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I. Introduction and Purpose

Welcome to our abbreviated Yom Kippur service.  Yom Kippur is a very special day, the holiest
day on the entire Jewish calendar. It is a time when we ask our Heavenly Father for forgiveness
for all of our sins through fasting and sincere repentance.
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Although for us believers the Messiah, Yeshua, was and always will be our ultimate atonement,
Yeshua also said that until heaven and earth disappear not the smallest stroke will pass from the
Torah, and we know Messiah fasted even when it was not required (Matthew 17:21) so how
much more would he have done when his Heavenly Father mandated it?

In fact, after teaching his most famous prayer in Matthew 6:9-13, Yeshua even spoke in detail
about the need for forgiveness and proper fasting in tandem, which is the heart of Yom Kippur:

For if you forgive men their transgressions, your Father who is in heaven will also
forgive you. But if you do not forgive men, your Father will also not forgive you your
transgressions. And when you fast, you should not be sad like the pretenders who please
only men for they disfigure their expression so that they may be seen by men that they
are fasting. And truly I say to you that they have received their reward. But whenever you
fast, wash your face and anoint your head. 18 So that you will not be seen by men that
you are fasting, but by your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees in secret,
He will reward you. (Matthew 6:14-17 -  The Apostolic Writings)

Yom Kippur was also kept by Messiah’s disciples. Even more than thirty years after the
resurrection, the Gospel writer Luke thought it important to refer to Yom Kippur and the fact that
Paul was delayed until after it was over (Acts 27:9). In other places Luke explains how fasting
properly was an important component of the prayer life of the apostles:

And while [the apostles] were fasting and supplicating to Elohim, the Ruach haKodesh
said to them, "Set apart Shaul and Bar-Naba to me to do that which I have called them."
And after they had fasted and they had prayed, they laid hands upon them and they sent
them. (Acts 13:2-3 -  The Apostolic Writings; also see Acts 14:23)

The occasion however was first mandated by Moses, and every year Torah keepers around the
world remember the original instructions regarding it in Leviticus 16 as well as the Temple
service (or avodah) that came later.  One of the most important places we are told about this
important occasion is here:

And יהוה spoke to Mosheh, saying, “On the tenth day of this seventh month is the Day of
Atonement. It shall be a set-apart gathering for you. And you shall afflict your beings,
and shall bring an offering made by fire to .יהוה “And you do no work on that same day,
for it is the Day of Atonement, to make atonement for you before יהוה your Elohim. “For
any being who is not afflicted on that same day, he shall be cut off from his people.
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“And any being who does any work on that same day, that being I shall destroy from the
midst of his people. “You do no work – a law forever throughout your generations in all
your dwellings. ‘It is a Sabbath of rest to you, and you shall afflict your beings. On the
ninth day of the month at evening, from evening to evening, you observe your Sabbath.”
(Leviticus 23:26-32 – The Scriptures 1998)

As a result, because the fasting actually takes place on the late afternoon of the 9th, many Jews
today attend synagogue in advance of the commencement of Yom Kippur for a special service
called Kol Nidre. Meaning “all vows” in Aramaic, the purpose of this evening service is to ask
Elohim for forgiveness for voluntary vows that were made in haste or error.  It has not bearing
however on vows, oaths or obligations imposed by others or by legal authorities.

The Kol Nidre service is also known as Ma’ariv because it takes place in the evening. After that,
Jews go home and return to synagogue at about 8:00 AM to do the morning service, called
Shacharit, which has Torah readings from Leviticus and a small prayer for those mourning the
death of an immediate family member.

Shacharit is then followed by a lengthy account of the Temple service or “avodah” and other
special prayers that comprise the Musaf or “additional” section. After Musaf, the Book of Jonah
is read in what is called the Mincha service that takes up the rest of the afternoon. At that point,
many synagogues will take a break for a few hours and then the worshippers will return towards
the end of the day for the Neilah or the “closing of the gates”, which is the last opportunity to ask
Father Yah for forgiveness.  It is customary during this last prayer that those who are able to
stand until the end, when the shofar will sound a great long blast called tekiah gedolah, ending
the service and the fast about a half hour after sunset.

In our case however, we will be going through an abbreviated service that attempts to combine
the very best parts of all of these services with a break in the middle for those who need it. While
this is also a fast day, for those who have any medical challenges such as diabetes, some snacks
are provided in the event of an emergency. Your health and welfare must always be the primary
concern for your time here with us. Matters of health will override Torah obligations here, but if
you can do this it is a very good thing for you to make the attempt!

With those thoughts in mind, let us begin the service and thank you for being here!

Andrew Gabriel Roth

September 16th, 2021
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II. Beginning the Abbreviated Service

Blessing of the Scriptures (Prayer Leader reads):

(If the elders and other attendees are familiar with the responsive sections to this prayer, they are
encouraged to join in as they see fit, but this is not required.)

Barchu et-Yahweh hamvorach

(Cong. Baruch Yahweh hamvorach lay-oh-lam va-ed)

Baruch Yahweh hamvorach lay-oh-lam va-ed

Baruch ata Yah-weh, Elo-hay-nu Melech Ha-Olam

Asher bachar banu michol ha-ah-meem

Ve-nah-tan lanu et-torah tow

Baruch ata Yah-weh no-tayn ha-Torah (ve’breet chah-dash-ah)

ALL READ IN UNISON IN ENGLISH:

Bless Yahweh, Who is to be blessed

Blessed is Yahweh, Who is to be blessed forever and ever

Blessed are You, Yahweh our Elohim, King of the Universe,

Who chose us from all the peoples and gave to us His Torah

Blessed are You, Yahweh, Giver of the Torah (and the Renewed Covenant Scriptures)

Prayer Leader:

And in Aramaic we further proclaim [Prayer Leader reads Aramaic; the rest respond in
English]:

Kul shoob-kha luh-MarYAH beh-shmaya (Cong. All glory to Master Yah in heaven)

Prayer Leader:

In traditional synagogues, Yom Kippur would be one of the special times the faithful would
celebrate our precious Torah by parading it through the assembly. As the Torah scroll would pass
by, worshippers would show reverence for Father Yah’s Words by touching it with either their
prayer book or a tassel that is on their prayer shawl (tallit) or tzit-tzit. This act was meant to show
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continuity between the Torah given by Father Yah at Sinai to Moshe and our individual
commitments to be His Set-Apart people today.

However, even without an actual Torah scroll here, we can still make this amazing spiritual
connection, for our Savior Messiah Yeshua came down to us as the Word—the Torah—made
flesh, and he touched each of us with his love, wisdom, forgiveness of our sins and eternal life.

Let us then, on this Set-Apart Yom Kippur day, remember this very well as I repeat that special
promise from our Savior Yeshua in the original Aramaic as well as in English.

Prayer Leader begins the following:

Yochanan (John) 3:16-17

Thus, for Elohim loved the world so as he would give His Only-Begotten Son, that whoever
would believe in him would not perish, but would have life that is eternal.

For Elohim did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to give life to the
world through him.

All: Awmayn!

Prayer Leader continues:

Kaddish is a very prominent prayer in Jewish tradition and it exists in many variations. The most
prominent one is the Mourner’s Kaddish which, even in a time of grief, teaches us to focus on
the majesty and beauty of our Elohim and how He is to be exalted in all things, small and great,
good and bad.

The first elder may, at his discretion, recite the Kaddish prayer either just in English or first in
English, followed by their own Hebrew reading or transliteration. Elder #1 may also elect to
have the Prayer Leader do the Hebrew with him following with the English.

Elder #1:

And so we affirm the sanctity and majesty of our Elohim even as we fast, beat our breasts and
beg for forgiveness for our sins. Please reflect silently on what you are about to hear as I read
from the English:

 

Yit'gadal v'yit'kadash sh'mei raba (Cong: Amen.).

May His great Name grow exalted and sanctified (Cong: Amen.)
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b'al'ma di v'ra khir'utei

in the world that He created as He willed.

 

v'yam'likh mal'khutei b'chayeikhon uv'yomeikhon

May He give reign to His kingship in your lifetimes and in your days,

 

uv'chayei d'khol beit yis'ra'eil

and in the lifetimes of the entire Family of Israel,

  

ba'agala uviz'man kariv v'im'ru:

swiftly and soon. Now say: Amen

(Mourners and Congregation:)

 

Amein. Y'hei sh'mei raba m'varakh l'alam ul'al'mei al'maya

(Amen. May His great Name be blessed forever and ever.)

 

Yit'barakh v'yish'tabach v'yit'pa'ar v'yit'romam v'yit'nasei

Blessed, praised, glorified, exalted, extolled,

 

v'yit'hadar v'yit'aleh v'yit'halal sh'mei d'kud'sha

mighty, upraised, and lauded be the Name of the Holy One

(Mourners and Congregation:)
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B'rikh hu.

Blessed is He.

 

l'eila min kol bir'khata v'shirata

beyond any blessing and song,

 

toosh'b'chatah v'nechematah, da'ameeran b'al'mah, v'eemru:

praise and consolation that are uttered in the world. Now say:

(Mourners and Congregation:)

 

Amen

 

Y'hei sh'lama raba min sh'maya

May there be abundant peace from Heaven

 

v'chayim aleinu v'al kol yis'ra'eil v'im'ru

and life upon us and upon all Israel. Now say:

(Mourners and Congregation:)

 

Amen

 

Oseh shalom bim'romav hu ya'aseh shalom

He Who makes peace in His heights, may He make peace,
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aleinu v'al kol Yis'ra'eil v'im'ru

upon us and upon all Israel. Now say:

(Mourners and Congregation:)

 

Amen

And we also add: In the Name of our Master, Yeshua the Messiah, the Light of the World.
Awmayn !1

Elder #2: The Shema Prayer:

The Shema prayer, beginning in Deuteronomy 6:4, is the oldest and most sacred prayer in the
Biblical tradition. It is literally, as an old hymn says, the song of Moshe and the song of the
Lamb, our Savior Yeshua the Messiah. It was first sung by Moshe on the last day of his life to
affirm the oneness and sanctity of the one true Elohim, the Rock and Shield of Israel. It was later
confirmed later by Yeshua Messiah in Mark 12:29, where he called the Shema “the first of all the
Commandments”. As we then on this Yom Kippur evening turn towards the Rock of our
salvation, Abba YHWH, let us reaffirm our covenantal commitment to the simplest yet most
profound truth in all of the Scripture:

Hebrew (sung by all, facing east):

Shema Yis-rah-ayl, Yah-weh El-oh-hay-noo, Yah-weh eh-chad.

Bah-rookh sheem kah-vohd mal-koo-toh lay-oh-lam vah-ed.

English (spoken by Elder #2 only in a loud voice):

Hear O Israel, Yahweh our Elohim, Yahweh is one!

Blessed be His Name Whose glorious kingdom is forever and ever!

ALL IN UNISON: Aw-mayn!

