
Jesus Said
He Will Judge You

By Your Deeds

Many people who profess to know Jesus are not ready to stand before him on the 
day of judgment. Sadly, many have been deceived into thinking that when Jesus comes 
back to judge the living and the dead that he will not judge them by how they have lived. 
Many have believed that if they have asked Jesus into their hearts or have had an 
experience with him or have been born again that Jesus will not require obedience of 
them but will simply count his own righteous life as though it was theirs. However, Jesus 
never told people to ask him into their hearts. He never promised people that if they had 
an experience with him that they would automatically be accepted by him on judgment 
day. He also never said that any single event, belief or prayer would be what determined 
our eternal destiny. He certainly never said that we would be judged based on his works. 
What Jesus did teach repeatedly is that he will determine the eternal state of all people, 
either heaven or hell, based on how they lived, based on how they used what he has given 
them, based on the fruit or works of their lives and based on whether they obeyed or 
rebelled against God.

Jesus described the people who he would cast into hell, the fire, the outer darkness 
and the place where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth. In doing so he described 
them in the following terms: evil, he who sins, workers of lawlessness, bearers of bad 
fruit, sons of the evil one, law-breakers, causes of sin, wicked servants, not worthy, 
foolish, slothful, worthless, enemies of mine, workers of evil and other similar terms.

He likewise described the people who would be welcomed into eternal life in the 
kingdom of God in the following terms: good, those who do the will of my Father, 
bearers of good fruit, children of the kingdom, righteous, wise, faithful and other similar 
terms.

Below are all of the passages from the gospels where Jesus talks directly about the 
day of judgment and how all people will be judged on that day. Notice as you read these 
passages that Jesus never says that he will only judge certain people on judgment day; he 
does say a number of times that his final judgment will be for everyone. He also never 
says that there will be different criteria for one group of people than there will be for 
another. Notice also that some of the people Jesus condemns to eternal punishment are 
described as his servants, while some are not described that way. Some of the people are 
prepared for his return at the beginning of the parable but are no longer prepared for his 
return at the end of the parable. Some of the people Jesus condemns call him Lord and 
have done some good things in his name, while others are not even pretending to obey 
him. However, no matter who he is describing, all of them are judged based on what they 
themselves have done or not done. None of them has Jesus stand in as their substitute on 
judgment day.
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“You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and whoever 
murders will be liable to judgment.’ But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his 
brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the 
council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire.” (Matthew 5:21-
22, ESV)

“If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is better that 
you lose one of your members than that your whole body be thrown into hell. And if your 
right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one 
of your members than that your whole body go into hell.” (Matthew 5:29-30, ESV)

“Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
(Matthew 7:19, ESV)

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but 
the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day many will say to 
me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, 
and do many mighty works in your name?’ And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew 
you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’” (Matthew 7:21-23, ESV)

“Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or make the tree bad and its fruit bad, 
for the tree is known by its fruit. You brood of vipers! How can you speak good, when 
you are evil? For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. The good person 
out of his good treasure brings forth good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure 
brings forth evil. I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give account for every 
careless word they speak, for by your words you will be justified, and by your words you 
will be condemned.” (Matthew 12:33-37, ESV)

He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field, but while his men were sleeping, 
his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. So when the plants 
came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. And the servants of the master of 
the house came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How 
then does it have weeds?’ He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So the servants said 
to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering 
the weeds you root up the wheat along with them. Let both grow together until the 
harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Gather the weeds first and bind them in 
bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’ ... 

