenyi publicly 
or privately to replace him. 
If you are not afraid of Akon 
by way of your dismal per-
formanc e, you are the one 
declaring on behalf of Akon, 
there is no news item at least 
t o  m y  k n o w l e d g e  w h e r e 
Akon Eyakenyi has declared 
for Senate and you have two 
y e a r s  b e fo r e  n o m i n at i o n 
and you are beginning to be 
afraid of tomorrow today. 

Now the question is Akon 
Eyakenyi is a board chair-
m a n  o f  A k w a  I b o m  Po l y -
technic and you are a sena-
tor of the Federal Republic 
of Nigeria, I do not get the 
comparison where you are 
now afraid two years into 
nominations except for the 
fact that you know that your 
people have already rejected 
you. That is the only reason 
w h y  s o m e o n e  s h o u l d  b e 
afraid. 

W e  w e r e  i n  t h i s  s t at e 
where people were not the 
preferred candidate for the 
Senate and they sti l l  won 
their nominations. Assum-
ing but not conceding that 
Nelson Effiong has the spiri-
tual capacity to predict that 
p e ople  wil l  supp ort  Akon 
E y a ke n y i  o ve r  h i m s e l f,  I 
think that two years to that 
period is too premature, is 
to o early to  c ome to such 
a conclusion. At the meet-
ing where the endorsement 
was made, repres entatives 
were enc ourage d to relate 
more and have community 
engagements with their con-
stituents. 

S o ,  i f  t h e r e  h a ve  b e e n 
pressures  from Oron Fe d -
eral constituency and people 
from Eket senatorial district 
demanding more community 
engagements,  i t  is  not  for 
Nelson Effiong to accuse the 
governor. 

There is no public or pri-
vate statement that Nelson 
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term, the need is to prove be-
yond every reasonable doubt 
but you know that leadership 
is a continuum. There is no 
way such agreement would 
have been held and the party 
would not have been avail-
ab l e  a n d  t h e  p e r s o n  w h o 
was chairman as at the time 
in question was the person 
who is chairman today and 
the chairman has told us and 
I sincerely believe him that 
no such agreement occurred. 
Invariably, such agreement if 
there were to be there, why 
then is the party at the front 
burner of the endorsement of 
the governor?  

It clearly negates the fact 
that there was an agreement, 
it was incumbent on the par-
ty to enforce the agreement 
but where no such agreement 
occurred, you discover that 
the party in Eket senatorial 
district without any prompt-
ing decided that having seen 
the achievements of the state 
government decided that the 
governor deserves a second 
term without any prompting. 

They took that position to 
the state caucus of the party 

where he,  Nels on Effiong, 
w a s  t h e re  s e at e d  a n d  t h e 
first to speak and endorsed 
the governor on b ehalf  of 
Eket senatorial district. The 
difference here is when we 
at t e n d  a  c a u c u s  m e e t i n g , 
we don’t like to record the 
proceedings, and we believe 
that people should be honest 
enough.  

We don’t bring video tapes 
into our meeting. Nelson Ef-
fiong was the first to speak 
which I am sure he has not 
denied. He was the one that 
endors e d the governor on 
b e h a l f  o f  E ke t  s e n at o r i a l 
district. He has done it and 
interviews are coming forth, 

the interview he granted a 
year ago and has been circu-
lated widely. 

He endorsed the governor 
on behalf of Uyo senatorial 
district and Uyo senatorial 
district followe d same and 
the entire resolution of the 
caucus was read to the hear-
ing of everyone.  

A member of the National 
Assembly, Henry Achibong 
m o ve d  t h e  m o t i o n  w h i c h 
was supported by a member 
o f  t h e  s t at e  H o u s e  o f  A s -
sembly and deputy speaker 
of the state House of Assem-
bly, supporting the motion 
for  endors ement.  I t  was a 
unanimous motion and there 

Nelson Effiong

The defection of Nelson Effiong who represents Akwa Ibom South senatorial district from the People’s Democratic Party (PDP) to the 
All Progressives Congress (APC) was least expected and has generated much controversy. Effiong has claimed that he left his former 
party because  Governor Udom Emmanuel looks set to renege on an agreement that he would serve for only one term. In this inter-
view, with ANIEFIOK UDONQUAK,   Iniobong Emembong, publicity secretary of PDP in the state, spoke on the purported agreement 
and other issues. Excerpts: 

There is no public or private 
statement that Nelson Effiong can lay 

claim to show that the governor 
disrespects him or that the governor 
does not value his representation or 

that the governor prefers another
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Nelson Effiong

We have the har-
monised list of PDP 

ward executives 
in Oron where he 
took time to sign. 

I’m going to give you 
the photocopies for 
sighting, when the 
time comes I will 
bring the original

Effiong can lay claim to show 
that the governor disrespects 
him or that the governor does 
not value his representation 
or that the governor prefers 
another. This is the gover-
nor who has left clearly the 
administration of the party 
for the party. When we were 
running ward, chapter and 
state primaries for the party, 
this governor returned the 
processes of selecting party 
officials to the stakeholders 
in the various places. So you 
discover that the stakeholder 
p a r t i c i p at i o n  l e d  t o  ve r y 
peaceful processes that led 
to the emergenc e of party 
officials in a way that has not 
been before. 

The senator also accused 
the governor of not show-
ing any interest in the bill 
before the Senate that he is 
sponsoring to upgrade Mari-
time Academy of Nigeria to 
a degree-awarding institu-
tion; what is your take on 
this? 

Let  me refer  you to  the 
speech by Rotimi Amaechi, 
the minister of transport at 
the town hall meeting held 
in Uyo.  Rotimi Amaechi is 
a chieftain of the All  Pro-
gressives Congress (APC), he 
said without any prompting 
that  over  the issue of  the 
conversion of the academy 
to a university, that the gov-
ernor of  Akwa Ib om State 
h a s  re p e at e d l y  d i s t u r b e d 
him and that he has shown 
concern over these processes 
and that he is inclined with 
the governor to bring that 
to bear. So between Rotimi 
Amaechi who said this and 
Nelson Effiong, who would 
you believe? I leave that to 
you. I match his words with 
that of Rotimi Amaechi. 

He has also alleged that he 
has been sidelined and that 
the governor has repeatedly 
ignored his input, especially 
when it comes to appoint-
ments?

F a c t s  w i l l  e m e r g e ,  e v i -
dence will emerge that the 
person who served as secre-
tary of the transition com-
mittee, one Affiong was nom-
i n at e d  b y  N e l s o n  E ff i o n g . 
Currently, in the transition 
committee, it has been stated 
without e quivo cation that 
one Ifang Ifang is his nomi-
nee in the transition commit-
tee. We have the harmonised 
list of PDP ward executives 
in Oron where he took time 
to sign. I’m going to give you 
the photocopies for sighting, 
when the time comes I will 
bring the original. You see, li-
ars should have the memory 
of elephants. When time also 
c o m e s ,  I  w i l l  re ve a l  c o m -
munication between Nelson 
Effiong and myself that will 
reveal his nominees for vari-
ous government positions.

                          
H ow  h a s  h i s  d e f e c t i o n 

affected the party in Akwa 
Ibom State? 

There is no seriousness in 
it .  But let me now balanc e 
that, you see, while we are 
careful to reply and every 
c o n s e q u e n t i a l  s t at e m e n t 
made by and on b ehalf  of 
Nels on Effiong is  that any 
lie not replie d in 24 hours 
assumes the status of truth 
and that would become the 
position until debunked, like 
the one you asked about the 
agreement. 

Everyone in Akwa Ibom 
knows that there is no such 
agreement, it could not have 
been there, but because you 
have asked, we must answer. 
Ordinarily,  it  is s omething 
the party would cho os e to 
ignore. In talking about the 
p olitical  value,  as journal-
ists you went to Eket for the 
town hall meeting, I’m sure 
y o u  w e r e  s h o c ke d  t o  s e e 
that even from his own area, 
there was nobody who ought 
to have been there that was 
not there.

The party gave him ticket, 
t h e  p a r t y  at  t h i s  m o m e n t 
may regret what happened 
but the truth is that at this 
moment, the politics of nomi-
nation is surrounded by a lot 
of factors that are engulfed 
in a concentric circle of in-
trigues, and those decisions 
are made at the spur of the 
moment. 

There are so many things 
you take into  c ognizanc e , 
a n d  s o m e t i m e s  e m o t i o n s 
c ome to bare.  Pe ople c ome 
a r o u n d  y o u ,  k n e e l  d o w n 

and beg and sometimes you 
look at the thinking of the 
h i e ra rc hy  o f  t h e  p a r t y  a s 
at that time favoure d that 
Effiong should be allowed. 
Remember that at one of the 
rallies, Nelson said that PDP 
is a party that has the capac-
ity of raising someone from 
the dead. 

Today, having given him 
life again,  through the in-
strumentality of God, using 
our party, he has decided to 
re m o ve  t h e  o x yg e n  m a s k . 
That is why we said that that 
is Nelson Effiong’s political 
swan song is his last politi-
cal outing, he just signed his 

re t i re m e n t  l e t t e r,  h av i n g 
sang that  s ong,  he  should 
expect his conscious, speedy 
descent into an abyss of po-
litical oblivion.  

Given the fact that this 
individual was seemingly 
handpicked by the party and 
not nominated by the people 
he was to represent, is the 
party learning any lesson 
from this? 

T h at  i s  n o t  re a l l y  t r u e . 
That’s why I  told you that 
the p olitics  of  nomination 
and ele ction are  different 
p olitics,  the circumstanc es 
of what come to bare at that 
point are different and the 
party would decide, the elec-
torate would decide on the 
strength of what is available 
at that time. If good people 
refused to contest or in the 
process of contesting made 
some tactical mistakes and 
error, it would only allow the 
bad people attract sympathy 
because when the desirable 
is not available, the available 
becomes desirable. So to that 
extent it is not entirely true 
t h at  t h e  p a r t y  h a n d p i c k s 
candidates. 

But the hierarchy of the 
party in approaching every 
election, would look beyond 
the candidate of the opp o-
s i t i o n  t o  t h e  s u r ro u n d i n g 
circumstanc es and bring a 
candidate that can match. In 
the other circumstance the 
party would look at someone 
who almost died of poverty 

and hunger and assumes that 
if  you bring s ome one who 
has had a deep romance with 
serious poverty and give him 
a ticket, that when he wins 
h e  w o u l d  n o t  n e g l e c t  t h e 
poor people. 

H o w  w o u l d  y o u  k n o w 
that imme diately he is  re-
suscitated he would forget 
so soon that few days before 
nomination he didn’t have 
something to eat? 

So, there are things that 
c ondition the mind of  the 
party while giving tickets, 
w h i c h  t h e  e l e c t o rat e  a l s o 
s e e s .  Y o u  re m e mb e r  t h at 
people are voted during nom-
ination,  s o  the party do es 
not handpick. .  There is  no 
science or art, according to 
Shakespeare to decipher the 
construction of the mind on 
the face.

 
L o o k i n g  o u t s i d e  A k wa 

Ibom, we have also he ard 
that some key members have 
either left PDP or have in-
dicated interest to defect to 
APC and other parties; what 
does this portend for PDP?

When you talk about leav-
ing is not the first time peo-
ple have left a party; as peo-
ple are leaving, p e ople are 
coming in. The PDP in Akwa 
Ibom has an open front door 
and a closed back door policy. 
We keep our doors open for 
p e ople to c ome in we shut 
the back door for retention, 
s o  w h e n  s o m e o n e  b re a k s 
the window and run away, 
there is just nothing you can 
do. It’s like a marriage, when 
the woman or man is set to 
leave the marriage, you can 
only postpone it. The people 
who are accusing people of 
faction and imp osition are 
great beneficiaries. Remem-
ber that until 2007 that some 
opposition parties never held 
a nomination that people’s 
names were just written by 
the national leaders, so when 
we talk about internal poli-
tics you should applaud PDP. 
PDP is like a church, every 
candidate of the opposition 
w a s  d o n at e d  t o  t h e m   b y 
the PDP, the ones we rejected 
became the darling of other 
parties. 

                                     
Yo u  h a v e  m e n t i o n e d 

plans by the party to recall 
him, how easy do you think 
this will be? 

W e l l ,  t h e  l a w  i s  t h e r e 
for man to experiment. The 
process of vacating the sena-
torial seat was also seen as 
cumbersome until the people 
of Ondo State and some other 
states decided to take their 
fates in their hands and seat 
of the affected senator was 
declared vacant by the Su-
preme Court. People must try 
because the law is made for 
man. Man must try out the 
law. The law was made for 
possibility and not impossi-
bility.  So the law is made for 
us to test and that is why the 
courts are there.
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I t has become necessary to ask 
ours elves  why s o much hate 
in the polity. Every one of the 

activ it ies  and c onsiderations is 
hinged on either the part of the 
c ountry one c omes from or the 
individual’s religion. It is sad and 
unfortunate that Nigerians have 
re duc e d thems elves to haters of 
one another, for no just cause. 

T h e  p a s t  o n e  w e e k  p l u s  h a d 
b e e n  s p e n t  b y  s o m e  N i g e r i a n s 
spreading rumours over the health 
c ondition of  the President who 
to ok his official  leave to rest in 
the United Kingdom. While leav-
ing, he never told anyone that he 

M
y observation recently 
made my heart to quake. 
Most of the reports from 
the presidency were still 

attributed to President Muhammadu 
Buhari who had duly relinquished 
office for the Vice President, Yemi 
Osibanjo to act as president. 

Despite this acceptable norm any-
where in the world, those who chose 
to fan the embers of acrimony in gov-
ernment decided that news materials 
emanating from Aso Rock still bore 
the name of President Buhari. 

‘President Buhari says he would 
do this and that’. ‘Buhari has pledged 
to…’ The question that was asked by 
many people who felt uncomfortable 
with such impunity was, where did 
the president make such pronounce-
ments? It was very clear that there 
was some form of manipulation to 
ensure that the president’s shadow 
was still cast on the activities of gov-
ernment even when someone was 
doing his work. 

The question is, for how long must 
we continue to play this monkey in 
Nigeria? 

We cannot continue to play hide 
and seek at the expense of develop-
ment and total wellbeing of every 
citizen of this country. If one is good 
enough to be Vice President, such 
an individual should also be seen 

How did we get here?

Ambode and kidnapping law
For Governor Akinwunmi Ambode 

of Lagos State to sign death war-
rant for convicted kidnappers in 

the state, it means the matter has got 
to an intolerable level. Nigeria is cur-
rently paying direly for many years of 
maladministration which necessitated 
massive job losses, high unemployment 
rate and terrible poverty situation 
across the country. 

Unlike many years back when those 
who did not even finish high school se-
cured good jobs with mouth-watering 
remunerations, today master degree 
holders are roaming the street without 
jobs and those who ventured to try 
their hands on businesses ended up 
burning their fingers over inclement 
operating environment. 

I thought Osinbajo was the acting president?

Two brothers in verbal combat

While other governors of some 
geo-political zones in the 
country are looking beyond 

party politics to see what they can bring 
to the table for their people, two promi-
nent brothers of the Igbo extraction are 
busy washing their dirty linens in the 
market square. 

For some time now, Governor Rochas 
Okorocha of Imo State and his brother 
Willie Obiano of Anambra State have 
been at each other’s jugular over irrel-
evances. Both descended to the level of 
pouring invectives at each other. Rather 
than engaging themselves, comparing 
notes on how they could lift an obvious 
neglected South East; instead of declar-
ing prayer and fasting for the pitiable 
condition and slavish role the south east 
play in the country and seeking divine 
intervention in their servitude status in 
Nigeria, they are busy throwing stones 
at each other. 

For whatever it is worth, those who 
call themselves leaders must show that 
quality of leadership. Just recently, 
Okorocha claimed that three south east 
governors were in talks with him or 

rather, had perfected defection plans 
to join the APC. 

To refresh your memory, there 
are five governors in the zone, while 
Okorocha is of the APC; Okezie Ikpeazu, 
Dave Umahi and Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi are 
of the People’s Democratic Party (PDP); 
and Willie Obiano is of the All Progres-
sive Grand Alliance (APGA). Obiano 
had taken exception to Okorocha’s 
wild claim and had challenged him to 
name names. And the owls began to 
howl! The claims and counter claims 
could have been avoided had those who 
call themselves leaders of the people 
realised how important it is to say the 
truth and nothing but the truth at all 
times. 

For crying out loud, why would 
Okorocha make such a public claim 
given his high position in society and 
as a person who parades himself as 
torch-bearer in the present APC dis-
pensation? It could possibly be that 
Okorocha’s claim so riled the Anambra 
State governor that he felt somebody 
must speak up. But whatever is the case, 
let peace prevail. 

It must also be stressed that the 
politics of “individual pockets” being 
played in the South East has not helped 
the zone and is likely to continue to 
keep the people down, particularly in 
the present dispensation when govern-
ment at the centre has openly adopted 
the policy of exclusion of some parts 
of the country on account of their per-
ceived voting pattern in the last general 
election. For Okorocha and Obiano, 
name-calling will not help the Igbo, 
brotherliness and unity of purpose will.

was going for medical treatment, 
b ut  t h e  s o c i a l  m e d i a  h a d  b e e n 
awash with insinuations that the 
leader of the most populous black 
nation on earth was in a difficult 
situation. 

In  fact ,  rumours  that  he  had 
kicked the bucket were so strong 
that the President’s handlers were 
running helter-skelter to put a lie 
to the mischievous creations. Even 
at that, some die-hard pessimists 
are saying that they are waiting to 
see what happens tomorrow when 
the President’s leave is expected to 
end. But come to think of it, how 
did we descend to this inhuman 
level as to be wishing our leaders 
dead? It was even said that some 
people were rejoicing and clinking 
glass es over the situation, and I 
ask, but why? 

S o m e o n e  s a i d  t o  m e  t h at  t h e 
reaction of these people was not 
j u s t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  o f 
Buhari,  but a refle ction of their 
level of sadness, disappointment 
and frustration over several years 
of maladministration by a small 
group of p e ople who call  them-
selves political class. 

The individual said that it was 
a way of showing that they are 
tired of the shenanigans going on 
in government. When asked if it is 
not desirable to pray for our lead-
ers as the Holy Book enjoins us to 
do, the response was telling, “We 
are told that leaders that rule well 
are worthy of double honour, not 
those who treat us like rags.”

The consequence of all these is the 
high level of crime in all parts of the 
country, especially the cities. One of the 
most thriving crimes today is kidnap-
ping; a good number of youths have 
allowed the devil to employ them in 
this venture. 

The saddest part of all is that in 
some cases kidnapped victims are also 
killed, even when ransoms are paid 
and collected. In Lagos State, the Mile 
12- Ikorodu Road has been adjudged 
one of the dangerous highways where 
kidnappers ply their trade effortlessly. 
Since last year and now there have been 
too many cases of kidnapping, includ-
ing school children. Despite the huge 
efforts of the state government, men 
of the underworld are posing a serious 
challenge. 

The rate of these crimes has become 
so high that Governor Ambode believes 
that the only way to curb it must be to 
kill the kidnapper whenever the law 
says so. Signing into law the bill stipu-
lating death penalty for kidnappers 
whose victims die in their custody and 
life imprisonment for act of kidnapping, 
the governor has indicated that it would 
not be business as usual. It would be re-
called that the State House of Assembly 
had on January 5, 2017 passed the Bill 
for law to provide for the prohibition 
of the Act of Kidnapping and other 
Connected Purposes, specifying death 
and life imprisonment as penalties for 
the crime.

as equally good to call the shots as 
president when occasion demands. 
What, for Christ’s sake are we hiding 
in government? 

The earlier we realise that North, 
South, East or West, Nigeria belongs 
to all of us, the better and then we’ll 
begin to act right. Some people who 
observed Osinbajo very well while 
the acting lasted, testified that he 
was indeed “acting”. He was being 
very careful, maybe not to be termed 
over-zealous by some others. 

We also heard that some of the 
official duties that were supposed to 
be carried out by the acting president 
were rather presided over by others; 
and the question is, for the fear of 
what? If you know, please tell me.
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V
ice President Yemi 
O sinbajo s e ems to 
be warming himself 
into my heart when 

he affirmed publicly on Thurs-
day that the inadequacies in 
the country’s justice admin-
istration have c ontribute d 
immensely to the heightened 
corruption indices bedevil-
ing Nigeria. Corruption will 
continue to thrive as long as 
political and public office hold-
ers who are custodians of the 
commonwealth of their peers 
and the citizenry fail to be ac-
countable and transparent in 
their dealings, they forget so 
soon that the same set of people 
who brought them to office are 
subjected to undue hardship 
by their actions and inactions. 
But recent happenings in the 
country, showed vividly that 
Nigerians are using all avail-
able means to unravel  the 
underhand dealings of few of 
those with corrupt tendencies.

I was stunned to hear about 
the advertorial purportedly 
p l a c e d  b y  s o m e  u n n a m e d 
m e mb e r s  o f  t h e  H o u s e  o f 
Re p re s e n t at i ve s  w h o  a g i -
tate d for ‘ transparency’  in 
the House. As at that point in 
time, I thought the House has 
s ettle d down for real busi-
ness of engaging Ministries, 
D epartments and Agencies 

(MDAs) until the story titled: 
‘2017 budget:  How FERMA 
s et  s e curity  trap for  Reps 
during oversight function,’ 
broke. Like the Prophets of 
old, I have spear-headed the 
campaign on the need for the 
House to avoid banana peels 
in the course of handling the 
budget matters and operate 
transparent engagement with 
the public s ervants.  While 
some stigmatize me as ‘anti’, 
fo r  t h e  d i s c e r n i n g  m i n d s , 
such advise would be heeded 
to without reservations and 
ill-feelings. Rather than going 
for damage control why not 
embrace preventive methods 
that will be void of crises.

While reacting to the pur-
ported advertorial issued by 
some faceless lawmakers who 
called for transparency in the 
House of Representatives, Rt. 
Hon.  Ab dulrasak Namdas, 
chairman, House Committee 
on Media and Publicity who 
dismissed the misgivings, as-
sured Nigerians of the House 
re s o l ve  t o w a r d s  e n s u r i n g 
transparency and account-
ability.

“We consider it necessary 
to address some of the issues 
to put the record straight and 
correct misrepresentation of 
facts. We wish to state un-
equivocally that the House 

of Representatives under the 
leadership of Rt. Hon. Yakubu 
Dogara, is determined to en-
sure transparency, account-
ability and probity in all its 
activities.”

On the 2017 budget, Hon. 
Namdas disclosed that cer-
tain reforms have been put 
in place by the House Leader-
ship. According to him, plans 
are  underway to  increas e 
public and stakeholder par-
ticipation in the budget pro-
cess. Little did I know that 
another scandal was in the 
offing, until I woke up to read 
about the alleged N630.126 
million rent scandal. Those 
at the receiving end of the 
crisis know for sure that it 
was the handiwork of  the 
‘Fifth c olumnist,’  and such 
c ommunication de ep ening 
the confidence crisis facing 
the Nigerian Parliament. Ac-
cording to the group led by 
Ibrahim Wala, a total sum of 
N150,293,500 were obtained 
by S p eaker who al lege dly  
presented one of his proper-
ties located at No.9 Persian 
G u l f  C l o s e ,  o ff  E u p h rat e s 
Stre et ,  Wus e 2,  Abuja (re-
cently constructed by A. A. 
Oil) for accommodation. On 
his part, the Deputy Speaker 
allegedly obtained the sum 
of N130,000,000 but did not 

present any residential prop-
erty. However, Turaki Hassan, 
special adviser to the Speaker 
on Media and Public Affairs, 
rushed to save the day, when 
he issued a statement clarify-
ing issues relating to provi-
sion of accommodation for 
the two principal officers of 
both chambers. But on the 
other hand, I will canvas for 
a  pie c e  of  legis lat ion that 
would criminalize sponsoring 
of image smearing campaign 
against any public or political 
office holders in Nigeria in 
order to ensure that those be-
ing hired to destroy the hard 
earned career and achieve-
ments face the wrath of the 
law. Most of them are portfo-
lio contractors who go about 
taking up such dirty deals. 
I do not believe such people 
should be walking free on our 
streets and continue to live 
in affluence while destroy-
ing the lives of our leaders. 
Failure to substantiate al l 
the frivolous claims against 
our political leaders should 
attract stiff sanctions in order 
to serve as deterrent to other 
disgruntled elements within 
the society. Unfortunately, 
most of them are youths and 
never s e e anything wrong 
in such untoward acts. The 
challenge on ground was the 

fall-out of the monetization 
policy of accommodation and 
other allowances of all public 
and political office holders 
which was initiated by the 
President Olusegun Obasan-
jo’s administration. Anyway, 
wish we will be able to get 
over this issue and move to 
the next level. Nigerians are 
waiting earnestly to see the 
economy revived and have 
food on their tables. We need 
deliberate policies that will 
get Nigeria and individual 
family out of socio-econom-
ic re c ession.  The situation 
which has gotten to the peak 
if  not  well-manage d,  may 
further trigger criminality 
and unrest  in our s o ciety. 
Youth restiveness and other 
social vices may be the other 
of the day if our leaders fail 
to act fast.

This monster called corruption must die

AssemblyWatch
From the Red Chamber

With 

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE

From the Green House
With 

KEHINDE AKINTOLA

O
ne thing that send 
shivers down the 
spine of public of-
ficers is to appear 
b e f o r e  f e d e r a l 

lawmakers over allegations of 
wrongdoing.

It becomes even more serious 
when a ‘prima facie’ allegation 
has been established against an 
institution and there is a seem-
ing conflict between the Execu-
tive and the Legislature.

I once listened to the lamen-
tations of an Abuja-based civil 
servant about how legislators 
he termed ‘small boys in the 
House of Representatives’ liter-
ally striped naked his boss old 
enough to be their father at a 
public hearing last year. Accord-
ing to him, lawmakers are taking 
advantage of their esteemed 
positions to embarrass public 
officials.

Those who think the fence-
mending meetings between 
President Muhammadu Buhari 

and Senate President Bukola 
Saraki would see cessation of 
hostilities by both camps should 
perish the thought.

While the trial of Saraki com-
menced at the Code of Conduct 
Tribunal (CCT) over corruption 
allegations is ongoing,  the Sen-
ate also resumed investigative 
hearing into the abandonment 
of N8billion Code of Conduct Bu-
reau office headquarters project.

The hearing organised by 
the Senate Joint Committees on 
Federal Capital Territory, Public 
Procurement as  well as Ethics,  
Privileges and Public Petitions,  
was chaired by one of Saraki’s 
staunch loyalists, Dino Melaye, 
who was one of the legislators 
that accompanied Saraki’s wife 
Toyin to the Economic and Fi-
nancial Crimes Commission 
(EFCC) over corruption allega-
tions.

Recall that whe n the corrup-
tion trial of Saraki commenced 
in 2015, Melaye pledged his al-
liegience on his Facebook page 
that he would continue to sup-
port the Senate President until 
death.

The Bureau incure d the 
wrath of senators in 2015 when 
it slammed a 13-count charge 
of corruption on the nation’s 
Number Three Citizen. He was 
accused of offences ranging from 
anticipatory declaration of assets 
to making false declaration of as-
sets in forms he filed before the 
Code of Conduct Bureau while 

he was governor of Kwara State, 
failing to declare some assets 
he acquired while in office as 
governor.

But the Senate, while accus-
ing the Bureau of mismanag-
ing funds in the procurement 
of its headquarters building 
in Abuja, claimed that the Bu-
reau abandoned its N8 billion 
headquarters building project 
and was seeking to procure a 
completed building worth over 
N4billion, which it described 
as unfortunate and completely 
unacceptable.

The Melaye-led committee 
insisted that the Bureau violated 
the Procurement Law by engag-
ing in wasteful expenditure.

B ut  C C B  c h a i r m a n  S a m 
Saba said there was nothing 
wrong in all the processes  the 
CCB project went through, 
adding that the Bureau aban-
doned the N8 billion building 
contract for the purchase of 
another N4.5 billion because 
of the failure of the contractor 
to do diligent work.

During the session, Saba at-
tempted to prove that the Bu-
reau’s actions were lawful but 
the committee was quick in find-
ing loopholes in his presentation, 
pointing out that due process of 
procurement were abused.

He partly attributed why the 
Bureau abandoned the project 
for the purchase of a new build-
ing to a new Building Code by 
the Federal Capital Territory De-

velopment Control. But officials 
of the Department were quick 
to point out that the Code had 
been in existence long before the 
project started.

Also,  the consultant to the 
Bureau was taken to the cleaners 
when the panel discovered that 
both parties were yet to sign a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) even when the project had 
commenced. He was earlier put 
under oath after Melaye threat-
ened that those who commit 
perjury would be sent to Kuje 
Prison from the event.

However,  senators met their 
match last week when they met 
with the Comptroller-General, 
Nigeria Customs Service (NCS), 
Hameed Ali (retired).

At an interactive session the 
Senate Committee on Customs 
and Excise had with the Manage-
ment of the Nigerian Customs 
Service, Ministry of Finance and 
Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN), 
over an impending amendment 
bill aimed at restructuring the 
NCS, senators chastised Ali over 
his refusal to wear Customs 
uniform since his appointment 
in 2015.

A member of the Commit-
tee, Obinna Ogba threw the 
first salvo when he demanded 
to know why Ali as Customs 
C G  s t i l l  a p p e a r s  o n  mu f t i 
close to two years after his 
appointment.

The Ebonyi Central Senator 
noted that the continuous ap-

pearance of Ali in mufti several 
months after his appointment 
was “highly demoralising to of-
ficers and men of the front-line 
revenue generating agency.”

But Ali, a former military 
administrator of Kaduna State, 
fired back, insisting that as a 
former military officer, tradition 
does not permit him to wear any 
other uniform.

The insistence of Ali that he 
would not wear Customs uni-
form angered Ogba who angrily 
walked out of the session.

Ali’s insistence infuriated 
Melaye who coincidentally is a 
member of the committee.

A visibly enraged Melaye 
promptly reminded the Custom 
CG that a retired General of 
the Nigerian Army, Halidu Ha-
naniya wore Federal Road Safety 
Commission’s uniform when he 
was appointed Corps Marshall of 
the Commission.

Ali countered and told the 
committee that Hananiya made 
a fundamental mistake by wear-
ing FRSC uniform.

This forced other members 
of the committee to stage a walk 
out, leaving only the committee 
chairman Hope Uzodinma in 
the session. 

Although the session ended 
almost on a sour note, Uzodinma 
jokingly told the Custom CG that 
“We are releasing you to go and 
sow your uniform while we con-
tinue with officials of Ministry of 
Finance and Central Bank.”

When the hunter becomes the hunted
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T
he dream is tall but real. In about 
five years from now, a large army 
of ultra-talented but super-skilled 
teenage boys and girls in differ-
ent fields of sports would first 

overrun Nigeria, smash Africa, and then 
storm Asia, Europe, America and Australia. 
They could be called Abia ‘Ninjas’ for their 
expected dexterity in football, athletics and 
many other sporting events around the 
world. They could also be called the Ikpeazu 
Warriors or the ABGRASOD Wonders.    

The planning has been concluded, the 
concept perfected, the execution has also 
started. In fact, the selection of initial 1020 
talented boys and girls of between 11 and 
15 years is almost concluded from the 17 
local council areas of Abia, God’s Own State.  
Experts have been assembled and work is 
in progress. What is left is the unveiling of 
the scheme on February 7, 2017, to mark 
the successful selection of the youngsters 
to be turned into Ninjas about 26 different 
sporting areas.

BDSUNDAY has been tracking the ini-
tiative since 2016. The Governor, Okezie 
Ikpeazu, eager to think outside the box 
when it comes to developing his state, is 
said to have fished out an Abia son known 
to be equally brimming with ideas and de-
velopment initiatives. The idea was floated, 
reviewed, and found to be great so long as 
it would be implemented to the letter. The 
governor was said to have sent in his ‘best’ 
men to work on the idea which hinges on 
the realisation that youth is power if har-
nessed early and channeled in the right 
direction, especially sports.