1 [Unspoken note: The preceding was courtesy of http://www.jewfaq.org/kaddishref.htm. The Prayer Leader may
also decide to read the above Kaddish prayer in Hebrew.]
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I. The Minchah (afternoon) Service

Prayer Leader:

For this portion of the Yom Kippur Service, we are dedicated exclusively to Scripture readings
and commentaries from Leviticus 16:1-34, Micah 7:18-20 and the entire book of Jonah.

Traditionally also Leviticus 18:1-30 would also be read, detailing all manner of improper carnal
relations. Suffice on that point for the moment however to say that any such intimate contact
outside of marriage is forbidden by Torah.

We begin then with Leviticus 16:1-34. Please note that the chapter and verse headings are simply
for your reference and convenience; it is not necessary to read them aloud.

Elder #3:

(Lev 16:1) And יהוה spoke to Mosheh after the death of the two sons of Aharon, as they drew
near before ,יהוה and died.

(Lev 16:2) And יהוה said to Mosheh, “Speak to Aharon your brother not to come in at all times
to the Set-apart Place inside the veil, before the lid of atonement which is on the ark, lest he die,
because I appear in the cloud above the lid of atonement.

(Lev 16:3)  “With this Aharon should come into the Set-apart Place: with the blood of a young
bull as a sin offering, and of a ram as a burnt offering.

(Lev 16:4)  “He should put on the set-apart linen long shirt, with linen trousers on his flesh, and
gird himself with a linen girdle, and be dressed with the linen turban – they are set-apart
garments. And he shall bathe his body in water, and shall put them on.

Elder #4:

(Lev 16:5)  “And from the congregation of the children of Yisra’ĕl he takes two male goats as a
sin offering, and one ram as a burnt offering.

(Lev 16:6)  “And Aharon shall bring the bull as a sin offering, which is for himself, and make
atonement for himself and for his house.

(Lev 16:7) “And he shall take the two goats and let them stand before יהוה at the door of the Tent
of Meeting.

(Lev 16:8) “And Aharon shall cast lots for the two goats, one lot for יהוה and the other lot for
Azazel.
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Elder #5:

(Lev 16:9) “And Aharon shall bring the goat on which the lot for יהוה fell, and shall prepare it as
a sin offering.

(Lev 16:10) “But the goat on which the lot for Azazel fell is caused to stand alive before ,יהוה to
make atonement upon it, to send it into the wilderness to Azazel.

(Lev 16:11)  “And Aharon shall bring the bull of the sin offering, which is for himself, and make
atonement for himself and for his house, and shall slaughter the bull as the sin offering which is
for himself,

(Lev 16:12)  and shall take a fire holder filled with burning coals of fire from the altar before
,יהוה with his hands filled with sweet incense beaten fine, and shall bring it inside the veil.

Elder #6:

(Lev 16:13) “And he shall put the incense on the fire before ,יהוה and the cloud of incense shall
cover the lid of atonement which is on the Witness, lest he die.

(Lev 16:14)  “And he shall take some of the blood of the bull and sprinkle it with his finger on
the lid of atonement on the east side, also in front of the lid of atonement he sprinkles some of
the blood with his finger seven times.

(Lev 16:15)  “And he shall slaughter the goat of the sin offering, which is for the people, and
shall bring its blood inside the veil, and shall do with that blood as he did with the blood of the
bull, and sprinkle it on the lid of atonement and in front of the lid of atonement.

(Lev 16:16)  “And he shall make atonement for the Set-apart Place, because of the uncleanness
of the children of Yisra’ĕl, and because of their transgressions in all their sins. And so he does for
the Tent of Meeting which is dwelling with them in the midst of their uncleanness.

(Lev 16:17)  “And no man should be in the Tent of Meeting when he goes in to make atonement
in the Set-apart Place, until he comes out. And he shall make atonement for himself, and for his
household, and for all the assembly of Yisra’ĕl.

(Lev 16:18) “And he shall go out to the altar that is before ,יהוה and make atonement for it. And
he shall take some of the blood of the bull and some of the blood of the goat, and put it on the
horns of the altar all around.

(Lev 16:19)  “And he shall sprinkle some of the blood on it with his finger seven times, and
cleanse it, and set it apart from the uncleanness of the children of Yisra’ĕl.

(Lev 16:20)  “And when he has finished atoning for the Set-apart Place, and the Tent of Meeting,
and the altar, he shall bring the live goat.
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Elder #1:

(Lev 16:21)  “Then Aharon shall lay both his hands on the head of the live goat, and shall
confess over it all the crookednesses of the children of Yisra’ĕl, and all their transgressions in all
their sins, and shall put them on the head of the goat, and shall send it away into the wilderness
by the hand of a fit man.

(Lev 16:22)  “And the goat shall bear on itself all their crookednesses, to a land cut off. Thus he
shall send the goat away into the wilderness.

(Lev 16:23)  “Aharon shall then come into the Tent of Meeting, and shall take off the linen
garments which he put on when he went into the Set-apart Place, and shall leave them there.

Elder #2:

(Lev 16:24)  “And he shall bathe his body in water in the set-apart place, and shall put on his
garments, and shall come out and prepare his burnt offering and the burnt offering of the people,
and make atonement for himself and for the people, (Lev 16:25)  and burn the fat of the sin
offering on the altar.

Elder #3:

(Lev 16:26)  “And he who sent away the goat to Azazel washes his garments, and shall bathe his
body in water, and afterward he comes into the camp.

(Lev 16:27)  “And the bull for the sin offering and the goat for the sin offering, whose blood was
brought in to make atonement in the Set-apart Place, is brought outside the camp. And they shall
burn their skins, and their flesh, and their dung with fire.

(Lev 16:28)  “And he who burns them washes his garments, and shall bathe his body in water,
and afterward he comes into the camp.

Elder #4:

(Lev 16:29)  “And this shall be for you a law forever: In the seventh month, on the tenth day of
the month, you afflict your beings, and do no work, the native or the stranger who sojourns
among you.

(Lev 16:30)  “For on that day he makes atonement for you, to cleanse you, to be clean from all
your sins before .יהוה

(Lev 16:31)  “It is a Sabbath of rest for you, and you shall afflict your beings – a law forever.

Elder #5:
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(Lev 16:32)  “And the priest, who is anointed and ordained to serve as priest in his father’s place,
shall make atonement, and shall put on the linen garments, the set-apart garments,

(Lev 16:33)  and he shall make atonement for the Most Set-apart Place, and make atonement for
the Tent of Meeting and for the altar, and make atonement for the priests and for all the people of
the assembly.

(Lev 16:34)  “And this shall be for you a law forever, to make atonement for the children of
Yisra’ĕl, for all their sins, once a year.” And he did as יהוה commanded Mosheh.

Elder #6:

Now we read briefly from the prophet Micah 7:18-20:

Who is an Ěl like You – taking away crookedness and passing over the transgression of the
remnant of His inheritance? He shall not retain His wrath forever, for He Himself delights in
kindness.

He shall turn back, He shall have compassion on us, He shall trample upon our crookednesses!
And You throw all our sins into the depths of the sea! You give truth to Yaʽaqoḇ, kindness to
Aḇraham, which You swore to our fathers from the days of old!

Prayer Leader:

[Note: Gauge the time after finishing Leviticus. If need be, summarize rather than read from all
of Jonah.]

We continue our readings from the entire book of Jonah. I will begin with the first chapter:

(Jon 1:1) And the word of יהוה came to Yonah son of Amittai, saying, (Jon 1:2) “Arise, go to
Ninewĕh, the great city, and cry out against it, for their evils have come up before Me.”
(Jon 1:3) But Yonah rose up to flee to Tarshish from the presence of ,יהוה and went down to
Yapho, and found a ship going to Tarshish. And he paid the fare, and went down into it, to go
with them to Tarshish from the presence of .יהוה

(Jon 1:4) And יהוה sent out a great wind on the sea, and there was a great storm on the sea, so
that the ship was thought to be broken up.(Jon 1:5) And the seamen were afraid, and each one
cried out to his mighty one, and threw the cargo which was in the ship into the sea, to lighten the
load. But Yonah had gone down into the lowest parts of the ship, and he lay down, and was fast
asleep.

(Jon 1:6)  And the captain came to him, and said to him, “What do you mean, sleeper? Arise, cry
out to your Elohim, if so be that Elohim shall think about us, so that we do not perish.”(Jon 1:7)
And they said to each other, “Come, and let us cast lots, so that we know for whose sake this evil
has come upon us.” So they cast lots, and the lot fell on Yonah.

12 | Page



(Jon 1:8)  So they said to him, “Please explain to us! For whose sake is this evil upon us? What is
your occupation? And where do you come from? What is your country? And from what people
are you?”

(Jon 1:9) And he said to them, “I am a Heḇrew. And I am fearing ,יהוה the Elohim of the
heavens, who made the sea and the dry land.”

(Jon 1:10)  And the men were exceedingly afraid, and said to him, “Why have you done this?”
For the men knew that he fled from the presence of ,יהוה for he had informed them. (Jon 1:11)
And they said to him, “What are we to do to you to make the sea calm for us?” For the sea was
growing more stormy.

(Jon 1:12)  And he said to them, “Take me and throw me into the sea, so that the sea becomes
calm for you. For I know that this great storm is because of me.”(Jon 1:13)  However, the men
rowed hard to bring the ship to land, but were unable, for the sea continued to grow more stormy
against them.

(Jon 1:14) And they cried out to יהוה and said, “We pray, O ,יהוה please, let us not perish for this
man’s life, and do not lay on us innocent blood. For You, O ,יהוה have done as it pleased
You.”(Jon 1:15)  Then they took Yonah and threw him into the sea, and the sea stopped raging.

(Jon 1:16) And the men feared יהוה exceedingly, and brought an offering to יהוה and made vows.

(Jon 1:17) But יהוה appointed a great fish to swallow Yonah. And Yonah was in the stomach of
the fish three days and three nights.

Elder #7:

(Jon 2:1) And Yonah prayed to יהוה his Elohim from the stomach of the fish. (Jon 2:2) And he
said, “I called to יהוה because of my distress, and He answered me. From the stomach of the
grave I cried, and You heard my voice.(Jon 2:3)  “For You threw me into the deep, into the heart
of the seas, and the floods surrounded me. All Your breakers and Your waves passed over me.

(Jon 2:4)  “So I said, ‘I have been driven away from Your eyes. Would I ever look again toward
Your set-apart Hĕḵal (Temple)?’(Jon 2:5)  “Waters encompassed me, unto life, the deep closed
around me, weeds were wrapped around my head.(Jon 2:6)  “I went down to the base of the
mountains, the earth with its bars were behind me forever. But You brought up my life from the
pit, O ,יהוה my Elohim.(Jon 2:7) “When my life fainted within me, I remembered .יהוה And my
prayer went up to You, into Your set-apart Hĕḵal (Temple).(Jon 2:8)  “Those observing false
futilities forsake their own kindness. (Jon 2:9) “But I offer to You with the voice of
thanksgiving, I pay what I have vowed. Deliverance is of ”.יהוה

(Jon 2:10) Then יהוה spoke to the fish, and it vomited Yonah on the dry land.
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Elder #1:

(Jon 3:1) And the word of יהוה came to Yonah the second time, saying, (Jon 3:2) “Arise, go to
Ninewĕh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I am speaking to you.”