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came to him, 
saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” He answered, “The one who 
sows the good seed is the Son of Man. The field is the world, and the good seed is the 
children of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, and the enemy who 
sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the close of the age, and the reapers are angels. 
Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the close of the age. 
The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes 
of sin and all law-breakers, and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the 
kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.”(Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43, ESV)
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“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and 
gathered fish of every kind. When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted 
the good into containers but threw away the bad. So it will be at the close of the age. The 
angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the 
fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” (Matthew 13:47-
50, ESV)

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself 
and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit a man if he gains the 
whole world and forfeits his life? Or what shall a man give in return for his life? For the 
Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will 
repay each person according to what he has done.” (Matthew 16:24-27, ESV)
 

“And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is 
better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two hands or two feet to be thrown 
into the eternal fire. And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is 
better for you to enter life with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into the hell of 
fire.” (Matthew 18:8-9, ESV)

“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 
accounts with his servants. When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed 
him ten thousand talents. And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, 
with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. So the servant 
fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 
And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. 
But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him 
a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 
So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will 
pay you.’ He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. When 
his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went 
and reported to their master all that had taken place. Then his master summoned him and 
said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with 
me. And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 
And in anger his master delivered him to the torturers, until he should pay all his debt. So 
also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother 
from your heart.” (Matthew 18:23-35, ESV)

And again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son, and sent his servants to call 
those who were invited to the wedding feast, but they would not come. Again he sent 
other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, See, I have prepared my dinner, my 
oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the 
wedding feast.’ But they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, another to his 
business, while the rest seized his servants, treated them shamefully, and killed them. The 
king was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and burned their 
city. Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding feast is ready, but those invited were not 
worthy. Go therefore to the main roads and invite to the wedding feast as many as you 
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find.’ And those servants went out into the roads and gathered all whom they found, both 
bad and good. So the wedding hall was filled with guests.

“But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had no 
wedding garment. And he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a 
wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind 
him hand and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For many are called, but few are chosen.” (Matthew 
22:1-14, ESV)

“Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom his master has set over his 
household, to give them their food at the proper time? Blessed is that servant whom his 
master will find so doing when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will set him over all his 
possessions. But if that wicked servant says to himself, ‘My master is delayed,’ and 
begins to beat his fellow servants and eats and drinks with drunkards, the master of that 
servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he does not know 
and will cut him in pieces and put him with the hypocrites. In that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.” (Matthew 24:45-51, ESV)

“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went 
to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. For when the 
foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, but the wise took flasks of oil with 
their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. But at 
midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those 
virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of 
your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will 
not be enough for us and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ And 
while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in 
with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. Afterward the other virgins came 
also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know 
you.’ Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.

“For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted 
to them his property. To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each 
according to his ability. Then he went away. He who had received the five talents went at 
once and traded with them, and he made five talents more. So also he who had the two 
talents made two talents more. But he who had received the one talent went and dug in 
the ground and hid his master’s money. Now after a long time the master of those 
servants came and settled accounts with them. And he who had received the five talents 
came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five 
talents; here I have made five talents more.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and 
faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into 
the joy of your master.’ And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, 
‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here I have made two talents more.’ His master 
said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I 
will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ He also who had received the 
one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where 
you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, so I was afraid, and I went 
and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ But his master answered 
him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sowed and 
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gather where I scattered no seed? Then you ought to have invested my money with the 
bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own with interest. So 
take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. For to everyone who 
has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, 
even what he has will be taken away. And cast the worthless servant into the outer 
darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will 
sit on his glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate 
people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. And he will 
place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. Then the King will say to those on 
his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and 
you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ 
Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed 
you, or thirsty and give you drink? And when did we see you a stranger and welcome 
you, or naked and clothe you? And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 
And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of 
these my brothers, you did it to me.’

