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and tomato, with condiments on the side.

     Vegetarian—Grilled vegetable
sandwich on a submarine roll, with
condiments on the side.

     All choices include a piece of whole fruit,
bag of potato chips, and a cookie.

     Please make your Box Lunch selections
on the back of the Registration Form insert
included in this Monitor.

     (Continued on Page 3.)

Don’t put it off!  Make your travel
arrangements and register now for the

2015 PLF Annual Meeting in Phoenix,
Arizona.  It all takes place September 22-
25,  2015.   “Youth Initiative and
Community Partnerships” is the theme of
this year’s meeting.

     Members of the Board of Directors and
others interested in attending the Board
Meeting on Tuesday, September 22, should
plan on arriving in Phoenix on Monday.

     On Wednesday, September 23, you will
visit the Agua Fria National Monument
Badger Springs Wash Area, Black Canyon
Heritage Park and Table Mesa Recreation
Area and hear from BLM and Friends
Groups about the partnerships that have been
formed to manage and maintain these
important recreation areas.  Programs for
both hikers and non-hikers have been
arranged.

     Box Lunch choices for the Wednesday
tour include the following:

     Turkey Sandwich—Deli style sandwich
with smoked turkey, provolone cheese,
lettuce and tomato, with condiments on the
side.

     Ham Sandwich—Deli style sandwich
with honey ham, provolone cheese, lettuce



THE PUBLIC LANDS

PAGE 2

PUBLIC LANDS FOUNDATION CONSERVATION ADVISORY COUNCIL

American Forest & Paper Association
American Hiking Society
Bureau of Land Management (liaison member)
Independent Petroleum Assn. of Mountain States
Izaak Walton League of America
National Association of Counties

National Environmental Education Foundation
National Rifle Association
National Wildlife Federation
Public Lands Council
Western States Tourism Policy Council
Wilderness Society
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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

Ed Shepard

I recently had the great plea-
sure to be involved in an ac-

tivity that is always fun; some-
thing that I enjoyed while
working and something I en-
joy as your president.  I got to
travel to Washington, D.C. to
help present the PLF’s awards
for Outstanding Professional
for 2014 on May 27th.  Rick

Vander Voet received the managerial award and Sue
Oberlie received the technician award.  We presented
Sue with her award just 3 days before she retired and
joined the PLF ranks.  Welcome, Sue!

     I was joined in the presentation by Deputy Director
Steve Ellis (who arrived minutes before the presenta-
tion after travelling all night from the West Coast), past-
President George Lea, and acting Wyoming Associate
State Director Larry Claypool.  Rick’s daughter was
also present at the ceremony.  We missed having Direc-
tor Kornze at the event; he was travelling to Wyoming
to be with the Secretary as the new Sage-grouse Con-
servation Plans were rolled out the next day.  This also
explained why acting Wyoming State Director Mary Jo
Rugwell could not attend.

     Both Rick and Sue were presented their awards for
the outstanding work they have done in the Lander Field
Office over the years, including the completion of the
first Resource Management Plan that included the sage-
grouse conservation measures.   I believe that this is the
first time that both awards were presented to employees
from the same office.  May’s presentations were also
special because we were making them back at BLM
Headquarters.  For the past two years we made the
presentations via video conferencing from the field
because of sequestration-related travel restrictions.  We

are now back to the tradition of presenting the awards
in Washington and our thanks to the Director, Deputy
Director and all the BLM employees who made the
ceremony a success.  Congratulations to Rick and Sue!

     PLF is continuing to recognize and assist the next
generation of land managers.  This spring we presented
two students with George Lea Founder’s Scholarships
of $5,000 each.  Ashley Renee Sanders is a senior at
Arizona State University pursuing a degree in Parks and
Recreation Management and Brian Andersen of Prescott
College is starting a master’s program in Environmental
Studies and Adventure Management.  The scholarship
committee reviewed many worthy candidates and we
offer our congratulations to Renee and Brian.  The two
scholarships are made available by earnings on PLF
investments and by the generous donations of members.
If you would like to donate to the scholarship fund,
information is available in this copy of the Monitor.
Thank you to those that have already contributed.

     On June 19-20, I, along with Elaine Brong and Mat
Millenbach, represented the PLF at a celebration of the
15th anniversary of the National Conservation Lands
(NCL) in northern California.  On Friday we visited the
Headwaters Monument where I got to join with current
employees, local tribal representatives, past BLM and
DOI leaders, local friends groups, and, most importantly,
youth to plant a ‘Visionary Grove’ of redwoods.  This
grove represents the tie between the leaders that
envisioned the protection of BLM’s gems and future
generations.  Following the tree planting we heard a
discussion of the NCL program and the acquisition of
Headwaters from Secretary Babbitt, former Solicitor
John Leshy, first NCL Director Elaine Brong, and former
Director Tom Fry.  The day concluded with a barbeque
overlooking the ocean with the BLM Executive Lead-

(Continued on Page 3.)
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ership Team.  We were also joined at the barbeque by
Secretary Sally Jewell.

     On Saturday we went to the King’s Range National
Conservation Area where a tiled walkway was unveiled.
Remarks were presented by State Director Jim Kenna,
Director Neil Kornze, Secretaries Bruce Babbitt and
Sally Jewell, Assistant Secretary Janice Schneider, and
Conservation Foundation Chairman Ed Norton to
commemorate the Bureau’s first National Conservation
Area and the 15th anniversary.  The event was well
organized and run by the California and Washington
office folks and we appreciate BLM inviting and
involving the PLF in this celebration.  Secretary Babbitt
said it best when he stated that many of the gems
included in the NCL exist because of the work of now
retired BLM employees.

     Many of you have heard about the security breach
of the Office of Personnel Management (OPM) records
of retirees and active employees.  Personal data was
obtained by hackers, believed to be from China.  OPM
is offering identity theft protection for 18 months through
a contractor.  Many of you have already been contacted
by OPM or should be soon.  This unfortunate intrusion
into our privacy is frustrating to say the least.  I encourage
you all to become informed on your options and consider
signing up for the protection offered by OPM.

     In late May, Secretary Jewell and Director Kornze
released the Final EIS amending nearly all of the
resource management plans in areas containing sage-
grouse habitat.  This was a monumental effort that
involved BLM, the Forest Service, Natural Resources
Conservation Service, Fish and Wildlife Service, and
the many western states with sage-grouse.  The intent of
the amendments is to provide regulatory certainty to
the Fish and Wildlife Service that the BLM and Forest
Service will implement conservation measures to prevent
the need to list the species under the Endangered Species
Act.  Hopefully this effort will be successful in protecting
the sage-grouse while not tying the agencies up in
complicated and expensive processes.

     The FY 2016 appropriation bills are beginning to
wind their way through Congress.  Bills have moved

through both the House and Senate appropriation
committees.  Spending caps continue to affect the
appropriations, keeping levels fairly flat with FY 2015.
BLM got a $60 million plus increase in the House bill,
with $45 million aimed at implementing sage-grouse
conservation measures.  Both chambers have included
controversial riders that will affect movement of these
bills.  Not surprisingly, many are already talking of a
potential continuing resolution.

     Fire season is beginning to get into full swing.  The
drought continues in many parts of BLM country and
we can expect that our friends at BLM will be busy.
Lower 48 crews are being sent to Alaska and fires are
already beginning to pick up here in the Northwest and
California.  We wish all of the firefighters a safe summer.

     Finally, the annual PLF meeting is creeping up on us
very quickly.  The meeting will be held in Phoenix the
week of September 21st.  Information on the meeting
and registration materials are included in this edition of
the Monitor.  I hope to see many of you there.  In the
meantime, have a safe and joyful summer.

PLF ANNUAL MEETING
(Continued from Page 1.)

     A barbecue will be held Wednesday evening outside
the Crowne Plaza Hotel.  Hamburgers hot off of the grill
and pulled pork will be served, along with a garden salad
and dressings, potato salad, baked beans, corn, cookies,
all appropriate condiments, coffee, and iced tea. Two
complimentary drinks also are included in the price.

     Thursday, September 24, will include our full-day
public meeting with panels and a luncheon speaker
addressing this year’s theme of “Youth Initiative and
Community Partnerships.”

     Thursday Lunch choices include:

     Oriental Chicken Salad—Sliced char-broiled
chicken breast, mandarin oranges, Chinese parsley, red
onion, baby corn, water chestnuts, bean sprouts and crispy
ramen noodles laced with soy dressing, and served with
warm rolls and butter.

(Continued on Page 4.)
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(Continued on Page 5.)

     Arizona Taco Salad—Fresh garden greens, shredded
cheddar cheese, diced tomato, onion, sliced black olives
and refried beans served in a flaky flour tortilla with
salsa fresca, guacamole and sour cream, topped with
spicy chicken.

     Vegetarian Salad—Chef’s choice.

     Please make your Thursday Lunch selections on the
back of the Registration Form insert included in this
Monitor.

     The PLF banquet will be Thursday evening,
September 24.  Banquet meal choices include:

     Roasted Prime Rib of Beef—Slow roasted prime
rib au jus served with creamed horseradish.

     Grilled Atlantic Salmon—Fresh Atlantic salmon
stuffed with crabmeat, served with lemon butter sauce.

     Vegetarian Plate—Vegetarian spice tortellini.

     All dinner selections are served with fresh garden
salad with assorted dressings, Chef ’s choice of
appropriate vegetable and starch, rolls and butter,
dessert, coffee, decaffeinated coffee, Celestial
Seasonings teas, and iced tea.

     Please make your Thursday evening banquet
selections on the back of the Registration Form insert
included in this Monitor.

     The Board of Directors will meet again on Friday
morning, September 25, planning to be done by noon.

     The Annual Meeting will be held at the Crowne
Plaza Phoenix, 2532 W. Peoria Avenue, Phoenix,
Arizona 85029.  They have set aside a block of rooms
at a rate of $95.00 for single or double occupancy, plus
local taxes and fees, currently at 12.27%.  You must
make your own arrangements with the hotel by calling
602-943-2341 or 1-800-227-6963 no later than
Saturday, August 22, 2015.  Please mention the Public
Lands Foundation in order to receive the group discount
rate.

     The hotel’s check-in time is 3:00 p.m. and the check-
out time is 12:00 noon.  The Crowne Plaza Phoenix
provides a complimentary continental breakfast, and
complimentary wireless internet throughout the entire
hotel.  Parking is complimentary for all registered guests.

     The Crowne Plaza Phoenix requires all guests to
provide a valid form of photo I.D. at check in.  The I.D.
must be government approved, current and for the guest
registered in the room.

     Reservations must be cancelled at least 48 hours prior
to arrival.  Reservations cancelled or changed from
original arrival date after 48 hours prior to arrival will
be subject to a cancellation penalty of one night room
and tax for each room that is reserved.

     For more information about the Crowne Plaza
Phoenix, go to www.cpphoenix.com.

     The Crowne Plaza Phoenix does not provide shuttle
service from Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport.
If you are flying in, you may wish to check out
SuperShuttle Phoenix at www.supershuttle.com.  The
hotel is about 17 miles from the airport.

     Following are optional activities in the Phoenix area
for spouses who prefer not to attend the public meeting
on Thursday:

     Musical Instrument Museum—4725 E. Mayo
Blvd., Phoenix, AZ; Tel: 480-478-6000; admission price
for adults is $20.  It is the world’s only global musical
instrument museum. The collection of over 15,000
musical instruments and associated objects includes
examples from nearly 200 countries and territories,
representing every inhabited continent. Some larger
countries such as India, China, Russia, the United States
and Brazil have multiple displays with subsections for
different types of ethnic, folk, and tribal music.  Find
out more at www.mim.org.

     Heard Museum—2301 N. Central Ave., Phoenix,
AZ; Tel: 602-252-8840; admission price for adults is
$18; Seniors (65+) is $13.50.  Since its founding by
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Dwight and Maie Heard in 1929, the Heard Museum
has grown in size and stature to become recognized
internationally for the quality of its collections, its
educational programming and its festivals. Dedicated
to the sensitive and accurate portrayal of Native arts
and cultures, the Heard is an institution that successfully
combines the stories of American Indian people from a
personal perspective with the beauty of art.  Find out
more at www.heard.org.

     Desert Botanical Gardens—1201 N. Galvin
Parkway, Phoenix, AZ; Tel: 480-941-1225; admission
price for adults is $22; Seniors is $20.  The Desert
Botanical Garden offers the world’s finest collection of
arid plants from deserts of the world in a unique outdoor
setting. The Garden has more than 50,000 desert plants
on display throughout five thematic trails that illustrate
topics such as conservation, desert living, plants and
people of the Sonoran Desert, and desert wildflowers.
Find out more at www.dbg.org.

     Zelma Basha Salmeri Gallery of Western American
& American Indian Art—22402 S. Basha Road,
Chandler, AZ; Tel:  480-833-2240; admission to the
gallery is free.  The focus of the collection lies in two
specific areas: Contemporary Western American Art and
Contemporary American Indian Art.  It is a vast
composite of oil paintings, watercolors, acrylics, pastel
and charcoal drawings, pen & inks, bronze, wood and
natural stone sculptures, wood-turned bowls, basketry,
pottery, kachinas and jewelry. There are well over 3,000
pieces of art depicting numerous mediums displayed
throughout the gallery.  Find out more at
www.bashas.com/gallery/.

     Shopping at Arrowhead Towne Center—7700 W.
Arrowhead Towne Center, Glendale, AZ; Tel: 623-227-
4227.  This is a two-story air-conditioned indoor mall
with a variety of stores, a food court, and much more.

     Maps for all of the above activities will be available
at the Registration Desk when you arrive.  Transportation
for spousal tours will be by carpooling of private vehicles
of participants.

PLF ANNUAL MEETING
(Continued from Page 4.)

     The meeting Registration Form is an insert in this
Public Lands Monitor.  Please be sure to register and
send it and your check to Beau McClure, 6510 West
Lucia Drive, Phoenix, Arizona 85083, before August
22, 2015, for the reduced rate.  If you have any questions,
please contact Beau McClure by e-mail at
vpops@publicland.org or by phone at 623-587-7883.

PLF ADVOCACY ACTIVITIES

Recent PLF advocacy activities include:

1.  PLF joined with over 60 other conservation
organizations in sending an April 15, 2015 letter to
Congressional Chairmen supporting the Reauthorization
of the Federal Land Transaction Facilitation Act
(FLTFA).  FLTFA enables the federal government to sell
federal public lands and use the money from the sale of
the lands for land conservation purposes.

2. PLF joined with 14 other organizations in the National
Horse & Burro Rangeland Management Coalition in
sending an April 30, 2015 letter to the Senate
Appropriations Subcommittee on Interior, Environment
and Related Agencies describing the impacts of the
exponentially growing populations of wild horses and
burros on public lands, and urging this committee and
other members of Congress to address this increasing
problem for our nation’s valuable rangelands, by
directing the BLM to remove horses and burros at a rate
substantial enough to produce impactful results and
protect our resources.

3.  On June 8, 2015, PLF joined 15 other sportsmen-
conservation & scientific organizations in thanking Senators
Heller, Heinrich, Risch and Tester, and Representatives
Gosar, Franks, Heck, Polis, Ruiz, and Thompson for
introducing S.1407 and H.R. 2663, the Public Lands
Renewable Energy Development Act.  The organizations
expressed their support of the development of renewable
energy resources on public lands as long as it is done in
the right places and in a manner that conserves fish and
wildlife habitat.  The provisions of the bill that apply a
substantial portion of royalty revenue to offsetting impacts
to fish and wildlife habitat are essential to balancing

(Continued on Page 6.)
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(Continued on Page 7.)

development and hunting and fishing opportunities. Also
eligible for use of the funds is securing recreational access
to Federal land for the purpose of providing enhanced
public access to existing land that is inaccessible or
restricted. The Public Lands Renewable Energy
Development Act would help wind and solar development
move forward on appropriate public lands in a way that
sustains the West’s unparalleled sporting heritage.

4.  PLF and 16 other sportsmen-conservation and
scientific organizations sent a letter dated June 10, 2015
to the Chairs and Ranking Members of the Senate and
House Committees on Appropriations—Senators
Coochran and Mikulski and Reps. Rogers and Lowey—
supporting DOI’s request for increased funding for
greater sage-grouse and sagebrush ecosystem
conservation in Fiscal Year 2016.

5. PLF’s Arizona Chapter sent an April 17, 2015 letter
to the BLM Arizona State Director opposing the
proposed merger of the BLM’s Arizona and New Mexico
State Offices.

6.  On May 18, 2015, PLF sent a letter to the Arizona
and New Mexico Congressional delegations on the issue
of combining the BLM Arizona and New Mexico State
Offices and the elimination of the Arizona State Director
and other Arizona State Office positions.