It was realised that while most Nigerian 
youths sit back and fume over lack of job 
opportunities and ‘empowerment’, their 
mates such as Alex Iwobi of Arsenal, Ihe-
anacho Man City, and many others are out 
there on the global stage showing what a 
Nigerian youth could do to mesmerise the 
world if shown the way. It was reasoned 
in the think-tank that Kalu Nwankwo, 
also an Abia son, blazed this trail, before 
Mikel Obi perfected the logic, now earning 
$140,000 per week or almost N200million 
per month, a salary that no president of Ni-
geria ever comes close to. It was agreed that 
mere perfect growing of the highly talented 
Abia boys and girls who look up to the likes 
of Obisia Nwakpa in sports could produce 
youths that could stop looking up to hand-
outs from politicians or crime but smash 
their ways through the world of Pound 
Sterling and US Dollars. This thinking gave 
rise to what may soon be a household name, 
the Abia State Grassroots Sports Develop-
ment Initiative (ABGRASOD).

According to insiders, the focus would 
be on Athletics, Badminton, Basketball, 
Beach-Volleyball, Boxing, Chess, Cricket, 
Cycling, Darts, Football, Golf, Gymnastics, 
Handball, Hockey, Judo, Karate, Kick-
Boxing, Kung-Fu, Lawn Tennis, Polo, Rugby, 
Scrabble, Squash, Swimming, Table Tennis, 
Taekwondo, Trampoline, Triathlon, Volley-
ball, Water Polo, Weightlifting, Wrestling, 
Para-Athletics, Para-Power-lifting, Para-
Table Tennis, among others.

As confirmed by the Abia State Commis-
sioner of Sports, Chinwe Nwangaga, the 
Abia State Grassroots’ Sports Development 
Initiatives (ABGRASOD) is a private sector-
funded collaboration project of the Abia 

Ikpeazu grooming 1,020 ‘Ninjas’ 
to shock the world in 5 years
IGNATIUS CHUKWU, Port Harcourt & UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia

HON CHINWE NWANGANGA

State Ministry of Sports and Praik-Applied 
Ventures Nigeria. “The Ministry of Sports 
agreed to collaborate with the team of con-
sultants from Praik-Applied Ventures Ni-
geria on 15th September, 2016 after careful 
analysis of their proposals and subsequent 
presentations. We agreed that ABGRASOD 
should be for an initial period of three years 
starting from September, 15, 2016”.

The target, as he revealed, is to raise with 
the help of technical partners and nurture 
at least 60 youths in each of the Local Gov-
ernment Areas of the state in the first year 
of the three years of the project; amounting 
to 1,020 youths. These youths would be 
nurtured in various sports and good per-
centage of them would be assisted to ply 
their tentacles across the shores of Nigeria.

Nwangaga said: “The selected children 
will be camped together in all holidays and 
tutored by international sports trainers and 
coaches. This is because of the fact that most 
of the children are not residing together. We 
will also have ABGRASOD Pilot Schools, 
where we will implement Sports Develop-
ment as part of the school curriculum. The 
training and development of coaches and 
sports administrators are not exempted 
from the Strategies.”

As against the present situation in 
Nigeria where greater attention is given 
to football (still without good private par-

ticipation and good corporate sponsorship), 
ABGRASOD is said to be geared towards 
the overall sports development as well as 
to bring out the business and economic 
perspectives of Sports.

For effective management and coordina-
tion, ABGRASOD has a Steering Committee 
headed by Kalu, Prince-Iroha and made 
up of some development economists and 
consultants, strategic partners, and repre-
sentatives of the Ministry of Sports and Abia 
State Sports Council. “We have a Steering 
Sub-Committee made up of a representative 
of each of the 28 sports associations under 
the Abia State Sports Council with the Steer-
ing Committee members.” 

Economic diversification
 The Commissioner said the overall aim 

is to diversity Nigeria’s economy through 
Sports development and management; and 
to have multiple Olympic champions in 
Nigeria by 2024. “The mission is to bring 
up sporting businesses in Nigeria as major 
sources of revenue generation by the year 
2020; these we will achieve by creating ad-
equate and conducive sporting arena both 
in terms of skills, infrastructures, education, 
financing and policy formulation”.

The specific objectives expected to deliv-
er the targets include to diversify Nigeria’s 
economy through sports; encourage private 
sectors’ participation in sports development 

in Abia State; facilitate increased revenue genera-
tion through the Ministry of Sports; make Abia the 
hub of sporting activities in Nigeria; discover and 
nurture hidden talents in Abia State; and as well 
develop known talents.

Others include to enhance good participation 
in future national, continental and global competi-
tions; bring out the business perspectives of sports 
development in Abia State; create employment op-
portunities through sports; enhance good sporting 
activities in Nigeria through adequate partnership 
with relevant ministries, agencies, parastatals 
and other bodies; develop sports ethics and high 
moral standard among sportsmen and women; 
and develop strategies to establish financing for 
sportsmen from low-income homes. Abia State also 
hopes to enhance creativities and nurture innova-
tive thinking through the use of information and 
communication technology (ICT) among sportsmen 
to meet 21st Century challenges; create conduc-
tive sporting environment through the provision 
of adequate and qualitative infrastructural and 
instructional materials; and enhance the abilities 
and capabilities of sports managers and adminis-
trators by exposing them to modern techniques 
and methodologies.

Nwanganga said action has already started in 
preliminary aspects especially with trial exercise 
in all the local councils of the state from January 
9, 2017, aimed at selecting the first set of the AB-
GRASOD’s kids, 60 per LGA, targeting 1020 by Feb-
ruary 7, 2017. It will also be the official flag-off of 

SpecialFeature

Sports revolution:



Sunday 05 February 2017 SUNDAYBD 19C002D5556

HON HAGLER OKORIE

PARTICIPANTS

PARTICIPANTS

PARTICIPANTS PARTICIPANTS

market the project and ensure adequate 
funding for the project. On the part of the 
government, we will assist when the need 
arises to ensure the success of ABGRASOD.

 What measures have been taken to 
insulate this project from political inter-
ference? 

Of course, the selection criteria of the 
project are based on merit; so it has nothing 
to do with politics. We are talking about the 
future of our children and that of our state 
and nation please. 

How committed is the Governor in this 
initiative? 

I am an appointee of the Governor. I 
brief him on the happening in my Ministry. 
What other commitment do you want him 
to show? Don’t forget that our Governor is 

a sport loving Governor. How many states 
have two teams in the professional league 
that are solely funded by the state govern-
ment? Remember Enyimba and Abia War-
riors are there. 

How are you sure that merit will rule 
during the talent hunt? 

I am sure of that. The trial is about to end. 
The Steering Committee is in Isuikwuato 
LGA today (days ago). They have done that 
of Ohafia, Bende, etc. The next day, they 
will be going to Umunneochi, from there to 
Arochukwu, then Isiala Ngwa South, next 
is Isiala Ngwa North, then Umuahia South, 
Ikwuano, Osisioma Ngwa, Aba North/
South, Obingwa, Ugwunagbo, Ukwa East, 
Ukwa West, then Umuahia; before the of-
ficial flag-off which is scheduled to hold on 

Tuesday, 7th February, 2017 at the Umuahia 
Township Stadium. The whole exercise will 
be based on merit. 

What will Abia actually stand to gain 
in real terms? 

When the individuals and communi-
ties in Abia are affected positively, what 
else do Abia need? I believe that through 
ABGRASOD, jobs will be created. We know 
the kind of foreign exchange that is in sports 
these days; Abia will gain greatly from AB-
GRASOD. Even delinquent children will be 
rehabilitated and absorbed in the project.   

What are other plans of the state to 
develop sports in 2017? 

ABGRASOD is just one of what is hap-
pening in Abia State. Remember that it is 
focusing on kids between the ages of 11 and 
15 years only. What of the rest? Answer it 
my journalist. Sports is a priority in Abia 
State. We are presently working on the 
pitch of Enyimba International Stadium 
and other great things too. You cannot talk 
about sports in Nigeria without talking 
about Abia. 2017 can’t be an exception. We 
flourish in a greater dimension henceforth.

  Commissioner for Youths
Hagler Okorie
 We believe this project is apt at this mo-

ment. We regard it as hunt for the hidden 
talents in youngsters. More so, Abia State 
and indeed Nigeria is in dire need of young 
people with sporting talents. The success 
of this project will announce Abia in the 
sporting big stage in a decade.

The Ministry will work in collaboration 
with our sister ministry, Ministry of Sports 
in making sure that there is absolute level 
playing ground and in ensuring adequate se-
curity for both the facilitators and the kids.

The programmers already a success in 
view of the level of acceptability accorded 
to it by the people and the government 
of Okezie Ikpeazu. To my mind, this pro-
gramme is more like the school games of 
the old. But this one is modernised and 
repackaged to meet the trending in the 21st 
Century.

The programme is more of public private 
partnership (PPP). Government through 
the Ministry of Sports will always do the 
needful.

Politics will have no business in this as 
sport is self-assessing. Everyone sees who is 
fit and who possesses qualities that require 
grooming. Anything outside this standard 
will spell doom for the programme and 
our Government will not subscribe to that 
at least under the able watch of Okezie 
Ikpeazu.

Our governor is unapologetically com-
mitted to the development of Abia youth 
and this can be achieved through this pro-
gramme. The state government through the 
Ministries of Youth and Sports will demon-
strate unwavering commitment to realising 
the goals of this programme.

The issue of merit is achievable through 
the open and transparent process adopted 
by the Steering Committee. The present 
Steering Committee is constituted by people 
of integrity and as such we have nothing to 
worry about having a clean and seamless 
process which guarantees huge and suc-
cessful outing.

In about a decade, Abia will be the home 
of various sports men and women. It would 
also have created alternative jobs for the 
teeming youths.

However, outside this programme the 
government rolled out different youth pro-
grammes which are aimed at giving skills 
and crafts to them. For instance, we have 
Education for Empowerment (E4E); Local 
Government Entrepreneurial/skills acquisi-
tion training etc. Abia State is the first state 
in Nigeria to have a home grown and drawn 
up Youth Development Policy. This docu-
ment spells out the rights and obligations 
of the youth. The demands it should make 
on government and the rights to be allowed 
to participate in government especially 
in matters relating to youth development. 
Also, the state government has maximise 
the window of job creation activated by the 
Federal Government through N-Power by 
making sure that Abia youths registered en 
masse for the programme.

ABGRASOD and unveiling of the first phase of kids 
at the Umuahia Township Stadium. An interna-
tional sports summit on Thursday 16th February 
2017 at Michael Okpara’s Auditorium Umuahia), 
is expected to come next. BDSUNDAY gathered 
that the scheme kick-starts with Grassroots’ 
Sports Developmental Stages (Training of Trainers 
Programme, Catch them young Programme; and 
Inter-Sectoral and Inter-LGA Sports Competitions) 
plus an Impact Assessment and Development of 
ABGRASOD Report.

ABGRASOD begins with initial focus on ado-
lescents between the age brackets of 11 – 15 years. 
Nwangaga said: “It is our desire to re-institution-
alise the school sports system and competitions. 
This will go a long way to enhance sporting 
activities in our primary and secondary schools. 
We will also liaise with Ministry of Education to 
ensure that every school in Abia State has good 
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sports equipment and instructors that will boost 
sporting activities in all the schools. We will bring 
in private sector participation to achieve this quest.”

 Commissioner for Sports, Nwanganga speaks
 What is the role of the Ministry of Sports in 

this project? 
Already, I have given a clearer analysis of the 

project. It is my Ministry’s project having decided 
to collaborate with Praik-Applied Ventures (Ni-
geria) on it. Abia State Ministry of Sports is fully 
involved in the ABGRASOD. The desk office is in 
my Ministry likewise the project secretary in the 
person of C. O. T. Ucheaga is a staff of my Ministry.

 What are the chances of its success?
 I believe in ABGRASOD and I know that the 

project has the utmost chance of success. I also 
believe in the intellectual and technical capabilities 
of the project director of ABGRASOD (Kalu, Prince-
Iroha) who is also the Lead Consultant. I know that 
considering all the variables as outlined by the 
Steering Committee of ABGRASOD it will be one 
of the best things that have happened to sports 
development not just in Abia State, but in Nigeria 
and Africa as a continent. 

How is funding guaranteed? 
The project is a private sector funding initia-

tives, thus the onus lies on the Steering Committee 
to device worthy apparatus to generate revenue to 
fund the it. As I was told by the Project Director, 
there is an agreement with a media consulting 
firm (Silver News and Media Agency Limited) to 
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I
nfrastructure development is 
critical to achieving human 
cap i t a l  d e ve l o p m e nt  i n 
any society. The economic 
impact that infrastructure 

improvement has on nation building 
cannot be over-emphasised. The 
growth of any country’s economy 
hugely depends on the status of its 
infrastructure. The dearth of needed 
infrastructure in a given society 
places serious limitation on human 
capital development.

It is, perhaps, in view of its crucial 
role to achieving rapid economic 
growth that advanced nations of 
the world commit huge investment 
to infrastructural development. 
J.F. Kennedy, a former President of 
the United States of America, USA, 
once put the relationship between 
infrastructure development and 
economic prosperity into a proper 
perspective when he affirmed that: 
“America has good roads, not because 
America is rich, but America is rich 
because it has good roads”.

According to the World Bank, every 
1% of government funds spent on 
infrastructure leads to an equivalent 
1% increase in Gross Domestic Product 

Addressing Nigeria’s infrastructure deficit
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(GDP), which invariably means that there 
is a correlation between any meaningful 
inputs in infrastructure development 
which reflects on economic growth, 
indices, hence the value of infrastructure 
cannot be underplayed.

In a struggling economy like ours, 
economic development can be 
further facilitated and hastened 
by  t h e  ava i lab i l i t y  o f  n e e d e d 
infrastructure. If these facilities 
and ser vices are not in place, 
development will be slow and full of 
obstacles. Sadly, this is the stage that 
we are in Nigeria. It is, therefore, not 
surprising that the rate of economic 
growth and development I our 
country is not appreciable. This, 
indeed, is part of the reasons while 
ours remain a monolithic economy 
that is hugely dependent on crude oil 
since independence. It is our inability 
to develop critical infrastructure in the 
country that hugely account for such sad 
development.

According to National Bureau 
of Statistics (NBS), over the last 
decade, Nigeria’s infrastructure 
spending contributed a 1.9 percent 
(approximately $4 billion) per annum to 
GDP. The recommendation of the Asian 
Development Bank in the KPMG report 
is that in order for a developing country 
to sustain growth and development, not 
less than 6 percent of GDP should be 
invested on infrastructure.  According 
to a CBN figure, Nigeria is currently 
investing about 7 percent of GDP on 
infrastructure, which is above the average 

for Sub-Saharan Africa. However, there is 
the need to increase this figure to at least 
12 percent of the GDP.

Presently, our nation faces dire 
economic reality as a result of dwindling 
global price of crude oil which is the 
mainstay of our national economy. 
There have been talks on the need to 
diversify the economy by focusing on 
other sectors such as agriculture, Small 
Scale Enterprise, extractive industry 
among others. With the dearth of a 
well crafted intermodal transportation 
mode in the country, the road remains 
our major and most pragmatic means 
of transportation. With the sad neglect 
of strategic infrastructure in the country 
over the years, our desire for the 
diversification of the economy might 
be nothing but a mere hallucination.

To put the Nigerian economy 
on the lane to speedy recovery and 
growth, all tiers of governments must 
be immediately committed to a 
result-driven programme that would 
make infrastructure development a 
top priority. Diversifying the Nigerian 
economy will require huge investments 
in infrastructure and the federal 
government identified this as a major 
priority in the 2016 budget, increasing 
capital expenditure by 223% to N1.8 
trillion (~US$9.05 billion). This amount 
accounts for 30% of the total 2016 budget 
compared with ~11% (N557 billion) of 
the total 2015 budget.

As things stand, Nigeria will not 
be able to sustain her current levels 
of population and economic growth 
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without enhancing her infrastructure. 
Investing in infrastructure will drive 
economic growth, provide jobs and 
deliver vital services to the country and 
the majority of its citizens. According 
to the World Economic Forum, every 
investment expended on infrastructure 
development in areas such as, power, 
public transportation, the environment, 
security and telecommunications, 
generates an economic return of 5% 
to 25%.

The centrality of infrastructure to 
the growth of the Nigerian economy 
demands for a fruitful partnership 
between the public and private sectors. 
While all tiers of governments continue 
to work on much needed policies, plans 
and programmes that will properly 
articulate infrastructure development 
blueprint for the country, the private 
sector must equally be ready to efficiently 
exploit available opportunities for 
investment in infrastructure.

To put the nation in good stead in 
terms of economic development and 
growth, there is must be a conscious 
effort to work towards better planning, 
stronger technical partnerships and 
inventive as well as strategic plans for 
financing infrastructure needs across 
the country.

There is no better time to invest in 
Nigeria’s infrastructure and no better 
time to contribute to the diversification 
of the Nigerian economy than this 
moment. If we are to put the Nigerian 
economy on a stronger footing, this 
remains a major way forward.



CommentSend 800word comments to comment@businessdayonline.com
comment is free

I
n today’s interdependent 
global  economy,  Afr ica 
remains a  weak l ink.  I f 
the world is to achieve the 
Sustainable Development 

Goals, thereby completing the 
United Nations 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development, it 
must help Africa accelerate its 
development by promoting rapid 
and responsible industrialization.

Africa is by no means destined 
to lag behind the rest of the world 
economy. On the contrary, it could 
easily become a global economic 
powerhouse – and within the 
next decade. But, to fulfill  its 
economic potential, Africa must 
industrialize.

The importance of this has 
b e e n  s t re s s e d  re p e at e d l y  at 
recent  international  forums, 
including last  August’s  Sixth 
Tokyo International Conference 
on African Development (TICAD 
VI) ,  and the G20 summit  in 
Hangzhou, China, the following 
month. For the first time, the G20 
placed industrialization in Africa 

Visionary voices
Africa’s decade of Industrialization
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– and all of the Least Developed 
Countries (LDCs) – on its agenda. 
The African Union’s Agenda 2063 
also supports this drive.

T h e  r e c e n t  U N  G e n e r a l 
Assembly resolution declaring 
2016-2025 the Third Industrial 
Development Decade for Africa is 
yet another push in this direction. 
The organization that I represent, 
the UN Industrial Development 
Organization (UNIDO), has been 
tasked with operationalizing and 
leading the implementation of the 
concomitant program, including 
mobilizing the needed resources.

All of these declarations and 
commitments are an important 
first step. But they will mean 
little unless they are translated 
i n t o  c o n c re t e  a n d  e f f e c t i v e 
action that advances African 
industrialization, creates jobs, 
a n d  f o s t e r s  i n c l u s i v e  a n d 
sustainable economic growth 
and development. The question 
is how.

The short answer is money 
and action. We must challenge 
the international community and 
development partners to back 
their words with real financial 
commitments. And we must build 
partnerships to operationalize 
programs that will enable Africa 
to become the world’s next main 
engine of economic growth.

skills training is imperative to 
facilitate successful and lasting 
industrialization. By understanding 
and drawing on proven innovations 
from around the world, Africa 
could leapfrog more developed 
countries technologically, building 
the capacity to produce more 
sophisticated, higher-value goods.

Knowledge of other countries’ 
experiences will also help Africa 
to avoid the pitfalls of unbridled 
industrialization – particularly 
environmental damage. Africa 
must ensure that its industrial-
development strategy includes 
effective environmental safeguards.

A f r i c a  i s  w e l l  p l a c e d  t o 
industrialize. Beyond its massive 
natural-resource endowments, 
the continent has a favorable 
demographic profile (its rapidly 
growing population means that it 
will soon have the world’s largest 
workforce) and high urbanization 
rates. It also benefits from a highly 
educated diaspora.

But industrialization is never 
automatic. Governments must 
step up to address market failures, 
while planning, implementing, 
and enforcing industrial policies 
that address the shortcomings 
of previous ineffective versions. 
They must then institutionalize 
these new policies in national and 
regional development strategies.

To  suc c e e d,  g overn ments 
will  need adequate capacity, 
competence, and legitimacy to 
mobilize and interact with all 
stakeholders, thereby creating an 
attractive investment climate. The 
necessary reforms will open the way 
for public-private partnerships, 
which can provide investment 
for infrastructure development 
and maintenance.  They w il l 
also facilitate cooperation with 
international organizations and 
development finance institutions, 
which can provide additional 
funds, while helping countries to 
upgrade their productive capacity.

 A recent report, prepared for the 
Hangzhou G20 Summit, features a 
number of recommendations 
for Africa. It suggests support 
for agriculture and agribusiness 
development and linking them 
with other sectors, as well as 
measures to boost resilience to 
price shocks. Furthermore, the 
report emphasizes the need to 
deepen, broaden, and update the 
local knowledge base, invest in 
energy- and material-resource 
efficiency, and promote green 
technologies and industries. Other 
recommendations relate to trade 
and regional integration, leveraging 
domestic and external finance, and 
promoting what it calls the “New 
Industrial Revolution.”
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Such programs must recognize 
and tackle the acute challenges 
the continent faces. The economic 
growth experienced in recent 
decades has not been structurally 
dr iven,  sustainable,  or  ful ly 
inclusive. Indeed, growth rates 
vary widely across the continent, 
and not all Africans are benefiting. 
Though the middle class in Africa 
has expanded markedly in recent 
years, generating a consumer boom 
and boosting domestic investment, 
many people still struggle to make 
a living. Unemployment rates are 
high, especially for young people 
and women – a reality that drives 
many Africans to head north.

To keep them home, Africa’s 
economies must move beyond 
p ro d u c i n g  raw  mat e r i a l s  t o 
build dynamic and competitive 
ma nu f a c t u r i ng  s e c t o r s  w i t h 
higher value added. Here, Africa 
must draw on the opportunities 
presented by participation in 
global and regional value chains. 
New and innovative industrial-
development strategies, as well 
as carefully tailored measures to 
attract foreign direct investment, 
must be introduced.

Of course, to develop such 
s t r a t e g i e s  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t e 
effectively in industrial value 
chains, Africans need knowledge. 
Investment in education and 

February 6 of every year has since 
2003 been designated by the 
United Nation as the International 

Day of Zero Tolerance to Female Genital 
Mutilation (FGM). Countries across the 
world have continued to commemorate 
the day through a range of activities 
aimed at putting an end to the brutal 
and gruesome procedure that is 
considered as a violation of person’s 
right to health, security and physical 
integrity as well as the right to be free 
from torture and the right to life when 
the procedure results in death.

World Health Organization, WHO, 
defined female genital mutilation as 
all procedures that involve partial or 
total removal of the external genitalia 
or other injury to the female genital 
organ for non-medical reasons. It 
is a practice whose origin and 
significance is shrouded in ambiguity 
and mystification. Its origin is also 
fraught with controversy, either as 
an initiation ceremony of young 
girls into womanhood or to ensure 
virginity. It is erroneously seen as 
“Calming” of woman’s personality and 
a form of cultural identity, which is an 

Female genital mutilation and women’s right
ethnic initiation into adulthood. This 
dangerous tradition and women’s right 
violation has been so widespread that 
it could not have risen from a single 
origin.

Though still practiced in more 
than 28 countries in Africa and a few 
scattered communities worldwide, the 
burden of FGM is seen in Nigeria, Egypt, 
Mali, Eritrea, Sudan, Central African 
Republic, and Northern part of Ghana 
where it has been an old traditional 
and cultural practice of various ethnic 
groups. FGM is also said to persist 
amongst immigrant populations living 
in Western Europe, North America, 
Australia and New Zealand,

Nigeria has the highest absolute 
number of female genital mutilation 
worldwide, accounting for about 
one-quarter of the estimated 115-130 
million circumcised women in the 
world. The Nigeria Demographic and 
Health Survey (NDHS) 2013 showed 
a prevalence of FGM among adult 
women by geopolitical zone to be 
highest in the South-West with 56.9 per 
cent; South-East 40.8 per cent; South-
South 34.7 per cent; North-Central 9.6 
per cent; North-East 1.3 per cent; and 
North-West 0.4 per cent. As reported 
in the NDHS, 45 out of every 100 adult 
women living in Lagos State for instance 
have undergone FGM at one time or 
another. This is largely due to migration 
from those states where the prevalence 
is much higher.

 It is ironical that the southern states 
that have higher literacy levels are also 
the most involved in this primitive 

undertaken by local birth attendants 
or untrained “surgeons” using crude 
and un-sterilized instruments. It is 
reported that FGM victims go through 
extremely painful menstrual periods 
when they reach puberty and painful 
sex in marriage. Given these facts, FGM 
constitutes violence against women and 
it is about time it is stoutly resisted and 
completely eradicated.

While Nigerian government, in 
the last decade, has recognized the 
practice of female genital mutilation as 
harmful and has embarked on corrective 
measures aimed at addressing the end 
of the practice through the formulation 
of policies/programmes, legislation and 
behavioural change, the practice is still 
common.

 FGM is contrary to Child Rights 
Law of 2004, the 1999 constitution 
and other document including the 
Violence Against Persons (Prohibition) 
Act 2015, banning the practice of FGM 
signed by former Nigerian president, Dr 
Goodluck Jonathan in May 2015. Major 
challenges have emerged regarding 
the enforcement of the Law, with some 
claiming that the illegality of the practice 
has served to push it underground.

 Now, where do we go from here? The 
way forward is usage of communication 
for development. There is need to 
resort to and prioritize reverse flow 
of communication.  People should 
be ready to change their behaviour 
when they understand the hazards and 
indignity of harmful practices and when 
they realize that it is possible to give up 
harmful practices without giving up 

meaningful aspects of their culture.
 To stem the tide of this evil practice, 

governments at various level should work 
with and empower the custodians of the 
people’s culture and tradition, faith-
based organizations, teachers, youth 
groups, women group and town union 
executives among other stakeholders. 
Empowerment in this context is in 
form of effective communication and 
sharing of strategies that will allow 
the social actors and custodians of 
custom and religion to be in a position 
to educate their people on the evils of 
FGM. Perhaps, what the law could not 
achieve, enlightenment will do.

 As it was done in the case of polio 
eradication, state governments must 
pursue FGM eradication with equal 
vigour. States and Local Governments 
should urgently revive the primary 
health care system and eliminate the 
local, untrained mutilators who use 
unsanitary tools to harm our girls in the 
name of circumcision. Elimination of 
local and untrained mutilators however 
requires provision of alternative source 
of livelihood.

Parents and guardians should be 
enlightened on the fact that FGM has no 
single health benefit, except condemning 
women to sexual frustration and other 
such hazards when married.

On a final note, if we are to eliminate 
FGM, a multi-disciplinary approach 
involving legislation, partnership 
between States and communities, 
professional health organizations, 
women empowerment and public 
sensitization must be fully embraced.

socio-cultural practice. Reasons range 
from a belief that it reduces sexual desire 
and promiscuity; promotes chastity and 
helps young ladies attract husbands 
early. It is also wrongly ascribed to 
religious beliefs and traditional norms 
of female rites of adulthood.

 To discerning minds, promiscuity 
largely stems from orientation and 
societal values.  So, knowledge about 
the issue could help people make 
logical decision. As of now, much of the 
accumulated knowledge about FGM 
and fistula indicates that FGM and 
fistula have negative health implications. 
Medical experts and studies by WHO, 
UNICEF and other world bodies assert 
that, unlike male circumcision, FGM has 
no medical benefits whatsoever.

 On the other hand, UN Population 
Fund affirms that “FGM does irreparable 
harm. It can result in death through 
severe bleeding, pain and trauma 
and overwhelming infections.” WHO 
adds that it also results in problems 
with urinating, could cause cysts, 
infections, infertility and complications 
in childbirth. “Women with FGM are 
significantly more likely than those 
without FGM to have adverse obstetrics 
outcomes including: Prolonged or 
obstructed labour, obstetric fistula, 
postpartum (after delivery) hemorrhage 
and extended maternal hospital stay.

 For the infants, young girls and 
women who are subjected to the 
dehumanizing practice; it is routinely 
traumatic and has been linked to cervical 
cancer, a major killer of Nigerian women.  
At the same time, it is more often also 
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T
h e  I g b o  o f 
South-eastern 
Nigeria have 
a saying that 
if you want to 

understand the severity 
of the illness that b e-
fell the monkey, all you 
have to do is look at the 
mouth of its brother the 
baboon that blew the fire 
for it while it was on a 
sickbed.

By the same token, if 
you want to understand 
how sick the Nigerian 
economy is, just buy a 
N50 Gala sausage roll. 
Take a close look at your 
little finger and you may 
well have seen the cur-
rent size of this widely-
consumed sausage roll, 
and other brands like it. 
Someone says it’s suffer-
ing from kwashiokor.

To be fair, the makers 
are not to blame. They 
are merely responding to 
the economic exigencies 
of the time.

“This economic reces-
sion has affected us in so 
many ways, especially 
with profitability. Cost 
of production has gone 
up. Our N50 gala is now 
s m a l l e r  b e c a u s e  c o n-

Metaphors of a sick economy
sumers say they must 
pay N50. To remain in 
the market, we had to 
reduce the size of our 
sausage roll,” Joan Ihek-
waba, general marketing 
m a n a g e r,  UA C  Fo o d s 
Limited, said in October.

But it is not only sau-
sage rolls that are affect-
ed. 60cl PET bottles of 
Coke, Fanta, Sprite, Mir-
inda, 7up, Pepsi, Teem 
Bitter Lemon, etc have 
all disappeared, replaced 
by 50cl bottles. Likewise, 
Beloxxi crackers biscuit 
now has two sticks in 
a pack instead of four; 
Parle-G glucose biscuit 
has nine sticks instead 
of 12; Newbisco coasters 
biscuit has four sticks 
instead of five;  Nas c o 
biscuit has reduced its 
50g digestive biscuit to 
48g. The list is endless.

In worship places, de-
spite the best of efforts 
of preachers, the offer-
ing boxes are no longer 
filling up.

In e ducation,  i t ’ s  a 
mixed experience. One 
thing is clear, though: 
many private schools are 
struggling. Some parents 
are withdrawing their 
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children from private 
schools, where the fees 
are exorbitant, to more 
affordable ones, while 
some others are head-
ing straight to  public 
schools. The adversely 
affected ones have kept 
their children at home 
pending when situation 
improves.  But private 
universities are gaining 
as many parents whose 
children are studying 
in universities abroad 
can no longer afford to 
pay dollar-denominated 
school fees with a weak-
ened naira. As such, their 
children are returning to 
mostly Nigerian private 
universities.

To assist parents in 
paying their children’s 
school fees, commercial 
banks have structured 
s o m e  l o a n  p a c k a g e s . 
D iamond Bank offers 
D iamond Scho ol  Fe es 
Loan of up to N2m at a 
discounted interest of 
19 percent p.a. GTBank 
asks parents to take ad-
vantage of the GTBank 
Back-To-School package, 
namely,  paying “your 
child’s school fees using 
your Naira Mastercard 

and GTCollection plat-
form”; “Smart Kids Save 
Account, a flexible sav-
ings account designed 
for children between 0 
and 17 with high inter-
est rates”; and “GTBank 
School Fees Advance”, 
which gives you access 
to “c omp etitive cre dit 
to help pay tuition fees 
for your children up to 
3 times a year”.

There are many oth-
ers like this. And they 
all sound great. But the 
challenge is not in get-
t ing the loan,  i t  is  in 
paying back. Some par-
ents with strong earning 
capacity may go for it 
because they can eas-
ily pay back if the re-
payment plan is really 
as “convenient” as pre-
sented. But many won’t, 
the simple reason being 
that their income can-
not sustain any repay-
ment plan,  no matter 
h o w  m a g n a n i m o u s l y 
structure d,  and there 
are several other needs 
b egging for attention. 
And those who have lost 
their jobs, or those who 
are not even sure of the 
job they have, how can 
they pay back?

In housing, those who 
know say occupants of 
res idential  hous es  in 
many highbrow areas 
a re  va c at i n g  t o  l o w -
priced areas, mounting 
immens e pressure on 
these “poor man’s” areas.

