
1 KINGS 3

Introduction 
As you may remember, I am preaching through the book of kings, as it is 
written, as a thrilling piece of redemptive history.  So lets remind ourselves 
just where in redemptive history this book and this chapter fits.  

The redemptive story so far tells us that Adam and Eve have been deceived 
by the serpent, sinned and been cast out of the Garden of Eden.  God has 
promised the first humans that one day a saviour will rescue them and their 
descendant’s from their sins.  The flood has decimated the first world, and 
Abraham has been promised that the saviour will be born from his seed, out 
of a people as numerous as the sand on the beach, or the stars in the sky.  

And this great race of people have now come into existence and they are the
Israelites.  The Israelites are now living in the promised land and are ruled 
by Solomon, the son of great king David.  

1 Kings 1 - 2
When Solomon came to the throne it was against the backdrop of a palace 
coup.  His elder half brother, and legitimate heir, Adonijah, had made a 
move to secure the throne for himself.  His undoubted intention at the death
of his father would have been to murder his rival, Solomon.

God using, the prophet Nathan and Solomon’s mother, Bathsheba thwarted 
the plot by getting David to anoint Solomon as his heir.  In 1 Kings 1 
Solomon is a type of Christ, the Lamb of God, and so he is merciful and 
forgives everyone their sins.  

In 1 Kings 2 After Solomon gains the throne his brother Adonijah, along with
Abiathar and Joab again attempt to take the throne from Solomon.  But this 
time Solomon is a different type of Christ, he is the Lion of Judah, so he is 
vengeful and punishes everyone for their sins.   

As we approach 1 kings chapter 3 we have to ask, is the reign of Solomon to
be one of mercy or is it one of vengeance? I think that this question would 
also be being asked by the people Solomon ruled.  

They would be thinking that the new reign of Solomon that started out so 
peacefully is now tainted with blood.  And I think that the people of Israel 
are wondering if the death of Adonijah and Joab was absolutely necessary, 
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for in their limited understanding, exactly what harm had Adonijah and Joab,
really done to Solomon.  

Is the reign of Solomon to be one of mercy and love, or was it to be a reign 
of vengeance and terror?  I think the populace is a little wary of the new 
king.  Which way will their lives be lived, will it to be under mercy or will it to
be under wrath?  Or were they to live on tenterhooks not knowing from one 
day to the next how their king would react.  Is Solomon quirky and 
unstable?  Would their new king sacrifice himself for their sakes, of would 
they be sacrificed for his?

And from the redemptive historical perspective we also must ask what type 
of king is Solomon going to be?  If Solomon is sometimes merciful and 
Solomon is sometimes vengeful, then what type of Christ is Solomon 
portraying in 1 Kings chapter 3?  

And perhaps Solomon is also unsure what type of king he should be.  He has
been merciful and he has been vengeful.  Maybe Solomon thinks that 
because of his contradictory actions that his position as king is at risk, and 
so he feels the need to shore up the support of the people.  And so being 
wise in his own eyes, Solomon makes a marriage alliance with Pharaoh king 
of Egypt; he took Pharaohs daughter and brought her into the city of David, 
until he had finished building his own house and the house of the Lord and 
the wall around Jerusalem.

Solomon’s Temptations (1 Kings 3:1 – 4)
On the one hand this marriage shows us to what great heights the kingdom 
of Israel had risen in human affairs.  The Israelites who had once been the 
slaves of the Egyptians are now considered their equals.  Now from a human
standpoint Solomon has made a wise decision to cement an alliance.  For 
this alliance will ensure Israel’s  prosperity and security because Egypt is a 
powerful ally.  

And it is important to note that as God remembered the kindness of the 
Egyptians to Joseph and his family, there was no direct prohibition against 
allowing an Egyptian who converted to Judaism, into the people of Israel.  

Yet even so this union seems inadvisable.  There is something that seems 
distasteful and something that has the whiff of unlawfulness about it.  Surely
it would have been better, more desirable, and wiser for Solomon to have 
married one of Gods people.  
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The people of Israel might be thinking that Solomon has put Israel under 
some obligation to Pharaoh.  Do the people think that Solomon is gaining 
allies to crush them, if they stepped even a little bit out of line, just like he 
crushed Adonijah and Joab.   

Now The people were sacrificing at the high places, because no house had 
yet been built for the name of the Lord.  And perhaps Solomon was still 
feeling a little insecure, that the people were not 100% behind him, because
the practice of sacrificing on the high places seems to have been prohibited. 
In Deuteronomy 12:1 – 6 God says you must demolish completely all the 
places where the nations ... served their gods, on the mountain heights ... 
you shall not worship the Lord your God in such ways ... Yet Solomon 
supported this practice, and did he support it and encourage it, because 
being wise in his own eyes, he felt the need to shore up popular support.  
And so Solomon followed suit, for he also sacrificed and offered incense at 
the high places.  