PLF’s  Letter to the Arizona and
New Mexico Congressional Delegations

May 18, 2015

To: AZ & NM Congressional delegations

Dear Senator McCain:

     It is our understanding that Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) officials briefed your staff recently
on a proposal to combine the BLM Arizona and New
Mexico State Offices, resulting in the elimination of
the Arizona State Director and other Arizona State
Office positions. This proposal is being presented as a
cost saving, more efficient structure.

     The Public Lands Foundation (PLF) has a number of
major concerns that we want to bring to your attention,
and we strongly believe that eliminating the Arizona
BLM State Director and State Office and shifting
responsibilities to New Mexico would cause constituents
in both states to suffer.  Furthermore, this is not an
appropriate time to even consider shutting down a major
BLM office.

     The PLF is a national non-profit membership
organization founded in 1987.  The PLF advocates and
works for the retention of America’s National System of
Public Lands in public hands, professionally and
sustainably managed for responsible common use and
enjoyment. Members are predominately ret ired
employees of the BLM from across the United States.
Collectively, PLF members have thousands of years of
BLM experience managing these public lands and
resources. Some of this experience dates back into the
early 1950s when BLM was organized in a Regional
structure.  Each of the District BLM offices in the western
states reported to one of six Regional Administrators
located in Portland, San Francisco, Billings, Salt Lake
City, Albuquerque and Anchorage.

     In 1954, the BLM took an important step by
establishing a State Director in each state. There are a
few exceptions to this structure where a few State Offices
manage small acreages of public lands in adjacent states.
This state structure set in place the business model of
BLM decisions being made within the state where the
lands are located.  The decisions are made by employees
who are residents of the state, and they live and work
among the public who use the lands and with the state
and local elected leaders.

     The State Office structure has worked well for over
60 years in the 10 western states that have large acres of
public lands. This success is fundamentally a result of
decision-makers residing in the state and having the
capability and opportunity to gain specific knowledge
of the area and the people who live there.

     BLM State Directors currently are able to personally
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interact with a vast array of people and organizations
affected by and interested in the management of the
public lands in their state.  They have the ability to
provide better customer service and better delivery of
services due to the fact that they are more closely aligned
and have more knowledge of local and state
perspectives.

     Our sister land managing agency, the U.S. Forest
Service, operates within a regional organization where
major decisions about National Forest lands in Arizona
are made in the Regional Office in Albuquerque, New
Mexico.

     We believe the BLM State structure results in much
closer working relationships with local communities and
governments as well as statewide organizations and
interest groups.  The State Director and staff have many
opportunities to build relationships with the Governor
and key staff with the goal of building trust and open
communications.

     The mission of the BLM has become even more
complex over the years and therefore understanding and
involving the local and state governments and
constituents is more critical than ever in dealing with
public land issues.

     In taking a look at the BLM Arizona and New
Mexico organizations current responsibilities and
staffing it is obvious that such a merger would inevitably
result in a significant reduction of services to many of
your constituencies.

     The BLM in Arizona manages 12.2 million acres of
land as well as 17.5 million acres of subsurface estate.
It has responsibility for several major programs requiring
significant time commitments to work with individuals,
interest groups, local communities, local and state
elected officials and Native American Indian tribes.

     Arizona has 21 federally recognized tribes.  The
BLM State Director in many cases is the official the
tribes look to in fulfilling the federal government’s
government-to-government consultation responsibilities
and mineral trust responsibilities.  The relationships with

many of the tribes are built through travel to their
locations and meetings with their leaders and governing
bodies.  This personal involvement is critical to show
the appropriate respect and commitment to the unique
relationship of the tribes to the lands BLM manages as
well as tribal mineral resources.

     BLM in Arizona also has significant responsibilities
regarding Arizona/Mexico border operations.  Much
progress has been made in this area over the last several
years.  The State Director and staff have worked
diligently with Homeland Security, the Border Patrol
and Department of the Interior agencies to foster open
communications, better understanding of each other’s
missions and increased cooperation on the ground.  This
is an ongoing challenge to maintain these excellent
relationships as the policies and events emerge in the
immigration area.

     There is a large Range Management program in
Arizona requiring close coordination and cooperation
with the hundreds of permittees that rely on public lands
as part of their operation. It is critical that the BLM
work very closely with all permittees and statewide
organizations, especially during this prolonged drought
period.

     The recreation program is another area that is growing
rapidly in Arizona requiring increased cooperation at
both the local and state levels.  The rural urban interface
around the Phoenix and Tucson areas presents many
challenges and opportunities to work together and
develop partnerships and all levels in the state that will
provide opportunities for quality recreation experiences
for this growing constituency of anglers, hunters, hikers,
OHV enthusiasts, and wildlife viewers.

     BLM Arizona’s 5 National Monuments, 3 National
Conservation Areas, 47 Wilderness Areas, 2 Wilderness
Study Areas, 2 National Historic Trails, and 1 National
Scenic Trail are major parts of the National Landscape
Conservation System and some of Arizona’s and the
nation’s most spectacular landscapes.  With these special
lands comes a responsibility to manage these lands for
the values for which they were designated.  This includes

(Continued on Page 8.)
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preparation of plans involving extensive work with
communities and local and state entities.

     These programs and many others constitute major
workloads where the quality of service would be reduced
under the proposed merger.

     There are other programs where services would have
to be retained in both states.  The BLM is the “real
estate manager” of federal public lands. Each State
Office has trained and specialized staff to carry out the
responsibility for maintaining the official public land
records for their state. They maintain the official public
land records for all federal lands in the state and the
historic records of land transfers to private ownership,
which are the foundation for the chain of title to private
ownership in that state.  Moving these functions to
another state would create a real hardship for the public.

     In recent years, the responsibility for recordation of
mining claims has been added to the responsibilities of
the states. Mining claimants and title companies are
the biggest users of these records.  The mineral expertise
required in each state is quite different, with Arizona
having an active hard rock mining program, while New
Mexico has a major leasable minerals program.

     Other personnel located in the State Office whose
duties are critical to delivery of key services include
Cadastral Survey whose function is to provide surveys
on public lands and Indian lands.

     The fire program is yet another where it is critical
that the functions performed by personnel in Arizona,
including those in the State Office, remain in Arizona.

     The Communication function in dealing with the
press, especially in the major Phoenix market is one
that needs to continue.

     Arizona has a statewide Resource Advisory
Committee that meets on a regular basis and for which
the Arizona State Director is the designated federal
official.  This responsibility must be continued.

     Looking at the workload and responsibilities that

would need to stay in Phoenix to provide adequate
customer service and those responsibilities that the New
Mexico office would have to pick up is not likely to
achieve significant cost savings, certainly not enough to
justify the reduced services.

     Both the BLM in Arizona and the BLM in New
Mexico have taken substantial reductions in funding and
number of employees over the last few years. In fact, at
their current levels it is difficult to see how they can
deliver on their current top work priorities.

         The PLF supports looking for efficiencies and
savings throughout the organization, but the inevitable
decrease in services and reduced connections to the
varied interests concerned about the management of the
public lands is much too steep.

      We strongly believe that, eliminating the Arizona
BLM State Director and State Office, and shifting
responsibilities to New Mexico would cause constituents
in both states to suffer.

     We support the effort to continue to find ways to
operate more efficiently in the BLM and Arizona’s and
New Mexico’s continuing effort to utilize shared
resources where that makes sense and does not reduce
the service to the wide range of constituents both you
and the BLM serve.

Sincerely,

/s/ Edward W. Shepard
Edward W. Shepard, President

Cc: Neil Kornze, Director, Bureau of Land
Management
Janice M. Schneider, Assistant Secretary, Land
and Minerals Management
Kris Sarri, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary,
Policy, Management and Budget
Sally Jewell, Secretary of the Interior

Identical letters sent to:

(Continued on Page 9.)
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Arizona Congressional Delegation
Senator Jeff Flake
Representatives Ann Kirkpatrick, Martha McSally, Raul
M. Grijalva, Paul A. Gosar, Matt Salmon, David
Schweikert, Ruben Gallego, Trent Franks, Kyrsten
Sinema

New Mexico Congressional Delegation
Senators Martin Heinrich and Tom Udall
Representatives Michelle Lujan Grisham, Steve Pearce,
Ben R. Lujan

Senator Lisa Murkowski, Chair, Senate Energy &
Natural Resources Committee

Representative Rob Bishop, Chairman, House Natural
Resources Committee

UPDATE ON THE PAST AND THE FUTURE:
A BLM/PLF PARTNERSHIP
What the Future Has to Offer

By Elaine Zielinski

Feeling old and out of touch with all those youngsters
new to the BLM? Are your friends and family tired

of hearing all those same old stories about the way things
used to be?

     Well, the Public Lands Foundation has developed
an opportunity for you.  Sign up to partner with a new
BLM employee who is attending the BLM’s Pathways
course, the orientation to BLM conducted at the
National Training Center in Phoenix twice a year.

     The Project is called “The Past and the Future” and
was discussed in the Spring edition of the Monitor. But
to refresh your memory, the PLF developed a list of
BLM retirees and gave students at the Pathways class
an opportunity to partner with these retirees.  The BLM
employee interviewed the retiree (the Past) and the
retiree interviewed the student (the Future).

     The interviews for the most part, have been face-to-
face.  The interview questions are given to the
participants ahead of time so they can give them some
thought.  Questions for the retiree include such things
as: “How did you hear about BLM? Why did you choose
to workfor BLM? What was the BLM like when you
worked for the agency? Describe a couple of interesting

stories (or anecdotes) relative to your time in BLM?”

     Didn’t I tell you this was an opportunity for a new
audience for your stories?

     The questions for the PLF student include some of
the same questions such as: “How did you hear about
BLM? What attracted you to BLM?” Then to get a flavor
for where these employees new to BLM are coming from,
questions such as:  “What are your career goals? What
are some of the challenges you face on a daily basis?
What are your thoughts on how to deal with these
challenges?”

     The recorded interviews of the retirees will become
a part of the BLM’s history and kept in the PLF Archives.
The interviews of the students will be summarized and
provided to PLF and BLM to help learn more about the
“future” workforce and help support them in the work
they do.

     We have about 40 PLF/Pathways matches so far.
They include partners like Ed Hastey who retired as State
Director of California after 42 years with BLM and Justin
Robbins, an Outdoor Recreation Planner at the King
Range in California.

     Did you know that Ed’s grandfather worked as a
Forest Ranger in 1895, which is one reason Ed chose a
career dealing with land and natural resources? Did you
know that Ed never applied for a position in BLM
throughout his career?  He just received teletypes or
memos saying, you are now the ____. Your duty station
is at ____.  And, you report on___.  A very streamlined
hiring and promotion process!!

     Justin has a passion for the public lands and wants to
do the best he can to improve the condition of the public
lands. He learned about the history of the King Range
from Ed who gave him the real story about the politics
and people that made the King Range what it is today.

     Retirees—we need you to participate in this project.
You do not have to have been a manager to participate.
Everyone that worked in BLM has a story to tell.  Please
sign up to let us hear your story and to learn what is
happening in BLM today and how we can support these
new employees as the “future” of BLM.

     To sign up, contact Elaine Zielinski by email at
elaine.zielinski@gmail.com or phone at 480-292-0341
or Beau McClure at vpops@publicland.org.
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PLF’S OUTSTANDING PROFESSIONAL AWARDS

Each year the PLF gives two Outstanding Public
Lands Professional Awards to BLM employees who

have excelled in Managerial/Administrative and
Technical/Operational positions.  The 2014 Award
winners were Richard Vander Voet, Manager of the
BLM’s Lander Field Office in Lander, Wyoming, and
Sue Oberlie, Lead Wildlife Biologist, in the Lander
Field Office.   The award presentations were made on
May 27, 2015 in an awards ceremony in the BLM’s
Washington D.C. Office.  The Award citations are posted
on the PLF’s website and were included in the Spring
edition of the Monitor.

     The PLF has been giving these Outstanding
Professional Awards each year since 1989.  The names
and photos of the 52 BLM employees honored to date
are shown on the Awards page of the PLF’s
www.publicland.org website.

L to R:  Steve Ellis, Deputy Director for Operations,
BLM Headquarters Office, Washington, D.C.; Rich-
ard Vander Voet (Recipient), Manager, Lander Field
Office, Lander, Wyoming; Ed Shepard, PLF Presi-
dent; and Larry Claypool, Acting BLM Wyoming
Associate State Director.

L to R:  Steve Ellis, Deputy Director for Operations,
BLM Headquarters Office, Washington, D.C.; Sue
Oberlie (Recipient), Lead Wildlife Biologist, Lander
Field Office, Lander, Wyoming; Ed Shepard, PLF
President; and Larry Claypool,  Acting BLM
Wyoming Associate State Director.

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS FOR 2015
OUTSTANDING PROFESSIONAL AWARDS

     A reminder to BLM Managers and Supervisors—it
is time to submit nominations for the 2015 Public Lands
Foundation’s Outstanding Professional Awards.  Every
year the PLF recognizes the professionalism of BLM
employees by presenting an award in each of the
Managerial/Administrative and Technical/Operational
categories.   The deadline for submitting nominations
is November 1, 2015.   A call for nominations, including
criteria, will be sent to each BLM Office.  Award
descriptions and criteria are available in the Awards link
at www.publicland.org.   Nominations should be sent to
Rich Whitley, Chairman of the PLF Professional Awards
Committee by email at
Richard@reallifetraininggroup.com, or by mail at 550
NW Torrey View Road, Portland, OR 97229.

RETIRING?  Join PLF & keep in touch with BLM and friends.
FIRST YEAR IS FREE!  Subsequent years only $35

Join NOW by sending name, mailing address, email address and phone number to Public Lands
Foundation, P.O. Box 7226, Arlington, VA 22207.
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2015 LANDSCAPE STEWARDSHIP AWARDS
NOMINATION DEADLINE NEARS

August 1, 2015 is the deadline for submitting
nominations for the PLF’s 2015 Landscape

Stewardship Awards Program.  So be sure to get your
nomination in for your favorite private citizen or group
that deserves to be recognized for their sustained
contributions to the conservation and management of
BLM’s National System of Public Lands.  Nominations
should be emailed to Beau McClure at
vpops@publicland.org.  Guidelines for the award can
be found on the PLF Awards page of our website at
www.publicland.org.

NATIONAL PUBLIC LANDS DAY

Saturday, September 26, 2015, is National Public
Lands Day (NPLD). So please join thousands of

other Americans this year and volunteer to help maintain
and improve the nation’s public lands and natural
resources.  National Public Lands Day is the nation’s
largest single-day volunteer effort for public lands.  Last
year, more than 175,000 volunteers celebrated at more
than 2,100 public land sites in all 50 states, the District
of Columbia, and Puerto Rico.  Make a commitment to
volunteer on National Public Lands Day and give back
a little to the BLM in appreciation of the career it
provided you.

     This year, BLM has over 120 NPLD sites (more than
any other agency) approved with activities including
trash cleanup, trail construction, river restoration, weed
removal, fence construction, graffiti removal and
planting, to name a few.  Just call the nearest BLM
office for details, directions, and transportation, if
needed.

     Thanks to funding provided by the National
Environmental Education Foundation and the BLM,
PLF will again be providing small reimbursements for
certain costs associated with BLM NPLD projects.  The
purchase of services, supplies and materials, which are
difficult for BLM to obtain through normal procurement
processes qualify for such reimbursements.  For the third
year now, PLF is also contributing $2,500 of its own
money to expand the program and provide additional
opportunities for BLM offices to support volunteer
efforts.

BOOK REVIEW

A Great Aridness; Climate Change and the Future
of the American Southwest.

By William deBuys, Oxford University Press
(369 pages, 2011)

Reviewed for the Public Lands Foundation
By Geoff Middaugh

Range Management is a conflicted discipline.  It is a
“science” ,  burdened with an undercurrent of
romanticism, and the scenery is pretty good too.

-—W.  deBuys

I’ve always wondered if a book would (or could) ever
be written about a BLM hero.  In “Forty Years a

Forester”, the camaraderie and esprit d ’corps of being
a young, male (they were all males) forester in the wilds
of Montana, fighting fire in 1910 and saving western
civilization comes out in a dramatic diary, retold.  In
Jack Ward Thomas’s published dairies, he retells from
his own perspective what it was like to steer the USFS
ship through the political waves of the Clinton
Administration.   (One advantage of writing your own
diary is that you can never be wrong).   In Nevada Barr’s
fictional “Blind Descent”, the BLM manager saves the
day, and the NPS resource chief is a patsy to the oil and
gas industry (quite the turn-about for sure).  In a true
political science study, Ed Hastey, retired State Director
in California, comes off as a crusty but sage bureaucratic
magician in Bureaucratic Landscapes, Interagency
Cooperation and the Preservation of Biodiversity, as
he coerces a recalcitrant Forest Service and National
Park Service (and cranky local county supervisors) while
heroically trying to squeeze out conservation values for
the sake of biodiversity, rather than just defend
bureaucratic boundaries.  Everyone needs a hero.

     These books all look back, and record history or
stories of the past.   Seldom does a book come along
that projects what organizational dynamics will occur
in the future, and builds upon this sea change of
controversy to look at resource management in the age
of global climate changes.

