
 

 1 

 
October 1, 2022 Vlog  

How a Vacation Trip Revealed a Surprise 
 
Vacations are designed for relaxing, for seeing beautiful vistas, and for enjoying 
memorable times with good friends. I was recently on a trip to Germany and the Czech 
Republic, where all those elements were present—and then some! But the biggest 
takeaway was completely unexpected. And I can’t quit thinking about it. 
 
A brief backgrounder: I don’t know about your bucket list, but mine has included the 
special Passion Play performed in the Bavarian village of Oberammergau, Germany, 
every ten years. It has been produced forty-two times since 1633 (1640, 1650, etc.), 
except during the two world wars and the recent pandemic. The villagers committed to 
their once-a-decade plan after creating a quid pro quo with God: Stop all the Black 
Plague deaths in our tiny village, dear Father, and we’ll mount the Passion Play in 
perpetuity. Well, no one else died, and the people of Oberammergau have kept their 
promise for nearly 400 years.    
 
The production is staggering: 1,400 cast members plus 400 children and live animals on 
a massive stage. It’s five hours long in German, and lest you think the mostly non-
German audience is groaning by the end, I suspect 99% of attendees would say it was 
one of the most riveting experiences they’ve ever had. You feel like you've been invited 
into a time capsule that drops down in Jerusalem in 34 AD and offers you an eyewitness 
view of history’s most profound event. 
 
The Trial before Pontius Pilate hit me at an almost visceral level. We all know “the 
ending,” but watching the injustice and bald lies so vividly reenacted made the 
audience want to stand and scream in protest. That desire to protest wrongdoing was a 
seed planted in me—a seed that the rest of the trip kept reinforcing.   
 
For lack of a more subtle term, I’ll call it first-century totalitarianism. The dark desire of 
both the Romans and the Jewish religious leaders to snuff out the light of Christ—the 
light that had shined so brightly throughout Palestine for thirty-three years—was 
ferociously on display. Both the secular and religious authorities wanted to dominate 
and destroy the good that Jesus Christ brought to the world. Beyond the play, the entire 
trip revealed the same sad truth: Too many today have given themselves over to the 
dark powers that would destroy evidence of the Christ light waiting to shine in all the 
dark corners of the earth.   
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Our itinerary included Dachau, where we saw in the gas chambers the worst passions 
of humanity and were unable to comprehend the depth of the evil done there. This was 
the 1940s version of totalitarianism—what we call fascism and what Hitler called the 
elimination of the “cancer of democracy” as he sought political power. 
 
But then the emotional pendulum swung to “the best of us” when we visited 
Nuremberg.  Since the city’s Court of Justice hadn’t been destroyed during the war, top 
Nazis were put on trial there. How easy it would have been to line them up against a 
wall to face a firing squad, an option even some of Europe’s most prominent leaders 
wanted. A whole new class of law had to be created; “crimes against humanity” seemed 
the only reasonable term to define the defendants’ actions. 
 
Entering Prague, we were greeted by a massive banner on one of the Gothic churches 
that read “Hands off Ukraine, Putin.” Renaissance architecture meets 21st-century 
politics! Everywhere we looked, either Ukrainian flags were flying from churches and 
public buildings or people wearing pins or shirts with Ukraine’s colors. Reading the 
headlines and watching the news in that East European city, we couldn’t help but see 
the ongoing war nearby as the contemporary version of totalitarianism.  
 
This may seem like the most political vlog I’ve ever done, but it’s incredibly biblical.  
The seeds of hate and division first appear in the Bible’s opening book, Genesis, and 
they continue right through to Revelation, where the cosmic battle between Good and 
Evil culminates. In every chapter of the Bible’s final book, we witness the all-power and 
all-presence of God, whose goodness overturns and defeats whatever current “face” 
evil presents.   
 
And that’s the point, isn’t it? The Bible is not only contemporary in its depiction of the 
aggressive forces that would overturn the Kingdom of Heaven, but it assures every 
reader, no matter the era we live in, of the triumph of good over evil. It gives us hope. It 
is relevant today and always. But we must be awake and alert to see what would try to 
hypnotize us and put us to sleep.   
 
Our times aren’t easy. But neither were times easy for our ancestors—regardless of 
where they lived. So many generations, faithfully reading their Bible, have been 
encouraged by the David-defeats-Goliath nature of the Bible’s books and stories. We 
can be as well.   
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Jesus Christ didn’t equivocate. Matthew quotes his declaration to his disciples: “Think 
not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword” 
(10:34). 
 
Time to defend our world. Our sword of spirit is needed, so let’s get it out! 
 
 
 
 
 


