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CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
At a meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 24th September, 2014, at 7.00pm, in the 
Community Hall, Hamsteels Estate, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Councillor B Armstrong (in the Chair) 
and Councillors J Armstrong, R Makepeace, L McKendrick and D Robb 

and County Councillors D Bell and J Chaplow 
 
49. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors S Clark, FS Duggan and K Duggan 
 
50. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 
There were no declarations of interest or request for dispensations.  
 
51. REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
County Councillors reported on the following items: 
 

 The County Council had been very successful in Northumbria in Bloom, including the best 
largest town, and would now progress to Britain in Bloom.  

 Letters were being sent to residents in respect of the changes to the Green Waste scheme. 
Residents were invited to sign up by January and stickers would be provided to identify those 
households who were taking part in the scheme.  

 Consultation on smoking in play areas was ongoing.  Although any scheme would not be 
enforceable, it was hoped people would abide by the request.  

 The number of Sure Start centres was being reduced to 15, but activities would continue to be 
delivered in local community venues.  

 The County Council had successfully prosecuted two people for flytipping, with both being 
fined by the court.  

 The County Durham Plan was now at the draft stage. 
 The Safer Durham Partnership objectives for 2014-2017 had been decided.  
 The Fire Authority had been successful in a bid for funding to work on addressing safer 

homes for vulnerable people.  
 The funfair was currently in Esh Winning and would be staying until the weekend. 
 Plans for the enlargement and improvement of Durham Crematorium were progressing well.  
 An additional dog waste bin had been requested for the entrance to the estate.  
 Derwentside Homes had purchased the former school site and it was estimated that 20-30 

dwellings would be constructed.  Plans would be available for consultation in due course.  
 
Resolved: That the report be noted.  
 
52. MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 30th July, 2014 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by 
the Chairman. 
 
53. MATTERS ARISING 
 
Minute 42 - The Clerk reported that additional information had been received from the 

Learning Library in respect of their request for a financial contribution.  The 
group supported 4 adults and 20 children in the parish and hoped to extend 
their service in the near future.  

 
  Resolved: That a donation of £200 be made under s145 of the Local 

Government Act 1972.  
 



 
 

106 

 

Minute 44 - The swings at Cornsay had been painted and another excellent job had been 
carried out by Makepeace Landscapes. 

 
Minute 48 - Councillor Armstrong reported that she had attended the meeting of the 

Parish Councils Committee. Suggestions around joint working and joint 
procurement had been made and she would continue to attend the meetings.  

  
54. FINANCIAL REPORT 

 
(a) Agreement was given for the payment of: 

 
(i) £189.92 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for September. 
(ii) £47.40 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for September 
(iii) £200.00 to Mr D Walker in respect of working from home. 
(iv) £457.45 to Makepeace Landscapes in respect of grasscutting, grounds maintenance 

and painting of swings. 
(v) £65.00 to TRACC in respect of play areas. 
(vi) £65.00 to Cornsay Village Residents Association in respect of play areas.  
(vii) £120.00 to BDO LLP in respect of Audit Fees. 
(viii) £200.00 to the Learning Library in respect of donation.    

 
(b) Cheques issued:  

 
(i) 30th Jul 2014 £ 189.82 Clerk’s wages    No. 721 
(ii) 30th Jul 2014 £ 47.40 HMRC     No. 722 
(iii) 30th Jul 2014 £ 49.00 Makepeace Landscapes  No. 723 
(iv) 30th Jul 2014 £ 35.00 ICO     No. 725 
(v) 28th Aug 2014 £ 189.82 Clerk’s wages    No. 726 
(vi) 28th Aug 2014 £ 47.40 HMRC     No. 726 
(vii) 30th Jul 2014 £ 80.31 Petty Cash    No. 727 

 
(c) Cash at Bank: 

 
Northern Rock  £6,586.51 
Barclays  £685.23 
Barclays (Savings) £32,014.03 
Unity Trust  £9,802.13 

 
55. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

(a) Susan Metcalfe - Request for contribution towards cost of an estate Christmas 
party. . 
Resolved: That further information be requested in relation to 
the proposed event. 
 