     William deBuys speculates on the future in A Great
Aridness; Climate Change and the Future of the Ameri-
can Southwest.  This book is short on BLM specifics
(and no BLM iconic heroes), but long on the dilemma’s

(Continued on Page 12.)
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 and controversies associated with resource management
in a time of rapid social and scientific changes.   I found
it an exceptional read, with a multitude of stories that
make it seem that deBuys took the time and effort to
understand the dilemmas of managing with change,
controversy and competing aspects of the law.  His sto-
ries come from the people on the ground:  staff and line
managers, from local tribes, and local ranchers.

There have been many books on this topic, but few with
the power and succinctness of the narrative to explain
how this change will affect places we love.   DeBuys
takes on politicians, bureaucrats,  tribes,  and
environmentalists as he explains the struggle with mega-
fires, bark beetles, lost biodiversity, thirsty Arizona and
rural/urban conflicts.

DeBuys is an exceptional writer, with a crafted style,
and exceptional message.   That message is:  it’s
complicated.   He explains obtuse concepts such a
“historic range of variability” in a way that’s
understandable.  His sensitivity towards American Indian
tribes, and their relationship in historic context to a
warming planet is outstanding.  In a unique twist to his
narrative, all the pictures in the book are ones deBuys
took himself as he visited these amazing places in the
southwest.

One chapter in particular tells an amazing story of
environmental politics, ESA intrigue, sufficiency
language problems, power politics, and topped with
wildfire, squirrels, and forest health problems:  Mt.
Graham and the Politics of Change.  Many can see a
similar story playing out all over the west, as we try to
use a one size fits all law (ESA) to address a much more
complicated problem than survival of a red squirrel in
the context of global climate temperature increases.

But deBuys best quote goes back to trying to find a
hero.   My favorite is a quote as he relates to trying to
get a restoration project completed before it all burns
up (they lost, by the way).   His reference is to a manager
who gets up every day on the job and makes a vow to
“make it better and get it done.”   That’s what a hero
does.   Not unlike many of the people who worked for
BLM, and still do.

BOOK REVIEW
A Great Aridness; Climate Change and the Future

of the American Southwest.
(Continued from Page 11.)

GIVING BLM LANDS A NAME
A Petit Memoir by George D. Lea

It always bothered me that the land I worked on had no
name.  The lands that BLM administered were not

known nationally.  The Forest Service had their National
Forest Lands, the National Park Service had their
National Park Lands and the Fish and Wildlife Service
had their National Refuge Lands.  But the BLM lands
were just “plain brown paper” public land.   When asked
what you did and you mentioned you worked on public
lands you were asked  “You mean State-owned lands, or
are these lands county or city owned?  What do you
mean public land?”  This lack of a descriptive name is
one reason BLM and its programs were virtually
unknown east of the Mississippi River, and in the
Congress.  When it came to funding - they had no name
and received little attention.  They were just “lands no
one wanted” as the saying went.

     The lands I worked on were just as important as those
of the Forest Service or the Park Service.  BLM lands
needed to be shown on atlases and road maps.  But what
would you call them?

     Back in the early 1970’s, BLM began using the name
“National Resource Lands” for the BLM lands.  In 1976,
during the development of organic legislation for the
BLM, the original title proposed for the legislation was
the “National Resource Lands Policy and Management
Act.”  But for some reason the name was dropped from
the language at the last minute, and the BLM land was
called “Federal Land” in the Federal Land Policy and
Management Act.  At least “FLPMA” is easier to
pronounce than “NRLPMA.”

     So PLF continued to seek a descriptive name for the
land. Various names were suggested such as “National
Resource Lands,” “National Wild Lands,” or “National
Conservation Lands,” with arguments for and against
each suggested name.  We were willing to support any
name that Congress might support.  The land needed to
be named.

     In January of 2008, Jim Caswell had been named
BLM Director and PLF Board Member Pete Culp and I
met with Jim to get acquainted and to introduce PLF to
him. We met in his office in the Main Interior Building.

(Continued on Page 13.)
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PLF was pleased to have Jim as Director in that he was
completely aware of the responsibilities of his job and
that of BLM having recently retired as a career employee
of the Forest Service.  Jim explained that he saw himself
as a “short timer” with BLM and had no plans for
changes at BLM.  I suggested that we saw his work at
BLM differently and that I had brought a short list of
important changes he might consider.  Giving BLM
lands a name was top on the list and when I mentioned
it he said “just a minute.”  He got up, went to his desk
and returned with a note pad and began taking notes.
He liked the idea.  Coming from the Forest Service he
recognized how important a name was, including the
term “National System.”

     Jim Caswell went to work on the idea that PLF had
given him.  The original name under consideration was
the “National Public Lands System” but it was rejected
because the acronym NPLS would have been
pronounced “nipples.”  Finally on December 16, 2008,

GIVING BLM LANDS A NAME
A Petit Memoir by George D. Lea

(Continued from Page 12.)

the Secretary of the Interior Dirk Kempthorne issued
Order No. 3280 officially designating the BLM public
lands as the “National System of Public Lands.”

     In making the designation, the Secretary stated,
“These lands constitute an invaluable recreational,
cultural, economic and environmental legacy for the
Nation.  And yet, those who own the lands - the American
people - remain largely unaware of their critical
importance to our quality of life, their value to present
and future generations, or even the purpose for which
these lands are preserved in public ownership.”

     BLM Director Jim Caswell said, “Its time these great
lands and resources, whose historical roots date back to
the earliest days of our nation, are given their due by
recognizing them officially.  This official designation
will ultimately make it easier for the public to identify
these lands and more readily understand the multiple-
use mission that Congress has given to the BLM.”

L to R:  James L. Caswell (seated), BLM Director;
Henri Bisson, BLM Deputy Director for Operations;
Celia Boddington, BLM Assistant Director for
Communications; George Lea, President, Public
Lands Foundation; P. Lynn Scarlett, Deputy Secretary
of the Interior, and (seated) Dirk Kempthorne,
Secretary of the Interior, who is handing the pen used
to sign the Secretarial Order to George Lea.

GEORGE D. LEA FOUNDER’S
SCHOLARSHIP AWARD

Renee Sanders and Brian Andersen receive the
PLF’s George Lea Founder’s Scholarship

Renee Sanders is a senior at Arizona State University
and Brian Andersen is a senior at Prescott College.

Both will receive a scholarship of $5,000 as recognition
of their outstanding scholastic achievement,
extracurricular activities, and desire to continue their
education to advance the field of natural resource
management.

     In addition to the cash award, Renee and Brian have
both been invited to attend the next PLF annual meeting,
which is to be held in Phoenix on September 22-25,
2015, as PLF’s guests. Both have indicated their
intention to attend.   PLF is also arranging for each of
them to spend some time with one of BLM’s local
managers so that they can gain insight into the operations
of a public land agency.

Renee is majoring in Parks and Recreation Management
and also has a strong interest in wildlife management.
Her outside activities include volunteer work for the City

(Continued on Page 14.)
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GEORGE LEA FOUNDER’S SCHOLARSHIP
(Continued from Page 13.)

of Phoenix, and membership in the Arizona Parks and
Recreation Association.  She is also a member of the
ASU Parks and Recreation Student Association. Renee’s
goal after completing her education is to work with
wildlife and public land management in order to help
maintain important resources for future generations.

     Brian is majoring in Adventure Tourism.  He has a
strong interest in the outdoors and participated in the
PLF’s 2014 Student Congress.  Brian was also one of
the organizers of a gathering known as “Uplift,” which
was a gathering of about 80 students who came together
to identify specific actions they could take to provide
input to the management of the Colorado Plateau.  Brian
works for the Arizona Wilderness Coalition and is also
a backcountry guide.

     This year the scholarships were advertised at Arizona
State University, University of Arizona, Northern
Arizona University and Prescott College.  Much like
last year, the Scholarship Committee reviewed all of
the applications and made the selections.  A report
summarizing the process and making recommendations
for next year will be presented at the Board meeting in
September.

DONATIONS TO THE GEORGE LEA
FOUNDER’S SCHOLARSHIP FUND

Tom Allen Glen Collins
Mike Ferguson Pat Harvey
Eric Janes John Kwaitkowski
George Lea Gary Marsh
Mat Millenbach Tim Monroe
Connie Stone Del Vail
Clair Whitlock

DONATIONS TO PLF

Louis Bellesi
Shoshone Back Country Horsemen
Frances Werner

FINANCING THE GEORGE LEA
FOUNDER’S SCHOLARSHIPS

The PLF has financed two $5,000 George Lea
Founder’s scholarships this year.  As proposed by

the Scholarship Committee and adopted by the Board
of Directors last September, one scholarship was paid
by donations from the PLF membership and the other
scholarship was paid from the PLF’s TD Ameritrade
investment account.

     We are now seeking donations for the 2016 George
Lea Founder’s Scholarship Fund.  If you are interested
in donating, please make your check or money order
payable to the Public Lands Foundation and send it to
us at P.O. Box 7226, Arlington, VA 22207.  Your
donation will help assist two students in 2016 that need
financial assistance and are majoring in a natural resource
or public land policy curriculum.  In your transmittal,
please make sure to mention that your donation is for
the George Lea Founder’s Scholarship Fund.

SPECIAL DUES PAYMENTS

Contributing Members

Joan Ambre
Bill Civish
Mike Gardner
Earl Hindley
John Husband
James Lambert
William A. Neitro
Terry O’Sullivan
San Juan Mountains Association
Frances Werner

Ability is what you are capable of doing.
Motivation determines what you do.  Atti-
tude determines how well you do it.

—Lou Holtz
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The PLF regrets to inform you that the following long-
time BLM employees have passed on.

IN MEMORIUM

Ralph Carpenter, BLM Manager of Records and Data
Management at the BLM Portland and Denver Service
Centers; on April 2, 2015; in Wickenburg, Arizona.

Robert (Bob) Chase, who worked as a petroleum
engineer in the BLM’s Rock Springs District in
Wyoming and on the statewide reservoir management
team in Casper, Wyoming; on May 1, 2015.

Keith A. Curry, who worked as a Range Management
Specialist for the BLM in Kingman, Arizona; on April
29, 2015; in Ooltewah, Tennessee.

Fidel Gallegos, who worked for the BLM in
Albuquerque, New Mexico; on April 11, 2015; in
Albuquerque, New Mexico.

Ralph W. Hjelmstad, BLM Administrative Officer in
Billings, Montana; Durango and Denver, Colorado; and
in the Arizona State Office in Phoenix, Arizona; on June
16, 2015; in Phoenix, Arizona.

Robert Jones, who was a Civil Engineer in the BLM’s
Arizona State Office; on April 7, 2015; in Tucson,
Arizona.

Nannette R. Keck, who worked in various bookkeeping,
accounting and administration jobs and retired from the
BLM’s District Office in Farmington, New Mexico; on
April 30, 2015; in Farmington, New Mexico.

Ray Lee Kelley, wildfire fighter and range management
technician for 28 years in the BLM’s Shoshone District;
on May 30, 2015; in Twin Falls, Idaho.

Jerry Kendrick, who was an Area Manager for many
years in the BLM’s office in Durango, Colorado; on
May 15, 2015; in Durango, Colorado.

Robert (Bob) Means, State Forester at the BLM’s
Wyoming  State Office; on May 26, 2015; in Cheyenne,
Wyoming.

Keith L. McGillivary,  a computer specialist at the
BLM’s National Interagency Fire Center in Boise,
Idaho; on March 30, 2015; in Boise, Idaho.

Willa Hall Neff, who worked as a land law clerk for the
BLM in Boise, Idaho; on April 12, 2015; in Boise, Idaho.

Fred Rungee, who worked in the BLM’s wildfire
program in Glennallen, Alaska; on March 27, 2015; in
New Haven, Connecticut.

Terry K. Sonner, a BLM Fire Operations Specialist in
the BLM’s Boise District, and who also worked in the
BLM’s wildfire program in Elko, Nevada, and Burley,
Idaho; collapsed and died after completing his morning
physical fitness training session on June 11, 2015; at
Hammett, Idaho.

Robert L. Todd, who was the Manager of the BLM’s
former Tuscaloosa Project Office, in Tuscaloosa
Alabama; on March 10, 2014; in Centre, Alabama.

Rommie Joe Walker, who was Chief, Branch of
Operation Support in the BLM’s Eugene, Oregon District
Office; on May 11, 2015; in Eugene, Oregon.

Maurice (Zeke) Ziegler, who worked for BLM in
Colorado and Lakeview and Prineville, Oregon before
retiring as Chief, Division of Operations in the BLM
Medford District in Medford, Oregon; on April 15, 2015.

Rex Scholes Zobell, who worked for BLM in Billings,
Montana; as District Manager in Lewistown, Montana;
and as a wildlife specialist in the BLM Wyoming State
Office in Cheyenne, Wyoming; on April 25, 2015; in
Orem, Utah.

MEMORIAL DONATIONS

Received From In Memory of

Rex Cleary Carol Allen
Kathy Eaton Caron Allen and Sheri Bell
Eric Janes Carol Allen
George Jones Carol Allen
John Kwiatkowski Carol Allen and Jim

Henderson
Felix Lapinski Carol Allen
Bill LeBarron Jim Henderson, Roland

Robison, Carol Allen, Bill
Larramendy, Otto Krueger

Dean Stepanek Carol Allen
Christine Trollinger Carol Allen
Champ Vaughan Jerry O’Callaghan
Clair Whitlock Bill Luscher
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For America’s Heritage

The Public Lands Foundation advocates and works for the retention of America’s Public Lands in public
hands, professionally and sustainably managed for responsible common use and enjoyment.

Like us on Facebook at:
https://www.facebook.com/publiclandfdn

Follow us on Twitter at:
https://twitter.com/PublicLandFdn

Enjoy us on YouTube at:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCN1xue81zjyix7xhR65uSVQ

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE PLF’S ANNUAL MEETING
Phoenix, Arizona, September 22-25, 2015

More than 100 members and guests
attended the PLF’s 25th Annual

Meeting, which was held at the Crowne
Plaza Hotel in Phoenix, Arizona.

     Tour of BLM’s Agua Fria National
Monument and Table Mesa Recreation
Area.  On Wednesday, participants toured
the Agua Fria National Monument Badger
Springs Wash Area located about 40 miles
north of Phoenix.  The BLM’s Phoenix
District manages this 70,900-acre unit of
the BLM’s National Landscape
Conservation System that includes more
than 450 archaeological sites spanning some
2,000 years of human history.  Participants
had the option of hiking a portion of the
Agua Fria River and visiting a rock art
panel, or hearing presentations about the
Monument given by Monument staff and
members of the Friends of the Agua Fria
National Monument.

     On the way back to Phoenix, tour
participants had lunch at the Black Canyon
Heritage Park where they learned of the
accomplishments and goals of a coalition
of local, state and federal entities, including
the BLM, who are working to design, restore
and maintain 30 acres of Agua Fria
riverfront property.  The Park is open to the
public and provides information about the

Agua Fria National Monument, Black
Canyon City and other local interests.

     The last stop was at the Little Pan Off-
highway Vehicle Staging Area within BLM’s
Table Mesa Recreation Area, a 11,557-acre
block of BLM lands designated and de-
signed for hiking, motorized recreation and
recreational shooting uses by the recreating
public from the nearby Phoenix metropoli-
tan area.

(Continued on Page 4.)
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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

Ed Shepard

I just got back from the PLF
annual meeting in Phoenix.

What a great job the Arizona
PLF volunteers did!  The
meeting was a big success and
the over 100 members and
spouses had a wonderful time,
thanks to the volunteers and the
Arizona BLM staff and
leadership that made this meet-

ng possible.  The meeting theme was “Youth Initiatives
and Community Partnerships,” which was timely and
fit well with PLF’s emphasis of helping to get the next
generation interested in public land management.

     On Wednesday, September 23, the meeting started
out with a field trip to the Aqua Fria National Monument
located 40 miles north of Phoenix.  As a Northwesterner,
I am not accustomed to having to hike to look for water
in a river.  Rivers are self-evident in Oregon.  However,
after a short hike we did find some water.  We also found
several petroglyph areas and other evidence of the
original cultures which lived on this high mesa 700 years
ago.  After leaving the Monument we traveled to Black
Canyon Heritage Park for lunch and to hear from the
partners that are working with the BLM to develop a
visitor center for the Aqua Fria and to provide
environmental education.  We finished the trip with a
stop at the BLM’s Table Mesa Recreation Area where
we heard some of the opportunities, challenges, and
conflicts of managing hiking, motorized recreation and
recreational shooting on an area a short drive from 3.5
million people.  Throughout the field trip we heard from
several of the many community partners that provide
valuable services to the BLM and the public.  This was
a great way to kick off the meeting.  Thank you, Rem
Hawes, Field Manager, and staff of the Hassayampa
Field Office in BLM’s Phoenix District.