(Jon 3:3) And Yonah arose and went to Ninewĕh, according to the word of .יהוה Now Ninewĕh
was a great city before Elohim, of three day’s journey.(Jon 3:4)  And Yonah began to go in to the
city on the first day’s walk. And he cried out and said, “Yet forty days, and Ninewĕh shall be
overthrown!”

(Jon 3:5)  And the men of Ninewĕh believed in Elohim, and proclaimed a fast, and put on
sackcloth, from the greatest to the least of them.(Jon 3:6)  And the word reached the sovereign of
Ninewĕh, so he arose from his throne and took off his robe, and covered himself with sackcloth
and sat in ashes.(Jon 3:7)  And he proclaimed and said throughout Ninewĕh, “By decree of the
sovereign and his nobles: No man or beast, herd or flock, shall taste whatever – let them not eat,
let them not even drink water. (Jon 3:8)  “But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and
call mightily to Elohim. And let each one turn from his evil way and from the violence that is in
his hands. (Jon 3:9)  “Who knows whether Elohim does turn and relent, and shall turn away from
the heat of His displeasure, so that we do not perish?”

(Jon 3:10)  And Elohim saw their works, that they turned from their evil way. And Elohim
relented from the evil which He had said He would do to them, and He did not do it.

Elder #2:

(Jon 4:1) But it greatly displeased Yonah, and he was grieved. (Jon 4:2) And he prayed to ,יהוה
and he said, “Please, ,יהוה was this not what I said while I was in my own land? This is why I
went ahead and fled to Tarshish. For I know that You are an Ěl showing favor, and
compassionate, patient and of great kindness, and relenting from doing evil. (Jon 4:3)  “And
now, O ,יהוה please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live!”

(Jon 4:4) And יהוה said, “Are you right to be displeased?”

(Jon 4:5)  Then Yonah went out of the city and sat on the east side of the city, and made himself a
shelter there, and sat under it in the shade, to see what would become of the city. (Jon 4:6)  And
יהוה Elohim appointed a plant and made it come up over Yonah, to be a shade for his head to
deliver him from his discomfort. And Yonah greatly rejoiced over the plant.

(Jon 4:7)  But as morning dawned the next day Elohim appointed a worm which attacked the
plant so that it withered. (Jon 4:8)  And it came to be when the sun came up, that Elohim
appointed a scorching east wind, and the sun smote on Yonah’s head, so that he grew faint, and
asked for his life to die, and said, “It is better for me to die than to live.”

(Jon 4:9)  And Elohim said to Yonah, “Have you rightly become displeased over the plant?” And
he said, “I have rightly become displeased, even to death!”(Jon 4:10) And יהוה said, “You felt
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sorry for the plant for which you have not labored, nor made it grow, which came up in a night
and perished in a night. (Jon 4:11)  “And should I not pardon Ninewĕh, that great city, in which
are more than one hundred and twenty thousand beings who have not known their right hand
from their left, and much cattle?”

FIVE MINUTE BREAK
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II. Ashamnu Al Chet

Prayer Leader: Ashamnu/Al Chet Introduction:

This is the start of the confessional prayer, or Vidui. It begins with an acknowledgment of the
areas we need to repent of with each one named after a letter of the Hebrew alphabet, but
because the last letter, TAW, is referenced 3 times, the total number of statements is 24. Each
elder will then take a few lines of this confessional, and this is then followed by the second part
of the confessional, which is categorizing the individual sins .2

Prayer Leader then says the following: The confessor must at least understand what he is
saying and say the confession slowly. It is better to say the Ashamnu once with intent than to say
it three times quickly without intent. Furthermore, the words of the confession as decreed by the
earlier ones appear redundant and are not clearly understood by every person.

Therefore I have written their meaning as I have gathered from the books of the medieval
authorities. This confession, the Ashamnu, was ordained by those who decided that one need not
enumerate each of his sins. Therefore they decreed to say the categories of evil acts which have
been categorized by the children of Israel as derogatory. Since the sinner is negatively affected in
attributes described by all 22 letters used in the Torah, it was constructed alphabetically, so a
person will describe each sin under each letter, as in "Ashamnu [we have been guilty] and
similarly for all of them.

Elder #3:

ASHAMNU: we have been guilty, as is written (Hosea 5) "until they are made guilty and seek
My face", using the language of "that soul became guilty" The Ramban (Maimonides) explains
the word in the Torah as a word of desolation, that the soul is worthy of being desolate and
destroyed. We should also include here that I ate forbidden things, carcasses and non-kosher
meat.

In the Renewed Covenant Scriptures, Messiah Yeshua clarifies that keeping a scriptural kosher
diet is just the beginning, because our spirits and souls must also be kept from defilement, and
our wicked thoughts are to our minds as un-kosher food is to our bodies. However, one cannot
claim to do just one process at the expense of the other, so this means we must guard what goes
into our minds, souls and spirits as much as we do that which passes our lips.

2 Unspoken Note: My thanks to Jonathan Baker who did the following translation and some of the commentary
from http://www.panix.com/~jjbaker/vidui.htm. However, I have also made some changes to reflect the differing
halacha between Rabbinic Judaism and Hebrew Roots communities of faith. Other parts come from Chabad.org, but
I have there also adapted certain parts for Hebrew Roots usage. This is merely my way of saying thank you, not for
prayer leaders to announce at the service.
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BAGADNU: we have betrayed, as is written "they have betrayed Elohim..." The word "betrayal"
denotes a person who has done good things for his neighbor, such that he deserves to have good
things done for him, and they are not done - this is evil, and when he doesn't reciprocate this is
called a Great Betrayal. We betray Elohim in that he has done good for us in the world and given
us life and wealth. We have betrayed, between one person and another, when we have repaid bad
for good. And if a man Elohim-forbid has forbidden relations, he should say, "I have had
forbidden relations."

I have written elsewhere that it is good for a man to say this, for his soul may have done this
without the man consciously being aware of it, or as Yeshua the Messiah said, “He who looks at
a woman with lust is guilty of having committed adultery in his heart” (Matthew 5:28).

I have wasted time that was intended for focused concentration for the studying of Torah and the
rest of the Scriptures. I have made a vain blessing, an unnecessary blessing, a blessing without
proper intention. I have neglected positive and negative commands.

GAZALNU: we have stolen, as is written (Malachi 3) "for you have established Me..." this verse
refers to stealing from one's parents, which our Sages have taken to refer to: stealing from the
father is stealing from Elohim, stealing from the mother is stealing from other people. (And we
don't have to elaborate on this sin as they say, who will prosecute a bushel of sins, theft will
prosecute them first.) I have become proud (ga'eiti), as is written, all who raise the heart are an
abomination of Elohim. We also remember the words of Messiah in Luke 9:25: For what does it
benefit a man who gains the whole world but destroys or loses his soul?

DIBARNU DOFI: we have spoken falsely, as it is written: "your words have come against
me...and you have said it is vain to serve Elohim", and this is speaking falsely. We have said one
thing aloud and another in our hearts. We have uttered vicious curses against our brothers and
sisters, knowingly and unknowingly, in our minds and through our speech.

We have been hypocritical, speaking as pretenders who please only men rather than conforming
our words to be pleasing in Your sight O Great Yah. We have also engaged in prideful boasting
and cloaked it in false righteousness, uplifting our hearts rather than Your Torah or Your people.

We have forgotten that to fear Father Yah is the beginning of wisdom and that our oaths made
before Him must be completed. This is why Yeshua warned us in Matthew 12:37: For by your
words you will be made righteous, and by your words you will be condemned.

Elder #4:

HE'EVINU: we have caused others to sin, as is written in many places. This is actualized when
we cause someone who was upright to sin, as one who causes his neighbor to sin . I have given
mistaken halachic rulings and caused the multitude to fail. I have made myself impervious to
new knowledge. I have had thoughts desirous of evil. I have stared at private parts. I have stared
at women to enjoy them. I have raised my hand to strike my neighbor. I have embarrassed my
neighbor in public.
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And thus it was right that in Exodus 32:21 Moshe asked his brother Aaron after beholding Israel
worshipping the Golden Calf : What did this people do to you that you have brought such great
sin upon them?

V'HIRSHANU: we have caused others to do evil. This too is found in many places. This too
occurs when we cause others to do evil who had already become evildoers.  This is why Messiah
Yeshua asked in righteousness in Luke 6:39: Shall we have the blind lead the blind? Will not
both of them fall into the pit?

ZADNU: we have had evil hearts, as is written, "you bear the intentional sin of your hearts." I
have scorned the honor of Shabbat and Feasts. I have scorned the honor of my parents. I have
scorned the honor of Scripture teachers.

CHAMASNU: we have become violent, as is written, "the violent stands below the evildoer."
This is like an armed robber, where one's friend has an object which he doesn't want to sell, and
one takes it from him forcibly, and compensates him monetarily for its value, or even if he sells it
reluctantly, this is violence. I have desecrated the Shabbat and holidays. I have desecrated the
Name of Yahweh through my disobedience.  As Messiah’s own earthly step-brother Ya’akov
ha-Tzadik (James the Just) said in James 4:1-3:

From where is it, that there are among you arguments and conflicts? Is it not from the lusts
which war in your members? You covet but do not possess; and you kill and envy, and affect
nothing: and you fight and make attacks; and you do not have, because you do not ask.  You ask,
and do not receive because you ask wickedly, that you may feed your lusts.
Elder #5:

TAFALNU SHEQER: we have attached lies, as is written (Ezekiel 13) "they have attached to it a
coating that does not last. For the image is always distinct from the real substance, and this is one
of the gifts of He-whose-name-is-blessed, that they do not attach themselves to accuse one, as is
written, "all actors of evil will be separated." But in our sins, the acts of lying cover us. Further,
"we have attached lies" indicates that we have attached ourselves to sinners.

We also remember in the Torah how the sons of Korah moved away from the tents of their sinful
father and survived to give songs of praise to Elohim in the Great Temple. To have remained
with their father would have been tantamount to endorsing what he did though they did not
participate in the rebellion itself.

YA'ATZNU RA: we have advised evil, as is written, "they advise evil for Elohim." Sometimes
we advise our friend in such a way that he will be ashamed before other people, or we give him
advice for his personal benefit that will cause his neighbor a loss. I have isolated myself with
women other than my wife.

