
2019 video on https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=yg3liWz387A&t=

CHINESE MUSICAL PLAY - Theme: 
Homecoming Pilgrims @ Novena (He 
is waiting for you) From Helplessness 
to hopefulness Witness the homecoming 
journey of four young people... What are 
you waiting for? Come and see! He is 
waiting for YOU! All are welcome! Date: 
13 Dec (Fri) Time: 7.30pm Venue: Novena 
Church. Free Admission

ADVENT RECOLLECTION 2019 - 
An invitation to spend a day of prayer to 
prepare for the feast of the Nativity of the 
Lord (Mass included). By Cenacle Sisters. 

Date: 8 Dec ‘19 Time: 9.30am - 5.00pm 
Venue: Cenacle, 47 Jurong West St. 42 
Contribution: Love Offerin Register at 
www.cenaclemission.com

This weekend, there will be a second 
collection for the GIFT (Giving in Faith 
& Thankfulness) campaign to build a 
more vibrant, evangelistic and missionary 
Church. GIRO forms, cheques or cash 
can be sealed into GIFT envelopes and 
dropped into the collection bags that will 
go around. Spare GIFT envelopes are 
available in the church pews, and at the 
parish office. Please give generously for 
the vision of the archdiocese. More info is 
available at gift.catholicfoundation.sg Introduction to the Prophets

(Part 14 of 15)

The Twelve Minor Prophets (cont’d)

Zechariah
The Book of Zechariah consists of two distinct 
parts: ch. 1-8; 9-14. The introduction is dated 
October-November, 520, two months after 
the first prophecy of Haggai. The body of 
the first part of the book contains eight of the 
prophet’s visions beginning in February, 519, 
1:7-6:8; these are followed by the symbolic 
crowning of Zerubbabel, 6:9-14. (The scribes 
later substituted the name of the High Priest 
Joshua at a time when political power lay with 
the priesthood.) Ch. 7 is a brief survey of the 
history of Israel, while ch. 8 looks forward to the 
messianic age; both originate from the question 
of the Fast, proposed in November, 518.

There is no doubt about the authorship of this 
amply dated and homogeneous section. Like 
Haggai, Zechariah was preoccupied with 
the rebuilding of the Temple but, more than 
Haggai, with the national restoration and the 
irreproachable moral conduct it required. This 
restoration is expected to inaugurate a messianic 
era in which the priesthood, represented by 
Joshua, will be held in increasing honour, 3:1-

7, but the sovereign power will be wielded 
by the ‘Branch’, 3:8, a messianic title which 
6:12 applies to Zerubbabel. The two Anointed 
Ones, 4:14, will rule in perfect harmony, 
6:13. In this way Zechariah revives the royal 
messianism of earlier days but combines it 
with the priestly interests of Ezekiel, whose 
influence is discernible in many other ways 
such as the prominent part played by visions, 
the apocalyptic approach, the concern for 
purity. These, and the intervention of angels, 
anticipate the Book of Daniel. 

The second part, ch. 9-14, which, moreover, 
has a new heading, 9:1, is entirely different. Its 
sections are without date or name, We hear no 
more of Zechariah, of Joshua, of Zerubbabel or 
of the building of the Temple. The style is less 
original and use is frequently made of earlier 
books, particularly of Dt, Ezk, and Jb. The 
historical background changes too: Assyria 
and Egypt appear as names symbolic of all 
oppressors, but so also do the sons of Javan, 
that is to say the Greeks, 9:13. This part of the 
book cannot have taken final form before the 
conquest of Alexander; it dates from the last 
decades of the 4th century. It is a disorderly 
collection of possible ancient passages with 
paragraphs on the ‘shepherds’ of the people, 
notably 10:2-3; 11:4-14; 13:7-9, and an Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551

Tel: +65 6337 2585   Fax: +65 6334 5414   email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg   www.sppchurch.org.sg

Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr THOMAS LIM OCD, Priests in 
Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD Parish Secretariat: Jannie Lui, Liturgical Co-ordinator: Alex 
Wong, alexdominic@gmail.com

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be administered from 
5.00pm - 5.20pm on weekdays and Saturday at the confessionals at the baptistery (back of the church). On 
Sunday, it will be available 30 minutes before each mass.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm
Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English),
  2.00pm (Cantonese), 4.00pm (English)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am and 5.30pm
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : 5.30pm (Thursday, followed by Mass)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) 
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily
Secretariat’s Operating Hours : Mon - CLOSED, Tues to Fri - 9.30am to 6.30pm, Sat & Sun - 9.00am to 1.00pm
  Lunch hours: 1.15am - 2.15pm. Closed on Public Holidays.
Columbarium Opening Hours : Please refer to SPP Columbarium announcement stated above.

Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i)  Church of Sts Peter & Paul - for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass 
offerings; (ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd - for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community; 
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter) - for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the 
poor and needy.

READINGS: Sunday Missal (Year C) Pg 1021
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: I rejoice when I heard them say: ‘Let us go to God’s house.’
READINGS FOR THE WEEK: MON 25 November 2019 - SAT 30 November 2019
MON: DN 1:1-6, 8-20, LK 21:1-4 TUE: DN 2:31-45, LK 21:5-11 WED: DN 5:1-6, 13-14, 
16-17, 23-28, LK 21:12-19 THU: DN 6:12-28, LK 21:20-28 FRI: DN 7:2-14, LK 21:29-33 
SAT: ROM 10:9-18, MT 4:18-22

24 November 2019 Year CThe Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe

SPP Columbarium - To all the niche applicants & other persons concerned. The Parish Building 
is closed to the public for extensive renovation works which will include the columbarium. 
For the safety of the public, the columbarium will be closed. Subsequent niche blessings and 
internment of urns will take place on Saturdays (1.00pm to 3.00pm), on appointment basis 
only. For your safety, a maximum of 2 family members will be allowed to witness the niche 
blessing and internment (with the priest and the niche contractor), and will be required to put 
on personal protection gears when they enter the columbarium. 



PARISH NEWS 

150TH  ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
DINNER. An unforgettable gala event 
150 years in the making. 28 June 2020 
(Sunday), Orchard Hotel Singapore. 
Tables now open for sale $2000 / $3000 / 
$5000 ENQUIRIES AND SALES Thresa  
96930178, thresatoy@hotmail.com 
Joanna 97536863 sng.joanna@gmail.com

CATECHISM CLASS 2020 is open for 
registration. Plse obtain a registration 
form from parish office. For Enquiries, 
plse email: sppccdministry@gmail.com

PENITENTIAL INFO: 9 Dec ‘19 at 8.00pm

CHRISTMAS: 24 DEC ‘19 - 8.30pm 
Mandarin caroling. 9.00pm mass 
(Chinese). 11.00pm English caroling, 12 
midnight mass  25 DEC ‘19 - 8.30am 
(Chinese), 11.00am (English), NO evening 
mass NEW YEAR: 31 DEC ‘19 - 530pm 
Vespers, 630pm mass (solemnity of Mary 
mother of God) 1 JAN ‘20: 9.00am mass 
(NOTE: Amendments of date and time)

NOTES FROM TALK ON PLENARY 
INDULGENCE by Fr. Edward Lim, OCD 
on 27 July 2019 is now available at the 
SPP 150th Anniversary microsite. Please 
visit SPP150.com/formation.

NEWS AROUND THE PARISH

PIETA is a support group for bereaved 
parents who seek God’s comfort, wisdom 
and hope through prayer and reflection on 
the WORD OF GOD. Our next monthly 
session (every 4th Tuesday of the month) 

is on Tue 26 November 2019, 7:30pm 
at Agape Village, Toa Payoh Lorong 8. 
Contact us via email: pieta.singapore@
gmail.com or facebook: https://facebook.
com/PietaSingapore. We would like to 
thank you for your continued support and 
help and we also ask for your prayers 
as we continue our journey as bereaved 
parents in support of other bereaved 
parents as well.

OUR CATHEDRAL OF THE GOOD 
SHEPHERD, as the Mother Church 
of our archdiocese is having a Mass to 
pray God’s special protection, guidance 
and blessings on the many needs of 
our archdiocese.  This monthly Mass, 
Benediction and brief reflection will 
be on 21 Nov (Thur) at 6.30 pm, in the 
Cathedral. Please give this important 
initiative of the Cathedral your support.  
For further details please phone the 
Cathedral office: Tel: 6337 2036.

This weekend, the CATHOLIC 
FOUNDATION is renewing its annual 
appeal for the GIFT (Giving in Faith & 
Thankfulness) campaign to build a more 
vibrant, evangelising and missionary 
Church. This appeal serves as a midpoint 
update of the progress of the pastoral 
plan and plans for the next four years 
including new organisations, initiatives 
and resource needs. Every Catholic is 
encouraged to make a regular pledge to 
support the operational and building needs 
of the archdiocese. More information 
can be found in the GIFT booklets that 
will be distributed during Mass. Please 
give generously for the vision of the 
archdiocese. Watch the GIFT Advent 

apocalypse on the Jerusalem of the latter days, 
ch. 12 and 14.