I n  u r b a n  m a r ke t s , 
many traders are chang-
ing their lines of busi-
ness or shutting down 
outright. Many import-

ers can’t import again. 
W h e re  i s  t h e  d o l l a r ? 
M a n y  f a m i l i e s  h a v e 
run away from trouble 
by simply relocating to 
the village. Some who 
travelled home for the 
Christmas and New Year 
celebrations haven’t re-
turned to the city. Are 
you waiting for them to 
come back? Pipedream. 
They have left your city 
for good. Life is cheaper 
in the village.

So, never mind that 
bushes are stil l  b eing 
cleared and people are 
digging the ground to 
plant blocks like seeds 
t h a t  g e r m i n a t e  i n t o 
magnificent mansions. 
The other day someone 
drew my attention to 
the new buildings that 
are springing up in the 
Lekki-Ajah axis of Lagos, 
despite the biting eco-
nomic hardship. Never 
mind that.

Also, never mind that 
car dealers haven’t all 
closed shop and cars are 
still being bought; never 
mind that airlines are 
sti l l  in op eration and 
sti l l  enjoying patron-
a g e  –  n e ve r  m i n d  a l l 
that. Even in a recession, 
there will still be pockets 
of prosperity here and 
there; some people will 
still  make money, but 
that’s an insignificant 
percentage. The gener-
ality of Nigerian masses 
are wallowing in the pit 
of hell.

And while this is hap-
pening, the country is 
adrift ,  with no s ens e 
of direction. Nigerians 

T
hough it could be 
argued that there 
c a n  b e  g r o w t h 
without develop-

ment, it is difficult in the 
case of the mortgage mar-
ket in Nigeria that there is 
any form of growth not to 
talk of development.

It requires great effort 
and extra-ordinary rea-
soning to convince any-
body that there has really 
been a shift from point A 
to point B in the mortgage 
market operations in the 
country given the frus-
tration among those who 
dared to seek mortgage 
loans in the past three to 
five years.

Owning a home is still a 
dream for many Nigerians 
despite a recent revela-
tion by mortgage industry 
op erators that the size 
of the mortgage market 
has, in the past six years, 
grown about 48 percent 
to N518.76 billion in 2016, 
up from N284 billion in 
2010. This can only be a 
hoax because, if growth 
stil l  means increas e in 
size or height, it would be 
difficult not to see or feel 
its impact.

For Nigeria’s 170 mil-

the true position of the 
NHF and EDL loan de-
fault, saying, “some of the 
loans to PMBs were given 
some five to six years ago 
when our memb ership 
of the mortgage banking 
association (MBAN) was 
over 80 PMBs. Now we are 
less than 40 as many that 
could not scale the capi-
talisation huddle either 
merged, were acquired or 
changed operations.

“It is possible that much 
of the debt we are talking 
about resides with mort-
gage banks that are no 
longer mortgage banks in 
the real sense of the word; 
and you cannot, because 
of that, say the genuine 
ones that are doing their 
legitimate business are 
defaulting in loans they 
never took”, they added.

lion people, there are only 
13.7million housing units 
and 11.5 million units out 
of this number are rented 
while only 5 percent of the 
entire stock is currently 
financed with a mortgage, 
meaning that 95 percent of 
this stock is self-built.

Following the central 
bank of Nigeria (CBN) re-
vised operational guide-
lines, the primary mort-
gage banks (PMBs) were 
recapitalised, raising their 
capital base from the stat-
utory N100 million to N2.5 
billion for those operating 
regionally and N5 billion 
for those licensed to op-
erate nationally. This ap-
parently created relative 
liquidity in the industry.

But,  in spite of this , 
many home seekers that 
applied for home finance 
t h r o u g h  t h e  N at i o n a l 
Housing Fund (NHF) have 
b e en left wallowing in 
t h e  d a r k .  T h e  Fe d e ra l 
Mortgage Bank of Nigeria 
(FMBN) which supervises 
the operations of the fund 
has told the world ex-
plained recently that it has 
in its books a loan repay-
ment default on NHF and 
Estate Development Loan 

(EDL) taken by PMBs and 
real estate developers  to-
taling N70 billion.

The loan, it disclosed, 
comprises unremitted eq-
uity c ontributions c ol-
lected by the PMBs from 
the housing loan seekers 
who applied for NHF, and 
also loans granted to estate 
develop ers through its 
estate development loan 
scheme.

Richard Esin, Acting 
M a n a g i n g  D i re c t o r  o f 
FMBN has allege d that 
s ome PMBs which ob -
tained funds for mortgage 
finances, for on-lending to 
qualified NHF contribu-
tors, declined to disburse 
the funds to the appli-
cants, disclosing the call 
by the apex bank on the 
Economic and Financial 
Crimes Commission (EFCC) 
to wade into the debts 
owed it, especially misap-
propriated contributory 
funds under NHF.

When this  is  plac e d 
side-by-side with a recent 
report on the PMBs inabil-
ity to pay their premium, 
it becomes very difficult 
to understand where the 
growth in the size of the 
market has really taken 

place.
Analysts say the in-

ability of the PMBs to pay 
their premium is critical as 
each depositor in a mort-
gage bank is only insured 
to the tune of N500,000, 
meaning that in the event 
of collapse of the sector, 
customers would be in for 
trouble.

The Nigeria D ep osit 
Insuranc e Commission 
(NDIC), the insurer, says its 
capacity to sustain efforts 
at ensuring that insured 
institutions are put on the 
part of sustainable growth 
and development depends 
largely on the premium 
contribution, which is an 
amount paid periodically 
by the mortgage banks for 
covering their risk.

Umaru Ibrahim, man-
aging director of NDIC, 
was quoted recently as 
saying that the inability of 
as many as 15 PMBs to pay 
the insurance premium as 
at December 2016 was an 
unfortunate situation ca-
pable of putting customers 
at higher risk.

The housing market 
has seen a contraction in 
access following a 31.8 per-
cent decline in loans and 

advances from the PMBs. 
The loans and advances 
extended by these PMBs 
declined significantly by 
31.87 percent to N168.96 
billion in 2015 while un-
paid premium from nine 
of these banks amounted 
to N238.30 million the 
same year.

Though operators have 
attributed these develop-
ments to the e c onomic 
downturn which has, in 
the past 18-24 months, 
b e en the bane of most 
businesses and the econ-
omy at large, it does not 
detract from the fact that 
mortgage as an easy road 
to homeownership is still 
a fledgling in this country.

Some of the operators 
have, painfully though, 
explained what they call 

are sp e culative ab out 
the whereab outs  and 
true state of health of 
their president. The ru-
mour mill is booming. 
Some say dead, others 
say alive. No evidence 
to prove either. The man 
in the eye of the storm 
is dead silent. No word. 
Among his men, there 
seems to be an oath of 
s e c r e c y.  W h e n  t h e y 
open their mouths, it’s 
to pour shit on suffering 
Nigerians, in their char-
acteristic devil-may-care 
manner. After all, what 
will the masses do? 

W e  h e a r  N o r t h e r n 
elders and politicians are 
in secret meetings. Is this 
true? We don’t  know. 
If so, to what end? We 
don’t know. But there’s 
apprehension. It’s déjà 
vu. Everyone remembers 
the Yar’Adua saga – that 
obnoxious tale of an am-
bitious wife, a scheming 
cabal and an ailing presi-
dent. And innuendoes 
are flying about.

Meanwhile ,  on the 
other side of the Niger, 
two brother governors 
are locking horns, drag-
ging each other’s name 
in the mud. One has a 
verifiable track record 
of  p erformanc e,  b oth 
in and outside of gov-
ernment;  the other,  a 
perennial debtor to civil 
servants and pension-
ers, makes empty boasts 
about how he was a bil-
lionaire before coming to 
power. But my question 
is  this :  the B iafra we 
seek, is this how we will 
live in it?

The hoax called mortgage market growth Talking Mortgage
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President Trump’s immigration 
ban: a two-edged sword

Sunday 05 February 2017 SUNDAYBD 23C002D5556

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE

W
h e n  U n i t e d 
S t at e s  P re s i -
d e n t  D o n a l d 
J o h n  Tr u m p 
vowed during 

his inauguration on January 
2 0  t o  p ut  A m e r i c a  f i r s t  i n 
every approach, none, except 
p e r h a p s  t h o s e  i n  h i s  i n n e r 
circle, had a clue what exactly 
the real estate mogul intended 
to do to “make America great 
again”.

B ut  t h e  A m e r i c a n  P re s i -
dent’s executive orders signed 
on January 27 have seen him 
grow from an ‘underdog’ Re-
publican presidential nominee 
to  the bulldog of  American 
p o l i t i c s  w h o  w o u l d  s t o p  at 
nothing to protect Americans.

The executive orders estab-
lished new vetting procedures 
fo r  s o m e  fo re i g n  n at i o n a l s 
seeking to enter the US and a 
ban on seven countries (Iraq, 
Syria, Iran, Sudan, Libya, So-
malia and Yemen), including 
refugees, from entering the US 
for the next 90 days, and for 
the U.S. Secretary of State to 
review application and screen-
ing process.

The executive orders, which 
h e  s a i d  a re  a  m e a s u re  t h at 
would prevent terrorists from 
b eing admitte d into the US, 
also affect Green Card holders, 
sparking protests across the 
US and states, like California, 
making their intention to leave 
the US known to government.

Trump als o  state d in  the 
order that refugees should be 
prioritize d for entry on the 
basis of religious persecution, 
provided that the religion of 
the individual is a minority 
religion.

A Nigerian journalist who 
was a student of the presti-
g i o u s  C o l u mb i a  U n i ve r s i t y, 
New York, opined that the im-
migration ban will in the long 
run do more harm to America 
a n d  A m e r i c a n s  t h a n  g o o d , 
s inc e  immigration and fre e 
s o ciety are the twin fabrics 
that distinguish America from 
Europe and other parts of the 
world.

“In the short term, Ameri-
cans will be able to have more 
a c c e s s  t o  j o b s ,  s i n c e  t h e re 
would not be migrants strug-
gling for jobs with them during 
the stipulated period. That is 
the only benefit I foresee. But 
in the long run, America will 
pay dearly for it because its 
citizens in foreign lands will 
als o b e either s ent packing, 
l ike Iran has threatene d,  or 
disrespected, particularly in 
the s even l iste d c ountries ,” 
said the journalist, who pre-
fers anonymity.

“The ban also doesn’t make 
any s ens e in terms of  what 
Americans stand to lose: over 
4 0  p e r c e n t  o f  s t u d e n t s  i n 
America, both at the under-
graduate and p ost-graduate 
l e ve l s ,  a re  fo re i g n e r s .  T h e 
likes of Mark Zuckerberg, the 
founder of Facebook, who is a 
Jew, and Sundar Pichai, CEO 
of Google, who is an Indian, 
a re  a l l  c o n t r i b ut i n g  t o  t h e 
American economy. America’s 
mu l t i n at i o n a l  c o r p o rat i o n s 
are all over the world and by 
the time these countries start Donald Trump

t a k i n g  d ra s t i c  m e a s u re s  i n 
their own interest like Trump 
is  doing,  America’s  interest 
will  b e badly hurt ,”  he told 
BDSUNDAY.

H a s s a n  Ro u h a n i ,  I ra n i a n 
President, also holds the same 
view on America’s future with 
the rest of the world.

“Donald Trump is  new to 
politics and still has a lot to 
learn. He has been in a differ-
ent world. It ’s a totally new 
environment to him. It  will 
take him a long time and will 
c ost the Unite d States a lot, 
until he learns what is happen-
ing in the world,” he said at a 
space technology conference 
in Tehran.

Earlier, Javad Zarif,  Iran’s 
Fo re i g n  M i n i s t e r,  h a d  s a i d 

after the executive order was 
signed that Donald Trump’s de-
cision to ban arrivals from sev-
en Muslim-majority countries 
was “a great gift to extremists”, 
as Tehran takes retaliatory ac-
tion on US passport holders.

“Collective discrimination 
aids terrorist recruitment by 
deepening faultlines exploited 
by extremist demagogues to 
swell their ranks. This shows 
baselessness of the US claims 
of friendship with the Iranian 
people,” he posted on Twitter 
early last Sunday. 

But Sunnie Amojor, presi-
dent, TotalMan Fellow, a non-
profit men leadership organ-
isation, said anyone in their 
right s ens es will  know that 
the step President Trump was 

taking to address Islamic ter-
rorism was the right one, no 
matter how unpopular the ban 
may seem at the moment.

H e  s a i d  rat h e r  t h a n  c r u -
cify the new American leader, 
world leaders should be telling 
refuge es  from war-ravage d 
Islamic nations to flee to same 
religious c ountries like Iran 
and Saudi Arabia, where they 
can easily fit in and continue 
with their religion.

“ M u s t  y o u  g o  t o  A m e r i -
ca  when your leaders  have 
p l u n g e d  yo u r  c o u n t r y  i n t o 
c h a o s ?  I f  A m e r i c a  s ay s  w e 
don’t want refugees for now 
and want to ratify its relation-
ship with the rest of the world, 
why see any problem with it? 
Thes e refuge es should go to 

Saudi Arabia, which is a rich 
Muslim country. According to 
available information, Saudi 
Arabia can absorb up to 4,000 
refugees into its system com-
fortably,” he said.

“Mind you, it is not an indef-
inite ban but for three months. 
The ban and restriction is not 
against Muslims p er s e,  but 
finding a new way to tackle 
Islamic terrorism. Let us b e 
sincere, 100 percent of terror-
ist attacks on American s oil 
and elsewhere are carried out 
by Islamic extremists or those 
they have successfully indoc-
trinated. So, Donald Trump is 
also taking extreme measure to 
deal with it,” he told BDSUNDAY.

He submitted that President 
Trump’s immigration policy was 
the best thing to have happened to 
America’s homeland security, and 
that any country dealing with ter-
ror threat, particularly the West, 
that was yet to take such extreme 
step can never be successful in the 
fight against Islamic terrorism.

“The truth of the matter is 
that some of these countries 
are not helping matters. If you 
go to Muslim c ountries ,  for 
instance, you are expected to 
dress to suit their religion and 
observe strict restriction. But 
when they visit the West, they 
still want to wear hijab and talk 
about religious freedom; build 
mosques everywhere,” he said.

“But is there religious free-
dom in the s even c ountries 
Donald Trump placed restric-
tion on? Are Christians not per-
secuted and executed in these 
c ountries?  President Trump 
should focus on the work he 
is  doing and get it  done.  He 
should not allow himself to be 
distracted,” he said.

FromOtherLand

Donald Trump
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Is it Africa’s turn to head WHO?

W
hen the World Health 
Organisation’s 194-mem-
ber states convene in Ge-
neva in May for the global 
health agency’s annual 

general meeting, the World Health Assem-
bly, one of three candidates shortlisted by 
the Executive Board on January 25 will be 
elected to succeed Dr. Margaret Chan as the 
eighth director-general of the agency.

Chan’s second term of office ends June 30. 
By law, directors-general can only serve two 
five-year terms. Chan, China’s nomination 
for the job, served a little longer because her 
predecessor, J.W. Lee of South Korea, died 
before his term ended.

Last September, six candidates were nom-
inated for the position by the WHO member 
states – four Europeans, one African, and one 
South Asian.

Out of this list, Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghe-
breyesus from Ethiopia, Dr. Sania Nishtar 
from Pakistan, and Dr. David Nabarro from 
Britain have made the final shortlist.

Dr. Flavia Bustreo of Italy, a WHO as-
sistant director-general, and France’s Dr. 
Philippe Douste-Blazy were knocked out at 
the January 25 voting. Dr. Miklós Szócska of 
Hungary had been dropped earlier on Janu-
ary 24 to bring the number of contenders to 
five. Below are the three candidates. 

Tedros Ghebreyesus; age: 51
Dr. Ghebreyesus is the only non-physi-

cian among the candidates. He completed his 
undergraduate studies in Biology at Asmara 
University in 1986, obtained a Master of 
Science degree in Immunology of Infectious 
Diseases from the University of London in 
1992, and holds a PhD in Community Health 
from the University of Nottingham in 2000.

Over three decades, Dr. Ghebreyesus has 
been a distinguished leader who has saved 
and improved lives in Africa and around 
the world. A globally recognised expert and 
author on health issues, including health 
workforce strengthening, emergency re-
sponses to epidemics, and malaria, he has 
been co-chair, Partnership for Maternal, 
Newborn and Child Health Board, chair, 
Roll Back Malaria Partnership Board, chair, 
Global Fund to Fights AIDS, Tuberculosis and 
Malaria Board, Ethiopia’s minister of health 
as well as minister of foreign affairs.

An entry on him on Wikipedia says that 
as head of the Tigray Regional Health Bureau 
from 2001, Dr. Ghebreyesus was credited 
with making a 22.3 percent reduction in 
AIDS prevalence in the region, and a 68.5 
percent reduction in meningitis cases; over-
saw a campaign to improve ICT access that 
installed computers and internet connectiv-
ity to most of the region’s hospitals and clin-
ics, whereas they had not been connected 
before; increased health care staffing by 50 
percent; raised immunization for measles to 
98 percent of all children and total immunisa-
tion for all children under 12 months to 74 
percent; increased the percentage of govern-
ment funding for the Tigray Regional Health 
Bureau to 65 percent, with foreign donors’ 
percentage falling to 35 percent; and overall, 
provided health care services within 10 km 
for 68.5 percent of the population.

His reforms as health minister trans-
formed Ethiopia’s health system to expand 
quality care and access to tens of millions of 
Ethiopians, while in the global context he 
helped key global actors like The Global Fund 
and the Roll Back Malaria Partnership oper-
ate with greater efficiency and effectiveness.

In his vision statement, Dr. Ghebreyesus 
says he envisions a world in which everyone 

can lead healthy and productive lives, regard-
less of who they are or where they live.

“I believe the global commitment to sus-
tainable development – enshrined in the Sus-
tainable Development Goals – offers a unique 
opportunity to address the social, economic 
and political determinants of health and 
improve the health and wellbeing of people 
everywhere,” he says.

“Achieving this vision will require a 
strong, effective WHO that is able to meet 
emerging challenges and achieve the health 
objectives of the Sustainable Development 
Goals. It will require revitalised WHO 
leadership that combines the public health, 
diplomatic and political expertise needed 
to address the most pressing challenges of 
our time.” 

Sania Nishtar; age: 53
Dr. Sania Nishtar, the sole female candi-

date, graduated from Khyber Medical College 
in 1986 and was Best Graduate of the Year. 
She holds a Fellowship of the Royal College 
of Physicians and a PhD from King’s College 
London.

An entry on her on www.who.int says 
Dr. Nishtar is the founder and president of 
Heartfile, which began in Pakistan in 1999 
as a health information-focused nongov-
ernmental organisation and evolved into a 
think-tank on health policy issues. She is also 
founder of Heartfile Health Financing, a pro-
gramme that uses a customised IT platform 
and mobile phones to protect poor patients 
from medical impoverishment or foregoing 
health care.

“Widely considered a thought leader on 
health policy, she has been a key drafter 
of several global health declarations. Dr 
Nishtar served in Pakistan during the 2013 
caretaker government as Minister for Science 
and Technology, Education and Trainings 
and Information Technology and Telecom. 
During her term, she was instrumental in 
establishing Pakistan’s Ministry of Health,” 
the entry says.

She also founded Pakistan’s Health Policy 
Forum, a civil society policy platform for 
health experts that has garnered contribu-
tions from prominent global health advocates 

including Seth Berkley, Sir George Alleyne, 
Mark Dybul, and Naresh Trehan, in addition 
to many others

On the global stage, Dr. Nishtar has been 
involved with many international agencies 
in various capacities, including the WHO, 
the Alliance for Health Policy and Systems 
Research, the Global Agenda Council of the 
World Economic Forum, the Health Global 
Challenge initiative, among others. She is 
acclaimed to have extensive experience both 
nationally and internationally in the civil 
society sector. 

 David Nabarro; age: 67
Dr. Nabarro, who studied at University of 

Oxford and University of London and quali-
fied as a physician in 1973, has spent much 
of his career in the WHO and the United 
Nations.

An entry on him on Wikipedia says he 
joined the WHO in January 1999, as project 
manager of Roll Back Malaria, then moved to 
the Office of the DG as Executive Director in 
March 2000. In this capacity, he worked with 
DG Gro Harlem Brundtland for two years on 
a variety of issues, including the Commission 
on Macroeconomics and Health, Health 
Systems Assessments and the creation of 
the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis 
and Malaria.

Dr. Nabarro transferred to the Sustainable 
Development and Healthy Environments 

cluster in 2003 and was appointed Representative 
of the DG for Health Action in Crises in July 2003. 
He has also coordinated support for health aspects 
of crisis response operations in Darfur, Sudan, and 
in countries affected by the 2004 Indian Ocean 
earthquake and Tsunami.

“I want to be sure that WHO is in a position 
to be the undisputed leader on all health issues. 
WHO must constantly strive for excellence in 
people’s health and health systems everywhere. 
WHO should, through its Member States and 
collaborating centres, nurture fullest attainment 
of people’s health in all communities. WHO’s 
performance should lead it to be recognised as the 
world’s specialised agency for health, earning and 
maintaining trust of governments, communities 
and people,” writes Dr. Nabarro on his personal 
website www.davidnabarro.info.

A member of the Faculty of Public Health 
(FPH) and the Royal College of Physicians by dis-
tinction, he is currently the special adviser to the 
UN secretary general on sustainable development 
and climate change. 

The task ahead
Ed Whiting, director of policy and chief of 

staff at Wellcome, an independent global chari-
table foundation, has outlined several qualities 
the new director-general needs to have as well 
as actions the WHO must take to recapture the 
world’s confidence.

Recall that the WHO has faced a barrage of 
criticisms recently, especially following its slow 

During his tenure, Ethiopia trained and deployed nearly 
40,000 health extension workers — mostly women — to the 
most remote and hardest-to-reach parts of the country to 
provide basic health care services. Evidence suggests that 

his interventions have led to precipitous declines in rates of 
infant mortality to levels that even countries with far more 

resources have not been able to achieve

CHUKS OLUIGBO

Tedros Ghebreyesus

No African has led the World Health Organisation (WHO) in its nearly 70-year history. As the 
world awaits the election of a new director-general in May, many experts are rooting for an 
African candidate. But will the coming election truly break the global health agency’s African-
leadership glass ceiling?

Focus   
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response to the massive outbreak of Ebola in West 
Africa in 2014. There have since been calls for an 
overhaul of the agency, with particular emphasis 
on its emergency response capacity.

Whiting admits that despite its remarkable 
achievements, the WHO today is not fulfilling 
its mission, isn’t adequately funded for it, and 
is failing in its current form, but the arrival of a 
new director-general in a few months offers an 
opportunity for reform that the agency must put 
to good use.

He reckons that the WHO, as the only organ-
isation charged exclusively with speaking for 
public health and for health care workers around 
the world, needs more effective political leader-
ship at this time to regain trust.

“At a time when health budgets around the 
world are under increasing pressure, the new 
director-general must strengthen the case for 
investing in improving health outcomes. That 
includes encouraging greater investment in 
stronger national health systems and epidemic 
preparedness, and being fearless in calling out 
countries that fail to take action where it is 
needed,” says Whiting.

The WHO, he says, must also strengthen its 
unique role in alerting the world to health emer-
gencies and coordinating the responses to them. 
And while the WHO’s new emergencies team has 
shown that it can mobilise resources and action at 
a pace never seen in the organisation’s history, the 
new DG, he says, needs to convince national lead-
ers that the world doesn’t yet have the capability 
to respond to cross-border emergencies, making 
sure the WHO clearly sees the existing gaps and 
the steps needed to close them.

“The new director-general should also be 
fearless in calling out global health risks, such 
as the growth of artemisinin-resistant malaria 
in Southeast Asia, particularly where national 
and regional authorities are not doing enough to 
combat such threats,” he says.

He adds that the WHO must also lead the fight 
for access to innovative health care for all;

The new DG, he says, will need to work effec-
tively with “the increasingly mixed economy of 
health care funders and providers” to ensure that 
the WHO has sufficient funds for its mission, as 
well as make a greater effort to better develop the 
WHO’s relationships with civic society and the 
private sector as every dollar invested by private 
companies reduces the burden on finance minis-
tries and taxpayers and also delivers innovations 
and technical advances that can improve health. 
Whiting advocates an ambitious internal reform 
programme that simplifies the WHO’s complex 
governance structures, and challenging poor-
performing offices at the national, regional, and 
global levels, contending that key to that would 
be ensuring that staff are selected for posts based 
on their competence, not their politics.

“Clear, decisive leadership on all of the above 
will go a long way to restoring confidence in the 
WHO — a vital prerequisite to attracting the fi-
nancial support the organisation so desperately 
needs,” he writes. 

The politics
With the contenders narrowed down to three 

– one African, one Asian, and one European – the 
contest is no doubt at fever pitch.

At the January 25 voting, the presence of 
multiple Europeans on the ballot was seen as 
capable of splitting what would otherwise have 
been a significant bloc. Even Britain’s departure 
from the European Union was viewed as a minus 
for Nabarro, considered to be one of the strongest 
candidates on the grounds of experience.

Now that Dr. Nabarro is the only European 
left, analysts think his chances have been raised 
as he may benefit from the exit of Bustreo and 
Douste-Blazy. On October 21 last year, the UK gov-
ernment gave its formal backing to Dr. Nabarro.

Many pundits believe that the chances are 
high for Dr. Ghebreyesus, the African candidate, 
who has the support of the African Union, po-
tentially a bloc of 54 votes at the World Health 
Assembly.

According to Helen Branswell, STAT’s infec-
tious diseases and public health reporter, the word 
in international circles for a while was that it was 
Africa’s turn. No African has led the agency in its 
almost 70-year history. A number of potential Af-
rican candidates tested the waters early on but did 
not go far. With the sole African candidate now 
in the final voting stage, optimism on his possible 
success is on the rise.

Pundits are relatively silent on the chances 
of Dr. Nishtar, the only female contender, who is 
equally eminently qualified for the WHO top job.

But more intriguing in the entire process 

is the secrecy with which countries have 
been guarding the direction of their voting. 
Countries have indeed been holding their 
cards close to their vests on this election, 
writes Branswell.

For instance, she says, Dr. Tom Frieden, 
the US representative on the executive board, 
who was until recently the director of the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
would not reveal whom he’d been instructed 
to support.

“Even if countries had declared their 
preferences, the voting process would have 
made it hard to predict the outcome,” writes 
Branswell.

“In Wednesday’s voting, each representa-
tive voted for three people. The system may 
have been devised to try to ensure that the 
three strongest candidates made it to the 
final round. But observers predicted lots of 
strategic voting, with countries shoring up 
their favorites’ chances by using their second 
and third votes to support candidates who 
are perceived to be weaker than the rest,” 
she writes.

Observers are, however, keeping their 
fingers crossed.

Dr. Jeremy Farrar, director of the Well-
come Trust, hopes that more will be heard 
from the shortlisted candidates about how 
they will provide the direly needed inspira-

also perfectly suited for the role of WHO DG.
“He speaks last, and encourages others 

to share their views. He also knows how to 
spot and nurture talent, and how to bring the 
best out of the people around him. He would 
undoubtedly boost organisational morale 
and motivate the staff to deliver maximum 
value and efficiency – to the benefit of all 
member states and their citizens.”

Beyond these, Singer and Sheffield reckon 
that Ghebreyesus’ extensive leadership expe-
rience within global health institutions – as 
Board Chair of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, 
Tuberculosis, and Malaria between 2009 and 
2011, and as Chair of the Roll Back Malaria 
Partnership between 2007 and 2009 – count 
for much.

“Ghebreyesus pushed through sweeping 
changes that dramatically improved both 
organizations’ operations. What’s more, he 
helped them raise record-breaking financial 
commitments from donors: $11.7 billion for 
the Global Fund, and $3 billion for Roll Back 
Malaria,” they write.

“This is precisely the kind experience and 
expertise that the WHO needs in today’s 
global health environment, and it explains 
why the African Union has officially en-
dorsed Ghebreyesus’s candidacy.”

Similarly, Prashant Yadav, a senior fel-
low at the William Davidson Institute at 
the University of Michigan and a visiting 
scholar at the Harvard Medical School, and 
Akash Goel, a physician, journalist, and a 
World Economic Forum Global Shaper, have 
also endorsed Dr. Ghebreyesus as the most 
qualified for the role in the current context 
of what the WHO needs the most.

They reckon that his suitability in his ir-
refutable ability to create and build efficient 
and sustainable health systems, the linchpin 
of health-care delivery, arguing that under 
his leadership, Ethiopia made such dramatic 
improvements in public health outcomes that 
it are often heralded as a model for health 
care delivery in low- and middle-income 
countries.

“During his tenure, Ethiopia trained and 
deployed nearly 40,000 health extension 
workers — mostly women — to the most 
remote and hardest-to-reach parts of the 
country to provide basic health care services. 
Evidence suggests that his interventions 
have led to precipitous declines in rates of 
infant mortality to levels that even countries 
with far more resources have not been able 
to achieve,” they contend in the article “The 
election that matters for the health of the 
world”.

Under his leadership, they write, Ethiopia, 
which had previously grappled with one of 
the greatest doctor shortages in the world, 
opened 13 new medical schools, dramati-
cally increasing the number of graduating 
doctors in the country. He also created new 
partnership models to pair the new Ethio-
pian schools with leading U.S. and European 
institutions for faculty career development, 
curriculum enhancements, and capacity 
building for locally relevant research. This 
he did in order to douse concerns or critiques 
that opening new medical schools may lead 
to decrease in quality of medical education.

Coming to the political element to the 
role of director-general, Yadav and Goel 
argue that Ghebreyesus’ pragmatic and 
implementation-oriented managerial style 
and his political experience stand the best 
chance of convincing WHO member states 
to increase contributions to create a well-
functioning WHO, at a time the agency is in 
dire need “fungibility or budgetary flexibility 
to act on emergent health issues”.

To buttress this point, the cite his achieve-
ment in Ethiopia, where he was able to con-
vince government and private financiers that 
the overall system benefits when they let the 
country government act as a single point of 
control and coordination.

“The WHO urgently needs a leader to 
repair its deficit in finances and credibility. 
Fractured and under-resourced health sys-
tems are in need of fortification to not only 
project those within their own borders but 
also to build resilience against the rise of 
transnational threats to public health. Tedros 
is the candidate to do both, and it would be 
in all of our best interest to elect him,” they 
submit.
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They base their argument on “three con-
siderations that are important in any hiring 
process, and especially for a position such 
as this: the candidate’s past achievements, 
leadership style, and the diversity that he or 
she brings to the table”.

“With respect to the first consideration, 
Ghebreyesus has a proven track record of 
success. As Ethiopia’s health minister from 
2005 to 2012, he championed the interests 
of all of the country’s citizens, and strength-
ened primary-care services. He created 3,500 
health centers and 16,000 health posts, and 
dramatically expanded the health-care 
workforce by building more medical schools 
and deploying more 38,000 community-
based health extension workers,” write 
Singer and Sheffield in a recent article for 
Project Syndicate, “Breaking the WHO’s 
Glass Ceiling”.

They present Ghebreyesus as a long-time 
champion and advocate of gender equality 
and the rights of women and girls whose ef-
forts to strengthen Ethiopia’s health system 
played a crucial role in more than doubling 
the percentage of Ethiopian women with 
access to contraception, and in reducing 
maternal mortality by 75 percent.

His efforts, they say, now serve as a model 
that other countries seek to emulate as they 
try to achieve universal health coverage 

tional leadership in the months remaining 
before the World Health Assembly in May. 

Rooting for Ghebreyesus
Peter A. Singer, chief executive officer 

of Grand Challenges Canada, and Jill W. 
Sheffield, an independent consultant and 
long-time advocate for women’s health and 
rights, are rooting for Dr. Ghebreyesus, not 
just because they believe it is time to break 
the WHO’s African-leadership glass ceiling, 
but essentially because Ghebreyesus’ direct 
experience working in developing countries 
makes him uniquely qualified – indeed, “most 
qualified” – to tackle the world’s toughest 
global health problems.

for their citizens, adding that he is the only 
candidate who has achieved such results at 
a national level.