Now this practice of worship and sacrifice on the high places seems truly 
unlawful.  There is no doubt that Solomon is calling something that is evil, 
good.   Being wise in his own eyes, Solomon acts wickedly.  

Solomon’s sacrificing on the high places, encourages the people in their sin 
of worshipping away from God’s tabernacle.  David had kept the worship at 
the Ark of the Covenant where it belonged, and Solomon although showing 
great zeal would have been better to show great obedience. 

Solomon is trying to lay the foundation of his kingdom in his own strength.  
And do not we try to lay the foundation of our own lives in our own strength.
We do what we think is best hardly ever consulting our Lord and master.

In his own strength Solomon goes to Gibeon to sacrifice …, for that was the 
principal high place; Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on 
that altar.  Solomon was free and generous with what he had and so when 
he sacrificed he sacrificed like a king.  Some like Judas, might consider the 
sacrifice a waste as the animals might have been given to the poor.   But 
what is genuinely given in service to God is never wasted.  Those who truly 
love God will not scrimp in their worship or their sacrifices to him.

And that Solomon loved the Lord at this point in his life, is without doubt.  
Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of his father, David;  We are
told here something good about Solomon, and it is something that we should
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imitate.  Solomon loved the Lord, and this is the only place in the OT where 
it is said that any individual man loved the Lord.  

Yet more importantly we need to note that in 2 Samuel 12:24 we are told 
the vital information that the Lord loved Solomon. Then David comforted his 
wife Bathsheba, and he went to her and made love to her.  She gave him a 
son, and they named him Solomon.  The Lord loved him; and because the 
Lord loved him, he sent word through Nathan the prophet to name him 
Jedidah.  And Jedidah means loved by the Lord.  

Solomon’s Prayer (1 Kings 3:5 – 15) 
And because God loved him, At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a 
dream by night;  Gibeon was at the great high place where the altar that 
Moses had made was.  The very night after Solomon had offered his 
generous but potentially unlawful sacrifices to God, God came to Solomon in 
a dream.

Now God was not indebted to Solomon for his sacrifices, and although some 
suggest that his visit to Solomon shows us that God accepted his sacrifices 
(John 16:3, 1 John 5:14),  I unconvinced, for God does not accept unlawful 
worship.  God cannot abide sin, even in those he loves.   

It is more likely that though prohibited by law, because the tabernacle was 
migratory, and the temple not yet built, this is the real reason why worship 
and sacrifice on high places was still tolerated by God.  

God said to Solomon, “Ask what I should give you.” This is an important 
question, so before Solomon replies, he prays. And he prays in his dream a 
lively prayer, the Spirit obviously assisting him because Solomon is asleep.  
And this I think is important.  God had determined to give Solomon wisdom 
and this is his method.  Would Solomon have asked for wisdom if he was 
awake?

In his sleep Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your
servant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in 
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept 
for him this great and steadfast  love, and have given him a son to sit on his
throne today. And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in
place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know 
how to go out or come in.   
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Before Solomon asks God for what God should give him, he begins with the 
past.  He praises God for his faithfulness and his fulfillment of his promises.  
As the first part of the dynasty promised to David is now in place for 
Solomon is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great 
people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 

Solomon takes account of Gods faithfulness in completing his promises to 
Abraham.  This is a clear reference to the people who cannot be counted like
the grains of sand.  Yahweh has kept all his promises.  Solomon proclaims in
his prayer that he believes that God can be trusted.  

And God should be praised like this whenever we begin to pray.  For it 
reminds us of the trust that we can have in God our Father.  We pray to God
because we have confidence in God.  We pray because we believe not only 
that we will be heard but that our prayers will  be answered. 

Solomon now comes to his request, Give your servant therefore an 
understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good 
and evil; for who can govern this your great people?”  

Solomon desires to become wise and know the difference between good and 
evil.  This phrase immediately reminds us of the fall.  In Genesis 3:4, 5 the 
serpent says to the woman you will not die for God knows that when you eat
of it your eyes will be opened and you will be like God knowing good and 
evil.  Should Solomon’s request be seen as asking for access to the same 
tree that was forbidden to Adam and Eve?  I think so.   

But in contrast to Eve, Solomon appears to be seeking wisdom for the good 
of the people.  Solomon tells God that what matters to him is Gods people 
and that he desires wisdom to rule them as God would rule them.   In 
contrast to Eve, who desired wisdom for its own sake for when the woman 
saw that the tree was desired to make one wise she took of its fruit and ate,
and she gave some to her husband …

Note that Solomon does not ask for a hearing or understanding heart in 
order to rule emotionally, but he asks for a discerning heart to rule wisely.  
Solomon’s request is a model to us here, wisdom to rule well is an excellent 
request.  