     The plenary session on Thursday informed us of the
many outstanding initiatives that Arizona BLM is doing
to support youth and to work with community partners
to manage the land.  We started the meeting off by
hearing from Deputy Director Steve Ellis on what is
going on at the National level and from State Director
Ray Suazo on Arizona BLM work.  We then heard from
several speakers that are working together with the BLM
to provide training and work experience opportunities
for students.  The best part of the program was hearing
from three of the former student interns who spoke to
the many benefits they received from the program and
how it has changed their lives.  During the afternoon
session we heard from several of Arizona BLM’s many
community partners on the benefits and challenges of
working as a “Friends” group with the BLM.  The
afternoon ended with a presentation on a relatively new
program, HECHO (Hispanics Enjoying Camping,
Hunting, and the Outdoors) that is working to help
connect Hispanic children with natural resources.

     At the end of the meeting we had a delicious meal
and heard some humorous stories of Bill Civish’s
experiences over the years, including one about his new
suit and umbrella on his first trip to Washington, D.C.
We concluded the evening by recognizing some of our
outstanding members.  Sharon Wilson received the PLF’s
Volunteer of the Year Award for the work she did to
make the publication America’s Public Lands: origins,
history, future the high quality, professional document
it is.  Ed Hastey, Beau McClure, and Bill Luscher
received Lifetime Service Awards.  Ed and Sharon were
not able to attend the meeting and will be presented
their awards in another forum.  Unfortunately Bill is no
longer with us, and his daughter, Pam Cushman, was
presented with his award.  All of the recipients have
contributed greatly to the National Public Lands, the
BLM, and the PLF; they are truly deserving of the
recognition.

(Continued on Page 3.)
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     Something new was added to the meeting this year.
Elaine Zielinski organized a silent auction of
Southwestern articles and a raffle with the proceeds
going toward the George D. Lea Founder’s Scholarship
Fund.  This was a great success; $2,100 was raised for
the Scholarship Fund.  Great work, Elaine!

     The annual meeting is a good way to stay attached
to the workings of our former agency and to reconnect
with old friends.  As we thank Arizona PLF and BLM
for all of their work on the 2015 meeting, work has
already begun to plan the 2016 meeting in New Mexico
next September.  I hope we’ll see you there.

     The Board of Directors met on Tuesday and Friday.
We were joined by student board member, Jake Palma,
and by the 2015 George D. Lea Founder’s Scholarship
recipients, Renee Sanders and Brian Andersen.  These
folks contributed throughout the meeting and helped
present the perspective of the next generation of resource
managers to the Board.  This was the intent when we
asked the students to join us and it is working.  Listening
to and observing these students gives you assurances
that our National Public Lands will be well managed in
the future.

     There is not enough space in this column to cover
all of the business items the Board discussed.  We
reviewed our work over the last year and decided what
we wanted to work on in 2016.  Some of the items for
n e x t  y e a r  a r e  w o r k i n g  w i t h  B L M  t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  7 0
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anniversary of the BLM and the 40th of FLPMA,
continuing to support youth initiatives, planning for and
holding the 3rd Student Congress, working to increase
membership, seeking ways to raise funds to continue
the work PLF does and to fund the scholarships, and
advocating for the National Public Lands.  We will have
a busy year!

     We are looking for ways to improve the Monitor.
One thing we would like to do is to add human-interest
stories.  BLM retirees are rich with history.  Do you
have a “petit memoir” or a humorous story of your BLM
career that you would like to contribute?  Send them to
Glen Collins at GlendonE@aol.com.  We’d love to hear
from you and remember, stories get better with age and

 we promise not to fact check.

     Recently, BLM Director Kornze initiated a quarterly
conference call with the PLF’s Board of Directors.  We
held the first call on September 16th with 18 Board
members participating.  This call was an opportunity for
the Director and Deputy Director to inform us on BLM
actions and priorities and to hear from PLF board
members.  This first call focused on the many resource
management planning efforts the BLM is undertaking,
wildland fire and emergency rehabilitation and
stabilization, and wild horses. We appreciate the Director
reaching out to us and look forward to making these
calls a standard part of our business.

     Last week Secretary Jewell announced that the
collaborative work done by several agencies, states, and
stakeholders has resulted in a not warranted decision on
the issue of listing the Greater sage-grouse as an
endangered species.  The BLM plays a major role in
managing the habitat for this species and put forth its
conservation strategy with the release of several Resource
Management Plans throughout sagebrush territory.  This
decision is controversial and sure to be litigated, probably
by both sides.   If the BLM receives the resources and is
allowed to pragmatically implement the plans, the sage-
grouse will benefit, sound uses of the land will continue,
and the agencies will be able to spend more of their
resources on the ground rather than on the processes
mandated by the Endangered Species Act.

     Last spring the BLM announced that it was studying
a proposal to combine New Mexico and Arizona State
Offices.  The PLF supports BLM looking for ways to
improve efficiencies and put more money on the ground;
however, we had concerns with this proposal, as did
several other stakeholders.  The BLM, using its study
and the input from the public, decided to not go ahead
with this proposal.

     Well, the short summer is over and we are going into
fall and the election season is well underway.  I hope
that you and your family survive the political wrangling
and wish you well for the season and the upcoming
holidays.
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General Session - Thursday

     The Thursday morning general session opened with
welcoming remarks from PLF President Ed Shepard,
and Arizona BLM State Director Ray Suazo.

     BLM Deputy Director Steve Ellis thanked the PLF
members for their contributions to the BLM and the
public lands.  He reported on “what’s going on in the
BLM,” including a report on the historic and
collaborative landscape-based decisions that have
recently been made on sage-grouse habitat. He also
pointed out that now comes the difficult implementation
of those decisions.  He reported that the BLM’s National
Landscape Conservation System program is a
tremendous success and the BLM is now recognized by
the Department of the Interior and the Congress as a
conservation agency capable of managing special areas
that  formerly would have been transferred for
management by other agencies.

     The theme of the General Session was “Youth
Initiative & Community Partnerships.”

     Panel 1 on “Leveraging Partnerships for Youth
Academics, Training & Employment,” consisted of the
following speakers:
• Pamela Mathis, Moderator – Associate District

Manager, BLM Gila District Office;
• Rem Hawes – Manager, Hassayampa Field Office

in the BLM’s Phoenix District;

BLM-sponsored Environmental and Natural
Resource Stewardship Program;

• Steve Spangle - Arizona Field Supervisor, U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, and Chair of You CAN AZ
(Youth Careers & Academics in Nature in Arizona);
and

• Cynthia M. Spell Tweh - Deputy Director,
Economic Development, City of Phoenix, Phoenix
Workforce Board.

     The panel members described what the BLM has done
in Arizona to bring the message about the BLM public
lands to students and to get inner city youths interested
and involved in activities and work projects on the
National Public Lands.  It all began in 2003 when the
BLM Phoenix District brought wildland fire training to
students in an inner city high school.   That program has
evolved into the Franklin Police and Fire High School
which trains inner city students for public service careers
that were unknown and unavailable to them 15 years
ago. Similar public lands and natural resources programs
are now being taught in three other Phoenix area high
school programs and students are taken on field trips
and participate in monitoring and collecting projects for
the BLM.   The BLM has helped Phoenix College
develop an Environment and Natural Resource
Stewardship Program that focuses on the public lands,
and the College has created a two-year Associate of
Applied Science Degree for the program.

     Interior agencies help sponsor the “Youth Careers &
Academics in Nature in Arizona” (You CAN AZ) project
to educate youth on what the Interior agencies do and
how they do it, and to help youth embrace the objectives
of natural resources and train them for environmental
stewardship.

     The Department of the Interior has been briefed on
what the BLM in Arizona is doing with youth in Arizona.
The BLM has put a lot of resources into the program
and wants other agencies to start using this pipeline of
trained and interested youths.

Ray Suazo, BLM
Arizona State Director

Steve Ellis, BLM Deputy
Director for Operations

(Continued on Page 5.)

• Steve Thorpe Ph.D. - Professor, Hispanic Serving
Institution, Phoenix College, and Director of the
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         Pamela Mathis                   Rem Hawes

          Steve Thorpe                   Steve Spangle

     Three students who have been through the program
offered the following comments:

Rodney Hunter: “It helped me develop an interest in
public lands and got me a summer internship with BLM.
I want to be part of a National Conservation Organization
and want to help renew the use of renewable resources.”

Jazmin Lakey  “I credit the Field School with changing
who I am, and getting me into a rewarding career field.”

Brian Pacheco  “I got involved with the Field School

which introduced me to a new career in natural resources.
It gave me experiences and memories that I treasure and
will never forget.  I want to be a wildland firefighter.”

Rodney Hunter

Jazmin Lakey

Brian Pacheco

Cynthia M. Spell Tweh

(Continued on Page 6.)

Leslie Schultz-Crist, President &
CEO, San Miguel High School

     Luncheon Keynote Speaker Leslie Schultz-Crist,
President and CEO of San Miguel High School in
Tucson, described how the school teaches talented
students from low-income families while they gain a
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     Panel 2 on “Community Partnerships” consisted
of the following speakers:

• Elena Daly, Moderator - PLF Vice President for
D.C. Affairs

• Steve Eady - Executive Director, Gila Watershed
Partnership

• Jeff Gursh - Executive Director, Arizona Off-
Highway Vehicle Coalition, and

• Dan Puskar - Executive Director, Association of
Partners for Public Lands (APPL)

(Continued on Page 7.)

Dan Puskar Jeff Gursh

Steve Eady

professional work experience.  Mari John, Director of
their Corporate Internship Program, spoke of how the
students work one day per week and go to school the
other four days.  A team of four students covers one Full
Time Equivalent Position.  Vanessa Velazquez, a Senior
Student Intern at the BLM’s Tucson Field Office, told
about her educational and work experiences with BLM
and how much she has benefitted from the program.  The
school has had a 98% graduation rate and a 100%
college acceptance rate since 2004.

     Steve Eady described the work being done by the
Gila Watershed Partnership in the Safford, Arizona area
to protect the Gila River watershed.  The partnership
has brought people together into strong, lifelong
relationships with each other and with the BLM and
Forest Service, which manage most of the lands in the
watershed.

     Jeff Gursh explained that the Arizona Off-highway
Vehicle Coalition brings skills, money and volunteers
to work on recreational vehicle trails.  The organization
can adopt trails after they are built, and it partners with
law enforcement to make sure people follow the rules.
He made a strong plea for BLM to do more to manage
recreational shooting and to designate areas for
recreational shooting.

     Dan Puskar explained that APPL is a group of non-
profit organizations advocating for the protection and
wise use of the public lands.  APPL does such things as
provide educational materials to schools, help with
resource inventories on public lands, and help to enforce
the rules on the use of public lands.

Elena Daly

Panel 3 on “Friends and other Groups” consisted of
the following speakers:

• Henri Bisson, Moderator - PLF Past President
• Robert Weissler - Vice President, Friends of the

San Pedro River
• Gail James - President, Friends of Ironwood Forest
• Liz Archuleta – Arizona Spokesperson for HECHO

(Hispanics Enjoying Camping, Hunting, and the
Outdoors)

     Henri Bisson explained that the establishment of the
National Landscape Conservation System (NLCS) has
resulted in many Friends Groups being formed to help
with the management of individual units of the NLCS.
Friends Groups have been established by local people
to raise funds, build projects, manage business centers
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and advocate for many of the NLCS areas.  Robert
Weissler and Gaile James described the work their
Friends Groups were doing to help protect natural
resources, manage public use, and provide interpretive
services to the riparian lands along the San Pedro River
and in the deserts in the Ironwood Forest area.

            Henri Bisson                Robert Weissler

         Gaile James                    Liz Archuleta

Board of Directors Meetings - Tuesday/Friday
     The PLF’s Board of Directors met all day Tuesday
and on Friday morning to discuss the variety of issues
that are listed in the President’s Column.

EVENING EVENTS

BARBEQUE - Wednesday evening
     Following the tour of the BLM’s Agua Fria National
Monument, members and guests attended the PLF’s
annual barbeque which was held on the lawn of the
Crowne Plaza Hotel.

AWARDS BANQUET -  Thursday evening

     Liz Archuleta explained that HECHO is an
organization of Latinos who want to protect and preserve
their centuries-old traditions that depend upon open
space and the public lands.  Many Hispanic families in
Arizona have a five to six generational history of
hunting, fishing and camping on the BLM public lands.
HECHO members have a strong connection to the BLM
lands; they want the BLM public lands kept in public
ownership; they want to be included in the decision-
making processes; and they want BLM to welcome
HECHO into the family of groups that BLM consults
with in planning for and advocating for the retention
and protection of the BLM public lands. (Continued on Page 8.)

The Awards Banquet at the
Crowne Plaza Hotel included
entertainment by Bill Civish
who told stories of his work
experiences in the early days
of his BLM career, and the
presentation of PLF’s
Volunteer of the Year and
Lifetime Service Awards.

Bill Civish

PLF Volunteer of the Year Award
     PLF Alaska State Representative Sharon Wilson was
recognized by PLF President Ed Shepard for her work
in illustrating the PLF’s colorful “America’s Public
Lands: origin, history, future” publication.
Unfortunately, Sharon was not able to be present to
receive the award.

PLF Lifetime Service Awards
     Ed Hastey, Charles W. (Bill) Luscher and Beaumont
(Beau) McClure were honored with PLF Lifetime
Service Awards with citations which read:

Ed Hastey
Lifetime Service Award

     The Public Lands Foundation grants to Ed Hastey
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 its Lifetime Service Award for excellence in public land
management.  The Foundation provides this award to
deserving members who have perpetuated and enhanced
the proud tradition of public service.

     Ed was born in Pacific Grove, California and
graduated from the University of Washington with a
degree in Logging Engineering.  He started his career
with the U. S. Bureau of Land Management (BLM) in
June 1957, as a Forester in Medford, Oregon, working
on road engineering.  He later transferred to BLM’s
California State Office in Sacramento, first as a Forester,
and later in charge of Civil Engineering.

     In 1965, Ed went to Washington, D.C. as a Program
Analyst, then Budget Analyst.  With his hard work, in
depth knowledge of field operations, and reputation as
a quick study, he moved into the critical position of
BLM Budget Officer in 1969.  This was a time of
tremendous growth as the BLM implemented the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) passed in
1969.  Ed fought for, and was successful in getting,
increased funds for BLM to fulfill its increased
responsibilities.  His excellent reputation as a straight
shooter and knowledge of the BLM and its mission made
him a frequent and respected visitor to Capital Hill.

     Ed moved into the position of Assistant Director for
Administration in 1971.  Then, in 1975, Ed was
appointed State Director in California, where he served
for 4 years before going back to Washington, D.C. as
Associate Director, the number two position in the BLM.
Again, Ed’s skills, persistence and credibility with
Congress were major factors in increasing BLM budgets
for the implementation of the Federal Land Policy and
Management Act.

     In 1981, Ed returned to California for his second
tour as State Director, where he remained until his
retirement in 1999.  In his almost 22 years as State
Director in California, Ed was on the forefront of many
issues.  His commitment to working with communities,
local, state and other federal agencies, as well as a wide
variety of interest groups, set the culture of how to
conduct business in California, which remains today.
He was a tireless worker, and dedicated to the BLM
family.

     Throughout his career, Ed was a supporter of bringing
diversity into the BLM, believing that would make the
agency more effective in accomplishing is mission and
dealing with the wide array of constituents.  He supported
diversity in the program areas and saw that the BLM
added expertise beyond the more traditional lands,
minerals, range and forestry.  He hired women and
minorities who had not come up through the traditional
career paths, seeing skill and potential in many people
who might otherwise have been passed over.   Ed was a
key player in changing the face of the BLM to more
closely reflect the demographics of this country.

     In retirement, Ed is still willing to listen to anyone
who approaches him for advice, or just wants to talk,
continuing to be a force in many peoples’ careers.  He
also has continued to work with BLM and other entities
to accomplish many land transactions for the benefit of
the public.

     Ed Hastey has been a major influence on the BLM,
and the BLM is better for it.

     The Public Lands Foundation is honored to recognize
Ed Hastey with this Lifetime Service Award.

/s/ Edward W. Shepard, President   September 24, 2015

     Ed Hastey was unable to attend and will receive his
award at a later date.

Charles W. (Bill) Luscher
Lifetime Service Award

     The Public Lands Foundation grants to Charles W.
(Bill) Luscher its Lifetime Service Award for excellence
in public land management.  The Foundation provides
this award to deserving members who have perpetuated
and enhanced the proud tradition of public service.

     Bill was born and raised in Montana, where he
quickly became an ardent outdoorsman and where his
appreciation for the land and its resources began.  He
graduated from the University of Idaho, majoring in
wildlife, range management and natural resource
administration. He began his BLM career in 1957 in

(Continued on Page 9.)
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Winnemucca, Nevada as a range conservationist.  He
quickly moved into increasingly responsible positions
in Elko, Nevada and Idaho Falls, Idaho.  Bill earned a
reputation as a smart, hardworking leader who
demonstrated his care for his employees, his knowledge
of natural resources, and his respect for  the
constituencies BLM served.