“When Ghebreyesus was Ethiopia’s for-
eign minister from 2012 to 2016, he gained 
extensive diplomatic experience, not least by 
leading negotiations for the Addis Ababa Ac-
tion Agenda, the international community’s 
plan to finance the United Nations Sustain-
able Development Goals. This same knack 
for diplomacy is now needed to bring WHO 
member states together for cooperative ac-
tion on collective health challenges,” they say.

They argue that his leadership style – he 
is a receptive listener but also decisive – is 

Sania Nishtar

David Nabarro



W
ith the testimonies being 
shared on traditional and 
social media by beneficiaries 
of the So cial  Investment 
Programmes (SIP)  of  the 

President Muhammadu Buhari administra-
tion, it is crystal clear that the intervention 
is the real deal.

Comprising the Conditional Cash Transfer, 
Home Grown School Feeding, N-Power and 
the General Enterprise and Empowerment 
Programme, people who had wondered how 
government would successfully implement 
the interventions, even in the face of declin-
ing revenue, have been pleasantly surprised. 
Not only has the planning and execution 
been meticulous, it has also been devoid of 
partisanship and bias.

What’s more, the Federal Government is 
tapping the knowledge, expertise and expe-
rience of global players like the World Bank, 
DFID, The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, 
Imperial College, UK, amongst others, to en-
sure that planning, execution and monitoring 
of the programmes meet international best 
practices.

Months after the commencement of the 
plans which government had appropriated 
N500billion for in the 2016 budget with the 
same amount replicated in the 2017 Appropri-
ation Bill, it is evident that this administration 
is putting its money where its mouth is -- in 
the hands of common Nigerians.The Social 
Investment Programmes are well thought out 
economic strategies that seek to empower all 
societal groups including children, the poor 
and vulnerable, the elderly, unemployed 
graduates and budding entrepreneurs.The 
government is not just handing out ‘freebies’ 
to Nigerians, it’s an ingenious way of reflating 
the economy.

The Federal Government has already spent 
over N375 million this year (2017)  on the feed-
ing of about 700,000 primary school pupils in  
five states of  Anambra, Ogun, Oyo, Osun and 
Ebonyi  in implementing the Home Grown 
School Feeding  plan.  The amount is expected 
to rise significantly by the completion of the 
first phase target of 5.5 million primary school 
pupils across the 18 states.In addition, the plan 
has created a win-win situation for all parties 
concerned – pupils, food vendors and farmers 
in the communities.

The Ogun State Governor, Senator Ibikunle 
Amosun, highlighted this in a speech at the 
commencement of the programme in his state.  

“This (programme) will definitely enhance 
the production and income capacities of our 
farmers and the suppliers of our various prod-
ucts. The multiplier effect of all these daily 
transactions to the farmer as well as market 
women will be huge,” noted the governor. He 
added that the 2,969 food vendors who were 
given cooking utensils at interest-free rates, 
“will make additional income from taking on 
catering businesses in their communities on 
weekends and when schools are off.”

Also lauding the initiative long before its 
take-off, a former minister and chieftain of 
the Peoples’ Democratic Party, Adeseye Ogun-
lewe, described it as laudable. “The Federal 
Government wants to feed Nigerian children; 
we should allow our children to enjoy it. We 
should not politicise it at all. The more we 
politicise it, the more it will be difficult to be 
implemented,” he said.

Comments by the other beneficiaries also 
reveal the positive impact that the N-Power 

scheme is having on the lives of unemployed 
Nigerians.  Already, 200,000 out of a projected 
beneficiary target of half a million unem-
ployed youths have so far been employed and 
deployed to rural communities as teachers, 
agricultural extension workers and health 
support workers in more than 20 states of 
the federation.The beneficiaries, who have 
started receiving their monthly stipend of 
N30, 000 directly, have been generous with 
their praises.

“Every part of this country is facing social 
problems ranging from unemployment and 
other critical issues. I think the government 
should come up with more of this kind of 
social intervention programme (npower) to 
reduce the level of suffering of her youth. Ku-
dos to PMB [President Muhammadu Buhari] 
for his bold initiative such as the N-Power 
Programme,” wrote Dio Edwin on Facebook.

Adedayo N. Oladipupo also attested to the 
authenticity of the scheme: “At last, I have 
received my alert oooo. N-Power carry on. I 
got mine 5:15 am this morning. I urge other 
participants to relax, yours is coming.” he 
wrote on January 5.

Kata Cyril described the first payment 
received as ‘My Letter of Happiness from 
Delta State’. “I’ve received my N-Power (N-
Teach) first stipend from GTB just exactly 
9:48 pm yesterday. I doubted before, but now 
I believe in a New Nigeria to come under Bu-
hari’s administration. I doubted The CHANGE 
slogan, but from now onwards “I STAND FOR 
CHANGE”

Ijezie Okpara echoed the same, admitting, 
“I couldn’t believe it when I saw the alert 
today, 30th December, 2016 .I received N30, 
000. No deduction of anything at all. Buhari 
has done well on this aspect. Glory be to God!”

Tw e e t e r  s av v y  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  o f  t h e 
schemealso attest to the authenticity of the 
scheme.

Akintola Ahmed wrote, “I received my 
#Npower Dec stipend yesterday. Ibadan north 
local govt of Oyo state! Thanks @ProfOsinbajo 
@MBuhari”

AbdulaiBajoga reported “More smiles 
and jubilation as many start receiving their 
30000 naira alert from #Npower Nigeria. 

Congratulations...”
Awe Olumuyiwa E. exultantly declared “I 

don get @npower_ngalert God win and devil 
lose. Ondo State.GTBANK. Npower is real. 
No problem.”

A certain Toluwanikanlopemi also testi-
fied: “A friend just got paid today.Ogun state 
#NPower”

Rona Robert, another beneficiary advised 
those impatient because they are yet to 
receive their stipend:  “Please let’s try our 
best to be patient with the organisers of this 
programme... Fact be told, they are trying 
their best even if they are not as fast as some 
of us wants them to be. Remember, there are 
people who want this by all means...Let’sgive 
n-power time to go about their activities. I 
know everything will be just fine in no time. 
Guys, let’s be PATIENT!!”

The Conditional Cash Transfer (CCT) cur-
rently being implemented inBauchi, Borno, 
Cross Rivers, Ekiti, Kwara, Kogi, Niger, Osun 
and Oyo sates is also impacting positively 
on lives of the poor and vulnerable. Like the 
other plans, the CCThas built-in checks from 
conception to execution to prevent abuse. 
The sum of N10, 000 is currently being paid 
directly to the CCT beneficiaries from funds 
released to the Nigeria Inter-Bank Settlement 
System (NIBSS) for December 2016, and Janu-
ary 2017 while subsequent payments of N10, 
000 would be made six times annually.

Writing on the plan in an editorial of 
January 9, 2017, leading newspaper, THISDAY 
noted: “All factors considered, we believe that 
this is worthwhile initiative. If the necessary 
safeguards against corruption and cronyism 
are entrenched, this incentive may well im-
prove on our appalling poverty indices, as has 
been proved in so many developing countries.”

Artisans, traders, youth, entrepreneurs 
and market women amongst others are 
beneficiaries of theGovernment Enterprise 
and Empowerment Programme (GEEP) that 
commenced in November 2016 under the 
supervision of the Bank of Industry. Under 
the scheme, soft loans ranging from N10, 000 
to N100, 000 are being given to beneficiaries 
from 15 states, with a plan to touch over 
30,000 this month, and well over a million in 
a year.  Beneficiaries of the first phase have 
so far been selected from Adamawa, Akwa 
Ibom, Delta, Ekiti, Kogi, Kwara, Niger, Lagos, 
Osun and Ogun. Others are in Oyo, Ondo, 
Rivers and the FCT.

“According to the Yoruba idiom, it’s only 
chronic liars that claim their witness is in 
heaven. We are all witnesses to the social in-
vestment programmes of the President and its 
management. So far, I will say he has done well 
in the execution though hitches one learnt 
are being addressed are being experienced in 
some states. They are a good way of assisting 
the people and also fighting the recession 
whose foundation was laid long before he as-
sumed office and which was worsened by the 
acts of vandalism in the Niger Delta. I think 
I will want to congratulate the President for 
what he has so far done but also urge him 
not to rest on his oars because there are still 
lots of Nigerians grappling with poverty and 
unemployment,” noted Dr.Gbenga Ojo, an 
educational consultant based in Lagos.

Another commentator, Mike Olaleye, was 
initially sceptical about the programmes 
because the selection criteria were not clear 
until he was appropriately enlightened by 
the updates from the Presidency. “I was par-
ticularly delighted to learn that government 
adopted the Community-Based Targeting 
(CBT) model of the World Bank to choose ben-
eficiaries of the Conditional Cash Transfers 
and that state governments were involved 
while graduates actually filled their details on 
a portal for the N-Power scheme. It’s a good 
move by the Presidency,” he said. 

Ola, public analyst, writes from Abeokuta 
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Beneficiaries’ views on government’s 
investment programmes
TUNDE OLA
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A beneficiary of the conditional cash transfer receives his stipend

School children enjoying their meal provided under the National Home Grown School Feeding Programme-1



2Face Idibia-led protest 
and base sentiments

27Sunday 05  February 2017 SUNDAYBD C002D5556

F
ela Anikulapo Kuti, the Afrobeat 
legend (may his great soul rest in 
perfect peace) said it all, as reflected 
in his timeless hit songs. Like the 

famed Nostradamus, who saw tomorrow he 
captured in vivid verses the parlous portrait 
of the average Nigerian’s response to poor po-
litical governance. If in doubt, please listen to 
the enduring messages crafted and rendered 
in Suffering and Smiling, Vagabonds in Pow-
er (VIP) and Sorrows, Tears and Blood (STB). 
Sadly, over the decades we have exhibited 
an obscene level of acquiescence, ignorance, 
uncommon but stupid resilience mixed with 
sheer folly, in the face of unjustifiable and 
preventable poverty and pains, foisted on 
us by the class of successive conscienceless, 
political leaders. Such is the mixed bag that 
readily qualifies us to have a space in the 
Guinness Book of Records.

In fact, it is often said in saner climes that 
Nigerians  ‘can take any shit’ thrown at us, 
swallow such and still lay prostrate to thank 
our oppressors for allowing us to breathe 
God’s free air! Were it not so, how do we 
begin to explain a sad situation that would 
elicit undue acrimony from ill-informed 
people against Citizen Idibia for exercising his 
fundamental human rights? That he wants  
to lead a peaceful protest against the pitiable, 
state of the nation and what the entire world 
sees as preventable penury of Nigerians  in 
the midst of plenty, especially our vast, God-
endowed, natural resources is most welcome. 
That is especially in countries where the base 
sentiments of ethnicity, religion and political 
persuasion are the exception rather than the 
rule. But not so here.

In such countries, political helmsmen 
are true servant-leaders, whose mandate 
and acts of governance are people-oriented. 
They are never for once viewed as demi-
gods who cannot do any wrong. They do not 
come to the pedestal of political leadership, 
ill-prepared; to always look back to put the 
blame of their cluelessness on the foibles of 
past administrations. They know that gov-
ernance is a continuum. Understandably, 
once one inherits any institution he does so 
for both the assets and the liabilities. For, it 
equates to a collective insult on our psyche 
and souls for any individual to vie for politi-
cal office if such a person is not ready to find 
solutions to prevailing economic challenges.

Good enough, President Buhari has 
admitted that he was aware Nigerians are 
going through preventable suffering. He once 
pleaded for understanding and patience. But 
six months of governance without ministers 
has stretched to one humdrum year and 
inching closer to two. His media handlers’ 
repeated excuse and belligerent castigation 
and traducing of the Jonathan-led adminis-
tration that no kobo was left in the national 
treasury have since metamorphosed into 
a cliché. It does not hold a drop of water 
anymore! At least, to those who can sift be-
tween the corn and the chaff. So, where do 
those Nigerians who see no wrong with the 
current administration; no pain, no poverty 
in high fuel prices, escalating transportation 
fees and food prices get their comfort from?

According to the National Bureau of Sta-
tistics (NBS), food prices rose by an average 
of 9.9 percent in June, 2014. Those affected 
were cereals, bread, meat and fish. But some 
two years later, precisely by May 2016, the 
cost of living in Nigeria had skyrocketed 
by as much as 100%. Taking Abuja and its 
environs, as a case study, a mid-2016 market 
survey showed that food stuffs such as rice 
(50kg bag) had risen to N18,000 from N9,500. 

Perspective

AYO OYOZE BAJE

the right hand and correct with the left. And 
we obeyed the rules for our own sake, so as 
to evolve as well groomed citizens, useful to 
ourselves, our communities and the country 
as large. And thank God, that such norms 
were sustained and even strengthened in 
the educational and religious institutions 
we attended.

As Chief Ebenezer Obey, the iconic juju 
music maestro would say,’ what is bad has 
no other name’. Oh, yes, President Buhari 
took over power at a period of dwindling 
oil revenue. Also, we have had long years of 
dysfunctional political structure, with a pay-
ment skewed in favour of the political elite. 
The obnoxious over concentration of political 
power at the bloated centre is our common 
undoing, like it or not. Restructuring, as one 
has insisted for years is the best way out of 
the wood. Much as one would not heap all 
the blame of our current economic mess on 
the Buhari-led administration, the onus lies 
with him, as the chief pilot of our ship of state, 
to correctly read the compass and show us 
the way out of the stormy, economic waters. 
No base sentiments here, but the national 
interest, which supersedes all.

Similarly, the cost of a basket of tomato had 
risen from N2,500 to N6,000 and basin of 
garri stood at N3,500. The smaller basket 
known as the dustbin basket which sold for 
between N400 and N500 in March, 2016 rose 
up to between N4, 300 and N6,000 in some 
markets. One wonders therefore, if those 
against Idibia’s inspired protest go to markets 
other than the ones the common Nigerians 
attend for buying and selling?

 How come we can no longer speak with 
one voice?  That is my source of worry. For 
instance, one of the worthy attributes of the 
well-structured socio-cultural milieu I grew 
up with in Oboroke-Ihima, in the present 

Kogi State back in the ‘50s and ‘60s, which I 
will forever cherish was the prevailing high 
moral standard then. There were agreed 
bench marks on Wrong and Right. My age 
mates and I were weaned on the fresh milk 
of doing the right thing at the right time. 
But why?

 It was all because we knew full well that 
there were grave consequences and strict 
punitive measures waiting for those who 
flagrantly violated the cultural ethos. Tra-
ditional norms were there in our lifestyle as 
guiding credos, irrespective of one’s religious 
beliefs. Elders were there as brothers or sis-
ters, uncles, aunts or cousins to punish with 

How do we begin to explain a sad situation that 
would elicit undue acrimony from ill-informed 

people against Citizen Idibia for exercising his fun-
damental human rights?
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Revenue generation: Kwara 
aims to surpass 2016 record

M
u r i t a l a 
Awo dun, 
chairman, 
K w a r a 
State  In-

ternal Revenue Service 
(KWIRS), has said the agen-
cy would be more aggres-
sive in revenue collection 
in 2017 without pitching 
the people against the gov-
ernment.

Awodun disclosed this 
at a media parley held at 
the Ministry of Informa-
tion and Communications 
in Ilorin.

According to Awodun, 
the organisation is putting 
up machinery in place to 
ensure efficient revenue 
collection through effec-
tive monitoring, to step 
above previous achieve-
ments.

He said, “We are ready 
to improve on the mode of 
tax collection in a bid to 
achieve the desired goal. 
We will not pitch the peo-
ple against government, 
and at the same time we 
will be people friendly in 
our approach to ensure 
massive turn up of tax 
payers.”

Awodun, while giving 
the breakdown of what 
was targeted and realised 

the organisation is hoping 
to surpass past record.

Speaking on challenges 
encountered by the organ-
isation, Awodun revealed 
that property and informal 
sectors have being major 
problems.

He said: “This year, 
(2017), we will improve 
on our community impact 
program and ensure that 
people in remote areas 
benefit and understand 
the message we are passing 
across.

“The government is se-
rious in utilising the rev-
enue to develop the state 
so that people can see the 
impact. That is why we 
are running out program 
through efficient mode to 
reduce the cost and attain 
effective result”.

Awodun therefore ap-
pealed to Kwarans for 
more cooperation and sup-
port by paying their tax 
as KWIRS plays their part 
in revenue collections in 
order to bring dividends 
of democracy to the door 
steps of the people.

Earlier, Mahmud Ajeig-
be, commissioner for infor-
mation and communica-
tions, said the gathering 
was meant to interact with 
journalists and as well 
clarify issues affecting the 
state.

SIKIRAT SHEHU, Ilorin

Delta, UNIDO to train 280 entrepreneurs on shoe, bag production

I
n its continued efforts 
to accomplish the state 
government’s dream 
of creating more en-

trepreneurs and job cre-
ators, the Delta State Mi-
cro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises Development 

Agency (DEMSMA) would 
train 280 persons on shoe-
making, boot-making and 
leather works this year. 
This will spark action at the 
shoe factory established 
in Isele-Uku near Asaba 
in partnership with the 
United Nations Industrial 
Development Organisation 
(UNIDO).

The training scheme 
has already seen the state 
paying $250,000 for the 
UNIDO experts who would 
be conducting the training 
in batches of 20 and at the 
end of one year, the expert 
trainer would now leave a 
set of people to continue 
the training and visit once 
in a while.

Muritala Awodun

...We foresee a university for world-class shoes – UNIDO

MERCY ENOCH, Asaba
DEMSMA Executive 

Secretary, Shimite Belo, 
while speaking to news-
men at the training centre 
located in Isele-Uku, Ani-
oma North Local Govern-
ment Area of the state, 
Wednesday, said: “This is 
mainly a place where we 
are going to learn how to 
do leather shoes, boots – 
Service boots, police boots, 
sandals for children, bags, 
suitcases, etc”.

Continuing, she said: 
“This whole place accord-
ing to the documents I had 
before I came gulped about 
N600m. Now, for us to do 
the training for the 280 
persons, it costs us about 
$250,000 and it was heav-
ily discounted by UNIDO”.

She said that the Isele-
Uku project started in the 
last administration. “They 
put a few things together 
to get it started.  In this 
administration under the 
leadership of Gov Ifeanyi 
Okowa, he wanted the 
place started and asked the 

agency to do some findings 
on the state of the project. 
That has resulted in the 
state government partner-
ing with UNIDO to do the 
training which would last 
for one year.”

Noting that one of the 
reasons people don’t like 
Made-in-Nigeria product 
was because of lack of 
equipment, she said that 
the centre has been fur-
nished with quality and 
expensive equipments that 
could be used anywhere in 
the world, including Italy. 
“We did it in partnership 
with UNIDO”.

She added that the com-
pany came, looked at the 
equipment that needed to 
be bought, procured the 
right equipment and got 
the things done. Now, they 
also sent one of their sea-
soned trainers who have 
done this thing in Ethio-
pia, Tanzania and other 
different countries under 
government-UNIDO part-
nership.

Shimite Bello, executive secretary, Delta State Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises Development Agency (DEMSMA).

quarterly in the year 
2016 disclosed that they 
targeted N26billion and 
generated N17.4billion all 
together.

He said “N4.2billion 
was budgete d and we 
realised N3.41b as rev-
enue collected in first 
q u a r t e r,  N 6 . 6 b i l l i o n 
against N4.98billion (2nd 
quarter) N7.2billion as 
against N4.18 (3rd quar-
ter) and N8billion against 
N4.8billion (4th quarter).”

A w o d u n ,  w h o  d e -
scribed the feat as com-
mendable, when compared 
to the N7.2billion realised 
in 2015, emphasised that 

She disclosed that con-
tacts have been made for 
the bags and shoes pro-
duced at the centre to be 
sold abroad even as she said: 
“Already, even if we supply 
for children’s shoes here, I 
don’t think this establish-
ment can satisfy Delta State 
children but at least, it can 
stop us from always bring-
ing in from China. A UK 
firm had ordered for 1000 
pairs of shoes, according 
to UNIDO boss who spoke 
with BusinessDay in Onne, 
near Port Harcourt in 2016.

“My duty (as the DEMS-
MA boss) is to ensure en-
trepreneurs are found 
everywhere. Mine is to 
ensure they have access to 
finance, equipment and to 
everything they need to 
stand as an entrepreneurs 
and now determine what 
they need when they finish 
this training and how much 
do we give them to set up; 
find out if any of them have 
work station because we 

Cros Agro invests in Potato, Oil 
Palm Plantation, others in Kaduna

C
ros Agro Allied Ltd, a 
BlackPace company, 
has said it is making 
huge strategic in-

vestment in potato, oil palm, 
coffee and ginger produc-
tion to create employment 
opportunities and boost 
agriculture in both Kaduna 
and Plateau States. It also 
said that with farms in Gu-
rara, Kachia, Mangu and 
Kafanchan areas, the firm is 
diversifying its agribusiness 
aggressively.

O. Paul Andrew, execu-
tive chairman, BlackPace 
Group, said Cros Agro’s 
mission is to change the 
agribusiness landscape of 
Africa and to support the 
socio-economic develop-
ment of the African people.

“Cros Agro’s presence in 
Nigeria is to offer a robust 
economic and social value to 
the agribusiness landscape 
in the country. Our focus 
is on potato value chain, oil 
palm plantation and mill, 
ginger, banana, coffee, soya 
and beans. We currently 
have over 3,000 hectares of 
which 50percent is already 
cultivated and additional 
12,000 hectares is under-
way to support our oil palm 
Plantation and coffee,” An-
drew said.

Andrew further said that 
the company is making a 
significant progress in its 
potato farms in both Gurara 
and Mangu, adding that it is 
also setting up an industrial 
processing plant for French 
fries and potato flakes in Gu-
rara, Kaduna State. “It will 
be the largest in Nigeria and 

West Africa. The plant will 
process 40,000 metric tons 
of frozen French fries and 
potato flakes both for local 
consumption and export to 
sub-saharan regions. Cros 
Agro investment has com-
menced and recently signed 
a memorandum of under-
standing with Elof Hans-
son International, Swedish 
company acting as Super 
Supplier of the processing 
lines and other equipments 
for the farm,” he said.

According to him, with 
the ongoing restructuring 
of the Nigerian economy 
the Federal Government 
has recognised the need 
for a holistic approach to 
diversifying her economy 
from oil to Agric-economy.

“The Agro-industry in 
Nigeria is at the growth 
stage and we are uniquely 
positioned to successfully 
make an impact in revolu-
tionising the potato indus-
try in Nigeria. We intend 
to become the largest pro-
ducer of potato and French 
Fries in Nigeria and indeed 
Sub- Saharan Africa. We 

believe that agriculture is a 
great industry that can at-
tract the right talent, invest-
ment and professionalism,” 
he explained.

Leading the way in the 
production of the Irish po-
tato value chain, Cros Agro 
is investing in the critical 
enabling components that 
ensure long time sustainabil-
ity of the industry. Cros Agro 
currently owns 700 hectares 
of Oil Palm Plantation with 
additional 6,000 hectares 
underway, 1,500 hectares of 
Ginger farm, 1,200 hectares 
of Potato field and 10 hect-
ares ready for processing 
facility in Gurara. In addi-
tion to boosting its process-
ing business in the Potato 
Value chains, Cros Agro has 
reached an agreement with 
Rosenqvists Food Technolo-
gies to supply its 5,000kg an 
hour French Fries and Potato 
Flakes processing plants. The 
plant will be completed in 
December 2017 and com-
missioned for operation in 
April 2018.

A report by Sylvanus 
Mahannan Ayuba, Michael 
Kitsche with support of: 
Folarin Ranson Oguntolu 
titled ‘Potato Initiative in 
Africa’, total production of 
potatoes in Nigeria aver-
age 843,000 tons with over 
200,000 tons sold in major 
cities. About 100,000 tons 
are informally sold across 
Nigerian borders while 
more than 40,000 tons are 
imported mainly from Eu-
rope. 40percent of stored 
seed potatoes are lost within 
three months of storage.Andrew
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Ajimobi reiterates commitment 
to attracting investors to Oyo

TAD Group launches innovative hiring 
system: vacancy for only business owners

T
AD Group of com-
panies, launched 
on February 1 has 
introduced a radi-

cal approach to recruit-
ment process: the company 
plans to hire only business 
owners as partners whose 
deliverables will include 
growing their own busi-
ness.

Babatunde Adebola, a 
director in the company, 
who had worked with Ac-
centure, at its corporate 
launch in Ogudu, Lagos said 
the company was looking 
for a team of people with an 
entrepreneurial mind-set

“We will never pay any 
of our employees their true 
value and the reason is we 
expect them to be able to 
run their businesses,” Ade-
bola said.

Elaborating further on 
how the plan will work, 
Adebola said: “So this is 
the plan, I will pay you 

the basics but I expect you 
to fulfill all of your other 
ambitions or goals, desires 
through your own com-
pany.”

He further said: “What 
we provide is a learning 
experience where you can 
realise how a company can 
be run professionally and 
then you can now take all 
of the things you have and 
run your organisations 
professionally,”

This goes against the 
common understanding 
that the company will 
take care of the employee’s 
needs while he/she puts 
in efforts and waits for the 
clock to tick towards 6pm.

TAD Group comprises 
five companies and a faith-
based non-governmental 
organisation called ‘Mani-
festing Him’.

Companies in the group 
include Tundosco Media 
which is a media organ-
isation and is currently 
focused on producing docu-
mentaries. TAD Homes 
operates in the hospitality 

industry rendering guest 
house services.

Other are Tundosco 
Arena, a fun and entertain-
ment place that focuses on 
health and fitness similar 
which is under a company 
called Tundosco Resort 
Limited.

There is also Tundosco 
Couture a fashion brand, 
with the starting trade 
mark Laurency, a unisex 

brand and TAD Secure, a 
security outfit that is cur-
rently providing security 
services to an estate in 
Ogudu.

Adebola says the com-
pany measures success not 
just by how profitably the 
enterprise becomes “but 
that the partners that we 
have are also able to grow 
their own companies us-
ing the philosophy, the 

G
lobus Resourc-
es Limited, a 
subsidiary of 
Triton Group, 
at Gambari vil-

lage, Oluyole Local Gov-
ernment Area, Ibadan has 
it would create jobs for 
3,000 employees as against 
the present 450 on its pay-
roll.

Raji Samtani, chief op-
erating officer of Globus 
Resources Limited, dis-
closed this during a tour 
of 24,000 acres of the Agri-
cultural firm by Governor 
Abiola Ajimobi.

While stressing that the 
current expansion going 
on in the company will 
create 3,000 jobs, Samtani 
pledged that the company 
would have a training cen-
tre for youths to become 
successful fish and poultry 
farmers.

Samtani said: “We got 
possession of this land in 
July 2015 and our first 
production was in Decem-
ber of the same year. We 
currently target 500,000 
birds, 15,000 cashew trees 

and 5,000 metric tons of 
fish per annum, adding 
that the company is target-
ing 15 million birds, 50,000 
cashew trees and 60,000 
metric tons of fish in the 
next five years.” 

He appreciated Gover-
nor Abiola Ajimobi for his 
vision to develop the state, 
saying that the company 
is appreciative of the op-

portunity given to be part 
of the success story of Oyo 
State.

In his address, Ajimobi 
restated the state govern-
ment’s commitment to 
providing the enabling 
environment for would-
be and existing investors 
in the state, saying that 
the country will develop 
better with sincerity of 

purpose.
Aj imobi,  who went 

round the different sec-
tions of the company, said 
that his administration 
would continue to tap into 
the potentials in the ag-
ricultural sector, adding 
that the company, Globus 
Resources, exemplifies the 
value chain vision the state 
has for agriculture.

“Oyo state is the largest 
producer of poultry prod-
ucts in the country and 
with the coming on board 
of Globus Resources, we 
might soon be the largest 
in West Africa. Our invest-
ment drive to the state is 
yielding more results and 
we are happy that inves-
tors see Oyo State as an 
investment destination of 
choice especially in the 
area of agriculture.

“ W e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e 
to provide the enabling 
environment for exist-
ing and would be inves-
tors. We are interested 
in Poultry, Aquaculture 
and Agriculture of Globus 
Resources and we will 
support the company to 
continue to grow. We will 
be sincere and objective 

...As Globus resources set to create 3,000 jobs

Eric Olsen, 
LafargeHolcim 
Group chief 
executive officer, 
visits Nigeria

E
ric Olsen, Group CEO 
of LafargeHolcim, 
the world’s largest 
construction mate-

rials company and parent 
company to Lafarge Africa 
Plc, will pay a 3-day business 
visit to Nigeria on Monday 
February 6, 2017. Olsen is 
scheduled to be at some of 
the company’s key opera-
tions in the country within 
the period.

Commenting on the visit, 
Michel Puchercos, CEO of 
Lafarge Africa Plc, stated 
that “Nigeria is a promis-
ing and important market 
for our business. Despite 
the challenging economic 
condition in the country 
in 2016 LafargeHolcim is 
committed to the market, 
adapting its operations and 
listening to meet its custom-
ers’ needs.”

He remarked that La-
farge Africa has continued 
to make positive contribu-
tions to the development 
of Nigeria through its af-
fordable housing and mass 
housing solutions, as well 
as sustained efforts to en-
hance its power generation 
capacity.

Michel further described 
the visit as demonstration of 
LafargeHolcim’s dedication 
to serving a growing market, 
stating that “demographic 
growth and urbanisation 
coupled with investments 
in residential, commercial 
real estate, roads and power 
are driving the growing 
demand for cement”.

French and American 
national born in 1964, Eric 
Olsen has been the CEO of 
LafargeHolcim since July 
10, 2015. He is a graduate in 
finance and accounting of 
the University of Colorado 
and holds a Masters of Busi-
ness Administration degree 
awarded by the École des 
Hautes Études Commercia-
les (HEC).

Eric Olsen joined Lafarge 
North America Inc. in 1999 
as Senior Vice-President 
Strategy and Development. 
In 2001, he was appointed 
President of the Cement 
Division for the Northeast 
Region of North America 
and Senior Vice-President 
Purchasing for Lafarge 
North America Inc and later 
Chief Finance Officer of 
Lafarge North America Inc. 
in 2004. He was appointed 
Executive Vice President for 
Organisation and Human 
Resources and a member of 
the Executive Committee in 
2007. On September 1, 2013, 
he became the Executive 
Vice-President Operations.

in our dealings with our 
partners because if we 
are sincere, the country 
will develop.

G o ve r n o r  A j i m o b i 
explained that the gov-
ernment would explore 
how to amplify what the 
company is doing for the 
purpose of employment 
generation, wealth cre-
ation and development of 
the state, promising that 
his administration will 
work with the company to 
make it a good example of 
Public Private Partnership.

The governor charged 
the company to engage 
more citizens of the state, 
assuring that the state gov-
ernment will consider all 
their genuine requests to 
the benefit of the citizens 
and the development of 
the state. He also promised 
to see to the security chal-
lenges of the invasion of 
Fulani herdsmen. 

Sikiru Adeyinka, vil-
lage head of Seriki Village, 
Gambari, expressed the 
appreciation of the com-
munity to the Oyo State 
government for giving 
permission to site the com-
pany in their locality.

Ajimobi

isAAC AnyAoGU 
knowledge we are transfer-
ring to them through this 
company.”

TAD group  plans to sus-
tain the critical first five 
years by establishing on 
right foundations includ-
ing carrying out proper 
registrations and acquiring 
all the licenses required for 
each industry they oper-
ates.

“For business to sur-
vive, you need to think 
through the value chain 
of the organisation, who 
is your target market, who 
is your supplier, customers 
all those things need to be 
in place and we are ensur-
ing that they are at TAD 
Group.

“Another reason, busi-
nesses go down is because 
the entrepreneur is entirely 
dependent on the business 
as a means of livelihood. 
As the money is coming in, 
they are eating from the 
proceeds hence they can’t 
use it grow the business, 
this will not happen in TAD 
Group,” Adebola said.Babatunde Adebola
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Youghurt, butter & ice cream for cash 

 Baj e is Nige r ian first Fo od 
Technologist in the media

M
ilk is one animal 
product obtained 
from cattle and 
goats whose by-
products are both 

nutritious and have commercial 
value from milk, cream, butter, ice-
cream and yoghurts are obtained. 
Apart from these, there are other 
varieties of milk referred to as 
homogenised, vitamin-D type, 
filled and imitation, evaporated, 
condensed (sweetened), special, 
certified, low-sodium, flavoured 
and low fat milk, all rich in protein, 
fats and minerals.