KIZAVNU: we have lied, as is written, "They have spoken lies about me". That is, we have lied
whether for a good reason or not. The enormity of the sin is as written, "The liar will never be
prepared before Me." We have lied by puffing ourselves up in arrogance and pride and being
envious of others while appearing in false humility.
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As the Sages say, one who is angry is as if he worshipped idols, and is written, "the angry man is
great in iniquity", again as Ya’akov Ha-Tzadik (James the Just) said in his Epistle, 1:19-20: And
you all be, my beloved Brothers, quick to hear and slow to speak, and slow to anger: for the
anger of man does not result in the righteousness of Elohim.
LATZNU: we have scoffed, as is written, "We have heard scoffers". And the category of scoffers
do not receive the Divine Presence., They say, all who scoff will fall into Gehinnom. I have worn
shaatnez, mingled wool and linen. I have not paid a laborer on time and thus violated the
negative command of "do not let a laborer's wage sit overnight" and the positive command of
"on his day you shall pay him his wage". Messiah Yeshua further emphasized the need to be
more than generous to the laborers in Matthew 20, where the generous landowner paid even the
workers who came at the last hour the full amount of a denarius, as if they had worked the entire
day.

Elder #6:

MARADNU: we have rebelled, as is written, "the rebels and the sinners against Me." Rebellion
is the most serious matter for there are those who do a sin out of desire, since his inclination has
overcome him, but the rebel sins because he does not believe in the mitzva at all.

Rebels also sin, Messiah Yeshua says, when they venerate the traditions of men over the wisdom
of Torah as he lamented in Yochanan 5:45-47: Why? Do you think I will accuse you before the
Father? The one who will accuse you is Moshe, in whom you place your hope! For if only you
had believed in Moshe, you would also be believers in me, for Moshe wrote concerning me. And,
if you do not believe the writings of that man, how will you believe my words?"

NI'ATZNU: we have been scornful, as is written, "they have scorned the Set-Apart of Israel",
that is, that we have caused, through our sins, that Elohim has become angry with us, as is
written, "and Elohim saw, and was filled with anger at his sons and daughters. Woe to the servant
who angers his Master!"

I have sworn falsely. I have vowed but not fulfilled the vow (and transgressed against two
negative commands, 1) that one who vows is like one who builds an altar outside the Temple and
2) for not having fulfilled the vow). I have benefitted from this world without blessing Elohim
for it.

As Torah rightfully points out Deuteronomy 23:22, there is no sin in you if you refrain from
making a vow. And of course Messiah said in Matthew 5:34-37: But I say, you should not say I
swear, not by heaven because that is the throne of Elohim. And not by the earth because it is the
footstool that is beneath his feet, and not by Jerusalem because it is the city of the great king.
And not by your head should you swear, because you are not able to make in it one part of the
hair black or white. But your word should be but yes, yes, no and no, anything more than these is
from evil.

SARARNU: we have been disobedient, as is written, "atonement turns away", and also, "you
have turned from the path", that is, our hearts have turned from the service of the Creator as is

19 | Page



written, "this people has had a stubborn and rebellious heart", that is, disobedient in not doing
positive commands, and rebellious in violating negative commands.

That is why Messiah Yeshua taught us in Matthew 7:12-14: All that which you desire that the
sons of men should do for you, also like this you do to them. This is for Torah and the prophets.
Enter by the straight door, for wide is the door and broad is the road that leads to destruction,
and many are they, those that go in it. How narrow the door and straight the road that leads to
life, and few are they, those that find it.
`AVINU: we have been perverse, that is, intentionally doing a sin to fulfill an appetite. The great
apostle Yochanan says in 1 John 2:16: For all that is in the world is the lust of the body and the
lust of the eyes and the pride of the world, which are not from the Father but from the world
itself.

Elder #7:

PASHA`NU: we have transgressed, which is comparable to rebellion. Some say that there are
two kinds of rebels, one who believes in Elohim and His Torah and even so rebels and does not
want to fulfill the mitzvot, and the second, who rebels because he denies the true faith given in
the Scriptures.

TZARARNU: we have persecuted, as is written, "a spirit of persecution under his wings", that is,
we have made trouble for one person with his friend. Yochanan the Immerser however taught us
the true path of repentance and restoration, as we see in Luke 3:7-14:

And he would say to the crowds, those who would come to him to be immersed, "Offspring of
vipers! Who has warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  Therefore produce fruit that is
worthy for repentance and do not begin to say within yourselves that, 'We have Abraham as a
father.' For I say to you that from these rocks Elohim is able to raise up children to Abraham!"
And "Behold, the axe is placed upon the root of the tree. Every tree therefore that does not
produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire." And the crowds would say to him,
"What then should we do?" And he answered and said to them, "He who has two coats let him
give to him who does not have. And he who has food, likewise let him do." And the tax collectors
also came to be immersed and said to him, "Teacher, what should we do?" And he said to them,
"Do not require anything more than what is commanded to require you. And the soldiers would
ask him and say, "What should we do also?" He said to them, "Do no violence to man and do not
accuse anyone. This is sufficient for you for your wages”.
QISHINU `OREF: we have been stiff-necked, as is written, "a stiff-necked people", that when a
person is worthy of listening to rebuke, or when he sees that he is being punished by poverty or
illness, Elohim-forbid, certainly he or his children are worthy to understand and to return to
Elohim, but we are stiff-necked and we have not repented, and we rely on this having just
"happened" on its own, not as Divine providence.

And this is why we read about this incident with Messiah Yeshua in Luke 13:1-5: Now at that
time men came and told him about those Galileans, those whom Peelatos had mingled their
blood with their sacrifices. And Yeshua answered and said to them, "Do you think that those
Galileans were greater sinners than all other Galileans because they were killed thus? I say no
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to you, but that all of you if you do not repent also, you will likewise be destroyed. Or those
eighteen who had the tower fall upon them and were killed in Shilokha, do you think that they
were greater sinners than all the people who live in Urishlim? I say no to you, but that unless
you repent, all of you like them will be destroyed."
RASHA`NU: we have been lawless. We have done things through which we have become
known as wicked, such as raising a hand against one's fellow, as is written, "Wicked one, why do
you hit...?" Similarly, the thief and the armed robber are called wicked in Scripture, and other
things as well. And this is why the Apostle Paul said in Ephesians 4:28: And let him that stole,
steal no more; but let him labor with his hands and do good acts that he may have to give to him
who needs.

Elder #1:

SHICHATNU: we have corrupted, as is written, "your people is corrupt," and "corrupt children."
Corruption is matters of forbidden sexual relations and idol-worship, that is, that we have
engaged in forbidden sexual relations or thought of doing so, being guilty of adultery in our
hearts as our Messiah taught us.

Anyone who exhibits pride is as if he worships idols and we have run into the idolatry of self
over others and debased ourselves through envy of others. We have made selfish quests for
money, power and status into the idols of our hearts.

One who looks away from one who needs charity, and one who lets himself be angry, is as one
who worships idols, as Paul continues his thoughts in Ephesians 4:29-32:

Let no hateful language come from your mouth, but that which is beautiful and useful for
edification that it may convey grace to those who hear. And do not grieve the Ruach haKodesh of
Elohim, whereby you are sealed for the day of redemption. Let all bitterness and anger and
wrath and clamoring and reviling be taken from you along with all malice: And be affectionate
towards one another and sympathetic; and forgive one another as Elohim by the Mashiyach has
forgiven us.

TI`AVNU: we have committed abominations, that is, we have done evil things through which
one is called an abominator, as is written, "do not eat any abomination", and similarly idolatry is
called abomination as is written, "do not bring any abomination into your house”.  And our
bodies are also the Temple of the Ruach ha-Kodesh, or Holy Spirit and must likewise be kept
pure, as the Apostle Paul says in 1 Corinthians 3:16-17:

Do you not know that you are the temple of Elohim and that the Spirit of Elohim dwells in you?
Whoever will deface the temple of Elohim, Elohim will deface him: for the temple of Elohim is
Set Apart, which (temple) you are.
TA`INU: we have gone astray. This is the general confession, that is, as is written "all we like
sheep have gone astray" because we have not walked in the straight path. Therefore we beseech
You, our Heavenly Father, to make all our ways straight before You, to show us Your ways in
your Torah and through Messiah Yeshua to show us your glory.
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TI`TA`NU: we have been led astray, it means that You have left us to our free choice to stray
while  longing for us as obedient children to not stray and return to You. And yet, when it
seemed almost everyone was ready to abandon Messiah, Peter gave the ready and very necessary
reply in Yochanan 6:58 when he said: My Master, to whom should we go?  You have the words of
eternal life!.

Elder #2:

And the closing summary, having completed all the letters, is:

SARNU: we have turned away from Your mitzvot and it has not helped us, and if we had chosen
something which is comparable to Your mitzvot, it wouldn't have been so bad, but since we
chose something which is *not* comparable for us, therefore "you are just to all who come to
you, and you have done the true thing and we have become wicked."

But now it is time we turn our hearts for the repentance of more specific sins with the Al Chet
(for the sins of…) prayer. For each statement of a sin, we need to consider carefully its deeper
meaning.

Elder #3:

We now begin the Al-Chet prayer portion.  Al Chet means “concerning the sin of…” and each
statement is followed by a moment of deep reflection on the ramifications of our bad deeds. We
commence this with the following:

1. For the mistakes we committed before You under duress and willingly.

How can we be held accountable for mistakes committed under duress?! The answer is that
sometimes, we get into compromising situations because we are not careful. Many of these
"accidents" can be avoided by setting limitations to avoid temptation.

Ask yourself regarding duress: Did I put myself into compromising situations, and then when I
got into trouble rationalize by saying it was "unavoidable" or "accidental"? Have I tried making
"fences" so that I won't transgress? Have I considered setting up a penalty system as a deterrent
against certain mistakes? When I legitimately got into an unavoidable situation, did I stop to
consider why Elohim might want me to experience this particular challenge?

Ask yourself about what you did willingly: Did I make mistakes because I was lazy, or because
my lower, animalistic urges were getting the better of me?

Elder #4:
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2. For the mistakes we committed before You through having a hard heart.

Hardening of the heart means that I closed myself off to deep, human emotions like compassion
and caring. The newspapers and streets seem so filled with one tragic story after another, that I
can become desensitized to the whole idea of human suffering.

Ask yourself: Did I ignore the poor and the weak? When I did give charity, was it done
enthusiastically or begrudgingly? Was I kind, compassionate and loving when my family and
friends needed me to be?

Elder #5:

3. For the mistakes we committed before You without thinking (or without knowledge).

Every day, we should pray to Elohim for the ability to think and reason. A clear mind is integral
to our growth and development. If we're riding in a car and staring aimlessly out the window,
then for those precious moments we are nothing more than zombies.

Ask yourself: Do I carefully examine my society and surroundings, weighing out what is right
and what is wrong? Do I constantly review my major goals in life? Do I strive for a constant
awareness of the presence of Elohim? Is one of my goals in life to be a "thinking" individual?

Elder #6:

4. For the mistakes we committed before You through things we blurted out with our lips.

A wise man once said, "You don't have to say everything you think." The Talmud says that when
we speak, our lips and teeth should act as "gates," controlling whatever flows out.