This part of the book is of particular interest 
for messianic teaching which, however, is not 
presented systematically: the recovery of the 
House of David, ch. 12 passim, the expectation 
of a humble and gentle Messiah, 9:9-10, but 
also an obscure prophesy about someone who 
is ‘pierced’, 12:10; and an armed theocracy, 
10:3 – 11:3, which nevertheless is a liturgical 
community as in Ezekiel. These elements 
are reconciled in the person of Christ and the 
New Testament often quotes these chapters of 
Zechariah or at least alludes to them, Mt 21:4-
5; 27:9 (combined with Jeremiah); 26:31 = 
Mk 14:27; Jn 19:37. 

Malachi
This book is probably anonymous, since 
‘Malachi’ means ‘my messenger’ and seems 
to have been taken from 3:1. It is composed of 
six passages similar in construction: Yahweh, 
or his prophet, makes a statement; this is 
disputed by priests or people, then developed 
in a discourse in which threat and promise of 
salvation appear side by side. There are two 
main themes: the failures of priests, 1:6 – 
2:9, and of people, 3:6-12, in their religious 
duties; the scandal of mixed marriage and 
divorce, 2:10-16. The prophet foretells the day 
of Yahweh which will purify the priesthood, 
consume the wicked, and secure the triumph 
of the virtuous, 3:1-5, 13-21. Vv. 22-23 of ch. 
3 are an addition.

The contents of this book make it possible 
to date it; it is later than the renewal of 
worship in the new Temple, 516, and before 
the prohibition of mixed marriage under 
Nehemiah, 445, probably fairly near this 
second date. The enthusiasm aroused by 
Haggai and Zechariah has subsided, and the 
community is content to drift. In tones that 
recall Deuteronomy and also Ezekiel, the 

prophet cries that God is not to be deceived 
but demands sincere religion and purity. The 
prophet expects the advent of the angel of the 
covenant heralded by a mysterious messenger, 
3:1, in whom Mt 11:10, (cf. Lk 7:27 and Mk 
1:2) sees John the Baptist, the precursor. In this 
messianic era the moral order will be restored, 
3:5, as also true religion, 3:4, culminating in 
a perfect sacrifice offered to God by all the 
nations, 1:11.

Obadiah
This shortest (21 verses) of the prophetic 
books is full of problems; interpreters dispute 
its unity, its literary form, its date (some 
putting it as early as the 9th century B.C., 
others as late as the Greek period). To add to 
the difficulty, nearly half the book, vv. 2-10, 
has a doublet in Jr 49:7-22; that Jeremiah 
was originally responsible for this passage is, 
however, disputed, and the two texts as we 
have them now seem to be independent. It is 
generally agreed that the prophecy of Obadiah 
functions on two levels, the one immediate 
(the punishment of Edom), the other remote 
(the triumph of Israel on the day of Yahweh). 
The book has affinities with the maledictions 
against Edom, current after 587, in Ps 137:7; 
Lm 4:21-22; Ezk 25:12f; 35:1f; MI 1:2; and 
Jr 49:7f; the Edomites had taken advantage 
of the destruction of Jerusalem to invade 
southern Judah. In 312, Edom was conquered 
by the Nabataeans. The prophecy of Obadiah 
is to be placed between these two dates, some 
time in the 5th century.

This passionate appeal for national vengeance 
is in sharp contrast to the internationalism of 
the second part of Isaiah, for instance. But it is 
also a tribute to the terrible justice and power 
of Yahweh, and must not be isolated from 
the whole prophetic movement, of which it 
represents no more than a fleeting moment and 
the most old-fashioned approach.
Source: The Jerusalem Bible, 1966

CHURCH OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL has Purchased a Gift For You!. Enjoy a free 
subscription to formed.org - an incredible online gateway to the best Catholic resources for 
children and adults! It’s EASY and FREE to Register! Go to sppchurch.formed.org. See that the 
name of Church is stated there. Click “Next”. Enter your name, email address and click “Sign Up”. 
You’re are ready to enjoy You’re ready to enjoy the inspiring and engaging content on FORMED! 
FORMED app is also available for download from Google Play or Apple App Store!