And it pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this.  The goal of all our 
prayers must be to please our father.  Solomon looked like he wanted to be 
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a good king rather than great man.  Solomon looked like he wanted to serve
God more than he wanted to serve himself.   

And so God said to him, “Because you have asked this, and have not asked 
for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have 
asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right.  

I now do according to your word.  Indeed I give you a wise and discerning 
mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise 
after you.  God answered his prayer and fitted him for all the great work that
he had been called to.  Solomon would be unequalled in solid judgment and 
clear thinking and so God said to Solomon, I give you also what you have 
not asked, both riches and honour all your life; no other king shall compare 
with you.  Now do we not worship this same lavish and generous God who 
gives us much more than we can ever ask for.

Then God says, to Solomon, If you will walk in my ways, keeping my 
statutes and my commandments, as your father David walked, then I will 
lengthen your life.”  This promise of long life was conditional.  At this time in
his life, Solomon did love the Lord, and Solomon did desire to be a great 
king rather than a great man.  But indwelling sin stalked the life of the 
wisest man in the world and a dynasty is promised to him if only if he can 
mortify his sins and love and obey God always.  You may have noticed that I
used the phrases appears to ask, or looks like he wants to be good rather 
than great and this is because God knows Solomon’s heart.  And when we 
consider this, I wonder why God gave great wisdom to Solomon at all.  

For although we read that it was Solomon who asked God for wisdom and 
that God was pleased with his request, I believe that it was God’s intention 
all along to grant him this gift.  And I think the answer to why God gave 
Solomon this great gift of wisdom, is in what wisdom is.  

We tend to think of wisdom as knowledge.  We think that wisdom is the 
knowledge of good and evil.  And we think this because that is what Adam 
and Eve ended up with amongst the wreckage of their perfect lives.  After 
they sinned, Adam and Eve knew that there was good and they knew that 
there was evil.  But knowing that good and evil exist is not wisdom, it is 
knowledge.  Wisdom is knowing the difference between good and evil.   
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God gave Solomon the gift of knowing the difference between good and evil 
because he is a type of Christ.  Just what type of Christ, we will soon 
discover.  

Then Solomon awoke; it had been a dream.  He came to Jerusalem where 
he stood before the ark of the covenant of he Lord.  He offered up burnt 
offerings and offerings of well being, and provided a feast for all his 
servants.  Now when Adam awoke in he garden he discovered that God had 
given him the great gift of Eve to be his constant helper.  When Solomon 
awoke he discovered that God had gifted him with Lady Wisdom to help him.
We must suppose that both were transported with joy.  Both Adam and 
Solomon had been favoured by God.  

This excitement and gratitude must be ours as well for we also have awoken
from our slumbers into new life, and that new life is eternal, and is full of 
love for the one who saved us from our sins, and full of joy for the hope of 
paradise that lives in our warm hearts.  

In the same ecstatic joy that we also know from realizing that God has 
forgiven our sins, Solomon returns to Jerusalem where the ark of the 
covenant is, the correct place to offer sacrifices, and he offers sacrifices 
again.  

No doubt the news of Solomon’s dream and the promise of his gifts has been
spread far and wide.  Yet no doubt the people are still wary, what sort of 
king do we have now? Will he punish us for worshipping at the high places?  

The people are not held in suspense for long.  For a short time later, two 
women who were prostitutes come to the king and stand before him.

Solomon’s Wisdom (1 Kings 3:16 – 28)
Solomon had asked God for a hearing heart to judge Gods people wisely and
without bias, to know the difference between good and evil.  And so God 
provides a difficult court case to show the nation that he has truly given the 
gift of wisdom to Solomon.  But the gift is not just to Solomon, it is a gift for 
the benefit of his people. 

This event can be seen as a counterpoint to the wisdom that Solomon 
showed in his own eyes at the beginning of the chapter when he chose a 
foreign princess to be his bride.  At the end if the chapter endowed with 
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Gods wisdom, Solomon must now deal with common harlots who run a 
public house.  

Now it is likely that this case had made it’s way up through the inferior 
courts where no judge had the wisdom to decide the case.  The case may 
even have been known within the populace as a difficult case to decide.  And
if Jerusalem was anything like our present society opinions about who was 
the real mother would be strongly held by supporters of both women.  The 
children of the prostitutes were probably the result of fornication, a common 
hazard of their profession.  

For the heart of the case rested on answering one question, ‘who is the 
mother of the living child?’ There was no conclusive evidence on either side 
as the child was far to young for anyone except the mother’s to recognize it. 

