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Introduction 

This lesson is a vocabulary lesson about Root Words.  

Instruction 

 In your exercise book, copy the Header.   Make sure that your handwriting is neat and legible. 
 I will check your Exercise Book when you return to school.    
 

Root words refer to the source or origin of a word. If we know the meaning of the root word we 

can work out the meaning of the word formed from them. For example: Terra = earth, example 

of words formed from ‘Terra’ are terrain, terrestrial, subterranean, etc.  

Practice Exercise 3 

Copy the table and the sentences into your exercise book and complete the practice exercise. 

Complete the sentences with an appropriate meaning taken from the list below.  

Roots: the elements – water, earth and air     

Root Meaning Examples of words formed  

aqua  
hydro 
mar  
terra 
geo 
aero 

water  
water  
sea   
earth  
earth  
air 

aquatic, aqualung, subaqua  
dehydrate, hydroelectric, hydraulic 
marine, mariner maritime  
subterranean, terrain, terrestrial 
geography, geologist, geometry 
 aerospace, aerodynamics 

 
1. An aerogramme is a letter sent by ________________  
2. Hydrophobia is a fear of ____________.   
3. A geothermal spring comes up hot from the ___________.  
4. A submarine cable is laid under the ____________.  
5. Marine life refers to living things found in the _________. 
6. Hydraulic power is used in ____________ engines. 
7. Geophysics includes the study of the _________ magnetism. 
8. An aquatic center is a place where someone can do ________.  
9. A geologist studies _________.   
10. An aerodrome is a place where ____________.  
 Conclusion:  
Knowing root words and their meanings will help you in your reading when you come across 

unfamiliar words. 
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