Ask yourself: Do I think before I speak? Am I prone to thoughtless outbursts? Do I make hasty
promises that I am unlikely to fulfill?

Elder #7:

5. For the mistake we committed before You in public and in private.

Ask yourself about public things: Did I do foolish or degrading things to attract attention or
approval? On the other hand, did I do good deeds in public -- that I would otherwise not have
done -- simply so that others would see me?
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Ask yourself about private things: Did I act privately in a way that I would be ashamed if anyone
found out? Did I consider how Elohim is watching even in my most private moments? Did I
convince myself that because nobody sees me, the mistakes somehow don't count?

Elder #1:

6. For the mistakes we committed before You through immorality.

When the Torah speaks of immorality, it usually refers to sexual immorality. Since sex is the
strongest human drive (next to survival itself), it can therefore be used to achieve the greatest
degree of holiness, or -- as we so often witness -- the greatest degree of debasement.

Ask yourself: Did I speak or act in a way that lowered sexuality as a vehicle for spiritual
connection? Do I realize how sexual immorality reduces the spiritual potential of future, more
Set-Apart unions?

Elder #2:

7. For the mistakes we committed before You through harsh speech.

Speech is the unique human faculty, and is the way we build bridges between each other -- and
through prayer, with Elohim. That's why abuse of speech is considered one of the gravest
mistakes possible.

Ask yourself: Did I speak to anyone in a harsh and forceful manner? Did I gossip? Did I engage
in idle chatter that wasted my time and that of others? Did I seek opportunities to elevate others
with an encouraging word?

Elder #3:

8. For the mistakes we committed before You with knowledge and deceit.

As we know, knowledge is a powerful tool -- and a dangerous weapon when misused.

Ask yourself: Did I use knowledge of a certain situation to deceive others? Did I use knowledge
to deceive myself -- i.e. did I rationalize away my bad actions? Did I use knowledge to
circumvent the spirit of the law? Did I use knowledge to show off and impress others?

Elder #4:
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9. For the mistakes we committed before You through inner thoughts.

The Talmud says that "Bad thoughts are (in one way) even worse than bad deeds." This is
because from a spiritual perspective, "thoughts" represent a higher dimension of human activity.
"Thoughts" are rooted in the spiritual world; "deeds" are rooted in the physical world.

Ask yourself: Did I think in a negative way about people, or wish bad upon them? Did I fantasize
about doing bad deeds?

Elder #5:

10. For the mistakes we committed before You through wronging a friend.

"Friendship" is one of the highest forms of human activity. When we reach out and connect with
others, we experience the unity of Elohim's universe, and bring the world closer to perfection.

Ask yourself: Did I strive to go out of my way to help friends, based on my commitment to be
their friend? Was I insensitive toward my friends' needs, or did I hurt their feelings? Did I take
advantage of someone who trusted me as a friend? Did I get distracted in the moment while
listening to a friend, thus denying them my full attention? Have I made a conscious effort to
become a better friend?

Elder #6:

11. For the mistakes we committed before You through insincere confession.

On Yom Kippur when we say each line of the "Al Chet" prayer, we gently strike our heart -- as if
to say that it was "passion and desire" that led to these mistakes. Do we really mean it?

Ask yourself: Did I ever apologize without being sincere? Have I committed myself to "change"
without seriously following up?

Elder #7:

12. For the mistakes we committed before You while gathering to do negative things.

Engaging in evil as a lone individual is bad enough. But just as the secular courts treat
"conspiracy" more seriously, so too Elohim despises the institutionalizing of bad habits.
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Ask yourself: Am I part of a regular group that discusses negative things? Did I participate in a
gathering that led to negative activities? Am I careful to associate only with moral and ethical
people?

Elder #1:

13. For the mistakes we committed before You willfully and unintentionally.

Willfully: Did I ever "act out" in a desire to demonstrate my independence from Elohim?

Unintentionally: Did I make mistakes out of carelessness? Could they have been avoided?

Elder #2:

14. For the mistakes we committed before You by degrading parents and teachers.

Parents and teachers are our first authority figures in life, and by way of association they teach us
how to be respectful toward Elohim and His mitzvot. The breakdown of respect for parents and
teachers corrodes the moral core of society.

Ask yourself regarding parents: Do I sometimes think poorly of my parents? Do I ever actually
communicate a dislike toward them? Do I make the effort to appreciate how much my parents
have done for me? If I were a parent, what would I want from my children? Am I giving that
now to my parents? Do I give special attention to the needs of the elderly?

Ask yourself regarding teachers: Have I maximized opportunities to learn from rabbis, other
spiritual leaders in my community and teachers? Have I actively sought the guidance and counsel
of wise people?

Elder #3:

15. For the mistakes we committed before You by exercising power.

Elohim apportions to everyone exactly what they need: whether wealth, intelligence, good
fortune, etc. Only when we feel our position is independent of Elohim do we seek to dominate
others for our own advantage.

Ask yourself: Did I take advantage of those who are weak -- either physically, economically or
politically? Did I manipulate or intimidate someone into doing something he'd really rather not
have?
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Elder #4:

16. For the mistakes we committed before You through desecrating Elohim's name.

As a "Light Unto the Nations," every Torah keeper is a messenger of Elohim in this world,
responsible to project a positive image.

Ask yourself: Did I ever act in a way that brought less honor and respect to Elohim? Did I ever
act in way that gave a bad impression about what it means to be a Torah keeper? Did I take every
opportunity to enlighten others about the beauty of Torah?  Did I show them the Light of the
Torah through my Savior and Master, Yeshua the Messiah?

Elder #5:

17. For the mistakes we committed before You with foolish speech.

People have a habit of talking for talking's sake. When we're bored, we may get on the phone,
and "talk and talk and talk." Don't talk without a purpose. In any conversation ask yourself: "Is
there any point to this conversation? Am I learning anything? Am I growing?" If you can't
identify the point, there probably is none.

Ask yourself: Did I waste time by talking about trivial things? Do I seek to share words of Torah
at every opportunity?

Elder #6:

18. For the mistakes we committed before You with vulgar speech.

Did you ever find yourself in the middle of a distasteful joke? It can be insidious, but all of a
sudden you find yourself dragged into a discussion that has taken a turn for the worse. Learn to
switch tracks. Monitor your conversations, and when you notice them slipping off track, pull
them back, gently and subtly.

Ask yourself: Did I contaminate my mouth with vulgar speech? Did I listen to vulgar speech or
jokes? Did I protest when I heard vulgar speech? Do I always express myself in the most
pleasant way possible? Did I, as Yeshua the Mashiyach and Ya’akov the Just suggest, let my yes
be yes and my no be no?

Elder #7:
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19. For the mistakes we committed before You with the Yetzer Hara (evil inclination).

The Yetzer Hara is that little voice inside each of us that tries to convince us to pursue physical
comfort, at the expense of greater spiritual pleasures.

Ask yourself: Have I pursued my physical drives for their own sake -- without involving any
spiritual dimension? Do I resort to the excuse that "I couldn't help myself"? Have I studied Torah
techniques for channeling physical drives into a Set-Apart frame of mind?

Elder #1:

20. For the mistakes we committed before You against those who know, and those that do
not know.

Ask yourself: Have I wronged people behind their backs? Have I wronged people to their faces?

ALL IN UNISON: For all these things, Elohim of pardon, pardon us, forgive us, atone for us!
By the promises in Your Torah and by Your great prophets, we pray that Your Suffering Servant,
Yeshua the Messiah, who poured his life force unto death to justify many, would make
intercession for our sins for he who believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life!

Elder #2:

21. For the mistakes we committed before You through bribery.

Bribery is most subversive because we are often not aware of how it affects our decisions. In the
words of the Torah, bribery is "blinding."

Ask yourself: Have I compromised my honesty and integrity because of money? Have I
compromised myself for the sake of honor and flattery? Have I tried to offer money or flattery to
gain power or influence over people? Have I failed to do the right thing because I wanted
approval?

Elder #3:

22. For the mistakes we committed before You through denial and false promises.

The mark of a great person is a meticulous commitment to truth -- despite whatever hardships,
embarrassment, or financial loss might be involved.
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Ask yourself: Have I lied to myself? Have I lied to others? Does my job ever involve having to
lie? Have I rationalized the acceptability of a "white lie?"

Elder #4:

23. For the mistakes we committed before You through negative speech (Loshon Hara).

It is said that big people talk about ideas, medium people talk about places and things, and little
people talk about people. Gossip causes quarrel and division amongst people -- and tears apart
relationships, families, and even entire communities. As King Solomon said: "Life and death are
in the hands of the tongue" (Proverbs 18:21).

Ask yourself: Do I enjoy gossip? When I hear gossip, do I accept it as true, or do I reserve
judgment? Have I set aside time to study Jewish law on how to avoid Lashon Hara?

Elder #5:

24. For the mistakes we committed before You through being scornful (or scoffing).

Ask yourself: Did I mock and ridicule serious things? Did I make fun of someone who I
considered less intelligent or attractive? Did I shrug off constructive criticism as meaningless?

Elder #6:

25. For the mistakes we committed before You in business.

Integrity is the mark of every great person. The Talmud says that the first question a person is
asked upon arriving in heaven is: "Did you deal honestly in business?"

Ask yourself: Have I been scrupulously honest in all my financial transactions? Was I harsh in
trying to beat the competition, or did I seek ways for us both to thrive? Have I chosen a career
that gives me freedom to pursue my personal and spiritual goals as well? When I was successful
in business, did I show my appreciation to Elohim for that success?

Elder #7:

26. For the mistakes we committed before You with food and drink.

Eating is such an essential human activity, that the rabbis say all of a person's character traits are
revealed at the dinner table.
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Ask yourself: Did I eat in order to gain energy to do mitzvot, or did I eat for the sake of the
animalistic act alone? Have I made every effort to eat kosher food? Did I express gratitude to
Elohim for providing me with the food? Did I overeat? Did I eat unhealthy foods? Did I waste
food?

Elder #1:

27. For the mistakes we committed before You through interest and extortion.

Gaining financial advantage because someone else is destitute shows poor character. That is why
the Torah forbids loaning money to another Jew on interest.

Ask yourself: Have I made a profit as a result of someone else's misfortune or downfall? Am I
greedy? Am I stingy? Do I feel responsible for helping to satisfy the needs of others? Do I
appreciate the Torah prohibition against charging interest -- and have I studied these laws?

Elder #2:

28. For the mistakes we committed before You by being arrogant.

The trait the Torah uses to describe Moses is "the most humble man." Humility is a key to
spiritual growth, because it allows us to make room in our life for other people - and for Elohim.

Ask yourself: Have I made others feel lowly in order to raise myself higher? Do I dress and
speak in a way that draws extra attention to myself? When walking through a door, do I usually
go first, or let others go first?