     He did a tour on the Range Staff in the BLM’s
Washington Office working on new regulations for the
BLM’s Range program.  While in the Washington Office
he did a U. S. Aid Program assignment in Nigeria, and
later was a range specialist in a cultural exchange with
the then Soviet Union.  Both assignments were
productive, and due to Bill’s exceptional performance,
enhanced BLM’s international reputation in the
rangeland management field.

     Bill served as the BLM’s Associate State Director
in Colorado in the mid to late 1970s; the BLM’s State
Director in New Mexico during 1981 - 1986; and the
BLM’s Oregon/Washington State Director from 1986
until his retirement in 1989.   In these positions, he
helped expand and diversify the BLM’s workforce;
helped implement the merger of the Minerals
Management Service into the BLM; and provided strong
leadership while addressing timber management, spotted
owl, job-related, environmental, and other issues.

     Bill Luscher is remembered by many people as a
wise, kind man who truly cared about them.  Two traits
are cited:

• his sincere interpersonal skills, selfless
approach, inclusiveness  and encouragement of
those who worked for him, and

• his astute political skill at maintaining a positive
view of the future, rather than a short-sighted,
short term and narrow political view of the issues
at hand.

     The mark of Bill Luscher’s skills and success can be
seen in the large number of people who worked with
him, and who eventually became supervisors, managers
and executives themselves in the BLM, the Forest
Service and the Department of the Interior.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE PLF’S ANNUAL MEETING
(Continued from Page 8.)

     In retirement, Bill continued to be involved with the
BLM and its new employees.  For seven years he
participated in the BLM’s orientation for new employees
- the “Pathways” sessions held at the BLM’s National
Training Center in Phoenix - where he continued to
develop relationships with new employees to help them
become successful in the BLM.

     Bill Luscher passed away on June 9, 2014 in
Columbia Falls, Montana.

     The PLF thanks Bill for his exemplary service,
dedication and leadership in helping the BLM better
position itself to deal with the many issues of the 21st

Century.

     The Public Lands Foundation is honored to recognize
Charles W. (Bill) Luscher with this Lifetime Service
Award, which is presented posthumously.

/s/ Edward W. Shepard, President  September 24, 2015

     The Posthumous Award was received by Bill
Luscher’s daughter Pam Cushman of Laramie, Wyoming.

(Continued on Page 10.)

Pam Cushing receives her father’s
award from PLF President Ed
Shepard
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Beaumont “Beau” McClure
Lifetime Service Award

     The Public Lands Foundation grants to Beaumont
“Beau” McClure its Lifetime Service Award for
excellence in public land management.  The Foundation
provides this award to deserving members who have
perpetuated and enhanced the proud tradition of public
service.  Beau exemplifies that tradition through a
lifetime of service in managing and protecting the public
lands.

     Beau was born and raised in Woodlake, California,
and graduated from Colorado State University in 1964
with a degree in Forestry.  He began his forestry career
with a private logging company in Oregon, but soon
went to work for the Bureau of Land Management at
the BLM’s Tillamook Resource Area Office, in
Tillamook, Oregon.  His first job was “marking trees”
for harvest.

     In 1965, he was drafted into the U. S. Army and
spent his two military service years in Georgia and
Texas, before returning to BLM at Tillamook in 1967.
In 1969, he was promoted to the BLM’s Ukiah District
Office, to work on timber trespass problems on public
lands in northwestern California.

     In 1974, Beau was recruited to the BLM’s
Washington, D.C. Headquarters Office and for the next
10 years he served as the BLM’s and the Department
of Interior’s principle advisor, coordinator, and contact
person for the implementation of the unique and special
Alaska Statehood and Native Claims Settlement
programs.  This was a role that required him to spend a
lot of time in Alaska, and to be effective in dealing
with wide spectrum of Federal, State and Native
American leaders.

     In 1984, Beau moved back to the West into the
position of Chief of Resources in the BLM’s Arizona
State Office in Phoenix.  At the time of his retirement
in 2005, he was serving as the Department of the
Interior’s Special Assistant for International Programs,
stationed at the BLM’s Arizona State Office in Phoenix,
and helping to insure that the public land resources were
considered and protected during Homeland Security
actions to control illegal immigration and drugs. (Continued on Page 11.)

     Throughout his career, Beau McClure has been the
ultimate program manager and staff person wherever he
has served.  His exceptional ability to plan, organize
and provide oversight to public land management
programs has benefited the public lands and the people
who use them wherever he has served.  And his
accomplishments are well documented in the BLM and
the Department of the Interior.

     When Beau retired from BLM in 2005, he had a
business card printed which reads:

“Beau McClure
Border, Desert, and Natural Resource Issues

Coordinator, Meeting Organizer, etc.”

     He has continued to work nearly full time on these
issues and in these roles for most of the past 10 years;
however, not as a well paid consultant for private
companies or individuals, but as the volunteer Vice
President for Operations for the Public Lands
Foundation.

     Beau McClure brought the same talents to the PLF
that he served him well in the BLM.  He has helped
reorganize the PLF, redefine its mission statement and
its internal procedures, improve coordination between
Board members and get their input to advocacy letters
and activities.  He leads the way in planning for PLF’s
Annual meetings and keeping the Board aware of and

Beau McClure receives award
from PLF President Ed Shepard



THE PUBLIC LANDS

Monitor

PAGE 11

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE PLF’S ANNUAL
MEETING

(Continued from Page 11.)

PLF Annual Meeting Group Photo   September 22-25, 2015

Back (Fourth) Row:  Jim Currivan, Jane O’Connor, Ken Mahoney, Elvin Clapp, Geoff Middaugh, John
Kwiatkowski, Ken Harrison, Brian Andersen, Juan Palma, Jake Palma, Michael Thomas, Henri Bisson.
Third Row:  George Lea, Van Manning, Dean Bibles, Phil Moreland, Lou Bellesi, Mike Ferguson, Ed
Shepard, Ray Suazo, Bill Civish, Bill LeBarron, Lin Fehlman, Janice Kwiatkowski.
Second Row:  Wayne Winterton, Liz Archuleta, Glen Collins, Renee Sanders, Mary Kay Bellesi, Rosemary
Thomas, Anna Steele, Billie Civish, Deanna LeBarron, Sylvia Gerber Bruce, Elena Daly, Elaine Zielinski,
Kathy Pedrick.
First (kneeling/sitting) Row:  Beau McClure, Eric Janes, Smokey O’Connor, Connie Stone, Hank Noldan,
Tom Allen, Dan Puskar, Linda Hofman, Jeff Gursh.

involved in issues affecting the BLM and the BLM
lands.

     The PLF thanks Beaumont “Beau” McClure for his
career of service to the BLM, and for his untiring work
over the years in providing expertise and guidance in
the conduct of PLF’s business and the holding of the
annual meetings, as well as may other quietly performed
contributions to the organization.

     The Public Lands Foundation is honored to recognize
Beaumont “Beau” McClure with this Lifetime Service
Award, presented by PLF President Ed Shepard at the
Foundation’s Annual Meeting in Phoenix, Arizona on
September 24, 2015.

BALLOT FOR 2016 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Be sure to fill out the 2016 Board of Directors ballot,
which is an insert in this Fall edition of The Public

Lands Monitor.  Please vote for a ll National
Representatives and your  respective State
Representative.  Write-ins are permissible.  If you are
interested in serving on the Board, please indicate so on
the “Comments” line.  Please consider paying your 2016
dues when you send in your ballot.

NEXT YEAR’S ANNUAL MEETING
NEW MEXICO

Make your plans now to attend PLF’s 2016 annual
meeting, which will be held in New Mexico during

September.  The location, dates and theme of the meeting
are to be determined soon.  Bring your spouses and enjoy
seeing old friends and associates.
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BLM AND PUBLIC LAND NEWS ITEMS
(taken from BLM National and State websites and

news releases)

BLM announces Leadership appointments in
three States - New Mexico,  Nevada and

California:
• Amy Lueders, who has been serving as Nevada

State Director, will move to Santa Fe to become
BLM’s New Mexico State Director;

• John Ruhs, who has been serving as Eastern States
Director,  has been selected to be the Nevada State
Director; and

• Jerome (Jerry) Perez, who currently is the BLM
State Director in Oregon/Washington, will move to
Sacramento to become the California State Director.

New District Managers in Alaska:
• Mark Spencer is the new BLM Anchorage District

Manager and
• Geoff Beyersdorf is the new Fairbanks District

Manager.

BLM to continue the Arizona and New Mexico State
Offices: BLM had been exploring the possibility of
combining the Arizona and New Mexico State Offices
and directing more resources to the District and Field
Offices.  After listening to the feedback from partners
and stakeholders, the BLM has decided not to move
forward with the merger, and both the Arizona and New
Mexico State Offices and both State Director positions
will be maintained.

Kristin Bail has been selected to head the BLM’s
National Conservation Lands program:  She comes
from the Forest Service where she was a Forest
Supervisor in North Carolina.  She brings 30 years of
experience in public land management in the BLM and
the Forest Service in Oregon, Arizona, North Carolina
and Washington, D.C., including a staff position in the
BLM’s National Conservation System.  Her husband,
Barron, retired from the BLM in 2010, after a 32-year
career with the BLM.

15th Anniversary of the BLM’s National Landscape
Conservation System (NLCS): On June 20, 2015,
Interior Secretary Sally Jewell, along with Assistant
Secretary for Land and Minerals Management Janice
Schneider, and BLM Director Neil Kornze joined
former Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt and other key
conservation and community leaders at the King Range

National Conservation Area in northern California to
commemorate the 15th Anniversary of the BLM’s
National Landscape Conservation System, a system that
conserves, protects and restores nationally significant
landscapes managed by the BLM.  Babbitt established
the NLCS in 2000.

     The National Conservation Lands contain some of
the West’s most spectacular landscapes including 872
congressionally and presidentially protected areas.  This
includes more than 30 million acres of National
Monuments, National Conservation Areas, Wilderness
Areas, Wilderness Study Areas and Conservation Lands
in the California Desert, as well as 8,000 miles of Wild
and Scenic Rivers and National Scenic and Historic
Trails.

COMBINED FEDERAL CAMPAIGN
REMINDER

Federal civilian and military personnel can donate to
the Public Lands Foundation dba Conservation and

Protection of Public Lands through the Combined
Federal Campaign (CFC).  We are affiliated with
Conservation and Protection Charities of America, a
group of 30 National organizations dedicated to
conserving and preserving America’s natural resources.
We truly appreciate those who support our organization
by directing their CFC contribution to Conservation and
Protection of Public Lands each year.

     The Public Lands Foundation dba Conservation and
Protection of Public Lands is fighting to keep America’s
Public Lands in public hands and preventing unstable
and unsound timber cutting, grazing and mineral/oil
production.  This land is your land!

     Your donation will help improve public lands for your
children’s sake and for generations to come.  Questions?
E-mail info@publicland.org.
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LETTERS FROM RECIPIENTS OF PLF’S GEORGE D. LEA
FOUNDER’S 2015 SCHOLARSHIP AWARD

Dear Mr. Edward W. Shepard,

     I am writing to thank you and the Public Lands
Foundation for selecting me as a recipient of the George
Lea Founder’s Scholarship. As I understand, this was a
competitive scholarship with plenty of worthy
applicants, and I am incredibly grateful to be chosen
out of such a talented pool of students.  When I found
out about this scholarship opportunity, I was immediately
intrigued because I felt that it fell perfectly in line with
what I am working toward regarding my education and
future career goals.  For me, there is no more important
work than that of protecting our natural resources and
wildlife, and this scholarship will help me take a major
step forward in advocating for these resources.  I am so
grateful to have been given this opportunity from an
organization that shares my passion.

     I am a self-supporting student, and the financial
contribution provided by the scholarship is nothing less
than incredible.  The funds from this scholarship will
assist me with the cost of tuition, textbooks and other
class materials, and living expenses.  It will greatly
alleviate my reliance on student loans that I have had to
take out in the past.

     Beyond financial assistance, I am truly looking
forward to the professional opportunities that come with
this scholarship.  As I am very hopeful to one day be
employed by a public land management agency, I am
eager to shadow a BLM manager.  I am certain that I
will take away valuable insight from the experience.  I
am also looking forward to attending the PLF annual
meeting and plan on absorbing as much as I can during
my time there.

     The support the Public Lands Foundation has shown
for my aspirations has truly inspired me to push even
harder toward my goals.  Advocating for our public
lands, wildlife, and other natural resources is what
absolutely drives me in life, and it is encouragement
from organizations like the Public Lands Foundation
that let me know that I am heading the right direction.  I
cannot possible express the depth of my gratitude.  I can
only stress how much effort I will apply to doing the absolute
best I can for the resources we strive to protect.

Sincerely,
Ashley Renee Sanders, Phoenix, Arizona

Dear Public Lands Foundation,
     I am writing this letter to thank you for selecting me
as a George Lea Founders Scholar, and as a member of
the second biannual student congress.  I am incredibly
grateful for the support that is being offered, not only
financially, but beyond this in bridging the gap between
generations.  The support from the Public Lands
Foundation has been incredibly beneficial in my growth
as a Public Lands Advocate.

     Last fall, I was a participant of the second biannual
student congress, which proved to be a wonderful
experience.  It was incredible to be able to interface
with the students that the foundation assembled.  We
were charged with the task of taking part in expanding
and deepening our nation’s Land Ethic.  Although we
have taken strides in this direction this ethic is far from
where it needs to be.  The work of the Public Lands
Foundation to further this cause is not only honorable
but greatly appreciated.

     The members of the student congress came together
to work on some legislative actions that could be taken
to further this cause, which made sense as the student
congress coincided with the fiftieth anniversary of the
Wilderness Act.  We were able to write several relevant
recommendations, and build a broader network of young
members who care about similar issues.  This experience,
helped me deepen my appreciation for Public Lands
through being engaged in an incredibly meaningful
action.

     The George Lea Founder ’s Scholarship I am
incredibly honored to receive.  Financially, school costs
are incredibly burdensome.  I have been working two
jobs throughout my collegiate career to support myself
yet this does not come close to preventing me from
accruing significant debt through school.  This
scholarship helps me be able to finish school, which I
am incredibly grateful for.

     I spent all of last week at the annual meeting for PLF,
which proved to be very different from my expectations
however, incredibly beneficial.  It is not often that
members of my generation get to receive mentorship from
individuals who have succeeded in the field.  Listening
to stories I not only was able to learn about what the life
of a BLM employee was, but deepen my appreciation
for the history of the organization.  This experience gives

(Continued on Page 15.)
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JOINING “REMEMBERING BLM”

Some of you can remember the old Remembering
BLM website started by Larry Peterson and Gene

Day; but that site is long gone, cancelled by the hosting
company along with many other similar sites they were
hosting.

     The replacement for that old site is a “private”
Facebook Group of the same name, which has similar
requirements for joining—participants must be either a
current or former employee of the BLM (or a surviving
spouse).

     To join the Remembering BLM Facebook group you
must be a member of Facebook and then send Bob
Conquergood an email (bcnqrgd@roadrunner.com)
requesting membership and including a brief history of
your BLM employment.  Another means is to “friend”
Bob on Facebook and then send him a Facebook message
with the brief history noted above.

     Once you become a member you will get emails from
Facebook regarding items posted on Remembering
BLM.  Those emails can be controlled by using the
settings on your Facebook page.

     If you need more information please email Bob
Conquergood at the above address or call him at 208-
699-9121.

DONATIONS TO THE GEORGE D. LEA
FOUNDER’S SCHOLARSHIP FUND

William Ball Dean Bibles
Glen Collins John Fend
Marvin LeNoue Geoff Middaugh
Donald Seibert

Donations to the Scholarship Fund through the Silent
Auction held at the Annual Meeting in Phoenix.

Bill Civish Jim Currivan
Elena Daly Jeanie Fend
MikeFerguson Bonnie Jones
George Lea Deanna LeBarron
Bonnie Manning Pamela Mathis
Kathy Pedrick Deb Rawhouser
Anna Steele Rosemary Thomas

SPECIAL DUES PAYMENTS

Contributing Members
Barron Bail John Fields
Michael T. Green Joanie Losacco

Sustaining Member
John Freeman

Life Members
Richard (Rich) B. Hanson
Kathryn (Kathy) E. Pedrick

me a more concrete picture of the organization.  Which
I feel incredibly to have been able to experience.  To
express my gratitude completely is  incredibly
challenging, I have been shaped by experiences that this
organization has been able to provide.  Thank you so
much!

Sincerely,
Brian Andersen

LETTERS FROM RECIPIENTS OF PLF’S
GEORGE D. LEA

FOUNDER’S 2015 SCHOLARSHIP AWARD
(Continued from Page 14.)