 Fermented milk
Generally, fermented milk 

is made by the celchition of 
micro-organism cultures to milk. 
Buttermilk is produced through 
the action of streptococcus lacti 
on whole or skin milk. This is 
pasteurised to take care of 
pathogenic vegetative cells of 
bacteria and within 24 hours with 
formulation and acid. Buttermilk 
may be stabilized with gelatin to 
avoid the separation of casein.

 Yoghurt
This is popular with by-product 

delicacy enjoyed all over the 

world. To produce yoghurt milk 
is standardised to 3 percent or 
1.7 percent fat, homogenised and 
heated to 900C for between 15 
to 30 minutes. It is then cooled 
to between 43 to 450C, and 
inoculated with 1 to 2 percent 
mixed culture of Lactobacillus 
bulgaricus and Streptococcus 
thermophilus. The mixture is 
uncubated at this temperature for 
3 hours until the desired acidity of 
between 0.85 to 0.95 percent and 
pH 4.0 to 4.2 are obtained. Mature 
yoghurt lasts for between 10 and 
14 days.

However, changes can be made 
to the basic procedure which 
includes the addition of 3-5 percent 
skin milk before the inoculation to 
raise the intuitive value. This gives 
the product a better body and 
consistency. Addition of stabilisers 
such as gelatin of between 0.1 to 
0.3 percent, algamates and agar 
improve consistency and stability 
of the product. Sucrose of 4-11 
percent, fruit flavours and fruits 
may be added prior to or after 
fermentation. This is responsible 
for such flavours as strawberry 
and vanilla.

T h e  S t r e p t o c o c c u s 
thermophilus bacterium initiates 
the fermentation of lactose 
to lactic acid, reduces product 
redox potentials by removing 
oxygen and cause some milk 
protein breakdown through 
the production of proteolytic 
enzyme. This creates a favourable 
condition for the development 
of Lactobacillus bulgaricus 
which begins to develop when 
the pH has dropped to about 
4.5. The characteristic flavor is 
due to the lactic acid and trace 
amounts of ethanol, dimethyl 
propanol, ethanoic acid and other 
volatiles produced by bacterial 
fermentation. Lactobacillus 
bulgaricus is mainly responsible 
for the production of acetal dehyde 
which contributes both to the 

taste and shelf life of the yoghurt.
Cream.
When cream or fat globules are 

separated from whole milk and 
standardised to the prescribed 
fat content cream results. Creams 
may be prepared to have fat from 
12 to 80 percent, depending on 
the speed of the separator, the 
temperature of the milk, the rate of 
milk flow and the number of times 
the product is passed through the 
separator. Marker cream falls into 
discrete classes, depending on fat 
centenl. These are 10, 12, 18, 20, 25, 
30, 34, 36 and 48 percents.

 Whipping cream
This product of milk contains 

35 percent fat and is obtained 
when cream is whipped by 
beating or using high speed food 
mixer or blowing air into the 
cream. Whipped cream increases 
in volume and the percentage 
increase is called over-run.

Butter
As a favourite milk product for 

those who take it along with bread, 
butter is produced from milk fat 
to which salt and alkali may be 
added and the pH adjusted. It may 
also contain lactic acid eultines, 
annto, carotene andor turmeric as 
colouring agent.

Principally butter contains 
about 80 percent milk fat, 2 
percent milk solids and not more 
than 16 percent water. In the 
manufacture of butter, two or 
three days old milk is neutralised 
with sodium bicarbonate or 
sodium sequicaboriator. The milk 
is then pasteurised and cooled 
immediately to 4-50C. It is then 
held for several hours to solidify 
or crystallise fat.

The cream from milk is 
separated at high speed of 6000 
revolutions per minute (rpm). 
The churning inverts the cream 
emulsion so that fat forms the 
continuous phase.

Churning expanded milk and 
gases are given off. Churning 

continues until there is a break 
after 30 to 40 minutes churning 
time. It is at this point that fat 
globules are formed. They begin 
to separate from the cream-liquid-
butter-milk mixture. At this stage 
water is added at 2-30C at about 
5 percent volume of cream and 
run-off butter milk through a 
strainer. This is washed with water 
while the churning and run-off 
continue. About 1.52 percent salt is 
added into the mass and churned 
for further 15 to 17 minutes to 
work the butter.

At this time the residuant water 
and salt become incorporated into 
the fat particules which separate 
as a continuous compact mass 
of butter. The final moisture is 
removed and stored at -100C.

Ice cream
Obviously ice-cream is another 

people’s favourite milk product 
which has been a money-spinner 
for those engaged in the processing 
and sales. Ice-cream is a frozen 
milk product on milk or cream, 
sugar, stabliliser, emulsifies and 
flavouring materials.

The ingre dients include 
skim milk powder, butter or 
vegetable fat, sugar, emulsifier, 
flavouring and colouring agents. 
Natural emulsifiers used include 
egg yolk, whole egg, lecithin 
and menoglyceryl stearate 
while stability ingredients are 
gelatin, sodium alguiate, gum 
(carrageenan) and agar. Typical 
composition of commercial ice 
cream may contain 12 percent 
milk fat, 11 percent milk solids, 
non-fat, 15 percent sugar, 0.2 
percent stabiliser, 0.2 percent 
emulsifier and a trace of flavour. 
This would ultimately give total 
solids of 38.4 percent while the 
rest is water.

The flow-chard or processing 
stages start with the mixing 
and pasteurising of the above-
stated ingredients. They are 
homogenised to break down the 

fat globules and ensure uniformity 
in mixing. This can be done before 
or after pasteurisation.

Chilling and Ageing follow, 
before freezing and incorporation 
of air. Slow freezing brings about 
large crystals and does not allow 
it to melt easily. After freezing it 
becomes solid. It should freeze at a 
– 50C. The incorporation of air is to 
increase the volume of the cream 
and the quality of air incorporated 
is called over-run.

T h e  a d v a n t a g e  f o r 
incorporating air is that ice-cream 
is in frozen state and the air allows 
it to melt easily when licked.

The frozen ice-cream is filled 
into containers and hard-frozen. 
The mixed ingredients pasteurised 
at 650C for 30 minutes and 
then homogenised. Fruits and 
nuts, if desired are added after 
homogenisation. The mixture 
is cooled to 20C while being 
agitated then frozen and held at 
this temperature for between 3 to 
24 hours.

This process is called ageing 
and provides adequate time for 
the melted fat to solidify. During 
this period the gelatine and other 
stabilisers swell and combine with 
water. Milk protein also swells 
with water and the viscosity of the 
mix is increased. These exchanges 
lead to quicker whipping to desired 
over-run in the freezer, smoother 
ice-cream body and texture and 
slower ice-cream melt.

The cold milk is then pumped 
into a freezer with air incorporated 
into the mix. Both are chilled 
with the refrigerant circulating 
between the double walls. The 
mix is further frozen to -5.50C. Air 
is whipped in to create subdivided 
air cells. Air is incorporated in the 
cream so as to prevent it from 
being too dense, too hard and too 
cold in the mouth. 

Home ownership in economic recession
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H
ome ownership is the 
dream of everyone. This 
dream becomes more 
pronounced each time 

your annual rent is tickling out 
and the harsh reality of another 
rent payment stares you in the 
face. You are then left to ruminate 
in the aspiration of personal home 
ownership which is expected to 
emancipate you from the grip of 
(sometimes shylock) landlords who 
have over the years devised neck-
gripping tactics of managing their 
various Properties. Not even the 
various Tenancy Legislations by 
states have served as enough deter-
rents to emasculate some of these 
sharp practices. As my friend and 
colleague would say always; head 
or tail, when the chips are down, 
the Landlord wins! Today, I won’t 
dwell much on this as the business 
of the day needs as much energy.

No doubt there is a global eco-
nomic crunch. It is also no news 
that the Nigerian Economy is even 
in a deeper state of instability called 

RECESSION. This has aptly incapac-
itated the citizens’ ability to deliver 
in most fundamental responsibili-
ties to their dependants. The situ-
ation is even more frustrating as it 
appears the current government 
has not been able to effectively 
martial a water tight economic 
plan to paddle the Economy out 
of this troubled ocean. Instead; 
various government Agencies and 
appointees have kept on inundating 
helpless Nigerians with the obvious 
reasons that got us down this very 
unsavory economic state without 
equally advancing strategies that 
are sure to reverse the ugly trend. 
It was widely reported of late that 
in a forum, the President; General 
Buhari had to scream to high heav-
ens that he is not Lai Muhammad. 
An obvious pointer to the fact that 
the Commander-in-Chief himself 
is beginning to get uncomfortable 
with the very comical ways the 
‘Masquerade-enterprise’ advocacy 
minister handles the Information 
Ministry and the statement sum-

mersault of the baba. Again, this 
still is not the crux of today. Just 
that we can’t really have a good 
comprehension of the Matter for 
consideration if a mention is not 
made of some of these dramatic 
personae that have rather deepen 
our loss of faith in the system than 
otherwise.

Before the advent of this so 
much talked about Economic Reces-
sion, Home Ownership was not a 
tea-party. It was a huge economic 
burden to embark on Housing 
projects. Those who were involved 
either were doing so at the expense 
of the basic family comfort or were 
able to smartly augment their 
income sources to so achieve the 
insurmountable task of building 
their houses of choices. Landlords 
knew this and they didn’t spare 
a moment in cashing into this to 
manage their various properties.

At this time of Economic Reces-
sion, when even average Nigerians 
can hardly afford the least basic 
needs for  their families; Housing 

ownership has become a mission 
impossible for the common man 
except one avails himself of very 
sterling information that are sup-
portive of realizing such ambition 
of Home ownership. However, 
since Housing is a necessity and 
not a luxury to man, it is therefore 
not an option not to own one or at 
least live in one. It is important to 
note that; deciding against all odds 
to own one even at this challenging 
time is a decision that must be made 
by everyone who has a basic under-
standing of elementary accounting. 
This is where inbvesting in Real 
Estate is the best decision to make!
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S
tarting a business goes 
along with a lot of chal-
lenges, especially on 
the level of structure, 

process and modelling, de-
pending on your person-
ality type you may want 
to start an already tested, 
proved and successful busi-
ness models and processes, 
but with a defined methods, 
instructions and guidelines 
to follow, but this may not 
work for someone who is 
independent-minded, who 
wants to be in-charge of his 
processes. For that person 
that loves autonomy and 
absolute freedom, you may 
wish to commence your own 
new venture and have total 
control over everything, and 
grow from there. it actually 
depends on you…

“Should I start a franchise 
or start my own company?” 
This is a very tough ques-
tion, as successful franchise 
ownership requires a very 
specific mindset. Most suc-
cessful franchise owners are 
able to effectively combine a 
strong entrepreneurial spirit 
with a willingness to follow 
proven systems.

That combination is hard 
to find and a franchisee who 
lacks either attribute will like-
ly struggle. The franchisee 
who lacks an entrepreneur’s 
dogged determination will 
have a tough time dealing 
with profit-margin fluctua-
tion and other business-own-
ership risks. The franchisee 
who lacks the discipline and 
desire to follow franchise 
systems will alienate him or 
herself from the franchisor 
and fail to deliver experiences 
customers expect from the 
brand.

Now, at the risk of over-
simplifying this very com-

plex process, we’ll start with 
a quick overview to help fran-
chise prospects determine if 
it makes sense to stick with 
their job, pursue franchise 
ownership or launch their 
own business. Consider the 
following statements:

 Employee: If the risks of 
business ownership scare 
you and you lack an entre-
preneurial spirit, business 
ownership is likely not for 
you, whether it be your own 
or a franchise business.

 Creative entrepreneur: 
If you possess a creative 
mind that feels constricted 
by boundaries and models, 
starting your own business 
is likely your best bet.

 Executive entrepreneur: 
If you are comfortable operat-
ing within a proven system 
and value support over au-
tonomous freedom, franchis-
ing may be for you.

Of course, you should not 
make your decision based 
on which bullet fits you best. 
Those are simply conversa-
tion starters meant to help 
you explore your skills, per-
sonality, preferences, etc., in 
depth. Should you be serious 
about owning a franchise, I 
would recommend working 
with a franchise coach who 
can help you explore compa-
nies that fit your needs.

Here are the first three 
questions you should con-
sider when deciding between 
owning a franchise and own-
ing your own business. Use 
these as reference points 
when discussing business-
ownership options with a 

Starting a business, should I go 
for a franchise or new venture?

franchise coach.
Are you an entrepreneur 

at heart?  As mentioned 
above, business ownership 
of any kind requires an en-
trepreneurial spirit. You must 
be willing to act swiftly, lead 
confidently and accept full 
responsibility for your busi-
ness’ future. 

How much control do you 
need over the business?  Ac-
cess to an established brand 
and proven systems are two 
of the biggest advantages 
associated with running a 
franchise business. How-
ever, franchisees must devote 
themselves to training and 
follow the franchise model 
willingly to truly benefit 
from the franchise brand. If 
you constantly seek to make 
changes/tweaks to improve 
systems and prefer total con-
trol, franchising is probably 
not for you.

 How much risk are you 
willing to assume?  Buying 
into a franchise system allows 
business owners to minimise 
the risks they face as a busi-
ness owner. In return for a 
monthly royalty fee, fran-
chisees receive significant 
support from their franchisor. 

Support falls into the fol-
lowing categories: training 
and support, infrastructural 
backbone, franchisee com-
munity and re-salability. 
Together, these categories 
represent the value proposi-
tion of franchising. However, 
even the best franchise sys-
tem still requires successful 
business operation by each 
franchisee at the local level. 
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The risk associated with this 
is something that must be a 
motivator for you.

Remember, this is a very 
tough decision. While these 
questions can certainly help 
you determine whether busi-
ness ownership is for you, 
they do not help you deter-
mine what kind of business 
is right for you.

 Be sure to surround your-
self with an excellent team of 
advisors who can help you 
pinpoint a viable business-
ownership opportunity.

We would take other per-
spectives of this article next 
week as we discuss further, 
however you can contact 
me for business advisory 
services and training - send 
me a message via WhatsApp 
or SMS.

Boldness, ingredient for success

A
s 2017 begins to 
gain momentum, 
there are things 
we must have in 
place that would 

enable us maximise the oppor-
tunities that are inherent in it. 
Despite the fact that the scrip-
ture says that God daily loads 
us with benefits which is true 
and must be appropriated, a lot 
of people still wonder whether 
God is true to His word. This is 
because in their lives, the good-
ness of God is far from them. 
There is no benefit of any kind 
associated with their life. We 
need to talk about this mindset 
so that we do not lose out of the 
BEST that God has for us this 
year. In my own opinion there 
are three things I consider as 
being most important for suc-
cess in our lives, after the place 
of God. They are opportunity, 

preparation and boldness. This 
equation sums it up succinctly:

Opportunity+Preparation+
Boldness= Success

Some may wonder what 
BOLDNESS has got to do in 
this equation. It is not enough 
alone for you to be prepared 
for your opportunity, the place 
of boldness must be paramount 
in seizing opportunity. Joshua 
was prepared and armed to 
the teeth to take advantage 
of the opportunity that God 
gave to the children of Israel. 
He needed a lot of encourage-
ment, promptings of courage 
and boldness from God to take 
advantage of it. Truly, if the op-
portunity you are expecting is 
from God, it requires boldness 
for you to take advantage of 
it. It would not be according to 
your size, it would be accord-
ing to God’s size. This truth is 
unclear to so many people and 
it makes God look like a liar. 
What they are looking for is 
what their eyes can see, what 
is common and regular, what 
is not spectacular. However, 
what God is saying is that what 
He has in store for every one of 
His children is what their eyes 
have never seen, what their 
ears have never heard or what 
they never thought could be 
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possible. When God in His love 
makes what He has in store 
available to us, we remove 
ourselves from the equation 
because it is scary. It does not 
fit our definition of opportunity 
or success. We are programmed 
to expect the blessing of God ac-
cording to our size or that of our 
neighbour. It takes boldness for 
us to recognise it as being ours 
and then take advantage of it. 
The Bible says that the  only 
set of people that ‘signs and 
wonders’ follow, are the people 
that with boldness harness the 
opportunity that God is going 
to throw at them and run with 
it. They are not giving to fear, 
myopic and neither can they 
be easily intimidated.

Many opportunities are 
going to be presented to us this 
year that makes for success, 
we dare not lose them.  They 
will come big, awesome and in-
timidating. They may not even 
meet money in our pockets or in 
our accounts. It does not imply 
that they are not meant for us. 
You cannot take on giants with-
out reverting back to the author 
of the wisdom that makes for 
giant-killing. As you seek His 
face in prayer and receive en-
couragement from His word, 
the Spirit of Boldness takes you 

over; you come to term with 
the ability of God that is in you. 
With boldness you look the 
circumstance or situation in 
the face and say, “I will see you 
through to the end; I will not 
allow you to intimidate me in 
the least” in Jesus name. You 
will be surprised where all the 
ideas and strategies that are 
needed to succeed would begin 
to come from.

All that is required of you 
is not to give up in your mind 
by reason of what you do not 
have, but to be BOLD to lay 
hold of it. People do not die for 
daring to try, rather they die 
and loose out of life for fearing 
to try. As your opportunities 
come this year however big 
and daunting they may look, 
smile and embrace them with 
BOLDNESS for it is your oppor-
tunity. As you walk with God 
this year and fellowship with 
Him, Strength, BOLDNESS and 
confidence becomes the order 
of the day in your life in Jesus 
name. Scripture says it is not by 
power, nor by might, but by my 
Spirit says the LORD. The Spirit 
of God infuses divine strength 
and energy in you to take ad-
vantage of all that is yours.

Remain blessed as you re-
main BOLD.
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excellent 
lIfeWhat are the beѕt 

investment op-
portunities in 
Nigeria? Are 

you in search for small busi-
ness ideas in Nigeria? Then 
read on as I share with you 
a detailed list of some fast-
est growing small business 
opportunities in Nigeria for 
the moment.

For quite some time now, 
my email box has been filled 
with request from fellow 
Nigerian entrepreneurs ask-
ing for the fastest growing 
business opportunities in 
Nigeria which thеу саn invest 
in. Bеfоrе I proceed with аnу 
detailed explanation, I wаnt 
tо state сlеаrlу thаt thеrе аrе 
untapped small scale busi-
ness opportunities in еvеrу 
industry bоth in Nigeria аnd 

аll оvеr thе world; уоu juѕt 
nееd tо dig deeper tо find 
ѕuсh niches.

Nоw, fоr those reading 
my piece for the first time, I 
think it iѕ important to intro-
duce mуѕеlf briefly. I аm аn 
entrepreneurship consultant, 
small business expert and 
financial adviser to small 
business owners and startups, 
with a passion for sharing 
knowledge аnd learning frоm 
others.

Whilе thеrе аrе untapped 
business opportunities in 
еvеrу industry, thiѕ article 
will bе pointing оut thе fast-
est growing business op-
portunities in Nigeria. If уоu 
аrе non-Nigerian оr you are 
a Nigerian in the Diaspora 
wishing tо start a business in 
Nigeria; thеn уоu will find 
thiѕ list оf fastest growing 
business opportunities in 
Nigeria vеrу useful.

A lot оf things hаvе bееn 
ѕаid аbоut Nigeria аnd the 
harsh business terrain. If 
уоu аrе a non-Nigerian en-
trepreneur оr a Nigerian in 
the Diaspora; thеn thiѕ iѕ 
mу tаkе аbоut starting оr 
dоing business in Nigeria. 
If уоu аrе аn experienced 
serial entrepreneur оr аn 
entrepreneur with guts; thеn 
уоu ѕhоuld knоw thаt оnе оf 
thе bеѕt places tо invest уоur 
money аnd build a business 
iѕ in a developing economy.

Nigeria iѕ a developing 
country аnd оnе оf thе bеѕt 
places tо invest оr build a 
business. Thоugh thе risk iѕ 
high, ѕо iѕ thе reward. Likе 
I said; if уоu аrе аn entre-
preneur with guts tо tаkе 
оn business challenges likе 
Richard Branson; thеn thiѕ 
article iѕ fоr you. If уоu аrе 
hungry fоr entrepreneurial 
ideas аnd information; thеn 
sit back, grab a cup оf coffee 
аnd rеаd оn аѕ I present уоu 
a detailed list оf some of the 
fastest growing small busi-
ness ideas аnd opportunities 
in Nigeria.

Bеfоrе listing thе fastest 

growing business opportuni-
ties in Nigeria; lеt mе tеll 
уоu hоw I саmе аbоut thiѕ 
list. Sоmеtimе ago, I handed 
оut a task tо ѕоmе members 
оf mу strategic business 
team tо research аnd come 
up with a detailed report оn 
thе fastest growing business 
opportunities in Nigeria with 
moderate risk аnd strong 
profit potential within a 
defined timе frame. Aftеr 
ѕеvеrаl weeks оf painstaking 
research, mу team reported 
back with аn in-depth list 
of a number of hot business 
opportunities in Nigeria fоr 
the moment.

For organisation with a 
strategic diversification plan, 
wе аrе lооking аt thе vаriоuѕ 
options оf business oppor-
tunities available. While I 
аm nоt gоing tо tеll уоu thе 
specific industry I will bе 
breaking into; I аm gоing tо 
share with уоu a short extract 
frоm mу list оf some of the 
fastest growing business 
opportunities in Nigeria, 
according to the research.

Whаt if you don’t hаvе 
thе money оr capital tо start 
a business: Nоw I knоw Ni-
gerians аrе enterprising аnd 
industrious, but thе inabil-
ity tо access thе nесеѕѕаrу 
funds оr capital iѕ whаt iѕ 
holding back mоѕt Nigeri-
ans. Thе last administration 
wеnt a step ahead tо initiate 
a programme called “You-
Win” аnd tо bе sincere, I 
rеаllу laud that proactive 
measure and would wish 
more programmes in that 
direction from the present 
government. But YouWin 
and such programmes can’t 
finance everybody’s busi-
ness; уоu muѕt learn tо 
raise money оn уоur оwn 
withоut gоing tо thе bank.

Next week, we shall be 
revealing more of these rare 
business opportunities in 
our environment. Call, send 
an SMS, or contact me on 
WhatsApp for more details 
and training opportunities.

Fastest growing small 
business opportunities in 
Nigeria at the moment 
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E
ach metropolitan city 
in Nigeria largely use 
specific brand of cars 
for taxis. For instance, 
in Benin City of Edo 

State, Audi 80 manufactured 
by Volkswagen is dominant 
as taxis while in Ibadan, Oyo 
State, the vast majority of taxis 
are Nissan Micra cars. In Bau-
chi State, taxi operators are in 
love with Vectra Opel.

Many reasons drive this 
preference. Our state corre-
spondents report that what 
influences use of brand of cars 
for taxis is availability of spare 
parts and easy to handle by 
auto mechanics.

Again, does culture also 
have any role to play in these 
preferences in different cities?  
According to American writer 
and political commentator, 
Walter Lippmann, Culture is 
the name for what people are 
interested in, their thoughts, 
their models, the books they 
read and the speeches they 
hear, historical sense and sci-
entific training, the values they 
appreciate, the quality of life 
they admire. All communities 
have a culture”.

 An analyst explained that 
the dominant use of particular 
cars as taxis in a city could also 
be influenced by earlier users 
of such cars who passed on the 
culture to later comers in the 
business. BusinessDay spoke to 
some taxi operators in different 
cities on why certain brand of 
cars dominates as taxis in their 
city.

 Benin City
In Benin City of Edo State, 

our correspondent, Idris Mo-
moh reports that Audi 80, a 
Volkswagen product is mostly 
used for commercial purpose 
by taxi drivers especially for 
intra-city.

The patronage was also lim-
ited to the Government Res-
ervation Areas (GRA) where 
commercial buses are not al-
lowed. Garuba Sulemain and 
Festus John, operators of taxi 
with Audi 80 car for commer-
cial purpose in GRA axis of 
the state capital attributed the 
patronage of the car to its less 
consumption of fuel, cheap and 
easy to maintain and strong na-
ture of the car.

Suleiman said in spite of the 
strong body and good nature 
of the engine of the car it also 
gives less problems to the op-
erators.

‘’We enjoy every bit of Audi 
80 car in the course of our 
work. The car is very cheap to 
maintain, consume less fuel 

and above all whatever the bad 
state of roads and the volume 
of erosion the engine hardly 
fails us’’, he said.

 Ibadan /Ado Ekiti
In Ibadan, Oyo State, our 

correspondent reports,  Akin-
remi Feyisipo said that Nissan 
Micra represent 80 percent of 
cars used as taxis. In Ekiti, es-
pecially the state capital, Ado 
Ekiti, Toyota product is com-
mon for taxis, while in Ikole 
and Ikere,the Suzuki Minibus  
called “Korope” that looks like 
‘danfo’ which can only contain 
7 passengers and a driver are 
used as taxis.

 Speaking with BusinessDay, 
Babatunde Yusuf who plies 
Mokola to Iwo Road said Micra 
is fuel economical that is why 
most transporters use them for 
taxis.

 Another driver who plies 
Iwo Road to Olodo, Saheed Ba-
kare said “ you can see most 
taxis in Ibadan, are using Micra 
because it is durable and eco-
nomical, even the spare parts 
are not expensive and they are 
available”.

on it by making it bigger than 
it is now adding that the car is 
good for maneuvering on the 
road but it can be made bigger.

Spare parts, fuel economy, culture 
dictate brand of cars as taxis in cities
Report compiled 
by  Daniel Obi

taxi cab in Enugu state. 
Speaking to Businessday, 

one of the leaders of taxi opera-
tors in Enugu, Mike Chukwu 
said the vehicle is very strong 
with factory fitted Air condi-
tion and that the fuel consump-
tion is very low, he also said 
that the maintenance of the 
vehicle is affordable because 
the parts are available and not 
very expensive. He however 
advised that the lighting is poor 
as it does not go far at night, 
manufacturers should also im-
prove the brain box of the car.

Uyo
 Our Akwa Ibom Corre-

spondent, Aniefok Udonquak 
reports that use of taxis in Uyo, 
the Akwa Ibom State capital is 
only beginning to be a popu-
lar means of intra-city trans-
port. Before now, motorcycles 
were widely used. Keke Napep 
took over when cyclists were 
banned

 But with city growing and 
population increasing, a hand-
ful of taxis have become no-
ticeable in the city. He reports 
that there is no dominant  car  
used as taxi in Uyo.

 
Abeokuta
In Abeokuta, the Ogun state 

capital, Razaq Ayinka reports 

that  Nissan brands such as 
Almera, Sunny, Micra and old 
Datsun brand are the major 
auto brands being used as com-
mercial vehicles. He attributed 
this  mentality and loyalty of 
most of the drivers to Japanese 
brands such Datsun, Nissan and 
Toyota. 

Akure
In Akure, Ondo State  com-

mercial drivers use what is 
available as commercial ve-
hicles once they can bring in 
profits.. 

“We don’t have a particular 
brand here in Akure or around 
Ondo states, although as you 
can see there are Volkswagen, 
Nissan, Toyota, Mitsubishi, Maz-
da, Honda, Kia and even old Dat-
sun, in as much as it would serve 
you well and generate revenue 
on daily basis for the owner”, 
these were the words of Paul 
Toromade in Akure. 

 Jos, Plateau State
Our correspondent in Jos, 

Hope Ikwe Dosunmu reports 
that in Jos, Volks wagen prod-
uct ( Golf 3 Wagon, Golf Vento 
and Jetta) and Vectra Opel 
product are mostly used for 
Taxi while Vectra products are 
mostly used for taxi in Bauchi 
State.

 Most users of Volkswagen 
car said that the cars are cheap 
to maintain and also the spare 
parts are relatively cheaper. 
Yakubu Umar who uses a Volk-
swagen car for taxi affirmed 
that the “engine of Volkswagen 
cars are strong and uses fuel 
economically “.

 Umar  advised that the back 
shock absorber should be im-
proved upon as he also decried 
the sales of substandard spare 
parts by dealers. 

Most owners of Vectra 
Opel product said the car has 
advantage of low fuel con-
sumption, affordable spare 
parts, “good legs” but pointed 
out that the shaft should be 
improved upon.

 Yenegao
Samuel Ese, in Yenagoa re-

ports that there  are several 
makes of cars that are used as 
taxis in Yenagoa, the capital of 
Bayelsa State but Mazda 323 
brand  dominates.

The only taxis that are paint-
ed in the state colours are the 
Chevrolets that were distrib-
uted by Governor Seriake Dick-
son in his partnership scheme 
to improve transportation 
within the state capital.

As at now, so many opera-
tors prefer the Mazda 323 due 
to its fuel economy and cheap 
maintenance but some opera-
tors have durability issues with 
the car.

 Abbas Kolawole who uses to 
Micra to transport passengers 
from Oke Padre to UI said the 
car is always rented to drivers 
on installment basis. Kolawole 
said the car maker can improve 

commuters on charter basis.

 Enugu
Our Correspondent in Enu-

gu, Regis Anukwuoji reports 
that in Enugu Nissan Sunny 

Lagos
Our correspondent reports 

that in Lagos, there is no spe-
cific brand of cars largely used 
as both official (yellow colour 
painted) and unofficial taxis. 
What matters to commuters in 
Lagos is comfort as taxis convey 

cars are largely used as taxis.
After the regime of Jim 

Nwonodo, Enugu state had no 
taxi operators until Sullivan 
Chime took over the office as 
governor of Enugu state. This is 
because the street roads were 
in very bad state that taxis 
could not pass through them.

Chime started by recon-
structing the street roads 
thereafter introduced taxis 
by stopping the motorcyclists 
that were the major trans-
port system in the metropolis. 
He brought in Nissan Sunny 
and encouraged those operat-
ing Okada to buy them at an 
agreed price, with good pay-
ment system, most people 
keyed into that and today Nis-
san Sunny is the most used   



I
n looks, Olaide Bolatito Kareem is not differ-
ent from an amiable female banker; she is 
beautiful and well groomed. But when it is 
time to work, she really gets down to it, look-
ing rugged and focused.  “I am a shoe maker. 

I am goal oriented and I shamelessly throw my 
entire heart and soul into every new project and 
endeavour in my life. I am accustomed to giving 
everything 100 percent”, she confesses.

Like every other person, she is inspired by suc-
cess. “It pushes me to do more and better.”

Bolatito has been in the shoe business since 
2014, though at that point in time she was still 
into buying and selling of foot wears from other 
people. “In 2016, I started producing the foot wears 
myself. It was a slow start I must admit. But gradu-
ally and thanks to social media and the love for 
‘Naija’ made products, I was able to reach out to 
a lot of people.”

The main material for Boldefeet sandals and 
slippers is leather. Bolatito’s materials and ac-
cessories are sourced from the local markets in 
Lagos Nigeria.

One can deduce that her specialty and exper-
tise is in making of female shoes. “I do more of the 
female foot wear.”

For her, the push for Made in Nigeria products 
is a good one, albeit, difficult at times to get people 
to patronise it. “Though it takes a lot of convincing 
before people decide to go for Nigerian made prod-
ucts, they tend to come back for more after seeing 
and experiencing the quality of the products.”

She describes her designs as ‘distinct!’, “Not 
your regular pam slippers,” she says.

She is inspired into the shoe making business 
by her fascination with the intricacies of building 
a shoe out of nothing. ”I used to buy shoes from a 
shoe maker and sell. I was so in love with the foot 
wears and I started imagining how it was made. I 
look at a footwear whether from my supplier or 
not and then I imagine how it is made; the cut-
ting, sewing, building and all. It was an interest I 
could not resist.

 She is convinced that in the next three years, 
Boldefeets will be, “On your foot as that signifi-
cant pair to complete your outfit, and as a trusted 
Nigerian brand you cannot afford not to have”.