Elder #3:

29. For the mistakes we committed before You with eye movements.

Sometimes we can harm others without even saying a word. For instance, the Talmud discusses
the illegality of staring into someone else's home or yard. Our Messiah Yeshua also counseled
our eyes to always be full of light, because if they are full of darkness, how great is that
darkness! (Matthew 6:23).

Ask yourself: Did I look at someone else's private things that were not my business? Did I gawk
at an accident scene on the freeway? Did I look at the opposite gender in an inappropriate and
disrespectful way? Did I signal my disdain for another person by rolling my eyes?
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Elder #4:

30. For the mistakes we committed before You with endless babbling.

Often we feel uncomfortable with silence, so we fill the time with meaningless chatter. The
Torah tells us, however, that more than anywhere, Elohim is found in the sound of silence.

Ask yourself: Do I participate in conversations with no meaningful content? Do I think before
speaking and measure my words carefully? Do I forward inane emails and post trivial content
online? Am I careful to concentrate when reciting prayers and blessings?

Elder #5:

31. For the mistakes we committed before You with haughty eyes.

The Talmud says that a person's eyes are the "window to the soul." An arrogant person is
therefore referred to as having "haughty eyes." In Proverbs 6 those same haughty eyes top the list
of “Six things that Elohim hates—seven things that are an abomination to Him.”

Ask yourself: Do I communicate warmth and care to people with my eyes? Have I avoided
interacting with certain people because I felt they were too unimportant for me? Have my career
and relationships suffered because my ego is over-inflated?

Elder #6:

32. For the mistakes we committed before You with a strong forehead (brazenness).

The Talmud says there are three traits which characterize Torah keepers: kindness, compassion
and shame. "Shame" means feeling embarrassed and remorseful when doing something wrong.

Ask yourself: Do I examine the moral consequences before making difficult decisions? Do I
appreciate how my moral behavior defines me as a human being? Have I studied what the
Scripture says about conscience and morality?

ALL IN UNISON: For all these things, Elohim of pardon, pardon us, forgive us, atone for us!
By the promises in Your Torah and by Your great prophets, we pray that Your Suffering Servant,
Yeshua the Messiah, who poured his life force unto death to justify many, would make
intercession for our sins for he who believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life!

Elder #7:
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33. For the mistakes we committed before You in throwing off the yoke (i.e. refusing to
accept responsibility).

Scripture defines greatness as having a greater degree of responsibility. Deep down this is what
every human being wants -- hence the excitement over a promotion or raising a family. Yeshua
said: He who can be trusted little can be trusted with much, but he who cannot be trusted with
little, even what little he has, it shall be taken from him (Matthew 13:12).

Ask yourself: Have I accepted family responsibilities, and gladly assisted whenever needed? Do
I keep my commitments to friends? Do I show up on time? Would my colleagues describe me as
"reliable and dependable?" Have I taken responsibility for the problems in my community? Have
I accepted my unique responsibilities in this world as a Torah keeper?

Elder #1:

34. For the mistakes we committed before You in judgment.

The Torah tells us it is a mitzvah to judge people favorably. This means, for example, that when
someone shows up an hour late, rather than assume they were irresponsible, I should rather try to
get all the facts, and in the meantime, imagine that perhaps they were delayed by uncontrollable
circumstances.

Ask yourself: Am I in the habit of judging people favorably? Do I wait to make any
determination until I have all the information? Do I sometimes "judge" Elohim unfairly?

Elder #2:

35. For the mistakes we committed before You in entrapping a friend.

Ask yourself: Have I violated the trust of people who have confidence in me? Have I divulged
confidential information? Have I taken advantage of family and friends by manipulating them
into doing me favors?

Elder #3:

36. For the mistakes we committed before You through jealousy (lit: "a begrudging eye").

Someone who has a "good eye" will sincerely celebrate the success of others, while someone
with an "evil eye" will begrudge the success of others.
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Ask yourself: Do I experience resentment at the success of others, or do I experience genuine
joy? Do I feel that others are undeserving of their success? Do I secretly wish to have my
neighbor's things for myself?

Elder #4:

37. For the mistakes we committed before You through light-headedness.

Sometimes we can forget that life is serious. We're born, and we die. What have we made of our
lives? Have we been focused on meaningful goals, or are we steeped in trivial pursuits?

Ask yourself: Do I spend time reading unimportant sections of the newspaper, or listening to
frivolity on the radio? Do I spend time with friends and colleagues discussing inconsequential
details of sports and entertainment? Do I waste countless hours on the Internet with no goal or
purpose in mind? Do I act with proper reverence when in a synagogue or learning Torah? Do I
speak about Biblical personalities and our Torah keeping leaders who also venerate Messiah with
the proper respect?

Elder #5:

38. For the mistakes we committed before You by being stiff-necked.

In the Torah, Elohim refers to the ancient Hebrew people as "stiff-necked." This is a positive
attribute in the sense that our ancestors are not easily swayed by fad and fashion. Yet on the
negative side, they and us by extension can also be unreasonably stubborn.

Ask yourself: When I'm involved in a disagreement, am I frequently anxious and upset, rather
than calm and rational? Do I think that I'm always right? Do I usually let the other person speak
first, or do I always want to speak first? Do I listen attentively to the other side? Have I been
single-minded and lost my objectivity just because I really wanted something?

Elder #6:

39. For the mistakes we committed before You by running to do evil.

Ask yourself: When I transgressed the Torah, did I do so eagerly? Did I run to do mitzvot with
the same enthusiasm? Did I slow down when reciting blessings and prayers? After completing a
certain obligation, do I run out as fast as possible? Have I committed idolatry by making idols
out of money, power and my need for prestige? For Yeshua said in Matthew 6:24:
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No man is able to serve two masters, for either he will hate one and he will love the other, or he
will honor one and he will treat the other with contempt. You are not able to serve Elohim and
money.

Elder #7:

40. For the mistakes we committed before You by telling people what others said about
them.

Ask yourself: Have I encouraged contention, and turned people against each other? Did I reveal
secrets? Have I studied the Scriptural laws prohibiting such speech?

Elder #1:

41. For the mistakes we committed before You through vain oath taking.

One of the Ten Commandments is "not to make Elohim's Name desolate through substitution?"
Integral to our relationship with Elohim is the degree to which we show Him proper respect and
if we disobey, we must understand that we profane His Great Name.

Ask yourself: Have I been careful not to utter Elohim's Name casually? When I use Elohim's
Name in a blessing or prayer, do I concentrate on the deeper meaning of His Name? Have I
sworn or promised falsely while invoking Elohim's Name?

Elder #2:

42. For the mistakes we committed before You through baseless hatred.

The Talmud tells us that more than any other factor, hatred among our people has been the cause
of our long and bitter exile. Conversely, Jewish unity and true love between us is what will
hasten our redemption and will also hasten the return of Yeshua for the benefit of the world.

Ask yourself: Was I disrespectful toward Jews and other Biblical believers who are not exactly
like me in practice or philosophy? When I disagree with someone on an issue, have I let it
degrade into a dislike for the person himself? When I saw a fellow believer do evil, did I hate
only the deed, or did it extend into a hatred for the person himself? When someone wronged me,
was I eager to take revenge? When someone wronged me, did I bear a grudge?

Elder #3:
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43. For the mistakes we committed before You in extending the hand.

Ask yourself: Have I withheld from touching things that don't belong to me? Have I stretched
forth my hand to the poor and the needy? Have I joined hands with wicked people? Have I
extended my hand to help in community projects?

Elder #4:

44. For the mistakes we committed before You through confusion of the heart.

The Sages tell us that ultimately all mistakes stem from a confusion of the heart.

Ask yourself: Have I not worked out issues because of laziness? Have I made mistakes because I
emotionally did not want to accept what I logically knew to be correct? Have I properly
developed my priorities and life goals? Am I continually focused on them?

All in Unison: For all these offenses, and any others we have not mentioned, knowing or
unknowing, pardon us please O Elohim of grace and mercy who gave us forgiveness through
Your Only Begotten Son, Yeshua the Messiah. AMEN!

The Prayer Leader closes with the “Who by Fire” Prayer, as shown below, from
www.allfaith.com:
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III. Yitzkor

Prayer Leader (Yitzkor Summary):

At this time, it is traditional now to progress to the Yitzkor service. Yitzkor means “Yah
remembers”, and this is normally only for those people who have lost one or both of their
parents. Those who have not lost a parent are typically allowed to go on break now, but this will
not be the case in this service, for reasons I believe will soon become clear.

However, staying on the tradition for a moment longer, for those who lost a parent in the current
year, counting from Abib, the first spring month, Yitzkor can be a very challenging service to do
for the first time. The Rabbi will exhort the mourners to say the Kaddish Prayer (see pages 5-6),
and if the deceased parent is the mother, ask Abba Yahweh to remember the righteous ladies of
old like Sarah, Rebekah and  Leah. If the deceased parent is the father, the formula of course
switches to remembering the patriarchs Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

On the other hand, our Messiah Yeshua also said, “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall
be comforted” (Matthew 5:4) and our ultimate hope is expressed in Revelation 21:

(Rev 21:2)  And I saw the Set Apart city, the New Urishlim, descending from Elohim out of
heaven, prepared like a bride adorned for her husband. (Rev 21:3)  And I heard a great voice
from heaven, which said: "Behold, the tabernacle of Elohim is with men; and he dwells with
them: they will be his people; and Elohim will be with them, an Elohim to them. (Rev 21:4)  And
every tear will be wiped from their eyes; and there will no more be death, nor mourning, nor
wailing; nor will pain be any more; because the former things are passed away."  (Rev 21:5)
And He who sat on the throne, said: "Behold, I make all things new."  And he said: "Write;
'because these are the faithful and true Words of Elohim.'" (Rev 21:6)  And he said to me: "I am
Alap and the Taw, the Beginning and the Completion: to him who thirsts, will I give of the
fountain of living water, freely. (Rev 21:7)  He that overcomes will inherit these things; and I
will be his Elohim, and he will be my son.

Like the Kaddish prayer also, we have seen that even in the grieving process, the emphasis is
always on Elohim’s greatness and not the deceased nor the mourner. As Elohim promises to
make all things new and be with both the deceased and the one who is missing them, we
understand truly that the Son of Yah, Yeshua our Savior, is truly our peace in all things.

So for the next few minutes, I would request that everyone here pray silently. If you are in
mourning, by all means take this moment to remember either or both of your deceased parents
and it is also tradition for you to consider pledging funds or services to a charity in their name.
For the rest of you, those who are blessed to still have their parents with them, please thank Abba
Yahweh for His great generosity in having them in your life and all the blessings your mother
and father bring to you.

AFTER A FEW MINUTES THE PRAYER LEADER SAYS “AMEN”.
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IV. The Avodah (Temple Service)

Prayer Leader:

At this time, it would be traditional to proceed to what is known as the Avodah service, the
rabbinic retelling of the Temple service. To do the entirety of this liturgy however would take
several hours, so instead of that, we should remember, each in our own way what the Temple was
for.

