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Developing an interpretation
One of the main aims of studying a text in Area of Study 1 is to develop your own 
interpretation, supported by evidence from the text. 

An interpretation is your view of the meaning or significance of a text or a particular 
aspect of it. For example, you might have a theory about why a character behaves the 
way they do, or the author or film-maker’s overall message about a major theme.

There is no one ‘right’ way to interpret a text. Different interpretations are possible 
because:

• readers or viewers come from different backgrounds and have different opinions, 
which shape the way they interpret a text

• texts usually suggest or imply a viewpoint rather than stating it outright, leaving 
room for the reader to interpret characters, events and themes in their own way.

Developing interpretive statements
Interpretative statements are useful for developing your own sense of the overall 
meaning in your text. The following example shows you how to work out your ideas by 
developing a range of interpretive statements.

Begin by identifying central ideas in your text. For example, in the table below, the 
left-hand column features some of the main ideas from the play Bombshells. In the 
righthand column, write the main ideas from your own set text:

Bombshells Your set text

The importance of relationships in shaping identity

Identity as a performance

The pressure of societal expectations

Multiple and conflicting identities

Madness as a response to social pressure

Differences between our ‘true’ selves and how 
others see us
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BRAINSTORM THEMES, VALUES AND KEY IDEAS

As a class or in small groups, note down some themes, values and key ideas in your 
text. Work together to develop these into statements about the text. Aim to create four 
or five statements. Next, either working individually or in small groups, identify textual 
evidence (quotations, plot points, etc.) to support each statement. You could treat this as 
a competition, with the winner being the individual or group who can come up with the 
most pieces of evidence to support a statement.

The next step is to make connections between ideas – many are possible. Note how key 
ideas (underlined) from Bombshells are linked with each other to create an interpretive 
statement.

Bombshells shows how identity can be a performance that women are forced into,  
due to the pressure of societal expectations.

Bombshells suggests that multiple and conflicting identities can be the result of  
the influence of different relationships on identity formation.

Finally, create statements for alternative interpretations. Try writing a statement, 
then writing another that expresses an opposing point of view.

Examples
Interpretive statement: Bombshells suggests that adopting the roles of wife and mother 
has a negative impact on women’s identity.

Opposing statement: Bombshells suggests that adopting the roles of wife and mother 
enriches women’s identity.

Interpretive statement: The unhappiness of the characters in Bombshells can mostly be 
attributed to the men in their lives.

Opposing statement: The characters in Bombshells are responsible for their own 
unhappiness.

Your answer
Interpretive statement: 

Opposing statement: 

How these kinds of statements are supported in an interpretation depends on the choices 
you make when you:

• define the key terms

• select pieces of evidence to support your viewpoint

• draw on your personal response to the characters and situations portrayed to show 
how you view these kinds of features.
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DEVELOP AN INTERPRETATION

Think about the narrative viewpoint in your text.

1	 Identify what the narrator is really telling you about the world they describe – is it a 
fair world or a cruel one? A world in which characters can decide their own fates or 
one in which their fates are decided for them? Sum up the narrator’s view in one or 
two sentences. 

The narrative viewpoint seems to suggest 

2	 Do you agree with the narrator’s viewpoint? (Tick one.)

 Yes  No  Maybe

How does the author position you to agree, or perhaps disagree, with this viewpoint? 
Try to think of at least three pieces of evidence for the way the narrative viewpoint 
is expressed. Look for places in the text where the narrator makes a statement about 
the real significance of events, individuals etc.

The narrative viewpoint is shown by 

Think about how you respond to the characters.

3	 Which characters are portrayed in a sympathetic way? Give two reasons why you feel 
sympathy for these characters.

4	 Which characters do you view more critically? Give two reasons why these characters 
are unsympathetic.

5	 What are the main values of the character/s you are most sympathetic towards?  
How do they show these values?

6	 What happens to the main characters in your text – are they ‘punished’ or ‘rewarded’? 
Summarise the author/director’s view of these characters and the society they live in.
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Think about the text’s ideas, themes and values.

7	 Use the exercise on developing interpretive statements (pp.45–6) to develop topics on 
ideas, themes and values in your text. Which of these match your own view of what 
the text is about? Which would you argue against?

I agree with the statement that 

I disagree with the statement that 

8 For one topic that you agree with, identify characters that you would analyse to 
support this viewpoint. For a poetry collection, identify images, symbols and any 
poetic techniques (alliteration, rhyme, etc.) that would support this viewpoint.
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