BoldeFeet: a significant pair indeed!
Life&Living
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MABEL DIMMA

W
hen most people think 
of Fashion, they auto-
matically think ‘wom-
en’, so when they talk 
about men’s fashion, 

what comes to your mind? To be honest, 
the first thing I think of when I hear men’s 
fashion is Europe. European men have 
to be the most fashion forward men and 
permit me to say they are so Hawt! The 
French men, surely get women drool-
ing on the streets at Paris fashion week; 
the British men turn heads with their 
trends, neatly cut beard, accessories and 
well gelled hair, all full of swag; and my 
oh my, the Italian men kill the show at 
Milan fashion week with their perfectly 
tailored suits, shiny leather shoes, brief-
cases and well fitted pants.

However, it was Men’s Fashion Week 
in New York from January 30 to Febru-
ary 2, 2017 and the Americans came out 
to show their European counterparts that 
they’ve got style, loads of it too.

New York Men’s Fashion Week 
(FW17) has revealed so many unique 
styles featured in many top designer’s fall 
collection this year and there are so many 
new things on the run way, some designs 
never experimented on before.

Brands worn on the runway include 
Balenciaga, Vetements, Raf Simons, 
Champion, OFF-WHITE, adidas, Nike, 

What to learn from New York Men’s Fashion Week 2017
JUMOKE AKIYODE - Street style: The streets of New York 

were appropriately represented with all 
Steve Aoki’s models as skateboarders. The 
Dim Mak clothes designed by Steve Aoki 
featured a lot of popular New York fash-
ion styles such as hooded sweat shirts, 
skinny jeans, baggy shirts and colours 
especially from Nautica.

- Accessories: Fabulous, the popular 
American rapper said his fashion tip for 
this year would be ‘accessorize’, and we 
saw a lot of models wearing accessories 
at the fashion week. Most of them like 
Rochambeau, the designer had scarves, 
hats or blinged out chains to complement 
their looks.

Art: FW17 showcased both fashion 
and art. As the models walked the run-
way, there were beautiful art perfor-
mances behind.

Colours: Design houses such as Land-
lord used a lot of colours on their models. 
Men now wear bright colours. We even 
saw pink trousers and shirts, with some 
models having their hair dyed with bright 
multi colours.

Something Old: Some old trends are 
coming back. We spotted a model wear-
ing the good old bandana and it looked 
great.

In fact, the New York Men’s Fashion 
Week almost convinced me that men 
are more fashion conscious than women 
these days.

Supreme and many more.
Some of the unique things we learnt 

from the fashion week are;
-Eccentric styles: Most designers had 

eccentric styles in their collection, using 

fabrics like shinny silk, satin, khakis, ny-
lon and leather to create unique designs 
which might not necessarily be your nor-
mal every day style but would be fantastic 
to make a show at any red carpet event.



On Your DSTV This Week 

PERSONALITY OF THE WEEK

American actor, poet, filmmaker and play-
wright James Morrison was born on April 21, 
1954 in Bountiful, Utah. Raised in Anchorage, 
Alaska, he began his performing career as a 
clown and wire walker for a local circus, and 
served his theatrical apprenticeship at the Alas-
ka Repertory Theater. He has since gone on to 
become a renowned stage actor, appearing in 
plays directed by the likes of Emily Mann, Jack 
O’Brien, Des McAnuff, Charles Nelson Reilly, 
and his acting teacher, Harry Mastrogeorge.

As a stage actor, Morrison has won 
numerous accolades, including honors from 
the Los Angeles Drama Critics Circle and the 
Drama-Logue Awards. Morrison has also writ-
ten several plays, which has been exhibited in 
venues across the country. He has also dabbled 
on poetry and writing radio plays which were 
aired around the world.

BEHIND CAMERA PERSONALITY OF THE WEEK

Sofia Coppola’s acting career, marked by frequent 
criticisms of nepotism, began while she was an 
infant, as she made background appearances in 
seven of her father’s films. The best known of these 
early roles is her appearance in The Godfather as the 
infant Michael Francis Rizzi in the baptism scene. 
Coppola returned to her father’s trilogy in both the sec-
ond and third Godfather films, playing an immigrant 
child in Part II and playing Michael Corleone’s daugh-
ter in Part III, after the originally cast actress Winona 
Ryder discontinued her involvement with the film. 
Coppola also acted in her father’s films The Outsid-
ers (1983), in a scene where Matt Dillon, Tommy 
Howell, and Ralph Macchio are eating at a Dairy 
Queen; Rumble Fish (1983); The Cotton Club (1984); 
and as Kathleen Turner’s sister Nancy Kelcher in 
Peggy Sue Got Married (1986) who she would later 
work with on her feature film directing debut, The 
Virgin Suicides.
Frankenweenie (1984) was the first film that she 
performed in that was not associated with her 

James Morrison Sofia Coppola

BD

A MOST VIOLENT YEAR
 

In 1981 New York, a fuel supplier 
(Oscar Isaac) tries to adhere to his 

own moral compass amid the 
rampant violence, corruption and 
decay that threaten his family and 

his business.
February 10 2017 

20:00

The Catch
This thriller from the minds of 

Shonda Rhimes and Betsy Beers fea-
tures Mirelle Enos as Alice Vaughan, 
a strong and successful private inves-
tigator. Things take a turn when Alice 
is expertly conned by her fiance, who 

disappears with millions.

February 5 2017 
21:20 

Grandfathered
“ER” and “Full House” star John 

Stamos plays a version of himself: 
a charismatic, longtime bachelor 
named Jimmy who finds his life 
turned upside down when he 

learns that not only is he the father 
of a grown man named Gerald, but 
also a grandfather to Gerald’s baby 

daughter. 
February 7 2017 

6:00

Teacher of the Year 
After winning the California teacher 
of the year award, Mitch receives a 
tempting offer that may force him 

from his job.
February 7 2017 

10:10 

SEVEN 
When retiring police Detective Wil-
liam Somerset (Morgan Freeman) 

tackles a final case with the aid of newly 
transferred David Mills (Brad Pitt), they 

discover a number of elaborate and 
grizzly murders. 
February 6 2017 

20:45 

A Dark Reflection
A journalist digs deep into the world of 

aviation and discovers some uncomfort-
able truths (serious risks to passengers 

for decades). The conspiracy trail dating 
back to 1954; but why is no one saying 

anything?
February 5 2017 

11:25 

The Italian Job
After a heist in Venice, Steve (Edward 

Norton) turns on his partners in crime, 
killing safecracker John Bridger (Donald 
Sutherland) and keeping all the gold for 
himself. The rest of the team, including 
leader Charlie Croker (Mark Wahlberg), 
driver Handsome Rob (Jason Statham), 

explosives man Left Ear (Mos Def) 
and tech geek Lyle (Seth Green), vows 

revenge. 
February 6 2017 

25:35 

Olympus Has Fallen
The unthinkable happens when heavily 

armed and highly trained terrorists 
launch a bold daytime attack on the 

White House. The building is overrun, 
and President Benjamin Asher (Aaron 

Eckhart) and his staff are taken hostage.
February 7 2017 

19:00

Channel 110 Movies Action Channel 101 Channel 102 Movies Family MNET Movies Action 106

THE FIFTH ESTATE
 WikiLeaks founder Julian 

Assange (Benedict Cumber-
batch) and a colleague, Daniel 

Domscheit-Berg (Daniel Brühl), 
join forces to become watchdogs 
over actions of the privileged and 

powerful. 
February 13 2017 

9:35 

Reasonable Doubt
A prosecutor (Dominic Cooper) 

commits a fatal hit-and-run, then 
manipulates the case so that the 

man who was arrested for the 
crime is acquitted. After the trial, 
he discovers that his actions have 

freed a guilty man.
September 30 2016 

2:45 
 

Face/Off
Obsessed with bringing terrorist 
Castor Troy to justice, FBI agent 
Sean Archer tracks down Troy, 

who has boarded a plane in Los 
Angeles. After the plane crashes 

and Troy is severely injured, 
possibly dead, Archer undergoes 

surgery to remove his face and 
replace it with Troy’s.

February 8 2017 
16:40 

The Rock
FBI chemical warfare expert 
Stanley Goodspeed (Nicolas 

Cage) is sent on an urgent 
mission with a former British 

spy, John Patrick Mason (Sean 
Connery), to stop Gen. Francis 
X. Hummel (Ed Harris) from 
launching chemical weapons 

on Alcatraz Island into San 
Francisco. 

THE WAY, WAY BACK
 

Duncan (Liam James) is an awkward 
teen who must spend the summer 
at a beach house with his mother 

(Toni Collette), her boyfriend, Trent 
(Steve Carell), and Trent’s obnoxious 

daughter.
February 9 2017 

13:55 

Dennis the Menace
Mischievous Dennis Mitchell (Mason 

Gamble) makes the life of neighbor 
George Wilson (Walter Matthau) 

miserable with his overactive energy 
and inadvertent troublemaking.

February 6 2017 
18:45 

Last Holiday
The discovery that she has a terminal 

illness prompts introverted sales-
woman Georgia Byrd (Queen Latifah) 
to reflect on what she realizes has been 

an overly cautious life. So Georgia 
withdraws her life savings and jets 
off to Europe where she lives like a 

millionaire. 
February14 2017 

19:00

Save the Last Dance
Sara (Julia Stiles) is moved from a 

small Midwestern town to the south 
side of Chicago when her mother dies 

in a car accident, and must live with 
her father. She soon falls for an African 

American teenager (Sean Patrick 
Thomas) at her new high school and 

he has less than an idyllic past.
February 7 2017 

13:35 

OUTCAST
 

A man who has been possessed by de-
mons since he was young. His search 

for answers -- and redemption -- leads 
him into a relationship with Reverend 
Anderson, a West Virginia evangelist 
who believes he is fighting in a holy 

war against Earth’s evil forces.
February 11 2017 

20:25 
Cougar Town

A divorced mother must face the harsh 
realities of dating and aging in a youth- 
and beauty-obsessed culture. Having 
spent her 20s tackling the responsi-

bilities of marriage and motherhood, 
she finds that her 40s are a journey of 

self-discovery amid friends, family and 
an ex-husband.

February 14 2017 
17:55 

Castle
Bored with his success, celebrated 
mystery novelist Rick Castle teams 
with NYPD Detective Kate Beckett 
to solve the case of a copycat killer 

who re-creates murder scenes from 
Rick’s novels. While solving the case, 
the two realize that their unorthodox 

partnership has its benefits and decide 
to continue working together.

February 9 2017 
9:35 

The Simpsons
American sitcom

This long-running animated comedy 
focuses on the eponymous family in 

the town of Springfield in an unnamed 
U.S. state. The head of the Simpson 

family, Homer, is not a typical family 
man.

February 14 2017 
4:25

HANNIBAL 
Gifted criminal profiler Will Graham has 
a unique way of thinking that allows him 

to empathize with anyone, including 
psychopaths. But while helping the FBI 
pursue a particularly complicated serial 

killer, he decides he could use some 
help and enlists the brilliant psychiatrist 

Hannibal Lecter.
February 9 2017 

23:00 

Ray Donovan
Ray Donovan is a “fixer” for Hollywood’s 
elite. He is the go-to guy that the city’s ce-
lebrities, athletes and business moguls 
call to make their problems disappear. 

It’s a much more lucrative job than 
his previous work as a ruthless South 

Boston thug.
February 10 2017 

1:00

Californication
David Duchovny returns to series televi-
sion in this adult sitcom as Hank Moody, 

an alcoholic, womanizing novelist 
struggling to help raise his precocious 

daughter, Becca, while still yearning for 
his sophisticated ex, Karen. 

February 5 2017 
20:40 

Mr. Robot
Young, anti-social computer program-

mer Elliot works as a cybersecurity 
engineer during the day, but at night 

he is a vigilante hacker. He is recruited 
by the mysterious leader of an under-
ground group of hackers to join their 

organization.
February 9 2017 

3:00

Channel 111 Romance Fox Channel 25 
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With 

Nathaniel Akhigbe

1995 when he got his first regular television 
role, playing Lt. Col. T.C. McQueen’s character 
in the short-lived science fiction series Space: 
Above and Beyond. In 2005, he got another 
regular television role, appearing in the popu-
lar action series 24 as steady-handed CTU 
head Bill Buchanan.

In 2012, Morrison was cast as Gordon 
Murphy on the ABC drama series Revenge. 
At present, he plays Frank Bisgaard on Those 
Who Kill. 

Morrison has also appeared in numerous 
films, his first being the independent release 
Unfinished Business in 1987, and moving on 
to star in notable releases such as Desert Cross, 
Shadow of Doubt, The One, Catch Me If You 
Can and Jarhead. He has also produced and 
directed his own film, Parking, which appeared 
in several film festivals in 1996. The short film 
has won the Audience Award in that year’s 
Slamdance Film Festival in Utah. 

father; however, it often goes unnoted 
due to her stage name “Domino”, 
which she adopted at the time because 
she thought it was glamorous.The 1989 
short film, entitled Life Without Zoe, 
was released as part of a tripartite an-
thology film New York Stories, and was 
co-written by a teenage Coppola with 
her father, who also directed the film.
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Morrison also has an ac-
complished career on screen. 
He began acting for television 
in 1984, and has since appeared 
in different shows portraying 
numerous guest roles. It was in 



TV DRAMA FILMS PERSONALITY
Showing from 27th of January, to 2nd of February, 

2017  at the Silverbird Cinemas, SeAbuja THE WEEK ESSENTIAL NEW RELEASES 

COMING SOON MOVIE REVIEW
Synopsis:
Ocean’s Eight is an 
upcoming American 
comedy heist film di-
rected by Gary Ross and 
written by Olivia Milch. 
It is a spin-off of the 
Ocean’s Trilogy, and 
will be released on June 
8, 2018 by Warner Bros. 
Pictures. 

T
here are big differences be-
tween Rocky and Rambo, but 
I’m not sure what the differ-

ence is between Dominic and Xan-
der Cage, the roles Vin Diesel plays 
in his two big movie franchises, 
“Fast & Furious” and “XXX.” They 
have the same hair. They both are 
thrill seekers. They both often find 
themselves outlaws. And they both 
invariably end up in some interna-
tional intrigue, upon which rests the 
fate of the human race.
Perhaps the difference is that Xan-
der Cage is a smiley kind of guy. He 
smiles a lot. “XXX: Return of Xander 
Cage” is not in the same league as 
the original “XXX,” which Rob Co-
hen directed with vigor and force in 
2002. The joke is that Xander Cage 
can do anything. In his first appear-
ance here, he is stealing a satellite 
receiver from the top of a tower. To 
escape the authorities in pursuit, he 
dons skis, jumps 100 feet, and skis 
down a wooded hill.

Ocean’s Eight

Synopsis:
P e o p l e 
c o m m i t 
u n t h i n k -
a b l e  a c t s 
every day. 
Ti m e  a n d 
again,  w e 
grapple to 
understand 
what drives 
a person to 
do such ter-
rible things. 

The Bye Bye Man

xXx: Return of Xander Cage

So, anyway, somebody has invented a device 
that causes satellites to drop from the sky, and 
then enter the atmosphere and explode into the 
ground. Following the story line of “XXX: Return 
of Xander Cage” is easy, as long as you don’t try. 
Don’t worry about it. Toward the end, the action 
becomes repetitive and tiresome, but there are 
pleasures to be had. Diesel is a terrific action star, 
in that he can give a movie a lift just by being there. 

Reviewer: Tom Huddleston
Interested readers can also review a movie of his or 
her choice of not more than 200 words and sends 
to: nathaniel.akhigbe@businessdayonline.com.
SMS only: 08054692431 

 Synopsis:
Ingrid Goes West is an American 
comedy-drama film directed by Matt 
Spicer and written by Spicer and David 
Branson Smith. The film stars Aubrey 

Ingrid Goes West

7SUNDAYBD 

NEWS

Synopsis:
When a wounded 
Christian Grey tries to 
entice a cautious Ana 
Steele back into his life, 
she demands a new 
arrangement before she 
will give him another 
chance. As the two 
begin to build trust and 
find stability, shadowy 
figures from Christian’s 
past start to circle 

FIFTY SHADES DARKERRESIDENT EVIL: THE FINAL CHAPTER SAVING DREAMS

ARRIVAL

THE WEDDING PARTY

A DOG PURPOSE

RAEES

Synopsis:
Retired super-assassin 
John Wick’s plans to 
resume a quiet civilian 

JOHN WICK: CHAPTER 2

Synopsis:
After coming out of self-
imposed exile, daredevil 
operative Xander Cage 
(Vin Diesel) must race 
against time to recover a 
sinister weapon known 
as Pandora’s Box, a device 
that controls every military 

xXx: RETURN OF XANDER CAGE

satellite in the world. Re-
cruiting a new group of thrill-
seeking cohorts, Xander 
finds himself entang… More
Initial release: 19 January 
2017 (Germany)
Director: D. J. Caruso
Stars: Vin Diesel, Donnie 
Yen, Deepika Padukone

the couple, determined to 
destroy … 
Initial release: 9 February 
2017 (Russia)
Director: James Foley

Initial release: 8 June 2018 
(USA)
Director: Gary Ross
Stars: Olivia Munn, Dakota 
Fanning, Matt Damon, Rihanna 

Matthew McConaughey 

Hollywood is currently engaged in a culture war with 
Donald Trump. The billionaire property magnate 
has been the butt of more scathing rebukes and 
wisecracks from tinsel town actors than any President 
in recent history.  
This makes it all the more surprising Matthew Mc-
Conaughey has gone against the grain and provided 
a positive perspective on Mr Trump’s presidency. 
The Oscar-winning actor, who is known for his roles 
in Wolf of Wall Street and True Detective, urged Hol-
lywood to “embrace” Mr Trump.
McConaughey argued Americans should learn to 
be “constructive” even if they do not agree with the 
President.
Appearing on the Andrew Marr Show, he was pressed 
about whether it was time for Hollywood to give the 
President a break.
“Every single American actor or arty type who comes 
over to London dumps on Trump. You all completely 
hate him. Do you think it’s time maybe Hollywood 
or the cultural elite of America gave this guy a break,” 
asked Marr.
“They don’t have a choice now,” McConaughey 
replied. “He’s our president. It’s very dynamic and 
as divisive of a time and inauguration as we’ve had, 
at the same time, it’s time for us to embrace. Shake 
hands with this fact, be constructive with him over the 
next four years”. 

Mcconaughey urges 
Hollywood to ‘embrace’ 
President Trump
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Synopsis:
Picking up immedi-
ately after the events 
in Resident Evil: 
Retribution, Alice 
(Milla Jovovich) is the 
only survivor of what 
was meant to be hu-
manity’s final stand 
against the undead.

Synopsis:
A naive girl with 
dreams of stardom, 
marries a powerful 
man, who abuses her 
while running a foun-
dation that protects 
abused women.

Synopsis:
When 12 mysterious spacecraft ap-
pear around the world, linguistics 
professor Louise Banks is tasked with 
interpreting the language of the alien 
passengers inside.
Saturday: 11:10AM, 1:20PM, 3:40PM, 
6:00PM, 8:20PM
Sunday: 11:10AM, 1:20PM, 3:40PM, 
6:00PM, 8:20PM
Monday: 11:10AM, 1:20PM, 3:40PM, 
6:00PM, 8:20PM
Tuesday: 11:10AM, 1:20PM, 3:40PM, 
6:00PM, 8:20PM
Wednesday: 11:10AM, 1:20PM, 
3:40PM, 6:00PM, 8:20PM
Thursday: 11:10AM, 1:20PM, 3:40PM, 
6:00PM, 8:20PM

Synopsis:
The Wedding party follows the she-
nanigans that go on during the plan-
ning of a wedding in Nigeria. Dunni 
a 24 year old art gallery owner and 
only daughter of her parents, Engineer 
Bamidele and Mrs. 
Friday: 12:10PM, 2:10PM, 4:10PM, 
6:10PM, 8:10PM
Saturday: 12:10PM, 2:10PM, 4:10PM, 
6:10PM, 8:10PM
Sunday: 12:10PM, 2:10PM, 4:10PM, 
6:10PM, 8:10PM
Monday: 12:10PM, 2:10PM, 4:10PM, 
6:10PM, 8:10PM

Friday:  12:30PM, 2:40PM, 4:50PM, 
7:00PM, 9:10PM
Saturday: 12:30PM, 2:40PM, 4:50PM, 
7:00PM, 9:10PM
Sunday: 12:30PM, 2:40PM, 4:50PM, 
7:00PM, 9:10PM
Monday: 12:30PM, 2:40PM, 4:50PM, 
7:00PM, 9:10PM
Tuesday: 12:30PM, 2:40PM, 4:50PM, 
7:00PM, 9:10PM
Wednesday: 12:30PM, 2:40PM, 4:50PM, 
7:00PM, 9:10PM
Thursday: 12:30PM, 2:40PM, 4:50PM, 
7:00PM, 9:10PM

Synopsis:
A dog looks to discover his purpose in 
life over the course of several lifetimes 
and owners.
Friday:  12:00PM, 4:30PM, 6:15PM
Saturday: 12:00PM, 4:30PM, 6:15PM
Sunday: 12:00PM, 4:30PM, 6:15PM
Monday: 12:00PM, 4:30PM, 6:15PM
Tuesday: 12:00PM, 4:30PM, 6:15PM
Wednesday: 12:00PM, 4:30PM, 6:15PM
Thursday: 12:00PM, 4:30PM, 6:15PM

Synopsis:
Criticizing the prohibition of alcohol, 
prostitution and illegal drugs in Guja-
rat, this film unfolds the story of a cruel 
and clever bootlegger, whose business 
is highly challenged by a tough cop.
Friday:  12:30PM, 3:20PM
Saturday:  12:30PM, 3:20PM
Sunday:  12:30PM, 3:20PM
Monday:  12:30PM, 3:20PM
Tuesday:  12:30PM, 3:20PM

Saturday: 2:50PM, 6:40PM, 8:30PM
Sunday: 2:50PM, 6:40PM, 8:30PM
Monday: 2:50PM, 6:40PM, 8:30PM
Tuesday: 2:50PM, 6:40PM, 8:30PM
Wednesday: 2:50PM, 6:40PM, 8:30PM
Thursday: 2:50PM, 6:40PM, 8:30PM

life are cut short when 
Italian gangster Santino 
D’Antonio shows up on 
his doorstep with a gold 
marker, compelling him to 
repay past favors. Ordered 
by Winston, kingpin of 
secret assassin society The 
Continental, to respect the 
orga… More

Plaza, Elizabeth Ol-
sen, O’Shea Jackson 
Jr., Wyatt Russell, and 
Billy Magnussen. 
Initial release: 20 Jan-
uary 2017
Director: Matt Spicer
Stars: Angelica Amor, 
Megan Griffey, An-
drew Horschak

THE WEEK ESSENTIAL NEW RELEASES 

But what if all of the questions we’re asking 
are wrong? What if the cause of all evil is not 
a matter of what...but who? 
Initial release: 13 January 2017 (USA)
Director: Stacy Title
Stars: Douglas Smith, Lucien Laviscount, 
Cressida Bonas



L
ucy’s pregnancy was 
talk of the town. Not 
that she was the first 
w o m a n  e ve r  t o  g e t 
pregnant – of course, 

there was Eve in the Bible who 
gave birth to Cain and Abel – 
just that she had waited for a 
whole decade for it to come. At 
last, her prayers and those of 
her family, friends and well-
wishers had been answered. For 
her mother especially, it was 
the greatest news she had heard 
i n  1 0  ye a r s .  H e r  h u s b a n d ’ s 
people were also joyful for a 
while, until everything turned 
sour again.

It was the longest 10 years 
of Lucy’s life of 40 years. It was 
10 years of sadness, torment 
and torture. In the family into 
which she was married, she was 
the only woman who hadn’t 
borne a child. The wives of her 
husband’s brothers, all three 
of them, conceived and bore a 
child within their first year of 
marriage. She often asked God 
why her own situation would 
be different, especially when 
the other wives, in the midst 
of a minor misunderstanding, 
mocked her for her childless-
ness.

Lucy’s mother-in-law gave 
her no peace. Whenever she 
came around, she would touch 
her stomach and say, “Is there 
a child in there now? Or is it 
still filled with my son’s food? 
Because that’s all you’re good 
at, squandering my son’s money. 
Perform the role for which you 
were married into this family, 
for where?”

Her husband’s two sisters 
were merciless. They would of-
ten call their brother on phone 
and ask, “Has that barren tree 
yielded any fruit yet?”

T h e y  p r e s s u r i s e d  t h e i r 
brother to marry another wife. 
Once, in order to justify this 
suggestion, the elder one quoted 
from the Scripture, “Remember, 
the Bible says that any tree that 
does not bear fruit must be cut 
off and another one planted 
in its place. Throw this barren 
woman away and marry an-
other woman who will give us 
beautiful children.”

When their pressure failed 
to bear fruit, they resorted to 
calling Lucy a witch. They said 
she was eating up all the seeds 
that their brother was sowing 
in her.  They ac cus e d her of 
bewitching their brother and 
not allowing him to see other 
women.

“Whatever you have given 
to our brother to eat will soon 
clear. Your juju will soon fade,” 
they said.

Lucy was distraught.  She 
h a d  v i s i t e d  e ve r y  h o s p i t a l 
a n d  f e r t i l i t y  c l i n i c  re c o m -
mended to her by her friends 
and colleagues; she had been 
to several traditional healing 
homes, drunk all forms of bit-
ter and sometimes nauseating 
c onc o ctions in the name of 

herbal medicines, yet her situ-
ation did not change. Her pains 
knew no bounds.

She prayed, she wept, she 
grieved, but God always seemed 
to be too far away from her. 
She occasionally contemplated 
suicide just to end it all, but she 
always restrained herself. At 
last, she went back to God in 
prayer and waited patiently on 
Him to wipe her tears.

“God, please give me even 
if it is just one to prove to the 
world that I’m not barren,” she 
often prayed.

Bode, her husband, quite a 
gentleman, was her stronghold. 
Even though he was torn be-
tween his wife and his people, 
he was always on her s ide, 
providing the pillow for her to 

cry on.
“Calm down, my dear. I know 

that God will surely do it for us 
someday,” he often assured her, 
with a promise that he would 
never marry another wife be-
sides her.

Bode too had been to hospi-
tals to check himself and always 
assured her that he was per-
fectly okay and that they would 
soon have a baby, although she 
never saw the results of his 
laboratory tests.

Eight years into their mar-
riage, Lucy began to attend a 
church programme for pregnant 
mothers and women looking 
for the fruit of the womb. Udo, 
her colleague in the office, had 
told her that the Servant of God, 
Apostle Don Bosco, who ran the 

ministry, was very powerful in 
the spirit and in working won-
ders. His special ministry was 
praying for expectant mothers 
and thos e lo oking unto Go d 
for children, Udo had told her, 
adding that through him many 
women who were thought to be 
barren had experienced the joy 
of motherhood.

Udo was also childless and 
hoped that someday, like the 
other women whose dreams 
had come true through the in-
strumentality of the Servant of 
God, she too would receive her 
miracle.

Two years after she began 
to attend the sp e cial prayer 
and anointing s ervic e,  Lucy 
found that her monthly flow 
had ceased. At first she did not 

‘Imagine! After 10 years of childlessness, my 
husband divorced me for getting pregnant’

understand it. Was something 
wrong with her? Had she con-
tracted a venereal disease? Why 
was she feeling so dizzy and 
feverish? Why was her mouth 
always full of saliva? Could it 
be malaria then? Or, most im-
portantly, was she pregnant? 
These questions tugged at the 
cables of her very soul.

When she confided in Udo, 
she was overjoyed.

“I thank God for you, my sis-
ter. Didn’t I tell you that Apostle 
was a very powerful man of 
God?” Udo said with joy.

“But it hasn’t been confirmed 
yet. What if it’s not what we’re 
thinking?” Lucy replied, feign-
ing seriousness. “I’ll need to see 
a doctor tomorrow to be sure.”

“Of course, but I’m sure be-
cause the signs are all over you. 
I just pray that my own miracle 
will come soon too,” Udo said.

“Amen,” replied Lucy, avert-
ing her face so as not to betray 
t h e  u n c e r t a i n t y  l u r k i n g  i n 
there.  

Bode’s reaction to the news 
of Lucy’s pregnancy was rather 
cold for a man who had been 
married for 10 years without a 
child. When Lucy handed him 
the envelope containing the 
result of the pregnancy test, he 
was reluctant to look at it.

“What’s this, another list of 
things to buy?” he asked appre-
hensively.

“Open it and see for yourself,” 
she retorted, fighting hard to 
be jocular.

Bode quietly unsealed the 
envelope, extracted the neatly-
folded white sheet inside, un-
furled it and glanced through. 
Then, without saying a word, he 
flung both the paper and the en-
velope on the bed and stormed 
out, jamming the door hard.

Few hours later, he was back, 
dead drunk. It was interroga-
tion time.

“ W h o  g o t  yo u  p re g n a n t , 
Lucy? Because I know I’m not 
resp onsible,”  he said in that 
half-asleep-half-awake tone.

“Bode, you reek of alcohol. 
Have you been drinking too 
much?” she answered.

“That’s not the answer to my 
question. Again, who is respon-
sible for your pregnancy? Who 
impregnated you?”

“Stop that silly joke, Bode. 
Who else could be responsible 
for my pregnancy but you, my 
husband?”

“You lie, you bloody whore!”
“You call me a whore, Bode? 

For getting pregnant for you 
after 10 years of a childless mar-
riage? O God, save me from this 
nightmare!”

“Speak up now or I’ll kill you. 
Who’s the father of that bastard 
you’re carrying in your womb?” 
he said as he got up and made to 
grab her. But then, he slipped 
and fell down, sustaining a seri-
ous injury in the process.

At the hospital  where he 
was receiving treatment, Bode 
ran another potency test just to 
be sure. Two days after he was 
discharged, he returned home 
with some papers.

CHUKS OLUIGBO
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V
alentine is that spe-
cial time for lovers of 
whatever category to 
express themselves to 
their loved one. This 

time around MTV Base is turning 
the temperature up with Nige-
rian celebrity couples as well as 
setting the right mood for lovers 
with weekly themes to tingle their 
senses, as some of Nigeria’s top ce-
lebrity couples like JJC and Funke 
Akindele-Bello, Timi Dakolo and 
wife, Busola Dakolo, IK Osakioduwa 
and wife Olohije sit with MTV Base 
to give scoops into their married 
lives as couples.

The couples will also give helpful 
tips and advice to lovers during this 
special month of love. The cast of 
the blockbuster movie, The Wed-
ding Party also had a sit down with 
MTV Base to share their journey 
while making the film which has 
now become Nollywood’s highest-
grossing film, raking in over 400 
million naira in ticket sales.

It’s time to catch 
feelings with Bae

Entertainment
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Yemi Alade, Funke Akindele nominated for NKCA 2017

MABEL DIMMA MTV Base will also feature popu-
lar screen diva and author, Toke 
Makinwa who will shed more light 
on her book, “On Becoming” as she 
sits in a tell-it-all exclusive with 
MTV Base.

Since Toke put her book in the 
public space it has been garnering 
a lot of attention and reaction, to 
the point where her ex has decided 
to drag her to the courts for libel. 
But Toke is not fazed; she stands by 
what she has written. In fact Toke 
will share her experience during 
her marriage to ex-husband, Maje 
Ayida and also give advice on how 
to leave that ex!

Another interesting feature; look 
out for K’Ola on the streets as she 
will be giving you the chance to 
send that special message to your 
loved ones, celebrity crush or an ex 
on MTV Base.

MTV Base has also promised lov-
ers of the channel the perfect mix 
of music, celebrity face-offs and 
themed playlists. So keep it locked 
and Catch Feelings with Bae and 
MTV Base this February.

P
opular actress and pro-
ducer, Funke Akindele-
Bello and award winning 
singer, Yemi Alade have 
been nominated at this 

year’s Nickelodeon Kids Choice 
Awards 2017, the only live event 
where kids’ votes count; celebrat-
ing kids’ favourites from across the 
worlds of film, television, music and 
pop culture.

Yemi Alade and Funke Akindele-
Bello have been nominated along-
side Trevor Noah, Lupita Nyong’o, 
Pearl Thusi and Wayde van Niekerk 
in the “Favourite African Star” cat-
egory.  