The Temple was meant to point to the place where Father Yah’s Name would dwell for His
people, but since the Temple is no longer here, we need to also remember that Yeshua our
Messiah is greater than the Temple and greater than Solomon who built it. He is our Savior and
he is our high priest who brought the offering of His own life and blood to obtain eternal
redemption. Hence the ultimate “avodah” is Yeshua himself.

Elder #1:

And so we now read about Yeshua our High Priest, in Hebrews chapter 8:

(Heb 8:1)  Now the sum of the whole is this; we have a High Priest who is seated on the right
hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven: (Heb 8:2) And he is the minister of the sanctuary
and of the true tabernacle which Elohim has pitched, and not man.
Elder #2:

(Heb 8:3)  For every high priest is established to offer oblations and sacrifices; and therefore, it
was proper that this one should also have something to offer.(Heb 8:4)  And if he were on earth,
he would not be a priest because there are priests (there) who offer gifts in accordance with
Torah: (Heb 8:5)  (namely) they who minister in the emblem and shadow of the things in heaven:
as it was said to Moshe when he was about to build the tabernacle, See and make everything
according to the pattern which was showed you in the mount.
Elder #3:

(Heb 8:6)  But now, Yeshua the Mashiyach has received a ministry which is better than that: as
also the covenant of which he is made the Mediator is better, and is given with better promises
than the former. (Heb 8:7)  For, if the first (covenant) had been faultless, there would have been
no place for this second (one).
Elder #4:

(Heb 8:6)  But now, Yeshua the Mashiyach has received a ministry which is better than that: as
also the covenant of which he is made the Mediator is better, and is given with better promises
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than the former. (Heb 8:7)  For, if the first (covenant) had been faultless, there would have been
no place for this second (one).
Elder #5:

(Heb 8:8)  For he rebukes them and says: Behold the days come, says Master YHWH, when I
will complete with the family of the house of Israel and with the family of the house of Yehuda, a
renewed covenant; (Heb 8:9)  not like the covenant which I gave to their fathers in the day when
I took them by the hand and brought them out of the land of Egypt; (and) because they continued
not in my covenant, I also rejected them, says Master YHWH.

Elder #6:

(Heb 8:10)  But this is the covenant which I will give to the family of the house of Israel after
those days, says Master YHWH: I will put my Torah in their minds and inscribe it on their
hearts; and I will be to them an Elohim, and they will be to me a people. (Heb 8:11)  And one
will not teach his son of the city nor his brother, nor say: You shall know your Master YHWH:
because they will all know me, from the youngest of them to the oldest. (Heb 8:12)  And I will
forgive them their iniquity; and their sins will I remember no more. (Heb 8:13)  In that he said a
Renewed (Covenant), he made the first old; and that which is old and decaying, is near to
disappearing.

Elder #7:

Just wanted to conclude this part with an important clarification:

The overriding discussion in this part of Hebrews is that of the priesthood and comparing it with
Messiah who is a better mediator, with better promises and better results. Therefore, what is near
disappearing are the instructions (torah with a small “t”) that relate the sons of Aaron serving in
the Temple because as Messiah himself said “not one stone left upon another.”

Since the focus here is on the priesthood, that is what is near disappearing, not the Torah itself.

We turn now though to the Avodah prayer itself and declare the following:

ALL IN UNISON RECITE:

I implore the Rock of eternity, Who has knowledge of the life of the innocent; as I cast my eyes
to the heavens, ask permission from the Merciful One.

And so too when I stand before the wise, Who hear words from the truthful, who understand
words of the Torah: I ask permission from the wise.

I look out at the congregation of the noble. And am fearful of the One who humbles and raises.
And of those standing behind me and before me as a fence: I ask permission from the righteous.
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The seed of the faithful, Believers, sons of believers, who explore the Torah and Renewed
Covenant Scriptures and  understand: I ask permission from mature spiritual leaders.

Those who do goodness on my behalf; who are satiated with good teaching and instruction,

For they attend grace and favor: I open my mouth with the permission of Levites.

Those who honor this day and fast, and respond, “Set-Apart, Set-Apart, Set-Apart”; and teach
Scripture and the traditions that agree with Scripture diligently:

I open my mouth with permission of azanim. Those who are skilled in the subtleties of books,
abiding in the shade of the One who dwells in mystery, Who sing sweet, pleasant words:

I open my mouth with permission of scribes. Those who eternally elevate the Living One,

Who say prayer before Him, Who stand before the One who makes mountains: I open my mouth
with permission of those who recite liturgy. Those who recite the specific and general, Who
sweep behind like water, Who recite righteousness and justice:

I open my mouth with permission of singers. Those who lend strong voices in melody, let their
cry before You be pleasing; May You consider the melody of my tongue.

I open my mouth with permission of the whole people. O Almighty, as You forgive treachery;
listen to my entreaties from above; Grant me a pure heart that I may speak without fear or
treachery: I open my mouth with permission of the entire congregation.

Prayer Leader:

And we conclude our readings for this part of the Yom Kippur Service with the Blessing of the
Priests (Birkat Ha-Kohenim), which we will do again at the very end of the service, the
difference being here I will just read it but at the end it will be chanted:

Note (Do not read): The Prayer Leader may at their discretion use either “Adonai” or
“Yahweh” throughout this blessing.)

וְיְִׁשְמֶר�יהוה,יְָבֶרְכ�
Yevhārēkh-khā Yahweh veyishmerēkhā.

וִיֻחּנֶָּךֵאֶלי�,ָּפנָיויהוהיֵָאר
Yāʾēr Yahweh pānāw ēlekhā viḥunnékkā

ֵאֶלי�ָּפנָיויהוהיִָּׂשא
Yissā Yahweh pānāw ēlekhā
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ָׁשלֹוםְל�וְיֵָׂשם
Viyāsēm lekhā shālōm.

May Yahweh bless you, and may He keep you
May Yahweh cause His Face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you
May Yahweh lift up His Face, unto all of you
And give you…peace.

AT THIS POINT THE MINCHAH SERVICE ENDS AND IT IS TRADITIONAL TO TAKE A
BREAK. HOW LONG THAT BREAK IS DEPENDS ON HOW LATE IN THE DAY WE ARE,
BUT THE GROUP SHOULD RETURN ABOUT 60 MINUTES BEFORE SUNSET FOR THE
LAST PART, THE NEILAH.

V. The Messianic Neilah Service

Prayer Leader:

The Neilah (literally “sealing prayer” or “closing the gate”) is the most challenging and most
fulfilling part of the entire Yom Kippur service. In the synagogue, the Hebrew prayers come very
fast and the congregation stands continuously for the next 60 minutes.

At the end of this time, when darkness has completely fallen and three twilight stars are out, a
shofar is blown and if the prayer has been done right, many will feel a physical weight come off
their shoulders. If you feel this, the rabbis teach us that it is a sign that Abba Yahweh has
accepted your repentance. These prayers continue until darkness falls, at which point the shofar
sounds, ending the service.

The following version is taken from Hebrew Publishing Company (1928). I have in some cases
swapped out common names for Deity with their Hebrew originals but have elected to keep the
older “KJV style” formal pronouns for Deity and also to make other changes reflecting
Messianic belief.  The Elders will divide up the Neilah prayer as follows:

Elder #1:

When I call upon the Name of Yahweh, ascribe greatness unto our Elohim. O Yahweh, open
Thou my lips and my mouth shall declare Thy praise.
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Blessed art Thou, Yahweh our Elohim and Elohim of our fathers, the Elohim of Abraham, the
Elohim of Isaac and the Elohim of Jacob, the great, might and revered Elohim, Who bestows
lovingkindness and possesses all things; Who remembers the pious deeds of the Patriarchs, and
in love will bring the Redeemer Yeshua the Messiah to return a second time to their children and
their children’s children for Thy Name’s sake.

Remember us unto life, O King, Who delights in life and seal us in the Book of Life, for Thine
own sake, O Ever-Living Elohim. O King, Helper, Savior and Shield! Blessed art Thou, O
Yahweh, the Shield of Abraham. Thou art the Sender of Thine Only Begotten Son, Yeshua the
Messiah.

Thou, O Yah, art mighty forever. Thou raises the dead and art mighty to save. Thou sustains the
living with lovingkindness, resurrects the dead with great mercy, as you did Thine Son Yeshua
the Messiah, to be the firstfruits of all resurrection. Who is like unto Thee, O Yah of Mighty Acts
and who resembles Thee, O King, Who takes life and restores life and causes salvation to spring
forth?

Elder #2:

Thou supports the failing, heals the sick, loosens those who are bound and keeps Thy faith to
them that sleep in the dust! Who is like unto Thee, Father of Mercy, Who in mercy remembers
Thy creations unto life?

Yes, faithful art Thou resurrect the dead. Blessed art Thou, O Yahweh, Who restores life to the
dead.  Thou art Set-Apart and Thy Name, O Yahweh, is Set-Apart, and Set-Apart beings praise
Thee daily. (Selah.)

Now therefore, O Yahweh our Elohim, impose Thine awe upon all Thy works and Thy dread
upon all that Thou has created, that all Thy works may fear Thee and all your creations prostrate
themselves before Thee, that they may all form a single band to do all Thy will with a perfect
heart, even as we know, O Yahweh our Elohim, that dominion, Thine, strength is in Thy hand,
and might in Thy right hand, and that Thy Name is to be feared above all that Thou has created.

Give then glory, O Yahweh, unto Thy people, praise to them that fear Thee, hope to them that
seek Thee, and free speech to those that wait for Thee, joy to Thy land, gladness to Thy city, a
flourishing horn unto David Thy servant, and a clear shining light unto the son of Jesse and to
Thine Anointed One, Yeshua the Messiah, who was both David’s son and his Master. May all
these things come to pass, speedily in our days.
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Then shall the just see and also be glad, and the upright shall exult, and the pious triumphantly
rejoice, while iniquity shall close her mouth, and all wickedness shall be wholly consumed by
smoke, when Thou makes the dominion of arrogance to pass away from the earth.

Elder #3:

And Thou, O Yahweh, shall reign, Thou alone over all Thy works on Mount Zion, Thy dwelling
place of Thy glory, and in Jerusalem, Thy Set-Apart city, as it is written in the Set-Apart Words,
Yahweh shall reign forever, Thy Elohim, O Zion, unto all generations. Praise be unto Yahweh!

Set-Apart art Thou, and dreaded is Thy Name, and there is no Elohim besides Thee, as it is
written, and Yahweh of Hosts is exalted in judgment, and the Set-Apart Elohim is sanctified on
righteousness. Blessed art Thou, O Yahweh, the Set-Apart King.

Thou has chosen us from all the peoples, Thou has loved us and taken pleasure in us, and has
exalted us above all tongues, Thou has sanctified us by Thy Commandments, and brought us
near unto Thy service, O our King, and has called us by Thy great and Set-Apart Name.