2015 Scholarship winners Renee Sanders and
Brian Andersen with George Lea.

     PLF Past-President Henri Bisson has again agreed to
match the first $1000 that is donated to the Fund.
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IN MEMORIUM

The PLF regrets to inform you that the following
former BLM employees have passed on.

Paul Baker, who worked as an Equal Opportunity and
Safety Officer in the BLM’s Washington Office, on
August 6, 2015; in Durham, North Carolina.

Kenneth Beckstrom, a Range Conservationist for the
BLM at Elko, Nevada, and at St. George, Utah, on the
Arizona Strip; on August 6, 2015; in Santa Clara, Utah.

Alfred Cunningham, Jr., who worked as a Maintenance
Manager for the BLM’s Northern District in Fairbanks,
Alaska; on July 7, 2015; in Fairbanks, Alaska.

Chester Conard, BLM District Manager at Baker,
Oregon; Winnemucca, Nevada; and Worland, Wyoming;
on the Range Management Staff in the BLM’s
Washington, D.C. Office; and on the Denver Service
Center Technical Staff in Denver, Colorado; on
November 1, 2014; in Columbia Falls, Montana.
(We are printing Chester Conard’s obituary notice for a
second time because we made a mistake in the spelling
of his last name in our earlier notice.  We thank those
members who have contributed in Chet’s memory.)

George R. Gurr,  BLM Forester in Oregon, Wyoming
and Washington, D.C.; Director of a Job Corps Camp
in Price, Utah; District Manager at Vale, Oregon;
Public Affairs Officer at Anchorage, Alaska; and
Program Leader in Washington, D. C. for the BLM’s
Johnny Horizon Program; on July 31, 2015; in Sequim,
Oregon.

H. Doyle Kline, who, for 14 years, served as BLM’s
Public Affairs Officer in the Washington, D.C.
Headquarters Office; on August 25, 2015; in Santa Fe,
New Mexico.

Louis James (Jim) Langhoff  III,  who worked as a
Forest Tech and Safety Manager for the BLM in the
Medford District Office; on July 2, 2015; in Medford,
Oregon.

Philip Marshall, who worked as a cartographer for the
BLM at Boise, Idaho; on July 26, 2015; in Boise, Idaho.

Peggy Pearl Miller, who worked as a public affairs
specialist in the BLM’s Arizona Strip District Office in
St. George, Utah; on June 30, 2015; in St. George, Utah.

John “Buster” Riley, who was a BLM District Manager
in Montrose, Colorado; and Burns, Oregon; and later
worked in the BLM’s Washington Headquarters Office
and Denver Service Center; on December 16, 2014; in
Las Cruces, New Mexico. Buster Riley created the first
list of deceased Grazing Service/BLM employees that
has evolved into the PLF’s Memorial Wall.

Robert (Bob) Sulenski, who worked in the Minerals
Division in the BLM’s Washington Office, on August
21, 2015, in Silver Spring, Maryland.

Larry Taddia, cartographic draftsman for many years
in the BLM’s Arizona State Office in Phoenix, Arizona;
on September 24, 2015; in Cottonwood, Arizona.

Richard Wallace, who was a geologist for the BLM; on
July 9, 2015; in Jackson, Mississippi.

Rex Zobell, who worked for the BLM in Billings,
Montana; was District Manager at Lewiston, Montana;
and a wildlife specialist at the BLM’s Wyoming State
Office in Cheyenne, Wyoming; on April 25, 2015; in
Orem, Utah.

MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS

Received from: In Memory of:
L. Paul Applegate Buster Riley
Carolyn Droscher Bob Chase, Bob

Means and Chet Conard
Marvin LeNoue Maurice Ziegler and Janet

Singer
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R E T I R I N G ?

The PLF’s 2016 Annual Meeting will be
held in Las Cruces, New Mexico during

the week of September 12 – 16.  The
tentative schedule is a full-day Board of
Directors meeting on Tuesday, September
13; a field trip and barbecue on Wednesday;
the General Session with luncheon speaker
and banquet on Thursday; and a half-day
Board of Directors meeting on Friday,
September 16.  The details on the theme of
and dates for  the meeting and the
accommodations are being developed and
will be reported in the Spring edition of the
Monitor.

     We are considering an optional 1½-day
“PLF Bird Watching” event in the Las
Cruces area for those interested.  The Las
Cruces area offers a unique mix of habitats
with an impressive diversity of bird
watching opportunities.  Initial plans are that
the event would begin Friday afternoon
following the Board of Directors meeting
with an afternoon birding outing and
followed on Saturday, September 17, with
an all-day guided tour.  A local professional
birder could be hired as a guide, with the
cost being split among those attending.  If
you are interested or have suggestions,
please contact George Lea at
glea@publicland.org or 703-629-3166.

PLF’s 2016 ANNUAL MEETING IN
NEW MEXICO

PLF DUES
PLF Members: please pay
your 2016 dues in January.

PLF ADVOCACY ACTIVITIES

Sale of “unused” federal land to raise
revenues – The PLF, on July 14, 2015,

sent the following letter to Chairman Harold
Rogers and Ranking Member Nita Lowery
of the House Committee on Appropriations,
opposing proposed amendments by
Congressman Poe that purport to sell
“unused” federal land to raise revenues.

Dear Chairman Rogers and Representative
Lowery:

     The Public Lands Foundation (PLF) is
opposed to Congressman Poe’s proposed
amendments to the Department of the  Interior

(Continued on Page 3.)
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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

Ed Shepard

Happy New Year!  I’m
hoping you all had a great

holiday season.  Terry and I had
a wonderful Christmas in Boise
with our daughter and grand
kids.  It’s hard to believe that
2015 is already over;  the
months go by faster and faster
every year.

     2016 is a leap year, which, in case you haven’t
noticed the political ads and debates, means we have a
presidential election.  I am already sick of the ads and
the negativity and we still have ten months to go.  I,
personally, have not picked a candidate to vote for, but
I am picking candidates to vote against.  Regardless of
who wins the election, it is certain that we will have a
new president.  With a new president comes a new
secretary, assistant secretaries, and usually a new
director.  We’ve all been through this many times as
BLM employees; this will be my first time as a “retired
observer.”   All that change is a year away, so for now
we need to watch what is happening in 2016.  The last
year of an administration is always interesting.

     In early December, the Board held its second
conference call with Director Neil Kornze and Deputy
Director for Policy Linda Lance.  Kristin Bail, the new
Assistant Director for the National Conservation Lands
and Partnerships, and new Chief of Staff Anita Bilboa,
also joined us.  The BLM raised several topics including
the new Executive Order on Mitigation, Planning 2.0,
the push by some states for Congress to move on
Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), and the challenges
BLM is facing with litigation.  The BLM is establishing
a two- to three-member communications strike team in
Salt  Lake City to help BLM communicate new
initiatives with the public.  PLF shared a draft of an

MOU with BLM for consideration, discussed our letters
to Secretary Jewell on venting and flaring and BLM
youth initiatives, the testimony that the Arizona Chapter
presented on land transfers, and the need to make the
National Conservation Lands more visible on BLM web
sites.  We also discussed how we could work together
on the upcoming 40th anniversary of FLPMA and the
70th Anniversary of the BLM in 2016.  Dates have
already been set for 2016 quarterly calls on March 1,
June 2, September 1, and December 1.  These calls are
proving to be an effective way of keeping the lines of
communication open between the BLM and the PLF
Board.

     Congress finally passed the 2016 budget that had
some pluses and minuses for the BLM.  The new sage-
grouse conservation strategy was funded at $60 million
and that should assist in getting the strategy from paper
to implementation.  Of course, the increase in funds
comes at the expense of other BLM programs that also
need money to avoid other resource issues.   Another
positive note is the reauthorization of the Land and Water
Conservation Fund, although it is not permanent.  One
major disappointment is that Congress did nothing to
improve the fire funding issues.  This is an issue that
PLF weighed in on several times throughout the last
couple of years and one that had bipartisan support in
the House and Senate, and in the White House.   Despite
violent agreement, Congress could not get it over the
finish line.  Another can kicked down the road.

     The wild horse program continues to consume a lot
of time and energy.  Tom Allen is doing a great job
representing the PLF on the National Horse and Burro
Rangeland Management Coalition.  The Coalition is
initiating a national information and education campaign
on the excess horses on the National Public Lands.  For

(Continued on Page 3.)
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more information on this initiative visit the Coalition’s
webpage, http://www.wildhorserange.org, and like them
on Facebook, https://www.facebook.com/National-
Horse-Burro-Rangeland-Management-Coalition-
351258438412542/?ref=hl.

     Tom is also preparing to represent PLF at a meeting
convened by the Humane Society to discuss rangeland
issues caused by excess horses.  Several PLF members
continue to discuss this with Congressional staffers every
time we visit the Hill.  This issue is getting to the point
where more people are beginning to realize that the
increasing populations are not healthy for the land or
the horses.  Now we need to get people to focus on real
solutions.

     The PLF election results are finalized, and I’d like
to take this opportunity to thank all of the directors and
state representatives for stepping up and running and
for your service to PLF.  Thanks also to Jesse Juen for
stepping up to run for vice president as Ed Spang steps
down.  Thank you, Ed, for many years of dedicated
service to the National Public Lands as a leader in the
BLM and the PLF.  And finally, thank you to Beau,
Glen, and Dwight.  Your work as officers keeps PLF
running.

     I hope that all of you have a happy, healthy, and safe
2016.

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN
(Continued  from Page 2.)

The PLF Officers, Directors-at-Large and
State Representatives listed on the front page of

this Public Lands Monitor were elected/reelected in
the PLF’s annual election that closed December 15,
2015.

of increased revenues, and there is already federal law
that provides for the public interest-based sale of public
lands.

     First of all, when the Federal Land Policy and
Management Act (FLPMA) was passed in 1976,
retention of the public lands became the law of the land.
And, these lands are to be managed for the long-term
sustainable benefit of the citizens of the United States.
Section 204 of FLPMA provided for careful planning
and administrative steps so that public land meeting
specific criteria could be sold at fair market value if
found to be in the public interest.   This mechanism has
worked well for 40 years and does not need changing.

     Secondly, we have observed over the last 60 years
that whenever programs calling for the sale of public
lands to raise federal revenues are attempted, the costs
of administering these proposed sales exceeds the
revenues generated from any actual land sales.    In the
1960’s, a proposal to sell federal land was put in front
of the public to determine which public lands should be
disposed and which should be retained and managed in
the public interest.    During this open public process in
the Classification and Multiple Use Act of 1960 (C&MU
Act), it was found that the concept of “unused” public
land is inaccurate.   These lands are not unused.   The
many values of public land that are now provided through
the FLPMA, including open space, recreation benefits,
minerals lands, livestock grazing, timber, and wildlife
habitat, among others, remain valid uses today.

     When programs to sell public lands as “revenue
assets” have been proposed, the costs to administer the
studies and sales have exceeded any revenue generated
from actual sales. When the American public is given
the opportunity to provide input on potential sales, they
make it clear that they cherish their western public lands,
and want them retained in the public interest of all
America’s citizens.

     Over the past 200 years, the Congress passed
numerous laws that authorized the use and disposal of
most of the original public domain lands to help settle
and develop the West.  The debate over the ownership
and management of the remaining 245 million acres is
not a new one. It has been addressed by Congress,
litigated in the Courts and dealt with administratively
through published regulations. These 245 million acres,

(Continued on Page 4.)
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Environment, and Related Agencies Appropriations
Act for Fiscal Year 2016, which purport to sell “unused”
federal land to raise revenues.  We offer that these
amendments would not achieve the purported outcome
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now known as the “National System of Public Lands”
are already owned by the citizens of the United States,
and administered by their federal Bureau of Land
Management.

     The Public Lands Foundation (PLF) is a national
nonprofit membership organization that advocates and
works for the retention of America’s National System
of Public Lands in public hands, professionally and
sustainably managed for responsible use and enjoyment
by American citizens. PLF endorses and embraces the
multiple use mission of the BLM. Members are
predominantly retired employees of the BLM from
across the United States and as such have spent their
careers dedicated to the sound management of these
valuable lands and resources. Many of our members
spent their careers managing the public lands located
throughout the West. They have personal knowledge of
these lands and unparalleled expert ise in their
management.

     The Poe amendments are not in the best interest of
the American public and we ask that they not be included
in the FY 2016 Appropriations Act for Interior,
Environment and Related Agencies, or any other
legislation.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

/s/ Edward W. Shepard, President

Identical letters sent to:
Ken Calvert,  Chair,  Subcommittee on Inter ior,
Environment & Related Agencies, and
Betty McCollum, Ranking Democrat, Subcommittee on
Interior, Environment & Related Agencies.

Solar and wind energy development - The PLF sent an
October 5, 2015 letter to BLM Director Kornze asking
that BLM publish the final rule which BLM has
developed for its solar and wind energy leasing program.

Venting and flaring rules – The PLF sent a letter on
September 10, 2015 to Secretary Sally Jewell urging
prompt action on the preparation of significant new

PLF ADVOCACY ACTIVITIES
(Continued from Page 3.)

venting and flaring rules being developed by the BLM
to reduce the waste of methane in oil and gas production.
The letter pointed out that there is an immediate need
for a new rule to address the issues nationwide.  Wasted
natural gas is a significant public health issue and has
determinate effects upon climate.

Wildfire suppression funding - The PLF joined with a
diverse set of 93 other State and nationwide conservation
organizations in sending an October 27, 2015 letter to
U. S. House and Senate leaders seeking and supporting
a new wildfire suppression funding framework to pay
for wildfire disasters on private, municipal, state and
federal lands.

Youth Initiatives and Community Partnerships - PLF
sent an October 27 letter to Interior Secretary Sally
Jewell reporting on the Youth Initiatives and Community
Partnerships discussions at the PLF’s Annual Meeting
in Arizona, and the work being done by BLM in Arizona
to get urban, inner city youth informed, interested, and
educated about natural resources and BLM public lands.
We recommended that action be taken at  the
Departmental level to review roadblocks and barriers to
hiring these young citizens into entry-level positions in
the BLM and other agencies in Interior.

PLF Statement before the Arizona Transfer of Federal
Lands Study Committee - On December 15, 2015, PLF
Director-at-large Mike Ferguson presented the following
statement before the Committee of Arizona State
Legislators, which is considering the State’s proposal to
“take back” the BLM lands in Arizona.

     “Thank you Chair Barton, Vice Chair Allen, and
members of the Committee for giving me an opportunity
to make a statement.

     My name is Mike Ferguson, and I am a Board member
of the Public Lands Foundation.

     The Public Lands Foundation is a national nonprofit
membership organization that advocates and works for
the retention of America’s public lands in public hands,
professionally and sustainably managed for responsible
common use and enjoyment.  Members are predominant-

(Continued on Page 5.)
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ly retired employees of the Bureau of Land Management
from across the United States who have spent their
careers dedicated to the sound management of these
valuable National Public Lands and resources.

     The Public Lands Foundation is opposed to the
transfer of the lands administered by the Bureau of Land
Management to the state of Arizona as is being
considered by this Committee.

     In 2015, approximately 245 million acres of the
original public domain lands remain in the National
System of Public Lands administered by the Bureau of
Land Management; 12.2 million acres are located in
Arizona.  The original public domain lands were either
ceded to the United States, or obtained through
negotiation, conquest and treaty settlements, or
purchase.  They were never owned by the states or
counties, as some have claimed.

     These lands are owned by and used by all American
citizens, and are important to the nation’s public, not
just state and local residents.  The Federal government
funds the majority of the cost of managing public use
and protecting the resources on these federal lands.  The
BLM’s budget for FY 2015 was $1.1 billion; with $57
million going to Arizona.  And, BLM in Arizona
manages these 12.2 million acres of land with 447 full-
time employees who represent 447 taxpaying families
with full-time jobs, most of which are located in rural
communities across the state.

     State and local governments share in much of the
revenue generated on public lands.  For example, in FY
2015, a total of nearly $440 million was given to local
governments under the Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILT)
program; $34.4 million to Arizona.  A large part of this
revenue would be lost to Arizona if the National Public
Lands were transferred into state ownership.

     The National System of Public Lands is a huge
reservoir of public lands and resources that must be kept
in public ownership to meet the current needs of the
American people and to help meet the as-yet-unknown,
and unknowable, needs of future generations.  We must
keep the options open for future natural resource needs
and public uses that we cannot possibly envision at this

PLF ADVOCACY ACTIVITIES
(Continued from Page 4.)

time.  These lands are posterity’s property and must be
managed as such.

     Transfer of the lands administered by the BLM in
Arizona to the State would be a big mistake and an
injustice to the American public to whom they currently
belong.

     Thank you for the opportunity to speak.”

