
The A453 Churches 

Barton | Gotham | Kingston | Ratcliffe | Thrumpton 

Minutes of the Annual Church Meeting 

Held at Holy Trinity, Ratcliffe 

12:30pm on 22nd May 2022 
 

 

Various reports are mentioned and brief summaries are included in these minutes.  For the full report please see the 

A453 Churches Report Booklet and the Charity Commission Report Booklet, both of which are filed with these 

minutes. 

 

 

1. Opening Prayer 

 

The Rector, Revd Richard Coleman welcomed people and reminded them that there had been a number of 

rule changes to the business of the AGM from last year. We no longer need to record apologies, approve 

last year’s minutes or vote to accept the accounts. He then opened the meeting with a prayer. 

 

 

2. Appointment of Churchwardens 

Richard thanked the Churchwardens for their hard work which often goes unseen, without which the 

church would not work. He explained that now Churchwardens are appointed for a 6 year term of office 

and, since the current Churchwardens are continuing in post, there was no requirement to appoint this year. 

Churchwardens still need to be admitted each year and this will be done at Southwell Minster on 9th June. 

 

2a. Deputy Churchwardens 

Richard also thanked the Deputy Churchwardens for their hard work which, like the Churchwardens, often 

goes unseen, without which the church would not work. He reminded everyone that the role of Deputy 

Churchwardens is not a legal post as they are appointed locally and are accountable to the Churchwardens 

and Rector. There are no appointments this year. Churchwardens and Deputy Churchwardens were asked 

to fill out a new Terrier (booklets already provided) and to send a copy to Amanda Redgate for Diocesan 

records. The deadline for this is the end of July. 

 

 

3. Electoral Roll:    Electoral Roll Officer: Richard Coleman 

 Barton:  19 

 Gotham: 51 

 Kingston: 11 

 Ratcliffe: 11 

 Thrumpton:   8 

Total:  100 

 

 

4. Deanery Synod 

 

There were four Deanery Synod meetings last year, one of which was a Prayer Walk, and another a Desert 

Island Disk with Bishop Andy. Parish Share continues to be of concern around the whole diocese and 

Richard reminded us that Parish Share pays for the clergy.  If parishes do not pay their way then it will 

mean that the diocese will have to start letting clergy go. This is not something that Bishop Paul wants to 

happen, but if the money is not forthcoming then they are not going to have much choice. 

 

 Deanery Synod Reps who are appointed until 2023 are: 

        Val Hopkins 

        Janet State 

  



5. PCC 

The PCC report is incorporated into the report for the Charity Commission. 

Richard reminded those present that the purpose of the PCC is to cooperate with the Minister in promoting 

the whole mission of the Church, pastoral, evangelical, social & ecumenical. 

Not a lot has happened this past year but we were able to put on some activities, and look forward to a 

more normal year this year in that regard which will be of benefit not only to our bank balance but also to 

building relationships between the churches and with our communities.  

Richard reminded everyone that PCC members are not responsible just for their own church but they are all 

jointly responsible for all five of our churches.         

Each year one third of the reps stand down, and this year we have 2 vacancies at Gotham and 1 at 

Kingston. 

Richard thanked those who were standing down this year: 

David Power (Gotham), Valerie Brown (Gotham - resigned during the year), and David Woodhouse 

(Kingston)  

For those who have agreed to take their places: 

Sonya Hawkins (Gotham), and Louise Third (Gotham). 

 

 

6. Fabric Report 

 

As with any building the age of ours, the fabric is a constant issue, as well as concerns as to how to pay for 

all the repairs that keep cropping up as Gotham's recent Quinquennial has revealed. 

 

Barton’s Faculty to remove some pews was approved and both boilers have had to be repaired. 

There is also the ongoing saga with land taken for the A453 widening project which hopefully will be 

brought to a satisfactory end soon. 

 

Gotham have set up a Local Management Group (which reports to the PCC) to deal with the fabric of the 

building and churchyards and anything else that isn't covered by any other group. The Church Hall is in the 

process of being sold. 

 

Kingston’s problem with stone spalling continues to be a problem. Simply keeping the windows open is 

about the best we can do there. Graham has done quite a bit of work in the churchyard clearing away 

vegetation and keeping the place tidy for which he was thanked for all his hard work there. Quite a few 

tiles were damaged during a recent storm but this has now been fixed. 

 

At Ratcliffe, all the work highlighted in the 2021 Quinquennial report has been completed, and the South 

Aisle East window has been cleaned and repaired. At this year’s Sutton Bonington show (4th September) 

there will be an A453 Church stand making people aware of our five churches. 

 

Thrumpton have ongoing costs with the trees in the churchyard as well as concerns over the state of the 

stained glass windows.  It is hoped grants will cover most of the cost of the latter. The church otherwise is 

in very good condition. 

 

Richard expressed his thanks to all who continue to put in considerable time and effort in keeping our 

buildings in good repair, and tending to the regular maintenance of our various churchyards. 

 

A full report on each church is included in the A453 Church Report booklet. 

 

 

7. Finance 

 

The Treasurer's Report and Accounts are all in the Charity Commission Report booklet. 

Richard thanked Graham for his continued diligence over the Finances. Hopefully 2022 will be a better 

year this year since we can put on more events.  

 

8. Close 

 

 The meeting closed at 1:00pm with the Grace. 

 