Elder #4:

And Thou has given us in love, O Yahweh our Elohim, this Yom Kippur for pardon, forgiveness,
and atonement, that we may [in love] obtain pardon thereon for all our iniquities; and Set-Apart
convocation, as a memorial of the departure from Egypt.

Our El and El of our fathers! May our remembrance rise and come to be accepted before Thee,
with the remembrance of our fathers, of Messiah, the son of David Thy servant, of Jerusalem,
Thy Set-Apart city, and of all Thy people, the House of Israel and those from the nations joined
to her through observance of Thy Set-Apart Torah, bringing deliverance and well-being and
grace, lovingkindness and mercy, life and peace on this Yom Kippur. Remember us, O Yah, our
El, thereon for our well-being; be mindful of us for blessing, and save us unto life; by Thy
promise of salvation, spoken by Thy prophets of blessed memory and by Thy lawgiver Moses,
that your Son, Yeshua the Messiah of Nazareth, should come and ransom his life for the benefit
of many. This is Thine promise of salvation and mercy, to spare us and be gracious unto us and
save us; for our eyes are bent upon Thee, because Thou are a merciful Elohim and King.

Our El and the El of our fathers, pardon our iniquities [on this Shabbat day, and] on this Yom
Kippur; blot out our transgressions and our sins, and make them pass away before Thine eyes; as
it is said, I, even I, am He that blots out your transgressions for Mine own sake; and I will not
remember your sins. And it is said, I have blotted, as a cloud, your transgressions, and, as a mist,

43 | Page



your sins: return unto me, for I have redeemed you. And it is said: For on this day shall
atonement be made for you, to cleanse you; from all your sins you shall be clean before Yahweh.
[Our Elohim and Elohim of our fathers, accept our rest.] Sanctify us by Thy Commandments,
and grant our portion in Thy Torah; satisfy us with Thy goodness, and gladden us with Thy
Yeshua, who is our salvation; [and let us inherit, O Yah our El, in love and favor, Thy Set-Apart
Shabbat; and may Israel, who hallows Thy Name, rejoice thereon]; and purify our hearts to serve
Thee in truth; for Thou art the forgiver of Israel and the pardoner of the tribes of Jeshurun in
every generation and besides Thee we have no king who pardons and forgives our iniquities and
the iniquities of The people, the house of Israel, who makes our trespasses to pass away year by
year, King over all the earth, Who sanctifies [the Shabbat and] Israel and Yom Kippur.

Elder #5:

Accept, O Yahweh our Elohim, Thy people Israel and their prayer; restore the service to the
oracle of Thy house; receive in love and favor both the fire offerings of Israel and their prayer;
and may the service of Thy people Israel be ever acceptable unto Thee.

And let our eyes behold Thy return in mercy to Zion. Blessed art Thou, O Yahweh, Who restores
Thy divine presence unto Zion.

We give thanks unto Thee, for Thou art Yahweh our Elohim and the Elohim of our fathers
forever and ever; Thou art the Rock of our lives, the Shield of our salvation through every
generation. We will give thanks unto Thee and declare Thy praise for our lives which are
committed into Thy hand, and for our souls which are in Thy charge, and for Thy miracles,
which are daily with us, and for Thy wonders and Thy benefits which are wrought at all times,
evenings, morn and noon. O Thou Who art all good, Whose mercies fail not; Thou, merciful
Being, Whose lovingkindnesses never ceased, we have ever helped in Thee.

For all these things Thy Name, O our King, shall be continually blessed and exalted forever and
ever.

O seal all the children of Thy covenant for a happy life.

And everything that lives shall give thanks unto Thee forever, and shall praise Thy Name in
truth, O Elohim, our salvation and our help. Blessed art Thou, O Yahweh, Whose Name is all
good, and unto Whom it is becoming to give thanks.

Elder #6:
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Grant peace, welfare, blessing, grace, lovingkindness and mercy unto us and unto all Israel, Thy
people. Bless us, O our Father, even all of us together, with the light of Thy countenance; for by
the light of Thy countenance Thou has given us, O Yahweh our Elohim, the Torah of life,
lovingkindness and righteousness, blessing, mercy life and peace; and may it be good in Thy
sight to bless Thy people Israel at all times and in every hour with Thy peace.

In the Book of Life, blessing, peace and good sustenance may we be remembered and sealed
before Thee, we and all Thy people the house of Israel, for a happy life and for peace. Blessed art
Thou, O Yahweh, Who makes peace.

Our El and the El of our fathers, let our prayer come before Thee; hide not Thyself from our
supplication, for we are not arrogant and stiff necked, that we should say before Thee, O Yahweh
our Elohim and Elohim of our fathers, we are righteous and have not sinned; but verily we have
sinned.

We have trespassed, we have been faithless, we have robbed, we have spoken basely, we have
committed iniquity, we have wrought unrighteousness, we have been presumptuous, we have
done violence, we have forged lies, we have counselled evil, we have spoken falsely, we have
scoffed, we have revolted, we have blasphemed, we have been rebellious, we have acted
perversely, we have transgressed, we have persecuted, we have been stiff-necked, we have done
wickedly, we have corrupted ourselves, we have committed abomination, we have gone astray,
and we have led astray.

We have turned aside from Thy Commandments and good judgments, and it has profited us
nothing. But Thou art  righteous in all that is come upon us; for Thou has acted truthfully, but we
have wrought unrighteousness.

Elder #7:

What shall we say before Thee, O Thou Who dwells on high, and what shall we recount unto
Thee, Thou who abides in the heavens? Do Ye not know all things, both the hidden and the
revealed?

Thou gives a hand to transgressors, and Thy right hand is stretched out to receive the penitent;
Thou has taught us, O Yahweh our Elohim, to make confession unto Thee of all our sins, in order
that we may cease from the violence of our hands, that Thou may receive us into Thy presence in
perfect repentance, even as fire offerings and sweet savors, for the words’ sake which Thou has
spoken. Endless would be the fire offerings required for our guilt, and numberless the sweet
savors for our trespasses; but Thou knows that our latter end is the worm, and has therefore
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multiplies the means of our forgiveness. What are we? What is our life? What is our piety? What
our righteousness? What our helpfulness? What our strength? What our might? What shall we
say before Thee, O Yahweh our Elohim and Elohim of our fathers? Are not all the mighty men
made into nothing before Thee, the men of such renown as though they had not been, the wise
without knowledge, and the men of understanding as if without discernment? For most of their
works are void, and the days of their lives are vanity before Thee, and the pre-eminence of man
over the beast is as nothing, for all is vanity.

Thou has distinguished man from the beginning, and has recognized his privilege that he might
stand before Thee; for who shall say unto Thee: What do Thee do? And if he be righteous, what
can he give Thee? But Thou of Thy love has given us, O Yahweh our Elohim, [this Shabbat day
and] this Yom Kippur to be the end of, as well as the season of pardon and forgiveness for, all
our iniquities, that we may cease from the violence of our hands, and may return unto Thee, to
do Thy statutes of Thy will with a perfect heart. O do Thou, in Thy abounding compassion, have
mercy upon us, for Thou delights not in the destruction of the world, as it is said: Seek you
Yahweh, while He may be found. Call on Him, while He is near.

Elder #1:

And it is said: Let the wicked forsake his way, and the man of iniquity his thoughts; and let him
return unto Yahweh, and He will have mercy upon him; and to our Elohim for He will
abundantly pardon. But Thou art an Elohim ready to forgive, gracious and merciful, slow to
anger, plenteous in loving kindness, and abounding in goodness; Thou delights in the repentance
of the wicked, and has not pleasure in their death; and it is said: Say unto them: As I live, says
Yahweh Elohim: I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from hi
way and live! You turn! You turn from your evil ways; for why will you die, O House of Israel?

And it is said: Have I at all any pleasure in the wicked, says Yahweh Elohim and not rather that
he should turn from his way and live? And it is said: For I have no pleasure in the death of him
who dies, says Yahweh Elohim, wherefore turn yourselves and live. For Thou art the pardoner of
Israel and the forgiver of the tribes of Yeshurun in every generation, and besides Thee we have
no king who pardons and forgives.

O my Elohim, before I was formed I was nothing worth, and now that I have been formed I am
but as though I had not been formed. Dust am I in my life; how much more so in my death?
Behold I am before Thee like a vessel filled with shame and confusion. O may it be Thy will, O
Yahweh my Elohim and Elohim of my fathers, that I may sin no more, and as to the sins I have
committed, purge them away in Thine abounding compassion though not by means of affliction
and sore diseases.
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Elder #2:

O my El! Guard my tongue from evil and my lips from speaking guile; and to such who curse me
let my soul be mute—yes!—let my soul be unto all as the dust. Open my heart to Thy Torah and
let my soul pursue Thy Commandments. If any design evil against me, speedily make their
counsel to have no effect, and frustrate their designs. Do it for the sake of Thy Name, do it for
the sake of Thy right hand, do it for the sake of Thy Set-Apartness, do it for the sake of Thy
Torah! In order that Thy beloved ones may be delivered, O save with Thy right hand, and answer
me. Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable before Thee, O
Yahweh, my Rock and my Redeemer. He Who makes peace in His high places, may He make
peace for us and for all Israel, and say you Amen.

May it be Thy will, O Yahweh our Elohim and Elohim of our fathers, that the Temple be speedily
rebuilt in our days, and grant our portion in Thy Torah and Thy salvation from the return of your
Son, Yeshua the Messiah, through whom we have eternal life. And in Thine Temple we will
serve Thee with awe, as in the days of old, and as in ancient years. Then shall the offering of
Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto Yahweh, as in the days of old, as in ancient years, and
again say you Amen!

[At his discretion, the Prayer Leader may opt to lead the congregation in an extended heartfelt
and extemporaneous prayer asking for collective repentance. He must know the exact time of
sunset and when the 3 twilight stars would come out, about 45 minutes after sunset. The Shofar
should never be blown until well after sunset.]

And let us now, at this time, conclude our Yom Kippur Service with the Blessing of the Priests
(Birkat Ha-Kohenim):

וְיְִׁשְמֶר�יהוה,יְָבֶרְכ�
Yevhārēkh-khā Yahweh veyishmerēkhā .

וִיֻחּנֶָּךֵאֶלי�,ָּפנָיויהוהיֵָאר
Yāʾēr Yahweh pānāw ēlekhā viḥunnékkā

ֵאֶלי�ָּפנָיויהוהיִָּׂשא
Yissā Yahweh pānāw ēlekhā

ָׁשלֹוםְל�וְיֵָׂשם
Viyāsēm lekhā shālōm.
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May Yahweh bless you, and may He keep you
May Yahweh cause His Face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you
May Yahweh lift up His Face, unto all of you
And give you…peace.

SHOFAR is blown, one very long note. Prayer Leader says: GMAR HATIMA TOVAH
BE-SEFER CHAYIM, L’SHANA TOVAH.  MAY YOU BE SEALED IN THE BOOK OF LIFE
FOR A GOOD YEAR! AMEN!

48 | Page