Cliven Bundy Family – On January 5, 2016, the PLF
and the National Association of Forest Service Retirees
jointly sent a letter to the U.S. Attorney General, The
Honorable Loretta Lynch, expressing concerns about the
lack of progress being made to resolve a serious long-
standing law enforcement and safety issue impacting
Federal land managers across the West.  The letter
follows:

Dear Attorney General Lynch:

     We are writing on behalf of the Public Lands
Foundation (PLF) and the National Association of Forest
Service Retirees (NAFSR) to seek your commitment to
resolve a serious long-standing law enforcement and
safety issue impacting Federal land managers across the
West.

     As organizations comprised of professionals who have
successfully led the management of the public lands in
the United States, the PLF and NAFSR have a deep and
thorough understanding and appreciation for the
challenges you face in light of the illegal actions by the
Bundy family culminating in 2014. We are writing to
express our well-considered concerns and to support you
in taking actions we believe must be initiated as soon as
possible.
 
     For decades, the Bundy family has violated federal
laws and flagrantly defied federal authorities that were
enforcing the orders of the Federal Court and the law.
These highly publicized actions included pointing
powerful weapons at federal law enforcement officers
and threatening to shoot.  A recent article in the
Oregonian quoted activist Ryan Payne as saying
(referring to the Bundy standoff) “We had counter-sniper
positions on their sniper positions.  We had at least one
guy - sometimes two guys – per BLM agent in there.  If

(Continued on Page 6.)



THE PUBLIC LANDS

Monitor

PAGE 6

they made one wrong move, every single BLM agent in
that camp would have died.”  The threats to public land
managers and federal law enforcement have continued,
with no consequences.  Since the Bundy issue was made
prominent in 2014, there have been other confrontations
in Nevada, Utah, and Oregon.  The current issue in
Oregon involves the armed occupation of a National
Wildlife Refuge headquarters.

     As you know, the F.B.I. defines “domestic terrorism”
as actions which have three characteristics: (1) Involve
acts dangerous to human life that violate federal or state
law; (2) Appear intended (i) to intimidate or coerce a
civilian population; (ii) to influence the policy of a
government by intimidation or coercion; or (iii) to affect
the conduct of a government by mass destruction,
assassination, or kidnapping; and (3) occur primarily
within the territorial jurisdiction of the U.S.  The Bundy
actions have these three characteristics.
 
     Theodore Roosevelt, a champion of the public lands,
said it best, “In a moment of decision, the best thing
you can do is the right thing to do, the next best thing is
the wrong thing, and the worst thing you can do is
nothing.” In the current circumstances, doing nothing
has allowed these domestic terrorists to act with
impunity. It puts public land managers and Federal law
enforcement officials at risk and has created an
environment in which the American people are being
cheated from the use and enjoyment of their public lands.
The Rule of Law has been completely undermined by
the lack of prosecution in these cases.
 
     No one appreciates how difficult it is to deal with
people of this type of mentality more than we do.
Collectively, we have dealt with similar extremists
throughout our careers. We remind you that this is not a
new phenomenon.  We have dealt with similar types
during the so-called Sagebrush Rebellion, from the Posse
Comitatus, the sovereign citizens, environmental ex-
tremists and a multitude of others who have abused
the public lands and threatened public land managers.
In our experience we have learned that lawbreakers must
be held accountable in a timely manner or they will
gain power and become more dangerous. We are very
concerned that the longer that no action is taken, the
current situation will deteriorate and become more and
more dangerous for the dedicated people protecting the
public lands and the public legally using these lands.

PLF ADVOCACY ACTIVITIES
(Continued from Page 5.)

     The PLF is a 501(c)(3) national non-profit, all
volunteer membership conservation organization
founded in 1987. Its mission is to advocate and work for
the retention of America’s National System of Public
Lands in public hands, professionally and sustainably
managed for responsible common use and enjoyment.
PLF is an advocate for professional multiple use
management and protection of the public lands
administered by the BLM.  Most of PLF’s members are
retired former BLM employees, and the Board of
Directors serve as volunteers without compensation. 

     The National Association of Forest Service Retirees
is a private, independent, non-partisan, non-profit
association, whose members believe in the U.S. Forest
Service and its Mission!  Members dedicated their
careers to protecting, developing and managing the
nation’s National Forest System lands and advising and
cooperating here and around the world on such matters.

     We appreciate that you face challenges, but we
implore you to take appropriate action against those who
are making a mockery of the U.S. law.

Sincerely,

Edward W. Shepard, President
Public Lands Foundation

C. L. Newman, Jr., Executive Director
National Association of Forest Service Retirees
cc:
The Honorable Daniel G. Bogden, USA for NV
The Honorable Billy J. Williams, interim USA for OR
The Honorable Sally Jewell, Secretary of the Interior
The Honorable Tom Vilsack, Secretary of Agriculture
Mr. Neil Kornze, Director, Bureau of Land Management
Mr. Tom Tidwell, Chief, U.S. Forest Service
BLM State Directors
U.S.F.S. Regional Foresters

DONATIONS TO THE GEORGE D. LEA
FOUNDER’S SCHOLARSHIP FUND

Henri Bisson Kemp Conn
Elena Daly Dwight Hempel
Linda Hofman Eric Janes
John Kwiatkowski Blll LeBarron
Beau McClure Geoff Middaugh
James Monroe Ed Spang
John Stephenson Al Wright
Elaine Zielinski
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SHARON WILSON
PLF VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR

As was announced in the fall edition of the Monitor,
Sharon Wilson was recognized as the PLF’s 2015

Volunteer of the Year during the PLF Awards Banquet
last September.   Since she was not able to attend, her
plaque was sent to her at her home in Homer, Alaska.
Again, we wish to thank Sharon for the outstanding job
of editing and producing “America’s Public Lands:
origin, history, future,” and to share a photo of her with
her plaque and the brochure she produced.

Sharon Wilson

BLM AND PUBLIC LAND NEWS
(taken from BLM National and State websites

and news releases)

BLM Schedules Public Scoping Meetings on
Proposed Minerals Withdrawal in Sagebrush

Focal Areas and Extends Public Comment Period:  In
December, the BLM held a series of public meetings
across the West in Lakeview, Oregon; Salt Lake City,
Utah; Boise and Idaho Falls, Idaho; Sparks and Elko,
Nevada; Malta, Montana; and Rock Springs, Wyoming
to gather information on a proposal to withdraw public
lands determined to be crucial to the survival of the
greater sage-grouse from location and entry under the
1872 Mining Law for a period of up to 20 years.

Interior Department and the State of California
Announce Innovative Strategy for Renewable Energy
and Conservation on Public Lands in California
Desert:  On November 10, 2015, Interior Secretary Sally
Jewell and California Secretary for Natural Resources
John Laird announced the final environmental review
of an innovative landscape-scale blueprint to support
renewable energy development and conservation on 10
million acres of federal public lands managed by the
BLM in the California desert.  The release of the Final
Environmental Impact Statement for Phase 1 of the
Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan is a major
step forward, and a key part of the collaborative effort
to streamline renewable energy while conserving unique
and valuable desert ecosystems and promoting outdoor
recreation opportunities.

     The blueprint is part of a larger, comprehensive effort
with California, covering 22 million acres in the State’s
desert region.  Collectively, these lands contain the
potential to generate up to 20,000 megawatts of
renewable energy development, while meeting federal
and state renewable energy and climate change goals
through 2040.

BLM Director Unveils New, Interactive Mountain Bike
Maps:  On October 2, 2015, BLM Director Neil Kornze
attended Outerbike 2015, one of the nation’s most
important mountain bike events, to introduce a new
access tool for trail riders all across the country.
Developed by the BLM in partnership with the Inter-

(Continued on Page 8.)
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national Mountain Biking Association and the MTB
Project, the mobile-friendly online access tool features
interactive maps for 20 of the nation’s most popular trails
on public lands.  The maps can be accessed at
www.blm.gov/mountainbike.  The new suite of online
maps will improve the visitor’s experience by providing
helpful information and eye-catching visual images of
mountain biking recreation sites and trails.  By making
this information accessible to the public, the BLM aims
to encourage more Americans to get outside and enjoy
their public lands.

BLM AND PUBLIC LAND NEWS
(Continued from Page 7.)

THE PAST AND THE FUTURE PROJECT
By Elaine Zielinski and Justin Robins

The Past and the Future: a BLM/PLF Partnership”
project gives retirees a chance to share their

experiences with a student in the BLM Pathways
orientation class held twice a year. The retirees also
have an opportunity to learn from those new employees,
hearing what challenges they face in their careers with
BLM.  We have completed about 40 matches so far.

     The following thoughts come from BLM employee
Justin Robins, an Outdoor Recreation Planner at the
King Range National Conservation Area in California,
who participated in the first offering of “The Past and
the Future” in February 2015.

     “I have always enjoyed connecting with the past.
Like many, I too enjoy good conversation and good
company.  Thanks to the Public Lands Foundation (PLF)
I was able to connect with our public lands history while
enjoying good company and conversation through PLF’s
“The Past and the Future” program. Back in February,
I attended BLM’s “Pathways” in Phoenix, Arizona,
where I was given the opportunity to be partnered with
a retired BLM employee for a dual interview. When I
heard that Ed Hastey was still available I jumped at the
chance. I knew that Ed had worked in the King Range
National Conservation Area (where I currently serve)
and helped to build its first recreation sites and public
access roads.

     A couple of months later, Ed and I met up in Sacra-

mento for our interviews. I enjoyed learning Ed’s early
history with BLM and how President Kennedy’s
administration pressed for the development and better
management of recreation opportunities across BLM
lands. Ed was showing me BLM’s development into a
true multiple-use organization. We talked extensively
about the King Range Act, the former Eastern Mojave
Scenic Area, and the Mono Lake Basin. Each piece
helping to tell the story of where BLM is today. I want
to thank Ed Hastey and the PLF for this opportunity and
I’d like to encourage other BLMers and PLFers to
participate in this important program.  

     There is a story of the land and the people who use it
or have used it and each day a part of that story is leaving
BLM.  It may be soon that a very large number of the
storytellers retire. We must, and I must, make an effort
to learn from those who have knowledge of BLM’s
history, and how that knowledge applies to the land today
and how it may apply in the future. We must help to
transfer the knowledge and the know-how. Successful
sharing of the stories of the land and its people create
awareness and improved consciousness and leads to
critical thinking from those who are listening. The more
we listen, the more we understand and we are better
able to connect with each other at BLM and from BLM
to the public. The more we connect the better our land
stewardship will become.  Keep connecting.”  

     The PLF and the BLM want to continue offering this
program to new employees at the Pathways sessions in
February and May of 2016.  Retirees, we need you to
sign up.  It is easy and fun and we will be capturing part
of the history that you lived while an employee at BLM.
We have had a nice cross section of retirees participating
so far; State Directors, archaeologists, planners,
biologists, District Managers, Field Managers, Deputy
State Directors for Administration, Deputy State
Directors for Resources, Executive Assistants, to name
a few. We need another 40 retirees to sign up so we can
continue to give people like Justin a chance to hear your
stories.  Everyone in BLM has a story to tell, so share
it!!

     To sign up, or get a little more information, contact
Elaine Zielinski by email at elaine.zielinski@gmail.com
or phone at 480-292-0341 or Beau McClure at
vpops@publicland.org.  We hope to hear from you so
we can “keep connecting,” as Justin says.
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ANDREW (ANDY) J. SENTI
1925 – 2015

December 20, 2015

Everyone,

     It is with a sad heart that I send this note.  Yesterday,
our beloved Andy Senti passed away peacefully at the
Western Hills Health Care Center.  

     Andy touched numerous employees throughout the
BLM and also with many folks in other agencies.  His
amazing career in federal service spanned 67 years.  He
was an iconic BLMer whose knowledge and advise was
sought by many.  Andy started his federal service in the
Army during World War II and worked 63 years in the
BLM.  He will be greatly missed for his ready smile,
his helpful attitude, and his unparalleled knowledge of
BLM’s lands program and history.  Andy told me at my
Swearing In ceremony that he has worked for every BLM
Colorado State Director.  I am honored to have had the
opportunity to know and work with him.

     Services have not yet been planned.  We will pass
along that information as soon as we have it.

Ruth Welch, State Director, Colorado
Bureau of Land Management 

with a degree in Range Management.   He began his
Federal career with the Forest Service at Muddy Creek
Ranger Station on the Grand Mesa National Forest.  In
1951, Andy was hired as a Range Management Assistant
in the BLM Regional Office for Utah and Colorado,
located in Salt Lake City. He worked in this office until
1954 and worked on field examining individual tracts
of land that were under homestead application.  In 1954
he joined a number of other BLM employees from
various regions and formed the Colorado State Office.
He worked in resource inventory in the Arkansas River
Basin as a precursor to some of the BLM’s first real
land use planning efforts.

     Andy has served as a Land Law Examiner, Appraiser,
Staff Supervisor, and as a Realty Specialist, all in the
BLM Colorado State Office. His dedication,
dependability, initiative, enthusiasm, integrity, and
loyalty have been demonstrated time and again and he
has touched the lives of countless BLM staff and
managers.  He has provided exceptional customer service
to the general public and to many interest groups and
stakeholders doing business with the Bureau of Land
Management. His breadth of knowledge in understanding

     Following is the citation that accompanied the
Lifetime Service Award that the PLF granted to
Andrew J. Senti in 2009.

     “Andrew J. Senti is a Realty Specialist in the
Colorado State Office who has given a lifetime of service
with integrity and honor.  He exemplifies the dedication
of a civil servant who puts mission ahead of personal
gain.  Andy has 60 years of federal service of which 57
years has been with BLM.  During his 57 years with
BLM he has been an employee averaging over twelve
hours a day, seven days a week.  Andy takes pride in his
work and promotes the BLM mission.  He is an iconic
figure who has touched the careers of many employees
and has served the public tirelessly.

     Andy was born in 1925 in Kline, Colorado and
attended a nearby country school.  He started High
School in Marvel, Colorado and finished in Durango.
He attended Fort Lewis College and eventually
graduated from Utah State University in Logan, Utah

Andy Senti (Continued on Page 10.)
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the history of public land management is unsurpassed. 

     Many seasoned managers in the BLM can recall their
first weeks on the job when they received orientation
on public land management.  He possesses a
commanding knowledge of public land history and
parcels of land in Colorado.

     While his reputation is known throughout BLM
Colorado, he is also well known throughout the Bureau.
Andy often is called upon by offices nationwide,
including other federal and state agencies to provide
historical insight into complicated issues.  He continues
to demonstrate outstanding professional performance by
sharing his vision, experiences, expertise, etc. to all
interested in public land resource management.

     In 1945, Andy received the Asiatic Pacific Service
Medal and the World War II Victory Medal.  In 1978
he received the DOI Meritorious Service Award and in
1990 received the DOI Distinguished Service Award. 
In August 2009 he was awarded the DOI Lifetime
Achievement Award for his 60 years of service.”

ANDREW (ANDY) J. SENTI
(Continued from Page 9.)

REPORT ON PLF’S ROLE IN 2015
NATIONAL PUBLIC LANDS DAY

PROGRAM

In 2015, PLF contributed $2,500 of its own money
for NPLD projects to supplement $2,500 each from

the BLM and the National Environmental Education
Foundation, for a total of $7,500.  A balance of
$2,118.27 from 2014 increased the total dollars
available for 2015 to $9,618.27.

     A total of 31 requests for reimbursement were
received from 12 states—Alaska (2), Arizona (3),
California (5), Colorado (10), Idaho (1), Montana (2),
Nevada (2), New Mexico (2), South Dakota (1), Utah
(1), Virginia (1), and Wyoming (1)—for a total of
$9,920.00.  However, several offices that made requests
did not need the funding and other offices used less
than requested.  Thus, the total expended was $7,782.31.

The balance of $1,835.96 will be held over to use in
2016 NPLD projects.

Following is a listing of the 2015 reimbursements:
1.    AK— Anchorage Field Office (FO); Campbell Creek

Science Center; Campbell Tract Project—$400.00
helped with the purchase of food, beverages and live
entertainment for more than 100 volunteers who
helped cleanup and repair facilities at the Center
and approximately 350 members of the public who
attended the NPLD celebration and open house.

2.  AK—Glennallen FO; Yakutat area public lands
project—$400.00 for food for 45 volunteers who
picked up marine debris and trash from a popular
beach.

3.  AZ—Safford FO; Serna Cabin Recreation Site
Project—$167.16 for food and drinks for 29
volunteers who stabilized the historic Serna Cabin
and stenciled and placed garbage cans to help
beautify various recreation sites.

4.  AZ—Safford FO; Dos Cabezas Wilderness Area
Project—$81.42 for food and drinks for 12
volunteers who dismantled and removed a non-
functioning wildlife guzzler, cleaned up over 200
pounds of trash around the site and hauled it out of
the Wilderness Area.

5. AZ—Tucson FO; Ironwood Forest National
Monument Project—$300.00 for lunches for 20
volunteers who planted seed balls on a restoration
site, did trail maintenance on the upper Waterman’s
trail, did erosion control on the lower Waterman’s
trail, marked off a path with rocks from the parking
lot to the lower trail head, and installed portal signs
around the National Monument.