Hosted by WWE Superstar John 
Cena, Nickelodeon’s 2017 Kids’ 
Choice Awards takes place on Satur-
day 11 March at USC’s Galen Center 
in Los Angeles and premieres si-
multaneously on Nickelodeon DStv 
channels on Wednesday 15 March.

Yemi Alade and Funke Akin-
dele - Bello join a long list of inter-
national nominees at  this year’s 
KCAs including Ben Affleck, Henry 
Cavill, Daya, Chris Evans, Idris Elba, 
Megan Fox, Lukas Graham, Kevin 
Hart, Scarlett Johansson, Dwayne 
Johnson, Felicity Jones, Leslie Jones, 
Anna Kendrick, Bruno Mars, Me-
lissa McCarthy, JoJo Siwa, The 
Chainsmokers, Justin Timberlake, 
Twenty One Pilots and more.

Stars will vie for the famous Nick-
elodeon “blimp” trophy across ten 

music categories, with Bruno Mars, 
Justin Timberlake and Twenty One 
Pilots topping the list with four 
nominations each. After ruling the 
Billboard and iTunes charts, The 
Chainsmokers make their Kids’ 
Choice Awards nominee debut 
with two nods for “Favourite Music 

Group” and “Favourite New Artist”.  
Adele, Beyoncé, Meghan Trainor 
and Fifth Harmony also garnered 
two nominations each, while inter-
net sensations Carson Lueders, Ja-
cob Sartorius, Johnny Orlando, JoJo 
Siwa, Matty B and Tiffany Alvord 
battle it out in the new category of 

“Favourite Viral Music Artist”.
Fans also can vote by going to 

kca2017.nick.com, the official desti-
nation for everything Kids’ Choice 
Awards, for hilarious videos, the 
KCA Creator game, quizzes and 
pictures, and to get the latest KCA 
news on this year’s show, nominees 
and attendees.



Nollywood on the rise
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W
ith over N1 bil-
lion gross from Top 
10 movies in 2016, 
Nollywo o d;  the 
Nigerian Movie 

Industry, recorded an impressive 
performance last year, despite the 
impact of the economic downturn.

As well, Nollywood figures are 
beating box office revenues of big 
budget Hollywood, hence con-
solidating its position as the world’s 
second largest movie industry by 
volume, right behind India’s Bolly-
wood with the impressing domestic 
patronage.

The impressive performance, big 
budget, improved quality of story-
line, and especially production,  have 
endeared Nollywood to more fans at 
home, growing fans abroad and even 
international partnerships.

One of such partnerships and a 
goodnews for the Nigerian movie 
industry in early 2017 is Delta Air 

Lines’ offer to showcase Nollywood 
to its global traveling public.

The Atlanta-based United States 
of America airline is bringing Nol-
lywood to the skies with Nigerian-
made movies on board its flights 
through Delta Studio, its in-flight 
entertainment system.

Starting with Bambitious and 
A Place Called Happy, two movies 
which will be completely rolled out 
on the Delta Studio by April this 
year, the airline hopes to roll out 
more Nollywood titles later in the 
year.

The movies will be available on 
339 aircraft flying both internation-
ally and on U.S. domestic routes, 
including Delta’s daily service be-
tween Lagos and Atlanta; furthering 
the popularity of Nollywood and 
offering a huge mileage to Nigerian 
cultural heritage and export across 
the world.

Excited with the success both Hol-
lywood and Bollywood have made 
over the years on Delta Studio, es-
pecially their quality entertainment 

World Records 2017 as Nollywood’s 
highest domestic grossing film, says, 
“I applaud Delta for bringing Nolly-
wood to a new global audience. Our 
films are already popular in Africa 
but I am looking forward to more 
film fans becoming lifelong Nolly-
wood fans too.”

Delta Studio™, the airline’s in-
flight entertainment system offers 
more than 1,000 hours of entertain-
ment, including up to 300 movies, 
750 TV shows, 100 foreign film 
titles, 2,400 songs, 18 channels of 
live satellite TV on select aircraft 
and a selection of games, podcasts, 
and audiobooks. Entertainment can 
also be watched in the palm of your 
hands thanks to on-demand Wi-Fi 
available on all flights, enabling a 
selection of films to be streamed to 
laptops as well as mobile and tablet 
devices.

Delta flies to four points in Africa, 
Accra, Ghana, Dakar, Senegal and Jo-
hannesburg, South Africa as well as 
Lagos, Nigeria. It also has sales offices 
in a number of additional markets, 
including Kenya and Uganda.

 

offerings to its global passengers,  
Bobby Bryan, commercial director 
for East and West Africa, Delta Air 
Lines, says, “As a global airline, we 
listen to our international customers 
to shape our product and services to 
offer what they want. We already 
offer African menus and the intro-
duction of Nollywood films shows 
our commitment to this region and 
offering local customers popular lo-
cal entertainment.”

However, passengers on the La-
gos-Atlanta route will confirm the 
commendable gesture of Delta at 
serving Nigerian delicacies to its 
passengers and furthering that ef-
fort with the offering of Nigerian 
movies on its 339 aircraft flying both 
internationally and on U.S. domestic 
routes, is worthy of appreciation by 
the Nigerian people, government 
and especially stakeholders of Nol-
lywood.

Speaking on behalf of the stake-
holders, Ayo Makun, producer and 
lead actor of 30 Days In Atlanta, 
which is named in the Guinness 

OBINNA EMELIKE

… as Delta Air Lines brings a touch of Nollywood to the air



Biggie is big on tricks

N
o doubt, Big Brother 
Naija reality show is 
living up to all the hype 
and buzz it generated 
prior to its opening. 

Various social media platforms are 
exploding with comments, debates 
and even teams are being formed to 
root for their favourite housemates. 
Biggie, on the other hand, is keeping 
housemates on their toes with tasks, 
tricks and intrigues that are receiv-
ing commendations from viewers 
who cannot wait to see what Biggie 
comes up with next. So far, house-
mates have shown Nigeria and in-
deed Africa all the beautiful things 
they know about Nigeria including 
folktales, dance, craft and drama.

The show has brought together 
14 young Nigerians with diverse 
cultural backgrounds to live to-
gether and relate only with one 
another without any contact with 
the outside world. They do not have 
contact with their mobile phones, 
the internet, television sets, except 
the TV screen they use to interact 
with Ebuka, the show host, on live 
shows. This is how it is going to be 
for the entire duration of the show 
and with viewers watching house-
mates. They must also put on their 
game faces in order not to be evicted 
before the show ends.

With the current arrangement, 
one wonders how Biggie keeps ev-
eryone sane for that length of time 
without serious boredom setting 
in. How does he maintain a steady 
stream of exciting activities to keep 
housemates excited and not have 
them turn on each other, or lash 
out at Biggie? It must certainly take 
one with vast experience in these 
situations to hold young people in 
‘lock down’ for 12 weeks and still 
keep things interesting.

Typically, an average adult can-
not be confined in a place for up to 
48 hours without developing claus-
trophobia and wanting to get out 
for air, several studies have shown. 
Although the Big Brother house is 
huge and has beautiful furnishings 
and fittings, the housemates lack the 
freedom to open the doors and walk 
out at will. The only way they can 
leave is if there is an emergency or 
a housemate asks to leave. In that 
situation, the housemate will not 
re-enter the Big Brother house. Ac-
cording to a study on boredom by 
The Business Insider, people who 
are bored do not hold balanced con-
versations or what is called a con-
versational extreme. They hardly 
say anything, they cannot make you 
laugh, they do not see from another 
person’s perspective and in extreme 
cases, they become hostile. A classic 
example is the outbreak of savagery 
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after a shipwreck in William Gold-
ing’s Lord of the Flies.

It takes a special kind of skill, ex-
perience and preparedness to keep 
young adults in an enclosure, keep 
them entertained and educated 
while bringing out their creative 
and entrepreneurial talent. Since the 
first Big Brother show in 2003, the 
reality TV show seems to grow more 
adept at bringing on the wow-factor, 
which keeps viewers glued to their 
TV screens. In the Big Brother Naija 
house, Biggie has shown he is up to 
the task of keeping the housemates 
and the viewers spellbound.

Although the show is in its second 
week and the first real eviction will be 
taking place today, none of the house-
mates has shown any sign of wanting 
out. In fact, the tension during the 
nomination stages is so palpable that 
it is evident that they did not enter 
the house to ‘look bridge’. Granted the 
prize money is a huge motivation, but 
the activities in the house have been 
such that housemates are made to 
exercise both physically and mentally 
as well as learn a lot from each other. 
TallThinTony, one of the housemates’ 
said that as long as they have been 
privileged to be in the house, their 
lives will never remain the same after 

BBNaija.
The organizers of the show have 

done their home work well. When 
you think that nothing can beat an ex-
citing moment, Biggie comes up with 
another twist and throws housemates 
off balance. Just two weeks into the 
show, Biggie has been able to shake 
things around and bring out the hid-
den nature of some of the housemates. 
The act of making the Head of House 
(HoH) the supreme ruler and being 
hailed Igwe, the way traditional rul-
ers in the South-Eastern part of the 
country are addressed, have ruffled 
a few feathers. To add salt to injury, 
some of the housemates, as identified 
by the Igwe are the Haves, depicting 
the upper echelon of the community, 
while the others are the Have-nots, 
depicting the lower class.

Biggie also made the Igwe instruct 
the Have-nots to cook breakfast for 
the house and even wash the feet of 
some of the Haves. They are to obey 
every single order of the Igwe without 
complaints. The Igwe was provided 
with a black book from which more 
instructions were written. According 
to the house rules, the Igwe will lose 
his/her position if he/she is careless 
with the royal regalia and is discov-
ered and taken by someone else. It 

really became interesting when Igwe 
CoCoIce lost her crown and Staff of 
Office to Efe, who she had earlier 
nominated to replace Gifty whom 
she saved from the eviction list. To ce-
ment Efe’s kingship, he needs to be in 
possession of the Black Book or Diary 
Book as it is called. Igwe Efe demanded 
the book from CoCoIce who insisted 
that she did not have it. CoCoIce then 
said she would only hand it over on 
Biggie’s instruction.

Interestingly, Biggie is yet to com-
ment on the new status and is not 
reacting to the Diary Book saga. This 
heightens the suspense and viewers 
cannot wait to see Biggie’s next move. 
Igwe Efe has instructed his subjects to 
search the entire house for the book 
and one wonders what will happen if 
the book is found, after all, Biggie has 
instructed that it is for the eyes of the 
Igwe alone.

From all indication, the com-
ing weeks will be full of intrigues, 
suspense and excitement and it is 
safe to say Biggie still has a lot of 
tricks up his sleeves. Housemates 
will be put on their toes. There is 
no room for boredom and viewers 
should look out as Biggie unveils 
more tricks.
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Olamide, Timaya, 
Juliet Ibrahim,  
now Glo brand 
ambassadors- Arinze 

T
hree entertainment stars have 
been named as brand ambas-
sadors of next generation 
network, Globacom. The new 
ambassadors are celebrated 

rapper, Olamide Adedeji, dancehall 
musician, Inetimi Alfred Odon, popu-
larly known as Timaya, and   Ghanaian 
actress, Juliet Ibrahim.

The data grandmasters disclosed in a 
press statement in Lagos that the three 
were made its ambassadors because of 
their inspirational role in growing the 
entertainment industry in Nigeria and 
Ghana. It said that both Olamide and 
Timaya had made a huge success of their 
music career and were standard bearers 
for  millions of Nigerian youths. 

Similarly, Juliet Ibrahim has stirred 
the Ghana entertainment scene with 
her sultry looks and acting prowess, 
amassing huge followership among the 
country’s youth population.

Olamide is  27-year-old  and is  re-
nowned for his unique mix of hip-hop, 
rap and street lingo mostly in his in-
digenous Yoruba language. He caught 

the attention of the music industry 
in 2011 when he released his debut 
studio album Rapsodi. His sophomore 
album, YBNL, was equally successful. 
He released his third studio album 
Baddest Guy Ever Liveth in 2013 with 
singles like “Durosoke” and “Yemi My 
Lover”. His other hits include Pepe Dem, 
Shakitibobo, Konkobility, Who you epp 
and Eeyan Mayweather.  Olamide has 
won several music awards, including 
multiple Nigeria Entertainment Awards 
and The Headies.

Star of the South South, Timaya, is 
also one of Nigeria’s most successful 
musicians. He beautifully combines the 
genres of raga, hip-hop, dancehall and 
afro beat, and has several highly-rated 
albums such as True Story, Gift and 
Grace, De Rebirth, LLNP and Upgrade. 
He is a multiple award winner and has 
to his credit four Headies Awards and 
one Nigerian Music Award.  Timaya 
was appointed a Peace Ambassador by 
the Inter-religious and International 
Federation for World Peace (IIFWP) in 
2011.

Juliet Ibrahim, who is regarded as 
one of the most beautiful thespians in 
Africa, is also a film producer, singer 
and humanitarian of Lebanese, Libe-
rian and Ghanaian descent.  She won 
the Best Actress in a Leading Role at the 
2010 Ghana Movie Awards. She speaks 
English, French and Spanish.
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 Pathetic set to première on March 24th

N
ollywo o d actor,  Dayo 
Amusa is back with anoth-
er blockbuster hit titled 
‘Pathetic’ which will be 

showing at the cinemas from March 
24, 2017.

Dayo’s last effort, ‘Unforgivable’ 
showed the dexterity of the actor 
and helped cement her status as an 
A-list act in the industry. The movie 
broke records and made huge sales.

Attention is on Dayo Amusa to 
see if her next movie would surpass 
her last effort or not but this new 
flick is definitely about to make 
‘Unforgivable’ record look like a 
child’s play.

“Pathetic” stars Bimbo Akintola, 
Wole Ojo, Dayo Amusa, Toyin Abra-
ham, Funsho Adeolu, Toyin Alausa, 
Taiwo Okunlola, Anu Shodanya 
among others. The movie was di-
rected by Ike Nnaebue while Dayo 
Amusa remained the executive 
producer.

Amusa’s production is a thrill-
ing and insightful marital story 
intricately woven on the life of a 
famous celebrity lady - her pains 
and travails in having the desired 
picture-perfect life of the ordinary 
human.

Rita Shonibare, a renowned TV 

star, is caught in a web of confusion 
as she makes a compromise on her 
budding career so as to overcome 
her marital ordeals resulting from 
her wayward and inconsiderate 
husband, who explores her status 
to his own devious means.

“Pathetic” deftly portrays in a 
subtle and fascinating fashion the 
mischievous ways celebrities are 
explored by the media, the outsiders 
and pathetically, their most trusted 
loved ones, who regard them as 
preys to be feasted upon at their 
slightest means.”

Speaking on the upcoming movie, 
Amusa says, “This is my best produc-
tion yet. Shooting this movie for me 
is more about passing a message and 
helping the world see the hidden 
struggles celebrities face even with 
those they call family and friends. It 
is an attempt to share our struggles 
and also communicate a message to 
anyone going through such situa-
tions. I encourage everyone to join 
me at the cinemas in March when 
the movie starts to show”.

However, as ‘Pathetic’ goes to the 
cinemas in the month of March, 
cinema lovers are definitely in for 
a swell time.

The three ambassadors have now 
joined the enviable list of Globacom’s 
brand icons which parades comedi-
ans Basketmouth and Bovi Ugboma; 
Reekado Banks, Korede Bello, Hadizah 
Blell (Di’ja), Patience Ozokwor, popularly 
called Mama G, Omawumi, Ego, Yvonne 
Nelson, MI. among other super stars. 
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NTDC, tourism stakeholders set 
to drive a new beginning

W
hile every-
b o dy was 
seated and 
o f f e r i n g 
l i s t e n i n g 

ears, Mariel Rae-Omoh stood 
with the confidence of an in-
sider to address the audience.

It was her first meeting 
with stakeholders of the Ni-
gerian tourism industry since 
assuming office on December 
28, 2016 as the acting director 
general, Nigerian Tourism 
Development Corporation 
(NTDC).

Of course, she was in La-
gos to mend fences with the 
stakeholders who were left 
behind all through the tenure 
of Sally Mbanefo, the imme-
diate-past director general 
of NTDC whose sack late last 
year was widely celebrated 
across the Nigerian tourism 
circle.

The me eting,  which is 
Rae-Omoh’s first with many 
others being planned across 
the country, was timely as 
stakeholders in the tourism 
industry have persisted their 
call for the appointment of 
the right person, and not 
politicians as the new director 
general.

The stakeholders want 
someone with passion for 
tourism, someone who is vast 
in knowledge of Nigeria’s 
tourism potential and how to 
market them, someone who 
is more willing to work with 
the private sector, someone 
who will not allow govern-
ment bureaucracy to stop his/
her vision, and most espe-
cially, someone with guts to 
challenge policies that have 
stunted the development of 
tourism in the past years.

While Rae-Omoh is not 
campaigning, she presented 
herself to the stakeholders 
and what she hopes to achieve 
whilst in office as the acting 
DG. Well, nothing stops her 
appointment as the new DG 
if she delivers as the position 
is often politically influenced.

For the time being, she is 
focused on working with the 
private sector to lift the Nige-
rian tourism from its current 
limbo. She has already started 
work on the morale of NTDC 
staff which she confirmed 
has been very low for years 
now. Of course, that implies 
more training and retraining 

to sharpen their marketing 
skills, local and foreign ex-
changes for the needed ex-
posure, better remunerations 
and assessments, as well.

She also hopes to lead the 

fight at the National Assem-
bly for better funding and 
business-friendly policies to 
woo both private sector and 
foreign direct investments. 
One of such moves is the 

consideration of Tourism in 
the Concurrent List instead 
of the Residual List for more 
attention and impact.

Well, Ody Anumba, special 
assistant to the Acting DG, 
captured the vision of Rae-
Omoh in his vote of thanks 
saying, “My appointment 
was the first the Acting DG 
made on assumption of office 
and she told me she has three 
focuses and the first is Tour-
ism Stakeholders, second is 
Tourism Stakeholders while 
the third is still Tourism Stake-
holders”.

The emphasis for Anumba 
is to work together as the 
private sector is the driver of 
tourism across global econo-
mies that thrive on tourism.

But the stakeholders pres-
ent at the meeting who also 
assured of their support to 
the new leadership, were also 
unanimous at their charges 
and issues the Acting D G 
should tackle.

Samuel Alabi, legal adviser, 
Eko Hotel and Suites and 
board member of the Federa-
tion of Tourism Association of 
Nigeria (FTAN), noted that the 
position of the DG which has 
received over 60 applications 
is not one to envy because it 
requires real and passionate 
work to lift tourism to a sus-

tainable revenue earner for 
the country, especially now 
the economic is in recession.

He urged the Acting DG to 
give her new job the best she 
can as an insider, while hop-
ing for the best.

Jemi Alade, foremost tour 
operator, also toed same line, 
urging Rae-Omoh to bridge 
the gap between government 
and private sector in forming 
common front for tourism 
development. Rather than 
taking on many issues, Alade 
urged the Acting DG to look 
at areas she can tackle with 
resources and support at her 
disposal, especially policy af-
fecting the private sector.

Ayo Oluwaporoko of Hotel 
Support Services Limited, not-
ed that regulatory framework 
is key to getting the private 
sector to drive tourism in the 
country, and hence urged the 
Acting DG to work towards 
that and getting practitioners 
to charter and harmonize the 
practice across the country.

But some others think the 
admonitions and support will 
make no sense if government 
refuses to confirm her ap-
pointment or even go ahead to 
appoint another politician or 
someone with no knowledge 
of the industry at the helm of 
affairs at NTDC once again.

OBINNA EMELIKE

Mariel Rae-Omoh

…as Acting DG rally private sector
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An escape for love

O
nce again, it is that 
time of the year 
when love is felt and 
appreciated with-
out compromise. St 

Valentine’s Day presents lovers 
across the world opportunity to 
truly nurture their affection on 
February 14 this year.  

However great escapes await 
those who look forward to ignite 
or rekindle their love in the most 
stylish or memorable ways.

With the naira crashing daily 
against the American dollars, 
you need not go too far to avoid 
incurring huge expenses on 
flight tickets and hotels. So, if 
you are looking for somewhere 
very romantic and yet exclusive, 
then read further to discover 
some fine places to do the ‘love 
thing’ this Valentine season.

If you are within Lagos, I rec-
ommend Inagbe Grand Resort 
and Leisure; it is brand new, 
sparkling, inviting and exclu-
sive. Set in-between the Lagos 
Lagoon and the Atlantic Ocean, 
the resort offers a rustic living in 
a lush island haven, resonating 
air of simple luxury and refined 
elegance that makes it an ideal 
escape this Valentine season.

There, you are in your own 
world, do things your own way, 
with mother nature as the only 
witness. There are many ac-
commodation options, games, 
facilities and most importantly 

nel to ensure personalised spa 
experience.

On offer are different spa 
treatments, including fitness 
and nutritional sessions, body 
massage, facial treatment, classic 
signature pedicure and mani-
cure, California themed food and 
drink menu.

If you are outside Lagos, Nike 
Lake Resort in Enugu is one place 
that is evergreen because of the 
pristine environment and thera-
peutic impact of the natural lake 
resort. A few metres to the resort, 
you will behold with great awe 
the natural lake stretching over 
three kilometres with its incred-
ible and rare aquatic population.

“On getting closer, a look into 
the mud-colour lake water mir-
rors not just your true self, but 
the whole essence of leisure. A 
deep of your feet into the water 
(though with caution), which 
chills all day long, will cool off 
the heat and stretch worn-out 
body tissues.”

Like a sort-of confluence, a 
V-shape point on the lake seems 
to connect bold leisure seekers 
to another point of the lake that 
flows towards the hinterland of 
the Agbakpa-Nike community.

You can enjoy a ride on the 
lake with trained boat riders 
or if you are more daring, you 
can join the local fishermen. 
Pictures taken afterwards will 
tell the story of how much you 
enjoyed the Valentine escape.

Having enjoyed an environ-
ment that offers breathtaking 
views in secure and tranquil 
setting, reviewers who visited 
on their own individual times, 
retire into one of the resort’s 210 
well-appointed and tastefully 
furnished rooms and suites, 
suitable for all tasted and bud-
gets.

If you are a golfer or lover of 
the rich sport, then take your 
spouse to Le Meridien Ibom Golf 
Hotel and Resort. Life is differ-
ent and lovely there. The green-
ness and friendly of everything 
around the gold resort will aid 
a memorable Valentine escape. 
It will be more fun trying to 
practice golf just for the sake of 
pictures, or holding the paddle 
in pretense of ridding a boat at 
the Nwaniba River in the resort.

There is an expanse of lush 
vegetation, top range of ac-
commodation, set out lounge, 
private balconies and whatever 
you want for an escape this Val-
entine at the resort.

So, just book your flight 
ahead on Arik, Aero or Dana 
to Uyo and to the resort. You 
can also drive, but it takes lon-
ger from places like Lagos and 
Abuja to get to Uyo.

But if you cannot afford any 
of these places or you are too far 
from any of these choice plac-
es, then try something within. 
There is always something with-
in; all you need do is to see them 
with new eyes. Do that and your 
valentine will be memorable.

experienced spa therapies, the 
intuitive experts will leave you 
feeling relaxed and pampered. 
That is the reason you should try 
the spa this Valentine. You both 
can have treatment side by side 
and still hold hands, or whisper 
those sweet wishes… you know.

The spa offers 10 treatment 
rooms - a dipping pool, scented 
steam showers, sauna, a fitness 
centre with state-of-the-art gym 
equipment and certified person-

OBINNA EMELIKE
nature to enjoy-all at pocket 
friendly rates.

The resort is just 15 minutes 
boat ride from Paradise Jetty 
on Walter Carrington, Victoria 
Island. But if you are a spa fan, 
then I suggest that your hubby 
or lover should take you to Clear 
Essence California Spa and Well-
ness Resort. From it outside on 
#13 Alexander Street, Ikoyi, 
the foremost spa and accom-
modation outfit does tell it true 

worth. Inside is a different story 
as garden full of rare flowers and 
well-trimmed grass lawn ooze 
out freshness.

But the prime offering is the 
spa, managed by trained Bali-
nese therapists. The therapists 
use their talents to send you 
into a journey away from real-
ity, and that may just be a per-
fect gift for your loved one this 
Valentine. Whether you are an 
avid spa-patron or have never 
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Romantic escapes for 
Valentine in 2017

N
o matter 
where you 
fall on the 
spectrum, 
the fact is, 

when it comes to the 
valentine and travel, 
there really is something 
out there for everyone. 
We hit the pavement 
looking at 10 cities that 
are popular Valentine’s 
Day destinations, and 
pulled together the best 
of what people can do if 
they plan to spend the 
holiday there.

From creative parties 
and unique hotel pro-
grams to classic eateries 
and romantic cruises, 
this list has a mix of cul-
tural, culinary, musical, 
and offbeat.

Valentine’s Day is 
the perfect occasion for 
finding and checking 
into that perfect room 
or suite. Pop the ques-
tion on Valentine’s Day, 
celebrate an anniver-
sary and enjoy roman-
tic moments together 
at one of these unique 
hotels, resorts and inns. 
Whether you love 
beaches, islands, golf or 
city destinations, the 
properties that made 
our list offer exceptional 
accommodations that 
will make your trip fun 
and memorable.

Turtle Bay Resort, Ha-
waii has proven to be 
one of the most roman-
tic spots on earth, Oahu’s 
north shore Turtle Bay 
Resort is known as the 
place to celebrate love. 
It attracts hundreds of 
honeymooners every 
year, and many ro-
mances started on the 
island’s magnificent 
beaches. Enjoy a four-
course gourmet meal 

at the Pa’akai or Sizzling 
Sweetheart dinner at 
North Shore Kula Grille.

Bungalows at Mon-
tage Resort in Laguna 
Beach, California, make 
you feel like you’ve 
stepped on a set of a 
Hollywood movie. The 
accommodations of-
fer panoramic ocean 
and Aliso Beach views. 
Each guest accommoda-
tion has a fireplace and 
French doors that open 
to the bedroom. The 
resort offers Valentine’s 
Day spa specials, pack-
ages and Valentine’s 
Day menus at the res-
taurant.

 A few miles from 
elegant historic Charles-
ton on a scenic Kiawah 
barrier island lies Ki-
awah Island Golf Resort, 
a place where people 
go for the world-class 
golf, a wonderful beach 
vacation, or a romantic 
weekend escape. It is the 
perfect place to go for a 
Valentine’s Day surprise 
for your love, offering a 
weekend that will bring 
you even closer together. 
You can expect only the 
best, from the most com-
fortable accommodation 
in the opulent Sanctu-
ary Hotel dripping with 
Southern charm or one 
of the magnificent villas 

Stories by Ifeoma okeke

Escape Package which 
is perfect for Valen-
tine’s Day.

The romance of Sala-
mander Resort will se-
duce you from the mo-
ment you drive between 
the magnificent London 
Plain trees towards the 
impressive and beau-
tifully landscaped en-
trance to this unique 
340-Acre equestrian es-
tate. On your way from 
Middleburg, you pass 
several paddocks, an 
equestrian center, and a 
meadow bursting with 
wildflowers, all shad-
owed by the imposing 
Bull Run Mountains.

Topping Rose House 
on the East End of Long 
Island is a perfect Valen-
tine’s Day escape from 

New York City. Ideal 
for couples looking for a 
stylish hideaway close to 
cafes and shopping, the 
luxury hotel offers spa 
services, a fitness center, 
heated outdoor pool, and 
a complimentary shuttle 
to nearby beaches. Natu-
ropathic at Topping Rose 
House offers holistic spa 
treatments in the pri-
vacy of your own room 
or at the spa.

If money is no object, 
check into the ultra lux-
ury Penthouse Suite at 
Hilton Bentley Miami/
South Beach to enjoy 
spectacular ocean views, 
3,000 square feet of liv-
ing space, a stunning 
ocean view rooftop pool, 
outdoor Jacuzzi and two 
terraces. If you are look-
ing for a unique place to 
propose on Valentine’s 
Day, this Penthouse of-
fers the most impressive 
setting. Hilton Bentley 
has a spa with an out-
door spa deck and a fit-
ness studio. Couples can 
request a relaxing mas-
sage in the privacy of 
their own suite.

 For passionate golf-
ers, there is no more 
romantic place than a 
world-class golf course. 
And if you want to pick 
one really romantic and 
beautiful golf course 
where you can spend 
your Valentine’s week-
end, it would be the Tal-
amore Golf Resort.

Delta brings a touch of Nollywood to the air

F
irst it was Hollywood, 
then Bollywood and 
now Delta Air Lines is 
bringing Nollywood 

to the skies with Nigerian-
made movies on board its 
flights.

The genre is being rolled 
out across Delta’s inflight 
entertainment system Delta 
Studio and will be complete 
in April. The first films to be 
shown will be Bambitious 
and a Place Called Happy, 
with more titles coming 
later in the year. The mov-
ies will be available on 339 
aircraft flying both interna-
tionally and on U.S. domes-
tic routes, including Delta’s 
daily service between Lagos 
and Atlanta.

“As a global airline, we 
listen to our international 
customers to shape our 

product and services to of-
fer what they want,” said 
Bobby Bryan, Delta’s Com-
mercial Director for East and 
West Africa. “We already 
offer African menus and the 
introduction of Nollywood 
films shows our commit-
ment to this region and of-
fering local customers popu-
lar local entertainment.”

Ayo Makun, producer 
and lead actor of 30 Days In 
Atlanta, which is named in 
the Guinness World Records 
2017 as Nollywood’s highest 
domestic grossing film said: 
“I applaud Delta for bringing 
Nollywood to a new global 
audience. Our films are al-
ready popular in Africa but 
I’m looking forward to more 
film fans becoming lifelong 
Nollywood fans too.”

 Delta’s in-flight entertain-

ment system, Delta Studio™, 
more than 1,000 hours of 
entertainment, including up 
to 300 movies, 750 TV shows, 
100 foreign film titles, 2,400 
songs, 18 channels of live 
satellite TV on select aircraft 
and a selection of games, 
podcasts, and audiobooks. 
Entertainment can also be 
watched in the palm of your 
hands thanks to on-demand 
Wi-Fi available on all flights, 
enabling a selection of films 
to be streamed to laptops 
as well as mobile and tablet 
devices.

Delta flies to four points 
in Africa, Accra, Ghana, Da-
kar, Senegal and Johannes-
burg, South Africa as well 
as Lagos, Nigeria. It also has 
sales offices+ in a number of 
additional markets, including 
Kenya and Uganda.

or condos.
Whether you are 

planning a one-day cel-
ebration or a weekend 
getaway, the White 
Barn Inn on the coast 
of Maine is offering a 
package that caters to 
the special day. The 
“Kennebunkport Feb-
ruary Romance Pack-
age includes” includes 
deluxe hotel accommo-
dations, country style 
continental breakfast, 
afternoon tea with sea-
sonal treats, dinner for 
two, chocolate covered 
strawberries, and a $190 
Spa credit per person 
per stay.

In the Bloody Point 
Golf Club and Resort, the 
romance of Daufuskie 
Island will mesmerize 

you from the moment 
you board the boat that 
provides the only way 
to get to this unique, 
verdant oasis of tran-
quillity. Bloody Point is a 
well-appointed boutique 
resort where you will 
find a rare combination 
of luxury, privacy, and a 
huge choice of activities.

PGA National Resort 
& Spa in Florida is an 
elegant getaway for 
spa and golf enthusi-
asts, offering stylish 
accommodations, five 
spectacular golf courses 
and a luxurious spa 
which was completely 
remodelled during the 
recent $100-million-
dollar resort renova-
tion. The resort offers a 
year-round Romantic 

L-R: Sheik Abdul Moshen Rahman Al-Thunayan, chairman, Med-view Airline plc; Oscar N. Onyema, OON, CEO, NSE; 
Muneer Bankole, managing director/CEO, Med-view Airline plc; Honourable Minister of State for Aviation, Senator 
Hadi Sirika and Ade Bajomo, executive director, Market Operations and Technology, NSE at facts behind the listing of 
Med-view Airline plc in Lagos. 