“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal 
fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I 
was thirsty and you gave me no drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, 
naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they 
also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or 
naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?’ Then he will answer them, 
saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not 
do it to me.’ And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into 
eternal life.” (Matthew 25, ESV)

And if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life 
crippled than with two hands to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your foot 
causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame than with two feet to be 
thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better for you to enter 
the kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into hell, ‘where their 
worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.’”  (Mark 9:43-48, ESV)

“But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, 
nor the Son, but only the Father. Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the 
time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 
servants in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to stay awake. 
Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in 
the evening, or at midnight, or when the cock crows, or in the morning— lest he come 
suddenly and find you asleep. And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake.” (Mark 
13:32-37, ESV)

And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take 
up his cross daily and follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for my sake will save it. For what does it profit a man if he gains 
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the whole world and loses or forfeits himself? For whoever is ashamed of me and of my 
words, of him will the Son of Man be ashamed when he comes in his glory and the glory 
of the Father and of the holy angels.” (Luke 9:23-26, ESV)

And the Lord said, “Who then is the faithful and wise manager, whom his master 
will set over his household, to give them their portion of food at the proper time? Blessed 
is that servant whom his master will find so doing when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he 
will set him over all his possessions. But if that servant says to himself, ‘My master is 
delayed in coming,’ and begins to beat the male and female servants, and to eat and drink 
and get drunk, the master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him 
and at an hour he does not know, and will cut him in pieces and put him with the 
unfaithful. And that servant who knew his master's will but did not get ready or act 
according to his will, will receive a severe beating. But the one who did not know, and 
did what deserved a beating, will receive a light beating. Everyone to whom much was 
given, of him much will be required, and from him to whom they entrusted much, they 
will demand the more.” (Luke 12:42-48, ESV)

And someone said to him, “Lord, will those who are saved be few?” And he said to 
them, “Strive to enter through the narrow door. For many, I tell you, will seek to enter 
and will not be able. When once the master of the house has risen and shut the door, and 
you begin to stand outside and to knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, open to us,’ then he 
will answer you, ‘I do not know where you come from.’ Then you will begin to say, ‘We 
ate and drank in your presence, and you taught in our streets.’ But he will say, ‘I tell you, 
I do not know where you come from. Depart from me, all you workers of evil!’ In that 
place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and 
Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God but you yourselves cast out. And people 
will come from east and west, and from north and south, and recline at table in the 
kingdom of God. And behold, some are last who will be first, and some are first who will 
be last.” (Luke 13:23-30, ESV)

As they heard these things, he proceeded to tell a parable, because he was near to 
Jerusalem, and because they supposed that the kingdom of God was to appear 
immediately. He said therefore, “A nobleman went into a far country to receive for 
himself a kingdom and then return. Calling ten of his servants, he gave them ten minas, 
and said to them, ‘Engage in business until I come.’ But his citizens hated him and sent a 
delegation after him, saying, ‘We do not want this man to reign over us.’ When he 
returned, having received the kingdom, he ordered these servants to whom he had given 
the money to be called to him, that he might know what they had gained by doing 
business. The first came before him, saying, ‘Lord, your mina has made ten minas more.’ 
And he said to him, ‘Well done, good servant! Because you have been faithful in a very 
little, you shall have authority over ten cities.’ And the second came, saying, ‘Lord, your 
mina has made five minas.’ And he said to him, ‘And you are to be over five cities.’ Then 
another came, saying, ‘Lord, here is your mina, which I kept laid away in a handkerchief; 
for I was afraid of you, because you are a severe man. You take what you did not deposit, 
and reap what you did not sow.’ He said to him, ‘I will condemn you with your own 
words, you wicked servant! You knew that I was a severe man, taking what I did not 
deposit and reaping what I did not sow? Why then did you not put my money in the bank, 
and at my coming I might have collected it with interest?’ And he said to those who stood 
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by, ‘Take the mina from him, and give it to the one who has the ten minas.’ And they said 
to him, ‘Lord, he has ten minas!’ ‘I tell you that to everyone who has, more will be given, 
but from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. But as for these 
enemies of mine, who did not want me to reign over them, bring them here and slaughter 
them before me.’” (Luke 19:11-27, ESV)

“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me 
has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life. Truly, 
truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the voice 
of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. For as the Father has life in himself, so 
he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. And he has given him authority to 
execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man. Do not marvel at this, for an hour is 
coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice and come out, those who have 
done good to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of 
judgment.” (John 5:24-29, ESV)