(b) CDALC - Details of update to Governance & Accountability for Local 
Councils.  Copies could be purchased at £4.50 plus postage.. 
Resolved: That a copy of the updated book be purchased. 
 

(c) CDALC - Request for nominations for president, vice-presidents, 
honorary treasurer and honorary auditor.  
Resolved: That no nominations be made.   

 
56. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
There were no planning applications for consideration. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

107 

 

57. SMOKING IN PLAY AREAS 
 
The Clerk reported on a consultation being undertaken by Durham County Council on the production 
of a voluntary code banning people from smoking in outdoor play areas across the County.  If 
members of the public supported the idea, 178 County Council owned play areas would be declared 
smoke free.  The owners of the other 129 play areas (mostly parish councils and community 
associations) would also be asked to sign up to the code and install signage in play areas.  
 
Resolved: That the scheme be supported. 
 
58. FILMING OF COUNCIL MEETINGS BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
 
The Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014 had come into force on the 6th August 
2014 and amended the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 which provided that 
members of the public had no statutory right to film or record council and committee meetings. The 
Regulations amended the Act to provide for a person to film or make a recording of a meeting; use 
any other means for enabling persons not present to see or hear proceedings at a meeting as it takes 
place or later; and report or comment on the proceedings in writing during or after a meeting or orally 
report or comment after the meeting. 
 
The Council had adopted NALC Standing Orders which stated that ‘Photographing, recording, 
broadcasting or transmitting the proceedings of a meeting by any means is not permitted without the 
Council’s consent.’ (STO No. 3e) 
 
In light of the Regulations, this Standing Order required amending to read: 
 
A person may not orally report or comment about a meeting as it takes place if he is present at the 

meeting of a parish council or its committees but otherwise may: 

  

a) film, photograph or make an audio recording of a meeting; 

b) use any other means for enabling persons not present to see or hear proceedings at a meeting as 

it takes place or later; 

c) report or comment on the proceedings in writing during or after a meeting or orally report or 

comment after the meeting. 

 
In addition, CDALC have circulated a draft policy which councils may wish to consider adopting, a 
copy of which had been circulated.  
 
Resolved: That Standing Order 3e be amended and that the policy on the filming, recording or 
broadcasting of meetings by members of the public, as circulated, be approved and adopted. 
 
59. AUDIT 2013/2014 
 
The Clerk reported that the Annual Return had been received back from BDO LLP, the external 
auditors.  No issues had been raised and, accordingly, there was no external audit report issued. 
 
Resolved: That the Annual Return for 2012/2013 be noted.   
 
60. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE 
 
The Clerk reported that the Big Lottery had advised that the application was currently in the 
assessment stage and an outcome would be notified in November.  One of the conditions of the 
CDCF grant was that the balance of funding had to be obtained within 18 months, however, and it 
would be necessary to seek advice from CDCF on requesting an extension until the Lottery decision 
had been made.  
 
In terms of repairs to the existing community hall, the Clerk explained that difficulties had been 
experienced in finding someone willing to undertake the variety of small repairs that were required. A 
local handyman had visited the community hall and provided a quote for the works, but the Clerk had 
been unable to contact him subsequently to arrange a start date for the works.   
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Resolved: That the report be noted.  
 
61. YOUTH SHELTER 
 
The Chair reported that the funding application to CDCF was now at stage 2 and a date for a 
committee meeting to consider the application was awaited.  
 
There had been a delay in announcing the decisions from the Police & Crime Commissioner’s fund 
as over 1600 applications had been received.  This application had been for £2,000 however, if 
unsuccessful, there were other options that could be considered to make up any shortfall.  
 
Resolved: That the report be noted. 
 
 

The Meeting closed at 7.45 pm 
 
Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
 
 
 
 
 