Expert calls for government intervention

T
his year’s World 
Cancer Day which 
was celebrated on 
Saturday February 
4, 2017, reminds 

us once again of the rising 
scourge of the disease; a health 
disorder that years back many 
Nigerians perceived as a kind 
of “rich man” disease to which 
the poor was naturally im-
mune. However, it is now obvi-
ous that the ailment is not race 
or status bound.

 A World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) study shows that 
30 percent of cancer deaths are 
caused by five leading behav-
ioural and dietary risks: being 
overweight, not eating enough 
fruits and vegetables, little or 
no exercise, tobacco use, and 
alcohol use. Of these, tobacco 

use has the highest risk of caus-
ing cancer, responsible for over 
20 percent of global cancer 
deaths and around 70 percent 
of global lung cancer deaths.

 In a recent report, Nigeria 
is said to have contributed the 
most to cancer prevalent num-
bers in Africa, with 102,000 re-
ported new cases in 2012. The 
report also shows that over 10 
percent of Nigerians are at the 
risk of getting cancer before 
they get to age 75. 

The Committee Encourag-
ing Corporate Philanthropy 
(CECP- Nigeria) report notes 
that 30 Nigerian women die 
every day of breast cancer 
while one Nigerian woman 
dies every hour of cervical 
cancer.

 Also the Pan-African Medi-
cal Journal research article 
points out that prostate cancer 

(CaP) is the most commonly 
diagnosed cancer among Nige-
rian men, but screening is not 
a common practice.

Investigation shows that 
Nigeria has seven radiotherapy 
machines with five faulty, with 
only just 50 radiotherapists 
and oncologists for over 180 
million Nigerians.

 Remi Ajekigbe, head of 
Radiotherapy and Oncology 
Department of Lagos Univer-
sity Teaching Hospital (LUTH), 
told BusinessDay recently in 
an exclusive interview that the 
numbers of patients that have 
been treated were many and 
those still receiving treatment 
were uncountable, because 
more people are still having 
cancer “that is why we call it 
an epidemic.”

“We should also educate the 
masses on early detection of 

cancer; early detection needs a 
cure. Late cancer presentation 
is disastrous.”

 Ajekigbe noted further: 
“Our doctors here are also well 
trained. It is just that we do not 
have enough equipment or fa-
cilities. Most of our doctors are 

E
ating foods wrapped in cellophane, 
preserving fruits with carbide, eating 
cow skin roasted with tyres and siting 
boreholes close to soak-away pits are 
among habits that pose greats risks to 

Nigerians’ life expectancy, experts have said.
Average life expectancy in the country today 

is at 54.5, according to World Health Organisa-
tion figures, with cases of sudden death on the 
increase.

According to the experts who spoke to 
BDSUNDAY on different occasions, avoiding 
these bad habits may yet increase Nigerians’ 
chances of enjoying longer lives.

“Consumption of food items in sachets or 
wraps exposed to sun at over 28 degree Celsius 
is poisonous and is responsible for many cases 
of kidney and liver failure among Nigerians,” 
Ifeanacho Azih, a biochemist and managing 
director, Destiny Laboratories, told BDSUNDAY 
in a telephone interview.

Audu Ogbeh, minister of agriculture and 
rural development, corroborates this view, add-
ing that foods wrapped nylon are not healthy 
because they are poisonous when heated to a 
certain percentage. This, he said, is responsible 
for the incessant cases of cancer and damaging of 
vital organs witnessed in the country at present.

“Pure water in the sun is poison. We just 
showcased a stainless grinding machine here in 
the ministry for grinding tomatoes and other 
food items to avoid injecting metal objects into 
the food substances to avoid damaging vital 
organs,” he said in a recent interview.

Citing examples, the minister said that moin-
moin wrapped in nylon is poisonous as the cel-
lophane contains large dosage of toxins that do 
not naturally exist in the traditional leaves that 

trained here and some also go 
abroad for more training.

“We are appealing to the 
government to embrace Pri-
vate Public Partnership, which 
will contribute more to the 
health sector

 

was hitherto used in wrapping the delicacy made 
from beans.

“The moin-moin leaf is disappearing slowly 
and we just brought some from Ondo and 
planted them in a wet area here in Abuja. We are 
hoping to see it mature and will encourage people 
to even cultivate it to earn money,” he stated.

Ogbe quoted some scientists to have said that 
microwaving foods is bad, but added that there 
was yet no scientific evidence on that.

Doyin Odubanjo, a public health expert, said 
eating cow skin (ponmo) roasted with tyre, as 
well as eating suya, is a habit that people should 
not engage in too often.

“We need to watch out for the content of 
the smoke itself and impact on our food. All the 
smoke we are talking about will only settle on it, 
it is not something that will go inside and stay in 
it,” Odubanjo said.

According to Azih, roasting ponmo using 
tyres can be cancerous. He advises that to be on 
the safe side, the ponmo should be cooked above 
the normal temperature.
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Experts list 5 habits that lower 
Nigerians’ life expectancy
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“The pressure cooking should be above 
the normal 100-140 degree Celsius of boiling, 
but when it is cooked with normal 100 degree 
Celsius, it may not be able to destroy infections 
which will go on to battle the body system,” he 
said.

Azih further warned that Nigerians who 
preserve bananas, oranges, plantains and other 
fruit with carbide stand the risk of catching dan-
gerous ailments.

Another habit that constitutes grave health 
hazards, according to the experts, is building 
soak-away pits close to boreholes, thereby expos-
ing drinking water to contamination.

“If a borehole is too close to a soak-away, there 
must be a leakage,” said Taiwo Ajayi, a professor of 
Geology at Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife.

Based on this, Ajayi recommended a distance 
of 10 metres from the borehole, away from the 
septic tank.

John Owo, CEO, Cooha Water Technologies 
Limited, said the National Agency for Food and 
Drug Administration and Control (NAFDAC) as 

well as civil engineers recommend a distance 
of 10 metres (33 feet) between a borehole and 
a septic tank.

“Sometimes the situation can change in an 
instance where we have a cavity due to issues 
in the ground, where there is a mixture of the 
water from the soak-away trying to penetrate 
the borehole,” Owo said.

To stay safe, the experts say the recom-
mended standard distance should be respected.

Siting of power-generating sets close to 
homes, the experts say, also easily leads to the 
inhalation of carbon monoxide and can kill 
within minutes.

“The effect of smoke is irritant, which can 
cause redness of the eyes and runny nose. Sit-
ing generators close to the house makes patients 
inhale carbon monoxide, which can be poison-
ous and can lead to death if not attended to 
immediately,” said Michelle Dania, a respiratory 
doctor at the Lagos State University Teaching 
Hospital (LUTH).

“Generator close to the house also leads to 
noise pollution, which can cause poor sleep. 
Noise can also affect hearing in the long term,” 
said Dania.

Odubanjo agrees, adding that not having a 
good sleep could lead to many other health haz-
ards, such as developing hypertension over time.

“Smoke from the generator oftentimes draws 
our attention when it kills people, i.e., when 
people go to bed and a generator is close to the 
window and just pours all its fumes into the 
room. But that is for the short term. In the long 
term, that smoke is also dangerous to health. 
Basically, it is dangerous gas that is coming out of 
it. You shouldn’t even have it in confined places; 
there must be outlet for the gas to go out and be 
able to spread in the atmosphere,” he said. 

HARRISON EDEH, TIAMIYU ADIO &
 ANTHONIA OBOKOH

…As nations mark World Cancer Day 
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Assessing the gains and 
pains of e-health in Nigeria

Health&Science

T
he Northwestern 
University, USA, in 
collaboration with 
Infinite MediFix 
Nigeria  Limite d 
and iDea Nigeria, 

recently gathered health and 
technology professionals at a 
symposium to discuss opportu-
nities and challenges in Nigeria’s 
e-health subsector.     

Ibukun Fowe, MBChB, MSGH 
candidate of the US higher learn-
ing institute, who convened 
the symposium, spoke about 
e-health in Nigeria, current re-
alities and future perspectives.

In her presentation, she high-
lighted the challenges of mak-
ing e-health work in Nigeria 
from the standpoint of the non-
availability of true health impact 
assessments centred on the 
consumer.

Quoting from a journal of 
medical internet research, she 
informed that e-health is an 
emerging field in the intersec-
tion of medical informatics, 
public health and business, and 
often refers to health services 
and information delivered or 
enhanced through the internet 
and related technologies.  

“Nigeria does not seem to 
be alone as regards the non-
availability of health impact 
assessments for e-health and 
mobile health platforms. We 
also have challenges on quality 
of health information being dis-
seminated on e-health platforms. 
Who validates and verifies these 
pieces of health information? 
How accurate and reliable are 
they?” Fowe said.

Prior researches by medical 
experts suggest that health in-
formation provided by a source 
that is not credible is detrimental 
to consumer outcomes. Unless 
health information is complete, 
it is likely to mislead the con-
sumer into making incorrect 
decisions.  

“SMS is one of the largest 
platforms in Nigeria for e-health 
products and services. Most re-

Dr. Ibukun Fowe making her presentation

spondents use SMS or web based 
applications. Lack of information 
on available health applications 
was the largest barrier reported; 
people are not aware that certain 
platforms or applications are 
available for their health use,” 
she said.

“Most respondents also use 
foreign apps and this was attrib-
uted to the lack of trust in local 
Nigerian health applications. 
The above inferences were made 
based on the ongoing impact as-
sessment by the Northwestern 
University on e-health platforms 
in South-west Nigeria.”

According to Fowe, out of 200 
respondents so far, 15 percent 

only are aware of any pregnancy 
or child care-related health ap-
plication, and 83 percent of the 
respondents are younger than 
age 40.

“Lack of information on avail-
able health applications was the 
most commonly reported barrier 
by 84 percent of respondents 
who were not aware of any 
pregnancy or child care-related 
health application,” she said.

She explained that although 
the cross-sectional survey shows 
high rates of safety and satisfac-
tion by the consumer with the 
use of majorly foreign apps, this 
is still not representative of the 
true level of health impact.

The theme of the symposium 
was “The pains and gains of e-
health in Nigeria – a user-centric 
assessment”. It was based on the 
nascent and emerging digital 
revolution of the healthcare 
sector by computer software 
and ICT.

The focus of the symposium 
was to ask fundamental ques-
tions such as how much im-
pact e-health applications are 
making in the Nigerian health 
sector and how to improve the 
level of impact and effective-
ness of these applications via 
a user-centric approach.

There were panel sessions 
and interactive sessions on 
how key stakeholders in the 
Nigerian health sector can take 
proactive steps to ensure that 
the real needs of the Nigerian 
people as regards e-health are 
prioritize d and that safety 
and quality measures are put 
in plac e that will  give us-
ers the confidence needed to 
use e-health applications and 
solutions adequately and ap-
propriately.

Oluwaseyi Oyesainu, learn-
ing, development and talent 
manager, Samsung Electronics 
West Africa Limited, who was 
one of the panellists, told the 
audience that the whole value 

chain of e-health is huge and 
that government involvement 
is required for the success due 
to legal implications of health 
data.

“As a HR practitioner, we are 
particular about e-health. Our 
intention is for our employees 
to spend less time whenever 
they visit the hospital. So, we 
are willing to partner with or-
ganisations that can integrate 
e-health into their total health 
service,” he said.

“For example,  HMO can 
introduce electronic cards to 
reduce waiting time for staff 
when they have to be con-
firmed at hospitals before re-
ceiving treatment. Front-end 
information can be stored on 
the card for HR to use for anal-
ysis and report or for when 
employees change hospital.”

Adeyinka Onikan, MBChB, 
Global  Fund Malaria ,  said 
it was always easy to say in 
Nigeria that data for health 
can’t be got, but “there is data 
in Nigeria but it is not readily 
available”.

“We need to know the in-
formation they have and what 
they’ve done. We could start 
from the local government: 
what statistical information do 
they have about women and 
children in that area? Who are 
the development partners who 
have worked in that area, what 
have they done?” he said.

“A good number of devel-
opment partners, NGOs, and 
organisations have worked in 
many communities; however, 
unfortunately some of them 
will  not diss eminate their 
information openly. Maybe it 
is on their websites or some 
other place, but many of them 
have this information.”

Lanre Adeloye, CEO, Safer-
mom, an online health infor-
mation service for pregnant 
and nursing mothers, said the 
adoption of e-health in Nige-
ria was challenging, because 
local health facilities may not 
become interested in adopting 
the solutions until the gov-
ernment solidifies and imple-
ments existing health policies.

Helen Anatogwu, CEO, iDea 
Nigeria, raised the question of 
minimal domain knowledge 
amongst many developers of 
healthcare applications who do 
not seem to fully understand 
the health-care challenges 
needing solution in Nigeria, 
and advised that more applica-
tions be built that can work on 
feature phones and can reach 
millions of people at once.

“If we really want to move 
this agenda forward, we need 
the stakeholders at both the 
state and federal level to see 
the benefits of implementing 
e-health solutions; one of which 
is the cost effectiveness and cost 
savings that e-health brings 
to the general society and the 
health system as a whole,” said 
Jonah Musa, associate professor, 
University of Jos, Nigeria/Health 
Services and Outcomes Research 
PhD candidate, Northwestern 
University.

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE

Ibukun

Cross section of the audience at the symposium
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AFCON 2017 final: Can Cameroon end Egypt jinx?

T
wo of Africa’s most success-
ful teams, the Pharaohs of 
Egypt and Indomitable Lions 
of Cameroon will once again 
battle it out for who takes over 

the crown from Cote d’Ivoire as king of 
the continent on Sunday at the Stade de 
l’Amitie, Libreville in Gabon

Egypt, record seven-time African 
champions, made a sensational return to 
the AFCON after missing the last three 
editions. The Pharaohs, who clinched 
the title in their last appearance in 2010, 
qualified for the showpiece at the expense 
of continental powerhouse, Nigeria. Hec-
tor Cuper’s side were one of three nations 
who didn’t taste defeat en route to the 
final of the competition.

The Pharaohs found were understand-
ably written off prior to the commence-
ment of the tournament due to their 
poor records in recent times. But a string 
of impressive displays in Gabon has put 

the Pharaohs in contention for the title. 
Egypt was drawn in Group D, the tourna-
ment’s so-called group of death – alongside 
Ghana, Mali, and Uganda. And it started 
in a rather unimpressive fashion for the 
North Africans, who could only scoop 
a solitary point in a barren stalemate in 
their opening game against Mali; before 
beating Uganda and Ghana 1-0 apiece to 
top the group.

This set the tone for an epic quarterfi-
nal clash against Morocco with Cuper’s 
team emerging victorious by a slim one-
goal margin. But the Egyptians had to dig 
deeper to overcome Burkina Faso, win-
ning the semi-final 4-3 on penalties, after 
drawing 1-1 in regulation time. This match 
was their first game that they conceded 
a goal in. Roma winger, Mohamed Salah 
with two goals, and goalkeeper, Essam 
El-Hadary, have been the standout stars 
for the Pharaohs.

Indomitable Lions of Cameroon just 
like Egypt, four-time champions, qualified 
for the Nations Cup without losing a single 

Adidas challenges athletes to unleash their creativity 

Sports AFCON 2017 IN FOCUS

A
didas, a global designer and developer of 
athletic and lifestyle footwear, recently 
unveiled a global campaign underlin-
ing the brand’s aggressive pursuit for 

creativity to push the boundaries of sport.
The new campaign, titled “Unleash Your 

Creativity,” is told through a female athlete’s lens 
and stars supermodel Karlie Kloss, fitness influ-
encer Hannah Bronfman, fitness instructor and 
best-selling author Robin Arzon, WNBA All-Star 
Candace Parker and USWNT soccer star Becky 
Sauerbrunn, among others.

“Like this campaign, creativity enables me to 
accomplish more and follow my passions. It is in-
spiring to work alongside this incredible group of 
women and help each other achieve our personal 
goals,” said Karlie Kloss.

“Unleash Your Creativity” builds upon the 
brand’s belief that hard work only gets you so far. 
The campaign includes a multi-athlete TV spot 
and short film series that brings to life authentic 
stories of 15 female athletes around the globe, 
who use creativity to defy conventions, reinvent 

routine, create their own path and inspire others 
to make a difference in sport.

Karlie Kloss’ film highlights how she uses her 
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imagination to make a difference in the world 
while Candace Parker shows how she uses cre-
ativity to shape her style of play and elevate her 

game. They emerged as group winners 
ahead of Mauritania and South Africa.

The Indomitable Lions’ preparation for 
the showpiece was dealt a huge blow after 
as many as eight players turned down the 
opportunity to feature in the competition. 
This includes Premier League duo Joel 
Matip and Allan Nyom alongside Schalke 
forward, Eric Maxim Choupo-Moting.

“Times are changing. Before certain 
players were happy to come and play for 
Cameroon,” head coach, Hugo Broos said. 
“Now some clubs put pressure on their 
players. Those who are coming to the ends 
of their contracts prefer to stay in Europe 
in order to negotiate better deals.”

However, Broos’ team were not de-
terred and has instead excelled in their 
absence.

The Cameroonians were held in their 
first two games, by Burkina Faso and Ga-
bon, before seeing off Equatorial Guinea 
2-1 to finish as runner-up in Group A.

The West Africans then stunned pre-
tournament favourites, Senegal, 5-4 on 

penalties before beating Ghana 2-0 in the 
semis. Skipper, Benjamin Moukandjo and 
young winger, Christian Bassogog, have 
both been exceptional for the four-time 
champions.

Predictions
Egypt and Cameroon will face-off 

for the 27th time in the grand finale of 
the 2017 AFCON. The Pharaohs hold an 
absolute authoritative advantage over 
their rivals having beaten them 15 times 
and lost just five.

Cameroon, who will host the 2019 
Africa Cup of Nations, lost their last final 
in this tournament to Egypt nine years 
ago and they will have a tough test on 
their hands against Cuper’s side, who are 
in their ninth AFCON final - the joint-
highest along with Ghana.

Both sides have previously met twice 
at this stage in 1986 and 2008, with Egypt 
coming out tops on both occasions. Broos’ 
team will be motivated by the fact that 
they have only lost once in eight finals 
and have conceded just once in Gabon.

ANTHONY NLEBEM 

ANTHONY NLEBEM game. Dancer and fitness influencer Ally Love 
inspires women to unleash their own creativ-
ity daily from her motivational spin classes to 
charging up an arena as host of the Brooklyn 
Nets. Ruqsana Begum is a British and European 
Kick-Boxing champion who blazed a trail for 
Muslim women to access sport. Running coach 
Jessie Zapo found a way to open her sport to a 
new generation of runners. USWNT Captain 
Becky Sauerbrunn uses her creativity in soccer 
to challenge her opponents on the field and win 
championships.

“Hard work is a given. We believe that ath-
letes who tap into their creativity have a power-
ful edge,” said Lia Stierwalt, Senior Director of 
Global Brand Communications at adidas. “This 
new film series continues the ‘Here to Create’ con-
versation that we began in 2016 reinforcing the 
brand’s point of view that engaging an athlete’s 
imagination to unleash their creativity will take 
them further than their mind or body ever could.”

“Unleash Your Creativity” debuted online 
and will air globally in more than 20 countries 
during key moments including the Super Bowl 
LI Pre-Game Show, NBA All-Star Game, and The 
Academy Awards. 



Premier League clubs net January profit
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… records £215m in transfer spending

P
remier League clubs have 
recorded a transfer window 
profit for the first time - de-
spite spending reaching a six-
year January high of £215m.

Southampton and Burnley made 
late deadline-day deals, while Odion 
Ighalo moved from Watford to China 
for £20m.

Saints paid about £14m for Napoli’s 
Manolo Gabbiadini, and the Clarets 
signed Robbie Brady for up to £13m

However, top-flight sides brought in 
£40m more than they paid out, accord-
ing to finance analysts Deloitte.

Premier League teams have spent 
a record £1.38bn on transfers in the 
2016-17 season, after a summer outlay 
of £1.165bn.

Spending in January 2017 is the sec-
ond highest - behind the record mark 
of £225m six years ago - and dwarfs the 
£35m spent in the first January transfer 
window in 2003.

While the window is now closed 
for the major European leagues, there 
could still be departures as big-spending 
China has an official deadline of 28 
February.

Premier league Deals
Nigeria striker Ighalo led deadline 

day sales, 27, moving to Chinese Super 
League club Changchun Yatai.

Burnley were one of the busier 
sides, recruiting 25-year-old Republic 
of Ireland international Brady from 
Norwich for a club-record fee having 
earlier snapped up another midfielder, 
Ashley Westwood, from Aston Villa.

Southampton bolstered their attack-
ing options by bringing in Gabbiadini, 
25, while Crystal Palace secured Liv-
erpool centre-back Mamadou Sakho 
on loan and signed Serbia midfielder 
Luka Milivojevic from Greek side 
Olympiakos.

Swansea City signed Aston Villa 

forward Jordan Ayew in a swap deal 
that saw Wales defender Neil Taylor 
go the other way.

Several mooted moves did not go 
through on a relatively low-key day, 
with Celtic keeper Craig Gordon and 
striker Moussa Dembele staying with 
the Scottish champions despite re-
ported interest from Chelsea.

Sunderland, thwarted in their at-
tempts to sign forward Leonardo 
Ulloa from Premier League champions 
Leicester City, had a bid of about £12m 
rejected by Southampton for forward 
Jay Rodriguez.

Everton were the Premier League 
club to spend the most on a single 
player, paying Manchester United 
£22m for France midfielder Morgan 
Schneiderlin.

However, the biggest fee was the 
£60m paid to Chelsea by Chinese Super 
League side Shanghai SIPG for Brazil 
attacking midfielder Oscar.

Also departing the Premier League 
was Dimitri Payet - with West Ham 
accusing the France forward of lack-
ing “commitment and respect” as he 
rejoined Marseille for £25m.

The top six sides did not shell out 
- the only new purchase among the 
leading sides being Arsenal’s surprise 
signing of left-back Cohen Bramall 
from non-league Hednesford Town for 
£40,000. He had just been made redun-
dant from his job in a car factory before 
a trial with the Gunners.

Key January transfer window 
spending

 · Premier League clubs spent £215m 
to buy new players in the January 
window, recording a net transfer profit 
of £40m compared with a net spend of 
£100m last year.

· The bottom six clubs accounted for 
half of total expenditure, with sides in 
the bottom half of the table spending 
£145m (67% of total expenditure).

· Deadline-day spending by top-
flight clubs totalled £60m, up £20m on 
last year, and the second highest ever 
after £135m in 2011.

·      Championship sides spent a total 
of £80m, a big increase on last year’s 
total of £35m and a new record for a 
January transfer window for the divi-
sion. The £40m spent on deadline day 
was the same amount spent by Premier 
League clubs on deadline day in Janu-
ary 2016.

· The Premier League was once 
again the highest-spending league in 
European football. The next highest 
was France’s Ligue 1, with total transfer 
expenditure of about £130m.

“The sales of Oscar, Dimitri Payet, 
Odion Ighalo and Memphis Depay, as 
well as around £20m worth of sales to 
Championship clubs, have helped Pre-
mier League clubs record net receipts 
for the first time in a transfer window,” 
said Deloitte spokesman Dan Jones.

“As was the case last year, it is clubs 
in the bottom half of the table who 
have driven expenditure this January, 
investing in their squads in an attempt 
to secure survival.”

Championship Clubs Deals
Championship clubs spent a record 

£40m on deadline day, led by Aston 
Villa signing forward Scott Hogan from 
Brentford for a fee that could reach 
£12m.

Wigan sold winger Yanic Wildschut 
to Norwich for £7m, but they ended the 
day with eight new players.

Sheffield Wednesday have to wait 
until Wednesday to see if their £9.5m 
move for Middlesbrough striker Jordan 
Rhodes had gone through in time.

Midfielder Ravel Morrison returned 
to QPR on a late loan deal from Italian 
side Lazio, and highly rated West Ham 
defender Reece Oxford, 18, moved 
to Reading on loan for the rest of the 
season.

ANTHONY NLEBEM 

NPFL: Rangers plan assault against FC IfeanyiUbah

I
mama Amapakabo, Technical 
Adviser, Rangers International 
FC of Enugu has said that he had 
perfected the clubs frontline to 

take home the three points against FC 
IfeanyiUbah in Nnewi.

Speaking in Enugu, Amapakabo 
said he had been working on the club’s 
attack to ensure they start scoring 
goals.

“Rangers have been doing well both 
home and away but our problem is 
scoring goals of which I believe is my 
duty as the technical adviser to fix it.

“We have perfected our tactics in 
the attacking line for the match as we 
all know that IfeanyiUbah is a good 
side.

“Some good players had been draft-
ed into the team which I believe will 
return good result from Nnewi.

“I always work for three points 

against any opponent and in football 
any team that scores more number of 
goals wins the game. It pains me that 
the strikers are not getting the job done 
at the moment,’’ he said.

Amakapabo assured the fans that 
Rangers would attack the Nnewi lords 
for 90 minutes to take home the three 
points at stake.

He said that all the clubs in Nigeria 
were hard nuts to crack and all that 
needed to be treated with caution.

“We have played IfeanyiUbah 
twice this season and we did not lose 
to them in regulation time.

“Penalty is nobody’s game because 
any team can have the upper hand 
and that was what happened at the 
Charity Cup.

“We are taking the fight to them in 
Nnewi and let us see how things will 
work out on Sunday,’’ Amapakabo said.
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Open Letter to ASUU & ASUP (3): 

M
r O. J.,” said Just Man and 
Just Woman, “please tell 
us a bit more about this 
your theory of printing 
and publishing.”

“The first thing to understand,” I began, 
“is that reading has changed . . .”

“And yet it has stayed the same,” said 
JMan.

“People may read fewer printed books,” 
said JWoman, “but they read more phone 
texts, blogs, twits . . .”

“Young people especially,” said JMan, 
“they eat, drink, play and virtually 
sleep with their laptops, tablets and 
smartphones.”

 “There you go! You’re both finally 
awake! Your brains were not really dead, 
just in a deep slumber. Thank you!”

 “But please tell us about printing 
and publishing.”

 “Printing and publishing implies 
all of these new media devices. Today 
there are newspapers in print/hard copy 
as well as online. Books today similarly 
exist in print and online (eBooks). Take 
your choice—or rather, embrace both. If 

you can’t catch the young in print, catch 
them online.”

 A pregnant pause. Thinking.
 “I see what you mean. The vehicle 

is there; but where is the material?”
“Yes, how to get to them is clear—but 

what are you getting to them? Where do 
we the teachers come in?”

“Come on, now, think!”
“I think . . . instead of photocopying and 

selling to them, we can use email . . .”
“Or put it on a website.”
“Now you’re thinking. But you can do 

better than that.”
“Come to think of it, I hear that some 

universities abroad organize a network 
of micro-websites in which each professor 
displays each of the courses he/she is 
teaching each term or semester. . . .”

“Exactly. That’s one of several variants—
where the 19th century has met and 
merged with the 21st century. You can 
work out the details. But these digital 
developments are governed by two critical 
principles. First, the lecturer or professor 
is passionately devoted to teaching, to the 
upbringing of the youth, to the onward 
progress or transformation of his/her 
society, to making his/her contribution 
to that transformation.”

“Well and good.”
“Le cturers  and profess ors  reap 

moderate financial rewards: decent 
salary and benefits that put them and 
their families in the middle class, not in 
the upper class of the wealthy. Their main 
reward is the satisfaction of transmitting 
knowledge, of inculcating values, of 
making a lasting and positive impact on 
their students, and, through them, on the 
future of their country and of the world—
an impact that keeps working long after 
they are dead and gone.”

“Good enough.”
“The second critical principle is that 

whatever material is reproduced on the 
micro-website is with the permission of 
the author or holder of copyright. The 

only materials used without permission 
are materials that are “in the public 
domain”—that is, materials that never 
were or no longer are under copyright.”

“Does it mean that teachers in those 
countries have taken a vow of poverty, 
as medieval European monks were said 
to do?”

“Not a vow of poverty but a vow not 
to pursue wealth as if it was the highest 
or only good.”

“Are you saying that teachers here in 
Naija should leave the pursuit of wealth, 
whether by honest application of brains 
and brawn or by bribery, embezzlement 
or 419, entirely to businessmen and 
politicians?”

“I’m saying that every human being 
has to make a choice what path to pursue 
in his/her 40 to 80 years of life on earth, 
and then should steadfastly pursue it. 
Whatever you are, whether by conscious 
choice or striving, or by inclination or 
talent, predestination or divine calling—
whatever you are by religious, cultural 
or personal belief—be true to that self. 
Don’t be a square peg itching to fit into 
a round hole, or a small finger wishing it 
were a thumb.”

“Are you saying that change is not 
possible or desirable? We come into 
the world with a certain character, 
personality and talents. But surely we can 
remake or transform ourselves, at least 
improve on what we have.”

“Well, yes, we can improve—but 
usually minimally. Even the capacity or 
ability to change is itself quite limited. 
Some have it more than others. As far as 
I can see, the vast majority of humanity 
live and die basically in the same limited 
circle in which they find themselves, 
despite all the exhortations by preachers 
and “life coaching” by motivational 
speakers. Learning, of course, is real; but 
transformation or total make-over is 
rare. . . .”

•	 To	be	continued

SUNDAYBD 

ONWUCHEKWA JEMIE

0 7 0 3 9 4 6 0 1 6 2
ojemie@businessdayonline.com

C002D5556

Week
Quotes of the

To properly fight viruses, you should get an an-
tivirus program. That’s because Windows itself 
doesn’t come with antivirus software. If your PC 
came supplied with antivirus software, it was 
most likely a trial version. The antivirus program 
you choose should have two modes of operation:

Interactive: In this mode, the program lurks 
in the background and monitors the computer’s 
activity. Specifically, the interactive mode looks 
for a virus coming in from the Internet (a down-
load or an email attachment) or delivered on 
removable media.

Scan: In this mode, the antivirus program 
probes all parts of the computer’s memory and 
storage system, looking for signs of infection. You 
can direct the program to scan your PC at any time, 
though traditionally an antivirus program scans 
the computer when it first starts.

When a virus or sign of infection is found, the 
antivirus software alerts you to its presence. The 
virus may be destroyed or the file quarantined for 
later examination. Either way, whatever opera-
tion the virus was set out to perform is thwarted.

It’s possible to be vigilant and avoid using 
antivirus software. But that big, looming monster 
called Doubt plays a role in how you use your 
computer. Nasty software exists. Even if you don’t 
run an interactive antivirus program, you should 
use antivirus software to scan your computer 
routinely for signs of infection.

    Antivirus software requires frequent up-
dating. Normally, you subscribe to the antivirus 
developer’s website, allowing downloads of new 
virus definitions and protection information. Only 
by keeping your antivirus software up-to-date do 
you ensure that your computer can battle new and 
malevolent threats.

Blogs
From the 

“The signing of the interim report by three out of nine 
members of the committee makes it a minority report 
of the Senate committee and not a committee report, 
being an interim report, thus presenting a challenge 
for the Presidency to determine the weight to attach 
to the report as currently presented.” Muhammadu 
Buhari, President of Nigeria.

“Issues were raised that only three members of the 
committee signed that interim report; that was also a 
second lie coming from the Presidency. If they have 
the intention of simply reaching a pre-determined 
conclusion by covering up on the issues raised by the 
committee, that is one thing. Secondly, I will say this 
clearly: this letter is a funeral service for the anti-
corruption fight. Senator Shehu Sani, Nigerian Senator.

“I don’t want to lend my voice to a very silly thing. I 
will not join this debate. I think there are more serious 
issues of state to discuss than this issue,” he said on 
Wednesday after the federal executive council meet-
ing. “It’s only in this part of the world that you wake 
up in the morning and you say the president of the 
country is dead. I will not join that kind of debate at all.” 
Minister of Information and Culture, Lai Mohammed. 

Numbers
N6.1b
The Apapa command of the Nigeria Customs Ser-
vice (NCS) on last Friday said it generated N6.15 
billion from duty on imported rice from January to 
December 2016.

$12bn
Indian Acting High Commissioner, Mr Kaiser Alam 
has said that the trade volume between Nigeria and 
India stood at $12 billion in 2016. 

 Books! Books!! Books!!! 

“