And so The one woman said, “Please, my lord, this woman and I live in the 
same house; and I gave birth while she was in the house.  Then on the third
day after I gave birth, this woman also gave birth.  We were together; there
was no one else with us in the house, only the two of us were in the house.  
Then this woman’s son died in the night because she lay on him.  She got up
in the middle of the night and took my so from beside me while your servant
slept.  She laid him at her breast, and laid her dead son at my breast.  
When I rose in the morning to nurse my son, I saw that he was dead; but 
when I looked at him  closely in he morning, clearly it was not the son I had 
borne.  But the other woman said, “No the living son is mine, and the dead 
son is yours.”  The first said, “No the dead son is yours, and the living son is
mine.”  So they argued before the king.

After listening to the evidence, Solomon in his wisdom, quickly sums up the 
situation.   “The one says, ‘This is my son that is alive; and your son is 
dead, while the other says, “Not so!  Your son is dead and my son is he 
living one.’”  The whole court is now holding its breath to see what Solomon 
will decide.  Solomon's kingship is on the line, he needs to make the right 
judgment.  

So the king said, “Bring me a sword,” and they brought a sword before the 
king.  The court and the women must now wonder what was going to 
happen.  What sort of king do we have here?  Do we have a king of mercy or
a king of vengeance?  Were they now to be killed, because they were 
harlots, or because one of them had killed their child, even if it was by 
accident.  Although there was no particular law against harlotry, they have 
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probably broken the commandment against committing adultery, more than 
once.  

The king said, “Divide the living boy in two; then give half to one and half to
the other.”  The court would now think that Solomon was a fool and not wise
at all.  Had Solomon chosen to treat a human child like an animal, for the 
law said in Exodus 21:35 if someone’s ox hurts the ox of another, so that it 
dies, then they shall sell the live ox and divide the price of it , and the dead 
animal they shall divide.  But it proved an effective and wise method of 
discerning the truth.  Solomon could not ask the child who was her mother 
or even tell which woman the child preferred.  So he needed to find out 
which woman loved the child the most.  Both professed to love the child but 
who would be sincere when the child’s life was in danger.  

We must not confuse Solomon’s great wisdom with any sort of supernatural 
powers.  He was a keen observer and a quick thinker, Solomon could not 
read minds.  

For the woman whose son was alive said to the king – because compassion 
for her son burned within her – “Please, my lord, give her the living boy; 
certainly do not kill him!”  The other said, “It shall be neither mine nor 
yours; divide it.”  What a different world we live in now, prostitutes and even
housewives will abort their children or kill them, or give them away, or send 
them away.  And is this not what we are told will happen in 2 Tim 3:1 – 3, 
for in the end times people will be without natural affection.  

In those days at least even the harlots loved their children.  These two 
prostitutes both wanted the living child.  

Then the king responded: “Give the first woman the living boy; do not kill 
him.  She is his mother.”  All Israel heard of the judgment that the king had 
rendered; and they stood in awe of the king, because they perceived that 
the wisdom of God was in him, to execute justice.   And in the wise 
resolution of this case we see the reason why God gave Solomon wisdom.  

On this day, Solomon gained a great reputation for righteous judgment.  A 
powerful king who is one day merciful and the next vengeful is frightening to
the people, but a powerful king with the ability to judge rightly, knowing the 
difference between good and evil, is a blessing to the people.  

Conclusion 
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In 1 Kings 1 we saw Solomon as the Lamb of God, merciful and gracious.  In
1 Kings 2 we saw Solomon as the Lion of Judah, full of vengeance and wrath
against his enemies.  

The Israelites did not know what sort of king they had.  On the one hand he 
had shown great mercy, on the other great wrath.  God granted Solomon 
the gift of wisdom so that the people would know that he would judge 
wisely, and always choose the correct course of action.  

If Solomon chose mercy, then that would be a righteous judgment, if 
Solomon chose wrath then that would also be the righteous choice.  What 
our king does is right.  He rightly judges.  He is a righteous judge.  We need 
not fear him as capricious and someone who will change his mind.  

So in 1 Kings 3 we see Solomon again as a type of Christ, but this time as 
the righteous judge.  Solomon is a picture of the Son Of God rightly 
discerning the truth, knowing the difference between good and evil and in 
whom are all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge (Col 2:3) 

And because this is who Christ is we need not fear that he will change his 
mind about us, we need not fear that one day when he is feeling angry that 
he will cast us out of his kingdom because we have sinned. 

The subjects of Solomon’s kingdom now know that they can trust their king 
and live in peace, because Solomon judges rightly.  And for the same reason
we can also trust our king, because Jesus is the ultimate righteous judge, 
and so we can also live in peace without any fear that Jesus will change his 
mind about us.  

Now if you still fear to put your trust in Jesus because you are afraid that he 
will not want you in his kingdom, because you have thought and done 
wicked things, welcome to the club.  We have all thought and done 
wickedness and we will continue to do so until we die.  

But know this while you live, Jesus, the righteous judge promises, that if you
repent of your sins and put your faith in him, then one day, he will welcome 
you saying, “Well done good and faithful servant.”

Should we not all desire to hear those words.  

End
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