6.   CA—Arcata FO; King Range National Monument;
Paradise Royale Bike Trail Project—$400 were
requested, but none were needed or reimbursed since
the project was cancelled due to community & fire
events.

7.   CA—Barstow FO; East Stoddard Valley OHV Area
Project—$361.97 was used to purchase rakes and
buckets used by approximately 200 volunteers who
cleaned up trash in the area.

8.   CA—Bishop FO; Alabama Hills Cleanup—$325.58
was used to purchase food for 30 volunteers who
constructed 1.5 miles of trail.

9.  CA—Bakersfield FO; Carrizo Plain National
Monument Project—$83.23 was used to purchase

(Continued on Page 11.)
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    snacks for 40 volunteers who provided a general
cleanup of the Education Center, trimmed trees,
planted native plants, repaired picnic tables,
removed an old kiosk, and pulled weeds.

10. CA—California Desert District; Los Angeles County
Fair-America’s Great Outdoors Project—$223.46
was used to purchase food and supplies for
volunteers who helped with demonstrations, tours,
and education of over 110,000 members of the
public who attended the Fair on September 26.

11. CO—Royal Gorge FO; Shelf Road Recreation
Area—$342.69 was used to purchase food and work
gloves for 18 volunteers who helped to close and
restore 107 lineal feet of non-designated social trail,
improve 44 linear feet of designated tail, construct
rock retaining walls to reinforce belay platforms,
and build a rock staircase of 12 steps on a key access
trail.

12.CO—Royal Gorge FO; Gold Belt Tour Byway
Project—$200 was requested, but no funds were
needed or reimbursed.

13.  CO—Royal Gorge FO; Garden Park Project—$400
was used as partial payment for renting a truck and
for food for 45 volunteers who constructed 1.5 miles
of new hiking and biking trail.

14. CO—Gunnison FO; Chance Gulch & Sagehen
Gulch Projects—$189.89 was used to purchase food
and ice for 17 volunteers who constructed six rock
mulch structures, two rock run downs and one rock
dam.

15. CO—Gunnison Gorge National Conservation Area;
Gunnison Gorge Wilderness Project—$200.00 was
used to purchase lunches for 27 volunteers who
constructed steps and helped improve hiking access
into a very important archaeological site, Eagle
Rock Shelter.

16. CO—Uncompahgre FO; Ridgeway Area Trails
Project—$207.89 was used to purchase lunches for
13 volunteers who built a half mile of non-motorized
trail.

17.  CO—Tres Rios FO; Phil’s World Project—$410.88
was used to purchase food for nearly 50 volunteers
who collected about 2,000 pounds of trash.

18. CO—Kremmling FO; Wolford OHV Project—
$392.66 was used to purchase food and supplies for

REPORT ON PLF’S ROLE IN 2015 NATIONAL
PUBLIC LANDS DAY PROGRAM

(Continued from Page 10.)

     volunteers who constructed 1,550 feet of Buck &
Rail fencing and 600 feet of new single track trail.

19. CO—Kremmling FO; Upper Colorado River
Cleanup Project—$391.95 was used to purchase
food and supplies for 110 volunteers who picked up
32 bags of garbage and ¾ of a pickup bed worth of
assorted large metal items.

20. CO—White River FO; Canyon Pintado National
Historic District Project—$380.00 was used to
purchase bridge decking which BLM staff and
volunteers installed.

21. ES—Lower Potomac FO; Meadowood Special
Recreation Management Area Project—$400.00
was a partial payment for meals for 180 volunteers
who enhanced Eagle Trail by constructing benches,
a gazebo, interpretative signs, bird boxes, and tree
trimming.   They also weeded, seeded and mulched
the Gunston Elementary school courtyard habitat
area.

22. ID—Shoshone FO; Little Wood River-Riverwood
Ranch Project—$150 was requested, but no
purchases were made and no payment was made.

23.MT—Billings FO; Pompeys Pillar National
Monument Project—$129.27 was used to purchase
food for 20 volunteers who pulled weeds, planted
native plants, and removed trash and debris.

24. MT—Upper Missouri River Breaks NM; Wood
Bottom Recreation Area Project—$118.74 was used
to purchase food for 16 volunteers who painted
fences and removed old, damaged fence materials.

25. NV—Tuscarora FO; South Fork Reservoir State Park
Project—$99.71 was used to purchase beverages,
snacks and supplies for 60 volunteers who planted
130 trees, stained kiosks and collected litter.

26.  NV—Southern Nevada FO; Red Rock Canyon NCA
—$424.81 was used to purchase food and supplies
for more than 100 volunteers who made major repairs
to a boardwalk, which allowed the BLM to open a
section that had been closed to the public since
spring.  In addition, volunteers trimmed vegetation
around the boardwalk and spring area and completed
trail maintenance on trails damaged by water erosion.

27. NM—Farmington FO; Alien Run and Glade Run
Recreation Areas Project—$400.00 was used to

(Continued on Page 12.)
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    purchase porta-johns, sunscreen, bug spray and
canopies for water stations used by approximately
500 volunteers that picked up 10.13 tons of illegally
dumped trash, permanently marked 26 miles of
bicycle/ATV/UTV trail and signed nine jeep trail-
heads.

28.  NM—Carlsbad FO; La Cueva Mountain Bike Trails
Project—$400.00 was used to purchase food and
supplies for 43 volunteers who cleaned up one illegal
dump site, hauled off two truck loads of trash,
trimmed vegetation along trails, built water bars,
repaired washouts and installed signage.

29.  SD—South Dakota FO; Deadwood Big Horn Sheep
Water Guzzler Project—$129.53 was used to
purchase food and supplies for 18 volunteers who
installed a wildlife water guzzler.

30. UT—Cedar City FO; Thunderbird Gardens
Project—$395.72 was used to purchase supplies and
food for approximately 100 volunteers who built
trail and cleaned up dump sites, shooting debris and
bond fires.

31. WY—Kemmerer FO; Freedom Rock Project—
$67.77 was used to purchase food for nine volunteers
who picked up trash around the vicinity of Freedom
Rock, an area known for illegal dumping and
partying.  Volunteers also posted carsonite signs
along an illegal two-track heading up the hill behind
the rock, and repaired eroded ruts in illegal trails.

PLF’S 2015 LANDSCAPE STEWARDSHIP
AWARD AND CERTIFICATE

REPORT ON PLF’S ROLE IN 2015
NATIONAL

PUBLIC LANDS DAY PROGRAM
(Continued from Page 11.)

In 2015, The Public Lands Foundation recognized one
individual, a family, and two organizations that

worked to advance and sustain community-based
stewardship on landscapes that include, in whole or in
part  public lands administered by the BLM.
Nominations came from the BLM.   The organization
receiving this year’s Award, Gila Watershed Partnership,
and the organization receiving a Certificate of
Appreciation, the Arizona Resource Advisory Council
Grazing Subcommittee, are recognized below.  The other

two Certificate winners will be recognized in a
subsequent edition of the Monitor.

     The 2015 Landscape Stewardship Award was
presented to the Gila Watershed partnership in Safford,
Arizona.  The Award Citation reads as follows:

AWARD
Gila Watershed Partnership (Arizona)

      The Public Lands Foundation presents the Gila
Watershed Partnership with its 2015 Landscape
Stewardship Award and this Citation.  The Foundation
grants this recognition to honor private citizens and
organizations that work to advance and sustain
community-based stewardship on landscapes that
include, in whole or in part, public lands administered
by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM).

     The Gila Watershed Partnership works to improve
the health of the land in the 7,354 square-mile Gila
watershed in southeastern Arizona on a mixture of land
that is 47% federal, 28% tribal, 15% state, and 10%
private.  The watershed includes the Gila River and its
tributaries between the San Carlos Apache Reservation
and the Arizona-New Mexico state line.

     The Partnership is a goal-oriented, success-driven
visionary organization.  It has set clear goals and a series
of steps to accomplish them.  The Partnership has made
a substantial commitment of time – likely thousands of
hours – and talent to sustain this community-based
stewardship effort.  Projects have been completed on
BLM-managed public lands, but also on state and private
lands.  This demonstrates to participants how the
watershed ties the community together and how all
benefit from its enhancement.  The individuals and
organization partners saw a problem – watershed health
– and took a leadership role to address it on a landscape
scale through site-specific projects that resulted in overall
watershed enhancement. The Partnership is comprised
of local citizens that volunteer their time and expertise
for the good of the community.  There are only two part-
time paid staff members that coordinate the group’s
efforts, track funding, and ensure that deadlines are met.

     The Partnership has been a catalyst for demonstrating
effective approaches that result in good stewardship of
local lands and resources for the past 22 years.  They do
this by bringing together more than 20 federal, state,

(Continued on Page 13.)
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and local agencies; local businesses and national
corporations; non-profits; educational institutions and
private citizens.

     The Gila Watershed Partnership designs programs
and projects to address watershed issues and seeks
funding to implement them. Past projects have included
the sealing of saline wells, large- and small-scale
erosion-control projects, a fluvial geomorphology study,
river cleanup projects, a vehicle recycling program, an
E.coli reduction research project, livestock exclusion
from sensitive riparian areas and construction of off-
riparian well projects, the Upper Gila Watershed Master
Watershed Steward Program, economic development
projects, and many, many more.

     The Public Lands Foundation is pleased to present
the Gila Watershed Partnership with its 2015 Landscape
Stewardship Award and this Citation for invaluable
contributions to the stewardship of America’s public
landscapes.

/s/ Edward W. Shepard, President
September 22, 2015

PLF’S 2015 LANDSCAPE STEWARDSHIP
AWARD AND CERTIFICATE

(Continued from Page 12.)

Steve Eady (center), Executive Director, Gila Wa-
tershed Partnership, receives PLF’s 2015 Landscape
Stewardship Award from Beau McClure, PLF Vice
President for Operations, with Scott Cooke (left),
Safford BLM Field Office Manager, who nominated
the Partnership for the award

The Public Lands Foundation presents the Arizona
Resource Advisory Council Grazing Subcommittee

with a 2015 Landscape Stewardship Certificate of
Appreciation and this Citation.  The Foundation grants
this recognition to honor private citizens and
organizations that work to advance and sustain
community-based stewardship on landscapes that
include, in whole or in part, public lands administered
by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM).

     The formation of the Grazing Subcommittee started
as a response to the fear of grazing permit renewal in the
Kingman Field Office ending up in litigation and long-
standing partnerships would be at risk at the local and
regional level.  Working with both the Mohave Livestock
Association and the Arizona Cattle Growers offered a
locally supported solution at a time when local grazing
issues were quickly becoming national issues.  In an era
where management decisions can lead to environmental
conflict, the Grazing Subcommittee decided to chart
another course.  Stakeholder buy-in for BLM-offered
solutions is always a notable goal.  The Subcommittee,
through investment of time and commitment, created a
workable, viable alternative.  Through the extraordinary
efforts of the team, an adaptive management alternative
was embraced by the BLM.

     To address grazing issues on a landscape scale, the
Grazing Subcommittee regularly attended night
meetings, field trips, and participated in training in the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and adaptive
management.  One of the first tasks the Grazing
Subcommittee accomplished was creating a purpose
statement to develop an alternative that met the BLM’s
multiple-use mission while supporting a viable, local
ranching operation.   The leadership within the
Subcommittee was bringing stakeholders together to
develop a plan that could get consensus support from
participants as well as the BLM.  No matter how many
meetings or field trips they needed to attend, their
ultimate goal was to understand the issues and forge an
agreement that everyone could accept at the end of the
process.

     The Grazing Subcommittee has shown commitment,
leadership and vision in developing Arizona BLM’s first

CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION
Arizona Resource Advisory Council Grazing

Subcommittee

(Continued on Page 14.)
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ever adaptive management program for livestock
grazing.  The work of these community members has
helped avoid protracted conflict over renewal of grazing
permits and has brought the science of adaptive
management to the Colorado River District and the
Kingman Field Office.

     The Public Lands Foundation is pleased to present
the Arizona Resource Advisory Council Grazing
Subcommittee with a 2015 Landscape Stewardship
Certificate of Appreciation and this Citation for
invaluable contributions to the stewardship of America’s
public landscapes.

/s/ Edward W. Shepard, President
September 22, 2015

CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION
Arizona Resource Advisory Council Grazing

Subcommittee
(Continued from Page 13.)

Gary Watson, Mohave County Supervisor (left); Jim O’Haco, President, Arizona Cattle Growers Association
(2nd from right); and Patrick Bray, Arizona Cattle Growers Association (right) received a PLF Landscape
Stewardship Certificate of Appreciation and Citation on behalf of the Arizona Resource Advisory Council
Grazing Subcommittee from Beau McClure, PLF Vice President for Operations (3rd from left).  Roxie
Trost, BLM Colorado River District Manager (2nd from left) nominated the Subcommittee for the award;
and Ray Suazo, BLM Arizona State Director (3rd from right), participated in the ceremony.  Grazing
Subcommittee members not present are Doug Traub, RAC member and Subcommittee Lead; Dawn Hubbs,
RAC member and Subcommittee Co-Chair; Clay Overson, Mohave Livestock Association; Dee Kephart,
Arizona Game & Fish Department; Jack Ehrhardt, private citizen; and Anita Waite, private citizen.

Like us on Facebook at:
https://www.facebook.com/publiclandfdn

Follow us on Twitter at:
https://twitter.com/PublicLandFdn

Enjoy us on YouTube at:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCN1xue81zjyix7xhR65uSVQ
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     An electronic copy of the application form can be
found by clicking on “Scholarship Application” under
“George Lea Scholarship” in the Directory of the PLF
website at www.publicland.org.

CALL FOR APPLICANTS FOR PLF’S
GEORGE LEA FOUNDER’S SCHOLARSHIP

IN MEMORIUM

The PLF regrets to inform you that the following
longtime BLM employees have passed on.

Arthur L. Burr, BLM Forester in the Salem District
Office, on October 1, 2015, in Salem, Oregon.

Chuck Calkins, BLM Wyoming State Fire Officer for

MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS

Received from: In Memory of:
James Currivan Carol Allen
Mike Gardner Dick Larimer and Lin

Livermore
Eric Janes Buster Riley
Rebecca Johnson Kelly R. Johnson
Van Manning Carol Allen
John Marks Bob Riley,

Earl Schmalle and
Andy Ondrof

David Mari Janet Yaye Singer,
Lynda Gayle Kastoll, and
Albert E. “Pete” Steele

Beau McClure Clair Whitlock,
Andy Senti

Les Rosenkrance Robert “Bob” Jones,
Carol Allen, and
Fred Runge

Louise Senzel Irving and Jennie Senzel
Charles Switzer George Gurr and others gone

before

many years, on September 30, 2015, in Cheyenne,
Wyoming.

Robert (Bob) Lyle, Cadastral Surveying Technician for
BLM in Arizona on December 4, 2015, in Phoenix,
Arizona.

Hartly Hansen, who worked for the BLM in the Arizona
Strip District at St. George, Utah, on October 13, 2015;
in St. George, Utah.

William Huntington Jr., who worked as Safety Officer
for the BLM at the Arizona State office in Phoenix,
Arizona, on August 25, 2015.

Clair (Sam) Whitlock, BLM District Manager on the
Arizona Strip in Arizona; Elko, Nevada and Boise,
Idaho; and BLM State Director in Arizona and Idaho;
on December 15, 2015, in Boise, Idaho.

Andrew (Andy) J. Senti, who had 57 years of Federal
service in the BLM lands program, primarily in the
Denver, Colorado Offices; on December 19, 2015, in
Denver, Colorado.

Odeen Yeary,  Stenographer and Land Law Examiner
for the BLM in Idaho in the Idaho Falls and Boise
Offices, on October 20, 2015; in Boise, Idaho.

DONATIONS SOUGHT!

YOUR HELP IS REQUESTED!  The PLF is seeking
to raise $10,000 through donations this year to

finance the two $5,000 George Lea Founder ’s
Scholarship grants.  Donations should be sent to the
Public Lands Foundation, P.O. Box 7226, Arlington,
VA 22207.  In your transmittal, please make sure to
mention that your donation is for the George Lea
Founder’s Scholarship Fund.  PLF Past President Henri
Bisson has again agreed to match the first $1,000 that
is donated to the Fund.

Attention students at New Mexico State University,
Oklahoma State University, Texas A&M, Delaware

State University, West Virginia University, and PLF
members, BLM employees and others who know
students attending these institutions.  Full time students
attending these institutions in a natural resource or public
land policy curriculum, with an interest in public land
management, are encouraged to apply for one of two
$5,000 George Lea Founder’s Scholarships that will be
granted in 2016.

     Each of the two scholarships consist of the following
elements: 1) $5,000 to be used toward tuition expenses,
2) an invitation to attend the next PLF Annual Meeting
with all transportation and living expenses paid, and 3)
the opportunity to “shadow” a local BLM manager for
a day.
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