“If anyone hears my words and does not keep them, I do not judge him; for I did not 
come to judge the world but to save the world. The one who rejects me and does not 
receive my words has a judge; the word that I have spoken will judge him on the last day. 
For I have not spoken on my own authority, but the Father who sent me has himself given 
me a commandment—what to say and what to speak. And I know that his commandment 
is eternal life. What I say, therefore, I say as the Father has told me.” (John 12:47-50, 
ESV)

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch of mine that 
does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it 
may bear more fruit. Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to 
you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides 
in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. 
Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you 
can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and 
withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in 
me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. By 
this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. As 
the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and abide in his love. (John 15:1-10, ESV)

The following lists of verses are included for the sake of completeness:

The following list of verses are passages that refer to the final judgment but give no indication of how 
one will be judged: Matthew 10:28, Luke 12:4-5

The following list of verses are passages that refer to the final judgment but seem to be referring 
specifically to people in Jesus’ day: Matthew 8:11-12, 10:14-15, 11:21-24, Mark 6:11 (only in 
translations derived from the majority Greek text), Luke 10:10-16, 11:31-32

The following list of verses are passages that may be referring to the final judgment but the language 
does not make it explicit: Matthew 5:25-26, 7:24-27, 10:22, 10:32-33, 15:13, 19:28-29, 20:1-16, 24:31, 
Mark 10:29-31, Luke 6:47-49, 12:8-9, 12:58-59, 13:1-5, 14:12-14, 21:34-36, John 11:25-26

7



You may have been taught that it is a serious error to think that we will be judged by 
Jesus based on our works. You may have even been taught that people who believe such 
an idea can not go to heaven. Alternatively you may have been taught that only 
“unbelievers” will be judged based on their works and that all “believers” are covered by 
Jesus’ grace. However, the previous passages clearly and abundantly show what Jesus 
actually taught time and time again. You may have been taught that Jesus’ words do not 
apply to you or that some of these passages have clever explanations that make them 
mean something different than their plain, straightforward meaning. You may have been 
taught that some passage in the other writings of the New Testament nullifies everything 
that Jesus warned in the passages just quoted. However, those people who may have 
taught you such things will not be your judge on the day of judgment. Jesus and his 
words will be your judge; so you should, above everything else, take his words about that 
day seriously and start with them.

Perhaps you were taught that if our works have anything to do with our salvation 
that this automatically means we don’t need Jesus or that we could “save ourselves.” 
However, that isn’t true. We need Jesus to teach us and show us by example how to be a 
part of his kingdom. We need Jesus to liberate us from the kingdom of darkness and 
make it possible to come into his kingdom. As Jesus said in the last passage quoted, 
“apart from me you can do nothing.”  However, Jesus never said that we could do 
nothing when we were joined to him. He also did not say that he would do everything for 
us if we just trusted him to do so. We need to join ourselves to Jesus in every way we can 
and do the things we can not do apart from him because we will be judged based on those 
things that we must do.

If you want to be right with Jesus based on his terms and to be a part of his kingdom 
today and for eternity, you should do the following: read through the books of Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John and ask yourself the whole time what Jesus requires of you to be in 
his kingdom. Ask yourself what Jesus wants you to do and what he wants you not to do. 
Ask yourself if there is any command of Jesus that you are resisting. Ask yourself if your 
life looks like his life (1 John 2:3-6). Then daily submit to him as king and strive with all 
your might to serve and please him. Once you have understood who Jesus is and what he 
actually taught, you should read the rest of the New Testament and also the Old 
Testament in the light of Jesus’ life and teachings so that you can understand more of 
what God has revealed to us.

At the end of the Sermon on the Mount, after giving many commands, prohibitions, 
principles and warnings, Jesus said the following:

“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise 
man who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the 
rock. And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a 
foolish man who built his house on the sand. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and 
the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.” 
(Matthew 7:24-27,  ESV)

Publication date: 2013-03-28 – This tract is in the public domain.
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